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TESTIMONY  RELATING  TO  PRIBILOF  ISLANDS. 


Deposition  of  John  Armatronrj^  engineer  of  lessees^  steamer  and  agent  on 

ISt,  Paul  IsUind, 

management. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  88 : 

John  Armstrong,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  am 
60  years  old,  and  reside  in  San  Francisco.  I  was  em-  ^ 
ployed  in  Alaska  service  in  connection  with  the  seal  '^p^rienoe. 
fisheries  from  1868  to  1886,  inclusive.  During  the  tirst  eight  years  of 
the  time  I  was  chief  engineer  of  the  steamer  plying  between  San  Fran- 
cisco and  the  seal  islands  and  other  Alaska  ports,  and  from  1877  to  188(5, 
inclusive,  as  agent  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  living  almost 
constantly  for  the  whole  ten  years  upon  St.  Paul  Island.  I  always  as- 
sisted in  the  seal-killing,  and,  in  common  with  all  other  employes  on 
the  islands,  made  the  seals  my  study  and  care.  Everyone  connected 
with  the  business,  from  the  superintendent  to  the  humblest  laborer, 
is,  when  at  the  islands,  keenly  alive  to  every  occurrence  relating  to 
the  herd.  There  is  nothing  else  but  seals  to  attract  our  attention  when 
there,  and  the  most  trivial  incidents  in  regard  to  the  rookeries,  as  well 
as  the  more  serious  ones,  are  noted  and  discussed. 

For  the  first  few  years  I  was  on  the  islands  the  rookeries  grew  larger 
every  year,  and  I  was  told  by  the  nati  v  esand  others  that 
they  had  grown  a  good  deal  since  tlie  Americans  first  oHea^^^**®  ^^  "^^* 
took  them.    Alter  1882  they  seemed  to  stay  about  the 
same,  as  far  as  the  number  of  breeders  was  concerned,  as  long  as  I  was 
there.    The  skins  taken  prior  to  1886  weighed  from  6         . 
to  10  pounds  each,  averaging  about  8  pounds  per  skin ;        ^'^^'*  ""^  "*'*°'*- 
but  I  understand  from  those  who  remained  there  on  duty  that  much 
smaller  ones  were  afterwards  taken,  because  the  large  seals  had  become 
scarce  and  were  needed  for  rookery  service.    I  observed  that  very  few 
seals  go  out  to  sea  to  feed  during  June,  July,  and  An-  i    r  ©d-  *r 

gust,  except  females  and  some  of  the  younger  males.       ®°**  ^^  ®  ^°^' 
The  greater  part  of  the  older  bachelors  appear  to  be  always  about  the 
rookeries  after  the  cows  come,  and  comparatively  few  as  old  as  five  years 
come  up  with  the  droves  to  the  killing  grounds.    The 
same  seal  is  sometimes  driven  several  times  during  the  dnvhig"^  *°**  ^^ 
season.    One  with  a  peculiar  spot  on  him  was  driven 
in  more  than  a  dozen  times  in  one  season.    His  skin  was  in  such  con- 
dition that  we  did  not  want  it.    But  I  do  not  think  that  he  or  any 
other  one  of  the  drove  was  injured  by  the  exertion.    The  driving  gave 
them,  with  rare  exceptions,  very  little  more  exercise  than  they  appeared 
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to  take  when  left  to  themselves.  The  practice  of  driving  has  always 
been  conducted  the  same  as  when  I  was  on  tlie  ishinds,  and  the  seals 

jj^^  ^j  have  thriven  and  increased  under  it.     They  ^row  much 

^^  *  *  tamer,  too,  with  repeated  drivinji:,  and  seem  to  learn 
the  road  and  what  is  expected  of  them  on  the  killing  grcmnd.  It  is 
much  less'  trouble  to  handle  a  drove  of  seals  from  the  rookery  very 
near  the  village  than  those  liom  a  dist^mt  point.  They  g^row  v(4y 
tame  when  reared  near  where  people  are  passing  and  repassing",  and 
none  of  them  are  as  wild  or  show  as  much  fear  as  sheep  ordinarily  do 
when  ai)proached  by  man. 
The  large  biichelor  seals  arrive  on  the  islands  from  the  1st  to  the  15th 

.  _.    ,  .u   .. ,      of  June  each  year,  sleek  and  fat  as  they  can  be,  while. 

Arrival  of  bachelurs.  ^1    ^  i      •      ci       i.        i  Lt  •       •      rt      \ 

the  same  seals  m  September  are  very  thin  m  tlesh,  or 
in  about  the  same  condition  as  the  bull  seals  then  are,  which,  it  is  well 
known,  do  not  leave  the  rookeries  for  some  four  months.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  yearlings  and  two-year-olds  remain  in  good  condition  the  en- 
tire season,  and  must,  I  think,  go  off  to  the  feeding  grounds  occasion- 

ally  during  the  summer.    The  females  go  and  conu». 

Females  feeding.         ^^.^^^.  ^^^^  ^^.^^  ^^^^  ^^.^^.^  ^^^.  ^j^^^j^.  ^^^^^  .^^  ^^^^   islands.      I 

have  seen  rookeries,  and  particularly  the  one  on  the  reef,  plainly  in 
sight  from  St.  Paul  village,  swarming  with  i>ui)s  and  comparatively  few 
motliers  in  sight,  and  it  has  sometimes  remained  so  for  twenty  or  thirty 
hours  at  a  time,  convincing  me  that  they  must  have  gone  a  consider- 
able distance  from  the  islands  for  f<M)d.     Up  to  1881  there  were  never 

enough  dea<l  pups  on  the  rookeries  to  crause  any  re- 

Deadpupa.  mark.    Occasionally  one  would  be  trampled  to  death 

by  the  fighting  bulls,  but  the  loss  was  almost  nothing  until  the  marine 
hunters  began  their  work,  and  it  grew  to  be  quite  noticeable  before  I 
left  the  islands.  It  was  easy  enough  to  see  what  they  died  of.  They 
simply  starved  to  death,  wand(»ring  about  and  bleating  until  it  made 
one's  heart  ache  to  see  them.  Their  mothers  had  been  killed  off  in  the 
water,  and  the  pui)s  lived  and  sullered  for  weeks.  They  are  very  tena- 
cious of  life,  holding  out  six  or  eight  wec^ks  or  more  alter  they  lose  their 
mothers. 
I  am  asked  whether  the  seals  copulate  in  the  water.     It  is  a  ciues- 

^     ,  ,.    ,       ,     tion  that  is  often  discussed  at  the  islands,  and  neither 

Copulation  in  water.  .,  •       x'i-        i  j.i  •       i>*i«  i  i     j. 

the  scientilic  observers  nor  the  unseientiluj  are  abh^  to 
agree  about  it.  I  have  seen  seals  in  position  when  it  secMned  to  be  at- 
tempted, but  doubt  whether  it  is  effectually  accomplished.  If  it  were, 
I  think  we  should  see  pups  sometimes  boin  late  and  out  of  season,  but 
such  is  not  the  case. 
I  believe  there  has  been  a  great  decrease  of  seals  on  the  islands  since 
^^  I  left  there,  and  this  is  no  doubt  due  U)  pelagic  hunt- 

crease.  .^^^     ^^^^^  extermination  of  the  animals  and  of  the  in- 

dustry will  be  swilt  and  sure  unless  the  iemale  seals  are  protected  from 
Protection  ^^^^  devastation  now  going  on,  and  I  do  not  believe  it 

"^*^^"  *  possible  to  protect  them  as  they  should  be  unless  the 

North  Pacific  as  well  as  liering  Sea  is  included  in  any  measures  adopted 
to  this  end. 

John  Armstrong. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  lOth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1892. 
[seal.]  Clement  l>ENNE'i'T, 

^^otarj/  Fubiic. 
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Deposition  of  Charles  Bryant,  special  Treasury  agent  on  rribilof  Islands, 

HABITS. 

District  op  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington,  ss : 

Charles  Bryant,  being  duly  sworn,  <lei»oses  and  siiys:  I  am  a  resi- 
dent of  Mattapoisett,  IMy mouth  County,  State  of  Massa^-husetts,  and 
am  72  years  of  age.    In  September,  18(>8,  I  wa«  appointed  a  special 
Treasury  agent  to  go  to  Pribilof  Islands  for  the  pur- 
pose of  investigating  and  i*eporting  as  to  the  habitus  of       ^p^neuce. 
the  fur  seal,  the  condition  of  the  islands,  and  tbe  most  advantageous 
plan  to  be  adopted  for  the  government  and  management  of  the  same. 
Pui'suant  to  such  appointment,  I  inoceeded  to  tlie  Paeiflc  coast,  and  in 
March,  1809,  I  landed  on  St.  Paul  Island,  remaining  there  until  Sep- 
tember of  the  same  year.    I  then  return(»d  to  Washing- 
ton and  laid  my  report  before  the  Treasury  Department.   ^^^wr^^porttoTreaa- 
I  again  went  back  to  the  islands  in  July,  1870,  and  re- 
mained there  until  the  fall  of  1871.    Then,  in  April,  1872, 1  again  arrived 
at  tbe  islands,  this  time  in  the  capacity  of  a  special  agent  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  in  charge  of  the  seal  ishmds.     1  was  upon  the  islands 
as  such  agent  from  that  time  and  during  the  sealing  season  from  1872 
to  1877,  inclusive,  and  passed  three  winters  there,  viz,  those  of  1872, 
1874,  and  1876.    Since  the  year  1877  I  have  not  visited  the  seal  islands. 
I  have  examined  the  breeding  areas  of  1870,  indicated 
by  H.  H.  Mclntyre  on  charts  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  and  G,  a^^r^of^iS^Te^He 
of  St  Paul  Island,  and  they  are  to  the  best  of  my  knowl-  ^ii""^''  i>.v  h.  ii.  mc- 
edge  and  belief  correct.    I  have  also  exannned  the  areas 
of  increase  shown  by  him  upon  the  same  charts  as  applicable  to  the  breed- 
ing rookeries  in  1882,  and  they  were  proportionately  correct  in  1877, 
the  last  year  of  my  stay  upon  the  islands,  the  increase  up  to  that  time 
having  been  about  one-half  of  that  shown  by  him.    The  above  state- 
ment is  true,  also,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  be- 
lief, of  the  breeding  areas  of  1870*  and  the  increase  of  ;„.!!aro^'i'l'c^^^^ 
1882,  indicated  by  Thomas  F.  Morgan  upon  charts  11,  ^f"''"  Kvri""»"»«  ^'• 

IX  1   Tj^        J*  till     d^^  o  A  7     M(,r^aii  on  cliartM. 

,  J,  and  K,  of  St.  George. 

ClIAULES    HllYANT. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nu^  this  15th  day  of  April,  1892. 
[l.  s.]  CirAs.  L.  IUhjues, 

notary  Fublic  in  and  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 


Deposition  of  Charles  Bryant,  special  Treasury  agent  on  Pribilof  Islands, 

habits  and  eookeeies  in  1809-'77. 

District  op  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington,  ss: 

Charles  Bryant,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  resident 
of  Mattapoisett,  Plymouth  County,  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  am 
72  years  of  age.  From  1840  to  1858  I  was  engaged  in  whaling  in 
the  North  Paeiflc  Ocean  and  Bering  Sea.  The  latter  portion  of  the 
time  I  was  captain  of  a  whaling  vessel.  1  then  retired 
to  a  farm  located  in  the  town  of  Fairhaven,  in  Bristol  -^t^"*^"*^* 
Ocmntyy  State  aforesaid.    In  September,  1808,  I  was  ai>i)ointed  a  spe- 
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tt)  tivkc  nlipn  Ii-it  to  tbL-iimclvcs.    Tlio  |iiacl icii  iif  ilHviii;;  lius  tt]wft>'8 
Ijeeu  coiuluctvil  the  xnmv-  iis  wlioii  I  wha  mi  llic  isliiiids,  tiiid  tliu  svalit 
liiivc  tliiiveii  iiiiiliiii'it-iiscil  mulcr  it.    Tlii-y  iii\>w iiiucli 
wics  Ml.  t;iiii<T,  tmi,  with  iv|ifjilcil  djivinjr,  iimi  Sfciii   t(»  leiim 

the  niaA  and  wimc  is  i-xiK'cted  nt'  tlicin  mi  tlii'  J^iUiiig  grmmd.    It  in 
much  less  trouble  to  liiiiidlc  :i  druvi;  nf  wal.-i  IVmii  Ilio  nwkery  v(ny 
mmr  Uie  villajjo  than  tlmso  IVom  a  distant  imitit.    Tlii'y  {jrow  vnry 
tame  wli^u  reiued  near  wliciv  iienjde  are  [tiissin;;  ainl  iriiassiii;;.  and 
ii»ne of  tlieiu  are  as  wild  or  sLuw  a.s  ninih  lear  as sliccp  ordinarily  du 
when  apimnK-hcd  l>y  man. 
The  large  bachWor  seals  airive  on  I  he  islands  IVom  the  1st  to  Urn  I5th 
of  June  each  vi'ar,  slenlc  and  lai  as  thev  can  bi>.  wliil« 
"the  same  seal's  in  Si'|)Ieinber  are  very  thin  in  llesh,  iir 
Ir  about  the  same  eondttion  as  the  bull  seals  then  are,  wldeh,  it  is  well 
known,  do  not  leave  tlm  itxilveries  for  sonn'  tbiirinonlhs.     On  the  other 
hand,  the  yearlings  and  two  year-ol<ls  remain  in  pHid  eondition  the  en- 
tire Keiitiou,  and  must,  1  think,  ^o  oil'  to  the  l'eediii;r  ;rroun<Is  (H'casioa- 
allv  dnriii};   the  snnimer.     The  females  no  and  eouie 
""'''■      alter  the  lirsi  few  days  of  their  stay  at  the  islandn.    I 
have  seen  rookeries,  and  particnlariy  the  one  on  the  reef,  plainly  in 
siRht  from  St.  Paul  vilhifie,  swarmiiij;  with  imps  and  eomparat ively  few 
uintliors  in  sijrht,  and  it  has  sometimes  renmined  ho  for  twenty  or  thirty 
hours  at  a  time,  vonvinein;;  me  that  Ihey  must  have  ^one  a  e«u»ider- 
able  (Ustiiuve  fittui  Uie  islands  for  food,     L'p  to  18si  tliere  were  never 
^^  eiiouffh  (lead  pujis  on  the  rookeries  to  eauae  any  re- 

■'"'*'  mark.    Oeeasionally  one  would  be  trauipliHl  to  death 

bytlie  flKlitinp;  bulK  but  the  lo.os  was  almost  nothing;  until  the  marine 
hunters  be^nvu  their  work,  and  it  i;rew  to  be  <piitv  tiutieo^ble  before  I 
left  the  irilauds.    It  was  easy  enough  to  see  what  they  died  of.    Tiiey 
simply  Htarveil  to  death,  wandering;  about  and  bleatiit;;  until  it  made 
cue's  heart  ache  to  see  tlieiii.    Their  mothers  had  been  killed  otfin  the 
water,  and  the  pups  lived  and  sutlerwl  Ibr  weeks.    They  are  very  tena- 
cious of  lite,  huhliu;;  out  six  or  eij;:lit  n ct-ks  or  mure  aitA^r  they  lose  their 
mothorH. 
1  am  asked  whether  tlie  seals  eo|mliite  in  the  water.    Itisafjuea- 
coiiuiaiiuninniiHT  *''"'  "'"'  ''*  "1'''"  diseussed  at  the  islnndd,  and  neither^ 
'the  sirientilie  observers  nor  the  unseientitle  are  ab'    '"" 
agree  about  it.     1  luive  seen  seals  in  position  when  it  seemed  to  b 
tempted,  but  doubt  wbetlier  it  is  effectually  aeeoreiiiliwhed.     '"  "  " 
I  think  we  should  sec  pupa  sometimes  bom  late  and  ont  of  s 
such  is  not  the  ease. 
1  believe  there  lias  Iwen  a  great  deer  ease  of  seals  on  the  ii 
iwiroML  ^  ''"'^  there,  and  this  is  no  doubt  due  Ut  J 

ing.  The  extermination  of  the 
dustrj-  will  be  swiltaiidsure  unless  the  lenialu  ; 
i-rutei'tiun  ^^^  devastation  now  goinn  ou,  i 

IHtssihlc  to  protect  thcui  as  "    " 
North  L'a4-iflc  as  well  as  lieting  Si.'n  is  iiicliK 
to  this  end. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to beforo  iftc  llils  iiii 

[fjEAL.] 
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Ihiwuit'um  of  CliiirliK  Jlrgiiiit.  'jm 


liAUirs. 


District  op  Cohtuiua, 

Cili/  of  Waxbiiiiit'in.  m  ; 
riiarles  lliyaiit,  ln'iiifi  ihil.v  sworn,  >li't'iis<'K  aiul  ssiys:  I  am  a  n-^i- 
ileiit  ol'  Math'ipiiisi'lt.  I'l.vin.iutli  (".niiiiv.  Sml.-  .ii"  Mn.v^arliiis^tts.  ;ti;.| 
am  72  .vcais  of  age.     In  Sf|irciiitnT,  l-^iis.  i  was  a]iiHiiiiu-«l  a  s|>cv-[al 
Tn-asury  ajient  t"  C»i  Ic  I'riliilur  I>laii'ls  li.r  tin-  imr- 
jmsfof  iiivi'titinatiiijraiKl  rcimilili;:  as  tii  tlii' haliits  .if     '■'i-'-"- 
thi-  fur  scaL  tin-  c-oii.iitiiiii  "t  tin-  islaiiils.  ami  rlie  m..st  a.Ivarita;.'.i.ri- 
)ilan  rii  lie  aili>i>ti-(l  for  llu'  trovi'i'iiiiu'iit  :iiiil  matia;:<']iii'iit  nf  tin'  xnw. 
I'lirsiiatit  to  such  a|iimintiiii'iit,  1  |iiiii.-.-ili-rI  tu  liir  I'inilii-  i-oa.st.  atnl  in 
Maivli.  ISllll,  1  landeii  uii  Si.  I'aiil  l>laii>l.i'rmaijiiii;.'  tla'it:  until  S,-',. 
loiiilM-i-i»f  tlie  saiiu;  yt-ar.     I  thru  ivluiiu'il  in  Wasliiu-- 
tnii  ami  laid  my  ii^iort  bcHm-  tlir  Ti  i-asm-v  I  liiiiiiimi-iit.      "i- 1.  i-rt  ■.  r^i^ 
1  ajraiii  went  Wk  to  tin-  islatnis  in  .Iiily.  isjp,  ;iii,i  i,.-      - 
i]iaiiie<l  tluMe  until  tlif  fall  of  ls71,    Tlii-ii,  in  April,  I>i7i*,  I  again  amve<l 
at  till-  islands,  tliis  time  in  tin-  caiiaiity  of  a  s|H-(i:il  a;:i'iit  <if  tNe  Tr.-;i». 
my  l)i-]mrtnii^nt  iii  i-liaiyc  of  tin-  .-ii-al  isl;iiids,    1  wji*  n|Hiri  tin-  i,s|;,(i,i^ 
as  siieli  ajfi-iit  trom  that  limi'  ami  dining  lln-  .-t'aiiii<!  st-astm  iimn  l^r. 
ti>  1877,  iiirlui!!iv-e,  and  passed  tlini-  wiiiti-is  tin-rf.  \iz.  tliosr  „(  I-.;" 
l'*74,  and  1H7G.    Since  timyi-ar  l>i7T  i  Jiavu  mtt  visitiil  tlirsttdisladils 
I  liuve  flxaitiincd  tlic  bri-i'iltiig  an-as  of  IsTi),  indii-atnl 
by  H.  H.  Alclntyru  on  i-haits  A.  IS.  V.  1).  K.  F.and  G.  J^li'':^';^,"-' 
of  St.  PaullMland,  and  tlii-yan-to  tUvlii'sf  of  my  knoul-  -i-Mii.  UH'ii' 
eilftu  and  bclii-f  correct.    I  have  alfju  i'\aniim-d  the  areas  '''■"■*  ■'■""•' 

of  initwiise  shown  by  liiuittiHnitlic  siime  (hails  as  a]ijiliiiiblr  til  the  (iTrwJ 
iiiR  rookerifis  iu  ISSli,  and  tln-y  wei-e  pn>iH>rtiouiiti'ly  iiirrft-t  ju  j*— 
tiie  lust  year  of  iiiy  stiiy  uihhi  tin-  islands,  tin-  ini-na*  np  f„  tbat  Tii,!' 
hiiviDR  been  about  uiit'-lialf  of  that  sImiwm  Iiyliim.  Tbf  ahuvr  ytittj 
ineut  ia  true,  also,  bi  the  biwt  of  iiiy  liitowlM];,'^  aihl  iw- 
litrf,  of  the  breeding;  ureas  of  1870  ;iml  tlte  iin-rKLir  F>r'  """■<':  u^u  «  i 
18K!,  iudi«fiited  by  TliomaH  F.  Murgau  niiou  cluin>  HI  .'i^-tjw -''""*" 
1,  J,  aud  K,  of  8t.  George.  « '^  .'■i'.™:'  '^ 

Subseribed  aud  sworn  Ut  before  me  tlib  IM  rfar  >•(  .Awl'fyr^' 


(•■Aifct/Y,. 


X 


4  TESTIMONY 

cial  Treasury  agent  to  go  to  the  Pribilof  Islands  to  investigate  and  to 
report  as  to  the  habits  of  the  fur  seal,  the  condition  of  the  islands, 
and  the  most  advantageous  plan  to  adopt  for  the  government  and 
management  of  the  same.  Pursuant  to  such  appointment  I  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Pjicific  coast  and  in  March,  18(»9,  I  landed  on  St.  Paul 
Island  and  remained  there  until  September  of  the  same  year.    I  then 

returned  to  Washington  and  laid  my  report  before  the 
KeporttoTreaanry.  Treasury  Department.  1  again  went  bai^k  to  the  is- 
lands in  July,  1870,  and  remained  until  the  fall  of  1871.  Then  in 
April,  1872,  I  again  arrived  on  St.  l^aul  Island,  this  time  in  the  capac- 
ity of  si)ecial  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  in  charge  of  the  seal 
islands.  I  was  upon  the  islands  as  such  agent  from  that  time  during 
the  sealing  seasons  from  187:i  to  1877,  inclusive,  and  passed  three  win- 
ters there,  namely,  those  of  1872,  1S74,  and  187(J.  Since  the  year  1877 
I  have  never  visited  the  seal  islands,  and  have  been  in  retirement  at 
Mattapoisett  aforesaid.  During  these  years  1  was  upon  the  islands  I 
made  a  most  careful  study  of  seal  life  thereon,  jind  examined  and  in- 
quired of  the  natives  in  relation  to  the  habits  and  former  conditions  of 
the  fur  seals. 
The  Alaska  fur  seal  breeds  nowhere  else  except  on  the  Pribilof  Is- 
lands. 1  took  i>articular  care  in  investigating  the 
bi£n«iamuf  **°  ^^^    Qucstiou  of  what  became  of  the  seal  herd  while  absent 

from  the  islands.  IMy  incpiiries  were  made  among  the 
Alaskan  Indians,  half  breeds,  Aleuts,  and  fur-traders  along  the  north- 
west coast  and  Aleutian  Islands.  One  man,  who  had  been  a  trapper 
for  many  years  along  the  coast,  stated  to  me  that  in  all  his  experience 
he  never  knew  of  but  one  case  where  seals  had  hauled  out  on  the  Pa- 
cific coast,  .and  that  was  when  four  or  five  landed  on  QuecTi  Charlotte 
Island.  This  is  the  only  case  I  ever  heard  of  seals  coming  ashore  at  .any 
rther  place  on  the  American  side  of  the  Pacific  except  the  Pribilof 

Islands.    Theseseals  are  migratory,  leaving  the  islands 

M  graiion.  -^  ^|^^  early  winter  and  returning  again  in  the  spring. 

riie  Pribilof  herd  does  not  mingle  with  the  herd  located  on  the  Coni- 

Prihiiof  anil  Cora-  '^^'^^^^^  Islauds.  This  I  kuow  IVom  the  fact  that  the 
mander  hertU  do  not  herd  gocs  caslward  after  entering  the  Pacitic  Ocean,  and 
**^*"*^^®'  from  questioning  natives  and  half  breeds,  who  had  re- 

sided in  Kamschatka  as  employes  of  the  l{us;sian  Fur  Company,  I  leained 
that  the  Commander  herd  on  leaving  their  islands  go  southwestward 
into  the  Okhotsk  Sea  and  the  waters  to  the  southward  of  it  and  winter 
there.  This  fsmt  was  further  verified  by  whalers  who  find  them  there  in 
the  early  si)ring. 
The  Alaskan  seals  make  their  home  on  the  l*ribih)f  Islands  because 

they  need  for  the  period  they  spend  on  land  a  pecu- 

honl^iof  AiuVkln^L  li^'^Y  ^^^^h  u^oist,  and  cloudy  climate,  with  very  little 

sunshine  or  heavy  rains.  This  peculiarity  of  climate  is 
only  to  be  found  on  the  l*ribilof  and  Comman(ler  islands,  and  during 
my  long  experience  in  the  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea  I  never  found 
another  locality  which  possessed  these  ('onditions  vso  favorable  to  seal 
life.  Add  to  this  ftuit  the  isolated  condition  of  the  seal  islands  and  we 
can  readily  see  why  the  seals  selected  this  home. 
The  pup  seal  is  born  on  the  rocky  shores  of  these  islands,  the  mother 

evidently  ])ret'erring  a  spot  covered  with  broken  lava 
PrTbTfiaU?nd?.^^''°  ^^^^^  tfl  tlic  saud   betichcs.    The  birth  takes  place 

within  two  or  three  days  after  the  female  lands,  and 
often  within  a  few  hours.  When  born  the  pup  weighs  from  4  to  5 
pounds,  and  si)ends  the  first  six  weeks  of  its  existence  on  land.    Dur- 
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ing  this  i)eriod  the  pup  is  in  no  sense  an  anipliibian,  being  as  lii'lpless 
in  the  water  as  a  young  chicken;  it  can  not  swim,  and  when  thrown  in 
the  water  would  inevitably  drown  if  not  rescued  by  its 
mother  or  by  man.  Therefore,  if  a  i)up  was  born  in  p„^*'J()£*'  ^'^*'*  ^"*' 
the  water  it  would  certainly  perish.  I  have  seen  ('ases 
where  a  mother,  being  taken  by  the  i)alns  of  parturition,  sought  the 
nearest  beach  rather  than  a  rookery,  not  having  time  to  reach  the 
latter  before  the  birth  of  her  i)up.  If  pups  could  be  born  in  the  water 
such  cases  as  the  last  stated  would  not  occur.  The  pup  is  nursed  by 
its  mother  from  its  birth  so  long  as  it  remains  on  the  islands,  the 
mother  leaving  the  islands  at  difl'erent  intervals  of  time  after  the  pup 
is  three  or  four  days  old.  I  have  seen  jmps,  which  I  had  previously 
marked  by  a  ribbon,  left  for  three  or  four  days  consecutively,  the 
mother's  going  into  the  water  to  feed  or  bathe.  A  motlier  seal  will  in- 
stantly recognize  her  offsi)ring  from  a  large  gronp  of  pups  on  the 
rookery,  distinguishing  it  by  its  cry  and  by  smell;  but  I  do  not  think 
a  pup  can  tell  its  own  mother,  as  it  will  nose  about  any  cow  which 
comes  near  it.  A  female  seal  does  not  suckle  any  pup  save  her  own, 
and  will  drive  away  any  other  pups  which  approach  her. 

I  am  positive  that  if  a  mother  seal  was  killed  her  pup  must  inevita- 
bly perish  by  starvation.  As  evidence  of  this  fact  1  will  state  that  I 
have  taken  stray,  motherless  pups  found  on  the  sand  beaches  and 
placed  them  upon  the  breeding  rookeries  1)eside  milking  females  and 
in  all  instances  these  pups  have  linally  died  of  starvation.  When 
about  4  weeks  old  the  i)ups  get  together  in  groups  or  pods  and  ap- 
proach nearer  and  nearer  to  the  shore;  alter  a  week  or  so  they  are 
down  near  the  surf  but  run  back  terrified  whenever  a  wave  comes  in. 
They  then  begin  to  get  axMpiaintcMl  with  the  sea  and  little  by  little 
overcome  their  terror  and  learn  to  use  their  llii)i)ers.  1  have  seen  a 
female  sometimes  i)ick  her  pui>  up  by  the  back  of  the  neck  and  carry 
it  out  into  the  water  and  let  go  of  the  little  animal,  catching  it  before 
it  drowned  and  holding  it  above  th(\  wavtss;  this  she  would  repeat  time 
and  again  until  the  little  fellow  got  over  his  terror  and  began  to  use 
his  flipi>er8.  By  the  1st  of  September  nearly  all  the  pups  have  learned 
to  swim,  and  until  the  tinu*  of  their  departure  from  the  islands  S])end 
their  time  lK)th  on  land  and  in  the  water,  but  by  far  the  greater  por- 
tion of  this  period  is  spent  on  land.  The  time  they  leave  the  islands 
is  generally  the  middle  of  November,  but  the  weather  is  the  true  mark 
of  such  departure,  they  seeming  to  be  unwilling  to  stay  after  the  first 
snow  or  sleet  comes.  On  dei)arting  from  their  island  home  they  pro- 
reed  southward  thnmgh  the  Aleutian  i)asses,  the  majority  going 
through  or  to  the  eastward  of  the  pass  of  longitude  172^.  Tlie  cause 
of  their  departure  is  doubtless  the  approach  of  cold  , 
weather  and  the  lack  of  sufficient  food.  Migration,  muse  of. 

Providing  the  conditions  were  the  same  on  the  islands  the  year  round 
as  they  are  in  the  summer,  and  ])roviding  the  food  sui)p]y  was  suffi- 
cient in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  islands,  I  think  the  seals  would 
remain  on  or  about  the  islands  during  the  entire  year.  The  seals  evi- 
dently consider  these  islands  their  home  and  only  leave  them  by  rea- 
son of  lack  of  food  and  inclement  weather.  Some  seals  remain  alxmt 
the  islands  until  the  first  of  January,  and  the  winters  of  1874:  and  1875 
being  exceptionally  mild,  seals  remained  on  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
islands  duniig  the  whole  year. 

From  my  inquiries  and  observations  1  am  convinced  the  seals,  after 
going  through  the  Aleutian  passes,  seek  the  vast  schools  of  fishes 
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to  take  when  left  to  themselves.    The  i)ractice  of  driviii[^  luxs  always 

been  conducted  the  sauie  as  when  I  was  on  tlie  islands,  and  the  seals 

^       ,,   ,.  have  thriven  and  hicreased  under  it.     They  ijrow  much 

Domestication.  .  .  .,i  i     ^     i    •    •  ij.i 

tamer,  too,  With  repeated  drivmi^,  and  seem  to  learn 
the  road  and  what  is  expected  of  tliem  on  the  killing  ground.  It  is 
much  less*  trouble  to  handle  a  drove  of  seals  from  the  rookery  very 
near  the  village  than  those  from  a  distant  point.  They  grow  very 
tame  when  reared  near  wherc^  people  are  passing  and  repassing,  and 
none  of  them  are  as  wild  or  show  as  much  fear  as  sheep  ordinarily  do 
when  approached  by  man. 
The  large  bachekn-  seals  arrive  on  the  ivslands  from  the  1st  to  the  15th 

of  June  eai.'h  year,  sleek  and  fat  as  they  can  be,  while 
Arrv  o  ®  "™  tlic  Same  seals  in  September  are  very  thin  in  flesh,  or 
in  about  the  same  condition  as  the  bull  sejds  then  are,  which,  it  is  well 
known,  do  not  leave  the  rookeries  for  some  four  months.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  yearlings  and  two-year-olds  renmin  in  good  condition  the  en- 
tire season,  and  must,  I  think,  go  off  to  th(^  feeding  grounds  occasion- 

allv  during  the  summer.    The  females  go  and  come 

Female,  feeding.         ^^^^^^,  ^^^^^  ^^,^^  ^.^^^  ^j.^^,^  ^^^  ^j^^^j^.  ^^^^^  .^^  ^j^^   islands.      I 

have  seen  rookeries,  and  particularly  the  one  on  the  reef,  plainly  in 
sight  from  St.  Paul  village,  swarming  with  pui)8  and  comparatively  few 
mothers  in  sight,  and  it  lias  sometinu's  remained  so  for  twenty  or  thirty 
hours  at  a  time,  convincing  me  that  they  must  have  gone  a  consider- 
able distance  from  the  islands  for  food.     Up  to  18S1  there  were  never 

enough  deatl  pups  on  the  rookeries  to  cause  any  re- 
Dead  pupa.  mark.    Occasionally  one  would  be  trampled  to  death 

by  the  fighting  bulls,  but  the  loss  was  almost  nothing  until  the  marine 
hunters  began  their  work,  and  it  grew  to  be  quite  noticeable  before  I 
left  the  islands.  It  was  easy  enough  to  see  what  they  died  of.  They 
simply  starved  to  death,  wandering  abcmt  and  bleating  until  it  made 
one's  heai't.  ache  to  see  them.  Their  mothers  had  been  killed  off' in  the 
water,  and  the  pups  lived  and  suffered  for  weeks.  They  are  very  tena- 
cious of  life,  holding  out  six  or  eight  weeks  or  more  after  they  lose  their 
mothers, 
I  am  asked  whether  the  seals  copulate  in  the  water.  It  is  a  ques- 
^     ,   .     ,  tion  that  is  often  discusvsed  at  the  islands,  and  neither 

Copulation  in  water.  .,  •       x-i.        i  ^i  '*.'*•  i  i      i. 

*  the  scientilic  observers  nor  the  nnscientilic  are  able  to 

agree  about  it.  I  have  seen  seals  in  position  when  it  secMned  to  be  at- 
tempted, but  doubt  whether  it  is  ellectnally  accomi>lishcd.  If  it  were, 
I  think  we  should  see  pups  sometimes  boin  hite  and  out  of  season,  but 
such  is  not  the  case. 

I  believe  there  has  been  a  great  decrease  of  seals  on  the  islands  since 

I  left  there,  and  this  is  no  doubt  due  to  iielagic  hunt- 
ing.     The  extermination  of  the  animals  and  of  the  in- 
dustry will  be  swilt  and  sure  unless  the  iemale  seals  are  prot(»cted  from 

the  devastation  now  going  on,  and  1  do  not  bi'liev(»  it 
"*  '^  ""'  possible  to  i)rot<K*t  t\utu\  as  they  should  be  unless  the 

North  Pacific  as  well  as  Bering  Sea  is  included  in  any  measures  adopted 
to  this  end. 

John  Aiimstkong. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  lOth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1892. 

[SEAL.]  CLEMExNT    r.ENNETT, 

Notary  Fublio. 
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Deposition  of  Charlen  Bryant^  special  Trcaisury  lujetU  on  Fribilof  Islands, 

HABITS. 

District  op  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington^  ss : 

Charles  Bryaut,  beiiif*:  duly  sworu,  do])()sos  and  ssiys:  I  am  a  resi- 
dent of  Mattapoisett,  Plyniouth  County,  State  of  Massachusetts,  and 
am  72  years  of  age.     lu  Se|>teiuber,  18(iS,  1  was  appointed  a  si)e<jial 
Treasury  agent  to  go  to  Pribilof  IslancLs  for  tlie  pur- 
lK)8e  of  investigating  and  ix*i)ortin^  as  to  the  habits  t)f     *^^p^"®"<^«- 
the  fur  seal,  the  eondition  of  the  ishmds,  and  the  most  iulvantngeoas 
plan  to  be  adopted  for  the  government  and  management  of  the  same. 
Pursuant  to  such  appointment,  1  i)roeeeded  to  the  Pacific  coast,  and  in 
March,  1801),  I  landed  on  St.  Paul  Ishind,  remaining  there  until  Sep- 
tember of  the  same  year.     I  then  returned  to  Wasliing- 
ton  and  laid  my  report  before  the  Treasury  1  )ei)artnient.  „,."***  niM>rt  to  Trea»- 
I  again  went  bacjk  to  the  ivslands  in  July,  1870,  and  re- 
uiained  there  until  the  fall  of  1871.    Then,  in  April,  1872, 1  again  arrived 
at  the  islands,  this  time  in  the  capacity  of  a  spe<ial  agent  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  in  charge  of  the  seal  ishuids.     I  was  upon  the  islands 
j^s  such  agent  from  that  time  and  during  the  sealing  season  from  1872 
to  1877,  inclusive,  and  passed  three  winters  there,  viz,  those  of  1872, 
1874,  and  1876.    Since  the  year  1877  I  have  not  visited  the  s(»al  islands. 
I  have  examined  the  breeding  areas  of  1870,  indicated 
by  H.  H.  Mclhtyre  on  charts  A,  B,  O,  D,  E,  F,  and  G,  ar^r^f'^iScreaHe 
of  St.  Paul  Island,  and  they  are  to  the  best  of  my  knowl-  !;J»"«  »  ^y  "• }}-  ^»> 

•I  \\\  \*T"j^   fill    I'lnT*!  *4 

edge  and  belief  correct.  1  have  also  examined  the  areas 
of  increase  shown  by  him  upon  the  same  charts  as  api)licable  to  the  breed- 
ing rookeries  in  1882,  and  they  were  proportionately  correct  in  1877, 
the  last  year  of  my  stiiy  upon  tht^  islands,  the  increase  up  to  that  time 
having  been  about  one-half  of  that  shown  by  him.  The  above  state- 
ment is  true,  also,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  be- 
lief, of  the  breeding  area^s  of  1870  and  the  inc^rease  of  arn.r  *llf  "i'Im 
1882,  indicated  by  Thomajs  F.  Morgan  upon  charts  11,  ^jl'"^^"  by  tiiou.uh  f. 

IT  \^n^.\   vr        V  LsZ    /^  C7  A  7     Mor;ian  tin  charts. 

,  J,  and  K,  ot  St.  George. 

CiIARLKS    DllVANT. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  tliis  15th  day  of  April,  1802. 

[L,  S.]  C'lIAS.  L.  lllMinKS, 

Notary  rublic  in  and  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 


r*vviu\h\}f  an-aM  an  d 
r  e  a  H  « 


Deposition  of  Charles  Bryant,  special  Treasury  agent  on  Pribilof  Islands. 

HABITS  AND  EOOKEEIES  IN  18G0-'77. 

DiSTBiOT  OP  Columbia, 

Cil/y  of  Washington,  ss: 

Charles  Bryant,  being  duly  sworn,  dei)oses  and  says:  I  am  a  resident 
of  Mattapoisett,  Plymouth  County,  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  am 
72  years  of  age.  From  1840  to  1858  1  was  engaged  in  whaling  in 
the  North  Paeiflc  Ocean  and  Bering  Sea.  The  latter  portion  of  the 
time  I  was  captain  of  a  whaling  vessel.  I  then  retired 
to  a  farm  located  in  the  town  of  Fairhaven,  in  Bristol  ^''''^^""•^^ 
County,  State  aforesiiid.    In  September,  1808,  I  was  appointed  a  spe- 
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cial  Treasury  agent  to  go  to  the  Pribilof  Islands  to  investigate  and  to 
report  as  to  the  habits  of  the  fur  seal,  tlie  condition  of  the  islands^ 
and  the  most  advantageous  plan  to  adoi)t  for  the  government  and 
management  of  the  same.  Pursuant  to  such  appointment  I  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Pacific  coast  and  in  March,  1809,  I  landed  on  St.  Paul 
Island  and  remained  there  until  September  of  the  same  year.    I  then 

returned  to  Washington  and  laid  my  report  before  the 
Report  to  Treaanry.  Treasury  Department.  I  again  went  back  to  the  is- 
lands in  July,  1870,  and  remained  until  the  fall  of  1871.  Then  in 
April,  1872,  I  again  arrived  on  St.  l^aul  Island,  this  time  in  the  capac- 
ity of  spe(ual  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  in  charge  of  the  seal 
islands.  I  was  upon  the  islands  as  such  agent  from  that  time  during 
the  sealing  seavsons  from  1872  to  1877,  inclusive,  and  passed  three  win- 
ters there,  namely,  those  of  1872,  1874,  and  187(>.  Since  the  year  1877 
I  have  never  visited  the  seal  islands,  and  have  been  in  retirement  at 
Mattapoisett  aforesaid.  During  these  years  1  was  upon  the  islands  I 
made  a  most  careful  study  of  seal  life  thereon,  and  examined  and  in- 
quired of  the  natives  in  relation  to  the  habits  and  former  conditions  of 
the  fur  seals. 
The  Alaska  fur  seal  breeds  nowhere  else  except  on  the  Pribilof  Is- 
lands. I  took  i)arti(ular  care  in  investigating  the 
biJonSandilf  **°  ^^    qucstiou  of  wliat  became  of  the  seal  herd  while  absent 

from  the  islands.  My  inquiries  were  ma<le  among  the 
Alaskan  Indians,  half  breeds,  Aleuts,  and  fur-traders  along  the  north- 
west coast  and  Aleutian  Islands.  One  man,  who  had  been  a  trapper 
for  many  years  along  the  coast,  stated  to  me  that  in  all  his  experience 
he  never  knew  of  but  one  case  where  seals  had  hauled  out  on  the  Pa- 
cific coast,  Jind  that  was  when  four  or  five  landed  on  Queen  Charlotte 
Island.  This  is  the  only  case  I  ever  heard  of  seals  coming  ashore  at  any 
rther  place  on  the  Americ^an  side  of  the  Pacific  except  the  Pribilof 

Islands.    Theseseals  are  migratory,  leaving  the  islands 

Migration.  j^  ^|^^  early  winter  and  returning  again  in  the  spring. 

The  Pribilof  herd  does  not  mingle  with  the  herd  located  on  the  Com- 

Pribiiof  and  Com-  '"^^^^^<^i'  Islauds.  Tliis  I  kuow  IVom  the  fact  that  the 
mnmu-T  herds  do  not  herd  go(?s  eastward  afterentering  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and 
°**"*''^®-  from  (piestioning  natives  and  half  breeds,  who  had  re- 

sided in  Kamschatka  as  employes  of  the  Russian  Pur  Company,  I  learned 
that  the  Commander  herd  on  leaving  their  islands  go  southwestward 
into  the  Okhotsk  Sea  and  the  waters  to  the  soiithwaid  of  it  and  winter 
there.  This  fact  was  further  verified  by  whalers  wlio  find  them  there  in 
the  early  spring. 

The  Alaskan  seals  make  their  home  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  because 

they  need  for  the  peiiod  they  spend  on  land  a  pecu- 

homl^Jf  Aia^Hkan^^i!  ^^^^^7  ^^^h  ^^oist,  and  chmdy  climate,  with  very  little 

sunshine  or  heavy  lains.  This  peculiarity  of  climate  is 
only  to  be  found  on  the  Pribilof  and  Commander  islands,  and  during 
my  long  exi)erieuce  in  the  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea  I  never  found 
another  locality  which  possessed  these  ('onditions  so  favorable  to  seal 
life.  Add  to  this  fact  the  isolated  condition  of  the  seal  ishands  and  we 
can  readily  see  why  the  seals  selected  this  home. 
The  pup  seal  is  born  on  the  rocky  shores  of  these  islands,  the  mother 

evidently  i)ret'erring  a  spot  covered  with  broken  lava 
PrTbjVofi^™nd?.^^°°  rocks  to  the  sand   beaches.    The  birth  takes  place 

within  two  or  three  days  alter  the  female  lands,  and 
oft^n  within  a  few  hours.  When  born  the  i)up  weighs  from  4  to  5 
pounds,  and  spends  the  first  six  weeks  of  its  existence  on  land.    Dur- 
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ing  this  period  tbe  imp  is  in  no  sense  an  anipliibian,  being  as  Ijelpless 
in  the  water  as  a  young  chicken;  it  can  not  swim,  and  when  thrown  in 
the  water  would  inevitably  drown  if  not  rescued  by  its 
mother  or  by  man.  Therefore,  if  a  pup  was  born  in  ^}^^^'  ^^^^^  ^' 
the  water  it  would  certainly  perish.  I  have  seen  case« 
where  a  motlier,  being  taken  by  the  pains  of  parturition,  sought  the 
nearest  beach  rather  than  a  rookery,  not  having  time  to  reach  the 
latter  before  the  birth  of  her  pup.  if*  pups  could  be  born  in  the  water 
such  cases  as  the  last  stated  would  not  occur.  The  pup  is  nursed  by 
its  mother  from  its  birth  so  long  as  it  remains  on  the  islands,  the 
mother  leaving  the  islands  at  different  intervals  of  time  after  the  pup 
is  three  or  four  days  old.  I  have  seen  pups,  which  I  had  previously 
marked  by  a  ribbon,  left  for  three  or  four  days  consecutively,  the 
mothers  going  into  the  water  to  feed  or  bathe.  A  motlier  seal  will  in- 
stantly recognize  her  offspring  from  a  large  group  of  pups  on  the 
rookery,  distinguishing  it  by  its  cry  and  by  smell;  but  I  do  not  think 
a  pup  can  tell  its  own  mother,  as  it  will  nose  about  any  cow  which 
comes  near  it.  A  fem.ale  seal  does  not  suckle  any  pup  save  her  own, 
and  will  drive  away  any  other  pups  which  approach  her. 

I  am  positive  that  if  a  mother  seal  was  killed  her  pup  must  inevita- 
bly perish  by  stiirvation.  As  evidence  of  this  fact  1  will  stat^  that  I 
have  taken  stray,  motherless  pups  found  on  the  sand  beaches  and 
placed  them  upon  the  breeding  rookeries  l)eside  milking  females  and 
in  all  instances  these  pups  have  linally  died  of  starvation.  When 
about  4  weeks  old  the  pups  get  togc^ther  in  groups  or  pods  and  ap- 
proach nearer  and  nearer  to  the  shore;  after  a  week  or  so  they  are 
down  near  the  surf  but  run  back  terrified  whenever  a  wave  comes  in. 
They  then  begin  to  get  acquainted  with  the  sea  and  little  by  little 
overcome  their  t<irror  and  learn  to  use  their  flippers.  I  have  seen  a 
female  sometimes  pick  her  i)up  up  by  the  back  of  the  neck  and  carry 
it  out  into  the  wat^r  and  let  go  of  the  little  animal,  catching  it  before 
it  drowned  and  holding  it  above  the  waves;  this  she  would  repeat  time 
and  again  until  the  little  fellow  got  over  his  terror  and  began  to  use 
his  flippers.  By  the  1st  of  September  nearly  all  the  pups  have  learned 
tf>  swim,  and  until  the  time  of  their  departure  from  the  islands  spend 
their  time  both  on  land  and  in  the  water,  but  by  far  the  greater  por- 
tion of  this  period  is  spent  on  land.  The  time  they  leave  the  islands 
is  generally  the  middle  of  November,  but  the  weather  is  the  true  mark 
of  such  departure,  they  seeming  to  be  unwilling  to  stay  after  the  first 
snow  or  sh^et  (tomes.  On  departing  from  their  island  home  they  pro- 
ceed southward  through  the  Aleutian  passes,  the  majority  going 
through  or  to  the  eastward  of  the  pass  of  longitude  172o,  The  cause 
of  their  dei)arture  is  doubtless  the  approach  of  cold  ^,. 
weather  and  tlie  lack  of  sufficient  food.  Migration.  cau«e  of. 

Providing  the  conditions  were  the  same  on  the  islands  the  year  round 
as  they  are  in  the  summer,  and  juoviding  the  food  sui>ply  wa«  suffi- 
cient in  the  inm]ediat<3  vicinity  of  the  islands,  I  think  the  seals  would 
remain  on  or  about  the  islands  during  the  entire  year.  The  seals  evi- 
dently consider  these  islands  their  home  and  only  leave  them  by  rea- 
son of  lack  of  food  and  inclement  weather.  Some  seals  remain  about 
the  islands  until  the  first  of  January,  and  the  winters  of  1874  and  1875 
being  exceptionally  mild,  seals  remained  on  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
islands  <luring  the  whole  year. 

From  my  inquiries  and  observations  I  am  convinced  the  seals,  after 
going  through  the  Aleutian  passes,  seek  the  viist  schools  of  fishes 
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I  have  further  observed  the  fact  that  bulls  have  a  tendency  to  return 
to  the  same  jilace  on  the  same  rookery  year  after  year.  One  bull  in  par- 
ticular, which  I  knew  from  his  peculiarities,  returned  to  the  same  rock 
for  five  seasons. 

During  my  observation  only  one  class  of  bachelor  seals  on  the  islands 
showed  any  deficiency  in  numbers,  and  1  accounted  for  this  fact  in  my 
report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  September  5,  1872,  from 
which  I  quote:  *'The  weather,  although  excessively 
fog'^y  J^nd  disagreeable  to  the  residents  of  the  islands,  on&e«.*  ^^  ^^^"g^*®^ 
has  been  especially  favorable  to  the  young  seals.  It  is 
also  observable  that  a  larger  number  of  yearlings  or  last  year  pups  than 
usual  have  returned  to  the  islands  the  i)resent  season.  There  is  now 
only  a  deficiency  of  one  class,  that  of  tlie  four  and  five  year  old  seals. 
This  is  clearly  traceable  to  the  following  causes:  During  the  season  of 
18(58  there  were  killed  on  both  islands  220,000  animals  for  their  skins, 
and  in  the  season  of  1869,  85,000  for  their  skins.  At  that  time  the  rela- 
tive value  of  the  sizes  or  ages  of  the  skins  was  not  understood,  and  all 
the  skins  being  paid  for  at  the  satne  price,  the  natives  who  were  quick 
to  perceive  the  difference  between  taking  a  small  skin  and  a  large  (me 
and  carrying  it  to  the  salt  houses,  killed  all  the  yearlings  they  could; 
these  were  the  products  of  1807  and  1868.  These  were  sent  forward  in 
1870  to  market  and  overstocked  it  with  small  skins.  This  created  a 
demand  for  hirger  skins,  and  tlie  Alaska  Commercial  Company  in- 
structed their  agents  to  take  all  the  large  skins  possible  in  1871 ;  this 
was  done  and  as  many  4  and  5  year  old  seals  as  could  be  taken.  This 
again  fell  on  the  already  diminished  product  of  1867  and  1868.  When 
these  were  sent  to  market  they  were  found  too  old,  and  now  the  proper 
medium  being  ascertained  the  seals  will  be  selected  accordingly." 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  killing  in  1868  was  done  by  un- 
authorized persons  before  the  Government  could  arrange  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  rookeries.    From  1870  up  to  the  time  I 
left  the  islands  in  1877,  the  females,  of  which  I  made  as     ^"*^^°''«- 
careful  a  calculaticm  as  is  possible  by  measuring  the  areas  covered  by 
the  breeding  rookeries,  increased  from  4  to  5  per  cent  annually. 

The  whole  time  1  was  there  there  was  an  ample  supply  of  full-grown 
vigorous  males  sufiicient  for  serving  all  the  females  on 
the  islands,  and  every  year  a  surplus  of  vigorous  bulls  iii|"^^'*^°^^  ^^  ™^® 
could  always  be  found  about  the  rookeries  awaiting  an 
opportunity  to  usui^)  the  place  of  some  old  or  wounded  bull,  unable 
longer  to  maintain  his  place  on  the  breeding  grounds.  I  should  except 
from  this  general  statement  the  seasons  of  1873  and  t-o  1875  when  the 
destruction  of  young  males  in  1868  and  the  error  made  by  the  company 
under  their  misapprehension  as  to  the  character  of  skins  to  be  taken  for 
market,  perceptibly  affected  the  males  on  the  breeding  grounds.  It  is 
not  certtun  that  the  fertilizing  of  the  females  was  thereby  affected  and 
this  gai)  was  filled  up  and  from  this  time  on  there  was  at  all  times  not 
only  a  sufficiency  but  a  surplus  of  male  life  for  breeding  purposes. 

The  increase  in  female  life  was  readily  determined  by  noticing  annually 
the  lines  of  demarkation  of  the  lireeding  grounds  among 
the  rocks,  and  also  from  the  fact  that  many  lanes  ^°<^^*®®«*'- 
through  the  breeding  rookeries  to  the  hauling  grounds,  left  by  the  old 
males  for  the  use  of  the  bachelors,  which  existed  in  1870,  were  entirely 
closed  up  by  the  breeders  in  1877,  and  the  bacheh)r  seals  were  compelled 
to  haul  out  on  the  sand  beaches.  Another  proof  of  this  increase  was 
the  fact  that  in  1870  the  breeding  seals  confined  themselves  to  the 
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shores  covered  with  broken  rocks,  but  in  1877  the  areas  had  increased 
to  such  an  extent  that  a  considerabJe  percentage  of  the  breeding  seals 
extended  out  onto  the  sand  beaches,  which  before  they  had  carefully 
avoided,  for  reasons  I  have  heretofore  stated. 

The  pups  on  the  rookeries  were  fat  and  healthy,  and  while  I  was  on 
the  islands  no  epidemic  disease  ever  appeared  among  them,  nor  did  the 
natives  have  stories  of  an  epidemic  ever  destroying  them.    A  dead 

pup  was  rarely  seen,  the  dead  being  a  small  fraction 

Dead  popB  a  rarity.    ^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^j^^j^  number   Of  pupS.      I   dO   UOt 

think  while  I  was  there  I  saw  in  any  one  season  lifty  dead  pups  on  the 
rookeries,  and  the  majority  of  dead  i)ui)s  were  along  the  shore,  having 
been  killed  by  the  surf. 

During  the  entire  time  I  was  upon  the  islands  the  most  stringent  regu- 
lations were  always  enforced  in  relation  to  disturbing  the  rookeries  in 

any  way.  The  use  of  firearms  during  the  season  the 
forw<We™on"iiiwK&^  scals  wcrc  upou  the  islands  was  forbidden,  and  this  was 

enforced  by  taking  possession  of  the  guns  of  the  natives 
or  by  removing  the  locks  and  retaining  them  until  the  close  of  the  sea- 
son; also  all  dogs  were,  in  1869  or  1870,  destroyed  on  the  islands,  and 
no  others  were  allowed  to  be  brought  here. 

The  driving  and  killing  of  the  bachelor  seals  was  always  carried  on 
in  the  most  careful  manner,  and  during  my  stay  upon  the  islands  there 

was  i)ractically  no  injury  caused  to  seal  lifobyover- 
^^Priving  and  kill-  driving,  and  after  1873,  when  horses  and  mules  were 

introduced  by  the  lessees  to  transport  the  skins,  the 
seals  were  not  driven  as  far,  killing  grounds  being  established  near  the 
hauling  grounds  and  the  loss  by  overdriving  was  reduced  to  the  frac- 
Kedrivin  *^^^  ^^  ^  P^^  ccut.    Rcdriving  of  tlic  growiug  males 

ving.  from  the  various  hauling  grounds  was  made  at  inter- 

vals of  several  days,  and  did  not  cause  them  any  injury,  and  I  am 
thoroughly  satisfied  that  there  was  not  a  single  instance  in  which  the 
virility  of  a  male  seal  was  destroyed  or  impaired  by  redriving. 

In  all  cases,  at  suitable  intervals  and  before  driving  to  the  killing 
grounds,  the  herd  was  halted  and  the  males  of  5  years  old  or  older  were 
allowed  to  escape.  Females  were  never  driven,  except  in  a  few  cases 
where  a  barren  one  had  hauled  uj)  with  the  bachelors,  but  I  do  not 
think  in  ten  thousand  females  there  is  one  barren. 

The  general  methods  employed  under  American  rule  were  far  su- 
-  ,  i)erior  to  those  of  the  Russians,  as  will  be  readily  un- 

mout     under   Ameri-    dcrstood  fiom  tllC  follOWlUg  factS. 

can  control.  Whcu  I  first  visltcd  thc  Seal  islandsin  1868  the  natives 

were  living  in  semi  subterranean  houses  built  of  turf  and  such  pieces  of 

driftwood  and  whalebones  as  they  were  able  to  secure  on 

Condition  of  natives  the  bcach.    Tlicir  food  liad  been  prior  to  that  time  in- 

Ooipany^''   Kn88ian   guffi(>|(>ii|^  j^j  varioty,  and  was  comprised  of  seal  meat 

and  a  few  other  articles,  furnished  in  meager  quantity 
by  the  Russian  Fur  Comi)any.  They  had  no  fuel,  and  depended  for  heat 
upon  the  crow  ding  together  in  their  turf  houses,  sleeping  in  the  dried 
grasses  secured  upon  the  islands.  Forced  to  live  under  these  condi- 
tions tiiey  could  not  of  course  make  progress  towards  civilization. 
There  were  no  facilities  for  transi)orting  tiie  skins.  They  were  carried 
on  the  backs  of  the  natives,  entailing  great  labor  and  hardship,  and  by 
reason  of  these  tedious  methods  the  taking  of  tlie  annual  catch  was 
extended  over  a  number  of  months,  being  a  continual  source  of  moles- 
tation te  the  hauling  seals. 
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Deposition  of  Joseph  Stanley  Brown,  geoloffist  in  the  U.  S.  Ocological  Sur- 
vey and  special  agent  of  the  Treasury. 

haiuts  and  rookeries. 

District  of  Colt:mbia, 

City  of  Washington,  ss: 

Joseph  Stanley  Brown,  bein^  duly  sworn,  doposos  and  says:  I  am  .30 

years  of  age;  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States;  leside 
^ffi"tt"ent*^"*^  "*  ^^^  Mentor,  Ohio;  am  oy  profession  a  p:eoh>gist,  and  as 
speti    tt«e   .  snch  am  employed  in  the  U.  S.  Geoh)gieal  Snrvey. 

In  April,  1891,  I  was  ordered  by  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  to  whose  direction  the  ollieers  of  the  Geolofjieal  Survey  are 
subject,  to  report  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  per- 
sonally for  special  service.  This  I  did,  and  on  the  27th  of  thatuHmth 
1  received  fi*om  the  latter  a  temporary  appointment  as  special  agent. 
On  May  4  I  was  given  instructions  to  visit  the  Pribilof  Islands,  for 

the  puipose  of  studying  the  seal  life  found  therexm, 
Instructions.  ^^^j^  ^^  vicw  to  procuriug  full  and  accurate  information, 

not  only  as  to  its  present  general  condition,  but  also  morespecilicallyas 
to  any  increase  or  diminution  of  the  seal  herd  that  makes  its  home  upon 
the  islands.  I  was  further  instruct<*d,  should  I  lind  that  change  had  oc- 
curred, to  inquire  carefully  into  its  relative  amount  and  the  causes  lead- 
ing thereto.  My  duties  were  in  no  way  connected  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  islands,  but  I  was  left  free  to  make  as  exhaustive  and 
comprehensive  an  examination  of  seal  life  on  the  islands  as  the  time  at 
my  disposal  would  permit. 

In  ac(tordance  with  my  instructions  I  proceeded  to  San  Francisco 
,   o  on  Rush       ^^^^  ^"  ^^^^  '-i'itli  day  of  May  sailed  for  Bering  Sea  on  the 

o>ngeon   us.       (juj^^.d  ^fatcs  rcvcuue  steamer  Jiush,    The  Rush  nr- 

rived  at  St.  George  Island  on  June  9tli  and  at  St.  Paul  on  the  following 
day.  I  entered  immediately  upon  the  work  assigned  me  and  continued 
it  int^»Truptedly  until  September  22,  when  the  Rush  returned  to  San 
Francisco,  arriving  there  on  October  2. 
Of  theonehundnMland thirty daysdevot^dtofield  investigation  eighty 
Soum'sof  informa-  WCTB  giveii  to  tlic  two  ishiuds  aiid  fifty  s])ent  at  sea  in 
**""•  making  the  voyage  to  and  from  San  Francis(!0  and  in 

cruising  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Pribilof  Islaiuls.  This  cruising  carried 
me  as  tar  north  as  the  island  of  St.  Matthew  andof  Nunivak,  and  gave 
me  an  opportunity  to  visit  the  villages  of  Akutan,  LTnalaska,  Makushin, 
Hashega,  and  Chernofsky,  on  the  Aleutian  chaui.  Thus  by  field  inv€^s- 
tigation,  by  cruising,  as  well  as  by  seeking  information  from  those 
qualified  by  their  calling  to  giv(»  it,  I  sought  to  familiarize  myself  with 
the  seal  question  in  all  its  phases. 
In  the  prosecution  of  my  inv(»stigntions  I  deemed  it  desirable  to  pho- 

tograj)!!  all  th(^  rookeries  often  from  two  positions;  to 
erS*****^™^^'*^** ^***^^    make  a  geiu^ral  topographic  survey  of  both  islands  on 

a  scale  of  1  mile  to  the  inch  and  to  ])r(»])are  detailed 
charts  of  the  rookeries  upon  the  unusually  large  scale  of  2(>4  feet  to  the 
snrvt"  of  isiamiH  "'<*^^-     ^**  Carrying  ont  tliis  work  I  examined  the  entire 
and"cha*ru  of  rook»;r-  shoreliucs  of  St.  i^iul  and  St.  GcoFge,  and  there  is  not 
*'■''•  an  area  of  a  mile  square  ujxju  either  that  I  have  not 

traversed  nor  a  scpmre  hundred  iWt  upon  a  rookery  (hat  I  have  not  re- 
peat edly  inspected.    Tiie  close  att^Mit ion  to  topographic  forms  demanded 

in  platting  rookeries  with  so  much  minuteness  and  the 
amiSlItron"**^^**'^**    cave  required  iu  Selecting  the  best  positions  to  secure 

photographs  inevitably  drew  me  in  close  contact  with 
seal  life  and  greatly  increased  my  opportunities  to  study  it.    There  was 
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hardly  a  day  in  which  1  did  not  have  a  chance  to  examine  tlie  rookeries 
and  observe  rookery  life  in  its  varied  forms.  In  all  my  work  upon 
the  islands  I  was  constantly  attended  by  native  Aleuts,  who  assisted 
in  transporting  my  instruments  and  other  impedimenta.  Several  of 
these  could  speak  fair  English.  Our  intim  ite  daily  relations,  which  ex- 
tended over  nearly  three  months,  were  under  conditions  that  offered 
neither  incentive  to  secrecy  nor  to  deception,  and,  while  their  general 
views  on  and  theory  of  seal  life  are  to  be  received  with  caution,  they 
are  keen  observers  of  little  details,  and  from  them,  their  friends,  and 
old  Russian  records  on  the  islands  1  received  many  valuable  hints  of 
a  natural-historv  and  historical  character. 

This  little  group  of  islets,  consisting,  in  theorderof  their  magnitude, 
of  St.  Paul,  St.  George,  Otter,  and  Walrus  islands,  were     p^.^^-i^^^  j 
created  in  the  shallow  waters  of  Bering  Sea  by  volcanic       "  "  "    **  '^"'  ^' 
agency.    Outpour  upon  outpour  of  basaltic  Liva  gave  to  St.  Paul  low- 
lying  sea  margins  which  the  waves  and  ice  ground  into  1 1  la  d 
bowlders,  i>ebbles,  and  sand,  and  distributed  into  long        '  ""    *  "  ' 
reaches  of  sandy  shore  at  several  points.    The  island  lies  to  day,  except 
for  these  minor  changes,  just  as  it  was  created.     Cliffs  are  infrequent 
and  there  are  from  20  to  25  miles  of  alternating  areas  of  sand,  rocky 
ledges,  and  bowlder  covered  shores  that  could  be  made  available,  did 
an  expanding  herd  demand  it,  for  the  uses  of  the  seal.    About  37  or  38 
miles  to  the  southeast  lies  the  second  largest  of  the     g^  ^^^^  e  inland 
group,  St.  George,  which,  though  formed  in  the  same        '    ®^^*^ 
manner  as  its  neighbor,  has  nevertheless  been  so  modified  by  orographic 
movement  as  to  form  a  strong  contrast  to  it  topographically.     Bold, 
towering  cliffs  are  the  rule,  low-lying  shores  are  rare,  and  it  can  boast 
of  only  about  6  or  8  miles  of  really  satisfactory  rookery  space  along 
the  entire  sea  front.    As  a  imtural  result  St.  Paul  can  and  does  support 
a  far  greater  seal  J)opulation  than  St.  George. 

The  greatest  length  of  either  of  these  islands  would  be  covered  by  12 
miles,  while  6  would  easily  span  them  at  their  widest     sj^e  of  islands 
l)art.    Otter  and  Walrus  islands,  the  former  abcmt  0       '^^**  ****"  **' 
miles  to  the  southward  and  the  latter  about  7  miles  to  the  eastward  of 
St.  Paul,  are  mere  rocky  remnants  and  now  play  no 
part  as  breeding  grounds  for  the  seal,  and  it  is  ques-  inlands.  *°^  "^'^*^">* 
tionable  if  they  ever  did.    The  islands  are  far  removed 
from  other  land  areas,  the  nearest  point  on  the  Aleutian  Archipelago 
lying  200  miles  to  the  S(mthward. 

The  meteorologic  conditions  in  these  latitudes  are  such  that  fogs  and 
mists  hang  so  continuously  over  the  land  and  water  as 
to  make  navigation  very  uncertain  and  dangerous.  So  ditufilr"****^^*^  *^^° 
all-enveloping  are  these  vapors  that  it  is  often  impossi- 
ble to  see  the  shore  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant,  and  so  fickle  are  the 
fogs  and  mists  that  I  ascended  Bogaslov,  the  central  cone  of  the  island 
of  St.  Paul,  live  times  before  I  could  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  hills  imme- 
diately surrounding  it,  and  this,  too,  when  Ciich  occasion  was  selected 
for  its  promise  of  clearness.  The  temperature  of  the  warm  season  aver- 
ages about  450  or  50^,  and,  though  no  trees  grow  upon  the  islands,  the 
excessive  humidity  is  so  favorable  for  grasses,  flowers,  and  other  herb- 
age that  they  grow  with  a  rapidity  and  flourish  with  a  luxuriance  diffi- 
cult to  realize  and  unknown  in  the  north  temperate  zone. 

Many  explanations  have  been  offered  of  the  seals  having  selected 
these  islands  as  their  home.    My  observation  does  not   ^^ 
enable  me  to  state  their  reason  lor  having  done  so,  but     **™®**     ®  °^'*®*  * 
the  fact  remains  substantiated  by  my  experince  and  that  of  all  others 
of  whom  inquiries  were   made  that  these  remote,  rock-bound,  fog- 
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(liciu'hed  islands  are  the  choReu  resort  of  tlie  fur-bearing  seal  {Callo- 
rhin  us  urs in  us) .  The  more  j a g ged  an d  irregular  the  1  a va fra guien ts  that 
cover  the  shore,  the  more  continuous  the  drenching  they  receive  from 
the  moisture-laden  atmosphere,  the  better  the  seals  seem  to  like  it. 
Neither  from  personal  observation,  from  inquiries  of  the  natives  on  the 
islands  and  the  villages  of  the  Aleutian  chain,  nor  from  questioning 
seafaring  men,  who,  by  opportunity  for  observation  and  general  intel- 
ligence, were  competent  to  inform  me,  could  I  learn  of  any  other  land 
area  ever  having  been  selected  by  this  herd  of  fur-seal  for  its  residence 
and  for  the  perpetuation  of  its  species. 

1  learned  that  fur-seals  of  the  species  CallorMnus  ursintis  do  breed 

and  haul  out  at  the  Commander  Islands  and  Kobbin 
andTiobbiu  R^ff"^^  Rccf,  but  the  statcmcuts  made  to  me  were  unanimous 

that  they  are  a  sejmrate  herd,  the  pelt  of  which  is 
readily  distinguishable  from  that  of  the  Pribilof  herd,  and  that  the 
two  herds  do  not  intermiugle. 

As  a  result  of  the  volcanic  origin  of  the  islands  their  shores  are,  with 

few  exceptions,  either  made  uj)  of  bowlder  strewn 

voo  enes.  \d^\^  Icdgcs  or  covcrcd  by  jagged  fragments  of  ba43alt 

of  all  sizes,  the  sharp  edges  of  which  are  only  slightly  worn  by  the 
seals'  iiipi)ers  or  more  completely  rounded  by  the  waves  at  the  water's 
edge.  There  are  a  few  true  sand  beaches;  occasional  level  areas  are 
found  at  the  back  of  the  rookeries,  and  in  some  places  between  the 
rock  masses  comparatively  smooth  interspaces  occur,  but  even  the 
level  portions  referred  to  must  be  reached  by  crossing  a  wide  belt  of 
bowlders  of  all  sizes  that  have  been  jmshed  landward  by  the  waves 
and  by  the  ice  which  annually  surrounds  the  islands.  It  is  upon  such 
shores  that  the  seal  ''rookeries"  are  located.  Of  the  ruggedness  of 
these  shores  or  of  the  irregularity  and  confusion  of  the  lava  blocks 
that  cover  them  it  is  ditlicult  to  form  a  i)icture,  but  it  is  in  a  measure 
indicated  in  the  accom))anying  x)hotograph8. 

A  rookery  thus  presents  two  distinct  features  structurally,  while 

from  the  standpoint  of  the  seal  life  thereon  fhere  are 
inK^K?oun§8^°*^  ^^'"'^    aguiu  thc  two  wellrecognizcd  divisions  of  ''breeding 

grounds"  and  "hauling  grounds."  The  word  "rook- 
ery" is  a  general  one  and  includes  the  specific  terms  "breeding  grounds" 
and  'Miauling  grounds." 

In  general  and  by  preference  the  more  rocky  areas  are  selected  by 
the  females  as  "breeding  grounds,"  and  here,  of  course,  the  breeding 
bulls  are  found ;  while  the  young,  immature  males  or  bachelor  seals  are 
relegated  to  the  adjacent  sandy  shores  or  smoother  spaces  at  the  rear 
of  the  rookeries  for  their  "hauling  grounds." 

Over  these  masses  of  rock  the  females  scramble  and  stumble  during  the 
entire  breeding  season,  and  in  maintaining  the  control  of  his  household 
the  bull  dashes  here  and  there,  striking  repeatedly  against  the  sharp 
edges  of  the  rocks  with  a  force  that  to  the  onlooker  would  seem  to 
threaten  his  life. 

At  no  time  during  1891  was  there  other  than  the  greatest  care  exer- 
,  ,        cised  in  protecting  the  breeding  grounds  from  intrusion 

Muiiiigciiieut  of.  iIa*  x*  I'x-i         X-IJ.J. 

or  molestation,  precautions  being  taken  that  to  a  novice 
would  seem  excessive;  nor  could  1  find  by  the  most  diligent  inquiry 
among  the  natives  that  there  had  been  any  deviation  from  these  rules 
since  the  American  occupancy  of  the  islands,  nor  during  that  time  had 
there  been  the  killing  of  a  female  seal  save  by  the  rarest  accident. 

The  "hauling  grounds"  of  the  young  bachelors,  which  is  usually 
somewhat  removed  from  the  "  breeding  grounds,"  is  the  only  portion  of 
a  rookery  upon  which  any  intrusion  is  pennitted. 


!>■• 
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W4ieii  the  season  is  over  the  bulls,  uow  reduced  iu  weight,  And  their 
way  to  the  sea  for  i ei  upeiatioii. 

My  observation  has  been  that  the  female  s(»al,  pionii)tedby  the  mater- 
nal instinct,  lands,  chooses  by  preference  tlie  rocky 
shore,  and  is  permitted  a  certain  amount  of  fieedcmi  in 
going  her  way  until  just  the  phwie  most  to  lier  liking  is  found,  but  when 
once  partui'ition  is  completed  she  then,  being  of  necessity  tied  to  the 
spot,  becomes  subject  to  the  control  of  tlie  male,  which  control  is  exer- 
cised with  rigor.  Should  the  point  of  access  to  a  rookery  be  through 
a  break  in  the  cliff  tliat  offers  only  a  steep  incline  the  chances  are  the 
bulls  located  near  will  be  favored  by  large  harems. 

From  the  frequency  with  which  I  saw  females  select  a  flat  stone  over 
the  edge  of  which  the  posterior  portion  of  the  body  could  hang  previ- 
ous to  delivery,  suggests  an  explanation  of  why  the  rocky  margins  are 
preferred  to  the  sandy  shores.  It  is  not  possible  to  determine  how 
soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  mother  the  pup  is  born,  for  she*  may  have 
been  in  the  water  adjacent  to  the  island  several  days  before  finding  it 
necessary  to  come  ashore.  But  the  accouchement  follows  quickly  upon 
the  landing.  Very  soon  thereafter  the  females  leceive  the  males,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  master  of  the  harem  has  knowledge  of 
the  female's  condition  as  regards  pregnancy,  for  while  some  of  his  con- 
sorts, the  latest  arrivals,  are  jealously  guarded,  others  are  permitted 
greater  freedom. 

For  the  first  few  days,  and  ])ossibly  for  a  wc^ek  or  even  ten  days,  the 
female  is  able  to  nourish  her  young  or  offspring,  but 
she  is  soon  compelled  to  seek  the  sea  for  food,  that  her  yJJSlg.'*^™^"^    ^^ 
voracious  young  feeder  may  be  properly  nourished,  and 
this  seems  to  be  permitted  on  the  part  of  the  male,  even  though  under 
protestation.    The  whole  physical  economy  of  the  seal  seems  to  be  ar- 
ranged for  alternate  feasting  and  fasting,  and  it  is  probable  that  in  the 
early  days  of  its  life  the  young  seal  might  be  amply  nourished  by  such 
milk  as  its  mother  might  be  able  to  turiiish  without  herself  resorting  to 
the  sea  for  food. 

The  female  gives  birth  to  but  a  single  pup.    The  labor  is  of  short 
duration,  and  seems  not  to  produce  great  pain.     In  the 
first  weeks  of  its  life  the  pup  does  not  seem  to  recognize  athnJI"*'^"^  ^**^"  "* 
its  mother,  bub  the  latter  will  recognize  and  select 
her  offspring  among  hundreds. 

The  young  on  being  born  have  all  the  appearance  of  puj)s  of  a  New- 
fimndland  dog  with  flippers.    On  emerging  from  their     j,  ^ 
warm  resting-place  into  the  chill  air  they  utter  a  plain-        "^'*' 
tive  bleat  not  unlike  that  of  a  young  lamb.    The  mother  fimdles  them 
with  many  demonstrations  of  affection,  and  they  begin  nursing  soon 
after  birth. 

Were  not  the  seals  in  their  organs  of  reproduction,  as  well  as  in  all 
the  incidents  of  procreation,  essentially  land  animals, 
the  fact  that  the  placenta  remains  attached  to  the  auhS!'""^     ^""""^ 
pup  by  the  umbilical  cord  for  twenty- four  hours  or  even 
more  afterbirth,  would  show  the  impossibility  of  aquatic     reiapc   birtu  im- 
birth.    I  have  seen  pups  dragging  the  caul  over  the   i*"^®*^^*^* 
ground  on  the  third  day  after  birth.     Even  could  the  puj)  stand  the 
buffeting  of  the  waves  it  would  not  survive  such  an  anclior.     No  pup 
could  be  born  in  the  water  and  live.     l)ou]>tlcss  the  habits  of  the  sea- 
otter  have  become  confused  with  those  of  the  fur  seal. 
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By  the  time  the  British  coiinnissioners  arrived  the  dead  pups  were  in 
sulficient  abundance  to  attract  theu*  attention,  and  they  are,  I  believe, 
under  the  impression  that  they  first  discovered  them.  1  procured  a 
number  of  these  pups,  and  Dr.  Akerly,  at  my  request,  made  autopsies, 
not  only  at  the  village,  but  later  on  upon  the  rookeries  themselves. 
The  lungs  of  these  dead  pups  floated  in  water.  There  ^ 
was  no  organic  disease  of  heart,  liver,  lungs,  stomach,  "  ^*^* 
or  alimentary  canal.  In  the  latter  there  was  but  little  and  often  no 
fecal  matter  and  the  stomach  was  entirely  empty.  Pups  in  the  last 
stage  of  ema<5iation  were  seen  by  me  upon  the  rookeries,  and  their 
condition  as  well  as  that  of  the  dead  ones  left  no  room  to  doubt  that 
their  death  was  caused  by  starvation.    By  the  latter    ^  ,^,     , 

./.   .  a.jA-1  J.^  xi'xi'  Death  by  starvation. 

part  ol  August  deaths  were  rare,  the  mortality  havmg 
practically  ceased.  An  examination  of  the  warning  lists  of  the  com- 
bined fleets  of  British  and  American  cruisers  will  show  that  before  the 
middle  of  August  the  last  sealing  schooner  was  sent  out  of  Bering  Sea. 
These  vessels  had  entered  the  sea  about  July  1  and  had  done  much 
eftective  work  by  July  15.  The  mortality  among  the  pups  and  its  ces- 
sation is  synchronous  with  the  sealing  fleet's  arrival  and  departure 
from  Bering  Sea. 

There  are  several  of  the  rookeries  upon  which  level  areas  are  so  dis- 
posed as  to  be  seen  by  the  eye  at  a  glance.    In  September  Dr.  Akerly 
and  I  walked  directly  across  the  rookery  of  Tolstoi,     j^^^^^.  ^j.  j^, 
St.  Paul,  and  in  addition  to  the  dead  pups  in  sight       »«  e^ya 
they  lay  in  groups  of  from  three  to  a  dozen  among  the  obscuring  rocks 
on  the  hillside.    From  a  careful  examination  of  every  rookery  upon  the 
two  islands  made  by  me  in  August  and  September,  I  place  the  mini- 
mum estimate  of  the  dead  pups  to  be  15,000,  and  that 
some  number  between  that  and  30,000  would  represent  p.Jj;,".'"^^^  **^  *^^^ 
more  nearly  a  true  statement  of  the  facts. 

Upon  examining  the  Bering  Sea  catch  for  1891,  as  based  upon  the 
records  of  the  Victoria  custom-house,  I  ascertained  that 
nearly  30,000  seals  had  been  taken  by  tlie  Biitish  fleet  jglTi!^'^ ^''  ''''*''^'  '"^ 
alone  in  Bering  Sea  during  the  summer  of  1891.  When 
there  is  added  to  this  the  catch  of  the  American  vessels,  the  dead  pups 
upon  the  rockeries,  and  allowances  made  for  those  that     ^^ .,    ^-,.» 

^     ,  .,,     ,  ,  /  ,  ,  .    1  1  .    1         Destruction  of  life. 

are  killed  and  not  recovered  we  have  a  catch  winch 
will  not  only  nearly  reach  in  numbers  the  quota  of  male  seals  allowed 
to  be  taken  upon  the  islands  in  years  gone  by,  but  we  have  a  cateh  in 
the  securing  of  which  destruction  has  fallen  most  heavily  upon  the  pro- 
ducing females.    This  is  borne  out  by  a  further  fact.    The  young  biich- 
elor  seals  can  lie  idly  on  the  hauling  grounds  and 
through  the  peculiarities  of  their  physical  economy  sus-  ,„aios.^  ueaviiy  on  fe- 
tain  life  with  a  small  supply  of  food,  but  the  cows  must 
range  the  ocean  in  search  of  nourishment  that  they  may  meet  the  demands 
made  upon  them  by  their  young.    That  seals  go  a  great  distance  from 
the  islands  I  know  from  personal  observation,  for  we  saw  them  120  miles 
to  the  northward  of  the  island  on  the  way  to  Xunivak.  That  the  females 
outnumber  the  males  ten  to  one  is  ^^  eli  known,  other-      ^,     ,  ^   ,i 
Wise  the  hauling  grounds  would  present  such  an  array 
of  killable  seal  that  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  the  (lovernment  to 
suspend  the  annual  quota.    It  inevitably  follows  that  the  females  are 
the  class  most  preyed  upon  in  Bering  Sea.    No  class  of  animals  wliich 
bring  forth  but  a  single  oft'spring  annually  can  long  sustain  itself  against 
the  destruction  of  the  producers. 
As  a  result  of  my  investigations  I  believe  that  the  destruction  of  fe- 
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Diales  was  carried  to  the  point  in  about  1885  where  the  birtli  rate  could 
_  ,  ..  .  ,  not  keep  up  the  necessary  supply  of  mothers,  and  that 
cries  duo  to  destnic-  the  equHibriuni  bciug  once  destroyed  and  the  dram  upon 
tion  of  mother 8«aia.  the  produciug  chiss  increasing  from  year  to  year  from 
that  date  the  present  depleted  condition  of  the  rookeries  has  resulted 
directly  therefrom. 

Joseph  Stanley  Brown. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  this  9th  day  of  May,  J  892.' 
[L.  S.J  Sevellon  a.  Brown. 


Deposition  of  Joseph  Stanley  Brown^  geohgist  in  U.  iV.  Geological  Sur- 
vey y  and  special  agent  of  Treasury. 

verification  of  rookery  charts. 

District  of  Colu3ibia, 

City  of  Washington,  ss  : 

Joseph  Stanley  Brown,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  lam 
36  years  of  age  and  a  citizen  of  the  United  States;  my  residence  is  at 
Mentor,  Ohio;  my  occupation  a  geologist,  in  which  capacity  I  amem- 
Pribii«fiHinnd8and  ploY^d  in  tlic  U.  S.  Gcological  Survey.  In  April,  1891, 
Bcaiiife  tiureon.  Ex-  I  was  Ordered  to  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
perience.  ^^y^  whicli  I  did,  aud  rcccivcd  from  him  a  temporary 

appointment  as  special  Treasury  agent.  I  visited  the  Pribilof  Islands 
and  made  a  careful  examination  of  the  same  and  of  the  condition  of 
seal  life  thereon.     I  arrived  on  the  islands  June  9,  1891,  and  remained 

there  until  September  10,  1891.  I  made  a  survey  of 
mSeby^Tilu.*^^^^*'*^^'*  Said  islaiuls  and  also  of  the  seal  rookeries  on  both  of 

said  islands.  The  charts  sigiunl  by  nu'  and  marked  A, 
B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  U,  1,  J,  and  K  were  made  by  me  during  said  survey 
of  sivid  rookeries  and  represent  the  grounds  covered  by  the  same.  The 
gray  color  on  said  charts  so  signed  by  me,  and  the  ivd  color  on  the  re- 
prints of  the  same,  represent  t]\o>  places  occupied  by  breeding  seals  in 
1891,  which  said  si)a<!es  were  covered  by  groups  of  said  seals.  The 
whit«  si)aces  on  said  original  charts,  as  exphiincd  by  legend  on  re- 
prints, represent  the  grounds  over  whi(;li  seals  have  at  various  times 
hauled,  as  is  plainly  indicated  by  the  condition  of  said  areas. 

fJosEni  Stanley  Brown. 

Subscribed  aud  swoin  to  before  nui,  a  notary  public,  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  tiiis  10th  day  of  May,  189L\ 
[L.  S.J  Sevellon  A.  Brown. 


Deposition  of  Stephen  N',  BitynitHly,  Treasury  agent  in  charge  of  the  Pri- 
bilof Islands. 

habits  and  rookeries  in  1870-72. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington,  ss  : 

Stephen  N.  Buynitsky,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a 
Russian  by  birth  and  am  GO  years  of  age.     I  graduat<id  from  the  Impe- 
Ex   ri  nee  ^^'^^  Lyceiuu  at  St.  Petersburg,  an  institution  for  the 

xpenence.  nobility.    Am  now  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Washing- 

ton.    I  was  detailed  by  the  llnitcMl  States  Treasury  Department  to 
take  charge  of  St.  George  Island  in  Bering  Sea  during  the  8Uiu- 
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raer  of  1870;  I  returned  to  the  XJnit<3(l  States  in  the  fall  of  that 
year.  The  following  season  I  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of 
both  St.  Paul  and  St.  George  islands.  I  anived  at  the  islands  in 
July,  1871,  and  remained  there  till  the  latter  part  of  April,  1872.  Dur- 
ing my  stay  on  the  islands  I  made  careful  examination  into  the 
habits  and  nature  of  the  seal  and  also  read  and  studied  the  records 
left  by  the  Russian  Government  in  relation  to  the  Pribilof  Islands. 
The  full  grown  male  seals  commence  to  appear  about  ^^^^^ 
the  islands  during  the  latter  part  of  April  or  first  of 
May.  They  come  from  the  southeast  through  the  passes  between  the 
Aleutian  Islands.  The  bulls,  as  these  seals  are  called,  do  not  immedi- 
{itely  land,  but  swim  about  surveying  the  coast;  finally,  they  come  on 
shore  at  the  breeding  rookeries,  invariably  selecting  a  shore  covered 
with  bowlders  and  avoiding  sand  beaches,  for  the  reason,  I  believe,  that 
when  the  pups  are  bom  on  these  rookeries  they  may  not  be  swept 
away  by  the  surf.  I  believe  also  that  a  bull  comes  back  to  the  same 
rookery  every  season;  this  belief  w^as  formed  from  information  I  re- 
ceived from  several  of  the  natives  of  the  islands,  who  told  me  that  they 
had  at  one  time  cut  the  ears  of  some  pups  so  that  they  could  be  readily 
distinguished;  that  when  the  pups  were  grown  they  had  noticed  each 
one  on  a  particular  rookery,  and  that  in  the  years  following  the  rook- 
ery had  the  same  occupant. . 

The  female  seals  begin  to  arrive  the  latter  part  of  May,  going  di- 
rectly to  the  breeding  rookeries.    The  young  male     ^^^^ 
seals  from  1  to  5  years  of  age,  called  "  bjichelors,"  come       °^^* 
about  the  same  time  as  the  females,  but  do  not  go  onto     Bachelors, 
the  breeding  rookeries,  evidently  fearing  the  old  bulls.   These  bachelors 
haul  up  by  themselves  on  narrow  places  along  the  shore  left  between 
the  breeding  rookeries,  and  from  these  points  proceed  inland  much 
farther  than  the  breeding  rookeries.    The  seals  killed  on  the  islands 
for  their  skins  are  these  bachelors,  those  of  from  2  to  4     onibach 
years  old  being  carefully  selected.     Under  no  circum-  kniwi.*    ^^  *  ***^* 
stances  is  a  female  seal  killed.    In  a  "  drive"  the  natives 
drive  the  seals  from  the  hauling  grounds  a  little  way.     Driving, 
separate  the  young  killable  males,  and  allow  the  re- 
mainder to  return  to  the  water  or  the  hauling  grounds.    Then  these 
young  males  so  selected  are  driven  to  the  killing  grounds  and  there 
dispatched  with  clubs.    During  the  entire  time  I  was  on  the  islands  I 
never  saw  a  single  seal  killed  by  overdriving. 

At  the  time  I  was  on  the  islands  I  do  not  think  there  were  any  fish  at  all 
within  3  miles  of  the  islands,  and  that  the  seals  to  feed 
had  to  go  farther  than  that  from  land.    This  belief  is  „,,Sf„  S^^'i^'^j*^^^"  ^ 

_  ,     V  J     A  1  -1  1  . .  .         miles  of  islands. 

founded  on  statements  made  me  by  natives  on  the 
islands,  and  also  from  tlie  fact  that  fresh  fish  were  seldom  eaten  upon 
the  islands.    Very  soon  after  a  female  lands  she  gives  birth  to  a  pup. 
I  think  that  she  never  gives  birth  to  more  than  one,      p       v,  i^ 

and  that  she  only  suckles  her  own  pup.    During  the  lands^*    "™ 
two  sealing  seasons  I  was  on  the  islands  I  only  saw  a 
very  few  dead  pups,  and  these  had  been  killed  by     Bead  pups, 
the  larger  seals  crushing  them.    1  have  never  seen  a 
pup  that  was  starved  to  death,  or  which  had  been  abandoned  by  its 
mother.    A  pup  is  at  least  a  mojith  old  before  it  learns  to  swim.    Be- 
fore that  it  not  only  can  not  SAvim,  but  is  afraid  of  the  water.    If  a  pu]) 
should  be  born  in  the  water  it  would  unquestionably 
be  drowned;  but  I  believe  that  it  is  an  absolute  im-  ^^^l^f^^  ^^^^  **"' 
l>os8ibillty  for  successful  birth  to  take  place  in  the  water, 
for  the  reason  that  the  mother  would  die  of  exhaustion  before  or  while 
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luiiifjing  forth  lior  yonng.  There  were,  while  I  was  on  the  islands, 
stringent  rules  enforced  on  the  islands  as  to  the  use  of  fii^earms,  making 
noises,  approaching  the  rookeries,  ete.  In  lact  every  precaution  was 
taken  that  the  seals  on  the  islands  might  not  be  frightened.  Because 
of  the  manner  of  killing  seals  on  the  i^slands,  the  precautions  taken  to 

kill  only  males  of  from  2  to  6  years,  and  the  careful 
kiSfnronlsiands.  ^^  limitjitiou  of  tlic  numbcrs  taken,  I  am  fully  convinced 

that  the  taking  of  seals  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  could 
never  affect  the  numbers  of  the  seal  herd  or  deplete  the  rookeries.    In 

my  judgment  pelagic  seal  hunting  should  be  absolutely 

Prohibition  of  pe-  prohibited  botli  in  Bering  Sea  and  the  North  Pacific. 

i«gi^c  sealing  neces-  j^^  ^..^^^^  ^j,^,j.^  ^^  ,^^^  ^^^^j^  l)rohibition  the  Pribilof  seal 

herd  will  be  either  exterminated  in  a  very  short  time  or 
else  the  few  which  escape  from  the  indiscriminate  slaughter  of  pelagic 
hunters  will  be  driven  from  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

Stephen  K.  Buynitsky. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  28th  day  of  March,  1892. 
[L.  s.]  Sevellon  a.  Brown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  District  of  Columbia^  U.  8.  A. 


Deposition  of  William  Ilealey  Dall^  biologist  and  paleontologist  in  U,  8.' 

Geological  JSurvey, 

pelagic  sealing  and  pribilof  rookeries. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington,  ss: 

William  Healey  Dall,  of  Washington,  aforesaid,  being  duly  sworn, 

deposes  and  says:  That  in  connection  with  my  scien- 
Expencnce.  ^. j.^.  g^-^j^j^.j^  j^^  Camluidge,  Mass.,  I  devoted  nearly  three 

years  to  the  study  of  biology,  anatomy,  and  medicine;  that  since 
coni])leting  my  studies  with  Prof.  Louis  Agassiz  at  Cambridge,  in  the 
year  18G3,  1  have  been  engaged  in  scientific  work,  and  am  now  a 
viBitoa  AiuHka  nmi  paleoiitologist  iu  the  IT  S.  Geological  Survey.  I  first 
Berini;  Seu  in  1805,  visitcd  Bering  Sca  lu  tlic  summcr  of  18(>o  as  a  member 
^^^'  of  the  scientific  corj^s  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 

expedition.  Visited  the  Aleutian  Islands  and  went  to  St.  Michael, 
passing  near  the  Pribilof  grouj).  In  the  S])ring  of  1800  again  Avent 
to  northern  Alaska,  in  the  same  capacity,  and  remained  there  until  the 
fall  of  1808.  In  1807  the  aforesaid  ex])oditi(m  was  abandoned,  but  I 
remained  in  the  country  in  order  to  continue  my  scientific  investiga- 
tions, wintering  on  the  mainland.  In  the  fall  of  1808  I  made  my  way 
back  to  San  Francis(;o  on  the  schooner  Francis  Steele,  owned  by  the 

Pioneer  American  Fur  Company,  which  had  a  station 

ishiua  in  i8«8.^^*^^^^  ^^  ^^-  George  Island,  where  we  stopped  on  our  way 

south,  and  thus  gave  me  a  chance  to  observe  seal  lile 

for  several  weeks.  In  1871  1  joined  the  U.  S.  Coast  and  Geodetic  Sur- 
vey for  the  i)ur|)ose  of  carrying  out  a  proposed  survey 

fwml87Tti?i874.^"*^'*  ^^  ^^^^  Aleutian  chain  of  islands.    I  was  thus  engaged 

from  the  sununer  of  1871  to  the  end  of  the  season  o( 

1874,  and  during  the  winter  of  1871-'72  wintered  at  LTiialaska.    During 

this  period  had  opportunity  to  familiarize  myself  with  aquatic  se^il  life, 

and  in  1874  made  a  reconnoissance  survey  of  f  he  Pribi- 

lafSa  iiTitJTi^'^**""^  ^^^^  Islands,  which  afforded  me  an  additional  opportu- 
nity to  observe  seal  life  on  the  rookeries. 
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In  1880  I  again  visited  all  my  former  stations  about  and  in  Bering 
Sea  for  tlie  purpose  of  obtaining  magnetic  observations. 
This  was  my  last  opportunity  to  examine  the  rookeries.  BwiDg^fiS^^*"^ 
As  a  result  of  the  above  experience  I  would  further 
state  the  following  facts:  During  my  visit  to  St.  George  Island  in  18G8, 
before  referred  to,  this  vast  territory  of  Alaska  had  just  fallen  into  the 
possession  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Government 
had  not  yet  fairly  established  more  than  the  begin-         "^  t«rofi8<» 
ning  of  an  organization   for  its  management,  a«  a  whole,  without 
mentioning  such  details  as  the  Pribilof  Islands.    In  consequence  of 
this  state  of  afl^irs,  private  enterprise  in  the  form  of  companies  deal- 
ing in  fdrs  had  established  numerous  sealing  stations  on  the  islands 
during  1868.    During  my  stay,  except  on  a  single  occasion,  the  driving 
from  the  hauling  grounds,  the  killing  and  skinning  was  done  by  the 
natives  in  the  same  manner  as  when  under  Russian  rule,  each  com- 
peting party  paying  them  so  much  per  skin  for  their  labor  in  taking 
them.    Despite  the  very  bitter  and  more  or  less  unscrupulous  com- 
petition among  the  various  parties,  all  recognized  the  importance  of 
preserving  the  industry  and  protecting  the  breeding  grounds  from 
molestation,  and  for  the  most  part  were  giiided  by  this  conviction. 

In  1880  I  found  the  rookeries  full,  and  in  my  opinion  there  were  as 
many  seals  on  the  islands  as  at  any  time  during  my  ex-  p^^  ^^^  andimid- 
perience.  I  have  never  known  of  a  pup  being  born  injr"|round'8*oniyf on 
or  of  hauling  grounds  existing  anywhere  along  the  I'^ibiiof  islands. 
Alaskan  coast  or  in  the  islands  adjacent  thereto,  except  the  Pribilof 
Islands.  I  have  heard  stories  and  traditions  to  that  effect,  but  I  have 
never  known  of  their  being  substantiated. 

From  my  knowledge  of  natural  history  and  from  my  observations  of 
seal  life  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  young 
seals  to  be  brought  forth  and  kept  alive  in  the  w^ater. 
When  it  is  the  habit  of  an  animal  to  give  birth  to  its  po^sibfi''  ^^*^  *"'" 
young  upon  the  land  it  is  contrary  to  biologic  teach- 
ing and  common  sense  to  suppose  they  could  successfully  bring  them 
forth  in  the  water.     It  docs  not  seem  to  me  at  fill  likely  that  a 
mother  would  suckle  any  pup  other  than  her  own,  for  I  have  repeatedly 
seen  a  female  select  one  pup  from  a  large  group  and  pay  no  attention 
to  the  solicitations  of  others.    Pups  require  the  nourishment  fi^om  their 
mothers  for  at  least  three  to  four  months  after  tlieir  birth,  and  would 
perish  if  deprived  of  the  same.     There  were  not  in  1880  sufficient 
dead  pups  scattered  over  the  rookeries  to  attract  atten- 
tion or  to  form  a  feature  on  the  rookery.    A  ])up  Avhen     ^®**^  ^"^®' 
firstborn  can  not  sustain  itself  in  the  water  and  would  unquestionably 
perish. 

The  Pribilof  Islands  are  the  chosen  home  of  the  fur-seal  {Callorhimis 
ursinuif).      Upon  these  islands  they  are  born;  there 
they  first  learn  to  swim  and  more  than  half  of  their  ho^ue^omo^f"?^^^^^^^ 
life  is  spent  upon  them  and  in  the  waters  adjacent 
thereto.    Here  they  give  birth  to  their  young,  breed,  nurse  their  pups, 
and  go  to  and  come  from  their  feeding  grounds,  which  may  be  miles 
distant  from  the  islands.     1  have  seen  seals  in  the  waters  of  Bering 
Sea  distant  100  miles  or  more  from  the  islands  at  various  times  be- 
tween the  first  of  July  and  October.    These  seals  were  doubtless  in 
search  of  food,  which  consists,  according  to  my  obser-     ^^.^^^^^  fomaiea 
vation,  of  fish,  squid,  crustaceans,  and  even  mollusks.       ^^  "^  ^maea. 
Upon  the  approach  of  winter  the  seals  leave  their  homo,  influenced 
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doubtless  by  the  severity  of  tlie  climate  and  decrease  in  the  food  supply. 
Mi     tion.  Tbey  go  southward,  making  their  way  through  the 

^^^^  passes  of  the  Aleutian  chain.      In  latitude  60^  or 

thereabouts,  extending  across  the  Pacific  east  and  west,  is  a  warm  cur- 
rent of  about  70  or  80  miles  in  breadth ;  in  this  warm  water  are  found 
fish  and  crustaceans.  This  current  sets  eastward  and  is  somewhat 
quickened  at  the  approach  of  spring  in  harmony  with  the  monsoons  of 
its  place  of  origin.  In  the  spring  and  fall  I  have  seen  seals  in  these 
warmer  waters,  but  in  August,  when  I  once  crossed  the  current,  they 
were  absent.  Undoubtedly  the  seals  find  there  agreeable  temperature 
and  sufficient  food  supply,  and,  following  the  eastward  set  of  the  cur- 
rent and  the  migrations  of  the  fish,  find  their  way  to  the  western  coast 
of  the  United  States  and,  thence  turn  northward  being  influenced  by 
the  bountiful  food  supply  along  the  northwest  coast,  and  finally  by  that 
route  return  to  their  home  upon  the  Pribilof  Islands. 
I  have  had  ample  opportunity  to  form  an  opinion  in  regard  to  the 

effect  upon  the  herd  of  the  killing  of  female  seals.  The 
femS^*.  °^   ^*^*"K  female  brings  forth  a  single  offspring  annually,  and 

hence  the  repair  of  the  loss  by  death  is  not  rapid.  It 
is  evident  that  the  injury  to  the  herd  from  the  killing  of  a  single  female, 
that  is,  the  producer,  is  far  greater  than  from  the  death  of  a  male,  as 
the  seal  is  polygamous  in  habit.  The  danger  to  the  herd  therefore  is  just 
in  proportion  S)  the  destruction  of  female  life.    Killing  in  the  open 

waters  is  peculiarly  destructive  to  this  animal.  No 
kimug*^^*™*"***  discrimination  of  sex  in  the  water  is  possible,  the  secur- 
ing of  the  prey  when  killed  is  under  the  best  of  circum- 
stfinces  uncertain,  and  as  the  period  of  gestation  is  at  least  eleven 
months,  and  of  nursing  three  or  four  months,  the  death  of  a  female  at 
any  time  means  the  destruction  of  two,  herself  and  the  foetus,  or  when 
nursing  of  three,  herself,  the  nursing  pup,  and  the  foetus.  AU  killing 
of  females  is  a  menace  to  the  herd,  and  as  soon  as  such  killing  reaches 
the  point,  as  it  inevitably  must  if  permitted  to  continue,  where  the 
annual  increase  will  not  make  good  the  yearly  loss,  then  the  destruction 
of  the  herd  will  be  equally  rapid  and  certain,  regarded  from  a  commer- 
cial standpoint,  though  a  few  individuals  might  survive. 

Upon  the  amount  of  protection  depends  the  safety  of  the  seal  herd  in 
the  future.  If  protected  only  upon  the  Pribilof  Islands  extermination 
will  be  rapid;  if  they  are  protected  upon  the  islands  and  in  the  waters 
of  Bering  Sea  also  the  dei*rease  will  be  slower,  but  ultimate  extinction 

will  probably  follow.  To  preserve  them  completely  it 
8aiy?^"^"**°°  °®*^**  is  necessary  that  they  should  be  protected  in  all  waters, 

which  they  frequent  at  all  times.  Killing  upon  land 
can  be  regulated  and  interference  with  the  females  rigidly  prohibited, 
but  all  killing  at  sea  is  indiscriminate  and  uncontrollable,  and  hence 
fatal  in  its  consequenc^es  if  carried  on  to  any  serious  extent.  liegarded 
as  a  factor  in  the  world's  commerce,  extinction  means,  and  is  here  used 
to  mean,  a  diminution  so  great  that  the  catch  would  not  j)ay  for  hunt- 
ing, without  reference  to  the  fact  that  a  few  scattered  individuals  may 
long  survive  the  general  mass. 

Wm.  H.  Dall. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mo  this  9th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[l.  s.]  John  J.  M alone, 

Notary  FubliCy  JD.  C 
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Deposition  of  C.  L.  Fowler^  Assistant  Agent  of  the  lessees  on  the  l^ribilof 

Islands. 

HABITS  PELAGIC   SEALING 

Alaska,  U.  S.  A., 

St.  Paul  Island^  Pribilof  Oroup,  ss: 

G.  L.  Fowler,  beiug  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  40  years  of 
age,  and  was  born  at  Stoneham,  Mass.    I  have  been  a  resident  of  the 
Pribilof  Islands  most  of  the  time  since  1879.    My  occupation  is  that  of 
assistant  agent  of  the  lessees  of  the  islands.    1  have 
had  eight  years'  experience  on  the  sealing  fields  of  St.     Experience. 
Paul  and  St.  George  islands,  and  I  have  a  practical 
knowledge  of  the  habits  of  the  fur-seal  while  on  the  islands,  and  of  the 
methods  used  in  taking  and  preparing  the  skins  for 
shipment.    The  bull  seals  arrive  on  the  islands  from     ^"""^    ^^  ^^'■* 
the  latter  part  of  April  to  June  15,  and  most  all  of  them 
leave  in  August  and  September,  and  I  have  seen  a  few     ^^srs^non  of  buU*. 
as  late  as  October.    The  cows  come  to  the  islands  be- 
tween June  1  and  July  20,  and  commence  leaving  in     -^^»^»i  of  cows. 
October,  and  but  few  are  found  on  the  islands  as  late 
as  December,  unless  it  should  be  a  mild  winter.    The     ^^^rationof  cows, 
young  male  seals  from  2  to  5  years  old  come  in  May 
or  June,  and  haul  out  by  themselves;  the  older  ones     Arrival  of  young 
usually  come  first,  and  they  remain  on  or  about  the  °*  ^" 
islands  until  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  compels 
them  to  leave,  which  is  usually  late  in  the  fall  or  early     Migration  of  young 
winter.     Occasionally  some  remain  till  late  in  January.  "**  ®*' 
The  pups  are  bom  soon  after  the  cows  arrive,  and  re- 
main until  October  and  November,  and  when  they  re-        rtiiofpups. 
turn,  the  following  season,  do  not  stay  on  land  much  of  the  time. 

The  killing  season  for  skins  takes  place  in  June  and  July,  and  none 
but  males  are  killed,  and  it  is  seldom  that  the  cows 
are  ever  in  the  drives  at  this  time  of  the  year.    Should     '^^^^s  season. 
a  cow  happen  to  get  into  one  of  the  drives  she  is  care- 
fully separated  from  the  rest,  and  permitted  to  go  to     ^"^^  ™*^®*  ^^i^®*^- 
the  water.    Later  in  the  season,  when  food  drives  are 
being  made,  and  the  harems  are  broken  up,  a  small     "^^  females  kiiied. 
number  of  cows  are  in  the  drives,  but  none  are  killed 
unless  by  accident.    The  natives  who  make  the  drives  are  very  partic- 
ular on  this  point,  and  nothing  oftends  them  quicker  than  to  have  a 
female  seal  killed.    They  are  very  careful  in  handling  the  seals,  and 
seem  to  fully  appreciate  the  necessity  of  preserving  the  seals  as  well  as 
the  laws  relating  to  that  subject.    I  never  saw  any 
impotent  bulls  on  the  rookeries,  and  do  not  believe     ^^  i™P«^°t  ^uiia. 
there  ever  was  any,  unless  it  Avas  the  result  of  age;  nor 
do  I  believe  that  young  male  seals  were  ever  rendered  drMng^*^^  ^"'™ 
impotent  by  driving.  There  has  always  been  a  plenty  of 
bulls  on  the  rookeries  for  breeding  purposes  ever  since    j^^  j^^^  ^j  ^^^^^^ 
I  have  been  on  the  islands.     Seals  have  decreased  in 
numbers  very  rapidlyin  the  last  few  years,  and  to  any- 
one  who  saw  the  breeding  rookeries,  as  I  did,  in  1880,        ®<^^^®- 
the  change  is  most  wonderful.    The  flesh  of  the  fur  seal  is  used  for 
food  by  the  natives  and  white  men  on  the  islands,  and  ^ 

is  relislied  by  them.    I  have  never  known  of  any  sick-       '     ^** 
ness  or  epidemic  among  the  seals,  and  I  am  of  the     n©  sickoeM  amc 
opinion  that  the  thousands  of  dead  pups  on  the  rook- 
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eries  last  year  died  of  starvation  on  account  of  their  mothers  being 

shot  and  killed  while  feeding  at  the  fishing  banks  in 

Pups  dvmg  of  star-    ,,  o  o 

vation.  *  the  sca. 

1  was  present  last  year  and  saw  some  of  the  dead  pups  examined. 

Their  stomachs  were  empty,  and  they  presented  all  the  appearances  of 

starvation.    1  also  noticed  on  the  rookeries  a  great  many  emaciated 

pups,  which,  on  a  later  visit,  would  be  dead.    It  has  always  been  the 

praijtice  prior  to  1801  for  the  natives  to  kill  three  to  four  thousand  paps 

in  November  for  ibod,  and  we  alw  ays  find  their  stomachs  filled  with 

milk.    I  have  also  observcnl  that  the  male  seals  killed  soon  after  they 

come  to  the  islands  are  fat  and  their  stomachs  filled 
^^Bacheiors  do  not  ^^.^^,  ^.  ,^^|^  ^^.|,i]^,  ^1,^^^^  l^jH^j  i,^  ^be  latter  part  of  the 

season  aie  poor  and  lean  and  without  food  in  their 
stomachs.    It  was  on  the  breeding  rookeries  and  among  the  cows  that 

I  first  began  to  notice  the  decrease  in  seal  life,  and  I 

foiVrtilTiS^fou^r  Jws.  ^^  "^^*  think  there  was  more  than  one-fourth  as  many 

cows  on  the  breeding  rookeries  in  1891  that  there  was 

in  1887.    And  I  kno\v  of  no  other  cause  for  the  decrease  than  that  of  the 

Pelagic  sealing  the  killing  of  the  COWS  at  sca  by  the  pelagic  hunters,  which 

ca"fi«-  I  believe  must  be  prohibited  if  the  Alaskan  fur-seial  is 

to  be  saved  from  total  destruction. 

C.  L.  Fowler. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  officer  empowered  to  admin- 
ister oaths  under  section  11)70,  Kevised  Statutes  of  the  United  States, 
this  8th  day  of  June,  181)2,  at  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska. 

Wm.  H.  Williams, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  of  Seal  Islands, 


Deposition  of  J,  M.  JTays^  master  mariner  in  employ  of  lessees  of  Pribilof 

Islands, 

rookeries  and  pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss: 

Capt.  J.  M.  Hays,  being  duly  sworn,  de])oses  and  says:  T  reside  in 

San  Francisco,  and  am  by  ociaipation  master  of  a  vea- 
Exi>oripnce.  scl.     Ilavc  bccu  ill  the  cmploy  of  the  Alaska  Commer- 

cial Coin])any  since  1881,  and  in  the  discharge  of  my 
duties  have  visitiMl  aniumlly,  with  one  exception,  the  ditt'erent  trading 
l)osts  on  tlie  islands  of  tlie  Aleutian  Archipelago,  and  on  the  Alaskan 
coast  in  the  Bearing  Sea  as  far  north  as  St.  Micliaels,  and  ])rior  to  1890 
I  went  annually  to  the  seal  islands  in  Bering  Sea,  and  frequently  vis- 
ited the  seal  rookeries  on  the  same.  I  have  noticed  a 
decrease  in  number  of  seals  ft'om  year  to  year  in  the 
waters  of  the  Bering  Sea  since  about  1886,  and  for  the  last  three  years 
the  decrease  has  been  very  rapid.  Up  to  about  1884  the  Bering  Sea 
around  the  Pribilof  Islands,  and  between  said  islands  and  the  passes, 
was  swarming  with  seals  during  the  breeding  season,  but  for  the  last 
few  years  the  decrease  in  numbers  has  been  so  marked  that  I  could 
not  fail  to  notice  it.    I  never  have  known  or  heard  of  fur  seals  hauling 
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ap  on  land  anywhere  on  the  North  Pacific  or  Alaskan  coast, or  islands 
thereof,  except  on  the  seal  islands.    I  have  often  cm\- 
versed  with  masters,  seamen,  and  hunters  engaged  in  Prn5"of  is'iamri.^  **° 
hunting  the  far  seals,  and  their  statements  to  me  have 
always  been  that  the  capture  of  a  male  seal  was  a     Poiagio  cntci.  mont- 
rarity;   that  nearly  all  of  their  catch  were  cow  seals  ly  prej-nant  or  miik. 
heavy  with  young,  or  those  who  had  givi^n  birth  to  their  *°^  !^^** 
young  on  the  islands,  and  gone  out  to  the  fishing  bank  ♦©  f  lif 

to  feed,  and  that  they  lose  a  large  i)rbp()rtion  of  those 
killed  and  wounded.    I  am  decidedly  of  tlic  opinion 
that  the  decrease  in  numbers  of  seals  in  the  North  Pa-     ^^"""^  ""^  decrease. 
cific  and  Bering  Sea  is  owing  to  pelagic  hunting,  and  that  unless  dis- 
continued they  will  soon  become  so  nearly  <*xtinct  as  to  be  worthless 
for  commercial  purposes. 

I  am  not  now,  nor  never  have  been,  in  the  employ  of  the  present 
lessees  of  the  seal  islands. 

J.  M.  Hays. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  31st  day  of  March,  1892. 
[L.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  M.  A.  Hcalcy^  captain^  U,  S.  Revenue  Marine. 

pribilof  islands  and  pelagkj  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss: 

Capt.  M.  A.  Healey,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deiK)ses  and  gays:  I 
am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  I  am  now  and  have 
hrcn  i'oT  the  last  twenty-five  j'cars  an  officer  in  the  ''^p«r»»noe. 
United  States  Kevenue  Marine  Service,  and  have  been  on  duty  nearly 
all  the  time  in  the  waters  of  the  North  Pacific,  Bering  and  Arctic 
Sea«.  For  the  past  six  years  I  have  been  in  command  of  the  United 
States  revenue  steamer  Bear^  prior  to  which  time  1  had  command  of  the 
United  States  revenue  steamer  Cortcin  tor  six  years;  both  ol*  which 
vessels  were  employed  almost  exclusively  in  navigating  the  waters  of 
Bering  Sea,  guarding  the  seal  islands,  and  protecting  the  seals  found 
in  those  waters  from  destruction  by  poax-hing  vessels  engaged  in  what 
is  known  as  pelagic  sealing.  My  first  voyage  was  nmde  y-^^^  vovaco  to 
to  the  seal  islands  in  1869,  and  I  have  cruised  annu-  Pribiiof  islands  in 
ally  for  the  last  twelve  years  in  the  Alaskan  waters  ^^^^ 
about  the  Pribiiof  Islands  up  to  the  present  time.  My  official  position 
and  the  character  of  my  employment,  as  well  as  natural  inclination,  has 
given  me  an  opportunity  for  familiarizing  myself  Avith  ^^  „,rience 
the  character  of  the  fur-seal  indnstry  and  the  habits  '^P'rence. 
•  of  the  seals,  and  has  also  brought  me  in  contact  with  many  people  en- 
gaged in  the  hunting  of  the  fur-seals,  and  of  the  general  metliods 
employed  in  catching  them.  During  my  visits  to  the  islands  of  St. 
Paul  and  St.  George  for  the  last  twenty  years  I  have  (jarefnlly  noticed 
that  those  islands  were  visited  by  great  herds  of  fur-seals  during  the 
breeding  season,  and  that  althongh  100,000  male  seals  were  taken  annu- 
ally at  the  islands  by  the  lessees  no  perceptible  dimi-  ^  ,,  ,  ,.  , 
nution  m  their  numbers  was  noticeable  until  within  sonis  on  iHiand^  nntii 
the  past  few  years  when  the  kiUing  of  seals  in  the  open  >viti.ini>«stt«wyearH. 

sea  on  the  part  of  fishing  vessels  became  prevalent;  since  which  time 


28  TESTIMONY 

there  lias  been  a  very  perceptible  diminution  in  the  number  of  seals 
seen  in  the  water  of  the  Bering  Sea  and  hauling  grounds  on  theiisJauds. 

This  decrease  has  become  alarmingly  sudden  in  the 
*'^'  last  three  or  four  years,  due  I  believe  to  the  ruthless 

and  indiscriminate  methods  of  destruction  employed  by  vessels  in  tak- 
ing female  seals  in  the  open  sea. 
My  experience  has  been  that  the  vessels  employed  in  hunting  seals 
^  ^ ,      ,    ,     *     shoot  indiscriminately,  pups,  male  and  female  seals,  re- 

Indiscriminate  ,,  «  '        j  i        u  i  '^L  a.^ 

slaughter.  gardlcss  ot  age  or  sex,  and  even  siiould  sealers  wish  to 

discriminate  in  the  killing  it  would  not  be  possible  for 

Sex  iDdistinguiBh-  them  to  do  SO.  My  study  of  them  in  a  long  experience 
able  in  water.  jj^g  ^^^  enabled  me  to  positively  distinguish  the  sex  of 

a  seal  while  in  the  water.    It  is  the  custom  to  pay  seal-hunters  per 

^      -.    ,  skins  taken,  hence  it  is  the  object  of  the  hunters  to  se- 

Fay  of  hunters.  '  .,  ,  '^i        ^       ^.  ^ 

cure  as  many  as  possible,  without  reierence  to  sex,  age, 

or  condition.    While  hunting  they  use  small  row  boats,  with  two  or 

Method  of  hunUn     three  mcii  in  each  boat  armed  with  shotgun  and  rifle, 

ng.  ^jjj^gy  ^^^  former,  and  it  would  be  simply  impossible 

for  the  master  or  owners,  even  should  they  desire  it,  to  supervise  ten 

or  a  dozen  hunters  as  to  the  killing  of  any  particular  sex  or  kind. 

Formerly  the  seals  were  gentle  and  the  approach  of  a  vessel  did  not 

even  alarm  them,  but  when  firearms  came  into  use  it  so  frightened 

Waste  of  life  them  that  they  had  to  be  shot  at  long  range,  entailing 

a  loss  of  not  less  than  three  out  of  every  four  or  five 
killed.  The  ruthless  practice  of  killing  seals  by  shooting  them  in  the 
sea  is  not  only  extravagant  in  the  loss  of  skins,  but  is  also  a  wanton 
and  useless  destruction  of  a  valuable  and  iiseiul  animal,  and  must 
necessarily  soon  lead  to  its  extermination  if  not  discontinued. 

It  Avill  be  readily  seen  that  the  demoralization  produced  by  a  sealing 
fleet  of  flfty  to  a  hundred  vessels  with  from  1,000  to  2,000  men  scat- 
tered over  the  sea,  hunting  and  shooting  indiscriminately,  would  soon 
put  an  end  to  all  seal  life  in  those  waters. 

My  own  observation  and  the  information  obtained  from  seal  hunters 
convince  me  that  fiilly  00  per  cent  of  the  seals  found  swimming  in  the 

Bering  Sea  during  the  breeding  season  are  iemales  in 
ingfemai^s"!  ""^  ^^'  ^^arcli  of  food,  and  their  slaughter  results  in  the  de- 
struction of  her  young  by  starvation.    I  firmly  believe 
that  the  fur-seal  industry  at  the  Pribilof  Islands  can  be  saved  from 

destruction  only  by  a  total  prohibition  against  killing 
^jmiiibition  nooes    g^^.^jg  ,^^,t,  oiily  iu  the  watcrs  of  the  Bering  Sea  but  also 

during  their  annual  immigration  northward  in  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean. 

This  conclusion  is  based  ui)on  the  well-known  fact  that  the  mother 
seals  are  slaughtered  by  the  thousands  in  the  North  Pacific  while  on 
their  way  to  the  islands  to  give  birth  to  their  young,  and  extinction 
must  necessarily  come  to  any  s])ecies  of  animal  where  the  female  is  con- 
tinually hunted  Jind  killed  during  the  period  required  for  gestation  and 

rearing  of  her  young;  as  now  practiced  there  is  no  re- 
of^femiies**  ^"""^^^   spitc  to  the  fcmalc  sefil  from  the  relentless  pursuit  of 

the  seal  hunters,  for  the  schooners  close  their  season 
with  the  departure  of  the  seals  from  the  northern  sea,  and  then  return 
home,  refit  immediately  and  start  out  upon  a  new  voyage  in  February 
or  March,  commencing  upon  the  coast  of  California,  Oregon,  and  Wash- 
ington, following  the  seals  northward  as  the  season  advances  into  tlie 
Bmng  Sea. 
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I  have  made  diligent  inquiry  into  the  habits  of  the  seals  aud  have 
yet  to  learn  that  they  haul  up  on  land  on  the  American 
coast  or  islands  except  the  Pribilof  Islands,  at  which  t>?*^V^W  °5^^  **° 

1  t  j_ii\.i'  jTi  Pribilof  Islands. 

place  alone  they  bear  their  young,  and  I  have  no  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  pups  are  born  in  the  water  or     peiagio  birth  im 
that  they  can  be  saved  in  the  water  if  accidentally  born  poaaibfe. 

there. 

M.  A.  Healy. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Fublic. 


iJeposition  of  Max  Heilhronner,  Secretary  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
pany. 

RAIDS. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  as: 

Max  Hcilbronner  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 
secretary  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  and  as  such  have  in  my 
custody  all  record  books  of  the  Company;  and  among  them  the  daily 
records  or  "  log  book ''  kept  by  the  agents  of  the  Com- 
pany  on  St.  George  Island  from  1873  to  1889,  inclusive,  ^^"»««™«°*- 
and  on  St,  Paul  Island  from  187C  to  1889,  inclusive.  In  these  books 
every  occurrence  was  carefully  noted  from  day  to  day  by  the  agent  in 
charge  at  the  time.  They  have  been  examined  under  my  supervision 
and  show  only  the  following  raids  on  St.  George  Island  during  the 
time  covered  by  them,  to  wit: 

October  23^  1891  [1881], — ^The  carcasses  of  fifteen  dead  pup  seals 
and  a  cargo  hook  were  found  on  a  rookery.    It  was     ^^^^^^ 
supposed  that  the  crew  of  a  schooner  seen  about  the 
island  a  few  days  previous  landed  in  the  night. 

October  lOj  1884. — Fifteen  seal  carcasses  were  found  on  Zapadnie 
rookery.  A  guard  was  stationed,  and  the  following  night  the  crew  of 
a  schooner  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  land.  The  boats  were 
fired  on  by  the  guard  and  retreated. 

July  20^  1885. — A  party  landed  under  the  cliffs  in  a  secluded  place 
and  killed  about  five  hundred  adult  female  seals  and  took  the  skins 
away  with  them.  They  killed  about  five  hundred  pups  at  the  same 
time,  leaving  them  un skinned. 

July  22j  1885. — ^A  party  landed  at  Starrie  Arteel  rookery  and  killed 
and  skinned  one  hundred  and  twenty  seals,  the  skins  of  which  they  left 
in  their  flight,  when  pursued  by  the  guard.  They  killed  also  about  two 
hundred  pups,  which  were  left  unskinned. 

November  17^  1888. — A  crew  landed  and  killed  some  seals  at  Zapad- 
nie; how  many  is  not  known,  but  at  this  season  of  the  year  the  number 
must  have  been  small,  because  the  seals  have  nearly  all  migrated. 

September  30, 1889. — Eighteen  dead  seals  and  four  clubs  were  found 
on  a  beach  near  a  rookery.  It  is  not  known  whether  any  others  were 
killed. 
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An  examination  of  the  St.  Paul  record  does  not  show  any  destmctive 

raids  upon  the  island.  It  is  a  fact,  however,  that  in 
p^iiBi^d*  ^°  ^*-  July,  1875,  prior  to  the  be8:inning  of  the  record,  the 

crew  of  the  scliooner  San  Diego  landed  on  Otter  Island, 

a  small  islet  6  miles  from  St.  Paul,  and  killed  and  skinned  1,660  seals. 

She  was  captured  before  leaving  the  island,  and  both  the  skins  and 

vessel  were  condemned  to  forfeiture  by  the  United  States  court. 

The  reports  of  the  superintendent  for  the  lessees  show  that  it  was 

the  custom  of  the  (3omi)any's  agents  on  the  islands  to 
erkS!^""*^*^*"*^^    frequently  x>atrol  the  rookeries  whenever  the  weather 

was  such  that  a  landing  could  be  eft'ected  on  them,  and 
to  keep  watchmen  at  points  distant  from  tlie  villages,  whose  sx>ecial 
duty  it  was  to  report  every  unusual  or  suspicious  occurrence.  For  this 
purpose  the  northeast  point  of  St.  Paul  Island  was  connected  with  the 
village  by  telephone  in  1880,  a  distance  of  12  mih^s,  and  the  natives 
instructed  in  the  use  of  the  instrument.  If  any  raids  upon  the  islands, 
other  than  those  herein  mentioned,  had  occurred,  I  am  sure  they  would 
have  been  detected  and  reported  to  this  office.  Ko  such  reports  are  on 
file. 

Max  Heilbronneb. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  6th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1892. 
[SEAL.]  ClemejST  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


DepoHition  of  H,  IT.  Mclniyre^  Hvperinicndent  of  Alaslm  aeal  fislicries. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss  : 

H.  H.  Mclntyre,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was 
superintendent  of  the  seal  fisheries  of  Alaska  from  1871  to  1889,  inclu- 
sive. The  records  above  referred  to  were  kept  under  my  direction  by 
my  assistants  on  the  respective  islands.  I  was  in  frequent  correspond- 
ence with  these  assistants  when  not  i)ersonally  present  and  am  sure 
that  anything  worthy  of  notice  would  hav(»  been  ])romptly  re])orted  to 

T  ,  ,      me.    I  believe  that  those  records  contain  a  true  account 

Inaorses  records.         i»    n  j      x         a-  •  ^  xi       •   i       j  t^  xi  t      t 

of  all  destructive  raids  npon  the  islands.  If  there  had 
been  any  others  I  shoidd  have  heard  of  them.  Every  unusual  occur- 
rence at  any  point  about  the  islands  was  note<l  by  the  keen-eyed  natives 
and  at  once  reported  to  the  Company's  office,  the  matter  was  investi- 
gated, and  a  record  of  it  entered  in  the  daily  journal.  I  am  confident 
that  the  only  marauding  expedition  that  ever  succeeded  in  killing  more 
than  a  few  dozen  seals  each  were  those  of  1875,  upon  Otter  Island,  and 
of  1885  upon  St.  George  Island,  the  details  of  which  are  set  forth  by 
Mr.  Heilbronner  in  the  foregoing  afli<lavit.  If  there  were  others  of 
which  no  record  api)ears,  the  number  of  seals  kilh^d  was  comparatively 
very  small  and  had  no  appreciable  effect  upon  seal  life. 

II.  II.  MoIntyre. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  6th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clement  Be'nnetTj 

Notary  Public. 
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Deposition  of  Capt  John  A.  Henriques,  U.  S.  Revenue  Marine. 

rookeries  on  pribilof  islands. 

District  op  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington,  ss: 

John  A.  Hcnriques,  of  New  London,  Conn.,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says:  I  am  65  years  of  age,  and  a  captain  in  tlie  j^^^^^^^  jggg 
U.  S.  Revenue  Marine,  and  liave  been  in  the  service  ^^^^^' 
for  twenty-nine  years.  In  the  fall  of  1868  I  was  ordered  to  Sitka 
and  in  the  spring  of  1869  received  instructions  to  proceed  at  once 
with  the  revenue  steamer  Lincoln  to  Bering  Sea  in  order  to  pro- 
tect the  seal  life  from  depredations,  informntion  having  been  received 
that  seal- skin 8  had  been  taken  from  the  Pnbilof  Islands  by  unauthorized 
persons  during  the  previous  season.  On  the  4th  of 
May,  1869,1  left  Sitka  for  Kodiak;  on  the  13th  of  May  taklnXhim  J^'v^^ 
I  left  Kodiak  pursuant  to  orders,  with  14  men  of  the  l^^^^^g^^^*  ^"  iainnds 
Second  Artillery  and  the  commissioned  offic  er,  Lieu- 
tenant Mast.  Thence  proceeded  to  the  Pribilof  islands,  touching  at 
Unalaska.  On  May  22nd,  I  landed  a  portion  of  the  troops  and  Lieuten- 
ant Barnes,  of  the  revenue  service,  with  rations  and  stores,  on  St.  Paul 
Island,  one  of  the  Pribilof  group.  The  troops  were  here  landed  for  the 
purpose  ot  enforcing  the  United  States  statute  providing  for  the  pro- 
tection of  seal  life.  Lieutenant  Barnes  had  charge  of  St.  Paul  Island, 
and  no  seals  were  allowed  to  be  killed,  except  a  snfticient  number  for 
the  food  of  the  natives,  and  these  were  to  be  killed  only  under  the 
direction  of  said  Lieutenant  Barnes. 

After  landing  I  called  the  natives  together,  and  through  an  inter- 
preter informed  them  of  the  purport  of  the  orders  and  directions  of  the 
Treasury  Department  in  relation  to  the  island,  and  the  natives  readily 
agreed  to  follow  such  instructions.  I  had  heard  from  the  natives  that 
seals  were  very  timid,  and  thereupon  ordered  all  the  dogs  on  the  island 
to  be  killed,  which  order  was  executed  within  ten  minutes  after  it  was 
given.  I  further  asked  the  natives  to  surrender  all  tirearms  in  their 
possession  until  the  close  of  the  sealing  season,  so  that  the  sound  of 
the  tiring  of  the  same  might  not  disturb  the  seals;  this  also  they  im- 
mediately did.  During  the  time  I  was  im  the  island  I  particularly 
noticed  the  care  that  the  natives  took  not  to  disturb  the  seal  rookeries, 
even  warning  some  of  our  party  from  the  use  of  tobacco  in  any  form 
in  the  neighborhood  of  such  rookeries.  On  31  ay  24th  I  landed  Lieu- 
tenant Henderson,  of  the  Revenue  Marine,  on  St.  George  Island  with 
the  remainder  of  the  troops,  their  stores  and  equipments.  Lieutenant 
Henderson  was  vested  with  the  same  authority  on  St.  George  Island 
that  Lieutenant  Barnes  had  on  St..  Paul  Island.  Here  I  also  had  an 
interview  with  the  natives  as  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  they,  too,  readily 
complied  with  the  orders  in  relation  to  dogs  and  the  use  of  firearms 
above  stated.  Every  pi  ecaution  that  was  ixissible  was  taken  by  the 
Government  officers  to  protect  the  seal  life  on  the  islands,  and  also  to 
prevent  the  breeding  rookeries  from  being  d  isturbed  in  anyway.  While 
in  Bering  Sea  during  the  summer  of  1869, 1  never  saw 
a  vessel  sealing  about  the  islands  or  anywhere  in  the  in^Berill^^^sea^^'in 
sea,  nor  did  I  hear  any  rei)ort  of  the  presence  of  such  i^^^- 
sealing  vessels  in  those  waters.  j   ^   Henbiques, 

Captain,  U.  S,  It  M. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  April,  1892. 
[SEAL.]  Geo.  Y.  Coffin, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
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Deposition  of  William  8.  Hereford,  physician  on  Pribilof  Islands, 

habits  of  seals — rookeries  and  pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss : 

William  S.  Hereford,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I 

am  39  years  of  age,  and  am  a  physician.    I  hold  the 

Experience.  degree  of  B.  S.,  Santa  Clara  College,  S.  J.,  year  1874, 

also  a  regular  graduate  of  the  medical  department  of  the  University 

of  Pennsylvania,  year  1877;  am  aiegular  practitioner  of  medicine  and 

surgery. 

I  entered  the  service  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  August, 
1880,  for  the  purpose  of  being  one  of  the  resident  physicians  on  the 
seal  islands,  and  was  continuously  in  their  employ  until  May,  1890,  at 
which  time  I  went  into  the  employ  of  the  Noith  American  Commercial 
Company  in  the  «ame  capacity  until  the  latter  i)art  of  August,  1891, 
having  left  by  resignation.  1  was  in  the  service  of  the  Alaska  Com- 
mercial Company  almost  ten  years  and  with  the  North  American  Com: 
mercial  Company  about  fifteen  months,  and  had  a  total  connection  with 
the  seal  islands  a  little  over  ten  years.  Seal  and  seal  life  being  the  only 
and  all  absorbing  topic  of  conversation,  business,  food,  etc.,  equally 
with  the  natives  as  ourselves,  one  naturally  becomes  almost  as  familiar 
with  the  far-seals  and  their  habits,  as  a  farmer  would  with  those  of  the 
cattle  and  horses  on  his  farm,  or  a  hunter  of  the  animals  by  whom  he  is 
surrounded  in  the  woods,  and  by  the  killing  of  which  he  gains  a  liveli- 
hood, both  as  a  means  of  sustenance  and  article  of  commerce. 

In  my  capacity  of  physician  and  surgeon  to  the  sealing  companies, 
i.  r.,  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  and  the  North  American  Com- 
mercial Company,  I  was  stationed  the  first  year,  t.  e.,  1880  and  1881,  at 
St.  George  Island,  and  in  1881  and  1882  at  Unalaska,  at  which  time  my 
duties  required  me  to  sail  from  Unalaska  to  Attn,  Belkol'skie,  Atka, 
Unga,  etc.  I  have  been  from  Kadiak  to  Attn  and  have  visited  the 
way  places  between  those  points.  I  have  also  in  the  same  capacity 
made  three  trips  to  St.  Michaels,  Norton  Sound,  one  of  which  trips  on 
ac.count  of  the  ice  carried  me  over  on  to  the  Kussian  coast  and  as  far 
north  as  the  Bering  Straits.  I  have  also  visited  St.  Matthews  Island, 
though  never  having  landed,  passed  by  St.  Lawrence  Island,  etc. 
After  1882  I  was  at  St.  Paul  Island,  with  the  exception  of  my  vacations 
in  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until  1890  and  1891,  when  I  was  again  placed 
on  St.  George  Island.  My  knowledge  is  from  personal  observation  and 
experience,  as  well  as  from  conversation  with  the  natives,  having  l>e- 
conjc  more  or  less  intimately  acquainted  with  the  language  spoken  by 
the  natives  of  the  islands. 

The  loss  of  life  of  pup  seals  on  the  rookeries  up  to  alxmt  1884  or  1885 
LoH8  of  pnpB  lip  to  ^^^^  comparatively  slight  and  was  generally  attributed 
ipwor  issscompaia-  to  the  death  of  the  motlier  seal  from  natural  causes  or 
lively  slight.  from  their  natural  enemies  in  the  water,  or,  as  some- 

times happened,  sudden  storms  with  heavy  surfs  rolling  in  from  certiiin 
directions  on  to  the  breeding  rookeries,  but  never  at  any  time  would 
a  sufficient  number  of  pups  be  kilh^d  to  make  it  the  subject  of  special 
comment,  either  among  the  natives  or  the  enii)loyes  of  the  company. 

Coincident  with  the  increase  of  hunting  seals  in  the  sea,  there  was 

an  increase  in  the  death  rate  of  pup  seals  on  the  rook- 
r»teo7pij^B?'  ^^*^  eries;  also  a  percex)tiblediminuti(m  of  female  seals.    As 

bunting  increased,  it  became  self  evident,  even  to  the 
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most  casual  observer,  that  the  rookeries  were  becoming  devastated.  It 
is  positively  a  fact  that  there  are  not  near  as  many 
seals  occupying  the  rookeries  now,  at  the  present  time,  roTkerfc^*^^*^^***" 
as  there  were  when  I  first  saw  the  islands.  The  va- 
cant spaces  on  the  breeding  and  hauling  grounds  have  increased  in 
size  from  year  to  year  since  1884,  and  have  been  very  noticeable  for  the 
last  four  or  five  years. 

When  I  first  went  to  the  seal  islands  the  seals  were  actually  increas- 
ing in  numbers,  instead  of  diminishing.    Two  facts 
presented  themselves  to  me  later  on,  firat^suf  ^^  ^^^'^  ^* 

First.  Seals  were  arriving  each  year  in  diminished 
numbers. 

Second.  At  the  same  time  that  the  female  seals  were  decreasing  in 
numbers,  the  number  of  dead  pups  on  the  rookeries  was  increasing. 

There  lias  been  no  change  in  the  manner  of  conducting  the  business 
ashore,  but  there  has  been  added  the  open  sea  hunting 
industry  in  the  waters  surrounding  the  rookeries,  and        aBagemtn  . 
which  industry,  as  is  well  known,  has  rapidly  increased  since  1884, 
until  now  it  has  assumed  grand  proportions.    It  is  a  well-known  fact 
that  the  femjile  seals  leave  the  islands  and  go  great  dis-  oi.  f .  di 

tances  for  food,  and  it  is  clearly  proven  that  many  of      ^^  ^^  "^  °^' 
them  do  not  return,  as  the  number  of  pups  starved  to  death  on  the 
rookeries  demcnstra-tes. 

The  old  mother  seal  will  not  nurse  any  but  its  own  offspring,  and  can 
single  it  out  of  a  band  of  thousands  even  after  an  ab- 
sence of  days  from  the  islands.    The  difierence  between  0^9^  pup""®*  ^^^y^^^ 
a  well  nourished  pup,  and  one  starving  to  death  is 
also  easily  recognized;  one  being  plump  and  lively,  growing  extremely 
rai)idly,  the  other  slowly  dwindling  away,  its  body  becoming  lean,  long 
and  lanky,  the  head  being  the  largest  and  most  conspicuous  part.    The 
poor  little  thing  finally  diops  from  sheer  exhaustion  in  its  tracks,  being 
only  a  matter  of  time  before  it  succumbs  to  starvation.    In  reference  to 
the  time  a  newly-born  seal  could  live  without  its  moth-     yitaut  of 
er's  care,  I  can  say  that  I  have  known  one  particular  ^  ^  ^  ^"^** 

pup  seal  to  have  positively  existed  for  a  period  of  at  least  two  weeks  or 
more  from  the  moment  of  birth  with  not  over  a  pint  or  so  of  cow^s 
milk,  at  the  most,  which  had  to  be  forced  down  its  throat.  Perhaps 
this  wiD  be  best  understood  by  explaining  the  circumstances. 

Little  "  Jimmie,'^  as  this  particular  pup  was  called,  was  the  child  of 
adverse  circumstances  as  his  mother  hapi)ened  accidentally  to  be  caught 
in  a  large  drive  and  could  not  be  separated  from  the  herd  until  the 
killing  ground  was  reached.  Shortly  after  being  parted  out  and  al- 
lowed to  go  free,  on  her  way  to  the  water,  she  hurriedly  gave  birth  to 
this  pup  and  continued-on  her  journey.  The  pup  was  watched  care- 
fully for  a  few  days,  and  when  it  was  thought  to  have  been  deserted  a 
kind-hearted  employe  of  the  company,  Mr.  Allis,  brought  it  into  the 
village  with  a  double  view  of  trying  to  save  its  life  as  well  as  to  make 
a  pet  of  it.  For  the  first  few  days,  as  nobody  could  manage  to  make 
him  eat  and  as  he  would  generally  get  the  best  of  some  friendly  finger 
in  these  attempts  at  feeding,  he  was  let  severely  alone.  Then  followed 
various  contrivances,  mechanical  and  otherwise,  for  holding  his  head 
so  as  to  feed  him  with  a  spoon  or  a  nursing  bottle,  but  all  to  no  pur- 
pose, for  he  would  get  most  of  the  milk  everywhere  but  where  it  was 
intended  to  go.  This  went  on  for  all  of  two  weeks  or  more.  I  then 
equipped  myself  with  a  large  syringe  and  a  flexible  tube,  and  about  a 
pint  or  so  of  warm,  fresh  cow's  milk.    Little  "Jimmie's''  mouth  was 
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kept  open,  the  tube  was  passed  down  liis  throat  into  his  stomaeh,  the 
syringe  filled  with  milk,  in  quantity  as  before  stated,  and  which  was 
unanimously  agreed  was  not  too  much  for  him  at  one  feeding,  was 
slowly  injected  down  the  tube  into  his  stomach.  After  the  operation 
the  tube  was  carefully  withdrawn  and  *'Jimmie"  was  left  to  his  own 
devices.  The  pup,  much  to  the  gratification  and  amusement  of  all 
present,  immediately  began  to  show  in  the  most  unmistakable  manner 
the  greatest  of  seal  delight,  i.  e.,  to  lie  down  in  the  various  positions 
of  seal  comfort,  on  his  back  and  side,  and  wave  and  fan  himself  with  his 
flippers,  scratch  himself,  bleat,  etc.  As  these  signs  were  unmistak- 
able to  all  present  who  were  familiar  with  the  habits  of  seals,  the  op- 
eration was  thought  to  be  a  success.  Ui)  to  the  last  time  the  pup  was 
seen,  late  that  night,  he  was  doing  finely,  but  next  morning  he  was 
found  dead,  and  1  attributed  his  sudden  taking  oft*  either  to  the  sm^ 
boy  or  an  accident  during  the  night. 

Another  instance  is  that  of  a  young  pux)  seal  born  under  almost  sim- 
ilar circumstances  some  years  previous,  and  deserted  by  his  mother. 
It  was  placed  near  the  water's  edge  to  see  if  in  a  tew  days  its  mother  would 
not  return  to  it,  or  maybe  it  might  take  to  the  water  naturally  and 
swim  across  to  an  adioining  rookery  a  few  yards  distant,  and  possibly 

there  be  found  by  it^s  mother  and  its  life  thus  be  saved. 
n^ter."  °  *  *  Day  after  day  this  pup  was  watched,  but  it  would  not 

go  near  the  water  and  neither  did  its  mother  return. 
After  several  days  or  so  a  new  employ^  of  that  season  only,  and  know- 
ing nothing  whatever  of  fur  seal  life  and  habits,  coming  along  that  way 
and  finding  the  pup  in  the  grass,  thinking  probably  that  he  had  gotten 
lost  from  the  other  side  took  him  up  and  threw  him  into  the  water, 
with  a  view  of  giving  him  a  chance  of  swimming  back  home.  It  was  a 
mistaken  kindness,  however,  for  he  was  immediately  drowned,  as  he 
was  twt  young  to  swim,  his  head  being  too  heavy  for  his  body. 
These  cases  demonstrate  two  points,  i.  e.,  that  a  very  young  fur-seal 
Peia{i:jc birth impos-  cau  livc  a  Considerable  time  without  nourishment,  sev- 
■*^^®-  eral  days  or  more;  also  that  they  cau  not  swim,  and  any 

and  all  fur  seals  born  in  the  water  must  necessarily  perish. 

I  remember  these  two  instances  distinctly,  as  I  was  very  much 
impressed  by  them  at  the  time.  Others  might  possibly  be  cited,  but  I 
think  the^e  will  sufiice.  These  two  isolated  instances  show  that  a 
young  fur  seal  can  live  without  its  mother's  care  for  a  week  or  so,  and 
that  the  little  fellows  on  the  rookeries,  who  probably  have  been  nursed 
to  their  heart's  content  before  the  mother  seals  took  their  departure, 
stand  at  least  an  equal,  if  not  superior,  chance  of  life,  until  their 
mothers  return  from  the  feeding  grounds,  even  giving  them  wide  mar- 
gins for  delays. 
It  is  asserted  that  the  fiir  seals  give  birth  to  their  young  also  on 

kelp  patches,  and  lie  asleep  on  their  backs,  with  their 
keTp.^*  "°*  ^™  ^^  offspring  in  their  embrace,  clasped  to  their  breasts. 

This  is  descriptive  of  the  sea  otter,  but  is  not  true  of 
the  fur  seal. 

It  is  kno>vn  and  currently  believed  among  the  natives  of  the  sea) 

islands,  and  also  among  the  employees  of  the  sealing  company,  past  and 

Tj-     T    r««^-  ^     present,  that  the  mother  seal  will  go  great  distances 

and  be  gone  for  long  x><?*iiods  of  time  m  quest  of  tood. 
Such  is  also  my  observation  and  belief.  In  fact  it  is  a  common  thing 
to  see  squads  or  herds  going  out  and  coming  in  at  various  times  dur- 
ing the  day.  Food  around  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  seal  islands 
18  at  the  best  of  times  scarce,  and  as  the  rookeries  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  their  occupants  it  becomes  necessary  for  them  each  day  to  go 
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farther  and  farther.  Distance,  however,  ivS  no  particular  oliject  to 
them,  as  they  are  very  speedy  travelers.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
mother  seal  has  the  power  of  voluntarily  restraining^  and  postponing 
the  involuntary  act  of  labor  or  not,  but  it  would  almost  seem  as  if  she 
had,  as  on  many  occasions  she  will  have  but  just  dragged  herself  ashore 
when  she  will  give  birth  to  her  young.  This  may  be  a  coincidence  only, 
but  when  not  disturbed  they  usually  ex>me  ashore  with  plenty  of  time 
to  make  themselves  comfortable. 

I  have  dissected  the  brains,  eyes,  and  hearts,  and  have  examined 
the  lungs,  liver,  and  internal  viscera  generally,  of  such  seal  as  are  to 
be  found  on  the  killing  grounds.  Have  also  examined  some  of  the 
stomachs  of  the  pups  on  the  rookeries  in  the  fall. 

The  fur-seal  has  unusually  thin  bones  covering  the  brain.  The  brain 
is  well  shaped,  the  same  almost  {is  a  human  brain,  quite  large,  and  if 
one  could  judge  from  external  appearances  the  animal 
possessing  such  a  brain  should  be  unusually  intelli-  "»o">yo  ®»oa- 
gent.  The  eye  during  life  is  large,  dark,  sympathetic,  and  intelli- 
gent-looking, but,  alas  for  appearances!  On  land  they  may  be  occa- 
sionally suspicious,  especially  shoidd  their  other  senses  be  helped  out 
by  their  olfactories,  for  they  have  the  keenest  scent,  but  in  the  water 
they  display  the  greatest  curiosity  and  confidence  iu 
passing  objects.  They  will  catch  up  and  follow  a  boat,  ^^^  thrwater.  "*" 
and  in  fact  I  have  seen  them  play  around  the  ^'  killer- 
whale"  totally  oblivious  of  the  fact  that  this  "  killer  "is  their  bitter  enemy, 
I  have  at  the  same  time  seen  the  sea  lion,  which  is  generally  consid- 
ered more  stupid,  though  braver,  rush  into  shore  and  land  on  the  rocks 
under  similar  circumstances,  apparently  preparing  to  chance  death  from 
the  natives  to  being  ^napped  in  two  and  made  a  meal  of  in  two  mouth- 
fuls  by  the  "  killers." 

I  am  of  the  impression  that  the  fur-seal,  notwithstanding  its  mag- 
nificent-looking eye,  has  rather  a  short  range  of  vision ;    ^,  ,  .  . 

.J.  ,  ^'11  i.xi_i.  Short  range  of  viHum. 

it  may  be  more  powerlul  under  water  than  out. 

Of  the  stomachs  of  the  killable  seals,  I  may  say  that  there  is  no  de- 
gree of  regularity  in  what  may  be  found  in  them;  perhaps  oftener  noth- 
ing, many  times  a  few  worms,  frequently  a  few  small  stones,  sometimes 
a  quantity  of  pea-soup-looking  fluid,  the  result  of  the  process  of  diges- 
tion, while  some  may  contain  the  remains  of  ti  sh  bones,  kelp,  etc.  Of  the 
female  fur-seal  stomach  I  know  nothing,  as  they  are  not  allowed  to  be 
killed  on  the  islands,  but  I  think  it  would  be  safe  to  say  remnants  of  a 
fish  and  kelp  diet  would  frequently  be  found,  as  that  j,^^ 
is  their  natural  food,  and  they  do  considerable  travel-  ^  ' 
ing  backwards  and  forwards  from  the  fishing  banks  while  nursing  their 
young  after  having  received  the  attention  of  the  bulls.  The  pups 
driven  up  for  native  use  in  the  fall  were  always  full  to  overflowing 
with  milk,  their  stomachs  containing  nothing  eLse.  These  pups  are  as 
round  and  plump  as  partridges,  while  those  dead  on  tin*,  rookeries,  un- 
less killed  by  accidents  of  some  kind,  are  never  of  the  plump  and  well- 
nourished  looking  order,  but  are  generally  lean  and  thin,  bearing  all  the 
external  signs  of  neglect  and  starvation. 

Of  the  lungs,  liver,  heart,  and  testicles  of  the  male  fur-seal,  which  I 
have  observed,  there  is  nothing  peculiar  about  them.  The  penisis  charac- 
teristic of  the  class  to  which  the  fur-seal  belongs.  The  brain,  heart, 
liver,  and  kidneys  make  very  good  eating,  and  taste  about  the  same 
as  those  of  other  animals.  The  meat,  however,  which  must  be  entirely 
freed  from  all  its  blubber  or  fat,  though  quite  nutritious  and  palatable, 
is  somewhat  soft,  of  a  dark  color,  and  reminds  one,  according  to  how 
it  is  cooked,  of  wild  duck,  venison,  etc.,  only  it  must  never  be  eaten  rare, 
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but  always  well  done.    On  our  table  it  generally  went  by  the  name  of 

St.  Paul  or  St.  George  mutton,  respectively,  and  had  its  regular  place 

in  our  bill  of  fare,  being  far  more  preferable  to  "  salt  horse ''  and  canned 

stuffs. 

The  methods  employed  in  handling  the  drives  are  the  same  identi- 

ment  cally  as  of  twenty  years  ago.    The  same  methods  were 

agemen  .  obscrvcd  whcn  I  first  went  to  the  islands,  and  were  in 

vogue  during  the  period  that  I  referred  to  as  an  actual  increase  in  seal 

life,  and  have  been  continued  up  to  the  present  times.    There  is  noth- 

Great  inoreaae  in  ^^S  different,  cxccpt  the  cuormous  increase  of  vessels 

number    of  aeaiing  and  huntcrs  engaged  in  pelagic  sealing  in  Bering  Sea. 

veesela  and  huntor«.      ^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  .^  ^^^  ^^j^  ^^  OCCasioual  VCnturC- 

some  vessel  that  came  around  and  secured  a  few  hundred  skins  and 
thought  itself  lucky  and  cleared  out,  but  since  that  time  not  even 
the  smallest  craft  is  satisfied  unless  it  secures  its  thousands  of  pelts, 
regardless  of  sex.    The  indiscriminate  slaughter  of  seals  in  the  water 

has  so  depleted  their  number,  that  the  company  is  at 
qu^ta."*^^^""^*"^*  present  unable  to  get  their  quota  of  skins  on  the  island 

as  allowed  per  contract  with  the  Government,  and  is 
restrict(».d  to  such  an  insignificant  number  that  it  is  not  enough  to  sup- 
ply food  to  the  native  poi)iilation  of  the  islands. 
It  is  an  iudisi)uta])le  fact  that  large  portions  of  the  breeding  rookeries 
Dwreasein  ami  of  '^"^^  hauling  groun,ds  are  ])are,  where  but  a  few  years 
hreodinK  aud  hauling  ago  uotliiug  but  tlic  hapi)y,  uoisy,  and  snarling  seal 
grounda.  fannlics  could  be  seen. 

The  first  arrival  of  bulls  is  about  the  same  time  as  formerly,  but  after 

that  they  fill  in  very  much  slower,  and  the  females  for 
Arrival  of  bulla  and  the  last  fcw  ycars  luive  been  somewhat  later  in  their  ar- 

rival. 
The  driving  rookeries  also  necessarily  have  suffered, 
nwll^otal"  '^°''  ^  witness  the  dilfercMice  in  the  catch,  a  drop  from  100,- 
^   ^   ^  000  to  about  20,000  in  1890. 

years  and  I  am    I  made  the  conditions  of  seal  life  a  careful  study  for 

firmly  of  file  opinion  their  decrease  in  number  on  the 
on^iSy^da"*/  ^^'^'"^  Pribih)f  Islands  is  due  wholly  and  entirely  to  hunting 

and  killing  them  in  the  open  sea. 

Wm.  S.  Hereford. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1802. 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  Edward  Hughes j  steward  on  vessels  and  in  employ  of  the 

lessees, 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Alaska,  TT.  S.  A., 

St,  Paul  Island^  Pribilof  Group,  ss: 

Edward  Hughes,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  52  years 
of  age,  and  I  was  born  in  Wales.  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
where  I  have  resided  for  thirty-five  years,  of  which  twenty-eight  years 

have  been  si)ent  in  Alaska.    For  eighteen  years  I  have 
Experienc6.  bccu  cook  or  Steward  on  board  vessels  doing  business 

in  the  North  Pacific  and  in  Bering  Sea,  along  the  en- 
tire coast  of  Alaska  from  Sitka  to  Norton  Sound,  and  9XL  along  and 
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around  the  Aleutian  Islands  as  far  west  as  Attn  Island,  and  also  along 
the  coast  of  Siberia  as  far  as  Plover  Bay.    In  all  those  years  I  have 
met  and  talked  with  hunters,  trappers,  traders,  and  miners  whose 
business  called  them  into  Alaskan  waters  aud  I  never 
knew  or  heard  tell  of  any  fur-seals  hauling  out  on  land  pS*?of  isEm^!^  ^ 
to  breed  anywhere  on  the  Alaskan  toast  or  islands  in 
the  North  Pacific  or  American  waters  of  Bering  Sea,  excepting  the 
Pribilof  Islands.    I  have  been  employed  on  the  seal  islands  since  1882, 
and  I  have  resided  upon  them  continuously  for  ten  years,  and  have  a 
personal  knowledge  of  seal  life  as  it  exists  on  these  islands  and  in  the 
waters  surrounding  them,  and  there  is  less  than  one- 
third  as  many  seals  coming  to  the  islands  last  year  th^^tenyearl^**" 
than  there  was  in  1882.    The  decrease  in  the  number 
of  seals  coming  to  the  islands  was  first  noticed  and  talked  about  in  two 
or  three  years  after  I  first  came  to  live  here;  and  since  1887  the  de- 
crease has  been  very  rapid. 

A  careful  inspection  of  the  rookeries  each  returning  season  since  1887 
showed  that  the  cows  were  getting  less  and  less,  al-     p^wer  females, 
though  it  was  a  rare  thing  to  find  a  cow  seal  that  did 
not  have  a  pup  at  her  side.    It  was  also  during  these  years  that  dead 
emaciated  pups  were  first  noticed  on  the  rookeries,  and 
they  increased  in  numbers  until  1891,  in  which  year,  in  wHh*JfSS^pnp^^^^^*^ 
August  and  September,  the  rookeries  were  covered 
with  dead  pups.    I  was  present  when  Dr.  Akerly,  the  resident  physi- 
cian, made  an  examination  of  some  of  them  and  it  was  found  that  their 
stomachs  were  empty,  and  that  they  exhibited  all  the  conditions  of 
starvation. 

I  have  been  steward  and  cook  at  the  Company  house  for  the  lessees 
since  1882,  aud  during  the  time  when  seals  are  killed 
for  skins  or  food  I  have  daily  prepared  and  cooked  the     ^^penence. 
meat  in  various  ways  for  the  use  of  the  table  at  which 
all  white  people  board  who  live  on  or  come  to  the  i^^^^**^  *^*  ^' 
island,  and  such  a  thing  as  a  diseased  seal  has  never 
been  known. 

Edw'd  Hughes. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  officer  empowered  to  admin- 
ister oaths  under  section  1976,  Ee vised  Statutes  of  the  United  States, 
this  8th  day  of  June,  1892.    At  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska. 

Wm.  H.  Williams, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  seal  isUinds. 


Deposition  of  Abial  P.  Loud,  special  assistant  Treasury  agent  on  PrihiloJ 

Islands. 

manageiment  and  pelagic  sealing. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington^  ss: 

Abial  P.  Loud,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  resident 
of  Hampden,  Me.,  and  am  55  years  of  age.  On  April  4, 1885, 1  was 
appointed  special  assistant  Treasiuy  agent  for  the  ^.^  erience 
seal  islands,  and  immediately  starte/1  for  the  islands,  ^^®^  ^^^' 
arriving  at  the  island  of  St.  Panl  on  May  28  or  30.  Spent  that  season 
on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  returned  for  the  winter  to  the  States,  leaving 
the  islands  on  the  18th  of  August.  Went  back  again  next  spring, 
arriving  there  in  the  latter  part  of  May,  and  remained  until  August^ 


38  TESTIMONT 

1887,  on  St.  Paul  Island.  Spent  the  season  of  1888  and  1889  on  St. 
George  Island,  returiiiiig  in  the  fall  of  1889  to  the  States.  In  1889  I 
spent  some  time  iu  the  fall  on  St.  Paul  Island.  On  whichever  island  1 
was  located  I  always  kept  careful  watch,  and  made  frequent  examina- 

Decreaae  of  breed-  *^^"  ^^  *^^®  Tookcries  during  this  entire  period.  During 
ingSwmdBfronnlsi  the  time  from  1885  to  1889  there  was  a  very  marked  de- 
^  ^^-  crease  in  the  size  of  the  breeding  grounds  on  St.  Paul 

Island,  and  from  1887  to  1889  I  also  noticed  a  great  decrease  in  the 
areas  covered  by  the  rookeries  on  St.  George  Island. 

In  his  reports  of  1880  and  1887  George  R.  Tingle,  special-  Treasury 
eciai  ^S^"^  ^^  (Jharge  of  the  seal  islands,  reported  having 
A^D?*T^Sgie'?**^re-  mcasurcd  the  rookeries  on  the  islands,  and  that  the 
poruofanincreaae.  geals  had  largely  increased  in  number,  giving  the  in- 
crease at  about  2,000,000.  From  this  report  I  dissented  at  the  time,  as 
I  was  unable  to  see  any  increase,  but  on  the  contrary  a  perceptible  de- 
crease, in  the  rookeries.  I  expressed  my  views  to  many  on  the  islands, 
and  all  agreed  that  there  had  been  no  increase  in  seal  life.  I  do  not 
think  that  there  was  a  single  person  on  the  island  except  Mr.  Tingle 

Mr  TiDgie'8  metb-  wlio  thought  there  had  be«n  an  increase,  or,  in  fact, 
od  of  meMuring.  that  thcrc  had  not  been  a  decrease  in  seal  life.  The 
measurements  of  the  rookeries  on  which  Mr.  Tingle  relied  were  made 
with  a  common  rope,  by  ignorant  natives,  while  the  seals  were  absent 
from  the  islands,  the  grounds  covered  by  them  being  designated  by  Mr. 
Tingle  from  memory.  Even  if  these  measurements  had  been  correct, 
ib It  of a«  which  was  impossible,  I  do  not  believe  it  is  possible  to 
corSffig  number^of  calculatc  cvcu  approximately  the  number  of  seals  upon 
»«*!«•  the  rookeries,  because  of  the  broken  nature  of  the 

ground  and  the  irregular  outlines  of  the  breeding  grounds.    While  I 

Driving  and  over-  was  ou  the  Islauds  I  attended  nearly  every  "  drive''  of 
driving.  the  bachelor  seals  from  the  hauling  grounds  to  the 

killing  grouiids,  and  these  "drives"  were  conducted  by  the  natives 
with  great  care,  and  no  seals  were  killed  by  overdriving,  plenty  of  time 
being  always  given  them  to  rest  and  cool  off.  A  few  were  smothered 
by  the  seals  climbing  over  each  other  when  wet,  but  the  number  was 
very  inconsiderable,  i)eing  a  fraction  of  1  per  cent  of  those  driven,  and 
did  not  to  any  extent  affect  the  seal  life  on  the  islands.  The  greatest 
care  was  always  taken  to  avoid  overdriving  both  by  the  Government 
officers  and  employes  of  the  lessees. 

During  my  experience  (and  I  was  on  the  killing  ground  at  every 
killing  that  took  i^lace  while  I  was  on  the  islands)  1  never  saw  a  male 
seal  which  had  been  injured  by  being  redriven  several  times  from  the 
same  hauling  ground.    I  am  convinced  that  while  I  was  there  there 

Virility  of  seals  not  ^^^  "^^  **"  single  casc  iu  whicli  the  virility  of  a  male 
Impaired  by  driving,  scal  was  dcstroycd  or  imi)aired  in  the  slightest  degree 
*'^'  by  driving,  rcdriving,  or  overdriving,  and  I  took  par- 

ticular notice  of  the  condition  of  the  males  during  each  drive.  The 
males  old  enough  for  service  on  the  breeding  grounds  were  always 
allowed  to  return  to  the  hauling  ground  from  a  "  drive,"  and  I  am 
satisfied  a  sutticient  number  of  males  was  always  reserved  for  future 
breeding  purposes.  A  suggestion  was  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  the  fall  of  1885  that  some  old  bulls  should  be  killed,  but 

,.  ^    the  Secreta-ry  declined  to  T)ermit  such  animals  to  be 

destroyed.  I  am  convinced  that  the  decrease  in  the 
rookeries  was  caused  entirely  by  open-sea  sealing.    As  I  was  not  pres- 

Dtmd  pupfc  ®"^  ^"  ^^®  islands  in  the  fall  of  1885, 1  am  unable  to 

make  a  statement  as  to  the  number  of  dead  pups  ou 
the  rookeries  in  that  year,  but  in  1880  I  saw  a  large  namber  of  dead 
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pups  lying  about.  These  pups  were  very  mucli  emaciated,  and  evideu  tly 
had  been  starved  to  death.  I  account  for  this  by  the  killing  of  the 
mothers  by  open-sea  sealers  before  the  pups  were  weaned,  and  because 
a  mother  will  not  suckle  any  pup  except  her  own. 

In  1887  the  number  of  dead  pups  was  much  larger  than  in  1886.  Id 
1888  there  was  a  less  number  than  in  1887,  or  in  1889,  owing,  as  I  be- 
lieve, to  a  decrease  of  seals  killed  in  Bering  Sea  that  year;  but  in  1889 
the  increase  again  showed  itself.  I  believe  the  number  of  dead  pups 
increased  in  about  the  same  ratio  as  the  number  of  seals  taken  in  Ber- 
ing Sea  by  pelagic  sealers.  While  I  was  on  the  island 
there  were  not  more  than  three  or  four  raids  on  the 
rookeries  to  my  knowledge,  and  I  think  that  the  destruction  to  seal 
life  by  raiding  rookeries  is  a  small  part  of  1  per  cent  as  Great m^oritykuied 
compared  with  the  numbers  taken  by  killing  in  the  atseafemai^  agreat 

.  Axi/tj^'  i  •  •  i^t  1      part)   01   wnicii     a  r  o 

water.    Another  fact  in  connection  with  open-sea  seal-  pregnant  or  nursing 

ing  is  that  the  great  majority  of  seals  killed  are  fe-  *^**^*' 

males,  and  that  a  great  part  of  the  females  are  pregnant,  or  in  milk. 

The  milking  females  are  most  all  killed  while  visiting  the  teeding 

grounds,  which  are  distant  40  or  60  miles,  or  even  far-     y^nmies  feedin 

ther,  from  the  islands.    The  female  necessarily  feeds  so       ®°^  *^        ^" 

she  can  supply  nourishment  for  her  young,  while  the  males  during  the 

summer  seldom  leave  the  islands.    This  accounts  for 

the  large  number  of  females  killed  in  Bering  Sea.    In  gefS'ouJ?"!^?."^' 

July,  1887,  I  captured  the  poaching  schooner  Angel 

Doily  while  she  was  hovering  about  the  islands.    I  examined  the  seal 

skins  she  had  on  board,  and  about  80  per  cent  were 

skins  of  females.    In  1888  or  1889 1  examined  something   •  Eighty  per  cent  of 

like  5,000  skins  at  Unalaska  which  had  been  taken  ^i"^.  «"*  ^"^  ^*- 

from  schooners  engage!  in  pelagic  sealing  in  Bering  ^^ 

Sea,  and  at  least  80  to  85  i)er  cent  were  skins  of  fe-  othS^a^n, 

males. 

I  have  conversed  with  the  captains  of  several  marauding  schooners, 
and  others  who  were  employed  in  i^elagic  sealing  have  informed  me 
that  they  usually  use  rifles  in  shooting  seals  in  the 
water.    Some,  however,  use  shotguns,  but  to  no  great  p^^^^^^®^  ^ 
extent.     From  these  conversations  I  should  judge 
they  did  not  secure  more  than  one-half  of  the  seals  killed ;  and  this,  I 
think,  is  a  large  estimate  of  the  number  secured.    I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  Pribilof  seal  herd  should  be  protected  both  in 
Bering  Sea  and  the  North  Pacific  Ocean.    If  an  imag-  g^y°^*'*^°''  °®*'®*' 
inary  line  were  drawn  about  the  islands,  30  or  40  miles 
distant  therefrom,  within  which  sealing  would  be  prohibited,  this  would 
be  little  protection  to  seal  life,  for  all  the  poachers 
whom  I  interviewed  acknowledged  that  they  could  get  butiKpTSijc^n^.*^ 
more  seals  in  the  water  near  the  fishing  banks,  30, 
40,  or  more  miles  from  the  islands,  than  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
thereof,  and  the  hunters  on  the  schooners  always  complained  if  they 
got  much  nearer  than  40  miles  of  the  islands.    I  am  certain  that  even 
if  sealing  were  prohibited  entirely  upon  the  islands  the  seal  herd  would 
in  a  short  time  be  exterminated  by  pelagic  sealing,  if  i)ermitted,  because 
the  females,  that  is,  the  producers,  are  the  seals  principally  killed  by 
open-sea  sealing. 

Abial  p.  Loud. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  this  15th  day  of  April,  1892. 

[L.S*]  CuAs.  L.  Hughes, 

Notary  Public. 
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DepoHition  of  H,  H.  Mclntyre,  TrcMury  agent,  and  superintendent  for  the 

lessees  of  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

HABITS. 

DisTRiOT  OP  Columbia, 
City  of  Washington,  ss : 

U.  H.  Mclntyre,  of  Randolph,  Orange  County,  Vt.,  on  being  duly 
Bworn,  deposes  and  says,  concerniug  the  fiir  seals  of  Alaska,  and  mat- 
ters relative  thereto,  as  follows:  I  am  a  native  of  Vermont,  48  years 
Kxwrience  ^*^^^'  Commissioner  from  Vermont  to  the  World's  Co- 

.xjHjrence.  lumbian  Exposition  of  1893,  etc.    In  the  years  1868 

and  1809  I  was  special  United  States  Treasury  agent,  assigned  to  duty 
in  Alaska,  and  from  1870  to  1889,  inclusive,  superintendent  of  the  seal 
fiHheri(5H  of  Alaska  for  the  lessees.  I  spent  ten  months  as  special 
Treasury  agent  from  ^November,  1868,  to  August,  18G9,  in  inquiry  con- 
cerning the  fur-sefil  fisheries  then  recently  acquired  from  Eussia,  with 
a  view  to  advising  the  Government  of  the  United  States  what  dispo- 
sition should  be  made  of  them,  and  to  this  end  visited  all  the  principal 
]Kunts  along  the  northwest  coivst  of  the  American  cimtinent  from  Van- 
couver's Island  to  the  most  westerly  island  of  the  Aleutian  Archipel- 
ago, the  l^ribilof  group,  and  iioints  along  the  Bering  Sea  coast. 

As  superintendent  of  the  seal  fisheries  I  visited  the  seal  islands  twice 
in  the  summer  of  1870;  remained  constantly  thereon  from  April,  1871, 
until  September,  1872,  and  thereafter  went  to  the  islands  every  summer 
from  1873  until  1889,  inclusive,  excepting  1883, 1884,  and  1885.  I  usu- 
ally remained  on  the  islands  about  four  months,  from  May  until  August, 
in  each  season.  8ui)ervi8ing  the  annual  seal  catch,  examining  the  condi- 
tions of  seal  lire,  studying  the  habits  of  the  seals,  and,  in  brief,  doing 
such  work  as  the  interests  of  the  lessees  seemed  to  demand.  I  also 
went  twice  to  London,  first  in  1872  and  again  in  1886,  to  attend  the  fur- 
seal  trade  sales  with  a  view  to  becoming  more  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  demands  of  the  sealskin  market.  My  duties  as  such  special 
Treasury  agent  and  superintendent  demanded  and  received  my  atten- 
tion to  every  detail  of  seal  life  and  its  relation  to  commerce.  In  the  exe- 
cution of  these  duties  I  was  constantly  aided  by  able,  intelligent  assist- 
ants and  native  seal  hunters,  whose  daily  observations  and  reports  were 
from  time  to  time  comuninic^ated  to  me. 

Basi^  upon  my  own  observation  and  experience,  and  corroborated 
by  those  of  my  assistants  and  hunters,  I  deduce  the  following  facts  in 
regJ^^^l  to  the  habits  of  the  seals: 

The  Alaska  fur-seals  breed  only  on  the  islands  of  St.  Paul  and  St. 

Ai««k«ii  fiir-noai  ^^^^^^7  ^^  *^*®  Pribilof  group  in  Bering  Sea.  They  have 
bmMU  only  oii'^pribi.  bccu  unsuccessfully  soarchcd  for  at  every  other  point 
u>f  uiantu.  along  the  coast.    In  1872  Captain  Archimandritoff  spent 

the  great^er  part  of  the  summer  in  a  schooner  looking  for  a  reef  or  island 
allege<l  to  lie  to  the  southward  of  Ounalaska.  His  cruise  was  fruit- 
less, not  only  at  this  ])oint,  but  at  several  others  where  he  was  led  by 

some  legendar}'  tjile  or  delusive  dream  to  expect  to  find 
then/eUe^m  '**'  ®^^^  r<H>keries.    Since  that  date  the  coast  has  been  ex- 
plored at  every  i)oint,  and  it  may  be  safely  stated  as  a 
fact  that  no  other  ro  »keriea  exist  on  the  northwest  coast  of  the  North 
American  continent  or  the  islands  adjat^ent  thereto. 
The  seals  are  migratory  and  return,  as  I  believe,  after  migration  to 

the  vicinity  and  i>robably  to  the  ground  or  rookery  on 

jr^tory.  which  they  were  l>orn.    1  have  in  several  cases  seen  a 

certain  seal  with  his  harem  during  a  number  of  consecutive  seasons  in 
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the  same  spot.  Tliey  are  attracted  to  the  islands  in  preference  to  other 
places  by  closely  defined  hereditary  habits  of  migration,  which  take 
them  from  and  to  their  breeding  places  with  constant  regularity,  varied 
only  within  the  limit  of  a  very  few  days  by  meteorological  conditions. 
The  isolation  and  climate  no  doubt  first  induced  their  habitat  upon 
these  islands.  If  there  has  been  any  authentic  observation  of  the 
birth  of  seals  at  other  points  on  the  northwest  coast  of  North  America, 
which  I  very  much  doubt,  the  case  was  anomalous  and  accidental.  No 
doubt  the  young  are  occasionally  aborted,  out  of  season  and  out  of 
place,  and  such  birth  may,  perhaps,  have  been  witnessed,  but  should 
not  form  the  basis  for  any  valuable  deduction  in  locating  the  home  of 
the  animals. 

The  young  seals,  called  "pups,"  are  born  in  June  and  July  upon  the 
grounds  on  these  islands  kno\vn  as  "breeding  rook- 
eries."   They  are  at  birth  very  clumsy  and  helpless,     ^"^'' 
possessing  little  ability  to  move  about  on  land;  and  if  born  in  the 
water,  or  swept  from  the  shore  soon  after  the  birth,  as  I  have  several 
times  witnessed,  by  the  outgoing  surf  of  heavy  seas,  perish  from  in- 
ability to  swim.    At  this  time  they  are  simply  land 
animals,  with  less  aquatic  instinct  and  less  ability  to     ^"^wetoBwim. 
sustain  themselves  in  water  than  newly  hatched  ducklings.    When  the 
pups  are  a  few  days  old  the  mothers  leave  them  (generally  soon  after 
coitus  upon  the  rookeries  with  the  old  male)  to  go  to  the  feeding  grounds, 
returningat  intervals  of  one  to  three  or  four  days  to  suckle  their  young. 
The  pups  do  not  appear  to  recognize  their  o^vn  dams, 
but  the  mother  distinguishes  her  own  offspring  with  b/uT mother!*^  ^°^^ 
unerring  accuracy,  and  allows  no  other  to  draw  her 
milk.    The  pups  remain  upon  the  rookeries  at  or  near  the  place  where 
they  are  born  until  about  five  or  six  weeks  old,  when     p^^^j^ 
they  congregate  in  groups  or  "pods,"  and  about  tlie  ^* 

same  time  begin  to  make  exclusions  down  to,  and,  after  considerable 
hesitation  and  repeated  trials  and  flounderings,  out  into     t      .    *      • 

,  -  ,  ,  li         i_  'J.!  •  /•         J  J.        Learning  to  swim. 

the  water,  where  they  become j  withm  a  few  days,  expert 
swimmers.  From  this  time,  say  about  the  lOth  of  August,  until  the 
latter  part  of  October  or  November,  the  young  seals  remain  alternately 
upon  the  land  and  in  the  water,  as  their  comfort  may  dictate.  They  are 
greatly  influenced  in  this  respect  by  the  weather;  very  ('aim,  pleasant 
days,  as  well  as  particularly  rainy  ones,  inducing  them  to  remain  in 
the  water,  while  during  violent  storms  and  heavy  surf  nearly  all  are 
found  upon  shore.  But  during  this  whole  period,  after  they  have  ac- 
quired the  ability  to  swim,  they  remain  the  major  part  of  the  time  upon 
land.  It  should  be  particularly  noted  that  they  are  not  amphibious 
until  several  weeks  old. 

Early  in  November,  convoyed  by  the  older  seals,  the  pups  leave  the 
island  and  go  to  the  southward,  apparently  moved  there-  ^j.  ^^j^^ion 
to  not  only  by  migratory  instincts,  but  because  tlie  '*'^*  ^^^' 
weather  at  the  islands  at  tliis  time  becomes  unondurably  severe  for  them, 
and  perhaps  for  the  further  reason  that  a  sufficient  food  supply  for  all 
can  not  be  found  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  islands.  But  the  infer- 
ence is  reasonable  that  they  prefer  to  stay  upon  or  near  the  islands  at 
this  time,  from  the  fact  that  aslongas  the  weather  is  comfortable  the  pups 
and  nonbreeding  seals  may  always  be  found  there  in  large  numbers; 
and  even  after  snow  falls,  and  severe  weather  has  been  recorded,  the 
nonbreeding  males,  ui)on  the  recurrence  of  milder     ^        ... 

iv  ^ .  a.    !l       1        1  It  •j.i  '       i^t  Leave  islnnrtB  onlv 

weather,  agani  resort  to  land,  and  have,  withm  the  whenforcotib^weatii- 
timeof  my  connection  witli  thebusiness,  been  repeatedly  ^  ^^  ^"^^  of  food. 
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captured  upon  the  islands  in  considerable  numbers  in  December  and 
January.  Without  the  data  at  hand  from  which  to  absolutely  verify 
uiy  statement,  I  think  I  am  correct  in  saying  that  this  class  of  animals 
remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  islands  throughout  three  of  the  twenty 
years  from  1870  to  1890  and  more  or  less  of  them  were  killed  on  shore 
in  every  month. 

I  believe  all  classes  of  seals  would  remain  constantly  about  the 
islands  if  conditions  of  climate  and  food  supply  were  favorable  to  their 
doing  so.    The  fact  remains,  however,  that  the  great  mass  of  the  pups 

migrate  with  their  elders  down  through  the  passes  be- 

Course o  migra  ion.  ^^,^^  ^^^  islaiids  of  the  Aleutian  Archipelago  into  the 

North  Pacific,  and  are  found  at  any  time  during  the  winter  months 
east  of  longitude  170°  west  and  north  of  latitude  35"^  north.  Toward 
spring  they  appear  in  increasing  numbers  off  the  coasts  of  California, 
Oregon,  and  Washington,  and  as  the  season  advances  still  farther 
north  along  the  British  Columbia  and  Alaska  coasts  in  March  and 
April;  thence  westerly  in  May  and  June  and  July  untQ  they  reappear 
in  Bering  Sea.  The  ccmrse  pursued  by  the  seals  in  their  migration  is, 
to  some  extent,  a  matter  of  conjecture,  and  the  knowledge  upon  which 
evidence  is  given  concerning  it  can  not  of  course  be  based  upon  actual 
jMTSonal  cognizance  by  any  one  man  of  all  the  facts  from  which  the 
coiK^lusion  is  reached ;  but  it  is,  nevertheless,  I  have  no  doubt,  as  ac- 
curately stated  in  this  paragraph  as  is  warranted  by  any  series  of  ob- 
servations. 
The  pups  which  I  have  so  far  followed  in  their  first  migratory  round, 

now  appear  as  "  yearlings."    They  spend  i)erhaps  the 

ings.  greater  portion  of  their  time,  the  secoiid  summer,  in  the 

water,  until  the  latter  part  of  August  and  September,  when  they  come 

upon  the  land,  both  sexes  herding  together  indiscrim- 
inately.   They  are  not  at  this  time,  nor  are  their  elders, 
particularly  timid.    Upon  the  near  approach  of  a  human  form  they 
start  towards  the  water,  but  generally  step  and  look  about  them,  un- 
less closely  followed,  without  any  indicaticm  of  fear,  and  leisurely  proceed 
to  the  beach,  or  again  lie  down  upon  the  sand  or  rocks.    The  same 
demeanor  in  the  wate»r,  when  about  the  islands,  as  they  calmly  float 
upon  the  surface  until  a  boat  is  almost  upon  them  before  they  awaken 
to  any  sense  of  danger,  seems  to  indicate  that  they  feel  at  home  on  and 
about  the  islands. 
They  again  migrate  southward  for  the  second  time,  upon  the  approach 
c      1    i     ♦/       of  cold  weather,  going  a  little  earlier  than  in  the  pre- 

Secourt  migration.  , .  "i       .  i  j  a         j.  a.      ^t 

cedmg  year,  make  the  same  round,  and  return  to  the 
islands  as  "two  year  olds"  in  June  or  July.  Now  the  sexes  separate, 
the  females  going  upon  the  breeding  grounds,  where  they  are  fertilized 
before  the  old  male  leaves  the  island  in  August.    It  has  been  said  that 

copulation  also  takes  place  in  the  water  between  these 
thewater!'^^^*^°°  ^  youug  fcmalcs  and  tlic  so  called  "nonbreeding  males,'* 

but  with  the  closest  scrutiny  of  the  animals  when  both 
sexes  were  swinnning  and  playing  together  under  conditions  the  most 
favorable  in  which  they  are  ever  found  for  observation,  1  have  been 
unable  to  verify  the  truth  of  this  assertion.  After  coitus  on  shore,  the 
young  female  goes  off  to  the  feeding  grounds,  or  renmins  on  or  about 
the  beaches,  disporting  on  the  land  or  in  the  water,  as  her  inclination 
may  lead  her.  The  male  of  the  same  age  goos  upoii  the  "hauling 
irauiin  roumis  grouuds"  buck  of  or  beside  the  rookeries,  where  he  re- 
nggroum «.     j^jj^j^j^  ^]j^,  greater  part  of  the  time,  if  unniolested,  until 

nearly  the  date  of  his  next  migration.    Here  he  has  only  the  native 
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islander's  club  to  fear,  which,  in  the  best  interests  of  commerce,  should 
not  be  used  on  him  until  the  following  year. 

After  the  third  migration  the  female  returns  to  the  breeding  grounds 
to  be  delivered  of  her  first  pup,  and  the  male  comes 
again  to  the  hauling  grounds,  but,  as  a  whole,  consid-  bTrt^fi^*pup.**^ 
erably  earlier  than  he  did  when  2  years  old.  Here  he 
remains  pretty  constantly,  if  he  escapes  tlie  club,  until  the  beginning 
of  the  rutting  season,  when  his  instincts  lead  him  to  stay  much  of  thS 
time  in  the  water  adjacent  to  the  breeding  grounds  through  which  the 
females  are  i>assing  from  and  to  the  rookeries,  or  when  allowed  by  the 
older  non-breeders,  to  coquette  with  the  females  upon  the  beach  stones 
awash  at  the  edge  of  the  water. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  migrations  are  about  the  same  as  the  third. 
The  female  has  already  become  a  yearly  producer  of  a 
single  offspring,  and  the  non-producing  male  is,  in  each  m^aJSL  *°  *  *'*** 
of  the  fourth  and  fifth  years  respectively,  contributing 
a  decreasing  number  of  skins  for  market,  and  gaining  size  and  strength 
to  enable  him,  when  6  or  7  years  old,  to  usurp  the  authority  and  juris- 
diction of  some  old  male  whose  days  of  usefulness  are  numbered.  This 
change  is  not  effected  without  sanguinary  conflicts. 

The  food  of  the  fur-seal  I  believe  to  consist  mainly  of  fish,  and  prob- 
ably chiefly,  while  in  Bering  Sea,  at  least,  of  codfish,  ^ 
the  partially  digested  vertebrae  of  this  species  having       ^  ' 
been  found  in  the  stomachs  of  slaughtered  animals  more  frequently 
than  any  other  food.    S(iuid  and  crustaceans  have  also  been  found  in 
some  instances,  but  the  supply  of  these  is  comparatively  limited,  while 
it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  waters  of  Bering  Sea  at  nearly  all 
points,   and  particularly  in  that  zone,  fi*om  20  to  60  miles  south  of 
the  Pribilof  group  abound  in  cod.    The  prosnmi>tion  is  well  grounded 
that  the  old  male,  at  least,  makes  good  use  of  his  oppor-     ^  ii«  f  ed- 
tunity  in  the  off  season,  for  he  leaves  the  islands  in       "     *^   ^^' 
August,  after  an  absolute  fast  of  three  to  four  months,  very  lank  and 
lean,  and  again  takes  his  place  upon  the  breeding  grounds  in  April  or 
May  well  rounded  out  with  a  thick  envelope  of  blubber. 

In  regard  to  the  nmterial  facts  here  recited,  there  is,  as  far  as  I  am 
aware,  no  controversy.  All  who  have  studied  the  matter  with  any  care, 
and  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  consideration,  including  many  whose 
testimony  ha^  not  been  and  can  not  now  be  recorded,  agree  to  all  the 
substantial  facts  as  I  have  herein  written  them. 

n.  H.  MclNTYBB. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  31st  day  of  March,  1892. 
[SEAL.]  Sevellon  A.  Brown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  District  of  Columbiay  U.  IS.  A. 


Depositian  of  H.  II,  Mclntyrc,  Treasury  af/entj  and  superintendent  for 

the  lessees  of  the  Pribilof  Islands, 

rookeries  on  priuilof  islands. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Wa^thingtoHj  ss  : 

H.  H.  Mclntyre,  of  Ruiulolph,  Oranpre  County,  Vt.^  on  being  duly 
8worn,  deposes  and  says,  C4»ncernin«»:  tlie  fur  seals  ot     jj^perfence. 
Alaska  and  matters  relative  thereto,  as  follows :  I  am 
a  native  of  Vermont,  48  years  old,  couwuia^vou^t  \\o\wN«t\s\arB\.  \ftN>^^ 
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World's  Columbian  Exposition  of  1893,  etc.  In  the  years  ISQS  and 
1869  I  was  special  Unified  States  Treasury  agent,  assigned  to  duty  in 
Alaska,  and  from  1870  to  1889,  inclusive,  superintendent  of  the  seal 
fisheries  of  Alaska  for  the  lessees. 

As  superintendent  of  the  seal  fisheries  I  visited  the  seal  islands 
twice  in  the  summer  of  1870,  remained  constantly  thereon  from  April, 
1871,  until  September,  1872,  and  thereafter  went  to  the  islands  every 
summer  from  1873  until  1889,  inclusive,  excepting  1883,  1884,  and  1886. 
I  usually  remained  on  the  islands  about  four  months,  from  May  until 
August,  in  each  season,  supei^vising  the  annual  seal  catch,  examining 
the  conditions  of  seal  life,  studying  the  habits  of  the  seals,  and,  in 
brief,  doing  such  work  as  the  interests  of  the  lessees  seemed  to  demand. 

That  while  located  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  I  was  the  greater  part  of 
that  i)eriod  upon  the  island  of  St.  Paul;  that  during  the  twenty-one 
years  upon  the  islands  I  examined  at  frequent  intervals  of  time  the 
brooding  rookeries  on  said  island  of  St.  Paul,  and  now  recollect  the 
condition  of  said  rookeries  and  the  approximate  area  which  each  of 
them  covered  at  different  times  during  my  exi)erionce  on  said  islands; 

Hna  indicated  h  ^^^^  ^  havc  indicated  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  the 
lines  ou  c"har?«  limits  grouuds  covcrod  by  Said  rookeries  in  the  year  1870  by 
otroukerieainmoaiid  ^  pcd  line,  and  the  grounds  so  covered  in  the  year  1882 

by  a  blue  line,  on  the  exhibits  signed  by  me  and  marked 
exhibits  A,B,  C,  D,E,  F,  and  G.  That  the  grounds  indicated  by  said 
lines  are  practically  correct  and  represent  approximately  the  areas  cov- 
ered by  breeding  seals  on  said  rookeries  in  said  yeai'S  of  1870  and  1882. 

I  further  depose  and  say  I  have  examined  the  charts  of  said  St.  Paul 

Island,  made,  as  I  am  informed  and  believe,  by  J. 
hjYiZilyBr'^^''.  Stanley  Brown;  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  the 

spaces  represented  on  said  charts,  as  grounds  over 
which  the  bachelor  seals  have  hauled  at  various  times  during  my  ex- 
perience, are  practically  correct. 

H.  H.  McIntybb. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  31st  day  of  March,  1892. 
[seal.]  Sevellon  A.  Brown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  District  of  Columbia^  U,  IS.  A, 


Deposition  of  11.  R.  McTntyrCj  Treasury  agentj  and  superintendent  for  the 

kssees  of  Pribilof  Islands. 

management  and  pelagic  sealing. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington^  ss : 

H.  H.  Mclntyre,  of  Randolph,  Orange  County,  Vt.,  on  being  duly 
Ex   rienco  swom,  dcposcs  aiul  says,  concerning  the  fur-seals  ol 

.xpenenco.  Alaska  and  matters  relative  thereto,  as  follows:  I  am 

a  native  of  Vermont,  48  years  old,  commissioner  from  Vermont  to  the 
World's  Columbian  Expositicm  of  1893,  etc.  In  the  years  18G8  and 
18r»9  I  was  special  United  States  Treasury  agent  assigned  to  duty  in 
Alaska,  and  from  1870  to  1889,  inclusive,  superintendent  of  the  seal 
fisheries  of  Alaska  for  the  lessees. 

As  superintendent  of  the  seal  fisheries  I  visited  the  seal  islands  twice 
in  the  summer  of  1870,  remained  constantly  thereon  from  April,  1871, 
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until  September,  1872,  and  thereafter  went  to  the  islands  every  summer 
from  1873  until  1889,  inclusive,  excepting  1883, 1884,  and  1885.  I  usually 
remained  on  the  islands  about  four  months,  from  May  until  August,  in 
each  season,  supervising  the  annual  seal  catch,  examining  the  con- 
ditions of  seal  life,  studying  the  habits  of  the  seals,  and,  in  brief,  doing 
such  work  as  the  interests  of  the  lessees  seemed  to  demand. 

That  from  the  year  1870  there  was  an  expansion  of  the  areas  of  the 
breeding  grounds  and  that  in  the  year  1882  they  were  as  ij^craase  of  breed- 
large  as  at  any  time  during  my  acquaintance  with  ing  ^ound  from  isvi 
them;  that  during  the  three  years  following  1882,  ^^*^' 
namely,  1883, 1884,  and  1885, 1  was  not  upon  the  islands;  -that  upon  my 
return  to  said  islands  in  1886  I  noticed  a  slight  shrinkage  in  the  breed- 
ing areas,  but  am  unable  to  indicate  the  year  of  the 
period  of  my  absence  in  which  the  decrease  of  breeding  ^^^^^  ■  «®  issa. 
seals  began;  that  from  the  year  1886  to  1889,  inclusive,  my  observation 
was  continuous  and  that  there  was  a  greater  decrease  of  the  seals  for 
each  succeeding  year  of  that  period,  in  a  cumulative  ratio,  proportionate 
to  the  number  of  seals  killed  by  pelagic  sealers. 

That  during  the  twenty  years  I  was  upon  said  Pribilof  Islands,  as 
general  agent  of  said  Alaska  Commercial  Company  there  were  reserved 
upon  the  breeding  rookeries  upon  said  islands  sufficient  vigorous  bulls 
to  serve  the  number  of  females  upon  said  rookeries;  that  while  I  was 
located  upon  said  islands  there  was  at  all  times  a  greater  number  of 
adult  male  seals  than  was  necessary  to  fertilize  the  females  who  hauled 
upon  said  rookeries  and  that  there  was  no  time  when 
there  were  not  vigorous  bulls  on  the  rookeries  who       oacarcityofbuUa. 

were  unable  to  obtain  female  consorts. 

So  well  was  this  necessity  for  reserving  sufficient  mature  male  life 
recognized  that  when  in  1887,  1888,  and  1889  the  depleted  rookeries 
(depleted  from  causes  that  will  be  explained  further  on)  would  not  fiir- 
nisli  the  quota  of  100,000  large  skins,  two  and  three  years  old  male 
seals  were  taken  to  make  up  the  quota  in  preference  to  trenching  upon 
this  reserve  of  maturer  male  life. 

That  during  my  experience  I  have  watched  carefully  the  driving  of 
the  bachelors  from  the  hauling  grounds  to  the  killing      ^^^^^.^ 
grounds ;  that  there  has  never  been  any  variation  in  the        '  ^*°^* 
methods  of  driving;  that  the  prevention  of  injury  to  the  seals  from 
driving  was  kept  constantly  in  mind  and  the  greatest  care  exercised 
that  no  such  injury  occurred;  that  the  number  of  sealskilled  by  overdriv- 
ing or  by  smothering  was  very  inconsiderable  at  all  times,  and  that  said 
seals  so  killed  could  not  make  any  api)reciable  difference  in  the  num- 
bers of  seals  who  breed  and  haul  upon, the  said  islands;  that  up  to  1882 
there  was  no  difficulty  in  procuring  the  required  num-     ^^  dimcuit  •  in 
ber  of  kiUable  seals;  that  the  killing  of  bachelors  upon  cimugquotoofsffis 
remote  rookeries  such  as  Zapadnie  was  not  from  neces-  "ptoi882. 
sity  but  at  the  request  of  the  Government  agents,  in  order  that  the 
number  taken  from  each  hauling  ground  might  be  equalized;  that  this 
did  not  involve  driving  long  distances,  for  a  salt  house  was  established 
at  Zapadnie,  and  the  skins  bnmght  away  in  boats ;  that 
aft^r  the  year  1875  the  lessees  of  said  islands  supplied  indTCg^nd'"^mng! 
carts  for  the  transportation  of  skins  from  the  killing 
grounds  to  the  salt  houses  and  storehouses;  that  because  of  the  facility 
for  carrying  the  skins,  killing  grounds  were  established  at  points  much 
nearer  the  hauUng  grounds  than  ever  before,  and  from  that  date  the 
seals  were  driven  much  shorter  distances  to  the  killing  grounds;  that 
skins  were  so  transported  from  Polavina  or  Halfway  Point,  on  St. 
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Paul,  and  from  Zapaclnie,  on  St.  ^George,  upon  the  backs  of  donkeys; 
that  there  were  no  destriKitive  n^eneies  at  work  upon  the  island  that 
would  not  have  left  the  rookeries  in  better  condition  in  1890  than  they 
were  in  1870;  that  nntil  the  effects  of  the  true  agent  of  destruction 
began  to  be  manifest  there  was  an  excess  of  male  life  on  the  islands 
sufficient  to  permit  of  an  annual  catch  of  100,000  seals  for  an  indefinite 
period  without  jeopardizing  tlie  rookeries;  that  if  it  be  remembered 
that  the  seals  taken  in  the  water  by  hunters  are  chiefly  females,  that 
their  young  die  with  them  and  that  all  of  those  killed  are  not  secured, 
and  if  then  an  examination  be  made  of  the  pelagic  skins  actually  sold 
during  the  past  twenty  years  the  real  source  of  the  depletion  of  the 

rookeries  will  be  found;  that  in  my  judgment  such  de- 
^nwi^rffrir^r®*^  ^^  I)letion  was  caused  by  pelagic  sealing,  and  that  it  grew 

gTcater  from  year  to  year  as  the  number  of  so-called 
poaching  schooners  increased;  and  that  its  effects  began  to  manifest 
themselves  about  1885  or  188G;  that  the  depletion  on  both   hauling 

and  breeding  grounds  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
cXff^mJe^^heml  ^^^^  catcli  of  Said  pclagic  sealers  consists  of  at  least  85 
jority  yregiiaut  or  per  ccut  COWS;  that  Said  cows  w^hen  taken  in  the  North 
nursing.  Pacific  are  in  the  majority  of  cases  with  pups,  and  in 

Bering  Sea  are  so-called  milking  females;  tliat  whenever  a  milking 
cow  is  killed,  her  pup  on  the  rookeries  dies  of  starvation.    In  sup- 
^  ^  port  of  this  fact  last  stated,  the  number  of  dead  pups 

^"^**  during  the  last  four  years  I  was  upon  the  islands  in- 

creased  annually;  that  the  effects  of  the  comi)aratively 

few  raids  upon  the  rookeries  themselves,  while  injuri- 
ous, bear  but  a  small  ratio  to  the  enormous  damage  done  by  the  pelagic 
hunting. 
That  those  in  charge  of  said  islands  did  not  when  said  decrease  on 

said  rookeries  commenced  know  conclusively  the  cause 
te?tiono"f  rookerielT    tlicrcof;  that  uiy  opiiiioii  thcu  Avas  that  it  wjus  caused 

by  pelagic  sealing,  but  had  been  informed  and  believed 
that  the  United  States  Government  intended  to  seize  all  such  poaching 
vessels;  that  relying  upon  such  information  I  authorized  the  taking  of 
seals  as  before;  that  such  protection  of  seal  life  was  not  fully  carried  out 
in  Bering  Sea  and  the  Xorth  Pacific  by  reason  of  England's  interference, 
and  that  the  rookeries  were  thus  depleted. 
I  am  fully  convinced  from  my  knowledge  of  seal  matters  that  if  this 
TT      *_.  ^  ^    1       indiscriminate  and  reckless  destruction  of  the  Pribilof 
icsoaiing  will  destroy  Seal  licrd  contiuucs  as  it  luis  (lone  m  the  past  six  vears 
the  AiaslLa  herd.        jjj  Bering  Sea  and  the  North  Pacific,  the  seals  will  bo 
practically  exterminated  in  a  very  few  years,  even  if  the  United  States 
Government  should  not  allow  any  seals  to  be  taken  on  the  Pribilof 
Islands,  for  the  destruction  of  females  in  the  water  h.as  reached  a  num- 
ber that  can  not  be  met  by  the  annual  increase. 
In  my  judgment  the  seals  should  be  protected  in  Bering  Sea  and  the 

North  Pacific,  and  that  pelajjic  sealing  should  be  en- 
^^tection  neoe.-  ^^^.^ly  prohibited  iu  the  said  waters.     A  zone  of  30 

miles  about  the  seal  islands  within  which  seal  hunt- 
ing would  be  prohibited  would  be  valueless  in  lueserving  seal  life; 

first,  because  Bering  Sea  during  the  time  the  seals  are 
vtLS^B.^^  ^  ™*^^  there  is  almost  constiintly  enveloped  in  fogs  and  mist, 

under  cover  of  which  marauding  vessels  could  run  in 
very  near  to  the  islands  without  being  observed,  if  allow^ecl  to  come  as 
near  as  30  miles  thereto;  second,  because  for  over  30  miles  from  said 
islands  great  quantities  of  seals  are  found  coming  from  and  going  to  the 
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islands  from  the  feeding  grounds;  and  further,  because  seals  found  in 
the  waters  for  60  to  100  miles  about  said  islands  are  much  bolder  and 
easy  of  approach  that  in  the  open  sea,  through  the  proximity  of  their 
island  home. 

Therefore,  in  my  judgment  such  a  30-mile  zone  would  be  of  praiiti- 
cally  no  use  as  a  means  of  protection  to  seal  life,  because  of  the  impossi- 
bility to  enforce  such  a  law,  and  because  of  its  inefficiency  if  enforced. 

(Interlineations  herein  in  my  handwriting  were  made  before  sign- 
ing.) 

H.  H.  McIntyre. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  April,  1892. 
[l.  s.]  Sevellon  a.  Brown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  District  of  Columbia^  U.  S,  A. 


Deposition  of  H.  R.  McIntyre,  Treasury  agent,  and  superintendent  for 

the  lessees  of  the  Frilnlof  Islands, 

management  and  pelagio  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  county  of  San  Francisco j  ss : 

Concerning  the  seal  fisheries  of  Alaska  H.  H.  McIntyre,  of  West  Ran- 
dolph, Vt.,  deposes  and  says,  on  oath :  My  first  knowledge  of  the  fur-seals 
of  Alaska  was  obtained  when  I  went  to  that  Territory  in  1868,  as  special 

Treasury  agent,  underinstructions  from  thehonorable  Secretary,  to  report 
what  action  was  necessary  to  be  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  preserving  the  seal  rookeries  and  securing  a  Experience. 
revenue  therefrom;  I  arrived  in  Sitka  in  November,  1808;  remained 
there  a  few  days  and  went  thence  to  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  touch- 
ing at  all  principal  points  between  Sitka  and  Victoria,  spending  the 
entire  winter  of  1868  and  1869  among  the  Indians  and  fur  traders, 
learning  their  traditions  and  customs,  and  noting  their  catches  of  furs 
and  manner  of  doing  business.  It  came  to  my  knowledge  at  that  time 
that  a  considerable  number  of  fur-seals  were  being  killed  by  the  In- 
dians, mostly  by  the  use  of  spears,  in  the  waters  adjacent  to  Van- 
couver's and  Queen  Charlotte's  islands.  The  total 
catch  obtained  in  this  way  amounted  at  this  time,  as  I  diSrprior*to  im^' 
was  told  by  the  late  United  States  consul,  Francis,  to 
3,000  to  5,000  skins  per  annum.  The  consul  further  said  that  the  catch 
was  chiefly  females,  many  of  which  were  pregnant.  The  Indians  hunted 
from  dugout  canoes,  and  could  not  go  far  from  land.  In  the  spring  of 
1869  I  joined  the  United  States  revenue  steamer  Lincoln,  and  made  the 
summer's  cruise  in  her  of  about  four  months,  touching  at  many  points 
along  the  Alaska  coast  between  Sitka  and  the  most  westerly  island  of 
the  Aleutian  Archipelago,  visiting  the  Pribilof  group  twice  during  the 
season. 

The  habits  of  the  seals  and  manner  of  driving  and  killing  them 
during  Russian  occupation  of  the  islands,  and  in  1868,  after  the  trans- 
fer of  Alaska  to  the  United  States,  were  as  carefully  inquired  into  as 
the  limited  time  and  opportunity  would  admit,  and  repo;-ted  to  the 
Treasury  Department  under  date  of  November  30,  1869  (House  Ex. 
Doc.  36,  Forty-first  Congress,  second  sesssion).  Tliis  Affiant's  re  ort  to 
report,  together  with  that  of  Special  Agent  Charles  Treasnry^o^n^ which 
Bryant,  formed  the  basis  of  subsequent  legislation  ^^gj^b^^.  ^^'*  ^^* 
providing  for  the  leasing  of  the  right  to  kill  100,000 
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seals  annnally  for  their  skins.  Tlie  report  was,  in  the  absence  of  more 
reliable  information,  largely  based  npon  the  traditions  and  opinions  of 
the  natives  and  traders,  to  whom  tlie  management  of  the  sealeries  was 
intrusted  by  the  Itussian  Fur  Company,  and  was  afterwards  found  to  be 
erroneous  in  many  particulars.  Upon  the  main  point,  however,  that 
of  fixing  100,000  seals  as  the  proper  number  to  be  killed  annuallyy  we 
have  shown  by  the  experience  of  many  years  to  have  been  correct. 
L  saeea'  uota  of  ^'^^®  nuuiber  was  casily  secured  every  year  from  1871 
skinrtSiiiy  "talceii  to  1885,  and  at  the  same  time  a  constant  increase  of 
from  1871  to  1886.        ^^^q  g^. J  lookeries  was  observed.    I  am  satisfied  that 

with  good  management  upon  the  islands,  and  the  cessation  of  pelagic 
sealing,  this  number  could  have  been,  secured  annually  up  to  this 
time,   and  for  an  indefinite  future.    The  total  number  of  seals  was 

stated  in  that  report  to  be  "not  less  than  4,000,000 
uiSonT*^  "^*^  ^^  upon  the  two  islands."    I  am  satisfied  that  this  esti- 

mate  was  too  high,  and  that  the  more  recent  estimates 
published  in  the  reports  of  oflBcers  of  the  Treasury  Department  who 
have  been  at  different  times  stationed  upon  the  islands,  or  detailed  to 
report  upon  the  sealeries,  have  been  still  more  erroneous  than  my  own. 
My  figures  were  made  witlumt  any  attempt  at  mathematical  computa- 
tion, and  were  mere  guesses  at  the  possible  number  of  seals  upon  the 
difi'erent  rookeries. 

My  successors  have  attempted  to  measure  the  ground  occupied  by 
the  seals,  and  by  multiplying  the  number  upon  a  given  area  as  ascer- 
tained by  count,  by  the  whole  area  of  the  rookeries,  to  arrive  at  an 
approximation  to  the  total  number.  They  added  to  theur  computation 
a  large  percentage  to  cover  the  number  supposed  to  be  in  the  water  at 
the  time,  but  did  not  subtract  for  the  inaccessible  portions  of  the 
grounds,  vast  tracts  of  which  are  covered  with  bowlders  and  lava  rocks, 

where  no  seals  could  lie,  or  skirted  with  acclivities  they 
mSi?gpo%iatio]S*'^'  could  uot  asccud.    That  is,  the  estimates  were  made 

from  measurements  necessarily  taken  after  the  seals 
had  left  the  rookeries,  and  sometimes  weeks  or  months  afterward,  with 
only  the  recolle(ition  of  the  ground  they  had  formerly  occupied  to  guide 
the  observer.  Many  sections  were  included  which  had  been  but  thinly 
populated,  if  at  all.  An  attempt  to  secure  even  an  approximative 
census  of  seals  may  well  be  regarded  with  suspicion.  Yet  their  habits 
are  so  well  defined  and  unvarying  that  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  determine 
But  eaHv  to  deter-  Whether  tlicy  iucrcasc  or  decrease  from  year  to  year, 
mine  an  iucreaso  or  bccausc  they  ulways  occupy  the  samc  portions  of  cer- 
d« « rease.  ^-^^  bcachcs,  aud  siiuply  expand  or  contract  the  bound- 

aries of  the  rookeries  as  they  become  more  or  less  numerous.  I  re- 
turned to  Washington,  D.  C,  in  November,  1860,  and  was  placed  in 
charge  of  work  during  the  foHowing  winter  and  spring  pertaining  to 
Alaska  and  the  sealeries,  in  the  ollice  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
In  June,  18G9,  I  accepted  the  position  of  general  agent  of  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company,  and  in  the  following  August,  when  the  lease  of 
the  right  to  take  seals  was  executed,  I  became  superintendent  of  seal 
fisheries  for  the  lessees,  and  remained  in  this  position  until  the  spring 
of  1800.  In  this  capacity  I  visited  the  Pribilof  Islands,  and  remained 
there  every  sealing  season  except  those  of  1883,  1884,  and  1885,  and 
Drivin  andkiUin  ^'^^  there  also  during  the  winter  of  1871-'72.  In  kiU- 
V  gan  iDg.  .^^^  seals  for  their  skins,  the  methods  employed  by  the 
Eussian  Fur  Company,  prior  to  American  occupation,  were  closely  fol- 
lowed, except  that  many  innovations  and  improvements  were  instituted 
and  adopted  after  the  first  year  of  the  lease.    The  work  was  chiefly 
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done  by  the  natives,  each  gang  of  workmen  being  headed,  as  under 
Russian  custom,  by  a  native  chief.  All  thoroughly  understood  the 
work,  having  been  bred  to  it  from  boyhood.  Great  care  was  always 
exercised  in  approaching  the  sealing  grounds  to  disturb  them  as  little 
as  possible.  On  some  occasions  a  considerable  number  of  bulls,  nearly 
large  enough  for  rookery  service,  and  rarely  a  barren  cow,  were  un- 
avoidably gathered  up  from  the  beach  and  started  inland  with  the 
herd.  The  greater  part  of  these,  at  first  opportunity,  were  segregated 
from  the  drove  and  sent  ba<;k  to  the  water.  The  drove  was  frequently 
allowed  to  rest,  and  whenever  practicable  driven  through  some  of  the 
numerous  ponds,  or  across  marshes,  to  keep  them  cool.  Generally  the 
loss  of  life  from  the  "drive"  wa«  very  small,  amounting,  after  the  first 
two  or  three  years,  to  only  a  fraction  of  1  per  cent  of  the  number 
killed.  And  nearly  all  thaf  perished  on  the  road  were  skinned,  and  the 
pelts  counted  in  our  annual  quota.  Upon  reaching  the  killing  ground 
the  herd  was,  in  dry  weather,  placed  upon  moist  ground  and  allowed 
to  cool  off. 

When  killing,  if  the  herd  collected  upon  the  slaughter  grounds  was 
of  considerable  size,  a  portion  of  it  was  segregated  and  taken  to  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  workmen,  the  remainder  being  left  at  rest. 
This  portion  wasagain  subdivided  into  "pods"  of  twenty-five  to  seventy- 
five  animals  and  driven  directly  to  the  killing  gang,  generally  compris- 
ing six  or  seven  men,  who  with  a  single  blow  knocked  senseless  such 
seals  as  they  were  directed  by  the  "boss"  to  kill,  and  the  remaining 
ones  were  driven  aside  and  allowed  to  find  their  way  back  to  the  water 
at  will,  which  they  usualy  did  shortly  after  being  set 
at  hberty.     Of  course  many  of  these  were  redriven,  and     Bedriving. 
some  of  them  several  times  during  the  season,  but  I 
believe  no  injury  resulted  to  them  from  this  process.    They  were  sub- 
jected upon  the  drive  to  no  greater  exertion,  and  rarely  to  more  cruel 
treatment  in  any  way  than  we  habitually  put  upon  our  domestic  animals. 
The  only  noticeable  effect  upon  them  resulting  from  the  "  drive"  was 
sometimes  abraded  hind  flippers,  and  of  course  the  signs  of  healthy 
fatigue  naturally  following  continued  exertion,  from  which  they  quickly 
recovered.    The  loss  of  vii^ility  and  destruction  of  reproductive  power 
in  the  older  males  by  reason  of  repeated  driving  and 
other  hardships  to  which  the  young  animals  are  sub-  imJaSby r^?iviSg! 
jected  upon  the  islands,  exists,  if  at  all,  only  in  the 
imagination  of  theorists  who  have  reported  upon  the  subject.    It  is 
arrant  nonsense.    Impotent  males  are  never  seen  there  in  any  species 
until  they  have  become  so  by  old  age.    Female  seals  were  very  rarely 
included  in  the  driven  herd,  and  never  killed  except  by  accident. 

In  1871,  for  want  of  trained  assistants  the  majority  of  the  seals  were 
killed  under  the  supervision  of  native  chiefs.  We  had  no  teams,  and 
were  poorly  supplied  with  boats  and  other  facilities  for  transporting  the 
skins  and  doing  the  work.  Salt  houses  were  inconveniently  located, 
and  the  business  was  transjicted  in  a  crude  way,  under  great  disad- 
vantages. The  skins  and  all  other  material  upon  the  islands  requiring 
to  be  moved  were  carried  upon  the  ba(5ks  of  men,  a  wearisome  and  dis- 
agreeable task  after  a  day's  work  on  the  killing  grounds.  The  results 
were  unsatisfactory.  The  catch  obtained  under  the  direction  of  the 
chiefs  comprised  mainly  small,  light  skins,  because  such  could  be  easiest 
secured  and  transported.  The  work  progressed  slowly,  as  it  had  always 
formerly  done  under  Kussian  direction.  Less  than  two-thirds  of  the 
quota  of  skins  were  obtained  in  June  and  July.  During  August  we 
were  prohibited  by  law  at  that  time  from  killing  seals.    Work  was 
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ble  to  visit  the  islands  in  1883, 1884,  and  1885.  I  left  the  rookeries  in 
1882  in  their  fullest  and  best  condition,  and  found  them  in  1886  already 
showing  slight  falling  off,  and  experienced  that  year  for  the  first  time 
some  difficulty  in  securing  just  the  class  of  animals  in  every  case  that 
we  desired.  We,  however,  obtained  the  full  catch  in  that  and  the  two 
following  years,  finishing  the  work  from  the  24th  to  the  27th  of  July 
but  were  obliged,  partici2arly  in  1888,  to  content  ourselves  with  smaller 
skins  than  we  had  heretofore  taken.  This  was  in  part  due  to  the  neces- 
sity of  turning  back  to  the  rookeries  many  half-grown  bulls,  owing  to 
the  notable  scarcity  of  breeding  males.  I  should  have  been  glad  to 
have  ordered  them  killed  instead,  but  under  your  instructions  to  see 
that  the  best  interests  of  the  rookeries  were  conserved,  thought  best  to 
reject  them.  The  result  of  killing  from  year  to  year  a  large  and  increas- 
ing number  of  small  animals  is  very  apparent.  We  are  simply  draw- 
ing in  advance  upon  the  stock  that  should  be  kept  over  for  another 
year's  growth.'' 

In  the  process  of  securing  the  annual  catch  of  seals  for  their  skins, 
the  breeding  animals  were  very  little  disturbed.  No  Disturbance  ot  the 
one  was  allowed  to  molest  them;  dogs  were  banished  rookerioa. 
from  the  islands.  The  use  of  firearms  was  forbidden.  The  rendering 
of  oil  from  seal-blubber  was  stopped  after  the  second  year's  trial,  be- 
cause the  smoke  and  odor  seemed  to  disturb  the  rookeries  near  the  works, 
and  every  precaution  was  adopted  which  good  husbandry  could  sug- 
gest for  the  perpetuation  of  the  industry.  The  seals  were  apparently 
subject  to  no  diseases;  the  pups  were  always  fat  and  healthy,  and  dead 
ones  very  rarely  seen  on  or  about  the  rookeries  prior  to  1884.  Upon 
my  return  to  the  islands  in  1886, 1  was  told  by  my  as-  ^^^^ 
sistants  and  the  natives  that  a  very  large  number  of  ^"^** 

pups  had  perished  the  preceding  season,  a  part  of  them  dying  upon  the 
islands,  and  others  being  washed  ashore,  all  seeming  to  have  starved  to 
death.  The  same  thing  occurred  in  1880,  and  in  each  of  the  following 
years  to  and  including  1889.  Even  before  I  left  the  islands  in  August, 
1886,  1887,  and  1888,  I  saw  hundreds  of  half-starved,  bleating,  ema- 
ciated pups,  wandering  aimlessly  about  in  searcjh  of  their  dams,  and 
presenting  a  most  pitiable  appearance.  For  if  the  mother  seals  are 
destroyed,  their  young  can  not  but  perish ;  no  other  dam  will  suckle 
them;  nor  can  they  subsist  until  at  least  three  or  four  mouths  old  with- 
out the  mother's  milk.  The  loss  of  this  vast  number  of  pups,  amount- 
ing to  many  thousands,  we  could  attribute  to  no  other  cause  than  the 
death  of  the  mother  at  the  hands  of  pelagic  seal  hunters. 

Between  1874  and  1883  predatory  vessels  occasionally  appeared  in 
Bering  Sea,  among  them  the  Cygnet  in  1874  and  the 
San  Diego  in  1876,  but  the  whole  number  of  seals  de-     i*oachera. 
stroyed  by  such  vessels  was  small,  and  had  no  appre-     Cyffnet,  1874. 
ciable  effect  upon  the  rookeries;  in  1884  about  4,000     san Diego,\'^%. 
skins  were  taken  in  Bering  Sea  by  three  vessels,  and 
starved  pups  were  noticed  upon  the  islands  that  year  for  the  first  time. 
In  1885  about  10,000  skins  were  taken  in  this  sea,  and 
the  dead  pups  upon  the  rookeries  became  so  numer-  of^Sr^upa  °alid^ 
ous  as  to  evoke  comment  from  the  natives  and  others  poachers. 
upon  the  islands.    From  1885  to  the  present  time  the 
fleet  of  predatory  vessels  has  constantly  increased  in  proportion  as 
the  seal  herd  has  decreased.    From  1869  to  1882  the  seal  rookeries 
largely  increased.      I  know  this  from  accurate  personal  observation, 
and  reported  relative  to  it  to  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company  July  16,  1889,  as  follows:    ''The  breeding  ios^f^^SmlsoStoTsSS." 
rookeries  from  the  beginning  of  the  lease  until  188J 
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"or  1883  were,  I  believe,  constantly  increasing  in  area  and  popnlation^ 
and  my  observations  in  this  direction  arc  in  accordance  with  those 
of  Mr.  Morgan,  Mr.  Webster,  and  others  wlio  have  been  with  me  lor 
many  years  in  your  service,  and  of  Special  Treasury  Agent  J.  M.  Mor- 
ton, who  was  on  the  islands  from  1870  to  1880.  Even  as  late  as  1885 
Special  Treasury  Agent  Tingle  reported  a  fiirtlier  increase  of  breeding 
seals;  but  his  estimates  were  made  in  comparison  with  those  of  Prof. 
H.  W.  Elliott  of  1872  and  1873,  and  he  was  probably  not  fully  aware  of 
the  fact  that  the  increase  had  occurred  prior  to  1883,  and  that  in  1885 
there  was  already  perliaps  a  slight  diminution  of  brccxlers." 

A  very  noticeable  decrease  in  the  herd  commenced,  as  I  have  already 

pointed  out,  in  188G,  and  Wius  coincident  in  time  and 
aiid1i^^**of^)oii^  proportionate  in  extent  with  the  number  of  seals  dc- 
ffioBoaiing.  stroycd  iu  the  water.    The  business  of  pelagic  sealing 

in  Bering  Sea  first  assumed  considerable  proportions 
in  1884,  and  in  that  year  dead  pup  seals  first  became  numerous  enough 
upon  the  rookeries  to  excit<3  remark  upon  the  islands.  As  the  sealing 
fleet  increased,  the  starved  animals  became  more  numerous.  In  1887 
fourteen  vessels  were  seized  for  illegal  sealing,  and  the  effect  was  seen 
in  the  following  year  when  a  much  less  number  engaged  in  the  business 
and  the  Bering  Sea  cat(*h  amounted,  as  I  am  informed,  to  about  34,000 
skins,  against  about  19,000  or  20,000  in  1888.  The  failure  of  the  United 
Stiites  Grovernment  to  vigorously  pursue  in  1888  and  the  following 
years  the  repressive  policy  so  auspiciously  begun  in  1887,  led  to  a  large 
increase  of  the  sealing  licet  and  corresponding  destruction  of  the  herd, 
but  the  prohibition  of  pelagic  sealing  nevertheless  continued,  and  the 
usual  proclamation  was  published  by  the  Government  warning  all 
parties  not  to  kill  seals  in  J3ering  Sea  or  waters  adjacent  to  the  Alaskan 
coast. 

The  policy  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  during  the  whole 

Poiic '  of  the  \ia8-  P^™^^  ^^  ^^^  Icasc,  was,  as  might  be  naturally  expected, 
ka  commoroiai  Com-  to  obtaiii  tlic  bcst  possiblc  skius  for  market,  and  at 
P*"y*  the  same  time  preserve  the  rookeries  against  injury, 

for  it  was  not  only  in  their  interests  to  be  able  to  secure  every  year, 
until  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  the  full  quota  allowed  by  law,  but 
they  confidently  expected,  by  reason  of  their  good  management  of  the 
business,  and  faithful  fulfiliment  of  every  obligation  to  the  Govern- 
ment, to  obtain  the  franchise  for  a  second  term.  I  was,  therefore, 
always  alert  to  see  that  thu  due  proportion  of  breeding  males  of  serv- 
iceable age  was  allowed  to  return  to  the  rookeries.  This  was  a  com- 
paratively easy  task  prior  to  1882.  but  became  from  year  to  year  more 
difficult  as  the  seals  decreased.  Ko  very  explicit  orders  Avere  given  to 
the  "bosses"  upon  this  point  until  1888,  because  the  bulls  seemed  to 
be  plentiful  enough,  and  because  it  was  easier  to  kill  and  skin  a  small 
seal  than  a  large  one,  and  the  natives  were  inclined  for  this  reason  to 

c      u      /  K     1    allow  the  large  ones  to  escape;  but  in  1888  and  1889 

b<arcity   of  breed-     ..  *^-  ii'i/»i  t  i 

ing  males  in  1888  and  there  was  such  a  marked  scarcity  of  broedmg  males 
^^^'  ii])on  the  rookeries  that  1  gave  strict  orders  to  spare 

all  five-year-old  bulls  and  confine  the  killing  to  smaller  animals. 
Through  all  this  slaughter,  involving  the  driving  and  redriving,  year 

after  year,  of  the  same  seals,  they  did  not  become  more 
^ameness  of  the  ^imj^j  ^yhcn  ou  land ;  but  on  the  contrary,  those  resort- 
ing to  the  grounds  most  frequently  disturbed  were 
more  tractable  and  easier  driven  and  killed  than  the  ones  from  remote 
points,  as  at  Polavina  or  West  Point,  on  St.  Paul,  or  Zapadnieat  St. 
George.    The  "killing  gang^  frequently  spoken  of,  and  I  myself^  ob- 
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served  the  harder  work  in  handling  and  subdividing  the  drove  from 
the  more  distant  places,  because  of  the  more  savage  intractable  char- 
acter of  the  bulls. 

I  believe  the  seals  to  be  susceptible  of  a  high  degree  of  domestica- 
tion. K  their  strongpropensity  to  bite  whatever  comes  „  ..,,  -  ^ 
Within  offensive  proximity,  whether  it  be,  seal  cub  or  high  degree  of  domea- 
a  hunter's  limb,  could  be  cured,  they  could  be  as  easily  *»<^^i«» 
managed  as  a  flock  of  sheep.  Each  one  of  the  young  pups  driven  for 
the  customary,  food  supply  before  their  first  migration  is  picked  up  by 
the  hind  flippers  to  determine  the  sex,  females  even  at  this  age  being 
spared,  and  when  thus  in  the  hands  of  tlie  hunters     ^    ,,.,.,    -,      , 

*^_,,"  ,.-  11-1  11  ii  11  Possibilitv  of  brand- 

could  be  as  readily  marked  or  branded  as  any  thoroughly  ingorotherwisemark. 

domesticated  animal.  In  fact,  a  large  number  were  "*s- 
thus  marked  in  1872,  by  Special  Treasury  Agent  Charles  Bryant,  by 
clipping  the  ear  as  a  means  of  further  identification.  Every  seal  ujion 
the  islands  has  in  this  way  been,  or  might  have  been,  if  we  had  so 
elected,  within  our  very  grasp,  to  kill  or  not  to  kill,  to  brand  or  not  to 
brand,  as  we  thought  best,  its  skin  having  at  the  same  time  com- 
mercial value.  I  conceive  that  no  further  act  of  domestication  is  re- 
quired to  constitute  under  common  law  complete  and  absolute  owner- 
ship, coupled,  of  course,  with  the  right  of  protection  of  the  property, 
wherever  found. 

In  respect  to  the  propagation  and  perpetuation  of  the  species,  they 
are  as  controllable  and  amenable  to  good  management  p^.^  ^  ationand 
upon  the  islands  as  sheep  or  cattle.  If  the  right  pro-  perpjfuation  ot  the 
portion  is  maintained  between  the  sexes,  the  greatest  ^i^^^^- 
possible  number  of  progeny  is  assured.  As  long  as  we  were  able  to 
keep  exclusive  control,  undisturbed  by  outside  influences,  we  main- 
tained the  steady  increase  of  the  herd  and  profitable  returns  from  the 
industry.  When  outside  parties,  beyond  our  jurisdiction,  carried  on 
their  destructive  work,  to  any  considerable  extent,  the  equilibrium  of 
the  sexes  was  destroyed,  any  calculation  of  those  in  charge  of  the 
islands  was  nullified  or  miscarried  and  the  speedy  decrease  and  ulti- 
mate destruction  of  the  seals  and  sealing  industry  made  certain. 

In  contemplating  this  destruction,  the  natives  of  the  seal  islands  are 
most  deeply  interested,  for  they  are  Avholly  dependent 
ux)on  the  seals  for  a  livelihood.  The  ancestors  of  the  ti^^ou  nauv^^*^^"*'* 
three  hundred  people  now  upon  the  islands  were 
taken  there  more  than  one  hundred  years  ago,  and  their  descendants 
have  been  born  and  bred  to  their  occupation  of  seal  killing,  and  know 
no  other.  Prior  to  1868  the  Russians  furnished  them  only  indifferently 
well  with  coarse  articles  of  food  and  clothing  which  the  seals  did  not  sup- 
ply, but  left  them  to  live  in  unhealthy  conditions  in  their  damp  under- 
ground houses,  often  unsui^plied  with  fuel  and  not  infrequently  short  of 
food.  Under  the  liberal  management  of  the  Americans 
they  have  been  provided  with  comfortable  wooden  of^^JEes '""u  n  d  e r 
houses,  an  abundance  of  coal  to  heat  them,  warm  cloth-  Ain.riean  manage 
ing,  well-taught  schools  in  comfortable  school-houses,  at- 
tractive churches  in  the  Greco-Russian  faith,  to  which  they  are  devotedly 
attached,  and,  in  short,  with  all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries 
of  civilization.  With  these  surroundings  they  have  made  remarkable 
progress,  rendered  possible  by  their  income  of  more  than  $40,000  per 
annum  from  the  seal  fisheries,  without  which  they  are  left  in  absolute 
poverty,  and  must  either  leave  their  island  home  in  search  of  other 
employment  of  which  they  know  nothing,  rely  upon  the  charity  of  the 
Government  for  meager  support,  or  starve.    They  rightly  charge  these 
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dire  alternatives  upon  the  pelagic  seal  hunters,  who  bsfvi  rathlessly 
destroyed  the  herd  in  whicli  every  native  had  a  certain  vested  rigllt, 
in  the  exercise  of  which  he  deserved  the  protection  of  the  Government 
into  whose  care  he  has  (».ome. 

H.  H.  McIntybe. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  May,  1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clement  Benneit, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  IT.  JL  McTntyre^  special  Treasury  agent  and  superintendent 

for  the  lessees  of  the  Fribilof  Islands. 

management. 

State  of  Vermont, 

Orange  Vouiity^  ss: 

H.  H.  Mclntyre,  of  Randolph,  in  said  county,  having  been  duly  swom, 

deposes  and  says:  1  am  a  native  of  Vermont,  48  years 
Experience.         ^^^^     j^  ^^^^  y^.^^.^  j^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  Special  United 

States  Treasury  agent  assigned  to  duty  in  Alaska,  under  particular 
instructions  to  visit  tand  report  ui)on  the  seal  fisheries  of  Alaska,  and 
from  1870  to  liSSJ>,  inclusive,  I  was  superintendent  of  the  se<aleries  for 
the  lessees  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.  In  these  capacities  T  first  visited 
the  seal  islands  in  the  summer  of  1860,  and  everv  vear  thereafter  until 
and  including  1880,  except  the  years  1883, 1884,  and  ISSo.  In  1871  and 
1872  I  stayed  there  continuously  for  about  sixteen  months,  and  in  each 
of  the  other  years  from  two  to  four  months,  through  the  sealing 
season.  I  also  visited  L(mdon  twice  during  my  superintendency  in 
connoxtion  with  the  sealing  industry,  and  was  at  all  times  actively  at 
work  in  the  interests  of  my  employers.  jNFy  duties  as  such  special 
Treasury  agent  and  superintendent  demanded  and  received  my  atten- 
tion to  every  detail  of  seal  life  and  its  relations  to  commerce.  In  the 
discharge  of  these  duties  I  was  constantly  aided  by  able,  intelligent 
assistants  and  native  seal  hunters,  whose  daily  observations  and  reports 
were  from  time  to  time  communicated  to  me. 

The  work  of  seal  killing  is  done  by  the  Aleutian  inhabitants  of  the 
^j^j.^  seal  islands  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the 

'"^'  superintendent  for  the  lessees  and  his  assistants.    The 

natives  are  directed  by  their  chi(»fs,  who  are  either  chosen  by  them- 
selves or  appointed  by  the  Treasury  agent  in  charge.  The  force  of 
natives  is  divided  into  gangs  of  20  to  30  men,  each  gang  being  led  by 
an  assistant  sui)erinten(lent  and  native  chief,  and  comi)rises  the  proiHjr 
number  of  ''clubbers,'^  ''rippers,--  and  ''skinners." 

Driring. 

In  describing  the  habits  of  the  steals  it  has  already  been  pointed  out 

Drivin    how  done  ^^^*^^  ^^*^'  ''baclielors/'  or  killable  seals,  haul  out  upon 
vng,    w  one.  ^^^^^  ]a\u\  scparatc  and  apart  Irom  the  bree<ling  rook- 
eries, and  it  follows  that  they  may  be  herded  together  and  driven  in 
from  the  beaches  to  the  killing  grounds  without  in  the  least  disturbing 
the  breeding  seals.    During  the  killing  season,  beginning  the  1st  of 
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June,  or  as  soon  as  the  seals  arrive  thereafter,  it  is  customary  for  tbe 
superintendent  to  ascertain  the  day  before  a  drive  is  to  be  made  where 
the  killable  seals  lie,  and  to  instruct  the  chief  in  the  evening  in  regard 
to  the  work  for  the  following  day. 

At  daybreak,  about  1  or  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  chief  calls  a 
sufficient  number  of  men,  usually  from  six  to  twelve,  and  leads  them 
to  the  designated  beach.  They  apjiroach  the  hauling  ground  as 
noiselessly  as  possible,  keeping  to  the  leeward  of  the  seals  until  a  point 
is  reached  whence  the  ^'  run"  is  to  be  made,  when,  at  the  word,  all  move 
at  the  top  of  their  speed  along  the  edge  of  the  surf  and  take  intervals, 
like  a  skirmish  line  of  soldiers,  between  the  seals  and  the  water,  at 
the  same  time  making  such  demonstrations  by  swinging  the  arms, 
flourishing  caps  and  coats,  or  beating  bones  or  sticks  together  as  to 
alarm  the  animals  and  cause  them  to  rush  inland.  The  drove  is 
quickly  collected  and  brought  together  in  one  mass.  When  it  has 
moved  a  short  distance  from  the  water  it  becomes  perfectly  manageable 
and  is  then  divided  into  detachments  of  500  to  1,000  seals;  each  detach- 
ment is  placed  by  the  chief  in  charge  of  a  trusty  man,  who,  aided  by 
two  assistants,  one  on  each  flank  and  himself  in  the  rear,  brings  his 
drove  along  towards  the  killing  grounds  at  a  8j)eed  varying  from  a 
few  rods  to  a  mile  an  hour,  in  accordance  as  the  ed  in  d  •  • 
weather  may  be  hot  and  dry  or  moist  and  cool.  If  the  ^  nvmg. 
chief  is  efficient  and  properly  instructed,  the  seals  are  at  the  killing 
ground  by  5  or  6  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  are  given  an  hour  or  two 
to  rest  and  cool  before  the  gang  turns  out  after  breakfast  for  the  day's 
work. 

The  longest  drive  made  during  recent  years  is  that  from  English  Bay 
to  the  village  on  St.  Paul  Island,  about  2J  miles. 
Formerly  it  was  customary  to  drive  from  Halfway  cent  y^re^^*^"™* 
Point  and  Southwest  Bay  to  the  village  grounds,  but 
it  was  found  to  be  less  trying  to  the  seals  and  better  economy  of  labor 
to  kill  nearer  to  these  rookeries.  Mule  teams  and  boats  on  St.  Paul 
and  pack  animals  on  St.  George  were  accordingly  supplied  several  years 
ago  for  transporting  the  skins  from  these  more  distant  points,  and  the 
killing  has  since  been  conducted  as  near  the  rookeries  as  practicable. 

In  driving,  advantage  is  taken  of  every  snowbank,  small  lake,  or 
stretch  of  marshy  ground  to  rest  and  cool  the  drove;     ^^ 
and  if  very  hot  and  dry  or  the  sun  breaks  out,  it  is  "  ***°"     ®°* 

kept  in  a  cool  place  until  the  conditions  change.  Sometimes  the  prac- 
tice of  driving  the  seals  in  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  day  before 
they  are  to  be  killed  has  been  followed.  In  this  case  one  herdsman 
through  the  night  is  sufficient  to  prevent  their  escaping. 

The  fur-seals  do  not  travel  on  the  land  with  that  ease  of  locomotion 
characteristic  of  purely  land  animals,  but  on  the  other     ^        ..      ^^ 

,  T     ,,  "ii  X    ^         1  1         'xi         Locomotion  of  for- 

hand,  they  move  with  great  freedom  compared  with  seals. 

other  species  of  seals.    Their  enforced  action  on  the 

drive  is,  as  a  rule,  but  little  more  violent  than  they  voluntarily  take 

upon  the  rookeries  when  moving  up  and  down  the  slopes  and  playing 

with  each  other. 

There  are  generally  in  eaeh  drive  a  few  bulls,  full  grown  or  nearly  so, 
too  large  for  killing,  and  occasionally  a  dwarf  or  sickly  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^ 
seal  and  rarely  a  female,  all  of  which  are  segregated  excluded  from  the 
from  the  mass  as  soon  as  possible  and  left  behind  to  ^™^®- 
find  their  way  back  to  the  water.  Much  depends  in  driving  upon  the 
good  judgment  of  the  man  in  charge  as  to  when  and  how  long  they 
should  be  allowed  to  rest,  and  in  keeping  the  herd  spread  out  so  as  tx) 
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prevent  the  animals  from    huddling  together  and  crowding.    With 
LiMisfroindrivinir     P^oper  management,  tlie  loss  from  driving  is  but  a 

Iraction  of  1  per  cent,  and  nearly  all  are  skinned 
and  the  skins  counted  as  a  part  of  the  annual  quota.  The  animals 
that  are  found  unfit  for  killing  and  are  allowed  to  return  to  the  water 
to  be  repeatedly  driven  later  in  the  season,  suffer,  in  my  opinion,  no 

RoproductiveneBB    "^.^^^y-      ^  ,¥^:^  «^^«  ?^    stated  by   thCOristS   with   little 

iioi  impairod  by  or  uo  practical  experience,  that  the  exertions  to  which 
drivinc.  ^^^^  scals  are  subjeitted  on  the  drives  is  unusual  and 

excessive;  and  they  infer  that  it  must  injure  the  animal's  reproductive 
usefulness.  With  more  extended  observation  and  experience  they 
would  discover  that  such  is  not  the  (?ase.    The  best  praetical  illustra- 

Drivin  on  Co  cr  ^^^"  ^^  ^^*^®  ^'^^'^  ^'^  foiiiid  ou  Coppcr  Islaiid  of  the  Com- 
iMiand."^""    ^^^^  mandcr  group  where,  for  the  past  twenty  years  or 

more,  it  has  been  customary  to  drive  nearly  all  the 
the  seals  over  a  very  rough  mountain  trail  across  the  island,  and  to 
pnictice  the  same  methods  in  the  killing  that  we  have  pui'sued  at  the 
Pribilof  Islands,  with  the  result  of  constantly  and  healthfully  in- 
creasing the  herd.  That  seals  are  occasionally  injured  or  lost  by  im- 
proi)(*r  handling  is  no  suihcient  reason  for  abandoning  a  system  of  man- 
ngement  which  proves  satisfactory  when  properly  administered. 
Thos(»  theorists  api)arently  find  it  very  easy  to  criticise  the  manage- 
ment of  the  seals  without  suggesting  any  way  in  which  to  improve  it. 

Killing, 

During  the  seal  killing  season  the  men  turn  out  to  their  work  about 

Killing,  how  done    ^^  ^'^^^ock  a.  m.     Each  man  in  the  gang  is  assigned  by 

the  chief  to  his  ap{)ropriate  i)art  of  the  work.  If  the 
force  comprises  say  twenty-two  men,  the  most  inefficient  one  will  be 
designated  as  "herdsman"  to  watch  the  drove  and  keep  it  as  near  the 
workmen  as  practicable;  five  of  the  most  active,  athletic  young  men 
are  detailed  as  "clubbers,''  of  whom  two  are  called  "drivers,"  it  being 
their  duty  to  cut  oif  from  the  drove  small  detachments  or  "pods,"  of 
from  forty  to  seventy-five  scals  and  drive  them  up  to  the  killers.  If  the 
drove  contains  a  (considerable  number  of  adult  bulls,  or  the  seals  are 
tired  or  the  day  warm  and  humid,  the  "drivers"  have  the  most  labor- 
ious ]>art  of  the  work.  Xext,  one  boy  is  detailed  as  "stabber,"  five  a« 
"fiippcrers,"  and  the  remaining  ten,  those  who  are  most  expert  in  the 
use  of  their  knives,  as  "skinners." 

The  clublwrs  are  each  armed  with  a  turned  hickory  club,  5  feet  2 
inches  huig,  of  best  straight  graiiu^l  w<K)d,  like  an  exaggerated  base- 
ball club,  and  a  sharp  pointed  hook,  similar  to  a  stevedore's  cargo 
hook,  which  he  carries  in  his  belt  or  boot  leg.  The  stabbers  and  fiip- 
pcrers have  dimble  edged  knives  0  or  7  inches  long,  and  the  skinners 
ten  or  twelve  inch  single-edged  blades;  and  each  man  a  small,  fine- 
grained oil  stone  of  which  he  makes  very  fre(|uent  use,  finishing  the 
shar]>ening  prcH*ess  on  his  own  palm  or  the  st^aFs  fiipper,  ior  the  edges 
must  be  as  keen  as  razors  to  efi'ectually  do  the  work. 

If  the  drove  contains  more  than  a  few  hundred  steals,  a  jKU'tion  of  it 
is  cut  otf  and  brought  to  within  about  75  or  1(H)  feet  of  the  place  where 
the  first  "jkhI  *"  is  to  be  killed.  The  drivers  step  (piickly  along  the  fianks 
of  the  drove  at  several  feet  distant  from  it,  and  appn>acli  each  other 
from  oi)iH)site  sides  at  a  i>oint  to  detach  50  or  GO  animals.  These 
are  driven  directly  to  the  cliiblK^'s  who  have  been  pre\iously  instructed 
by  the  assisUiut  superintendent  what  class  of  seals  tkey  are  to  kiU  and 
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where  tliey  are  to  begin  operations.  At  the  word  from  the  chief  the 
blows  fall  in  quick  succession,  a  single  blow  upon  the  head  of  each  seal 
designated  being  always  sufficient  to  completely  stun  him,  and  usually 
to  fracture  his  skull.  Those  remaining  are  carefully  looked  over  by  the 
assistant  superintendent,  such  of  the  doubtful  ones  killed  as  he  may 
direct,  and  the  remaining  ones  driven  to  one  side  and  allowed  to  return 
to  the  water  at  will;  or,  after  a  few  hours,  if  any  renmin  about  the  field, 
a  boy  is  sent  to  head  them  toward  the  sea.  The  clubber's  sharp  hooks 
are  now  stuck  into  the  noses  or  flippers  of  the  fallen  seals  and  they  are 
dragged  apart  and  laid  singly,  as  closely  together  as  convenient  for  the 
skinners.  This  is  very  necessary,  because,  if  left  in  a  heap  as  they  are 
slain,  the  heat  at  points  of  contact  quickly  loosens  the  fur  and  spoils 
the  skin.  The  drivers  now  '^run"  to  bring  up  the  next  "pod,"  the 
stabber  thrusts  his  knife  to  the  heart  of  the  stunned  animals  and  the 
flipperers  follow  as  soon  as  the  seals  are  dead,  to  cut  the  skin  around 
the  head  just  in  front  of  the  ears,  around  the  posterior  extremity  be- 
tween the  body  and  hind  flippers,  around  the  two  fore  flippers  and 
down  the  median  line  of  the  belly.  ISext  he  is  taken  in  hand  by  the 
skinner,  who  quickly  flays  him  with  dexterous  strokes  of  his  long,  keen- 
edged  knife,  leaving  a  considerable  layer  of  blubber  ui)oii  the  skin  to 
prevent  its  nardening  and  drying  in  the  salting  process.  When  it  is 
desired  to  save  the  blubber  as  well  as  the  skin,  both  are  removed  from 
the  carcass  together  and  flayed  apart  with  skillful  strokes  of  the  knife. 

The  seal  killing  is  done  in  a  very  orderly,  systematic  manner,  and  the 
attendant  waste  is  surprisingly  small  when  done  with  skilled  labor, 
Karely  an  undesirable  seal  is  hit  by  a  clubber,  and  occasionally  the  sun 
will  shine  out  unexpectedly  and  so  heat  the  skins  before  they  can  be 
removed,  as  to  loosen  the  fur  and  cause  it  topuU  out,  but  the  entire  loss 
under  judicious  management  amounts  to  only  a  few  score  of  skins  in  a 
hundred  thousand.  An  experienced  force  of  "22  men  can  easily  slaughter 
and  properly  cure  the  skins  of  an  average  of  1,500  seals  per  day  through 
the  season. 

When  the  skin  has  been  removed  from  the  carcass  it  is  thrown,  flesh 
side  down,  upon  the  damp  ground,  and  as  soon  thereafter  as  convenient 
hauled  to  the  salt  house,  wliere  each  one  is  examined  and  counted,  in 
the  presence  of  the  native  chief,  by  the  Treasury  agent  and  the  assist- 
ant superintendent,  in  order  to  detennine  wiien  the  number  allowed  by 
law  has  been  taken  and  to  form  the  basis  for  payment  to  the  natives 
for  their  work. 

Salting. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  sealing  industry  it  was  always  customary 
to  dry  the  skins  for  market  by  stretching  them  upon  . 
the  ground  by  means  of  wooden  pins  driven  through  ^^^^' 
their  edges  or  by  the  use  of  stakes  and  twine.  But  this  process  made 
the  skin  difficult  to  unhair  in  dressing,  and,  moreover,  in  the  very  damp 
climate  of  Alaska  it  was  often  imi)ossible  to  dry  the  skins  thoroughly 
enough  to  prevent  their  decaying  en  route  to  market.  Large  numbers 
of  skins  were  lost,  I  am  informed,  in  this  way,  even  after  artificial  heat 
was  resorted  to  for  drying  them,  and  it  Avas  found  most  profitable  to 
salt  them  and  ship  them  in  salt  to  market. 

The  salting  is  done  in  rows  of  bins  called  "keuches.''     Each  skin  is 
throNvn  to  the  man  in  the  kench,  Avho  quickly  spreads  ..KencMu'" 
it,  flesh  side  up,  and  a  third  shovels  salt  enough  upon        ^^^^  "*"* 
it  to  completely  cover  its  surface.    The  next  skin  is  spread  in  the  same 
way  above  the  first,  and  so  on  with  alternate  layers  of  skins  and  salt 
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until  the  kench  is  fnll.  Here  they  lie  from  five  to  seven  days  and  are 
then  shaken  out,  any  curled  edj^es  are  unrolled  and  salted,  and  the  skins 
are  folded  with  a  small  quantity  of  salt  between  the  folds,  and  again 
piled  to  complete  the  curing  process.  A  few  days  later  they  are  once 
more  pulled  apart  and  spread  out,  sprinkled  with  a  handful  of  salt  and 
rolled  and  tied  in  compact,  cylindrical  bundles  containing  two  skins 
each,  flesh  sides  to^etlier.  In  this  shape  they  are  lightered  from  the 
warehouses  to  the  vessel  in  the  skin  boats  built  by  the  natives,  and 
shipped  to  San  Francisco,  were  they  are  packed  in  casks  holding  from 
fifty  to  sixty  skins  each,  and  forwarded  to  London  via  New  York,  by 
railroad  and  steamer. 

The  practice  of  salting  the  skins  was  followed  to  some  extent  by  the 
Russians  during  the  last  few  years  prior  to  the  cession  of  Alaska  to 
the  United  States,  and  in  nearly  every  particular  the  management  of 
the  sealeries  by  the  Americans  is  the  same  as  that  pursued  by  the  Rus- 
sians during  the  last  years  of  their  occupation.    Since  about  1835  the 

female  seals  have  been  invariably  spared,  and  if  the 
RinreT835.*^*   "^^^^  scalcrics  are  to  yield  the  best  returns  in  future,  the  wise 

system  under  which  they  have  been  heretofore  pro- 
tected must  be  rigidly  maintained.  The  habits  of  the  animals  are  such, 
in  the  separation  of  breeders  from  nonbreeders  when  on  shore,  that  this 
can  be  easily  accomplished ;  yet  the  fact  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  that 
both  breeders  and  nonbreeders  are,  in  the  course  of  every  season,  com- 
pletely in  the  power  of  the  occupants  of  the  islands,  and  the  entire  herd 
may  be  slaughtered  to  the  immediate  advantage  of  their  possessors,  if, 
by  reason  of  international  complications,  or  any  other  cause,  it  is  found' 
desirable  to  extemiinate  them. 
Many  improvements  were  introduced  by  the  Americans  ux>on  Russian 

methods,  more  i)articularly  in  systematizing  the  work 
LyAiScima"*"'"*^*'  upou  thc  Slaughter  grounds,  in"  providing  convenient 

buildings  in  which  to  salt  and  bundle  the  skins,  and  in 
furnishing  means  for  trans])()rting  them  from  the  field  to  the  salt  houses 
and  chence  to  the  vessels;  but  the  management  of  the  rookeries  as  re- 
gards their  preservation  and  growth  lias  varied  very  little  since  1836 
or  1840,  when  the  Russians  awoke  U)  the  fact  that  Jill  of  the  females  and 
a  proper  proportion  of  the  males  should  be  spared. 
The  age  at  which  the  male  seal  should  be  killed  for  his  skin  to  best 

meet  the  present  demands  of  the  market,  is  3  and 
&1fiVo*^kIii!S!  ^  years  old.    It  is,  of  course,  as  with  other  animals, 

impossible  to  say  in  every  case  just  how  old  a  seal  is, 
but  in  the  large  majority  of  cases  an  exi)erienced  seal-killer  will  deter- 
mine with  ai'curacy  from  the  size  of  the  animal,  the  growth  of  hair  upon 
the  neck,  and  the  length  and  size  of  the  canine  teeth. 

The  average  weight  and  length  of  the  diflerent  sizes  and  ages  may 
be  generally  stated  about  as  follows: 


Pro 


At  time  of  hirtli 

A  t  1  year  »»hl 

A  t  'J  vearH  oM 

Am  yoars  ol«l,  inulo 

At  'A  years  old,  female,  nearly  full-gn»\rD 

At  4  years  old.  male .*. 

At  4  years  old,  female,  fall-grown 

AtSyearsold,  male 

A 1 6  years  old.  male,  nearly  ftiU-grown . . 
At  full  nd  alt  a^e,  male 


Length. 


Weiglit. 


Inches. 

Poundt^ 

12 

7 

38 

39 

46 

60 

54 

90 

54 

6U 

60 

150 

66 

80 

66 

225 

72 

850 

78 

450 
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The  sex  of  the  yearliu^s  is  not  easily  determined  unless  the  animal 
is  caught  and  examined.  Tlie  sliape,  size,  and  color  Distingmshing  uw 
of  the  two  sexes  are  very  closely  alike  at  this  age.  "*^- 
At  2  years  old  it  is  less  difficult,  and  there  is  very  little  risk  in 
assuming  that  all  those  found  at  this  age  with  the  nonbreoders  are 
males,  because  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  females  at  2  years  old  consort 
with  the  breeding  seals  upon  the  rookeries.  In  the  last  two  years  of 
the  Alaska  Commercial  Company's  lease  of  the  sealeries  large  numbers 
of  2-year  old  seals  were  killed  under  my  direction,  but  never,  to  my 
knowledge,  any  females  of  this  age. 

H.  H.  McIntyee. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  at  Eandolph,  Yt,  this  28th  day  of  July, 
A.  D.  1892,  before  me. 
[seal]  J.  B.  Eldredge, 

Notary  Pvldic, 


Deposition  of  Thomas  F,  Morgan^  sealer  on  Trihilof  Islands  in  1868  and 

1869 J  and  agent  of  lessees  from  1874  to  1887. 

pribilof  island  rookeries. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington^  ss : 

Thomas  F.  Morgan,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  1  am  44  years  of  age,  and 
reside  in  the  town  of  (xroton,  Coun.  In  1886  I  shipped  as  second 
mate  of  the  bark  PerUj  owned  by  the  firm  of  Wil- 
liams &  Haven,  of  the  city  of  New  London,  Conn.,  5tp<»"eiice. 
which  vessel  was  commanded  by  my  father,Capt.  Ebenezer  Morgan,  and 
sailed  on  that  bark  from  Honolulu  about  the  27tli  day  of  February, 
1808,  for  the  purpose  of  catching  seals  on  the  islands  in  Bering  Sea, 
Williams  &  Haven  having  for  many  years  been  engaged  in  seal  fisheries, 
and  being,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  largest  firm  in  the  United  States  eu- 
gaged  in  that  business.  We  sailed  to  the  port  of  Sitka  and  there  ap- 
plied to  the  commander.  Gen.  Jefferson  C.  Davis,  for  permission  to  land 
the  cargo  of  the  bark  cm  the  Pribilof  Islands  and  take  seals  on  those 
islands.  At  the  end  of  the-  season  I  remained  on  the  island  of  St.  Paul, 
one  of  the  said  Pribilof  Islands,  until  August,  1869,  as  a  representative 
of  Williams  &  Haven's  interest  in  and  about  said  island.  In  the  last- 
mentioned  year  I  returned  to  this  country,  and,  at  the  request  of  the 
Alaska  Commercjial  Company,  of  which  Williams  &  Haven  were  stock- 
holders, I  was  employed  in  the  yetir  1874  to  return  to  the  Pribilof  Is- 
lands as  a  representative  of  said  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

In  pursuance  of  such  request  I  returned  to  the  island  as  agent  of 
said  last-mentioned  company  in  charge  of  the  island  of  St.  George, 
which  with  the  islands  of  St.  Paul,  Otter,  and  Walrus,  constitute  the 
group  known  as  1?lie  Pribilof  Islands.  I  arrived  at  said  island  some- 
time in  May,  1874;  took  up  my  residence  there,  and  remained  in  my 
capacity  of  agent  iu  and  about  that  island  during  each  sealing  season 
thereafter  until  the  year  1887.  That  during  the  years  1868  and  1809, 
and  fiom  May  to  July,  1874, 1  was  located  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  also 
fiom  July,  1882,  to  May,  1883;  that  during  the  remainder  of  the  time  I 
was  upon  said  islands  I  was  resident  on  St.  George  Island;  that  during 
my  residence  on  said  islands  I  examined  frequently  the  breeding  rook- 
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cries  on  the  island  where  I  then  was  located,  and  now  recollect  the 
condition  of  said  rookeries,  and  the  approximate  area  which  each  of 
them  covered  at  different  times  during  my  experience  on  said  islands; 
that  I  have  carefully  examined  the  lines  drawn  by  H.  H.  Mclntyre  on 

exhibits  signed  by  him  and  marked  Exhibits  A,  B,  0, 
the'^^^oTered^i^  I),  E,  F,  and  G,  indicating  the  grounds  covered  by  said 
the  rookeries.  rookcrics  ou  St.  Paul  Island  in  the  year  1870,  and  the 

year  1882,  and  that  the  red  line  shows  the  approximate  area  so  covered 
in  1869,  and  the  blue  line  the  approximate  area  so  covered  in  1882; 
that  I  have  indicated  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  the  grounds  covered 
by  breeding  rookeries  on  St.  George  Island  in  the  year  1874,  by  a  red 
line,  and  the  grounds  so  covered  in  the  year  1884  by  a  blue  line,  on  the 
exhibits  signed  by  me  and  marked  Exhibits  H,  I,  J,  and  K;  that  the 
grounds  so  indicated  are  practically  correct  and  represent  approximately 
the  area  covered  by  breeding  seals  on  said  St.  George  Island  in  said 
years  of  1874  and  1884. 
I  further  depose  and  say  I  have  examined  the  charts  of  said  St.  Paul 

and  St.  George  Islands,  made  as  I  am  informed  and 
Verifies  charta  beHevc  by  J.  Stanley  Brown;  that  to  the  best  of  my 

drawn  by  J.  Stanley    ,  i-.*^j^i  ^^j  -j-lu. 

Brown  showing  haul-  kuowlcdgc  tlic  spaccs  represented  on  said  charts  as 
in^^grounds  ou  isi-  grounds  ovcr  which  the  bachelor  seals  have  hauled  at 

various  times  during  my  experience  are  practically 
correct. 

Thomas  F.  Mobgan. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  April,  1892. 

[SEAL.]  SeVELLON  A.  BROWN, 

liotary  Public  in  and  for  tlie  Diatrict  of  Columbia,  U.  8.  A. 


Deposition  of  Thomas  F.  Morgan,  agent  of  the  lessees  on  the  Pribilof  Islands 

and  of  the  lessees  on  the  Commander  Islands, 

habits,  management,  and  pelagic  sealing. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington y  ss: 

Thomas  F.  Morgan,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  T  am  44  years  of  age^ 
and  reside  in  the  town  of  (iioton.  Conn.  In  18()8  1  sliippi*d  as  second 
mate  of  the  bark  PerUj  owned  by  tlie  firm  of  Williams  &  Haven, 

of  the  city  of  Kew  Ijondon,  Conn.,  which  vessel  was 

E3ci»crioncc.  commanded  by  my  father,  Cai)t.  Ebenezer  Morgan, 

and  sailed  on  that  bark  from  Honolulu  alxmt  the  27th  dav  of  Feb- 
rnary,  1808,  for  tlie  inu|)ORe  of  catching  seals  on  the  islands  in 
leering  Sea,  Williams  &  Haven  having  for  many  years  been  engaged 
ill  seal  fisheries,  and  being,  so  far  as  t  know,  the  largest  firm  in  the 
United  States  engaged  in  that  business.  We  sailed  to  the  port  of 
Sitka,  and  there  applied  to  the  commander,  Gen.  Jefferson  O.  Davis, 
for  i)ermissi(m  to  land  the  cargo  of  the  bark  on  the  Pribilof  Islands 
and  tiike  seals  on  those  islands.  At  the  end  of  the  season  I  remained 
on  the  island  of  St.  Paul,  one  of  the  sai<l  Pribilof  Islands,  until  August^ 
1809,  as  a  representative  of  Williams  &  Haven's  interests  in  and  abont 
the  said  island.  In  the  last  mentioned  year  I  returned  to  this  country, 
and  at  the  request  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  of  which  Wil- 
liams &  Haven  were  stockholders,  I  was  employed  in  the  year  1874  to 
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return  to  the  Pribilof  Islands  as  a  representative  of  the  said  Alaska 
Commercial  Company. 

In  pursuance  of  such  request  I  returned  to  the  islands  as  agent  of 
said  last-mentioned  company  in  charge  of  the  island  of  St.  George, 
which  with  the  islands  of  St.  Paul,  Otter,  and  Walrus,  constitue  the 
group  known  as  the  Pribilof  Islands.  I  arrived  at  said  island  some 
time  in  May,  1874;  took  up  my  residence  there  and  remained  in  my 
capacity  of  agent  in  and  about  that  island  during  each  sealing  season 
thereafter  until  the  year  1887.  At  the  expiration  of  the  sealing  season 
of  1887, 1  returned  to  the  United  States,  and  in  1891  was  engaged  by 
the  Russian  Sealskin  Company,  of  St.  Petersburg,  as  chief  agent  of 
that  company,  to  proceM  to  the  islands  of  Komandorski,  consisting  of 
Copper  and  Bering  Islands,  commonly  called  the  Commander  Islands, 
which  said  company  had  a  lease  of  the  said  Commander  Islands  as  welj 
as  of  the  island  of  Tuleni  or  Robben,  in  the  Okhotsk  Sea,  to  kill  seals 
arid  other  fur-bearing  animals  on  those  islands  on  the  payment  of  a 
royalty  to  the  Russian  Government.  During  the  years  above-mentioned 
1  have  superintended  the  killing  of,  on  the  average,  18,000  seals  a  year; 
and  in  the  last  year  of  my  employment  by  the  Russian  Sealskin  Com- 
pany I  killed  or  superintended  the  killing  of  30,000  seals.  The  skinning, 
curing  of  skins,  packing  of  skins,  and  shipping  of  the  skins  from  the 
islands  of  all  the  seals  the  killing  of  which  I  superintended  has  been 
under  my  immediate  supervision,  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  work 
thereof  has  been  done  by  me  personally. 

That  during  my  employment  on  said  Pribilof  Islands  I  carefully 
studied  the  habits  of  the  fur-seal  and  the  statements  hereafter  made  as 
to  the  habits  of  said  animals  are  based  on  my  own  observation  and  also 
from  the  fact  that  these  statements  have  been  corroborated  by  natives 
and  residents  on  said  islands,  whom  I  know  to  be  familiar  with  every 
phase  of  seal  life. 

The  Alaska  fur-seal  breeds,  I  am  thoroughly  convinced,  only  upon 
the  Pribilof  Islands;  that  I  have  been  on  the  Alaska 
coast  and  also  along  the  Aleutian  Islands ;  that  at  no     AijwkaT^  seal  breeds 

.  -.  *=>-  -  1J.11X  ij     *"^  hauls  up  only  on 

j)oint  have  I  ever  observed  seals  to  haul  out  on  land  Pribiiof  isiunds. 
except  at  the  Pribilof  Islands,  nor  have  I  been  able  to 
obtain  any  authentic  information  which  causes  me  to  believe  such  is 
the  case. 

The  Alaska  fur-seal  is  migratory,  leaving  the  Pribilof  Islands  in  the 
early  winter  going  southward  into  the  Pacific  and     ^,     .. 

1  •  ••'»;r  f  I'rii  *i*i  1  Ju.I{rrHl/10n« 

returning  agam  m  May,  June,  and  July  to  said  islands. 
I  have  observed  certain  bull  seals  return  yejir  after  year  to  the  same 
place  on  the  rookeries,  and  1  have  been  informed  by  natives,  that  have 
lived  on  the  islands,  that  this  is  a  well-known  fact  and  has  been  ob- 
served by  them  so  often  that  they  stated  it  as  an  absolute  fact. 

I  believe  that  the  cause  the  seals  chose  these  islands  for  their  home 
is  because  of  the  isolation  of  these  Pribilof  Islands  and  because  the 
climatic  condition  of  said  Pribilof  Islands  is  particu-     ^,.  •       - .  ,    , 

1      ,      ^  T_-i     J.  1  I'o         Tx       •  x-L      ^«  j.r  1  Climate  of  islands. 

larly  favorable  to  seal  life.    During  the  time  the  seals 
are  upon  land  the  weather  is  damp  and  cool,  the  islands  being  almost 
continually  enveloped    in  fogs,  the  average  temperature  being  about 
410  F.  during  the  summer. 

The  pup  sejils  are  born  on  the  breeding  rookeries  on  St.  Paul  and  St. 
George  islands  during  the  months  of  June  and  July.    When  first  born 
a  pup  can  only  live  upon  land,  is  not  amphibious,  and  is 
unable  to  swim.    K  it  is  washed  off  into  the  sea  by  the  ou^"*"*  ''''*  *"^^^*' 
surf  it  is  drowned,  as  I  have  often  seen.    If  a  pup  was 
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bom  in  the  water  it  could  not  possibly  live  and  I  have  never  heard  of 
such  a  case.  A  further  fact  iu  this  connection  is  that  the  females  never 
come  to  the  islands  accompanied  by  a  pup.  Atter  birth  a  pup  at  once 
begins  to  suckle  its  motlier,  who  leaves  its  offspring  only  to  go  into  the 
water  for  food,  which  I  believe  from  my  observation  consists  mainly  of 

lish,  squids,  and  crustaceans.  In  her  seai*ch  for  food  the 
foS"*^***^^**"^*"^  female,  in  my  opinion,  goes  40  miles  or  even  further  from 

the  islands.  Tlie  pup  does  not  appear  to  recognize  its 
mother,  attemi)ting  to  draw  milk  from  any  cow  it  c<mies  in  contact  with; 
but  a  mother  will  at  once  recognize  her  own  pnp  and  will  allow  no  other 
to  nurse  her.    This  I  know  from  often  observing  a  cow  light  off  other 

pui)s,  who  approached  her,  and  search  out  her  own  pup 
Cow»uckie«oniybor  frgm  amoug  th(;m,  which  1  think  she  recognizes  by  its 

own  pup.  11  I   ?i  o  ./ 

smell  and  its  cry. 
When  the  pui)sare  about  six  or  eight  weeks  old   they  begin  to  herd 

together  in  groups  called  **pods;"  these  by  degrees 
i«rjl*.K.r^^-i'!n.  ^""^   work  down  toward  the  shore  and  after  several  trials 

leaniiiig  to  8W1111.  -.   «   .1  t  •  1  i«      1      •       ^i*  t 

and  fadures  at  last  lind  tlie  use  oi  then*  nippers  and 
h»arn  to  swim;  from  this  time,  the  1st  of  August  or  thereabouts,  the 
pup  goes  into  the  water  at  intervals,  but  remains  most  of  the  time  on 
the  rookeries  until  about  Xovember,  the  time  which  the  pup  spends  in 

the    water  depiMiding  a  great  deal  on  the  weather. 
gration.  Toward  the  first  or  middle  of  November  the  pups  leave 

the  islands;  they  instinctively  turn  southward  toward  the  Aleutian 
Islands. 

The  time  of  their  dei)arture  depends  a  goo<l  deal  on  the  state  of  the 
weather;  if  the  winter  is  open,  they  may  be  found  much  later  upon  the 
islands  and  if  particularly  warm  seals  may  be  found  during  the  whole 
winter  up<ni  and  about  the  islands.  I*robably,  too,  they  are  induced  to 
leave  the  islands  in  i)ursuit  of  food.  In  my  opinion  if  the  islands  wen^ 
a  little  warmer  in  winter  and  not  sun-ounded  by  ice,  the  seals  would 
n^main  there  the  year  round,  as  they  evidently  consider  the  Pribilof 
Group  their  home. 

From  the  islands  the  jmp  with  his  feUows  goes  southward,  passing 
through  the  passes  between  the  Aleutian  Ishunls,  and  holds  its  course 
still  south  till  lost  sight  of  in  the  ocean.  From  this  time  untd  the  herd 
re  ai)i)ears  off'  the  Californian  coast  their  course  is  a  matter  of  belief;  but 
from  information  of  sea  captains  of  coasting  vessels  who  have  sailed 
during  the  winter,  s(»als  during  December  and  the  first  part  of  Januaiy 

are  found  heading  south  east  wardly  toward  the  Calilbr- 
fo^^a  w^*^""^^**^'  "^'"i  coast.     In  January  and  February  they  begin  to 

ai)pear  along  that  coast;  then  turning  northward  they 
proceed  along  the  coast,  reaching  Vancouver  Island  about  March,  the 
iSouthern  Alaska  <oast  in  April  and  May,  and  in  June  the  herd  reenters 
Bering  Sea  and  proceeds  again  to  their  island  home.  It  is  impossible 
to  state  the  course  or  exact  time  of  migration  with  complete  accuracy, 
but  this  course  here  dcsignatcul  1  believe  to  be  approximately  coiTect. 
The  pui)s  which  left  the  island  the  year  before  have  now  become 
YoarUngs.  '' ycailings,"  the  males  and  females  herding  together 

indiscriminately  and  not  coming  on  shore  until  some 

time  in  August  or  September;  they  also  leave  the  islands  a  little  earlier 

than  the  first  year  and  make  the  same  course  of  migration  as  before. 

Two- earK>ida  ^^"  their  sccoud  rctum  to  the  island  as  'Hwo-year- 

oyearK>    .         olds "  the  scxcs  Separate,  the  females   going  on  the 

breeding  rookeries  where  they  are  fertilized  by  the  bulls,  and  the  males 

^  j^  hauling  uj)  with  the  nonbreediug  males,  called  "bach- 

*  **"*  elors,"  on  the  so-called  ''  hauhng  grounds.'^    The  "  two- 
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year-olds''  again  migiate  southward  over  the  same  course  as  formerly. 
On  their  return  to  the  islands,  the  female  goes  again  to,  the  breeding 
rookeries  and  there  brings  forth  her  first  pup.  From  this  time  tbrward 
she  increases  the  seal  herd  by  one  pup  annually  and  the  male  of  the 
same  age  is  on  the  hauling  grounds  and  is  now  considered  of  a  killable 
age. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  migrations  are  practically  the  same  as  the  third. 
After  the  fifth  or  sixth  migration  the  male  seal,  now 
called  a  bull,  returns  to  the  islands  about  the  first  of 
May  and  haiQs  up  on  the  breeding  rookeries  provided  he  is  able  to 
maintain  himself  there,  which  takes  many  bloody  conflicts.  There  he 
gathers  about  him  as  many  females  as  he  is  able.  From  the  time  of 
his  landing  until  the  close  of  the  rutting  season  or  ab(mt  the  first  of 
August  he  remains  continuously  on  the  breeding  grounds,  never  eating 
and  sleeping  very  little,  if  at  all.  About  August  first  he  again  takes 
to  the  water,  after  having  fertilized  all  the  cows  in  his  harem,  very  lean 
and  lank,  and  his  harem  becomes  disorganized,  tlie  pups  gathering  into 
pods,  the  females  going  and  coming  I'rom  the  water,  and  the  bachelors 
mingling  with  the  cows  and  pups. 

The  bachelors  while  on  the  islands,  in  my  opinion,  feed  very  little, 
and  practically  it  is  only  the  female  seals  which  feed  ^^j  femaioB  i©ave 
while  located  on  the  islands.  Thespeed'of  a  seal  when  isiani^  toTeeS?  ^^^ 
swimming  is  very  great,  covering,  I  should  say,  from  10  g  _,. 
to  15  miles  an  hour.  Therefore  a  female  can  easily  go  ^  mswimmmg. 
to  the  feeding  grounds  and  return  to  the  islands  in  a  day;  and  that  so 
far  as  I  am  able  to  ascertain  the  foregoing  facts  are  practically  corrob- 
orated by  all  those  who  have  had  the  opportunity  to  study  or  observe 
seal  life  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  and  in  Bering  Sea. 

On  my  first  arrival  in  the  Pribilof  Islands  in  1868,  several  other  vessels, 
representatives  of  dilferent  interests,  were  there  for  the  purpose  of  killing 
seals;  and  the  natives  of  these  islands,  called  Aleuts,  were  nearly  all 
employed  by  one  or  other  of  the  vessels  in  the  business  of  killing  seals. 
I  noticed  that  the  natives  always  remonstrated  when- 
ever any  female  was  killed  and  stated  that  that  was  kmrngTmE*^  ^ 
forbidden,  and  I  am  informed  that  it  always  had  been 
forbidden  by  the  Kussian  Government.    All  the  seals  killed  by  me  or 
under  my  superintendence  on  the  island  have  been  male  seals,  except 
in  the  case  of  accident.    My  knowlege  of  the  catch  of  1808  enables  me  to 
state  that  the  destruction  of  seals  from  all  sources  in     slaughter  of  isos 
that  year  wa^s  about  240,000.    This  is  the  maximum 
figure.    Despite  the  lowering  of  the  standard  weight  of  skins,  care  was 
taken  annually  on  St.  George  that  the  residue  of  available  male  breed- 
ers was  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  rookeries,  and  instructions  to 
that  elfect  were  given  to  the  assistants  by  the  superintendent  of  the 
Ahiska  Commercial  Company.    In  this  we  were  aided  by  the  inacces- 
sible character  of  some  of  the  hauling  grounds. 

From  the  year  1874  till  1885  we  were  able  to  get  fiom  St.  George  and 
St.  Paul  islands  100,000  male  seals  within  the  period 
known  as  the  sealing  season  of  six  weeks,  from  the  10th  i^^'^**^**^®"^'*  ^^*" 
of  June  to  the  1st  of  August,  and  still  leave  a  large 
percentage  of  marketable  seals.    In  1885,  and  in  every  year  thereafter 
until  I  left  in  1887,  there  was  a  marked  decrease  in  the 
number  of  marketable  skins  that  could  be  obtained  in       ^crease. 
each  year  during  the  sealing  season.    We  were  able,  down  to  the  last 
year  (1887)  to  get  our  total  catch  of  100,000  seals,  but  in  order  to  get 
that  number  we  had  to  take  what  in  previous  years  we  would  have  re- 
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je<-teil.  namely,  niulorsizwl  skins,  i.  r ..  the  skins  of  young  seals.    Prior 

to  ISST  we  lia^i  enileavured  t«*  tiike  no  skins  weighing 
u7.t^-i.*i?qi- U?"^^*  ^^^"^  ^*^*^"  ^  IKaniils,  but  in  i»nler  to  make  np  oar  quota 

ill  the  la^t  mentiinied  vt-ar  we  had  to  take  skins  weigh- 
ing as  little  a$  (»A  ]k>iuu1s  u»  the  iniml>er  of  several  thoasand. 

In  th«-  years  isso,  1n^».  ami  isST,  my  attention  was  attracted  not 

only  to  a  ilimiuutiou  in  tlie  iinmVr  of  killable  seals  appearing  on  the 

.   .    island  but  to  a  lirrreas^-  in  the  femalt-s  as  welL    Up  to 

the  year  1>^4.  the  brt^Miiij:  space  in  the  rookenes  had 
increased,  and  from  that  year  down  to  l5^>7.  when  I  left  the  island,  the 

;»<*rea^e  mvennl  by  the  nmkvries  which  were  occapied 
™"  T*?/u.*>.^^  i-onsTauTly  diminished,    yatnrally  the  cause 

of  this  diiiiiiiution  was  a  matter  of  interest  and  inquiry. 

It  was  not  evident  tliat  it  was  i'ri»ni  rausf  s  incident  to  the  taking  of 

seals  upon  the  i>land.    The  jrieait-sr  care  was  exercised  in  the  driving; 

,  .  under  precise! v  similar  conditions  the  herd  had  in- 

creased  in  former  years:  the  number  of  skins  origi- 
nally ai»iMirtii>iied  to  St,  Gi««^rjre  Island  were  retiuced  at  an  early  date, 
and  only  increased  in  pn»]H»rtion  to  the  nv«kerie^'  expansion.  No  dis- 
nirbanee  of  the  rtH^keries  was  ]»ernuttetl.  eveii  the  presence  of  dogs  and 
usi*  ot  liiearms  Ihmu:!  prohibiiitl  during:  the  preseiK-e of  the  seals.  But 
faetscame  under  my  observation  that  s<v«n  led  me  to  what  I  believe  to  be 
the  true  cau>e  of  destruition.  For  ins:ani-t\  during  the  period  of  my 
ivMdence  ou  St.  iiet»ii:e  Island,  dowu  to  the  year  1>S4,  there  were  always 
^^  . .  .^^.,  a  numlvr  uf  dead  pups,  the  number  of  which  I  can  not 

"*'  *  '*  jrive  exactly,  as  it  varietl  from  year  to  year,  and  was 

deiHMuleut  U]Hni  accidents  or  the  destructiveness  of  storms.  Young 
seals  do  not  know  how  xo  swim  t'M»!u  birth,  nor  do  they  learn  how  for 
six  weeks  or  two  months  ai\er  birth.  an«l  therefore  ;ue  at  the  mercy  of 
the  waves  diirinjr  stormy  weather.  Rut  trx>m  the  year  1S84  down  to  the 
period  when  1  lett  St.  iiei»rj;e  Island,  theie  was  a  marked  increase  in 
the  nnmlvr  of  dead  pu]»  seals,  aiuounti'.i^.  perhaps,  to  a  trebling  of  the 
numbtTSobsi^rvetl  in  fornu-r  vears,  m>  that  1  would  estimate  the  number 
of  dead  |uips  in  the  year  ISST  at  alvnit  tive  or  seven  thousand  as  A 
maximum. 

I  also  noticed  duriusr  my  last  two  or  thnv  ye^irs.  among  the  number 
oi  deail  pups,  an  iuenviSi-  of  at  le.vst  To  i»er  et-nt  of  those  which  were 
emaciated  and  ^HH^r.  and  in  my  inds::n»v.i  they  diwi  At»m  want  of  nour- 
islimeni.  their  mothers  haviu::  Ihvu  kilhii  while  awav  firom  the  island 
feedinir.  bin-ause  it  is  a  favt  tliat  pups  aiN«w;u\l  or  killed  by  accidents 
were  ahuost  invariably  fa:,  l.eanrlr.^  :V.r:lier.  through  the  London 
sales,  oi  the  iueivase  in  the  inlacie  sea'lTijr.  it  Ixvame  my  firm  convio- 
tion  that  the  ixMistaut  i?uuase  in  :\\v  ivar.il»er  of  dead  pujis  and  the 
dci  veas<-  in  the  numlvroi  marketaMe  simIs  and  breeding  ^males  found 
or.  The  :sl.r^.iis  t:uri:iir  tb.eytars  1SV\  l^v?.  and  ISST  w»>e  caused  by 
:  *: .  1  ■  le^: :  ;:* : : « •: \  **\  wi n a  le  sea  ■  s  in  t  he  o^.  H*n  s^-a.  either  before  or  after 

civir.c  birTh  x*^  the  v»'.:v»s.  The  mother  seals  go  tofee<l- 
j«.t'..  viS/'-.v^r'"'"'   '"^  ^"'•.ru:>  iii>:.iv.:  i:>^!n  The  islands,  and  lean  only 

a<<-»  •:;:::  :••:  The  muv.^Nt  of  star  veil  pups  by  supposing 
:':..i:  :!:e:T  ::v«:V;ers  a:f  k::loi  wV.ih-  :if»V!i:i:. 
As  I  ;i:;der>:;ri;i  iV.e  :Vu :  to  be,  -..*♦>:   •!  tl.e  seals  killed  in  the  open 

Sea  ,r.i  Ti  ";K:^les.     My  :\;is  •■::  :  c  this  ixmeludion  are  (1) 

.r^:.l'l-^:v.!^LV"   ^"'*^  •^"•'*  "^y  KV..•^^*^1:^v  .'f  The  scaL  I  know  that  tJie 

fev.;.^'f  w'r.o:i  V;rav>  wi:!!  nouiij:.  as  they  axte  during  the 
early  par;  of  The  seaMV.^  when  iv.  The-r  way  to  the  n^^keries  where  they 
arv  delivered  duri:..:  the  nioi.Ths  oi  .lune  a.id  «hih\  are  mudilMMivierin 
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the  water  and  much  less  able  to  escape,  because  they  are  capable  of  re- 
maining under  water  to  escape  for  a  very  much  less  period  of  time  than 
when  they  are  not  heavy  with  young,  or  than  the  male  seal  would  be; 
and  (2)  because  I  have  personally  inspected  skins  taken  npon  the  three 
schooners  0?itrar(i,  Caroitwe,  and  TAorwkm,  which  skins     ^       .     ^. 

.,  •T>«         c>i  i-ij'TTii  1  Examination   of 

taken  in  Bering  Sea  were  landed  m  Unalaska  and  were  catch  of  the  onwaro, 
then  personally  inspected  by  me  in  the  month  of  May,   £^7"***'  ^^  ^^^"»* 
1887.    The  total  number  of  skins  so  examined  by  me 
was  about  2,000,  and  of  that  number  at  least  80  per  cent  were  the  skins 
of  females.    I  have  also  examined  the  skins  taken  by  the  United  States 
revenue  cutter  Rtish  from  one  of  the  IS^orth  Pacific  Islands,  where  they 
had  been  deposited  by  what  is  known  as  a  poaching  schooner  and  taken 
to  Unalaska,  which  numbered  about  400  skins,  and  of  that  400  skins  at 
least  80  per  cent  were  the  skins  of  female  seals.    I  have  also  examined 
the  skins  seized  from  the  James  Hamilton  Lewis  in  the 
year  1891,  by  the  Kussian  gunboat  Aleute^  numbering  L^i^Heiz^^^mi? 
41G,  of  which  at  least  90  per  cent  were  the  skins  of  fe- 
male seals,  and  from  my  long  observation  of  seals  and  seal  skins,  I  am 
able  to  tell  the  difference  between  the  skin  of  a  male  and  the  skin  of  a 
female  seal. 

From  my  knowledge  of  the  aquatic  habits  of  the  seal  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  accurate  shooting  when  the  object  is  in  the  water,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  a  large  number  of  seals  are  also  killed  by  vessels  engaged 
in  the  business  of  taking  seals  in  the  open  seas,  which  ^vagteofiife 
are  not  caught.  I  am  unable  to  form  any  estimate  of 
the  number  of  seals  shot  or  speared  from  vessels,  which  are  lost,  but  in 
the  last  two  or  three  years  of  my  residence  at  St.  George  Island,  in 
taking  15,000  seals,  I  found;  approximately,  3  pounds  of  lead,  in  the 
form  of  slugs,  bullets,  and  buckshot,  which  I  personally  took  from  the 
bodies  of  male  seals,  some  of  which  were  so  badly  wounded  that  they 
would  have  died;  and  I  have  personally  examined  the  log  of  the 
schooner  Angel  DoUiej  iu  which  it  was  stated  that  the  hunters  from  that 
vessel  got  about  one  seal  out  of  every  ten  seals  shot  at;  also  that  on 
one  occasion  they  fired  250  rounds  and  got  20  seals;  on  another  occa- 
sion 100  cartridges  and  got  6  seals;  and  which  log  also  stated  that  the 
captain  personally  shot  and  killed  7  seals  of  which  he  got  only  one. 

Deponent  further  says  that  he  thinks  that  the  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  seals  found  in  the  rookeries  and  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
dead  pups  are  caused  directly  by  the  open-sea  sealing  commonly  called 
poaching  and  that  the  prohibition  of  such  poaching  is 
necessary  to  the  preservation  of  the  herds,  and  that  ^^5^.°*^^^^°  neces- 
from  what   he  has  himself  seen  he  thinks,   if  such 
poaching  be  not  prohibited  the  herds  will  be  practically  exterminated 
-i;\T[thin  five  years.    One  cause  of  destruction  is  raiding,  jjaidin 
which  has  been  done  upon  the  shores  of  the  islands.         ^^' 
A  half  dozen  such  raids  are  known  to  me  personally;  but,  while  it  is 
not  possible  for  me  to  state  with  certainty  the  skins  actually  secured 
by  such  raids,  I  believe  that,  although  such  raiding  is  detrimental,  its 
injurious  effect  as  conix)ared  with  the  disastrous  results  of  pelagic  seal- 
ing is  insignificant. 

Thomas  F.  Mougan. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  April,  1802. 

[L.  S.]  SeVELLON  a.  l^KOWN, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  District  of  Columbia^  U,  iS.  A. 
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Deposition  of  John  M,  Morton  j  agent  of  the  lessees  and  Trea4fury  agent  an 

the  Prihilof  Islands, 

HABITS. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Jqhn  M.  MortoD,  having  been  dnly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:    I  am 

United  States  shipping  commissioner  at  San  Francisco.    The  Ahiska 

Commercial  Company  obtained  the  lease  of  tlie  seal  islands  in  1870.     In 

^  the  fall  of  that  vear  1  went  to  Alaska  on  the  steamer 

Conntantine  as  an  agent  of  said  company,  arriving  at  St. 
Paul  Island  in  October,  where  1  remained  until  the  close  of  the  sealing 
season  in  the  following  year.  During  the  summer  of  1872,  I  visited  afi 
of  the  trading  posts  of  the  company,  both  on  the  mainland  of  Alaska 
and  the  various  islands,  thus  si)ending  the  entire  summer  in  Bering  Sea. 
This  trip  was  extended  to  Copper  and  Bering  islands,  belonging  to  the 
Eussians,  and  of  whicli  members  of  the  Alaska  ("ommercial  Company 
had  control  at  that  time,  and  to  Petropaulovski  in  Kamclmtka.  In 
the  c(mrse  of  our  voyage  in  1872,  we  touched  twice  at  the  seal  islands 
of  Alaska,  spending  there  altogether,  perhaps,  a  week  or  ten  days. 
During  our  stay  at  St.  Paul  this  year,  I  visited  (in  July)  most  of  the 
rookeries  and  hauling  grounds  of  the  fur-seals. 

The  summer  of  1873  I  spent  on  St.  George,  and  while  there  my 
business  called  me  frequently  to  the  various  portions  of  the  island 
where  the  seals  were  accustomed  to  congrc^gate.  I  did  not  go  to 
Alaska  in  1874,  but  in  1875  and  again  in  1870  I  w  ent  north,  spending 
both  seasons  on  St.  Paul  Island.  I  resigned  my  position  with  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company  in  the  fall  of  1870,  but  in  the  spring  of 
1877  I  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  Treasury  agent  at  the  seal 
islands  (in  charge),  and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  my  official  du- 
ti(?s  in  May  of  that  year.  During  my  residence  on  the  island,  which, 
so  far  as  the  sealing  seasons  were  concerned,  i)ractically  covered  a 
period  of  eight  years  (from  1870  to  1878  inclusive),  I  obtained  a  full 
knowledge  of  X\\ii  sealing  business  in  its  various  branches,  and  became 
fann'liar  with  all  of  the  grounds  occui)ied  by  the  fur  seals. 

1  was  at  all  times  greatly  interested  in  observing  the  movements  and 
habits  of  these  animals  and  scarcely  a  day  passed  that  I  did  not  visit 
one  or  more  of  the  rookeries.  During  the  seasons  of  1877  and  1878, 
while  serving  in  the  capacity  of  special  Treasury  agent,  I  devoted  my 
best  attention  and  study  to  this  subject.  It  may  be  said  in  the  start 
that  the  grounds  held  by  the  fur-seals  are  known  at  the  islands  as 

"rookeries"  and  'Miauling  gnmnds."    On  the  former 

RooktTii'8  and  haul-  are  fouud  the  breeding  seals,  viz,  the  full-grown  males 

tionof.  not  less  than  six  years  ot  age,  and  temales  of  three 

years  old  and  ui)wards.  The  gnmnds  comprising  the 
rookeries  slope  upward  from  tin*  sea  in  a  gradual  and  easy  manner,  and 
are  characterized  by  hard  dry  surfaces  of  volcanic  c<*ment  or  basaltic 
rock.  They  are  readily  accessible  from  the  water  and  possess  other 
favorable  conditions  lor  occupancy  by  the  seal  life. 

The  first  arrivals  of  seals  at  the  islands  usually  take  plac(^  early  in  May, 
Arrival  of  bulla  Thcsc  are  of  the  class  of  large  bulls  which  o(*cupy  posi- 
tions on  the  rookeries.  The  females,  as  a  class,  begin 
to  appear  in  June,  and  by  the  middle  of  July  the  whole  of  the  vast 

...  -  herd  may  be  said  to  have  arrived  and  established  itself. 

Arrival  oi  COWS 

The  females  soon  after  their  arrival  give  birth  to  their 
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young  and  are  limited,  so  far  as  I  liave  been  able  to  observe  from  long 
and  close  observation  of  the  rookeries  during  tlie  breed-  ^ 

..-,,.„  *^  Cows  uniparuuB. 

ing  season,  to  a  single  '*  pay)." 

The  statement  that  the  fur-seal  may  bear  and  rear  its  young  at  sea 
as  well  as  on  land  is,  in  my  opinion,  wholly  gratuitous. 
I  am  unable  to  conceive  of  any  ground  whatever  upon  ^.^^^lasJ^i^irthimpcw. 
which  to  base  such  an  assertion.  When  born  the 
'^pup"  is  an  excjeediiigly  stupid  animal,  with  an  abnormal  develop- 
ment of  head,  and  is  apparently  incapable  of  any  exertion,  except  in 
the  way  of  exercising  its  lungs.  At  this  time  it  is  certainly  not  an  am- 
phibious animal,  for  it  does  not  attemi)t  to  approach  the  water  for  a 
month  or  two  after  its  birth,  and  in  its  first  natatorial  efforts  not  only 
does  it  seem  to  require  instruction  from  the  older  seals,  but  considera- 
ble practice  is  also  necessary  in  the  shallow  waters 
along  the  beaches  before  it  dares  to  venture  away  from  ^J^^*^  leamiug  to 
the  shore  and  among  the  turbulent  waves  of  Bering 
Sea.  In  my  opinion,  the  seal  "pup"  when  its  first  introduction  to  the 
world  takes  place  at  sea  must  inevitably  perisli.  Assuming  that  it  miglit 
float  on  the  surface  of  the  water  for  a  while,  what  is  to  become  of  it 
during  the  long  voyages  the  mother  must  now  make  in  search  of  nour- 
ishment for  it  and  herself?  The  supposition  that  it  would  be  able  to 
accompany  her  on  such  journeys  is  equally  as  absurd  as  the  idea  of  its 
being  left  unprotected  on  the  surface  of  a  stormy  sea  while  awaiting 
her  return. 

I  desire  also  to  express  my  belief  concerning  the  seal  life  that  the  act 
of  copulation  can  not  be  successfully  performed  in  the 
water.  Those  who  have  witnessed  its  accomplishment  w?t«riIn!u?]I.niiL  ^^® 
on  the  rookeries  must  coincide  with  such  opinion.  A 
firm  foundation  for  the  support  of  the  animals,  which  the  ground  sup- 
plies, and  the  water  does  not,  is  indispensable  to  oppose  the  pushing 
motion  and  forceful  action  of  the  posterior  parts  of  the  male  which  he 
exerts  during  coition.  The  closest  observation  which  I  have  been  able 
to  give  to  the  movements  and  habits  of  the  seals  hi  the  water  has  fur- 
nished no  evidence  to  controvert  the  above  opinion. 

The  rutting  season  among  the  seals  continues  through  the  months  of 
June  and  July  and  into  the  early  part  of  August,  and 
upon  its  subsidence  the  rookery  bulls,  after  their  long    ""  ^""  ««a»on. 
fasting  of  two  or  three  months,  after  many  sanguinary  battles,  worn, 
starved,  and  emaciated,  return  to  the  water.     Younger  males  now  make 
their  appearance  on  the  rookeries,  coming  and  going  at  will;  and  now 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  "pups,"  "podded"  together  near 
the  beaches  or  plunging  and  rolling  in  the  surf,  may  be  seen.    By  the 
middle  of  September  the  systematic  organization  of  the  rookeries  is 
entirely  broken  up,  and  the  major  ])art  of  the  seals  have  left  the  land. 
The  seal  life  seems  reluctant  to  depart  from  the  islands,  ^.  ^^,^^^^^^ 
and  does  not  entirely  disappear  before  December  or      ^^'^  ^""' 
January;  while  indeed,  if  the  winter  be  an  open  and  mild  one,  some 
of  the  old  males  will  not  depart  at  all.    The  seals  are  undoubtedly 
driven  from  the  islands  by  the  severe  winter  climate  of  Bering  Sea 
and  the  necessity  of  seeking  food.     Were  it  not  for  these  facts,  I  should 
be  unable  to  conceive  of  any  reason  for  their  migration. 

The  rookeries  are  covered  by  the  breeding  seals  in  a  very  compact 
and  regular  manner.    There  is  no  evidence  of  crowd- 
ing or  bunching  in  one  place,  or  scattering  in  another,  rc^km^?"^  ^^  *^* 
and  apparently  no  spaces  within  their  limits,  suitable 
for  occupancy,  which  are  not  covered.    It  is  evident  from  this  system- 
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atic  arraiigemeiit  and  distribution  that  any  expansion  or  contraction 
which  may  tiike  place  of  the  rookery  boundaries  must  show  a  cor- 
resi>onding  increase  or  diminution  of  their  population;  and  further^ 
that  as  the  rookeries  enlarge  or  diminish  so  in  a  like  ratio  will  the 
general  body  of  the  seal  life  be  affected.  By  careful  and  intelligent 
study,  then,  of  the  breeding  grounds,  any  material  (*hanges  which  may 
take  place  from  year  to  year  in  the  numerical  condition  of  the  seal  life 
on  the  two  islands  may  be  determined.  1  may  state  that  the  sum  of 
my  observations  in  the  above  relation  on  the  Pribiloff  Islands  at  the 

close  of  the  season  of  1878  clearly  indicated  that  since 

i87o«mdW78*^^^*°  ^^^^^  ^^®  rookcrics  had  increased  in  an  apjireciable 

manner,  and  I  may  add  that  such  was  the  opinion  of 
everybody  on  the  ishuids  wlio  had  given  the  subject  any  careftil  study. 
During  the  years  I  have  mentioned,  to  wit,  from  1870  to  1878,  inclusive, 
the  stock  of  killable  seals  was  always  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  the 
annual  demands  made  upon  it  by  the  lessees  and  still  leave  in  reserve 
a  proper  supply  of  males  for  future  use  on  the  rookeries. 
The  slaughter  of  animals  for  their  skins  was  always  conducted  care- 
^  fully  and  systematically,  and  in  accordance  with  wise 

°^  regulations  kK)king  to  the  proper  protection  and  con- 

servation of  the  seal  life.  The  killing  of  females  was  i)rohibited,  and, 
fortunately,  a  strict  adherence  to  the  law  in  this  respect  was  entirely 
practicable  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  '^bachelors  "  or  killable  seals 
occupy  positions  on  the  islands  separate  and  apart  from  the  breeding 
animals,  so  that  the  latter  were  never  disturbed  in  the  drove."  There 
.  .  were  often  driven  to  the  killing  gr<mnds  at  the  same 

"^^"^  time  as  many  as  two  or  three  thousand  seals,  from 

which  were  selected  without  difficulty  such  animals  as  were  suitable 

for  slaughter,  while  all  others  were  allowed  to  return  to 
b/l™w^if/"^  ^°^^  ^^^  water.    Females  might  occasionally  appear  in  the 

drove,  but  their  presence  was  generally  known  and 
none  were  killed  except  by  accident,  which  occurred  very  rarely. 
In  the  matter  of  driving,  great  care  was  exercised  to  prevent  over- 
heating and  exhaustion  on  the  road,  and  the  loss  of 
B^a  f^°Sivkig!^**^  animals  in  this  respect  was  very  slight.    I  may  st^te 

here  that  I  have  never  seen  any  evidence  that  the  seals 
derived  any  material  injury  from  their  overland  trip  to  the  killing 
grounds.  It  has,  I  believe,  been  claimed  by  some  one  writing  on  the 
subject,  that  the  large  seals  which  have  been  thus  driven,  and  subse- 
quently in  the  culling-out  process  dismissed  from  the  herd  and  per- 
mitted to  return  to  the  water,  suffer  a  loss  of  virility  or  the  power  of 
procreation  by  their  joitrney.  Such  statement  seems  to  me  to  be  puerile 
and  altogether  unworthy  of  serious  consideration.  As  I  have  said,  the 
driving  was  done  carefully  and  without  undue  haste,  and  while  an 
animal  might  occasionally  succumb  to  the  heat  of  an  unusually  warm 
day,  as  a  rule  the  physical  exertion  called  for  on  the  part  of  the  seals 
on  these  enforced  journeys  was  not  greater  than  they  customarily  put 
forth  in  their  voluntary  ramblings  over  the  dunes  and  rocks  of  the 
islands.  Indeed,  the  mortality  among  the  seal  life  from  whatsoever 
cause,  outside  of  that  iru'ident  to  the  killing  of  the  animals  for  their 
skins,  was  always  surprisingly  small,  and  could  not  have  att'ected  the 
rookeries  in  any  appreciable  manner. 
The  seals  are  never  visited  by  jihysical  disorders  of  any  kind,  so  far 

as  I  c(mld  ascertain,  and  I  have  never  seen  on  their 
^^  dittOMea  among  bodics  any  bleuiislies,  humors  or  eruptions  whic,h  might 

be  attributed  to  disease. 
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I  am  informed  that  of  late  years  thousands  of  young  pupa  have  died 
on  the  islands  while  the  season  was  in  progress.  Cer- 
tainly  such  condition  did  not  exist  during  my  residence  *  ^^^^^' 
on  the  Pribilof  group.  The  "pups"  wer<*.  sometimes  trami)led  upon 
by  the  larger  animals,  and  dead  ones  might  be  seen  here  and  there  on 
the  rookeries  but  the  loss  in  this  particular  was  never  large  enough 
or  important  enough  to  excite  any  special  comment. 

I  have  already  stated  that  my  personal  observation  and  investiga- 
tion of  the  conditions  at  the  islands  from  1870  to  1878,  inclusive, 
showed  that  during  those  years  a  steady  expansion  of  ^ 
the  breeding  rookeries  took  place.    I  am  also  informed  'e,£S?rom  mo  to'i^! 
and  believe  that  such  expansion  continued  up  to  the 
year  1882  or  1883.    During  this  period  of  general  increase  it  is  notable 
that  the  destruction  of  animals  from  pelagic  sealing  was  comparatively 
unimportant.    But  a  few  vessels  up  to  this  time  had 
made  predatory    excursions  in  Bering  Sea,  and  the  ge^ung"*"^*'^^''^"^'' 
number  of  seals  obtained  by  them  is  known  to  have 
been  small.     Since  1883,  however,  there  is  said  to  hav(»  occurred  a  very 
material  diminution  of  the  seal  life  on  the  Pribilof     ,^ 
Islands,  due,  as  it  is  claimed,  to  a  large  and  indiscrimi- 
nate slaughter  of  these  animals  in  the  'paters  of  Bering  Sea  and  the 
Pacific  Ocean.    Tlie  cause  assigned  for  this  loss  is  un- 
doubtedly the  true  one.     If  no  other  proof  were  forth-  ej^uBc!*^^*^  sealing  tho 
coming  in  relation  to  it  the  large  display  of  dead  pups 
on  the  rookeries  would  in  itself  furnish  all  the  evidence  required.    Such 
diminution  could  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  the  result  of  the  ordinary 
yearly  slaughter  for  skins.    It  is  shown  that  an  api)re(!iable  expansion 
of  the  rookeries  took  phu^e  after  twelve  ^t  ftmrteen  years  of  such 
slaughter,  and  1  think  this  fact  conclusively  demonstrates  that  the 
number  of  seals  which  the  law  permitted  to  be  killed  each  year  was 
not  greater  than  the  known  conditions  of  the  seal's  life  would  safely 
warrant. 

The  business  of  pelagic  sealing,  if  permitted  to  be  carried  on  in  the 
northern  waters,  must  soon  result  in  the  extermination     proj^ibiuou 
of  the  seal  life  and  the  destruction  of  a  great  and  val-  sary. 
uable  industry.    It  must  produce  untold  poverty  and 
distress  among  the  native  people  of  the  seal  islands,     Effoct  of  unre- 
and  in  various  adverse  ways  affect  the  material  inter-  !^f'^  ^^^'*«**'  ""**• 
ests  of  other  Alaska  settlements  and  communities. 

1  believe  the  American  Government  to  be  justified  in  assuming  and 
maintaining  the  absolute  proprietorship  of  the  Ameri- 

1         rni-  X  AT-      1      •      ^1-     1  1  i.«  XT  American  owner- 

can  seals.    They  may,  I  think,  in  the  broad  sense  oi  the  ship  of  Heau. 
word,  be  regarded  as  domestic  animals.    They  certainly 
possess  qualities  of  a  domestic  nature  which  are  susceptible  of  a  high 
degree  of  develoimient.    During  the  first  two  or  three 
months  of  their  lives  they  are  as  gentle  and  doc'ile  as  ^4,^1""'^'*"**  natunjof 
most  domestic  animals.     They  may  be  handled  and 
petted,  will  accept  food  at  one's  hands,  can  be  taught  to  follow  one  from 
place  to  place,  and  in  various  ways  are  amenable  to  intelligent  guidance 
and  training.    Even  at  mature  age  they  an»  subject  to  as  much  con- 
trol as  are  sheei)  or  cattle.    They  may  be  driven  here  and  there  at  will ; 
may  be  separated  and  driven  t/ogetlier  again;  divided  int^)  gnm])s  or 
"  pods,"  great  or  small,  or  be  herded  by  thousands  with  less  efibrt  and 
trouble  than  bands  of  cattle  are  herded  on  the  plains.     They  are  far 
from  possessing  that  excessive  timidity  which  has  been  popularly  at- 
tiibuted  to  them.    They  soon  grow  accustomed  to  the  siglit  of  man, 
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and  in  the  absence  of  offensive  deinonslration  on  his  part  qnicHy 
learn  to  regard  his  proximity  with  indifference.  At  no  time  can  they 
be  called  aggressive  animals,  but  if  suddenly  attacked  and  their  escape 

shut    off,  thev  will    snap  and  bite  viciously.     The 
courHKeofbniis.      ^^^j.^^.^  |^^^ll  \.^yy  dcfcud   his  harcm  valiently,  and 

nothing  less  than  sui)erior  physical  force  on  the  part  of  his  adver- 
sary can  dispossess  him.  To  test  his  courage  in  this  respect  I  have 
occasionally  attacked  him  with  clubs  and  stones,  and,  though  his 
family  were  driven  oft' or  deserted  him,  he  still  held  his  ground  andsac- 
cessfully  resisted  my  utmost  efforts  to  expel  him  from  the  rookery. 
Upon  their  return  to  the  islands  in  the  spring  the  seals  approach  the 

land  confidently  and  their  occupancy  of  the  rookeries 
81^?"*^*^*"^"***'""*  -^^  regular  and  systematic.    That  the  male  seal  returns 

year  by  year  to  the  same  familiar  spot  or  ground  on 
the  rookeries,  when  it  is  possible  for  him  to  do  so,  appears  to  be  prob- 
able. I  have  seen  this  fact  demonstrate  in  certain  instimces  without 
any  possibility  of  error;  and  when  this  is  considered,  and  his  well- 
known  systematic  and  methodic  habits  are  tiiken  into  consideration^ 
the  theory  that  such  is  the  prevailing  practice,  at  least  among  the 
rookery  bulls,  seems  a  most  natural  .and  plausible  one.  « 

It  is  now  well  established  that,  outside  of  the  Pribilof  group,  there 

are  no  other  ishuuls  or  grounds  in  northwest  America 
ouih^iHiauaH^^'  """^'^   where  the  seals  haul  up  for  breeding  purposes.    These 

islands  are  their  natural  and  permanent  home,  without 
which  they  could  not  exist.  They  leave  it  only  when  necessity  demands 
and  return  to  it  as  soon  as  tlu»  climatic  ccmditions  make  it  possible  for 
them  to  do  so.  Here  they  lind  that  protection  and  suixuTision  indis- 
pensable to  the  reproduction  of  their  kind  and  the  multiplication  of 
their  numbers. 
J)uring  my  residence  on  the  islands  the  native  inhabitants  were  pros- 
perous and  contenti'd.  The  profits  resulting  from  the 
tiveT^^****"  **^  "*■  labor  of  killing  the  seals  and  salting  and  shipping  the 

skins  were  not  only  ample  to  supply  them  with  the 
needs  of  life,  but  with  many  of  its  luxuries.  Those  who  were  carefrd 
and  provident  in  the  matter  of  their  earnings  were  enabled  to  and  did 
deposit  some  portion  each  year  of  the  same  with  the  Alaska  GommeFcial 
Oompany  or  in  the  banks  of  San  Francisco. 

The  company  furnished  to  each  native  family,  without  charge,  a  com- 
fortable frame  dwelling,  employed  a  physician  (m  each  island,  and  sup- 
plied medicines  and  medical  att(»ndance  gratuitously.  It  may  be  said, 
perhaps,  that  it  was  j)lainly  in  the  interest  of  the  ccmipany  to  faithfully 
carry  out  all  of  its  obligations  designated  or  implied  by  the  terms  oi  its 
lease.  Such  was  undoubtedly  the  I'act,  but,  in  justice  to  the  lessees, 
it  should  be  stated  that  they  always  interpreted  their  contracts  in  a 
most  liberal  spirit,  and  in  many  ways  exceeded  their  obligations  as  far 
as  their  treatment  of  the  native  people  was  concerned. 

J.  M.  Morton. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  b^ibre  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1892. 
[L.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Xotary  ruhlic 


'ffsm^A 
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near  future,  that  tbey  must  be  protected  in  Bering  Sea  and  in  theli^ortb 
Pacific  Ocean.  Pelagic  sealing  must  be  absolutelypro- 
Mbited,  because  the  majority  of  seals  killed  in  this  way  ga^.^^"'"*^"*"  °^'^*" 
are  pregnant  or  milking  females,  and  this  is  certain  to 
cause  extinction  of  the  species  very  soon,  if  continued.  If  pelagic  seal- 
ing is  stopped,  and  the  present  regulations  enforced  on  the  islands,  the 
seal  herd  will  slowly  but  surely  increase  again,  as  they  did  before 
pelagic  sealing  had  grown  to  such  proportions  as  to  affect  seal  life. 

J.   H.   MOULTON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  U.  S.  A.,  this  16th  day  of  April,  1892. 
[l.  s.]  Sevellon  a.  Brown* 


Deposition  of  Joseph  Murray^  Treasury  agent  on  the  Trihilof  Islands, 

DECREASE  OF  HERD. 

Joseph  Murray,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  reside  at  Foit 
Collins,  Colo. ;  I  am  49  years  of  age,  and  I  am  the  first  ^^  ^^ 
assistant  special  agent  at  the  seal  islands  in  Bering  ^^  ^^^' 
Sea.  That  in  pursuance  of  Department  instructions  to  me,  dated  April 
20,  1889,  I  proceeded  to  the  seal  islands  and  landed  on  St.  George 
Island  May  31,  1889.  That  I  had  charge  of  that  island  until  July  1, 
1890,  and  I  was  present  during  the  whole  of  two  sealing  seasons  on  the 
island  of  St.  George. 

That  my  attention  was  called  to  the  decrease  of  seals  and  the  deple- 
tion of  the  rookeries  at  an  early  date  after  my  arrivtil.     Decrease  since  i884 
and  that  I  attempted  to  study  the  habits  and  conditions         <^^®*«®»  °^® 
and  to  note  the  numbers  of  seal  on  the  several  rookeries  and  hauling 
grounds,  and  that  the  natives  and  employes  of  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company  were  unanimous  in  their  opinions  that  the  seal  had  been  de- 
creasing steadily  and  rapidly  since  1884,  and  I  reported  the  fact  to 
Agent  Goff,  who  had  found  similar  conditions  existing 
on  St.  Paul,  and  he  so  reported  to  the  Department  and  ti^n  of1l8t^^^o°tl' 
suggested  that  not  more  than  60,000  seals  should  be 
taken  in  any  one  season  in  future. 

In  pursuance  of  instructions  from  Agent  Goff  1  left  St.  George  Island 
on  the  19th  of  July,  1890,  and  landed  on  St.  Paul  Island  on  the  20th  of 
the  same  month,  and  remained  there  until  August,  1891.    During  the 
month  of   July,  1890,  I   walked    over   the   rookeries 
and  hauling  grounds  of  St.  Paul  Island  and  Agent     nimiuished  ar^  of 
Goff  pointed  out  to  me  the  lines  to  which  in  former  Siand!^* ""  ^*^*    *" 
years  the  seals  hauled  and  the  large  areas  which  they 
covered  5  and  then  he  called  my  attention  to  the  small  strip  covered  by 
seals  on  that  date,  which  was  smaller  than  the  year  i)revious. 

Agent  Goff  stopped  the  killing  of  seals  by  the  lessees  on  and  after 
the  20th  of  July,  1890,  because  of  the  depleted  condi- 
tion of  the  hauling  grounds;  and  1  fully  concurred  in  g^^j^^^J"^  ^^  leasee* 
liis  order  and  action.  I  spent  the  sealing  season  of  *  ***^^* 
1891  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  pursuant  to  instructions  of  Agent  Williams, 
I  gave  my  time  and  special  attention  to  the  study  of  the  condition  of 
the  rookeries,  both  the  breeding  and  grounds.  I  visited  the  rookeries 
daily  from  the  7th  to  the  22d  of  July— during  the  period  when  the  rook* 
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eries  are  fullest  and  at  their  best — and  I  carefully  noted  their  condition 
and  the  number  of  seals;  the  number  of  cows  to  the  family,  and  the 
number  of  idle,  vip:orous  bulls  upon  each  rookery. 

From  the  experience  gained  and  observations  made  during  three 
killing  seasons,  from  the  information  gleaned  from  men  who  have  de- 
voted their  lives  to  the  practical  side  ot  tlie  seal  question,  and  from  the 
books  and  reports  in  the  Government  ofiices  <m  the  islands,  I  am  able 
Cause  of  decreaw     ^^  ^*^^  that,  ill  my  opinion,  there  is  only  one  great  cause 
ecreaw.     ^^.  ^^^^  decrease  of  the  fur  seal,  and  that  is  the  killing  of 
the  females  by  pelagic  hunting.    During  my  observations  in  1890, 1  was 
led  to  believe  that  the  decrease  was  partly  due  to  the  lack  of  bulls  cm 
the  breeding  rookeries,  and  I  so  reported  to  Agent  Golf;  but  after 
thoroughly  investigating  the  subject  the  next  year  by  daily  visits  to 
the  breeding  grounds  of  the  several  rookeries,  where  I  saw  nearly  every 
cow  with  a  pup  by  her  side;  and  hundreds  of  vigorous  bulls  without 
V         it    fbuii    ^'^*^'^  cows,  1  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  no 
.  oBoarc  yo       s.  ^^.^^^^  j^^  the  thcory,  and  that  it  was  the  cows  that  were 

scarce  and  steadily  decreasing.     Had  I  had  a  doubt,  it  would  have 

been  dispelled  when  I  was  informed  that  the  combined 

ou^oT^ea™    ^*"^^^  fleets  had  warned  ninety-one  poaching  schooners  out 

of  Bering  Sea  betore  August  1*5,  1891,  and  that  each 

of  the  schooners  had   sealskins  on  board,  whicli,  in  the  aggregate, 

Ninet    M-r  vvut  of  "ii"*^<^i'^'<^  about  .SO.OOO,  of  wliicli  90  per  cent  were 

RkinrmJ"boanr  f^    fouud  to  be  fcmalcs.     On  the  19th  of  August,  1891, 1 

'""^^"•*-  saw  the  young  i)U])s  lying  dead  upon  the  rookeries  of 

St.  Pjinl,  and  I  estimated  their  number  to  be  not  less  than  30,000;  and 

jj^^  ^  ^  they  had  died  from  starvation,  their  mothers  having 

^"^*  been  killed  at  the  feeding  grounds  by  pelagic  hunters. 

Joseph  Murray. 

District  of  CoLrMuiA, 

City  of  Washi}tgfon,  ss: 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  betore  me  this  19th  day  of  March,  1802. 

Chas!  L.  Hughes, 

Notap-y  Fuhlie. 


T>epnHlilon  of  S,  /?.  Xfitlcton,  Tteasunf  agent  on  the  PribUof  lalapifls. 

UARITS:    PELAc;iC   SEALING. 

S.  R.  Xettleton,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows:  My  place 
of  residence  since  .May,  1 891 ,  has  been  S(»attle,AVashington.  F(»r  a  period 
of  nineteen  years  prior  to  tliat  dat(*  1  was  a  resident  of  the  State 
ot*  Minnesota.  My  occupati<m  was  that  of  a  real  estate  and  invest- 
ment broker.  In  the  autumn  of  1SS9  I  went  to  the  island  of  St.  Paul, 
one  of  the  Pribilof  groui),  as  a  special  agent  of  Ihe  Treasury  ])ej)art- 
ment.  In  August,  1890,  1  returned  to  Ihe  States  an<l  stayed  until  the 
spring  of  1891,  when  1  returned  to  said  island  of  St.  l^aul.  I  remained 
there  during  the  months  of  June  and  July  of  that  year,  and  was 
then  transferred  to  the  island  of  St.  (leorge.  wlu»re  I  remain(»d  until 
June,  1891*. 

In  discharge  of  my  duties  as  Treasury  ag«'nt  1  made  such  observa- 
tions as  could  be  taken  fnun  the  breeding  rookeries 

xponence.  ^^^^^  hauliug  gnmuils  on  the  islands,  and  in  the  waters 

immediately  adjacent  thereto,  and  which  enable  me  to  make  the  follow- 
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ing  statement  of  facts;  and  from  personal  observatioh  as  rrell  as  informa- 
tion received  from  the 'native  inhabitants  of  said  islands,  and  wliite 
men  resident  thereon,  I  have  formed  the  opinions  herein  expressed, 
based  ui)on  infornlation  and  belief: 

The  Pribilof  Islands,  by  reason  of  their  isolated  location,  cool  and 
humid  climate,  rocky  shores,  and  the  fog  which  pre- 
vails j&rom  early  spring  until  late  autumn,  are  peculiarly  ia^ni"***^  features  of 
well  fitted  to  be  the  home  of  the  fur-seal. 

1  do  not  know  by  what  instinct  they  were  led  to  this  remote  region  to 
which  they  yearly  return.    The  bulls  begin  to  arrive     Arrival  of  uuiu 
upon  the  breeding  rookeries  about  the  Ist  to  the  10th        "^^^ 
of  May;  they  then  select  their  locations,  which  they  hold  during  the 
season.    During  the  latter  part  of  June  and  the  early  part  of  July  the 
cows  begin  to  arrive  heavy  with  young,  of  which  they     .    .    ,  ^ 

ji*  J  ■n        I*     j^        •ij.'i  1*1^         j^%     •         Arrival  ot  cows. 

are   delivered,  usually,  forty-eight   hours  atter  their 
arrival.    In  about  the  same  length  of  time  after  the  birth  of  their  one 
pup  they  have  coition  with  the  male,  upon  the  rookeries,  and  then 
return  to  the  water  to  feed.    The  bull — ^the  lord  of  the    ^., 

-I  .  ^i  1  I       •         ^i  J.'  Life  on  rookeries. 

harem — ^remains  on  the  rookery  during  the  entire  sea- 
son of  about  four  months,  protecting  the  young  and  preventing  the 
invasion  of  his  domain  by  neighboring  bulls  and  from  the  young  and 
vigorous  bachelors  who  have  not  yet  reaehed  the  age  and  condition  of 
strength  to  enable  them  to  cope  successfully  with  the  older  males,  who, 
by  reason  of  their  superior  strength,  are  able  to  hold  tlieir  position 
against  all  comers. 

Duiing  my  stay  on  the  islands  I  have  never  seen  a  time  during  the 
breeding  season  when  there  has  not  been  a  number  of  .  ^ 

large,  vigorous  young  bulls  hanging  about  the  borders  *  vigorous. 

of  the  rookeries  watching  for  an  opportunity  to  get  a  position  of  their 
own. 

The  pup  when  born  is  as  helpless  as  a  newborn  lamb,  and  as  inca- 
pable of  fiving  upon  the  water.     It  is  not  until  six  or 
eight  weeks  old  that  the  pup  of  the  fur-seal  can  swim.   e^iHj;"  ^''^""'"s  ^** 
At  that  age  they  form  themselves  into  ''pods-'  and 
work  themselves  down  to  the  water's  edge;  after  several  days   of 
repeated  trials  and  faihu'es  they  finally  learn  to  swim. 

If  for  any  reason  the  cow  should  not  be  able  to  reach  the  rookery 
in  time  to  give  birth  to  her  pup,  and  it  should  be  born 
in  the  water  the  pup  would  of  necessity  be  drowned.   ^.Ji^J***  ""^  ^**^"  *" 
If,  as  is  often  the  case,  a  pup  should  be  swept  from  the 
roekery  into  the  surf  before  it  had  learned  to  swim,  it  would  be  drowned. 
Every  season  young  pups  in  more  or  less  numbers  are  thus  drowned. 

Referring  to  the  question  as  to  whether  pehigic*  coition  is  possible, 
I  have  to  say  that  I  have  never  seen  it  attein])tecl,  but 
from  my  observations  I  have  come  to  the  coin^lusion   ,^,^"j.    ^^*«<i»n>J    '» 
that  pelagic  coition  is  a  physical  impossibility. 

Upon  my  first  visit  to  the  rookeries  jind  hauling  grounds  of  the  island 
of  St.  Paul,  my  attention  was  attracted  to  the  evidences  of  rcr(Mit  and 
remote  occupancy  by  the  seals.  Marked  difl'erences  were  noticeable  in 
the  appearance  of  vegetation  on  large  areas  formerly  o(Tn])ie(l  as  breed- 
ing and  hauling'grounds,  while  near  the  water's  edge,  more  rectently 
occupied,  the  ground  was  entirely  bare  of  vegetation,  enabling  one  to 
trace  the  gradual  decrease  of  areas  occupied  during 
the  la«t  six  to  eight  years.  My  examination  of  the 
rookeries  on  St.  Paul  and  St.  Georg(»  during  the  years  189()-'91  and 
1892  enabled  me  to  trace  the  yearly  decreasing  area  occu])ied  by  the 
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fur-seals  on  these  islands.  Aside  from  tin*  evidences  of  deserted  rook- 
eries and  haiilin<^  grounds  shown  by  tli(»  jri'ounds  themselves,  1  was 
sliown  by  native  inhabitants  of  each  island  the  grounds  occupied  in 
foiiuer  years  now  deserted  and  ^rass  p:rown.    The  silent  witness  of  the 

Rook  •  d  •  rted  ^^^'"^^^'^^'^  rookeries  bears  out  the  testimony  of  the  resi- 
dent agents  of  the  lessees  of  the  islands,  and  of  the  na- 
tive inhabitants  of  the  islands,  that  the  number  of  seals  on  the  islands 
began  to  decrease  with  the  advent  of  pelagic  sealing,  and  that  the 
yearly  decrc^ase  has  been  in  proportion  with  the  yearly  increase  in  the 
number  of  vessels  (»ngaged  in  that  enterprise. 

The  result  of  my  observations  of  the  methods  of  driving  the  seals 

from  the  hauling  grounds  to  the  killing  grounds  is  that 

^^^*°^'  a  very  small  fraction  of  1  per  cent  of  the  seals  die 

from  being  overdriven  or  from  l>eing  overheated  in  driving.  From 
my  personal  knowledge  of  the  number  of  seals  killed  upon  the  Pribilof 

^  ,,      .      ^    ^    Islands  by  raids  upon  the  rookeries  during  my  resi- 

Kiiids  unimportaDt.      ,  ^,      "^  !/»•/»  x«  •       j  j.i-  i_     j.i_ 

deuce  there,  and  from  information  gained  through  other 

sources,  I  conclude  that  the  number  of  fur-seals  killed  is  infinitely  smaTl 

compared  with  the  number  killed  in  i)elagic  sealing;  so  small,  in  fact, 

as  to  have  no  appreciable  effect  upon  seal  life  upon  the  islands. 

As  one  result  of  my  study  of  sc^al  life  on  the  islands  I  have  come  to 

the  conclusion  that  if  pelagic  sealing  in  Bering  Sea 
Extenuinaiion  from  ^nd  Xorth  Paciflc  sliould  contiuue  for  a  period  of  five 

years  to  the  same  extent  as  now  practiced,  seal  lif« 
ui)on  the  Pribilof  Islands  will  have  become  extinct. 

S.  li.  ^ETTLETON. 

On  this  9th  day  of  July,  181)2,  before  me,  A.  T.  McCargar,  a  notary 
public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington,  personally  appeared  S.  B. 
Nettleton,  to  me  personally  known  to  be  the  individual  who  signed  and 
sealed  the  above  instrument  as  his  voluntary  iwit  and  deed. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  the  date  above  mentioned. 
[SEAL.]  A.  T.  McCakgae, 

Notary  Puhlie  in  and  for  the  St<ite  of 

WaMnytony  residing  at  Seattle. 


Pepofiition  of  GuHlareXiehaum,  formerly  an  employe  of  the  Russian  Amer- 
ican  Company^  and  vice-president  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company^ 
etc, 

management  on  pribilof  and  russian  islands. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Gustave  Niebaum,  having  be(^n  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 

50  years  old,  a  resident  of  San  Francisco,  and  a  mer- 

hxpo  eiico.  chant  and  ship  owner.      I  was  born  in  llelsingfors, 

Finland,  and  became  an  American  citizen  by  the  transfer  of  Alaska  to 
the  United  States.  1  entered  the  service  of  the  liussian  American  Com- 
nn»r(*ial  (Company  in  1858,  and  was  in  command  of  one  of  their  vessels 
from  180(5  until  the  cession  of  Alaska  to  the  United  States.  I  am,  and 
have  been  for  several  years  i)ast,  vice-])resident  and  a  director  of  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company,  and  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hutchinson, 
Kohl  &  Co.,  the  former  lessees,  respectively,  of  the  i^Jaska  and  Sibe- 
rian sealeries. 
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In  these  various  positions  the  care  and  managemtiitof  seal  rookeries 
and  system  and  methods  of  killing  seals  and  curing  and  transporting 
their  skins  to  market  has  been  my  study.  I  visited  the  Pribilof  Isl- 
ands in  1867  and  had  charge  of  seal  killing  there  in  1868  and  18(>0. 
When  the  Alaska  Commercial  Cojnpany  obtained  the  lease  in  1870,  of 
the  right  to  take  seals  for  their  skins,  I  instructed  the  superintendent 
and  agents  of  the  company  in  regard  to  the  way  in  which  tlie  work  had 
been  done,  and  outlined  to  them  the  policy  to  be  pursued  in  the  future. 
The  lease  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  had  twenty  years  to  run, 
and  it  was  for  our  interests  that  the  very  best  methods  should  be 
adopted  for  managing  not  only  the  "bachelors,  "then  ready  for  slaughter, 
but  also  the  breeding  herds  upon  which  the  future  of  our  business  de- 
pended. To  this  end  I  directed  our  superintendent  of 
the  sealeries  to  observe  the  greatest  care  in  driving,  pi^^H'i^nossei^.  ^"* 
handling,  and  killing  the  seals,  cautioning  him  to  allow 
nothing  to  be  done  that  would  in  any  way  tend  to  alarm  or  distiu^b 
them,  or  in  the  least  degree  interfere  with  their  already  well-known 
orderly,  regular  habits  of  breeding  and  migration. 

The  instructions  were  explicit  that  no  females  should  be  killed,  and, 
further,  that  bulls  enough  of  mature  age  should  be  preserved  to  serve 
them.  In  order  to  see  that  these  instructions  were  followed  and  the 
business  put  upon  what  I  confidently  believed  to  be  the  riglit  basis,  I 
visited  the  islands  in  1871  and  1872  and  again  in  1877,  and  was  more 
than  satisfied  with  the  result  of  my  investigations.  The  work  was 
being  carried  on  at  these  times  in  a  highly  systematic,  ^  ^  .»  , 
orderly  manner,  showing  great  improvements  over  the  miarr  American  man- 
way  of  doing  it  under  Kussian  regime,  and  the  result  ae«"><^°^ 
of  good  management  showed  itself  on  every  hand.  The  breeding 
rookeries  had  largely  expanded  in  1877  over  the  limits  of  1869,  as  I 
personally  observed  and  as  I  was  informed  by  the  Treasury  agent  in 
charge,  by  our  superintendent,  and  by  the  native  chiefs.  The  natives 
were  enthusiastic  in  their  praise  of  the  American  way  of  doing  busi- 
ness and  conducting  sealing,  as  compared  with  what  they  had  been 
accustomed  to  in  former  years. 

Yet  it  required  no  very  deep  study  nor  occult  knowledge  to  bring 
about  the  healthy  growth  of  the  seal  rookeries.  It  was 
simply  needed  to  treat  them  as  our  ordinary  domestic  now  the  grt>wth  of 
animals  are  treated  to  produce  the  same  result.  The  «;;ji>«»^^"^^««pro- 
seals  are  polygamous,  as  our  horses,  cattle,  and  sheep 
are,  and  the  best  methods  of  breeding  these  is  equally  advantageous 
when  applied  to  the  seals.  It  is  an  indisputable  fact,  and  known  to  the 
most  ordinary  breeder  of  domestic  animals,  that  any  sur])lus  of  males 
is  a  positive  injury,  and  results  in  a  progeny  inferior  in  size,  quality,  and 
numbers  produced.  The  fierce  struggles  of  the  surplus  male  seals  to 
gain  a  foothold  on  the  breeding  grounds  create  great  disorder  and  com- 
motion, and  often  end  in  crushing  the  pups,  and  sometimes  even  in  kill- 
ing the  mothers.  This  was  so  well  understood  by  the  Eussians  that 
long  before  the  cession  of  Alaska  they  ordered  the  slaughter,  we  are 
told  by  Veniaminof,  of  the  superannuated  males,  in  order  to  clear  the 
way  for  vigorous  stock.  They  succeeded  by  this  intelligent  course  in 
bringing  up  the  rookeries  Irom  their  dei)leted  condition  of  about  1840, 
consequent  upon  the  bad  management  of  i)rior  years,  and  the  uupro- 
pitious  season  of  1835,  when  the  ice  nearly  annihilated  the  seal  life,  to 
the  productiveness  in  which  we  found  tlieni  in  186(S.  We  ('ontinued 
the  same  system,  with  slight  modifications,  and  had  every  reason,  u]) 
to  1882,  to  exptjct  to  be  able  to  return  the  property  to  the  LTnit^nl  States 
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at  the  expiration  of  our  lease  in  better  condition  than  when  we  received 
it.  But  a  force  was  already  gaining  momentum  long  before  we  noticed 
any  serious  disturbance  of  th<f  herd  on  the  islands  that  was  destined  to 
disappoint  our  exi)ectations,  and,  if  not  checked,  to  utterly  destroy  the 
commercial  value  of  the  sealeries. 
The  practice  of  ])elagi(*  seal  hunting  was  followed  by  the  northwest 
Re«iiitrt  of  )eia  ir  ^'^^**^  ludiaus  iVoni  their  earliest  history,  but  amounted 
MAiiDg  bv  miATiweat  to  SO  littlc  US  to  bc  inaii}>reeiable  on  the  islands.  Even 
predaw"on"HiaudS!'    ***^*^*'  ^^'^"^c  huutcrs  cugagcd  iu  it  in  a  limited  way  our 

losses  from  this  source  were  attributed  to  the  marine 
enemies  of  the  seals,  and  was  so  far  overcome  by  the  good  management 
on  the  islands  as  to  permit  the  grf)wth  of  the  herd  to  continue  so  long 
as  it  was  limiteil  to  a  few  vessels  and  confined  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
Oregon,  Washington,  and  British  Columbian  roasts.  But  even  before 
any  considerable  slaughter  had  taken  place  in  the  waters  of  Bering 

Sea,  as  early  as  1882,  it  was  noticed  that  the  rookeries 
tJeV^^^dinim!^'  ^^^  stopped  expanding,  though  they  were  treated  in 

every  way  as  they  always  haxl  been.    An  examination 
of  the  London  Catalogue  of  sealskin  sales  shows  that  the  "Victoria 
catch"  already  aggregat^fd  a  very  considerable  number  of  skins  and 
now^  brings  home  the  conviction  that  pelagic  sealing,  when  confined 
almost  wholly  to  the  Pacific,  is  still  a  very  dangerous  enemy  of  seal 
life  on  the  islands. 
After  1886  the  force  of  pelagic  hunters  was  greatly  augmented,  and 
iiicreaae  in  pelagic  bccamc  uiorc  and  morc  aggi-essive,  and  their  field  of 
«•!»'!"«  "fterisS  and  operations  widely  extended,  until  they  appeared  in 
K-reo  .  alarming  numbers  in  Bering  Sea  in  1884  and  1885.    In 

1887  we  were  forced  to  commence  taking  smaller  skins  in  order  to  obtain 
our  quota  and  preserve  enough  breeding  bulls.  In  1888  they  were  still 
smaller,  while  in  1880  more  than  half  of  them  were  such  as  we  would 
not  have  killed  in  former  years,  and  we  called  the  attention  of  the 
Treasury  Department  to  the  evident  diminution  of  seal  lite,  and  recom- 
mended that  fewer  seals  be  killed  in  future.  There  can  be  no  question 
as  U)  the  cause  of  the  diminution.  It  is  the  direct  result  of  pelagic 
sealing,  and  the  same  destru(Aion,  if  continued  a  few  years  longer,  will 
entirely  dissipate  any  connnercial  value  in  the  rookeries,  if  it  does  not, 
indeed,  annihilate  them. 
I  was  formerly,  as  I  have  stated,  int(*rested  in  the  Commander  seal 
,,  .  ,  .,  islands,  as  well  as  those  of  Alaska.  The  two  herds  are 
kan  honu  «iiHtiiic.t  se])arate  and  distinct,  the  fur  bemg  of  dmerent  quality 
quaiiuie."^  different  .^^^j  ai)i)earance.    The  two  (glasses  of  skins  have  always 

bi»en  lield  at  dilferent  values  in  the  London  market, 

the  Alaskas  bringing  invaiiably  a  higher  price  than  the  Siberian  of  the 

same  weight  and  size  of  skins.    I  think  ea(*h  herd  keeps  upon  its  own 

feeding  gnmnds  along  the  respective  coasts  they  inhabit. 

I  am  told  that  the  diminution  of  seal  life  has  been  attributed  to  raids 

j^^^  by  poacjliers  upon  the  seal  islands.    Very  few  of  these 

have  occurred,  and  the  number  of  skins  obtained  by 
the  poachers  has  been  comparatively  infinitesimally  small.  I  think 
the  whole  number  obtained  by  them  in -this  way  does  not  exceed  3,000 
or  4,000  skins.  We  were  accustomed  always  to  maintain  a  patrol  and 
guard  upon  the  rookeries  whenever  the  weather  was  such  that  poachers 
could  land  upon  them,  and  upon  the  least  suspi(*ious  circumstances 
measures  were  taken  to  forestall  any  attempts  to  st^^al  the  seals.  The 
sea  is  usually  rough  in  the  fall  when  poachers  try  to  get  in  their  work; 
the  shores  are,  at  most  xilaces,  inaccessible  from  boat«,  and  the  natives 
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are  vigilant  and  active.  If  marine  Imnting  is  stopped,  they  can  be 
safely  trusted  to  defend  the  property  upon  wliich  their  very  existence 
is  dependent,  as  they  have  done  repeatedly,  against  any  single  schooner's 
crew. 

It  has  been  asserted  in  print  that  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company 
is  engaged  in  the  business  of  pelagic  seal  hunting.  It 
has  been  the  custom  of  the  (X)mpany  to  vindicate  its  comTeTCuS^VnipSy 
good  name  and  title  to  respect  by  deeds  rather  than  i®  enrjaged  in  pelagfe 
words,  but  an  imputation  upon  its  honor  so  absolutely  ^*^  ^"^' 
groundless  and  unwarranted  as  this,  it  can  not  do  less  than  deny.  It 
is  not.  and  never  has  been,  nor  have  any  of  its  officers  or  stockholders 
ever  been  directly  or  indirectly  engaged  in  any  manner  whatever  in 
pelagic  seal  hunting.  It  has  always  puichased  from  the  natives  such 
skins  as  they  offered  for  sale,  but  when  seal  life  grew  scarcer  on  the 
islands  it  discouraged  the  natives  by  every  means  in  its  i)ower  from 
killing  seals  along  the  Ala^ska  coast.  To  feel  a  i)resent  regret  that  this 
course  was  pursued  in  view  of  the  destruction  of  the  seal  herd  which 
the  Government  has  permitted,  would  be  but  natural,  yet  we  try,  as 
honorable  men,  to  rise  above  even  this  weakness. 

I  have  shown  that  under  good  management  the  seals  increased  on 
the  Pribilof  group,  and  know  such  to  he  the  fact  also      ^  *^  /.     - 

017  liHM'cnsft   of   C  o  111 

in  regard  to  the  Commander  Islands.     The  methods  mandor  inlands  hord 
were  the  same  in  the  two  places,  but  the  Asiatic  herd  **"^^"  ^^  ^^^^ 
was  not  seriously  molested  at  sea  until  1890,  and  the  iiu^rease  continued 
up  to  that  date.    Now,  pelagic  hunting  is  going  on 
there  the  same  as  in  the  Ala^ska  waters,  and  already  mSuiigtimtherd.^' 
the  herd  is  diminishing  as  did  the  Pribilof  herd  from 
the  same  cause  several  years  earlier.    The  same  good  management, 
upon  cessation  of  marine  killing,  will  rapidly  augment  both  herds  again, 
for  no  animals  are  more  susceptible  to  good  treatment  in  breeding  than 
these.    Their  marine  enemies,  aside  from  man,  are  a  constant  factor  of 
destruction  in  disregard  of  which  they  multiply. 
1  have  no  interest  whatever  in  the  sealeries- or  the  seal-skin  trade. 

C   NiEBAUM. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  l.Sth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1892. 
[sEAL.j  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Fuhlic, 


Deposition  of  L,  A,  Noy  €8^  resident  physician  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  from 

1880  to  180;J. 

habits,  management,  and  pelagic  sealing. 

St.  George  Island,  Priblof  Group, 

Alaslca,  U.  S,  A.^  ss: 

L.  A.  Noyes,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  am  a  native 
American,  and  my  home  is  in  Eandolph,  Vt.  1  am  52  years  of  age, 
and  a  physician  by  profession. 

In  1880  I  entered  the  service  of  the  lessees  of  the  Pribilof  Islands,  as 
resident  physician  at  the  seal  islands,  and  I  have 
resided  here  continuously  ever  since,  excepting  an  occa-     *i'«"*^°<^- 
sional  visit  to  my  home,  for  a  few  months  in  winter,  once  or  twice  since 
1880. 

From  June,  1880,  to  August,  1883, 1  was  on  St.  George  Island,  and 
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from  1883  to  1884 1  was  on  St.  Paul  Islaiul.  I  then  returned  to  St.  George, 
where  I  have  resided  ever  since,  ex(ei)tiii^  the  vacations  aforesaid. 

I  have  given  mueh  time  to  the  study  of  the  Ahiskan  fur-seal  and  its 
l)eculiar  habits,  and  I  have  watched  with  care  and  solicitude  the 
increase  and  the  decline  in  numbers  of  th(*  aninml  on  the  hauling 
grounds  and  rookeries,  and  also  the  methods  followed  by  the  lessees 
in  taking  the  skins — the  diiving  and  killing  of  tlte  young  males  of  fix>m 
two  to  five  years  old,  and  the  salting,  curing,  bundling,  and  shipping 
of  the  skins.  1  have  likewise  carefully  observed  and  noted  the  coming 
of  the  seals  in  the  spring,  the  hauling  out  at  ditferent  times  of  the 
various  ages  and  sexes,  their  disposition  on  tlie  hauling  grounds  and 
rookeries,  the  formation  of  the  '* harem''  or  family,  the  birth  of  the 
pups,  the  migrations  of  the  mother  seals  to  feed,  the  breaking  up  of  the 
harems,  the  scattering  of  the  cows,  and  tin*  general  intermingling  of 
tlie  sexes  in  Sei>tember,  and  finally  the  departure  of  the  herd  from  the 
islaiuls  in  Xovember  or  later. 

I  have  read  most  of  all  that  has  been  written  within  the  past  quarter 
century  on  the  fur-seal  question:  and  I  have  listened  to  and  taken  part 
in  numy  of  the  controversies  indulged  in  by  my  associates  and  friends 
— men  who  have  spent  many  yi^ars  in  the  fur-seal  industry  and  whose 
])ractical  exi)erience  with  all  its  details  gives  weight  and  value  to  their 
assertions.  It  was  I  who,  at  the  rcipiest  of  the  United  States  Treasury- 
agent  in  charge  of  the  islands,  measured  all  the  rookeries  and  haulnig 
grounds  (ni  St.  (leorge  Ishuul  in  1SS7J  and  1  have  kei)t  the  record  of 
the  climatic  changes  on  St.  (ieorge  since  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment discontinued  the  meteorologii-al  station  at  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

In  addition  to  my  services  as  physician,  I  have  occasionally  taught 
the  school  on  St.  (ieorge,  and  I  have  kept  the  books  and  accounts  for 
many  years  tor  the  lessees  on  the  same  island.  I  am  thoroughly  con- 
versant with  the  ordeis  issued  by  the  general  and  local  agents  of 
the  lessees  to  the  native  chiefs  in  regard  to  eve;  ything  appertaining  to 
the  business  of  taking  the  annual  "  catch  **  and  the  care  of  the  seals. 
I  have  been  intimately  acquainted  with  the  Treasury  agents  who  have 
had  charge  of  the  islands  since  1880,  and  I  acted  as  assistant  agent 
myself  during  the  temporary  absence  of  the  assistant  special  agent. 
I  am  quite  familiar  with  the  general  and  sj)ecial  onlers  and  instruc- 
tions issued  from  the  Treasury  Department  from  time  to  time  to  the 
sptvial  agents  for  tlie  government  of  the  natives  and  the  care  of  the 
rookeries  and  seal  herd.  And  I  know  those  laws,  rules,  and  regula- 
tions have  been  faithfully  adhered  to  and  fully  enforced,  published 
rei>orts  of  transient  visitors  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  seal  islands  of  St.  Paul  and  St.  George,  geographically  known 

as  the  Pribilof  Islands,  are  situated  in  Bering  Sea  at 
riiuCuisudB, '^^  5»^^^it  17(P  west  from  (Greenwich  and  50^  north  lati- 
tude; and  thev  are  nearlv  -0(>  miles  fnun  the  nearest 
land. 

Tho  climatic  conditions  iu  their  immediate  vicinity  are  so  ]>eculiar 
,>,.    .  and  their  format i«ui  ami  situation  are  so  unique  that  it 

IS  not  hard  xo  beheve  thev  w«*re  selected  lor  a  home 

« 

and  resting  place  by  the  Alaskan  fur-seal  because  of  their  adaptabil- 
ity to  that  purpose,  and  to  that  only.  The  thernumieter  rarely  goes 
higher  than  (»0-  or  lower  than  zei'»>:  the  averag**  for  a  numln^r  of  years 
being  So-. 

In  winter  the  islands  aiv  jiometinh's  surnMinde«l  bvbr«»ken  ice.  which 


•  Thi*  iiie:isiiri'iiu*nts  wrn*  ui:nl«'  vt-ry  iiii|H'ifi'«tlv.  ami  1  lU'vrrobnmfd  anything  l»iit 
an  api»r<i\iin:ito  im-asnrciiifut.  It  was  my  n^iuion  tliat  llu*  luiiubci's  wt iv  vxaggi*r- 
aled,  ami  1  ao  >taifil  at  the  lime. — L.  A.N. 
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comes  from  the  north,  and  it  will  come  and  go  with  the  tide  and  currents, 
generally  from  January  to  April,  but  occasionally  remaining  later,  and 
again  not  appearing  at  all. 

In  June,  July,  and  part  of  August,  the  islands  are  enveloped  for  days 
at  a  time  in  dense  fog,  and  a  clear  sunny  day  is  of  rare  occurrence. 
The  atmosphere  is  damp  and  cool,  and  tifie  rain  falls  in  a  sort  of  fine 
mist  which  drenches  one  through  before  it  is  felt. 

The  islands  are  of  volcanic  origin,  and  the  shores  are  rough,  uneven 
lava  rock,  and  broken  rock  and  bowlders  of  like  formation.  On  this 
rugged  shore  the  Alaskan  fiir-seals  make  their  suimner  home;  here 
they  are  born  and  reared  for  the  first  six  months  of  their  existence; 
here  they  come  every  spring  as  regular  as  time,  and  here  they  repro- 
duce their  species.    The  career  of  the  fur-seal  herd  on     ^,.  ,  ^, 

j.t_  1-  •  J.         l^^        J.-L.    J.      J*  J  X'      J.    J        ^"<^  career  of   tbe 

these  shores  is  not  unlike  that  of  any  domestuiated  seal  is  a  mieHtimi  of 
animal — it  is  simply  a  stock-breeding  question.  *'"*^^  breeding. 

Areas  upon  which  it  is  agreeable  for  the  females  to  breed  are  care- 
fully reserved  and  set  aside  for  that  purpose. 

Each  year  a  suflficient  number  of  breeding  bulls  are  reserved  for 
service  on  the  rookeries.  The  utmost  care  is  taken  that  the  future  of 
the  herd  is  not  jeopardized  by  the  injury  or  death  of  a  female. 

So  accustomed  have  the  seals  become  to  the  presence  of  the  natives 
that  the  timidity  and  shyness  man  I  tested  in  the  ocean     ^  ,     , 

.      1  •',  1       •   1       J  T     xu    •     •    x»  XI  Tameneas  of  seals. 

18  not  shown  on  the  islands.  In  their  infancy  the  pups 
will  approach  a  native  without  fear,  and  later  on  they  are  readily 
handled,  and  the  sexes  separated,  should  it  be  necessary  to  make  a 
killing  of  imps  for  food.  In  the  handling,  management,  and  enlarge- 
ment of  the  seal  herd  there  is  as  much  amenability  to  domestication  as 
there  is  in  a  band  of  range  cattle. 

The  male  breeding  seals,  or  bulls,  begin  to  haul  out  on  the  breeding 
rookeries  early  in  May,  and  they  come  in  more  and  ^^^j^^^  ^^  ^, 
more  rapidly  as  the  month  advances,  and  selecting  "^^^*  o  u  s. 
their  respective  stations  lie  down  and  sleep  almost  continuously  until 
within  a  few  days  of  the  coming  of  the  females,  or  cows,  when  they 
assume  a  sitting  posture  and  set  ux)  a  bellowing  noise  peculiar  to  them- 
selves, which  I  suppose  to  be  a  "call"  to  the  approaching  herd  of  cows. 
It  is  at  this  time  the  bull  api)ears  at  his  best  and  in  his  most  aggressive 
mood,  and  none  but  the  physically  strong  and  successful  are  allowed 
to  remain  within  striking  distance  of  the  veterans. 

The  cows  begin  to  haul  out  in  June,  luid  practically  they  are  all  on 
the  breeding  rookeries  by  July  15.     Immediately  on  ^^j^^j^f    ^ 
arriving  they  are  taken  possession  of  by  the  bnlls,  the     ^^^^  °  ^^^' 
strongest  and  most  aggressive  securing  the  greatest  number,  and  guaid- 
ing  with  jealous  care  and  increasing  vigilance. 

As  a  rule  the  pups  are  born  soon  after  the  cows  reach  the  shore, 
though  it  occasionally  happens  that  a  cow  will  be  two  ^^.^^^  ^^^  ^^ 
or  three  days  on  the  rookery  before  bringing  forth  her        * "  ''"^'*' 
young. 

I  think  the  pups  are  all  born  by  July  22,  and  by  the  middle  of 
August  the  cows  have  been  fertilized  for  the  next  year,  after  which 
the  harems  are  abandoned,  and  the  bulls  begin  to  leave  the  islands, 
and  the  females  and  bachelors  (or  young  males)  intermingle  indiscrimi- 
nately on  the  rookeries.  From  the  time  the  bulls  haul  out  in  May  till 
they  leave  in  Sej>tember  they  neither  eat  nor  drink,  ji„iis  fasuug  on 
and  their  lean  and  lanky  appearance  in  September  is  '•o^^kcnes. 
in  striking  contrast  with  their  rotund  form  and  sleek  and  glossy  coats 
in  May. 
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When  the  pup  is  born  it  is  utterly  heli)l<*ss  iind  dei)eiident;  it  is  not 

ami)hibious,  and  wouhl  drowu  if  put  into  water.    I 
Piiim  not  ainpiiihi    |^.^^.^  oiU^ii  watched  the  pui>s  near  the  water's  edge 

when  in  stormy  w(*ather  the  surf  carried  them  oft*,  and 
in  every  instance  they  drowned  as  soon  as  they  went  into  deep  water. 
The  pup  is  entirely  dependent  on  its  dam  for  sustenance,  and  when 

it  is  a  few  days  old  she  goes  into  the  sea  to  feed, 
^Mother  cowb  fee<i-  returning  at  intervals  of  a  few  hours  at  first,   and, 

gradually  lengthening  the  time  as  the  i)ui)s  grow  older 
and  stronger,  until  she  will  be,  sometinnts,  away  for  a  whole  week. 
During  these  journeys,  in  my  opinion,  she  goes  a  distance  of  from  40 
to  2(H)  miles  from  the  islands  to  feed;  and  it  is  at  this  time  she  falls  a 
prey  to  the  i)elagic  hunter. 

Returned  to  the  rookery,  the  eow  goes  straight  to  the  spot  where 
she  left  her  pui),  and  it  seems  she  instantly  reeogidzes  it  by  smelling; 
and  it  is  equally  certain  that  the  pup  can  not  recognize  its  dam.  I 
have  often  seen  pui)s  attempt  to  suck  cows  promiscuously,  yet  no 
cow  will  suckle  any  puj)  but  her  own.  When  live  or  six  weeks  old  the 
^  ^  pujjs  begin  to  run  around  and  form  bunches  or ''pods;'' 

lips  pot « iiig.         ^^^  seven  to  eight  weeks  old  they  try  the  water  at  the 

edge,  where,  after  jiaddling  in  the  shallows,  they  gradually  leani  to 
swim.  After  becoming  expert  swimmers  they  continue  to  show  a 
pn^ference  for  land,  where  they  g<nicrally  remain  if  not  driven  into  tlio 
water  by  heavy  rain  or  warm  sunshine.  They  nuike  no  effoit  to  secure 
sustenance  of  anv  sort  lu^vond  that  furnished  by  their  dams. 

1  have  examined  many  pui>s  at  tlie  food  killings  in  November,  and  I 
never  found  anything  but  milk  in  their  stomachs. 
The  young  mal«s,  or  bachelors,  whosi*  skins  are  tak(Mi  by  the  lessees, 

begin  to  haul  out  in  May,  and  they  continue  to  haul 
lon.!'*^"^  "*  ^'"'''**    out  until  late  in  July,  the  older  ones  coming  first  and 

the  younger  ones  later:  and  they  herd  by  themselves 

during  ^lay,    June,  and  July,   be<'anse  wer<»  they  to  api)roach    the 

bree<ling  grounds  the  bulls  would  drive  them  off  or  destroy  them. 

The  ''  bacheh)rs''  of  from  2  to  o  years  old  are  the  only  seals  di-ivenor 

^^  killed  on  the  seal  islands  by  anyone  or  for  any  pur- 

aiia;r.men  .  pose;  aud  the  scnsatioual  stories  told  of  how  they  are 

"tortured"  on  the  drive  have  no  foundation  in  fact.    When  necessary 

,, .  .  to  make  a  drive  for  skins  liom  any  given  rookerv,  the 

^'  local  agent  of  the  lesse(»s  informs  the  Treasury  agent, 

and  obtains  his  permission  to  make  the  ••*  drive."    No  seals  are  driven 

without  the  consent  of  the  Treasury  agent  in  charge  of  the  island. 

All  being  ready,  th(^  native  chief  takes  a  squad  of  men  to  the  hauling 

ground,  where  the  seals  are  quietly  surround(Ml  without  disturbing  the 

breeding  rookery,  and  they  are  then  driven  slowly  along  to  the  killing 

grcmnd. 

Since  the  improved  methods  of  1870  there  is  no  drives  of  greater 

iviigtb  of  drives      l<^^»ffth  than  2A  miles,  aud  the  majority  of  them  do 

not  exceed  1  mile.    8o  carefully  and  so  slowly  are 
the  drives  made,  the  men  driving  aie  r<*lieved  every  hour,  be<*ause  of 
j..jj.^^  the  slow  motion  they  g(»t  chilled  on  the  road.    Arrived 

*"^*  at  the  killing  grounds,  the  seals  are  driven  out  from 

tin*  main  body  in  '*  ])ods"  of  twenty  or  thirty  at  a  time,  and  experienced 
men  chib  and  kill  the  d(\sirable  ones,  and  allow  all  that  remain  to  re- 
turn at  their  leisure  to  the  ad  jac<»nt  waters.  The  most  experienced  men 
do  the  skinning,  and  after  them  come  the  women  and  children  who 
carry  off  the  carcasses  for  food,  and  the  lat  or  blubber  for  winter  fiieL 
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In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Department,  the  Treasury 
agent  is  always  present  at  the  killings,  and  he  has  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  interfere  in  all  cases  where  there  is  cruelty  practiced  or 
attempted. 

All  seals  killed  by  the  lessees  for  skins  are  killed  between  June  1 
and  July  30,  and  generally  the  season  closes  on  the     ^,,,, 

20th  of  July.'  KlUi»K  season. 

After  the  regular  season  closes,  in  July,  the  natives  kill,  weekly,  for 
food,  from  one  to  two  hundred  male  seals  whose  skins  seais killed forfood. 
are  large  enough  to  be  accepted  as  part  of  the  next  year's  quota;  and 
it  is  during  these  "food''  drives  in  August,  September,  and  October 
that  an  occasional  female  is  accidentally  killed.  Being  mixed  with  the 
''bachelors"  at  this  time,  some  females  are  driven  and  accidentally 
killed.  The  killing  of  a  female  is  the  greatest  crime  Females  kuied  only 
known  on  the  seal  islands,  and  is  never  done  inten-  ^y  accident. 
tionally.  Of  this  I  am  most  positive,  for  I  know  that  every  possible 
precaution  has  been  taken  to  guard  against  it;  and  I  believe  there  has 
not  been  one  hundred  females  killed  on  St.  George  Island  since  1S80, 
if  I  may  except  some  killed  by  poachers  who  were  driven  off  before 
they  secured  the  skins  of  the  seals  they  had  killed. 

Never  since  the  islands  have  been  American  ])roperty,  has  there 
been  indiscriminate  killing  done  upon  them,  nor  has  there  been  a  de- 
sire on  the  part  of  anyone  connected  with  them  to  injure  or  damage 
or  waste  seal  life;  on  the  contrary,  everything  has  been  done  by  tlie 
lessees,  past  and  present,  and  by  the  United  States,  to  foster  and  i)ro- 
tect  it,  and  to  improve  the  methods  of  driving  the  seals,  so  that  the 
herds  might  grow  and  thrive  and  increase,  and  perpetuate  themselvos 
indefinitely.  Laws,  rules,  and  n^gulatious  were  made  from  time  to 
time,  prompted  by  experience,  with  a  view  to  add  to  the  .  J  ^ws,  ruien,  eu..  on 
value  of  the  property,  and  to  abolish  everything  that  uon  ot  houi  iiie. 
was  not  beneficial  and  in  strict  accord  witii  the  most  humane  i)rindples. 
To  this  end  all  long  drives  were  prohibited,  and  arrangeinents  made 
by  which  the  killing  grounds  have  been  brought  as  near  the  hauling 
grounds  as  is  practicable  without  being  injurious  to  the  breeding 
rookeries. 

Orders  were  issued  by  which  the  driving  is  regulated  in  such  man- 
ner that  no  hauling  grounds  are  molested  or  disturbed  more  than 
another,  and,  being  taken  in  rotation,  the  seals  are  allowed  several 
days  rest  between  drives.  The  rules  for  driving  are  so  strict,  so  rig- 
idly enforced,  and  so  faithfully  carried  <mt,  that  1  hardly  know  how 
they  (;ould  be  improved  upon. 

In  my  opinion  the  ox^ws  are  the  only  seals  that  go  into  the  sea  to  feed 
from  the  time  they  haul  out  in  May  till  they  leave  the     ,,      „      , 

'    -,         -t      •       -KT  \  T\  ^  1  '     '  '  CowH  the  only  Hcals 

islands  in  November  or  December;  and  my  opinion  is  that  have  islands  to 
based  on  the  fact  that  the  seals  killed  in  May  have  ^*'''**- 
plenty  of  food  in  their  stomachs,  mostly  codfish,  while  those  killed  in 
July  have  no  sigiis  of  anything  like  food  in  their  stomachs. 

Again,  the  males  killed  for  food  as  thci  season  advances  are  found  to 
be  i)Oorer  and  poorer,  and  in  all  cases  after  July  their  stomachs  are 
emi)ty.  I  am  convinced,  therefore,  that  ncme  but  mother  seals  go  into 
the  sea  to  feed  during  the  summer  months,  and  this  ac(M)unts  for  the 
sudden  decrease  in  the  herd  after  the  sealing  schooners  became  so  nu- 
merous in  Bering  Sea  about  1884.  The  decrease  in  the  number  of  seals 
coining  to  the  islands  in  the  last  three  or  four  years    „  .     , 

became  so  manifest  to  everyone  ai'quainted  with  the 
rookeries  in  earlier  days  that  vai*ious  theories  have  been  advanced  in 
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an  attempt  to  accotrat  for  the  cause  of  this  sudden  change,  and  the 
following  are  some  of  them:  1st,  "A  dearth  of  bulls  upon  the  breed- 
ing rookeries;"  2d,  "Impoteucy  of  bulls,  caused  by  overdriving  while 
they  were  young  bachelors; "  and  3d,  "An  epidemic  among  the  seals.'' 

The  "dearth  of  bulls  theory"  has  been  thoroughly  and  impartially 

investigated  without  discovering  a  cow  of  3  years  old 

o  eart  <>    u    .    ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^j^^  roolvcrics  without  a  pup  by  her  side  at 

the  proper  time,  and  I  am  convinced  that  the  virgin  females  coming 
on  to  the  rookeries  for  the  first  time  are  the  only  ones  to  be  found  there 
without  pups. 

The  investigation  established  the  additional  fact  that  hundreds  of 
vigorous  bulls  were  lying  idle  on  the  rookeries  without  cows,  and  many 
others  had  to  content  themselves  with  only  one  or  two. 

The  theory  of  "impotcncy  of  the  bull  through  overdri\ing"  while 

young  was  also  found  to  be  untrue,  and  it  was  shown 
>o  impotent  buiu.    ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^-^  ^jj  j^^^  ^^..^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  islaiids  had  been 

abolished,  and  instead  of  driving  seals  from  6  to  12  miles,  as  was  done 
in  Russian  times,  none  were  driven  to  exceed  2^  miles. 

It  is  also  a  well-known  fact  that  none  but  the  physically  strong  and 
aggressive  bulls  can  hold  a  x)ositi()n  on  the  rookeries;  and  that  a  weak 
or  an  impotent  animal  has  no  desire  to  go  there. 

The  epidemic  tlieory  was  urged  very  strongly  in  1891,  when  the 

rookeries  were  found  covered  with  dead  pups;  but  a 
^^  diseaaea  among  (.^refill  and  technical  examination  was  made  on  several 

of  the  dead  bodies  without  discovering  a  trace  of 
organic  disease;  while  starvation  was  so  apparent  that  those  who 
examined  them  decided  that  it  was  the  true  cause  of  their  death.  Had 
sickness  or  disease  atta(*ked  the  seal  herd,  it  is  only  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose a  few  grown  seals  would  be  found  dead  where  so  many  young  ones 
had  died  so  suddenly;  but  the  most  diligent  search  has  failed  to  find  a 
grown  seal  dea<l  upon  the  islands  from  unknown  causes. 

From  the  discovery  of  the  islands  until  the  present  time  the  flesh  of 
the  fur-seal  has  been  the  daily  meat  ration  of  the  natives  and  of  the 
white  peoi)le,  and  yet  it  is  a  fact  that  a  tainted  or  diseased  carciiss  has 
never  been  known. 

In  my  ophiion  the  solution  of  the  problem  is  plain.    It  is  the  shot- 

iviiifric  aoaiing  tiio  guu  and  riflc  of  thc  ])elagic  hunter  which  are  so 
oniy(auscM»fdo.na8c-.  destructive  to  the  cow  s(»als  as  they  go  backwards  and 
forwards  to  the  fishing  banks  to  supply  the  waste  caused  by  giving 
ncmrislnnent  to  their  ycmng. 

At  this  time  they  are  destroyed  by  thousands,  and  their  young  of 
but  a  few  weeks  old  must  necessarily  die  of  starvation,  for  nature  has 
provided  no  ()ther  means  of  subsistence  for  them  at  this  time  of  life. 

Unless  the  pelagic  hunter  is  prevented  from  taking  seals  in  Bering 

rrou-ttionncossary  ^^-'^  '"^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  Xortli  Pacific,  tlic  Alaskau  fur  seal  will 

soon  cease  to  be  of  commerciial  value. 

L.  A.  Notes,  M.T). 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  officer  empowered  to  admin- 
ister oaths  under  section  107(»,  Kevised  Statutes  of  the  United  States^ 
this  11th  day  of  June,  1892,  at  St.  George  Island,  Alaska. 

Wm.  H.  Williams, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  of  iScal  Islands. 
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Deposition  of  Harrison  Qray  Otis,  Treasury  ageiity  hi  charge  of  the  Pribi- 

lof  Islands. 

MANAGEMENT.      PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  April  24 y  1892. 

Harrison  Gray  Otis,  beingdiily  sworn,  says :  I  am  a  resident  of  this  the 
city  of  Los  Angeles,  California;  am  president  of  the  ^  ^^^^^ 
Times-Mirror  Company,  and  editor  and  manager  of  the  ^^^ 
Los  Angeles  Daily  Times.  I  was  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, in  charge  of  the  fiir-seal  islands  of  Alaska  during  the  years  1879, 
1880,  and  1881,  and  had  three  assistant  special  agents  stationed  at  the 
islands,  acting  under  my  directions.  During  these  years  I  was  pres(Mit 
at  the  islands  throughout  each  sealing  season,  having  my  headquarters 
on  the  island  of  St.  Paul,  and  visiting  the  smaller  islan<l  of  St.  George 
each  season,  and  with  my  assistants  personally  superintended  the  catch 
of  seals  and  the  count  and  shipment  of  skins  in  every  instanc'e.  During 
every  sealing  season,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  1  made  it  my 
special  business  to  personally  visit  and  inspect  the  breeding  rookeries 
and  the  hauling  gi-ounds  from  time  to  time  with  a  view  to  informing 
myself  accurately  as  to  their  real  condition,  especially  as  to  numbers, 
habits,  and  habitat. 

In  all  these  years  seals  of  all  classes  were  present  at  the  islands  in 
vast  numbers,  so  that  the  annual  catch  of  100,000  skins, 
80,000  on  St.   Paul  and  20,000  on   St.  George,   was  j^Abundance  of  seal., 

taken  with  great  ease  and  facility,  the  killing  season 
proi)er  extending  over  a  period  of  only  about  forty-five  days  in  each 
year,  and  the  actual  working  days  being  only  from  thirty-two  to  thirty- 
five  in  each  year. 

During  my  term  of  service  at  the  islands  I  made  careful  and  elabo- 
rate reports  each  year  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  In  one  of  th(\se 
reports,  dated  July  30,  1881,  I  embodied  a  compilation  from  the  oilicial 
records  covering  a  period  from  1871  to  1881,  with  the  object  of  showing 
the  relative  abundance  of  the  seal  life  during  those  years.  The  tabel 
was  preceded  in  my  report  by  the  following  explanatory  r^^y,\^,^ 
language:  "The  following  table,  covering  a  period  of 
eleven  years,  shows:  (1)  The  number  of  seal  skins  taken  in  each  sealing 
season  proper  on  St.  Paul's  Island;  (2)  the  number  of  days  exi)ended  in 
the  work;  (3)  the  number  of  sealers  engaged;  (4)  the  average  number 
of  skins  taken  per  day;  and  (5)  the  average  daily  catch  per  man  en- 
gaged; and  it  is  confidently  submitted  as  the  most  solid  ground  we 
have  to  stand  upon  in  attempting  an  answer  to  the  inquiry,  ^Are  the 
fur  seals  of  Alaska  increashigor  diminishing  in  numbers?'" 

Briefly  summarized,  the  table  shows  that  the  working  days  for  seal- 
ing proper  were  reduced  from  55  in  1871  to 35  in  1881:      ^  .  .^^. 

^1     -iTxv  1-1  4.   1  •  J    ^'  -I   o^-        Increase  m  18«1. 

that  the  average  daily  catch  was  increased  Iroin  l,37o 

in  1871  to  2,158  in  1881,  and  that  the  daily  average  catch  per  man  em- 

ph)yed  was  increased  from  21  in  1871  to  32  in  1881. 

The  plain  lesson  taught  by  these  figures  and  comparisons  is  that  the 
vast  increase  in  the  seal  life  due  to  the  proper  and  sule-     „  ,   ,,        ♦  «  , 

,  i.x'  i»j.i  !•  Y     b  A.y  i.  Proteitioii  justified. 

quate  protection  of  the  rookeries  and  ot  the  waters 
adjacent  thereto  made  it  possible  for  the  lessees  to  take  the  full  quota 
of  100,000  skins  in  the  very  short  period  of  from  thirty-three  to  thirty- 
five  working  days.  In  truth,  so  abundant  were  the  seals  during  these 
years  that  after  the  close  of  the  sealing  season,  about  July  20,  when  the 
entire  number  of  100,000  skins  had  been  taken,  the  rookeries  and  haul- 
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ing  grounds  still  held  a  vast  i)opulation  of  these  animals  and  it  re- 
quired an  expert  to  periieive  the  fact  that  they  had  been  depleted  at  all. 
During  those  years  the  sealing  season  commenced  about  June  1st  to 
6e.a\in  season         ^^^^  ^"^  cioscd  invariably  before  the  20th  of  Jnly,  so 
6eaing  season.        that  the  disturbance  to  the  herd  was  confined  to  the 
shortest  possible  period  of  time  and  reducc^d  to  the  minimum.    The 
efl'ect  of  this  was  of  course  most  excellent.    In  addition  to  which  fact 

the  skins  were  alwavs  in  prime  condition  during  that 

stagey  season .  •ii  liT  ^-iz/x  ?» 

period;  whereas,  later  on,  the  ''stagey"  season  com- 
mences, when  the  skins  are  inferior  and  not  marketal)le. 
The  conspicuous  fact  most  apparent  to  me  <Uiring  all  those  years  was 
^  .  X.    .    ..^  ,    that  by  the  enforcement  of  the  wise  laws  enacted  by 

Protection iustmeu.    ^-^  "^  ,  -^i.         j-i  •    •^«  ^     *  i      i  j.i  •'" 

Congress  early  attcr  tlu^  a<*quisition  of  Alaska,  tins 

precious  animal  life  could  be  and  was  protected  and  preserved  in  the 

fullest  measnre,  and  that  being  so  protected  the  natural  increase  of  the 

herds  more  than  offset  the  annnal  killing,  great  as  it  was. 

The  most  scrupulous  care  was  always  taken  by  all  persons  at  the 

„     ,        ,   ,  ,     islands,   including   (lovernment  agents,    the    Alaska 

Commercial  Company  s  agents,  and  the  native  chiefs 
and  people,  to  spare  and  i)rotect  the  mother  seals,  whether  upon  the 
rookeries  or  (»lsewhere  on  the  islands;  so  careful  were  we  in  that  re- 
gard that  whenever  a  female  seal  ha])pened  to  be  driven  up  along  with 
a  herd  of  killable  seals,  or  ''baclielors,"  she  was  promi)tly  distinguished 
from  the  males,  never  killed,  but  separated  from  the  mass  and  allowed 
to  make  her  way  again  to  the  sea.  In  all  respects  great  care  was  taken 
to  prevent  the  unnecessary  harassment  of  any  class  of  seals,  whether 
old  or  ycmng,  male  or  female. 
The  breeding  rookeries  thems(4ves  were  never  under  any  circum- 
stances disturbed.  Tlu»ie  was  indeed  no  occasion  to 
tu^bod.*^^'*'*'  "***  ^^^    disturb  them,  because  the  killable  seals,  or '*  bachelors,'' 

from  3  to  Tiyc^ars  old,  were  so  numerous  that  the  whole 
catch  ccmld  be  takcMi  from  this  class  with  the  ease  and  facility  which 
1  have  already  described. 
Besides,  under  the  oj)eration  of  the  natural  laws  governing  the  sinvJes 
^     ,         in  their  habitat,  the  classes  are  distinctlv  separated  on 
land,  the  bulls,  eows,  and  pui)S  occupying  the  breeding 
rookeries  proper,  while  what  are  known  as  the  *' bai'helors,"  to  wit, 
those  young  males  which  have  not  arrived  at  the  dignity  of  being  the 
heads  of  harems,  haul  out  of  the  sea  and  gatluM-  upon  the  shores  sep- 
arate and  ai)art  from  the  bre(»ding  rookeries,  so  that  the  driving  for 
killing  i)uri)oses  could  then  be  rejidily  done  without  interfering  with 
the  breeding  rookeries.     Thus  a  wise  deference  on  the  part  of  man  to 
the  habits  of  this  systematic  race  of  animals  can  be  turned  to  valuable 
ac('Ount  and  nature  be  made  to  reinforce  commerce  in  her  work. 
During  those  years  the  lawless  occupation  of  seal  ])oaching  was  in 
T,,      .,  .  ,^„,       its  infancv.     Marauding  vessels,  it  is  true,  appeared 

]No  raiUH  in  1881.  ..  ..  x      ^«  •      ^.i  .  i      j.  a\       •   i        i 

irom  time  to  time  m  these  waters,  but  the  islands  were 
so  well  guarded  that  during  my  term  of  oflice  there  never  was  a  suc- 
cessful raid  or  landing  upon  eitlua-  of  the  islands  of  St.  Paul  or  St. 
George.  The  only  landing  upon  any  island  of  the  group  was  ma<ie  in 
June,  1881,  upon  the  unoccupied  island  of  Otter  (not  included  in  the 
lease),  as  (lescribed  in  my  spt^tial  rei)ort.  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
my,  dat(*d  July  4,  1881.  On  that  occasion  a  i)redatory  schooner  suc- 
ceeded in  landing  a  boat's  crew,  who  killexl  forty  or  lifty  seals,  when 
they  were  driven  off  by  a  boat  sent  by  me  for  that  purpose  firom  St, 
Paul,  about  6  miles  distant. 
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Another  practical  proof  of  the  fact  that  the  seals  were  generally 
increasing  during:  those  years  on  St.  Paul's  Island  was     ^,  ,   .        .     , 
found  in  the  lact  that  a  large  overplus  found  their  way  issi. 
to  the  Island  of  Otter,  a  small  island  about  six  miles     ^^^^  u\Am\ 
away,  and  not  included  in  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company's  lease.    Otter  was  not  a  breeding  island,  but  a  loafing  and 
resting  place  for  the  ^'  bachelor"  seals,  which  congregated  there  to  the 
number  of  several  thousands  during  the  s(*ason.    I  noted  the  move- 
ment with  care,  and  believed  then  that  with  due  protection  the  island 
would  in  time  have  become  a  breeding  island  like  the  others,  only  to  a 
lesser  extent.    My  views  and  observations  in  regard  to  Otter  Island 
were  set  out  in  a  special  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated 
April  1. 1882. 

My  oDservation  in  regard  to  the  pup  seal  life  during  those  years  was 
that  the  loss  from  natural  causes  was  exceedingly  ^.^.^,,^^^^1 
small.    I  made  frequent  visits  to  the  breeding  rook-     ''^*^'**  p"*^** 
eries  during  and  after  the  close  of  the  breeding  season,  and  found  only 
a  very  small  numberof  dead  bodies ;  it  was  a  rare  thing  to  find  a  dead  pup 
se>al.    In  one  of  my  official  reports  I  made  an  estimate  of  the  loss  from 
natural  causes,  which  I  fixed,  I  believe,  at  only  1  or  2  per  cent  of  all 
classes.    Some  of  these  losses  were  due  to  their  perhaps  too  (iarly 
attempts  to  swim.    When  the  pup  is  a  few  months  old 
the  mother  seal  conducts  it  to  the  water  and  teaches  it  g^.li,"^'*  learning  to 
to  swim  near  the  shore.    If  a  heavy  sea  is  encountered       '"  '"^ 

the  weak  little  pup  is  liable  to  be  thrown  by  the  surf  against  the  rocks 
and  killed,  but  under  natural  conditions  and  with  the  prot(>ction  to  the 
rookeries  formerly  enforced  at  the  islands,  the  losses  from  this  cause 
and  all  others  combined  (save  alone  the  authorized  killing)  amounted 
to  an  infinitesimal  percentage  of  the  whole  numbers  in  the  herds. 

The  practice  formerly  prevailed  of  permitting  the  native  people  to 
kill  a  very  considerable  number  of  four-months'  old  ^,  ,..,  ,^  ..  , 
pups  for  food.  This  was  done  about  .rs  ovember  in  each 
year,  the  numbers  so  killed  being  5,000  on  St.  Paul  Island  and  1,500 
on  St.  George  Island.  After  observation  and  study,  I  satisfied  myself 
that  the  number  of  pup  seals  so  killed  might  properly  be  diminished 
somewhat,  although  it  could  only  be  done  against  strong  opposition  on 
the  part  of  the  native  people,  who  are  specially  [)artial  to  the  meat  of 
pup  seals,  claiming  that  for  purposes  of  salting  and  i)reservati()n  for 
winter  food  the  meat  of  the  older  seals  is  unfit.  I,  however,  restri(!ted 
the  killing  of  pups  to  3,000  on  St.  Paul  Island  and 
1,000  on  St.  George  Island,  upon  the  condition  and  „tS«  ^^  "^''^^  ^'^ 
agreement  on  the  part  of  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company,  which  also  favored  the  restriction,  that  it  would  supply  to  the 
native  people,  in  lieu  of  the  puj)  seal  meat  taken  away,  a  sutlicient 
quantity  of  corned  beef  and  canned  milk  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  the 
inhabitants.  Deference  was  always  j)ai<l  to  tlie  wants  and  the  fixed 
tastes  of  the  native  people  and  their  families  in  this  matter  of  supply- 
ing young  seal  meat  for  their  subsistence,  for  the  reason  that  the  entire 
seal  industry  at  these  islands  has  always  depended  in  so  large  a  meas- 
ure upon  the  skill  and  labor  of  th(\se  peo|>le,  who  have  invariably  been 
employed  to  take  the  skins,  and  have  no  other  o(!cupation  whatever.  In 
the  plethoric  condition  of  the  rookeries  during  the  period  of  my  service 
at  the  islands,  and  with  the  vast  numbers  of  seals  of  all  kinds,  there 
was  not  any  difficulty  about  the  matter  of  either  food  seals  or  the  taking 
of  seal  skins  for  commercial  purposes.  Stringency  could  (mly  arise  by 
the  general  destruction  of  the  seal  life  which  has  taken  place  in  recent 
years. 
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In  regard  to  the  broad  question  of  the  protection  of  th^  seal  life  at 
our  possessions  iu  the  Bering  Sea,  I  have  clear  and  decided  views.    I 

think  there  has  been  a  criminal  waste  of  this  most 
^criminiii  waste  of  pr^jo^g  auimal  life,  and  that  the  whole  recent  era  of 

destruction  should  have  been  averted  by  the  prompt 
and  forcible  interference  of  the  Government.    It  is  a  great  industry, 

that  deserves  the  fullest  protection,  whether  the  Gov- 
^rotectdon  iieces-  emmcnt  and  people  of  the  United  States,  or  those  of 

Great  Britain,  or  Canada,  or  Kussia,  are  concerned. 
All  have  interests  more  or  less  iu  common  in  the  perpetuation  of  the 
seal  life  and  the  preservation  of  this  industry.  The  destruction  of  the 
seals  results  only  in  loss  to  all.  When  they  a*^  gone,  there  are  no 
longer  any  seals  to  quarrel  over  and  no  need  of  the  modus  vivendi,  I 
believe  that  our  Government  should  have  sought  the  cooperation  of  that 
of  Russia,  and  that  they  should  jointly  have  thrown  a  powerful  fleet  into 
those  waters  and  protected  the  common  interest.  There  is  no  question 
in  my  mind  but  that  a  vast  deal  of  the  destruction  which  has  been  going 
.        ^  on  in  recent  years  is  directly  due  to  the  lawless  killing 

gic8  ng.  .^  ^^^^  open  sea  on  the  annual  migrations  of  the  female 
seals  northward  to  the  seal  islands  for  the  purpose  of  bearing  their 
young,  and  later,  on  their  voyages  from  the  rookeries  to  the  adjacent 
iishing  banks  in  search  of  food.    Y(m  can  no  more  preserve  the  seal 

life  at  these  islands  with  these  destructive  methods  in 
^jviioiesaie  destruc-  y^g^^.  |;|,.|,i  yQ^  (.quM  prcscrvc  a  band  of  sheep  or  any 

race  ol*  domestic  animals  by  turning  loose  a  pack  of 
wolves  to  raid  them  between  their  pasture  grounds  and  their  corrals. 
A  fur  seal  is  an  animal  of  high  and  tine  organism,  with  wonderftil  deli- 
ca(;y  and  sensitiveness,  and  however  much  attached  to  their  natural 
land  habitat  they  may  be,  are  easily  driven  therefrom  by  violent  meth- 
ods, whether  upon  land  or  in  the  water.  The  whole 
saJj^^^*'**'"  "®*^®"'  secret,  in  my  judgment,  of  the  preservation  of  the  seal 

life  at  the  Pribilof  Islands  and  in  the  Bering  Sea  lies 
in  a  prompt  return  to  those  early  methods  of  preservation  which  pro- 
duced such  marvelous  results  for  good  dnring  the  earlier  years  of  our 

possession  of  the  islands.  The  suppression  of  unlawful 
tiwiJ^BcniSaP  ^^^^  miscellaneous  seal  killing,  whether  in  the  open  sea 

or  along  our  northern  coasts,  is  the  essential  thing,  in 
my  Judgment,  to  resuscitate  this  great  industry  and  prevent  the  utter 
extermination  of  the  seal  life. 

To  one  like  myself,  having  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  subject,  de- 
lived  from  close  personal  observation  and  study  on  the  ground,  it  is 
amazing  that  there  should  have  been  so  much  delay  on  the  part  of  the 
countries  most  concerned,  in  arriving  at  a  full  agreement  for  the  ade- 
quate protection  of  this  unique  and  valuable*  industry.  Indiscriminate 
poaching  has  only  resulted  in  mjury  to  the  common  interest,  benefiting 
only  the  few  lawless  poachers  who  have  been  suifered  to  invade  what 
should  be  treated  as  sacred  marine  territory. 

1  desire  to  add  that  I  have  not  now,  and  never  have  had,  any  pecun- 
iary or  propertv  interest  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  sealing 
industry,  and  that  I  look  upon  this  question  simply  as  an  American 
citizen  desirous  of  seeing  that  which  belongs  to  our  Government  and 
people  defended  and  i)rotected  to  the  uttermost. 

Harrison  Gray  Otis. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  25th  day  of  April,  1892. 
[L.  s.]  Frederick  Harkness, 

Notary  Public. 
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Depositian  of  Benjamin  F.  Seribner,  assistant  Treasury  agent  on  tlie 

Prihilof  Islands, 

management.    uabits.    pelagic  sealing. 
District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington^  ss: 

Benjamin  F.  Scribner,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  G6 
years  of  age,  and  a  pharmacist  by  profession.    My  res-  ^ 
idence  is  Kew  Albany,  Ind.    In  July,  1878,  I  was  ap-     ^p^'"*®"^ 
pointed  assistant  Treasuiy  agent  for  the  seal  islands,  and  arrived  on 
said  islands  in  May,  1879.    I  landed  at  St.  George  Island  and  remained 
there  continuously  until  August,  1880,  except  a  part  of  the  season  of 
1880  I  spent  on  St.  Paul  Island.    During  this  time  I  made  a  careful 
study  of  seal  life  in  connection  with  my  official  duties,  and  also  for  my 
own  satisfaction.    1  noticed  during  this  period  no  perceptible  increase 
in  the  breeding  rookeries  on  St.  George.    There  was 
always  in  both  seasons  a  great  sufficiency  of  adnlt  ^S*^  ^^  aduit 
males  to  serve  aU  the  females  coming  to  the  island,  and 
I  noticed  each  year  a  great  number  of  idle,  vigorous  bulls  behind  the 
breeding  grounds  who  could  not  obtain  consorts,  and  one  of  these  extra 
bulls  always  took  the  place  of  an  old  male  unable 
longer  to  be  of  use  for  breeding  purposes.    It  is  my  ij^i^Jg*^*^^"*^  p"'^®'  ^' 
opinion  that  a  bull  is  able  to  fertilize  a  hundred  or 
more  cows,  and  this  fact  I  base  upon  my  observations  of  the  habits  and 
conditions  of  the  males  while  located  on  the  rookeries.    It  is  utterly 
useless  to  endeavor  to  estimate  the  number  of  seals  on  the  islands.  One 
might  as  well  try  to  estimate  a  swarm  of  locusts,  for  they  are  constantly 
ill  motion,  never  for  an  instiint  seeming  to  be  at  rest.    The  breeding 
rookeries  can,  of  course,  be  measured  from  year  to  year,  and  these 
measurements  would  show  an  increase  or  decrease  of  seal  life,  for  the 
harems  on  the  rookery  are  in  close  proximity,  whether  there  are  few  or 
a  great  many  of  them. 

The  areas  covered  by  these  rookeries  are  very  broken  and  uneven,  on 
account  of  the  huge  masses  of  rock  which  are  distributed  in  unequal 
quantities  over  the  surfaee  of  every  rookery.    Therefore,  to  count  the 
seals  on  a  given  area  and  use  that  to  estimate  the  whole  number  on  the 
rookery  would  be  absurd.    The  estimates  of  the  number  of  seals  which 
have  been  made  heretofore  are  entirely  unreliable  in  my  opinion,  and 
no  dependence  or  calculations  should  be  based  on  such  guesses.  Kevor 
while  I  was  on  St.  George  Island  did  I  see  a  dead  pup 
on  the  rookeries,  and  I  certainly  should  have  noticed  ^^^^  ^®^  p^p^  *" 
if  there  had  been  any  number  on  the  island.    In  my 
judgment,  and  frorti  my  knowledge  of  the  habits  and  conditions  of  seal 
life,  I  would  state  that  a  pup  born  in  the  water  would  C(4*tainly  perish, 
and  I  never  saw  during  my  experience  a  pup  land  on  the  island  with 
the  females  when  they  arrived  in  the  early  summer,  and  I  never  heard 
of  such  a  case.    I  am  confident  that  if  a  mother  seal    „  , .     - 
was  killed  while  absent  from  the  island  her  pup  would      **  *^  **  females. 
die  of  starvation  in  a  few  days,  for  the  female  seal  will  not  suckle  any 
pup  but  her  own.    While  on  St.  George  Island  I  attended  nearly  every 
killing  of  the  bachelor  seals  (which  are  the  ones  taken  for  their  skins) 
and  also  many  drives.    I  very  frequently  went  over  ^^^.  .^  ^ 
the  ground  where  a  drive  had  been  made,  after  such     "^"'-• 
had  taken  place.     I  became  familar  with  the  manner  of  driving,  hand- 
ling, and  killing  the  seals  by  the  natives,  and  I  con-  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^ 
aider  the  methods  employed  by  them  to  be  practically 
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perfect,  and  no  improvement  can  be  made  on  sneh  methoils.  The  great- 
est care  is  always  taken  not  to  heat  the  seals  in  driving  them,  and  in 
case  the  snn  came  out  during  a  drive  the  seals  were  allowed  to  return 

to  the  sea. 
Only  two  females  were  ever  killed,  to  my  knowledge,  by  the  natives 

in  driving.     I  tlien  made  every  ettbrt  to  discover  who 

laumir'*'^^*  ^'^'*'^  ""  ^^*^^^  killed  them,  my  object  being  to  thoroughly  impress 

on  tlie  minds  of  the  natives  and  the  agents  of  the 
lessees  that  the  accident  must  not  occur  again.    It  was  a  very  rare  oc- 
,  .  .  currence  for  a  seal  to  be  killed  bv  overdriving.    1  never 

saM'  or  heard  oi  a  seal  being  injured  by  driving  or  re- 
driving,  and  I  am  certain  that  the  reproductive  organs  of  a  seal  were 
never  injured  by  any  such  means.  The  idea  that  the  virility  of  a  male 
seal  was  impaired  by  driving  or  redriving  is  i)rei)()sterous,  for  a  male 
seal  which  can  survive  lasting  tor  three  months,  and  the  serious  wounds 
and  violent  exertions  of  conriicts  on  the  r(K>keri<»s,  besides  serving  so 
many  females,  could  stand  almost  any  amount  of  driving  while  a  bach- 
ehu\  AVhile  I  was  on  the  islands  th(»re  were  no  raids  on  the  rookeries, 
and  seal  life  was  never  depleted  at  that  time  by  such  means.    The  seal 

herd  which  frequents  St.  Paul  and  St.  George  can  be 
only  i>rescrved,  in  my  oi)inion,  by  preventing  all  kill- 
ing of  seals  ex<i*pt  on  thr  islands,  where  judicious 
regulations  4»an  be  enfoived  as  to  the  number,  sex,  age,  and  conditions 
of  the  seals  to  be  taken:  otherwise  extt4'mination  will  result  in  a  very 
short  time.  If  the  seal  herd  is  ]>rotected,  and  the  regulations  now  in 
force  are  maintained,  a  hundred  thousand  seals  can  be  taken  annually 
Irom  these  islands  for  an  indetinitc  time.  provide<l  the  si»al  life  is  allowed 
to  regain  its  normal  condition  from  the  drain  lately  made  ui>on  it  by 
the  indiscriminate  slaughter  occasioned  by  open-sea  sealing. 

B.   F.   SCRIBNER. 

Subscribed  and  swi>rn  to  before  me,  a  notarv  public  in  and  for  the 
District  o(  Columbia.  T.  S.  A.,  this  i»3d  day  i»f  April.  1802. 
[l.  s.]  Sevkllon  a.  Brown. 

Xotanf  Public. 


I'roteiMion  neoes- 
■arv. 


Dtpo^Hhn  ofLo^n  SJos>^,  mcmhtrot'thv  lirm  of  fjyuis  Slotts  d-  Co.,  furriert 
imd  !fUj)trrintin(hHt  /or  the  /onncr  /<.s«'<'x  on  the  PribUof  Islands. 

management.    pelagic  sealing. 
State  of  Caltfoknia, 

Citi/  and  Count  if  o/  San  FranetM^iK  .'«.'<: 

Leon  Sloss,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  33 years 

t>f  age,  a  native  of  I'alilovnia,  and  a  resident  of  San 
trancisco.  lalitornia.  I  was  tor  several  years  a 
director  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  and  am  a  member  of 
the  partnership  oi  Louis  Sluss  \-  Co.,  and  have  been  engageii  for  the 
past  tifteen  years  in  tloaling  in  wi>ols,  hidrs,  and  fur  skins,  but  have 
now  no  interest  in  seals  or  sealeries. 

I  was  superintendent  pn»  /f /«/)»>»*<  of  the  sealeries  of  Alaska  in  the 
interim  from  KS2  to  LSS\  inclusive,  duriusr  the  illness  o{  H.  H.  Meln- 
t>Te.  the  regular  suiHMintendent,  aiul  spent  the  sealing  season  of  those 
three  years  on  the  Tribilof  Islands  in  the  personal  niaiiagement  of  the 
business.  I  am,  therefore,  by  reas^ui  of  this  servii*e  and  of  my  active 
employment  at  all  other  times  in  the  othee  of  the  Alaska  Commercial 
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Company  from  1877  to  this  date,  acquainted  with  every  aspect  of  the 
business.  All  advices  from  our  London  agents,  and  information  in  re- 
gard to  the  sealskin  market  from  aJl  sources,  passed  through  my  hands, 
and  instructions  to  the  agents  of  the  company  in  regard  to  the  chvss  of 
skins  desired  emanated  from  time  to  time  from  me.  I  had  no  difficulty 
in  getting  the  size  and  weight  of  skins  as  ordered,  nor  had  my  prede- 
cessors in  theoffice,  up  to  and  including  1884.  The  casks 
in  which  we  packed  tliem  for  shipment  were  made  by  ca«k«V^  packing 
the  same  man  for  many  years,  and  were  always  of  uni- 
form size.  In  1885  these  casks  averaged  about  47.J  skins  eacli,  and  in 
1886  they  averaged  about  50|^  skins  each,  as  shown  by  the  records  in 
our  office.  After  this  date  the  number  inc-reased,  and  in  1888  they 
averaged  about  554  skins  per  cask,  aiul  in  1889  averaged  about  GO  skins 
per  cask.  These  latter  were  not  such  skins  as  wo  wanted,  but  the 
superintendent  on  the  islands  reported  that  th(\v  were  tlie  best  he  could 
get. 

The  work  of  taking  the  annual  '*  (;atch  "  was  done  in  188^5, 1884,  and 
1885  under  my  management  in  the  same  way  in  (n  ery  particuhir  as 
under  my  predecessor.    Tlie  seals  were  carefully  driven,     ^^.^.^ 
handled,  and  killed  in  an  orderly  manner,  the  whole       "^»"s- 
work  being  carried  on  as  systematically  and  (juietly  as  in  the  well  con- 
ducted slaughterh<mses  in  our  cities.    The  talk  about  lasting  injury 
resulting  from  overexertion  to  such  seals  as  are  turned  back  to  the 
water  after  having  been  driven  to  the  killing   grounds  is  nonsense. 
The  management  of   the    rookeries    the   lirst    fifteen    years  of   the 
Alaska  Commercial    Company's  lease   r(\sulted    in  a   large*  increase 
of  seals.    The  same  business  management  continued,  and   the  sanu^ 
system  was  pursued  to  the  end  of  the  term,  yet  in  the  last  live  years 
the  rookeries  fell  off.    Clearly  it  was  through  no  fault     ^^^ 
of  the  company,  and  resulted  from  sonu*.  cause  beycmd 
their  control.    I  do  not  think  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  made 
any  mistakes  in  managing  the  seal  herd.    They  handled 
them  in  every  respect  as  I  would  have  done  if  they  had    ,  pare  exeniso<i  i>y 
been  my  own  personal  property,  and  as  I  would  do  it  compauy. 
they  were  now  to  come  into  my  hands.    If  they  erred 
in  any  particular  in  their  management,  it  was  in  their  futile  attemi)t  in 
1888  and  1889  to  stop  the  waste  of  seal  life  at  the  island  spigot  while  it 
was  running  out  at  the  bunghole  of  pelagic  sealing. 

The  record  shows  that  we  did  not  finish  the  catch  as  early  in  1885  as 
had  been  done  in  former  years.    I  do  not  think  this  was  from  any  lack 
of  seals,  but  was  caused  by  greater  care  in  making  our  selection  of  ani- 
mals to  be  killed.    I  saw  no  diminution  of  seal  life  dur- 
ing my  three  years  on  the  island.    The  outlines  of  the   ^^JJ*  "^"^''"^^^^^  "p  ^ 
rookeries  remained  just  ab<mt  the  same  from  year  to 
year.    I  was  told  at  the  time  that  there  had  formerly  been  a  large  in- 
crease, and  did  not  then  understand  why  it  did  not  continue,  as  every 
condition  seemed  favorjible  for  it.    There  were,  apparently,  an  abun- 
dance of  bulls  for  service;  every  cow  seemed  to  have 
a  pup  and  all  were  healthy  and  in  good  condition.     ^« «^«  *»''«iti>y- 
Xo  females  were  killed,  and  in  the  natural  order  of  „,j^j|,\,^J;;j""^*'''  ^^"^*^ 
growth  there  ought  to  have  been  at  this  time  a  con- 
stantly increasing  area  covered  with  breeding  rookeries.    Yet  such 
was  not  the  case.    The  explanation  of  the  matter  came  later  when  we 
fairly  awoke  to  the  fact  that  our  animals  were  being  slaughtered  by 
tens  of  thousands  in  the  North  Pacific.     I  knew  in  a 
commerei^  way  from  our  sales  catalogue  that  a  very  JaUug.*^*^  °^  p«uifiio 
large  number  of  "  Victoria  skins,"  as  they  were  called. 
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were  being  sent  tomarket,  and  that  this  number  grew  constantly  larger; 

waatoof  life  ^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^®^  know,  as  I  DOW  (lo,  that  each  skin 

sold  representated  a  waste  of  two  or  three  and  perhaps 
even  four  or  five  seals  to  obtain  it.  Nor  was  any  attention  given  to  the 
now  well  known  fact  that  tliese  animals  were  a  part  of  our  herd,  as 
wrongfully  stolen  from  us,  I  bc^lieve,  as  my  cattle  would  be  if  driven  in 
and  appropriated  from  the  higliwav  when  lawfully  feeding. 

Prof.  H.  W.  Elliott  says  in  his  report  of  1874  tliat:  "With  regard  to 
the  increawse  of  seal  life,  I  do  not  think  it  within  the  power  of  human 
management  to  promote  this  end  to  the  shghtest  appreciable  degree 
beyond  its  present  ext<3nt  and  condition  in  a  state  of  nature.'' 

If  he  means  by  the  words  ''in  a  state  of  nature,'' a  condition  in  which 

no  slaughter  is  allowed,  I  quite  agree  with  him;  but  I 

Breeding  of  seau.    ^^  not  agree  that  the  increase  can  not.be  aided  by 

killing  surplus  bulls.  When  herded  in  common  pasture,  the  gretiti^st 
number  of  progeny  from  our  domestic  animals  will  unquestionably  be 
brought  forth  and  live  to  adult  age  if  a  large  portion  of  the  males  have 
been  killed  or  castrated.  The  same  no  doubt  holds  good  with  respect 
to  the  seals.  It  is  only  when,  as  in  the  case  of  tlie  seals,  that  the  mothers 
and  young  offspring  are  slaughtered  that  the  increase  is  checked.    I 

am  informed  bv  our  London  sales  agent,  and  believe, 

Mostlyfemalea taken.  ^^^^^   ^^^^^.j^  ^^^  ^^^^.^^   uinC-tenths  of  tllC  VictoHa  Catch 

is  comprised  of  femiiles. 
I  am  asked  if  a  zone  of  prohibition  about  the  islands,  a  territorial 

limitation,  or  a  close  season  for  pelagic  sealing,  one  or 
protSftion***^^^*    ^^^  ^^^  ^^  these  restrictions  will  not,  in  my  ()i)inion,  prove  a 

sufficient  restraint  ui)on  marine  hunters  to  allow  the 
rookeries  to  grow  again.  I  answer  emphatically  no.  I  do  not  believe 
tliey  will  suffice,  and  my  answer  is  without  personal  bias,  for  I  am  not 
now  engaged  in  the  sealskin  trade  and  have  no  interest  in  the  industry 
other  than  that  of  the  average  American  citizen.  The  scarcity  of  seals 
and  consequent  high  price  of  skins  stimulates  the  ingenuity  of  every 
man  in  the  business  either  to  evade  restriction  or  invent  more  certain 

methods  for  capturing  the  animals.  The  rookeries  are 
nonr*^"^^*^^^'*  *™™*    doomed  to  certain  destruction  unless  brought  within 

tlie  sole  management  of  those  on  the  islands,  whose 
interest  it  is  to  care  for  them.  Marine  scaling  should  be  absolutely 
prohibited  and  the  prohibition  enforced. 

I  have  handled  many  sealskins  coming  from  both  north  and  south 
of  this  port,  and  can  leadily  distinguish  the  difference  between  them. 
Those  from  the  southern  islands  are  from  a  different  species  from  the 
Alaskans,  and  both  differ  fiom  the  Asiatic  skins.  The  skins  from  the 
warmer  latitudes  are  greatly  inferior.  The  i'ur  is  short  and  thin,  and 
of  a  reddish  brown  color.  They  can  be  detected  at  once.  It  is  not  as 
easy  to  distinguish  the  Alaska  from  the  Asiatic  skins,  but  experts  in 
handling  them,  nevertheless,  do  it  with  unerring  accuiacy. 

Leon  Sloss. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Fuhlic. 
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Deposition  of  William  H.   Williams^  Treasury  agent  in  charge  of  the 

Pribilof  Islands. 

MANAGEMENT.     PELAGIC  SEALING. 

William  H.  Williams,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at 
Wellington,  Ohio,  and  am  55  years  of  age ;  that  I  am  the 
United  States  Treasury  Agent  in  charge  of  the  Seal     ^^p*^'^^"^^- 
Islands  in  Bering  Sea;  that  in  pursuance  of  Depjirtment  instructions  to 
me  of  May  27, 1891,  I  made  a  carefiil  examination  during  the  sealing 
season  of  the  habits,  numbers,  and  conditions  of  the  seals  and  seal  rook- 
eries with  a  view  of  reporting  to  the  Dei)artment  from  observation  and 
such  knowledge  on  the  subject  as  I  might  obtain  whether  or  not  in  my 
opinion  the  seals  are  diminishing  on  the  Pribilof  Islands,  and,  if  so,  the 
causes  therefor:  that  as  a  result  of  such  investigation  I  found,  from  the 
statements  made  to  me  by  the.  natives  on  said  islands.  Government 
Agents,  Employes  of  the  lessees,  some  of  whom  had  been  on  said  islands 
for  many  years^  that  a  decrease  in  number  of  seals  had 
been  gi^adually  going  on  since  1885,  and  that  in  the  since  [4/^^'^'°*^ 
last  three  years  the  de^jrease  had  been  very  rapid. 

A  carefiil  and  frequent  examination  of  the  hauling  grounds  and 
breeding  rookeries  by  myself  and  assistant  agents  during  the  months 
of  June,  July,  and  August  showed  that  the  seals  had  gieatly  dimin- 
ished in  number,  and  we  found  large  vacant  spaces  on  all  the  rook- 
eries which  in  former  years  during  these  months  had  been  covered  by 
thousands  of  seals;  that  prior  to  1888  the  lessees  had  been  able  to  take 
100,000  skins  from  male  seals,  but  I  am  clearly  of  the  oniy  one-third  of 
opinion  that  not  more  than  one-third  of  that  number  qmHa  of  suins  could 
of  merchantable  skins  could  have  been  taken  during  ^  ^  ®°  ^^^^' 
the  year  1891.  Furthermore,  I  made  careful  inquiry  of  the  people  on  the 
islands,  both  native  and  white,  and  of  those  who  were  or  had  been 
employed  as  masters  or  mates  on  sealing  vessels,  and  others  interested 
one  way  or  another  in  the  capture  of  fur  seals  for  food  or  for  profit,  and 
failed  to  find  any  of  them  but  who  admitted  that  the  number  of  seals 
in  the  Bering  Sea  was  much  less  now  than  a  few  years  since,  and  nearly 
all  of  them  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  decrease 
in  number  was  due  to  pelagic  hunting,  or,  as  they  more  pdig^ic'se^ing"^  ^^ 
frequently  expressed  it,  the  killing  of  females  in  the 
water.  It  was  freely  admitted  by  the  pelagic  hunters  with  whom  I 
exjnversed  that  but  a  very  small  per  cent  of  their  catch  was  males,  and 
I  found  their  statements  in  this  respect  verified  by  the  dealers  who 
bought  or  handled  the  skins  and  placed  them  on  the  market.  They 
are  known  to  the  trade  as  the  '^  North  West  coast  catch,"  and  I  am 
credibly  informed  that  a  portion  of  the  skin  on  the  belly  of  the  female 
heavy  with  pup  or  giving  suck  to  her  young  is  worthless,  and  that  this 
is  one  of  the  chief  causes  why  they  are  sold  so  much  less  than  prime 
skins  in  the  London  Market.  They  also  further  stated  r^^i^^,  ^^^^t  profitable 
that  the  two  most  profitable  periods  for  them  to  cateh  p^rjv^i  f«r  peingio 
sealwasin  thespringof  theyear,  when  the femaleswere  "^  "'^ 
heavy  with  pup  and  frequently  found  asleep  on  the  water,  and  in  the 
summer,  after  the  mother  seal  had  given  birth  to  her  young  and  gone 
out  into  the  sea  to  feed,  at  which  time  she  was  easily  approached. 

The  investigation  further  disclosed  the  fact  that  of  the  large  num- 
ber of  seals  killed  by  pelagic  hunters  only  a  por-     ^agteofiife 
tion  of  them  are  secured,  and  while  all  admitted  that        ^ 
some  were  lost  they  differed  very  considerably  as  to  the  number. 
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In  one  inRtance  a  hunter  claimed  that  he  secured  nearly  all  that  he 
killed,  and  in  another  instance  it  was  said  that  only  one  out  of  fifteen 
was  secured.  A  ^eat  majority  of  the  hunters  when  closely  questioned 
admitted  the  losing  of  a  large  proportion  shot  at,  and  I  am  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  wide  ditt'erence  in  their  statement  was  due  to  two  facts: 
First,  some  hunt(^rs  are  more  skillful  than  others,  and,  Second,  some 
base  their  estimate  on  what  they  know  to  have  been  actually  killed, 
while  others  estimate  from  the  nund)er  shot  at;  that  the  mother  seals, 
while  rearing  their  young  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  during  the  monthsof 
July,  August,  September,  and  October  of  each  year,  leave  the  islands 

Femaiee  fecdiii       '^"^^  P*  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  iccd,  returning  at  intervals  to  give 
em  68  64.  iig.     iiouiishmeiit  to  their  young.    That  they  traveled  long 

distances  in  pursuit  of  food  at  these  times  is  a  well-known  fact  and 
substantiated  by  the  statements  of  reputable  persons  who  have  been 
on  sealing  vessels  and  seen  them  kilhnl  two  hundred  miles  or  more  from 
the  islands,  and  who  say  they  have  seen  the  decks  of  vessels  slippery 
with  milk  liowing  from  the  carcasses  of  the  dead  females. 

That  thousands  of  the  female  seals  were  captured  by  the  pelagic 
hunters  in  Bering  Sea  during  the  season  of  1891,  the  most  of  which 
had  to  be  secured  quite  a  distance  from  the  rookeries,  owing  to  the 
presence  of  armed  vessels  patrolling  the  sea  for  miles  around  the 
islands,  and  that  the  slaughter  of  the  seals  was  mostly  of  females,  was 
ivjui  m  8  conlirmed  by  the  thousands  of  dead  pups  lying  on  the 

m  imp8.  rookeri(»s  starved  to  death  bv  the  destruction  of  their 

mothers. 

.  It  is  a  fact  that  none  but  male  seals  are  ever  driven  and  killed  on  the 

islands,  and  great  care  is  taken  to  preserve  a  sulficieut 
kiSouirtiunds*^**  uumber  (»ach  year  to  supi>ly  the  breeding  rookeries. 

During  the  season  ol*  ISOI  nearly  every  mature 
female  coming  upon  the  rookeries  gavi*  birth  to  a  young  seal,  and  there 
was  great  abundance  of  males  of  sullicient  age  to  again  go  ui>on  the 

br(»eding  grounds  that  vear.  as  was  shown  bv  the  ina- 
sufficonryof  bnii8.  ^^j^^.  ^^^.  ,.^^.^^^^  uumbcrs  of  them  to  secure  more  than 

one  to  five  cows  each,  while  (piite  a  number  c<mld  secure  none  at  ail. 
My  investigation  confirms  what  has  been  so  often  said  by  others  who 
have  reiM)rted  upon  this  subject,  and  that  is  that  the  Pribilof  Islands 

are  the  great  breiHling  grounds  of  the  fur-seals,  and 
«™^  ^X^K  ^dll.i?^  that  tliev  can  be  i*eared  in  great  numbi»rs  on  said  islands, 

croa^e    with    projHT  1^*1  j.-  3  .  j    •      i-    •  ' 

inanrttfenu nt  and  i>n»-  and  at  the  sauic  tiiuc,  undcr  Wise  and  judicious  re- 
seinVig?  ^^  i^*as»*^  strictions,  a  certain  number  of  male  seals  can  be  killed 

from  year  to  year  without  injury  to  the  breeding  herds, 
and  their  skins  disi)osed  of  for  commercial  ])urpos(^s,  thereby  building 
up  and  peri)etuating  this  great  industry  indefinitely,  and  thus  adding 
to  the  wealth,  happiness,  and  comfort  of  the  civilized  world,  while,  on 
,  ,,  ,,  the  other  hand,  if  the  pelagic  hunting  of  this  animal 
iH'iatfio  *4'aiiDg  i*  not  IS  to  coutHuie,  and  the  barbarous  practice  ot  killing  the 
pwhibitiHi.  mother  seal  with  her  unborn  young,  or  when  she  is 

rearing  it,  is  to  go  on,  it  will  be  but  a  very  short  time  before  the  fur- 
seal  will  practically  become  extinct  and  this  valuable  industry  will 
pass  out  of  existence. 

Wm.   H.   WILLIA3IS. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Wai<hinff1on : 
Subscribed  an(l  sworn  to  beibre  me  this  19th  day  of  )Iareh,  1892. 

[seal.]  CUAS.  L.   IlUGHES, 
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Depositionof  WaUon  0.  AlliSy  assistant  agent  of  lessees  on  St  Paul  Island. 

management;  habit;  pelagio  sealing. 

State  op  California, 

City  a/nd  county  of  San  Francisco,  ss : 

Watson  0.  AUis,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposevS  and  says:  I  am  3G 
years  old,  an  American  citizen  residing  in  San  Francisco,  California, 
and  by  occupation  an  Agent  of  the  Fairbanks  Scale 

r^  J     •  11'  J         xj_:  1  Experience. 

Company,  engaged  m  seUing  and  setting  up  scales. 
In  the  summer  of  1882,  and  again  from  the  spring  of  1887  to  the  fall 
of  1889,  I  was  Assistant  Agent  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company 
upon  St.  Paul  Island,  and  worked  four  sealing  seasons  in  charge  of 
a  gang  of  natives  engaged  in  seal  killing.    The  work     .. 
was  done  under  the  general  direction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Sealeries,  who  placed  a  "  boss,"  or  leader,  at  the  head  of 
each  gang  of  men.    It  was  the  business  of  the  ^'boss  " 
to  divide  his  gang  in  proper  proportions — into  *•  kill-  ai,a*"k7hner«"^^^"' 
ers,"  "  rippers,"  and  "  skinners."    The  "  killers  "  were 
generally  the  same  men  day  after  day  through  the  season.   They  became 
very  exjieii;  in  the  management  of  the  drove  and  the  use  of  the  seal 
club,  and  very  rarely  made  the  mistake  of  hittting  a  seal  that  was  not 
wanted. 

The  "boss"  told  his  men  in  a  general  way  what  class  of  seals  to  kill, 
and  worked  with  them.    If  they  had  any  doubt  whether  a  certain  ani- 
mal should  be  knocked  down  they  appealed  to  him  for  explicit  direc 
tions.    The  work  thus  went  forward  in  a  very  systematic,  orderly  way. 
The  same  care  was  exercised  in  cutting  out  the  drove     ^^^.^.^^ 
of  "bachelor"  or  killable  seals  from  the  borders  of  a       r*^">ff- 
rookery  and  in  bringing  them  up  to  the  killing  ground.    Active  young 
men  were  selected  for  this  service,  and  placed  in  charge  of  a  Chief, 
whose  orders  they  implicitly  obeyed. 

The  driving  was  done  mostly  in  the  night,  and  in  dry  or  warm 
weather  was  a  slow  and  tedious  process;  yet  the  men  were  very  patient 
with  their  charge,  moving  them  only  at  such  rate  as  they  could  go 
without  becoming  over-heated,  and  taking  advantage  of  every  stretch 
of  moist  ground  or  pool  of  water  to  cool  them  ott*,  and  sometimes  going 
themselves  in  the  water  up  to  their  necks  in  order  to  give  the  animals 
a  cold  bath  and  take  them  out  of  the  water  and  continue  the  journey. 
Any  representation  that  the  seals  were  over-driven  or    ^^        ,  .  . 

i_xj^xi*  r.  A.  •    •  •      1  I*  No  overdriving. 

over-heated,  to  their  subsequent  injury,  is  drawn  from 
the  imagination.    Sometimes  a  drove  would  be  caught  upon  a  dry 
stretch  of  ground  in  unusually  warm  weather,  and  a  few  of  them  perish, 
but  this  did  not  often  happen. 

In  1882  there  was  no  scarcity  of  killable  seals.    The  men  drove  up 
as  many  every  day  as  they  could  handle,  and  those 
selected  for  killing  comprised  only  the  choicest  ones.       ab^^seXfuVaV^^"* 

There  seemed   to  be  also  a  large  suri)lus  of  full 
grown  bulls  for  rookery  service,  and  enough  escaped  from  the  slaughter 
ground  to  keep  the  number  good  as  the  old  ones  passed     sufficient  buUs 
the  age  of  usefulness.    I  do  not  believe  the  condition 
of  the  rookeries  nor  the  manner  of  driving  and  killing  the  seals  at  this 
time  could  have  been  improved.    It  was  perfect  in  every  respect,  and 
the  lessees,  employes,  and  natives,  as  well  as  the  seals,  all  appeared  to 
be  and  were,  I  believe,  contented  and  happy. 

dne— YOL  u — 7 
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In  1886  the  conditions  liad  somewhat  changed.    The  natives  com- 
plained that  big  seals  were  growing  scarcer,  that  there 
^^ecreaaeofaeaiuin  ^^j.^  many  dead  pups  on  thc  rookcries,  and  the  Super- 
intendent intimated  to  me  that  he  did  not  like  the  out- 
look as  compared  with  a  few  j^eais  previous,  and  said  he  thought  either 
the  number  killed  or  the  size  of  the  animals  taken  lor  their  skins  would 
have  to  be  reduced  if  things  did  not  improve.    Still  we  had  no  particu- 
lar scarcity  of  killable  seals,  and  the  work  went  on  as  during  my  first 
year  (1882)  in  the  service. 
But  the  trouble  of  which  they  complained  grew  more  serious  in  the 

following  years,  and  1  think  it  was  in  1888  the  Super- 
kiUcS'in  fsls.  "**^"  intendent  told  the  ^'bosses"  they  must  kill  less  large 

seals  and  more  ^'  yellow  bellies,"  or  two-year  olds.  In 
1889  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  catch  was  made  up  of  this  class. 

It  was  then  perfectly  apparent  to  everybody,  myself  included,  that 

the  rookeries  were  ^'  going  to  the  bad,"  and  that  a  smaller  number  must 

inevitably  be  killed  the  following  year. 

The  work  of  herding  and  managing  seals  does  not  differ  materially 

Hai,it„  from  that  pursued  with  the  stock-farm  animals  with 

ReHembiancctofHrm  wliich  wc  are  most  familiar.    The  herdsman  has  chiefly 

auima  s.  ^^  Icam  tlicir  quick  motions  and  propensity  to  bite  in 

order  to  handle  them  at  will. 

I  tried  to  thoroughly  train  the  young  seals,  hoping  to  make  valuable 

T>      *.  *i  pets  of  them,  and  succeeded  as  far  as  the  taming  wenl^ 

Domestication.  t    j.  i  i        V        a.  j.i  j.     ^i     '  •^^  ±.x   ' 

but  could  not  get  them  to  thrive  on  cows  milk  or  the 
condensed  milk  of  commerce  administered  from  a  nursing  bottle.  They 
became,  however,  very  tame,  stopi)ed  trying  to  bite  unless  they  were 
made  angry  by  rough  usage,  and  followed  me  about  like  pups  of  the 
canine  species.  When  they  are  older  and  before  they  leave  the  island 
in  the  fall  they  may  still  be  handled  with  impunity,  and  their  habits 

are  such  of  massing  and  herding  by  themselves  apart 

^Possibility  of  mark,    fj,^^^  ^^^  ^|^|^j,  ^^,^^^^  ^j^.^^  g^||  ^^^j^  y^^  ^g^gjjy  "  TOUUded 

uj) "  from  the  beaches  in  favorable  weather  and  "  cor- 
ralled" and  marked.  It  would  be  perfectly  feasible  to  drive  them  into 
and  keep  them  in  such  a  corrall  or  inclosure  as  would  be  constructed 
for  calves  or  lambs,  surrounded  by  a  fence  3  or  4  feet  high,  and  while 
there  to  catch  e<ich  one  and  brand  him.  This  has  already  been  success- 
fiilly  done  on  a  small  scale  by  naturalists  who  wanted  to  identify  cer- 
tain ones  for  a  future  purpose. 

This  is  not  mere  theory  with  me,  for  I  Avas  bred  to  the  management 

and  handling  of  young  domestic  animals,  and  have  handled  the  young 

seals,  and  have  seen  them  handled  by  the  natives  in  the  same  way. 

There  were  a  great  many  dead  pups  on  the  rookeries  during  my  last 

Dead  pups.  three  yearson  St.  Paul  Island.    Many  of  them  wandered 

helplessly  about,  away  from  the  groups  or  "  pods"  where 
they  were  accustomed  to  lie,  and  linally  starved  to  death.  We  knew 
at  the  time  what  killed  them,  for  the  vessels  and  boats  were  several 

times  i)laiiily  in  sight  from  the  Island  shooting  seals  in 
canse*^*"  '**'^*°^  ""*  the  watcr,  and  the  Keveuue  Cutters  and  Company's  ves- 
sels arriving  at  the  island  frequently  reported  the  pres- 
ence in  Bering  Sea  and  sometimes  the  capture  of  these  marauding 
crews.  If  all  had  been  captured  and  the  business  brokeuT  up  the  seu 
rookeries  would  be  healthy  and  prosperous  to-day,  instead  of  being 
depleted  and  broken  up.  I  speak  i^ositively  about  it,  because  no  other 
cause  can  be  assigned  for  their  dex>letion  ux)on  any  reasonable  hypoth- 
esis. 
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Good  management  upon  the  Island  increased  the  seal  life  for  many 
successive  years,  and  the  same  management  continued, 
as  I  beUeve,  to  the  present  time.    If  the  destruction  of  mSS^n't?^*'*^'**^ 
seals  at  sea  is  wholly  suppressed  it  will  result  in  restor- 
ing the  rookeries  to  their  former  productiveness.    But  no  partial  meas- 
ure of  protection  should  be  undertaken,  because  it  can  not  be  enforced. 

During  the  summer  months  fogs  envelope  the  Seal  Islands  or  cover 
the  sea  a  short  distance  from  them  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  time.    Sealing  vessels  are  enabh^d  thereby  iJaT  "'^''"^^  ^"' 
to  carry  on  their  work  without  detection  at  almost  any 
point,  and  could  and  would,  I  believe,  cross  any  boun- 
dary line  that  might  be  drawn  about  the  islands,  and  no^rSt^cti^  ^^^^ 
catch  seals  at  will  inside  of  it.     I  do  not  think  sealing 
can  be,  with  safety  to  the  rookeries,  permitted  in  any     ^^goi^te     rohibi- 
part  of  the  sea.    If  the  sealers  are  given  an  iuch  they  tion  la"  Bermg  sea 
will  take  an  ell  and  destroy  all.  necesaarj-. 

Watson  C.  Allis. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  July,  1892. 

[SEAL.]  E.  H.  Tharp, 

Notary  Ptiblio  in  and  for  said  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco. 


BepositUm  ofKerricJc  Artomanoffj  native  chief  resident  of  JSt,  Paul  Island, 

PELAGIC  SEALING.     MANAGEMENT. 

Alaska,  TJ.  S.  A., 

8t.  Paul  Islandy  Pribikf  Oroup^  ss : 

Kerrick  Artomanoflf,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a 
native  Aleut,  and  reside  on  St.  Paul  Island,  Pribilof  Group,  Alaska;  I 
was  born  at  Northeast  Point,  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  am  67  years  of 
age.  I  have  worked  on  the  sealing  grounds  for  the  last  ^  ^^^^^ 
fifty  years,  and  am  well  acquainted  with  the  methods  ^«>"«°<^- 
adopted  by  the  Russian  and  American  Governments  in  taking  of  fur- 
seal  skins  and  in  protecting  and  preserving  the  herds  on  the  island. 
In  1870,  when  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  obtained  the  lease  of 
the  Islands,  I  was  made  Chief,  and  held  the  i)osition  for  seventeen  years. 

It  was  my  duty  as  Chief  to  take  charge  of  and  conduct  the  drives 
with  my  people  from  the  hauling  to  the  killing  grounds.     0^^!^ 
The  methods  used  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company       "^^^e- 
and  the  American  Government  for  the  care  and  preservation  of  the 
seals  were  much  better  than  those  used  by  theKussian 
Government.    In  old  Russian  times  we  used  to  drive  RuSfa™m™hod»!*^*' 
seals  from  Northeast  Point  to  the  village,  a  distance 
of  nearly  13  miles,  and  we  used  to  drive  5  or  6  miles  from  other  haul- 
ing grounds;  but  when  the  Americans  got  the  Islands 
they  soon  after  shortend  all  the  drives  to  less  than    ^"^^  Bhortened. 
3  miles. 

From  1870  to  1884  the  seals  were  swarming  on  the  hauling  grounds 
and  the  rookeries,  and  for  many  years  they  spread  out     ^ 
more  and  more.    All  of  a  sudden,  in  1884,  we  noticed  sesLufom^^JyJ   ^ 
there  was  not  so  many  seals,  and  they  have  b(»en  do-     .^^  in   i884 

creasing  very  rapidly  ever   since.    My  people  won-        <»r«*««»  ^ 
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Pelagic  tMUngthe  dered  wliy  this  was  so,  and  no  one  could  tell  why  nntil 

we  learned  that  hunters  in  schooners  were  shooting 

Dentruction  of  and  destroying  them  in  the  sea.    Then  we  knew  what 

femaiea.  the  troublc  was,  for  we  knew  the  seals  they  killed  and 

destroyed  must  be  cows,  for  most  all*  the  males  remaiu 
ti^SSLdlT''^  "^  on  or  near  the  islands  until  they  go  away  in  the  faU 

or  fore  part  of  the  winter.    We  also  noticed  dead 

pups  on    the   rookeries,  that  had  been  starved  to 

a  pnp«.  death.     These  dead  pups  have  increased  from  year 

to  year  since   1887,  and   in   18D1  the  rookeries  were   covered  with 

dead  pups.    In  my  sixty-seven  years,  residence  on  the  Island  I  never 

Nosicknt-  before  saw  anj-thing  like  it.    None  of  our  people  have 

CM.  ^^^^  known  of  any  sickness  among  the  pups  or  se^ls 

and  have  never  seen  any  dead  i»ui)s  on  the  rookeries  except  a  few 

killed  by  the  old  bulls  when  lighting  or  by  disowning  when  the  surf 

washed  them  ott*.    If  they  had  not  killed  the  seals  in 

imrtT***  °'  *^"*'  ^^®  ^^^  there  would  be  as  many  on  the  rookeries  as 
qiiar  era.  thcrc  was  tcu  ycars  ago.    There  was  not  more  than' 

one-fourth  as  many  seals  in  1801  as  tliere  was  in  1880. 
The  fur  seal  goes  away  from  the  island  in  the  fall  or  winter  and  he 

returns  in  May  or  June,  and  I  believe  ho  will  haul  up 

tnrnof^<Su^.*"**  ^  in  thc  same  place  each  year,  for  J  ])articularly  noticed 

^]^rn  to  same  gome  that  I  could  tell  that  hauled  up  iu  the  same  place 

^  *^'  for  a  number  of  years;  and  when  we  make  drives, 

those  we  do  not  kill,  but  let  go  into  the  water,  are  all  back  where  we 

took  them  from  in  a  few  hours.    The  pups  are  born  be- 

Birth  of  pops.         ^^^^^  ^^^  middle  of  June  and  the  middle  of  July,  and 

^^Swim when 6 weeks  can  not  swim  uutil  they  are  (5  or  7  weeks  old;  aqd  if 

bom  in  the  water  they  would  die.  I  have  seen  the 
surf  wash  some  of  the  young  pups  into  the  sea,  and  they  drowned  in  a 
veiy  short  time.    In  four  or  live  days  after  it  is  bom,  the  mother  seal 

leaves  her  pup  and  goes  away  in  the  sea  to  feed,  and 
^Mother,  seek  foo«i  ^Yim  thc  pup  is  2  or  3  wccks  old  the  mother  often 

stays  away  for  five  or  six  days  at  a  time.  The  mother 
seals  know  their  own  pups  by  smelling  them,  and  no  seal  will  allow 

any  but  her  own  pup  to  suck  her.    When  the  pups 

their ywJTpnp'r *'°^^'  ^'^^  ^^  bc  6  or  8  wccks  old  they  form  in  "pods"  and 

work  down  to  thc  sliore,  and  they  try  the  water  at  the 
edge  until  they  learn  to  swim.    They  will  remain  on  the  Island  until 

]S^ovember,  and,  if  not  too  cold,  will  stay  till  December, 
op    ureo  pups,    j  ji^ve  sccu  them  swimming  around  the  island  late  in 

January.    All  the  seals,  when  they  leave  the  Island, 
atigra  on.  ^^  ^^.  g^^^^j^^  |J^^  j  think  they  would  stay  around  here 

all  winter  if  the  weather  was  not  so  cold. 

When  they  come  back  to  the  Islands  they  come  from  the  south,  and 

^  I  think  they  come  from  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  over 

track."™     ^  *^*  the  same  track  that  they  went.   Tne  females  go  ujwn  the 

Go  on  rookeries       rookeri(is  as  soou  US  they  arrive  here,  but  the  yearlings 

on  roo  e  es.      ^^  ^^^  comc  ou  land  till  the  last  of  July,  and  yearling 

Habits  of  young  malcs  aud  fcmalcs  herd  together.    I  think  they  stay 

***^*  in  the  water  most  of  the  time  the  first  year,  but  after 

that  they  come  regularly  to  the  hauling  grounds  and  rookeries,  but  do 

not  come  as  early  in  the  season  as  they  do  alter  they  are  2  years  old. 

Male  seals  from  li  to  (>  years  old  do  not  go  on  the  breeding  rookeries,  but 

haul  <»ut  by  themselves.    Tlie  female  seal  gives  birth  to 

gi2j?ap  0Twy  yS^^^    ^^^  ^"^  P^P  every  year,  and  she  has  her  first  pup  when 

'-:  -:         ■  abe  is  3  years  old*    The  male  seal  establishes  UnuMlf  on 
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the  breeding  rookery  in  May  or  June,  when  he  is  7  or     Males  in  rookeries. 
8  years  old,  and  he  fights  for  his  cows,  and  docs  not 
leave  the  place  he  has  selected  until  August  or  Sep-  *  ** 

tember.    Our  x>eople  like  the  meat  of  the  seal,  and  we  eat  no  other 
meat  so  long  as  yge  can  get  it. 

The  pup  seals  are  our  chicken  meat,  and  we  used  to  be  allowed  to  kill 
3,000  or  4,000  male  pups  every  year  in  November,  but 
the  Government  agent  forbade  us  to  kill  any  in  1891,     ^"p-^'o^- 
and  said  we  should  not  be  allowed  to  kill  any  more,   ^^^^^^^  ^^i^"^"*  '**^ 
and  he  gave  us  other  meat  in  place  of  '^  pup  "  meat ;  but        ^^^^ 
we  do  not  like  any  other  meat  as  well  as  pup  seal  meat.    We  under- 
stand the  danger  there  is  in  the  seals  being  all  killed  off  and  that  we  will 
have  no  way  of  earning  our  living.    There  is  not  one     p^^^^  aeaiing 
of  us  but  what  believes  if  they  had  not  killed  them  cause  of  decrease. 
off  by  shooting  them  in  the  water  there  would  be  as     otherwise    100,000 
many  seals  on  the  island  now  as  there  was  in  1880,  and  limit  could  be  main- 
we  could  go  on  forever  taking  100,000  seals  on  the  two  ^*^"®^- 
Islands;  but  if  they  get  less  as  fast  as  they  have  in  the  last  five  or  six 
years  there  will  be  none  left  in  a  little  while. 

Kerrick  Artomanoff. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  officer  empowered  to  admin- 
ister oaths,  under  section  1976,  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States, 
this  8th  day  of  June,  1892,  at  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska. 

Wm.  If.  Williams, 
Treasury  Agent  in  Charge  of  Seal  Islands. 


Deposition  of  Milton  Barnes,  special  employ^  of  U.  8.  Treasury  on  St,  Paul 

Island. 

PELiLGIC-SEALING. 

Territory  of  Alaska,  U.  S.  A., 

St.  Paul  Island,  ss: 

I,  Milton  Barnes,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  depose  and  say 
as  follows:  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  when  at  home  re- 
side near  Columbus,  Ohio.    Have  been  temporarily  stationed  during 
the  last  year  on  the  Island  of  St.  Paul,  one  of  the  fur- 
seal  or  Pribilof  Group  in  Bering  Sea,  as  a  special  em-       ^^®  ®°^ 
ploy6  of  the  United  States  Treasury  Department  on  said  island. 

One  day,  during  the  latter  part  of  August  or  fore  part  of  September  last 
(exact  date  forgotten).  Col.  Joseph  Murray,  one  of  the  Treasury  agents, 
and  myself,  in  company  with  the  British  Commissioners,  Sir  George 
Baden-Powell  and  Dr.  Dawson,  by  boat  visited  one  of  the  seal  rooker- 
ies of  that  Island,  known  as  Tolstoi  or  English  Bay.  On  arriving  there 
our  attention  was  at  once  attracted  by  the  excessive 
number  of  dead  seal  pups  whose  carcasses  lay  scattered  ^°^'' 

profusely  over  the  breeding  ground  or  sand  beach  bordering  the  rook- 
ery proper,  and  extending  into  the  border  of  the  rookery  itself.  The 
strange  sight  occasioned  much  surmise  at  the  time  as  to  the  probable 
cause  of  it.  Some  of  the  carcasses  were  in  an  advanced  stage  of  decay, 
while  others  were  of  recent  death,  and  their  general  appearance  was 
that  of  having  died  of  starvation.    There  were  a  few  that  still  showed 
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si^>  of  life,  bleatin^r  wf-ak  and  piteonsly.  and  gave  ereiy  eyidenoe  o 

1^:1  li^  in  a  .^tarvwl  r*iii.rlitif  >n.  with  no  mother  seals  near  to  or  showing 
tlif'ift  anv  att«rntion. 

Dr.  iJaw-jon.  while  r»n  the  jrronn*!.  to«>k  >*:»me  viewsof  the  rookery  with 
Iji.s  k'xlak :  but  v^hetlier  th*r  views  he  t< xik  incladed.  the  desad  papa  I 
couhl  not  say.  Some  day.s  ait*f  r  thi? — f-an  not  state  exact  date — I  drove 
witli  Mr.  Fijwler.  an  emphive  of  the  lessees,  to  what  is  known  as  Half- 
Way  Point,  or  I'ulovinia  rookery.    Here  the  scene  was  repeated,  bat 

on  a  more  exten>ive  siale  in  point  of  nambers.  The 
di^paii'!^*^' '""  ^^^^^  carcasses  were  strewn  so  thickly  over  the  sand 

as  to  make  it  dit^it-ulr  tn  walk  over  the  gronnd  withoat 
stepping  on  thein.  This  co»iiliti«in  of  the  n>ikeries  in  this  regard  was 
for  s^>me  time  a  rommon  topic  of  touversation  in  the  village  by  all  par- 
ties, iuclu'iin^  the  mi»re  intelligent  ones  among  the  natives,  some  of 
whom  were  with  Mr.  J.  .Stanley  Brown  in  his  work  of  sarveying  the  island 

and  bri>nght  in  refiorts  from  time  to  time  of  similar 
c*ther*n>'Afcri-i**  *"  condltious  at  Substantially  all  the  rookeries  around 

the  Island.    It  could  not.  of  course,  be  weU  estimated 
as  to  the  number  thus  fuund  dead,  but  the  m«>st  intelligent  of  the  na- 
tives— chief  of  the  village — told  me  that  in  his  jndg- 
2o.'A- d*^a«i  i.ni.-.    „^^,^|.  xhevi'  weie  not  less  than  20.000  dead  pups  on  the 

various  rorikeiies  of  the  island  and  others  still  dying.    Dr.  Ackerly, 
the  lcs<ees*  pliysician  at  the  time,  made  an  autopsy  of  some  of  the 

<:arcasses.  and  reiMnted  that  he  could  find  no  traces  of 

h/Mi^'.lfiiorril'hL^^^    ^'*y  «li>«^si'>»-'<l  comliiion  whatever,  but  there  was  an 

entire  absence  of  food  or  any  signs  of  nourishment  in 
the  stomach.  Before  Dr.  Dawson  left  1  ealled  his  attention  to  what 
Dr.  Ackerly  had  done,  but  wln'ther  he  saw  him  on  the  subject  I  can 
not  tell.     And  further  deponent  sayetli  i.ot. 

Milton  Barnes. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  oflBcer  empowered  to  ad- 
minister oaths  under  section  1976,  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United 
States,  this  L'3d  day  of  June.  1892. 

Wm.  H.  Williams, 
Treasury  Agent  in  Charge  of  Seal  Alandr. 


Depotfition  of  Karp  Bultrin,  haul  chief  on  St,  Paul  Inland^  in  charge  of 

driring, 

MANAGEMENT  AND   HABITS. 

Alaska,  U.  S.  A., 

*S7.  I\iid  Inland^  Prihilof  Group,  S8 : 

Karp  Buterin,  bcin/j:  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  39 years  of 
a'jfc  and  I  was  born  on  St.  Paul  Isand,  Alaska,  and  1  have  always  lived 
here.    1  have  a  pratttical  knowledge  of  the  fur-seal  industry  as  it  is 

done  on  St.  Paul  Island,  for  1  have  been  working  at  it 
KxiM?rienc«.         all  ot*  my  ViU'  mivQ  J  was  able  to  work.    1  have  driven 

seals  and  clubbed  and  skinned  them;  I  have  had  charge 
of  the  drives  and  1  have  been  second  chief  for  four  years,  and  I  am 
head  <'Jiief  now^  being  elected  in  1891.  As  chief  it  is  my  duty  to  see 
that  the  rookeries  are  not  troubled  by  anyone,  to  teach  my  people  to 
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obey  the  law  and  my  young  men  how  to  drive  seals  to  the  killing 
grounds  without  injuring  them.    I  know,  and  all  my     j„„tructed  not  to 
people  know,  that  the  Government  told  us  we  must  not  kuuoSy! 
kill  cows,  and  we  never  kill  them. 

The  Company  Agent  says  to  me:  *'  Karp,  be  careful  that  no  cows  are 
killed.'^  I  know,  and  we  all  know,  if  we  kill  cows  the  seals  soon  die 
out  and  we  would  not  have  meat  to  eat;  and  if  anyone  told  m6  to  kill 
cows  I  would  say  "  No."  If  I  or  any  of  my  i)eople  knew  of  anyone 
killing  a  cow  we  would  go  and  tell  the  Government  officer.  The  Gov- 
ernment officer  told  as  that  the  Government  did  not  like  to  have  cows 
killed,  and  that  we  should  not  kill  any  more  pups  be- 
cause it  was  wasting  seals,  and  that  the  Government  ^p°p"- 
would  give  us  plenty  of  other  meat  instead  of  pup  meat,  and  we  all 
agree  to  that,  and  we  have  not  killed  any  pups  since.  And  all  my  peo- 
ple will  do  everything  the  Government  wants  them  to  do.  If  any  of 
our  men  get  bad  and  kill  cows  or  pups  or  do  anything  bad  I  punish 
them  and  I  bring  them  before  the  Government  officer. 

Our  priest  tells  us  to  obey  the  law  and  to  do  everything  the  Govern- 
ment asks  us  to  do,  and  we  are  all  pleased  to  do  it.  We  all  know  that 
the  food  and  clothes  we  are  getting  has  been  given  us  by  the  Govern- 
ment, because  we  are  not  killing  any  seals  to  earn  money  to  buy  things 
for  ourselves,  and  we  know  it  is  the  Government  sends  us  plenty  coal 
when  we  have  no  money  to  buy  it. 

When  we  first  noticed  that  the  seals  on  the  rookeries  were  not  so  many 
as  they  used  to  be  we  did  not  know  what  was  wrong,    ^ 

,.,•'        jT_  jf         jj.i-j.ij.        i»i-  Decrease,  cause  of. 

but  by  and  by  we  found  that  plenty  of  schooners  came 

into  the  sea  and  shot  seals,  and  we  often  found  bullets  and  shot  in  seals 

when  we  were  skinning  them. 

And  then  we  found  plenty  dead  pups  on  the  rookeries,  more  and  more 
every  year,  until  last  year  (1891)  when  there  were  so     ,^^ 
many  the  rookeries  were  covered  with  them,  and  when       ®    ^"^^ 
the  doctor  ( Akerly)  opened  some  of  them  there  was  no  milk  or  food  in 
their  stomachs.    Then  we  all  knew  the  cows  had  been     y^maies  feedin 
shot  when  they  went  into  the  sea  to  feed,  and  the  pups      ^™  ^        ^' 
died  because  they  had  nothing  to  eat.    Plenty  schooners  came  first  about 
eight  or  nine  years  ago,  and  more  and  more  every  year  since;  and  the 
seals  get  less  and  less  ever  since  Schooners  came;  and  my  people  kept 
saying  "no  cows,"  "no  cows." 

First  the  cows  get  less,  and  then  the  "bachelors"  get  less,  and  the 
company  agent  he  says  "kill  smaller  seals,"  and  we 
kill  some  whose  skins  weigh  only  4J  pounds,  instead  of  eeSskm^oM^daf 
7  pounds,  same  as  they  always  got.    Then  we  could  not 
get  enough  of  seals,  and  at  last  we  could  hardly  get  enough  for  meat. 

Schooners  kill  cows,  pups  die,  and  seals  are  gone.    Some  men  tell  me 
last  year  "  Karp,  seals  are  sick."    I  know  seals  are  not 
sick;  I  never  seen  a  sick  seal,  and  I  eat  seal  meat  every  g^j^g/^**®"®*  *™**°* 
day  of  my  life;  all  our  people  eat  seal  meat,  white  men 
eat  seal  meat,  no  one  ever  seen  bad  seal  meat  or  sick  seal.    No  big  seals 
die  unless  we  club  them,  only  pups  die  when  starved,  after  the  cows 
are  shot  at  sea.    When  we  used  to  kill  pups  for  food  in  November  they 
were  always  full  of  milk;  the  pups  that  die  on  the     Femaiea feedin 
rookeries  have  no  milk.    The  cows  go  into  the  sea  to       «^  «»  ®®    «• 
feed  after  the  pups  are  bom,  and  the  schooner  men  shoot  them  all  the 
time. 

The  "  HoUoschickie  ^  (bachelors)  do  not  go  out  to  feed.    When  they 
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come  in  May  there  is  plenty  of  fish  in  their  stomachs, 
^^acheiow  do  not  ^ut  after  June  there  is  nothing.  Plenty  of  bulls  all  the 

time  on  the  rookeries,  and  plenty  bulls  have  no  cows. 
Abundance  of  bulla.  J  never  secu  a  3  vear-old  cow  without  a  pup  in  Julyj 

only  2-year-old8haveno  pups. 
All  the  drives  are  under  the  care  of  the  Chief  and  my  men  never  drive 

too  fast.    No  drive  on  St.  Paul  Isliind  longer  than  2 
^'  miles.    We  never  make  more  than  two  drives  fipom  the 

same  rookery  in  one  week. 

When  I  was  a  boy,  before  Americans  came  here,  we  used  to  drive 
from  the  rookeries  at  Northeast  Point  to  the  village  killhig  grounds, 
a  distance  of  12  miles,  and  from  Halfway  Point  a  distance  of  6 
miles,  and  from  Zapadnie  a  distance  of  6  miles.  After  the  Ameri- 
cans came  the  drive  from  Northeast  Point  was  stopped  at  once  and  a 
salt  house  was  built  at  Northeast  Point  and  the  seals  have  been  killed 
there  ever  since  within  about  2  miles  of  the  hauling  gi'ounds. 

In  1874  or  1875  the  seals  were  killed  within  a  mile  of  the  hauliJig 
grounds  at  Zapadnie,  and  the  skins  have  been  taken  ever  since  in  boats 
across  the  bay  to  the  village  salt  house.  In  1879  a  salt  house  was  built 
at  Half-way  Point,  and  since  then  no  seals  have  ever  been  driven  on 
St.  Paal  Island  more  than  2  miles. 

No  seals  are  injured  by  driving,  for  we  drive  very  slow  and  only  when 
the  weather  is  cool.  Once  in  a  while  one  may  bC'  smothered  and  we 
skin  it  and  count  the  skin  along  with  the  others.  After  the  cows  scat- 
ter in  August  they  mix  with  the  bachelors  and  a  few  will  be  driven 
when  we  drive  seals  for  food,  and  sometimes  one  is  killed  by  accident 
before  the  clubber  knows  it  is  a  cow.  If  I  knew  that  he  killed  it  on 
purpose  I  would  punish  him;  and  if  he  did  it  again  I  would  have  him 
put  off  the  island. 
The  pups  are  born  in  June  and  July  and  they  learn  to  swim  in  8ep- 

otawim    t^^^^^^'    Tlicy  cau  not  swim  when  they  are  bom  and 
upscanno  a   m.  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  themsclvcs,  and  they  do  not  eat  or 

Cow  Buckles  only  driuk  Only  as  they  suck  the  cows.    No  cow  will  let 
or  own  pup.  another  pup  su(!k  her;  every  cow  feeds  her  own  pup. 

The  pups  leave  in  November  and  all  seals  are  gone  about  the  middle 
.„    ,,     ,  of  December,  except  when  the  weather  is  very  fine. 

Migration  of  pups.  ,   , ,  rs..        i  -n  i     •      t  «7  ^-7 

and  then  we  often  kill  seals  m  January. 

Karp  Butebin. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  officer  empowered  to  admin- 
ister oaths  under  section  1970  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United 
States,  this  9th  day  of  June,  1892,  at  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska. 

Wm.  H.  Williams, 
Treasury  Agent  in  Charge  of  Seal  Inlands. 


Deposition  of  Carlos  6.  Calkins,  Lieutenant^  U.  8.  Navy. 

PRIBILOF  ROOKERIES. 

Carlos  G.  Calkins,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  I  ama  liea- 
•pnce  tenant  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  and  have  made  three  cruises 

xi.€npnce.  .^^^  Ahiskau  watcrs,  as  follows,  viz,  in  the  year  1890, 

about  the  Bristol  Bay  region  and  the  Aleutian  Islands  as  fiu*  west  as 
Uumak;  in  the  year  1891,  to  the  Pribilof  Islands,  in  Bering  Sea;  and 
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in  the  year  1892,  from  Kadiak  Island  to  Prince  William  Sound,  going 
as  fa,T  into  Cook's  Inlet  as  Coal  Bay. 

I  never  saw  nor  heard  of  any  fur-seal  rookeries  in  these  regions,  ex- 
cept those  on  the  seal  islands  of  Bering  Sea.    Neither 
have  I  ever  seen  any  fur-seals  in  abundance  save  on  or  p^o?  uiandsf  ^° 
near  said  seal  islands. 

Carlos  G.  Calkins. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  AprD,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasm-y  Agent 


Deposition  of  Herbert  F.  Fletcher^  chief  mechanic  on  St.  Paul  Island. 

management  and  habits. 

State  of  Vermont, 
County  of  Orange,  ss : 

Herbert  V.  Fletcher,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a 
citizen  of  Bandolph,  Vt.,  where  I  have  had  my  home  nearly  all  my  life. 
I  am  by  trade  a  machinist  and  blacksmith,  and  by  occupation  a  farmer. 

In  1882  I  went  to  St.  Paul  Island  in  the  service  of  the  Alaska  Com- 
mercial Company,  as  their  chief  mechanic,  and  remained 
there  two  years  and  four  months,  including  the  sealing  ^po^ience. 
seasons  of  1882, 1883,  and  1884.  During  such  season  of  each  of  these 
years,  I  was  employed  a  considerable  portion  of  the  time  in  the  annual 
seal  killing,  and  at  other  times  my  work  took  me  frequently  to  the 
various  pm1»  of  the  island,  so  that  in  the  course  of  my  stay  there  I 
became,  as  all  do  who  live  there  a  year  or  more,  very  familiar  with 
everything  pertaining  to  the  seals. 

At  the  time  of  my  employment  at  the  island,  everything  about  the 
seal  rookeries  and  sealing  industry  appeared  to  be  in  a  proBperous  <  ondi- 
highly  prosperous  condition.  There  was  no  lack  of  tion  ot  rookeries  and 
seals.  The  rookeries  were  said  by  aU  the  natives  and  sealing  industry. 
residents  to  be  as  large  and  full  as  they  had  ever  been,  and  the  lessees 
got  their  full  number  of  skins  allowed  by  law  within  the  usual  time,  all 
of  good  marketable  sizes,  from  such  sized  animals  as  tlie  employ(^s  were 
told  to  kill,  and  had  a  large  surplus  left  each  year  for  breeders.  Tlie 
manner  in  which  the  seals  were  driven  and  killed  jx .  j^  ^^  ^juij^ 
seemed  to  me  to  be  as  good  as  could  be  adopted,  and  '^  ^  «  *°  "'^* 
just  such  as  any  one  would  adopt  who  was  accustomed  to  the  manage- 
ment of  farm  animals.  I  was  8uri)rised  to  see  how  closely  in  nearly 
every  respect  the  seal  herds  resemble  diovCvS  of  our  Kesembiance  be- 
domestic  animals.  Almost  anything  is  done  with  them  twe^u  seau  mid  do- 
that  we  habitually  do  with  our  flocks  and  herds  in  farm  '"««*^"  '""""^" 
life,  except  to  feed  them.  They  are  started  up  from  the  beaches,  col- 
lectexi  in  convenient  sized  droves,  and  driven  by  a  very  few  men  to  the 
proper  killing  grounds,  exactly  as  I  would  handle  a  flock  of  sheep;  and, 
unless  the  weather  was  very  hot  and  dry,  seemed  to  me  to  suli'er  no 
more  nor  stand  any  greater  risk  of  injury  from  driving  tlian  sheep 
would  and  do  under  similar  circumstances.  Wlien  they  arrive  at  the 
killing  grounds  they  can  be  kept  in  a  yard  or  corral  surrounded  by  an 
ordinary  cattle  fence;  but,  without  the  trouble  even  of  building  a  fence, 
with  a  single  keeper  to  watch  them  and  a  few  pieces  of  board  set  up 
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around  them  on  which  some  strips  of  sacking  or  old  garments  arehnng, 
several  thousand  are  herded  and  kept  for  hours,  untU  the  time,  perhaps 
on  the  following  day,  for  their  slaughter.  They  grow  very  taane  and 
tractable  by  repeated  driving,  and  even  the  old  bulls  lose  their  fierce- 
ness and  seldom  turn  upon  their  herders,  particularly  when  brought 
in  from  the  rookeries  near  the  villages,  where  they  become  most  familiar 
with  man. 
They  seem  never  to  be  afflicted  with  any  disease.  The  pups  are 
Health  of     1  always  healthy,  lat,  and  happy;  the  males  too  young 

o  sea  8.  ^^^.  slaughter  play  about  on  the  rookeries  during  the 
killing  season  and  between  the  intervals  of  driving  to  the  killing 
ground,  gallop?  iig  up  and  down  the  slopes  or  wrestling  in  good-natured 
contest,  as  the  young  of  other  animals  do  when  undisturbed,  showing 
no  signs  of  fear  or  timidity.  The  still  younger  seals,  during  their  first 
few  weeks,  have  so  little  fear  of  man  that  they  may  be  picked  up  at 
any  time  more  readily  than  young  lambs;  and  when  a  little  older,  after 
they  have  learned  to  swim,  they  come  by  thousands  upon  the  beaches 
close  to  the  village  and  may  be  driven  up  en  masse  and  taken  to  a 
corral  and  impounded,  or  simply  herded  by  a  watcliman  and  kept  to- 
gether for  an  indefinite  length  of  time.   When  so  herded 

ing  or^l^Jiking.^'^^  ^^^^  ^'^^  ^^  readily  taken  up  one  by  one  and  marked 

by  some  mutilation,  such  as  the  cutting  off  an  ear,  as 
has  been  practiced  on  one  or  two  occasions,  I  am  told,  for  the  purpiose 
of  identifying  them  afterwards,  or  by  branding  them.  From  my  expe- 
rience, with  both  seals  and  cattle,  I  should  as  soon  undertake  to  brand 
a  lot  of  young  seals  as  so  many  calves;  and  I  believe  by  attempting  i% 
at  the  proi)er  season,  after  the  old  seals  have  mostly  left  the  island, 
and  the  young  are  <' podding"  by  themselves,  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  '^rounding  up"  simultaneously  nearly  all  the  young  bom  in  a 
single  season  and  marking  them  for  complete  future  identification. 
Their  habits  of  breeding  are  so  nearly  like  those  of  domestic  animals 

that  one  having  them  in  control  needs  only  to  follow 
™   ^"^'  his  experience  as  a  shei)herd  or  '^cattleman''  to  cause 

them  to  become  most  prolific.  He  must  keep  all  the  females  and  kill 
off,  as  far  as  possible,  all  the  surplus  males  above  the  number  abso- 
lutely required  for  breeding  i)urposes.  I  think  these  requirements 
were  very  exactly  fulfilled  by  the  late  lessees  of  the  seal  fisheries  during 
the  time  of  my  employment  by  them ;  and  they  are  certainly  able  to 
point  to  the  fact,  unless  I  am  grossly  misinformed,  that  from  1870, 

when  thev  first  took  hold  of  the  business,  up  to  the 
herd  nim  iStoTiwm!^  ^^^  of  my  scTvice  for  them  in  iaS4,  the  system  pursued 

by  them  was  as  x)erfect  as  it  could  be,  and  resulted  in  a 
steady  increase  of  the  seals.  They  failed  only  in  omitting  to  take  proper 
measures  by  branding  or  mutilation,  as  I  have  pointed  out,  to  identify 

their  property  while  x)asturing  in  the  ocean.    The  owner 

ideutification^f  of  a  scal  skiu  witli  au  ineffaceable  brand  on  it  would, 

Kther  inarki^.    ^  cveu  in  a  foreign  country,  I  imagine,  have  some'  sort  of 

property  right  which  international  law  would  recog- 
nize; and  of  his  ability  to  mark  nearly  every  skin  with  such  a  brand 
upon  the  live  young  animal  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt. 

Herbert  V.  Fletohbb. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  this  18th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1892,  at  Ban- 
dolph,  Vt ,  betbre  me. 
[I*.  S.J  Wm.  H.  Du  Bois, 

Notary  Publie. 
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Deposition  of  John  Fratis,  resident  on  8t  Paul  Island^  and  employS  0/ 

lessees. 

MANAGEMENT  AND  HABITS. 

Alaska,  T7.  S.  A., 

St.  Paul  Island^  Prihilof  Group j  ss : 

JohnFratis,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  47  years  of 
age  and  was  bom  on  the  Ladrone  Islands.    1  can     ^^  erionce 
speaktlieEngli8h,Eussian,and  Spanish  languages,  and       ^^  *^°^' 
I  understand  the  "Aleut"  as  it  is  spoken  by  the  natives  of  St.  Paul 
Island,  Alaska. 

I  came  to  St.  Paul  Island  in  1869,  and  married  a  native  woman  and 
became  one  of  the  people;  was  made  a  native  sealer  and  have  resided 
here  ever  since. 

From  1859  to  1869  I  was  employed  on  whaling  vessels  working  in 
Bering  and  Okhotsk  seas  and  the  Arctic  Ocean.  I  have  been  along 
the  coast  of  Bering  and  Okhotsk  seas,  and  along  the  coast  of  Alaska 
in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  from  Sitka  to  Unalaska,  and  I  never  saw 
or  heard  tell  of  any  place  in  American  waters  in  that  whole  region, 

where  the  Alaskan  fur  seals  haul  out  on  land  or  breed,     h^ui  up  or  breed 

excepting  on  the  seal  islands  of  Bering  Sea  known  as  o"iy  ©^  PnhHot  i». 

the  Pribilof  Islands.  ^"''*'- 

From  the  time  I  settled  here  in  1869  until  1882  or  1883,  there  was  no 
trouble  at  all  in  taking  85,000  seals  on  St.  Paul  Island     no trouble  in  takin 

between  June  1  and  Ji3y  30,  and  we  often  got  that  num-  85,000  se^ais^a  year  fof 

ber  by  July  20.  ^^  ^  i«^2  or  im. 

In  those  days  we  used  to  get  plenty  of  seals  on  the  Zoltoi  sands  near 
the  Reef  rookery,  and  now  there  are  none  there.  I  have  worked  on  the 
sealing  grounds  at  everything  there  is  to  do,  from  driving  to  clubbing, 
and  preparing  the  skins  for  shipment. 

When  Mr.  Webster  had  charge  of  the  killing  at  Northeast  Point, 
where  he  used  to  kill  from  25,000  to  35,000  seals  in  a  season,  I  generally 
did  the  cooking  there,  and  I  cookexl  seal  meat  every 
day,  and  we  all  ate  it,  and  our  people  live  on  seal  meat,   di^^a^dseS**^^^^^ 
yet  I  never  saw  a  sick  or  a  diseased  seal  or  a  carcass 
that  was  unfit  for  food.  • 

I  have  driven  seals  from  all  the  pookeries  and  under  the  directions  of 
several  chiefs,  and  I  know  the  orders  were  always  very 
strict  about  the  care  we  must  take  of  the  seals  on  the  "*^' 

road.  No  drives  were  made  in  warm  weather;  the  seals  were  not  hur- 
ried, but  every  once  in  awhile  they  were  allowed  to  stop  and  rest.  The 
men  who  did  the  driving  were  relieved  from  time  to  time,  so  that  no 
man  should  get  too  cold  on  the  drive,  and  when  the  sun  came  out  warm 
the  drive  was  always  abandoned  and  the  seals  allowed  to  go  into  the 
sea.  I  never  saw  the  seals  overdriven  or  overheated,  nor  have  I  ever 
seen  a  seal  die  on  the  drive  except  one  or  two  occasionally  smothered. 

The  drivers  carry  their  knives  along,  and  when  a  seal  dies  they  skin 
him  and  the  skin  is  brought  to  the  salt  house  and  counted  in  with  the 
others. 

An  overheated  seal  would  not  be  worth  skinning,  and  for  that  reason 
the  company  agent  is  particular  that  the  seals  are  not  overheated.  I 
have  clubbed  seals,  too,  and  at  present  I  am  a  regular  clubber. 

We  know  a  cow  seal  on  sight,  and  when  we  find  one  on  the  killing 
grounds  we  take  care  she  is  not  injured.  Very  few  cows  get  into  the 
drives  before  the  middle  of  August,  and  then  we  are  only  driving  and 
killing  a  few  hundred  a  week  for  food. 
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All  COWS  killed  on  the  seal  islands  are  killed  accidentally,  and  it  oc- 
curs so  seldom  that  I  do  not  think  there  lias  been  to 
cept'bTa^idSif  *''*  ex(ieed  100  since  I  came  to  the  island  in  1869.    So  care- 

fully  has  this  been  guai'ded  that  when  we  used  to  be 
allowed  to  kill  pup  seals  in  November  we  had  to  examine  and  separate 
the  sexes  and  kill  none  but  males. 
....     .  The  seals  came  to  the  islands  in  spring  and  they  came 

Iromthe  southward. 
The  iirst  bulls  arrive  late  in  April  or  very  early  in  May,  and  they  are 
^^^^  coming  along  till  June.    The  bachelors  come  in  May, 

the  older  ones  first,  and  they  continue  coming  till  July, 

ac  e  ore.  when  the  younger  ones  arrive.    The  cows  appear  about 

°^*  the  10th  of  June,  and  they  are  all  on  the  rookeries  about 

the  middle  of  July. 

The  pups  are  born  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  cows,  and  they  are 

Pu  8  birth  of         hclplcss  and  can  not  swim,  and  they  would  drown  if 

up8,        o .         ^^^^  .^^^^  water.    The  pui)s  have  no  sustenance  except 

imnotsw  m.         what  the  cows  furnish  and  no  cow  suckles  any  pup  but 

her  own.    The  pups  would  suck  any  cow  if  the  cow  would  let  them. 

After  the  pup  is  a  lew  days  old  the  cow  goes  into  the  sea  to  feed  and 

,    ,  ,.  at  first  she  will  only  stfiy  away  for  a  few  hours,  but  aR 

Females  feediDg.         ,,  x  i.  mi      i.  i 

^       the  pup  gi  ows  stronger  she  wull  stay  away  more  and 
more  until  she  will  sometimes  be  away  for  a  week. 
I  do  not  think  the  bachelors  go  to  feed  from  the  time  they  haul  out 

until  thev  leave  the  islands  in  November,  for  I  have 
leaux^SSda  to  f^.  obscrvcd  tlic  uialcs  kiUed  in  May  are   fat  and  their 

stomachs  full  of  lish,  mostly  codlish,  while  the  males 

killed  in  July  and  afterwards  are  poorer  and  poorer  and  their  stomachs 

are  ein])ty.    I  know  the  bulls  do  not  eat  during  their  four  months'  stay 

on  the  islands. 

In  August  the  families,  or  harems,  break  up  and  the  cows  scatter  all 

Mi  ration  ^^^^'  ^^^  rookcrics,  and  the  bulls  begin  to  go  away  late 

gra  loii.  ^^  August  aiid  all  through  September,  so  that  very  few 

are  left  in  October.    The  cows  and  bachelors  begin  to  leave  in  October 

and  November,  but  their  going  is  regulated  somewhat  by  the  weather. 

Cold  stormy  weather,  with  sudden  heavy  frost,  will  drive  them  oflf 

sooner,  so  that  the  islands  will  be  deserted  by  December  15,  while  warm 

weather  will  keep  plenty  of  bachelors  here  until  late  in  January,  when  I 

hav(*  known  them  to  be  driven  and  killed  for  food.    When  the  seals 

leave  tho.  island  they  go  southward  and  through  the  passes  of  the 

Aleutian  Islands  into  the*  Pacific  Oct^an. 

It  was  in  1884  that  1  first  noticed  a  decrease  in  the  seals,  and  it  has 

been  a  steady  and  a  very  rapid  decrease  ever  since  1886, 
Decrease.  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  prcscut  thcrc  is  notoucquarter  as  many  seals 

on  the  island  as  there  was  every  year  from  18(>9  to  1883. 
I  have  known  of  one  or  two  schooners  operating  in  Bering  Sea  as 
j^j^^  early  as  1877  or  1878,  and  they  were  on  the  rookeries 

occasionally  during  the  past  ten  years;  but  they  can 

not  damage  the  seal  herd  much  by  raiding  the  rookeries,  because  they 

can  not  take  many,  even  were  they  permitted  to  land,  which  they  are 

not  by  any  means. 

The  schooners  increased  every  year  from  the  time  I  first  noticed 

them  until  in  1884  there  was  a  fleet  of  20  or  30,  and 
orSSSl)/'w*un«?iJ)t  *^^^^  I  begfin  t^)  see  more  and  more  dead  pups  on  the 

rookeries,  until  in  1801  the  fleet  of  sealing  schooners 
numbered  more  than  a  hundred  and  the  rookeries  were  covered  with 
dead  pups. 
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It  is  my  opinion  that  the  cows  are  killed  by  the  hunt-     pemaiee  killed 
ers  when  they  go  out  in  the  sea  to  feed,  and  the  pups  whuVfeLiLg. 
are  left  to  die  and  do  die  on  the  island. 

I  never  knew  of  a  tinie  when  there  were  not  plenty  of  bulls  for  all  the 
cows,  and  I  never  saw  a  cow  seal — except  a  two-year  j^^^^^  ^^  v^^, 
old — ^without  a  pup  by  her  side  in  the  proper  season.  ®°^° 
I  never  heard  tell  of  an  impotent  bull  seal,  nor  do  I  believe  there  is 
such  a  thing,  excepting  the  very  old  and  feeble,  or  badly  wounded  ones. 
I  have  seen  hundreds  of  idle  vigorous  bulls  upon  the  rookeries,  and 
there  were  no  cows  for  them.    I  saw  many  such  bulls  last  year. 

The  pups  do  not  learn  to  swim  until  they  are  6  to  8  weeks  old,  and 
after  learning  they  seem  to  prefer  to  be  on  the  land; 
and  I  think  they  would  not  leave  the  islands  only  for  ^^^  ^«*™^"«  ^ 
the  cold  weather,  or  it  may  be  they  follow  the  cows  to 
sea  after  being  weaned. 

If  the  seal  were  let  alone  in  the  water  we  could  manage  them  so  as  to 
again  build  up  the  rookeries.  We  are  so  familiar  with 
their  habits  and  they  are  so  accustomed  to  us  that  there  t^^^^^'^  neoe». 
is  no  difficulty  in  managing  them  so  as  to  make  them 
increase.  They  are  easy  to  handle,  the  little  pups  are  not  shy  of  us,  and 
even  whea  they  are  older  in  the  fall  they  can  be  handled  much  easier 
than  sheep.  I  can  manage  seals  better  than  I  can  some  of  the  sheep 
brought  on  the  islands  and  which  I  have  been  sent  to  catch. 

John  Fratis. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  officer  empowered  tx)  adminis- 
ter oaths  under  section  1976,  Eevised  Statutes  of  the  United  States, 
this  10th  of  June^  1892,  at  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska. 

Wm.  H.  Williams, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  of  Seal  Islands. 


Deposition  of  Henry  A.  Olidden,  Treasury  agent  on  St.  Paul  Island. 

habits.    management.   pelagic  sealing. 

District  op  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington^  ss: 

Henry  A.  Glidden,  being  duly  sworn,  dei)oses  and  says :  I  reside  at 
Albion,  in  the  State  of  !New  York,  am  61  years  of  age, 
a  lawyer  by  profession,  and  am  not  m  the  employ  ot 
the  XJmted  States  Grovemment.     I  was  appointed   8])edal  Treasury 
agent  in  charge  of  the  seal  islands  under  Secretary  Folger.    On  May 
31, 1882, 1  arrived  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  remained  there  until  June 
8,  1885,  only  returning  once  to  the  States  to  pass  the  winter  of  1883-'84r. 
I  was  located  the  entire  time  on  St.  Paul  Island.    During  my  expe- 
rience there  I  examined  carefully  the  rookeries  on  the  island,  as  was 
necessary  in  connection  with  my  duties  as  specijil  Treasury  agent, 
and  incidentally  studied  seal  life  on  the  islands.    I  am  unable  to 
state  whether  the  seals  increased  or  not  during  mv 
residence  on  St.  Paul,  but  they  certainly  did  not  de-  ce^tTe'i^mps^inTasr" 
crease,  except  perhaps  there  was  a  slight  decrease  in 
1884.    In  all  my  conversations  with  the  natives,  which  were,  of  course, 
a  great  many,  they  never  spoke  of  the  seals  being  on  the  decrease,  as 
they  certainly  would  have  done  if  such  had  been  the   ,    ^  ,       ^^  „ 
ca«l  Duringthese  years  there  was  always  a  sufficiency  A-^aoi^'^oyofbuu,. 
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of  vigorous  male  life  to  serv^e  all  the  female  seals  which  came  to  the 
islands,  and  certainly  during  this  period  seal  life  was  not  affected  by 
any  deficiency  of  males.  I  do  not  think  that  the  number  of  seals  on 
the  rookeries  can  be  even  approximately  estimated.  No  satisfactory 
Not  possible  t4>  measurement  of  the  breeding  grounds  on  which  to  base 
estimate  number  of  an  ai)proximation  of  the  number  of  seals  has  ever  been 
seaiB  on  islands.         ^^  ^,^^^  ^^  iiiadc.    Aiid,  cvcu  if  such  measurement  could 

be  made,  the  broken  nature  of  the  ground,  the  inequality  of  distribu- 
tion of  the  seals  while  on  land,  and  the  fact  that  the  females  are  con- 
stantly coming  and  going,  preclude  the  possibility  of  any  sort  of  calcu- 
lation which  could  be  of  anv  value  at  all. 
During  the  time  I  was  on  the  islands  I  only  saw  a  very  few  dead 

pups  on  the  rookeries,  but  the  number  in  1884  was 
Dead  paps,  slightly  iiioie  tliaii  iu  former  years.    I  never  noticed  or 

examined  dead  pups  on  the  rookeries  before  1884,  the  number  being  so 
small,  but  that  year  I  examined  them,  and  found  them  very  much 
emaciated.  In  my  judgment  they  were  starved  to  death  because  their 
mothers  had  been  killed  while  away  from  the  islands  iu  search  of  food. 

This,  perliaps,  would  not  be  so  if  a  cow  would  suckle 

herown^mp!^  **°^*   ^^"7  P^^P  ^^**»^'  conics  to  her,  but  she  will  not,  and  on 

the  contrary  will  beat  off  any  young  seal  which  en- 
deavors to  nurse  from  her  except  her  own.  I  know  a  cow  rec'ognizes 
her  pup,  but  a  pup  never  seems  to  distinguish  its  mother  from  other 
cows  which  it  comes  in  contact  with.  During  the  entire  sealing  season 
males  of  all  classes  remain  on  the  islands,  except  that  the  bachelors 
once  in  a  while  go  into  the  water,  but  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  the 

islands.    The  females,  on  the  contrary,  are  going  and 

Females  fee<img.      ^.^^^nj,,^,  ^^  .^^^^^  fr^ni  tlic  watcr  for  tlic  purposc  of  feed- 
ing.   I  believe  it  is  wliile  tlie  females  arc  thus  going  to  and  from  the 
feeding  grounds  and  througli  the  Aleutian  passes  that  they  are  inter- 
cepted and  shot  by  open-sea  sealers.    A  pup  seal  until 

Pup   unable  to  {f^  jjj  ^ix  weeks  or  two  niontlis  old  never  goes  into  the 
'^™*  water,  being  evidently  afraid  to  do  so,  and  it  is  only 

after  this  ago  that  it  begins  by  degrees  to  become  acquainted  with  the 
sea.  I  am  of  the  opinion  if  a  pup  got  into  the  water  that  it  wcmld  be 
drowned  and  therefore  would  perish  if  born  in  the  water.  For  the  first 
six  or  eight  weeks  of  its  life  a  pup  is  a  land  animal  and  in  no  way 
amphibious. 
I  became  very  familiar  with  the  methods  employed  by  the  natives  in 

taking  the  bachelor  seals,  which  are  the  only  cmea 

^v?^*°^  killed  on  the  islands,  and  1  do  not  believe  any  improve- 

ment could  be  made  in  the  methods.  The  driving  from 
the  hauling  grounds  to  the  killing  grounds  was  always  conducted 
with  the  greatest  care;  was  done  at  night  or  very  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, slowly  and   with  frequent  rests,  so  that  the  s(^als  might  not 

^yjj^  become   overheated.     During    the   killing  the    mer- 

"*^*  chjintable   seals  were  always  carefully  selected.    No 

females  were  killed,  ex<ept  p(Thai)s  one  or  two  a  season  by  accident, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  herd  were  allowed  to  return  to  the  water  or 
hauling  grounds.  Very  few  seals  Avere  killed  iu  a  "drive,"  and  the 
skins  of  these  were,  in  nearly  every  ease,  retained  and  counted  in  the 
quota  allowed  to  be  taken  by  the  lessees!  The  number  of  seals  killed 
in  this  way  could  not  possibly  have  affected  seal  life  on  the  island.  I 
never  saw  or  heard  of  a  case  where  a  male  seal  was  seriously  injured 
by  driving  or  redriving.  And  I  do  not  believe  that  the  virility  of 
male»  driven  was  destroyed  by  climbing  over  the  rocks  or  aiSected  in 
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any  way  by  driving.    Certainly  the  reproductive  powers  of  male  life 
on  the  islands  were  never  decreased  or  impaired  by  these  methods. 

Another  fact  in  this  connnection  is  that  the  lessees  located  the 
killing  grounds  as  near  the  hauling  grounds  as  seemed  to  be  prudent 
without  disturbing  the  breeding  of  the  rookeries.    That  boats  and  teams 
were  provided  for  transporting  the  skins  to  the  salt  houses  from  the 
killing  grounds,  thus  avoiding  long  ''  drives.''    Eaids 
on  the  rookeries  by  marauders  did  not,  while  I  was  on     r^i^^^*^^*^' 
the  islands,  amount  to  anything,  and  certainly  seal 
life  there  was  not  aflfected  to  any  extent  by  such  incursions.    I  only 
knew  of  one  raid  upon  St.  Paul  Island  while  I  was  there.    It  was  by 
a  Japanese  vessel,  and  they  killed  about  one  hundred  seals,  the  car- 
casses of  which  we  found  on  board  when  we  captured  the  vessel.    The 
Pribilof  seal  herd  should  be  protected  both  in  Bering 
Sea  and  the  Forth  Pacilic  Ocean,  because  the  injury  to  ^^^^^'^  "•*'•»• 
seal  life,  bringing  about  a  decrease  in  the  size  of  the 
herd,  is  caused  by  the  slaughter  of  females  in  the  open  sea.    If  the 
seals  are  thus  protected  and  the  existing  methods  and  regulations 
are  carried  out  on  the  islands  the  seal  herd  will  not  decrease,  but  on 
the  contrary,  in  my  opinion,  wiU  increase.    If  the  seals  are  not  pro- 
tected in  these  waters,  the  herd  will  be  exterminated  in  a  very  short 
time.    It  is  only,  therefore,  by  protecting  the  seals  everywhere  in  the 
sea  and  ocean  that  seal  life  can  be  preserved. 

Henry  A.  Glidden. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  XT.  S.  A.,  this  15th  day  of  April,  1892. 
[L.  s]  Chas.  L.  Hughes, 

Notary  Fublic, 


Depoaitian  of  Charles  J.  Qoff^  Treasury  agent  in  charge  of  Pribilof  Islands. 

pbibilof  rookeries. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Wa^hingtoUj  ss: 

Charles  J.  Goff,  of  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says:  I  am  46  year^  of  age.  During  the  years  ^^ 
1889  and  1890  I  occupied  the  position  of  special  Treas-  ^^  ^^^' 
wry  agent  in  charge  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.  I  was  located  on 
St.  Paul  Island,  only  visiting  St.  George  Island  occasionally.  About 
the  1st  of  June,  1889,  I  arrived  on  St.  Paul  Island  and  remained 
there  until  October  12, 1889,  when  I  returned  to  San  Francisco  for  the 
winter.  Again  went  to  the  islands  in  1890,  arriving  there  about  the 
last  week  in  May  and  remaining  until  August  12,  1890.  Since  that 
time  I  have  never  been  on  the  islands.  My  principal  observations  as 
to  seal  life  upon  the  islands  were  confined  to  St.  Paul  Island,  as  I  only 
visited  St.  George  Island  occasionally. 

During  my  first  year  on  the  islands  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company 
was  the  lessee  thereof,  and  during  my  second  year  the  North  American 
Commercial  Company.  In  1889  I  made  careful  observations  of  the 
rookeries  on  St.  Paul  Island  and  marked  out  the  areas 
covered  by  the  breeding  grounds;  in  1890  I  examined  i^^^^^  *^  ^"**' 
these  lines  made  by  me  the  former  year  and  found  a 
very  great  shrinkage  in  the  spaces  covered  by  breeding  seals. 
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wfflcnit  tor  eom-  ^"  ^^^  ^*  ^^^  Q^^^^  difficult  for  the  lessees  to  obtain 
panv  to'obuin  qooto  their  fuIl  qaotii  of  ] 00,000  skins;  so  difficult  was  it  in 
of«»kiiiji.  fact,  that  in  order  to  tarn  off  a  sufficient  number  of 

four  and  five  years-old  males  from  the  hauling  grounds  for  breeding 
purposes  in  the  future,  the  lessees  were  compelled  to  take  about  50,000 
skins  of  seals  of  one  or  two  years  of  age.  I  at  once  reported  this  fact 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  advised  the  taking  of  a  less  num- 
ber of  skins  the  following  year.  Pursuant  to  such  report  the  (Jovem- 
D^  .^  K-  I  iBi^'it  fixed  upon  the  number  to  be  taken  as  60,000,  and 
io2Sd  to  touKiin  further  ordered  that  aU  killing  of  seals  upon  the  is- 
^**>-  lands  should  stop  after  the  20th  day  of  July.    I  was 

further  ordered  that  I  should  notify  tlie  natives  upon  the  Aleutian  Is- 
lands that  all  killing  of  seals  while  coming  from  or  going  to  the  seal 
islands  was  prohibited.  These  rules  and  regulations  went  into  effect 
in  1800,  and  pursuant  thereto  I  posted  notices  for  the  natives  at  various 
points  along  the  Aleutian  chain,  and  saw  that  the  orders  in  relation  to 
the  time  of  killing  and  number  allowed  to  be  killed  were  executed  upon 
the  islands.  As  a  result  of  the  enforcement  of  these  regulations,  the 
lessees  were  unable  to  take  more  than  21,238  seals  of  the  killable  age  of 

from  one  to  five  years  during  the  season  of  1890,  so 
qmiuhl^isw.  ^^^^^  great  ha<l  been  the  decrease  of  seal  life  in  one  year,  and 

it  would  have  been  imi)ossible  to  obtain  60,000  skins 
even  if  the  time  had  been  unrestricted. 
The  Table  A  appended  to  this  afTulavit  shows  how  great  had  been 

th(5  de<*.rease  on  St.  Paul  Islands  hauling  grounds,  bear- 
crwHio*  '***®^°*^  ^^  ing  in  mind  the  fa<^t  that  the  driving  and  kiUing  was 

done  by  the  same  persons  as  in  former  years,  and  was 
as  diligently  carried  on,  the  weather  being  as  favorable  as  in  1889  for 

seal-driving.    I  believe  that  the  sole  cause  of  the  de- 
Caiii*©,  pelagic  eeai-  creasc  is  pchigic  Sealing,  which  from  reliable  informa- 
tion I  understand  to  have  increased  greatly  since  1884 
or  1885.    Another  fact  I  have  gained  from  reliable  sources  is  that  the 
xr  1  ^*    ♦  v^  I     great  majority  of  the  seals  taken  in  the  open  sea  are 
waw  are  pregnant  or  prcguaut  fcmalcs  or  fcmalcs  m  milk.    It  IS  an  unques- 
'""*''°^-  tionable  fact  that  the  killing  of  these  females  destroys 

the  ])ups  they  are  carrying  or  nursing.  The  result  is  that  this  de- 
8tnicti(mof  pups  takes  about  equally  from  the  male  and  female  increase 
of  the  lierd,  and  when  so  many  male  pups  are  killed  in  this  manner, 

besides  the  100,000  taken  on  the  islands,  it  necessarily 

hfltH^ti,  of.  affe(;ts  the  number  of  killable  seals.    In  1889  this  drain 

upon  male  seal  life  sliowed  itself  on  the  islands,  and  this,  in  my  opinion, 

accounts  tor  the  necossity  of  the  lessees  taking  so  many  young  seals 

that  yciir  to  fill  out  their  quota. 

As  s(M)n  as  the  effects  of  pelagic  sealing  were  noticed  by  me  upon  the 
islands  1  reported  the  same,  and  the  Grovernment  at  once  took  steps  to 
limit  the  killing  upon  tlie  islands,  so  that  the  rookeries  might  have  an 
o])p()rtnnity  to  increase  their  numbers  to  their  former  condition;  but 
it  will  be  impossible  to  repair  the  depletion  if  pelagic  sealing  continues. 
I  have  no  doubt,  as  I  reported,  that  the  taking  of  100,000  skins  in  1889 
affected  the  male  life  on  the  islands,  and  cut  into  the  reserve  of  male 
seals  necessary  to  ])reserve  annually  for  breeding  purposes  in  the 
future,  but  this  fact  did  not  l)ecorae  evident  until  it  was  too  late  to  re- 
pair the  fault  that  year.  Except  for  the  numbers  destroyed  by  pelagic 
scaling  in  the  years  previous  to  1889  the  hauling  grounds  would  not 
have  been  so  (lepleted,  and  the  taking  of  100,000  male  seals  would  not 
Uave  impaired  the  reserve  for  breeding  purpo3t  s  or  dimimsbad  to  any 
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extent  the  seal  life  on  the  Pribilof  Islauds.  Kven  in  this  diminished 
state  of  the  rookeries  in  1889  I  carefully  observed  that  in  the  majority 
of  cases  the  four  and  five  year  old  males  were  alh>wed  to  drop  out  of  a 
"drive"  before  the  bachelors  had  been  driven  any  distance  from  the 
hauling  grounds.  These  seals  were  let  go  for  the  sole  i)ur[jose  of  sup- 
plying sufficient  future  breeders. 

A  few  seals  are  injured  by  redriving  (often  conflicted  with  overdriving 
and  sometimes  so  called),  but  the  number  so  injured  is 
inconsiderable  and  could  have  no  appreciable  effect  upon  ^jri^ng^^"^'"^**^^''" 
seal  life  through  destroying  the  virility  of  the  male. 
The  decrease,  caused  by  pelagic  sealing,  compelled  whatever  injurious 
redriving  has  taken  place  on  the  islands,  as  it  was  often  necessary  to 
drive' every  two  or  three  days  from  the  same  hauling  gnmnds,  which 
caused  many  seals  let  go  in  a  former  "drive"  to  be  driven  over  again 
before  thoroughly  rested.    If  a  "drive"  was  made  only  once  a  week 
from  a  certain  hauling  ground,  as  had  been  the  case  before  pelagic  sealing 
grew  to  such  enormous  proportions  and  depleted  the  rookeries,  there 
would  be  no  damage  at  all  resulting  from  redriving. 

In  my  opinion,  pelagic  sealing  is  the  cause  of  redriving  on  the  islands, 
the  depletion  of  the  rookeries,  and  promises  to  soon  make  the  Alaska 
fur-heal  herd  a  thing  of  the  past.    If  (continued  as  it  is  to-day,  even 
if  killing  on  the  islands  was  absolutely  forbidden,  the  herd  will  in  a 
few  years  be  exterminated.    I  am,  then^fore,  of  the 
opinion  that  pelagic  sealing  should  be  absolutely  pro-  ^^i'^«i'i»»iti«>unece«- 
hibited  both  in  Bering  Sea  and  the  North  Paciti<5  ()(ean. 
If  this  is  done  and  a  few  years  are  allowed  the  seal  herd  to  recover 
from  the  enormous  slaughter  of  the  past  seven  years,  the  Pribilof  Islands 
will  produce  their  100,0(K)  skins  as  heretofore  for  an  indetinite  period. 

I  hereby  append  to  and  make  a  part  of  this  affidavit  a  table,  marked 
A,  giving  the  number  of  seals  killed  each  day  on  the 
Islan^ofSt.  Paul  during  the  years  1889  and  1890  up  ^Ji".VK^ ''^'"  "«" 
to  the  20th  day  of  July. 

I  also  append  to  and  make  a  part  of  this  affidavit  a  table,  marked  B, 
showing  the  killing  of  seals  on  the  island  of  St.  Paul  u])  to  July  20,  for 
for  the  years  1870  to  1890,  inclusive,  compiled  from  the  records  kept  at 
the  Grovernment  House  on  St.  Paul  Island. 

I  also  append  to  and  make  a  part  of  this  affidavit  a  table,  marked  C, 
showing  the  daily  temperature  and  state  of  the  weather  for  the  months 
of  June  and  July  during  the  years  1889  and  1890,  compiled  from  obser- 
vations taken  by  Dr.  C.  A.  Lutz,  on  St.  Paul  Island. 

Charles  A.  Goff. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Sevellon  a.  Brown, 

Notary  Fublic. 
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Deposition  of  Alexander  Hansson^  employi  of  lessees  on  SU  Paul  Island. 

PELAGIC  SEAXINa. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss: 

Alexander  Hansson,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 
Ex   rienc©  ^^  yeai's  of  age,  a  native  of  Sitka,  Alaska,  and  was 

xpo  ence.  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  California,  and  after- 

wards attended  school  six  years  in  Lovisa,  Finland,  returning  to  the 
United  States  in  1875,  when  18  years  old.  I  immediately  took  service 
as  second  mate  on  the  schooner  Matthew  Turner,  and  later  on  the 
steamer  Bora,  vessels  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  sailing  to 
Alaska,  and  was  employed  a  greater  part  of  the  time,  for  two  years  and 
a  half,  in  the  Unalaska  district.  In  188G  I  went  to  St.  Paul  Island  of 
the  Pribilof  group,  and  have  since  remained  there  constantly  from  that 
time  until  August,  1891.  I  was  employed  there  in  various  occupations 
in  connection  with  sealing,  butchietiy  in  handling  sealskins  and  as  one 
of  the  ^'  killing  gang,"  and  am  familiar  with  every  phase  of  the  business. 
In  188G  and  1887  there  appeared  to  be  enough  seals,  and  the  men 

were  kept  pretty  steadily  at  work  afte,r  the  first  few 

isS^isb?!**^**^"^*^"   ^^'*^y^  ^^  ^^^^  season  until  the  cat<jh  was  (completed. 

(Tood  sized  skins  were  taken  in  these  yeai*8  and  there 
was  no  trouble  in  getting  them,  but  large  seals  grew  very  scarce  oa 

the  island  in  1888,  and  still  more  so  in  the  three  follow- 

ecreaso.  |^^^  years.    Th(»  ordcrs  of  the  'M)0ss"  of  th<^  S^^^gj  i" 

which  I  worked  in  1888  and  1881),  under  the  nianagement  of  the  Alaska 

Commercial  Company,  were  not  to  kill  the  5-year  old  bulls,  because 

they  were,  he  said,  needed  on  the  rookeries. 

There  were  a  good  many  dead  pups  on  the  rookeries  every  year  I 

was  on  the  island,  and  they  seemed  to  grow  more 
)ea(  pupa.  immerous  from  year  to  year.    There  may  not,  in  fact, 

have  been  more  of  them,  because  the  rookeries  were  all  the  time  grow- 
ing smaller,  and  the  dead  pups  in  the  latter  years  were  more  numerous 
in  ])roportion  of  the  live  ones.  They  were  thin  and  poor,  and  appeared 
to  liave  starved  to  death. 

I^ookoriea  anialler         ^  ^"^  ®^^^®  *^^  ^^^'^  ^^  ^^®  rOOkClieS  OU  St.  Paul  Islaud 

voo  ones  ania  er.  ^^^^  ^^^  number  of  scals  OU  tlicm  iu  1891  were  less  than 

one  half  of  their  size  and  number  ift  1886. 

The  natives  for  whom  I  am  entitled  to  si)eak,  as  being  one  of  them, 

and  receiving  a  share  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sealeries,  protest  that 

ivia  ic  aeaiin       ^^^^  United  Statcs  Government  ought  to  have  protected 

V  agic  aea  ng.     ^j^^  rookerics  agaiust  deep-sea  seal  fishing,  because  we 

believe  the  seals  rightly  belong  to  us  and  shcmld  not  be  killed  when 

Protoction  necea-  they  arc  away  from  their  island  home.    We  earnestly 

^^^y-  pray  for  the  protex^tion  to  which  we  are  justly  entitled. 

Alex.  Hansson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  30th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  18D2. 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public, 
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Deposition  of  Max  ffeilbronneryseoretary  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

SEALSKIN  RECORD  OF  ST.  PAUL  ISLAND,  ALASKA,  1871  TO  1889. 

Showing  the  dates,  the  rooJceties  from  which  the  seals  were  driven y  and  the  number  killed 
from  each  drove,  except  that  the  catch  at  Northeant  Point,  is  entered  weekly,  without 
designating  the  particular  part  of  that  rookery  from  which  the  animals  were  driven. 

1871. 


May   15.  Reef  and  Tolstoy 175 

24.  Reef 243 

June    I.Tolstoy 578 

2.  Reef 220 

5.Reef 904 

6.  Englisli  Bay 1,680 

9.  Southwest  Bay 969 

10.  Southwest  Bay 1,  730 

13.  Reef 861 

15.  English  Bay  and  Tol- 
stoy    1,130 

18.  Reef 1,387 

20.  Southwest  Bay 1,069 

20.  Southwest  Bay 901 

22.  Lukanan 1,283 

23.  Tolstoy 495 

24.  Reef 791 

24.  Northeast  Point 2, 653 

27.  English  Bay 259 

28.  English  Bay  and  Tol- 

stoy    2,128 

29.  Reef 1,006 

30.  Tolstoy 274 

July     I.Tolstoy 914 

3.  Northeast  Point 2, 038 

5.  Reef  and  Lukanan 808 

6.  Reef  and  Lukanan 2, 815 

7.  Reef 1,187 

8.  Reef 751 

17.  Zoltoy 1,029 

21.  Lukanan  and  Tolstoy . .  1, 922 

22.  Northeast  Point 3,  352 

22.  Ketovy 778 

24.  Zoltoy : 1,172 

26.  Lukanan 1,788 

28.  Northeast  Point 3, 836 

28.  Tolstoy 1,388 

31.  Lukanan 650 

Aug.  11.  Zoltoy 205 

18.  Zoltoy 150 


Aug.  24.  Zoltoy 

29.  Zoltoy 

Sept.    4.  Ketovy 

11.  Zoltoy 

13.  Northeast  Point 

18.  Zoltoy 

26.  Zoltoy 

Oct.     2.  Lukanan   

9.  Halfway  Point 

10.  Ketovy 

11.  English   Bay  and  Tol- 

stoy   

13.  English    Bay  and   Tol- 

stoy   

14.  Reef 

16.  Lukanan 

17.  Reef 

19.  English   Bay   and   Tol- 

stoy   

12.  English   Bay  and   Tol- 

stoy   

17.  Northeast  Point 

18.  Northeast  Poiu  t 

19.  Northeast  Point 

21.  English   Bay  and   Tol- 
stoy   

25.  English   Bay  and   Tol- 
stoy   / 

27.  Reef 

27.  Ketovy 

28.  Reef 

28.  Northeast  Point 

28.  English  Bay 

Nov.     6.  Reef 

16.  English  Bay 

Dec.    19.  Keef 

30.  English  Bay 


122 
53 

189 

158 
52 

105 
77 

133 
1,117 
1,300 

1,300 

1,326 
825 
631 

683 

1,157 

2,454 

1,490 

732 

1,436 

3,412 

2,181 
712 

1,420 
676 

3,032 

2,987 
718 
501 
644 
486 

77, 620 


1872. 


May    14.  Reef 

24.  Reef 

June     1.  Reef 

3.  Tolstoy 

5.  Reef 

10.  Tolstoy 

11.  Southwest  Bay 

12.  Reef 

13.  English  Bay 

14.  Tolstoy  and  Lukanan 

14.  Northeast  Point 

15.  Reef 

17.  Zoltoy 

19.  English  Bay 

20.  Reef  and  Zoltoy 

21.  Lukanan 


227 

455 

759 

278 

293 

209 

1,607 

662 

1,  730 

1,018 

4,003 

702 

388 

2,826 

1,166 

1,702 


Juno  21.  Northeast  Point 

22.  Jjukanan 

24.  Reef  and  Zoltoy  ... 

27.  English  Bay  ...* 

28.  Tolstoy  ../. 

28.  Lukanan 

28.  Northoast  Point 

29.  liukanau 

July     2.  Zoltoy , 

5.  English  Bay 

5.  Northcjist  Point 

6.  Zoltoy 

9.  English  Bay 

12.  I^nkanan  and  Zoltoy 

13.  English  Bay '., 

15.  Zoltoy 


5,  014 
521 
910 

4,615 

1,  315 
318 

5,109 
798 

1,  839 
3,  259 
5,117 
1,(>40 
3, 135 

2,  060 
2,319 
1,133 
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187S— Continued. 


July   16.  Hiilfway  Point 1, 659 

18.  English  Hay 2,313 

19.  Nortlieast  Point 4,  204 

19.  Lukanan 836 

22.  Zoltoy 628 

25.  Zoltoy 1,369 

25.  English  Hay 2, 070 

29.  Zoltoy 10 

Ang.     6.  Zoltoy 119 

14.  Zoltoy 87 

16.  Northeast  Point 20 

19.  Zoltoy 112 

29.  Luk.inan 151 

Sept.    6.  Lukanan 


Sept.  13. 
20. 


Oct. 


55 


Nov. 
Dec. 


10. 
22. 
28. 
29. 
31. 
31. 
29. 

5. 

6. 


Lukanan 29 

Lukanan 11 

Lukanan 10 

Lukanan 17 

English  Bay 1, 255 

English  Hay  and  Keof.  664 

English  l^av  and  Ueef.  11 

Northeast  Point 1, 680 

Tolstoy : 395 

Reef 66 

Tolstoy 391 


75,352 


1873. 


May  23. 

23. 

June    3. 

4. 

6. 

IL 

12. 
14. 
14. 
17. 
17. 
17. 
20. 
21. 
23. 
23. 
25. 
27. 
28. 
28. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

5. 


July 


Southwest  Bay 96 

Keef 188 

R<;ef  aud  Tolstoy 7% 

Southwest  Hay 700 

Reef  and  Tolstoy 916 

English  and  Southwest 

Hays 2,445 

Reef  and  Zoltoy 1,  (J56 

English  Hav 2,016 

Northeast  i»(>int 3,  212 

Tolstoy 1,758 

Heef  and  Zoltoy 455 

Lulvanan ()63 

Southwest  Hay 3,910 

Zoltoy ()50 

Tolstoy 1,787 

Ncjrtheast  Point 3.  410 

English  Hay 1^,137 

Keef  and  JJikanan 2,191 

Zoltoy 1,142 

Nortlieast  Poiut 5,  (i20 

Tolstoy 1,838 

Zoltovand  Lukanan...  2,322 

English  Hay 1,927 

Zoltoy 2,194 

Zoltoy 693 

Northeast  Point 4, 662 


July 


Aug. 


Sept. 

Oct. 
Dec. 


7.  Zoltoy  and  Lukanan. ..  1, 502 

9.  English  Hay 2, 485 

9.  Northeast  Point 1,  614 

14.  Tcdstoy 917 

15.  Zoltoy 1,228 

16.  Lukanan 1, 540 

17.  English  Hay 1, 553 

18.  Zoltoy 925 

19.  Lukanan  and  Zolt^iy  ..  1,045 
19.  Northeast  }\m\t 5,  696 

21.  English  Bay . . : 752 

22.  Lukanan  and  Zoltoy.  ..  I,  i)26 

23.  Lukanan  and  Zoltoy. ..  446 
23.  Northeast  Point 2,  725 

4.  Zcdtoy 173 

13.  Zoltoj' 144 

19.  Zolt^)y 65 

25.  Lukanan 72 

1.  Tolstoy 47 

9.  Tolstoy 25 

25.  Tolstoy 11 

9.  T<dstoy 135 

20.  Tolstoy 355 

30.  Tolstoy 242 


75,437 


1874. 


April 27.  Northeast  Poiut 14 

May     (>.  Southeast  Hay 407 

19.  Reef / 336 

25.  Reef :^3 

30.  Reef 217 

Juno    3.  English  and  Southwest 

Bays 2,301 

3.  Reef 538 

4.  English   Bay  and  Tol- 

stoy    556 

6.  Northeast  Point 4, 062 

8.  I{eef  and  Zoltoy 638 

9.  English  and  Southwest 

Bays 1,897 

10.  Tolstoy 634 

11.  Reef.! 540 

13.  English  and  South W4>st 

Bays 1,982 

13.  Tolstoy 620 

13.  Northeast  I'oint 4, 724 


June  15. 
17. 

17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
20. 
20. 
23. 
25. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
27. 
30. 
July     1. 

3. 

3. 

4. 


Reef  and  Zoltoy 889 

English    Bay  aud   Ttd- 

stoy *. 2,689 

Zoltoy 474 

Southwest  Bay 1,665 

Sout  h west  Bay 1, 750 

Tolstov  and  Lukanan . .  2, 5^ 

Zoltoy 470 

Northeast  Point 7,212 

Zoltoy  and  l^ukanan  ..  3,977 

English  Bay 2,688 

Engl ish  Ba y 580 

Re«f  and  Zoltoy 1,913 

Lukanan 1,321 

Northeast  I'oiut 8, 129 

Tolstoy  and  Zoltoy....  1, 212 

English  Bay 2,208 

Zoltoy  and  Lukanan  ..  2, 615 

Tolstoy 1,537 

Zoltoy  and  Lukanan  . .  688 
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l&V'^^CaaUnned. 


Jane 


July 


July    4.  Northeast  Point 3, 014 

6.  Tolstoy 1,364 

8.  English  Bay 2,702 

9.  Zoltoy 1,987 

9.  Lukanau  and  Tolstoy  .  1, 580 

10.  Zoltoy 432 

10.  Northeast  Point 3, 367 

13.  Tolstoy  and  Lukauan  .  1, 664 

14.  English  Bay 2,169 

15.  Zoltoy 468 

16.  Lukaoan 1,094 

16.  Zoltoy 668 

17.  Liikanan 527 

17.  Northeast  Point 4, 004 

23.  Zoltoy 127 

1S75. 

Jan.     3.  Northeast  Point 25 

Feb.    10.  Northeast  Point 9 

IG.  Northeast  Point 6 

Mar.     6.  Northeast  Point 16 

May     6.  Southwest  Bay 178 

6.  Southwest  Bay 311 

10.  Northeast  Point 9 

14.  Northeast  Point 20 

18.  Reef 143 

24.  Reef 656 

31.  Reef 492 

June    I.Tolstoy 204 

2.  Southwest  Bay 1, 198 

5.  Zoltoy  an<l  Tolstoy  ....  692 

7.  Zoltoy,    Tolstoy,  and 

Reef 710 

8.  Southwest  and  English 

Bay 1,560 

10.  Southwest  and  English 

Bay 1,456 

12.  Reef  and  Zoltoy 631 

12.  Northeast  Point 4, 052 

14.  Tolstoy 739 

15.  Half  Way  Point 2,115 

16.  Reef  and  Tolstoy 707 

16.  Lukanan 452 

18.  Southwest  and  English 

Bays 3,300 

19.  Zoltoy 1,363 

19.  Northeast  Point 5, 252 

21.  Tolstoy 1,830 

22.  Zoltoy 1,149 

23.  English  Bay 3,007 

24.  Lukanan 202 


July  28.  Zoltoy 165 

Aug.    5.  Zoltoy 110 

10.  Zoltoy 104 

17.  Zoltoy 124 

24.  Zoltoy 116 

Sept.    7.  Zoltoy 91 

16.  ZoltoV 108 

25.  Zoltoy 117 

Oct.      1.  Zoltov 44 

19.  Reef' 118 

29.  Reef 196 

Dec.  17.  Reef 1,474 


92,221 


Aug. 


Oct. 
Nov. 


26.  Southwest  Bay 4, 036 

26.  Northeast  Point 7,  323 

28.  Reef  and  Zoltoy 1, 526 

30.  English  Bay 3, 925 

1.  Lukanan  and  Zoltoy  ..  2,534 

3.  Northeast  Point 5,  020 

6.  Zoltoy 1,248 

8.  English  Bay 3, 365 

9.  Tolstoy 2,097 

10.  Ketovy 1,125 

10.  Northeast  Point 5,  935 

13.  Zoltov 1,  565 

14.  Tolstoy 1,810 

14.  Ketovy 746 

15.  English  Bay 2,  700 

16.  Zoltov 1,  205 

17.  Northeast  Point 7,  439 

17.  Northeast  Point 27 

17.  Zoltov 6:^7 

28.  Zoltoy 159 

4.  Zoltoy 235 

14.  Ketovy 191 

22.  Zoltov 159 

2.  Zoltoy 101 

11.  Zoltoy 78 

22.  Zoltoy 41 

30.  Zoltov 63 

13.  Zoltoy 55 

5.  Keef 155 

18.  Tolstoy 1,985 

27.  South  west  Bay 9 


90, 036 


ISTS. 


Jan.   12.  Tolstoy  and  Southwest 

Bay 709 

Mav  23.  Southwest  Bay ^  897 

30.  Reef 223 

June    3.  Southwest  Bay 188 

6.  Reef 836 

6.  Reef 673 

7.  Tolstoy 468 

8.  Southwest  Bay 56() 

10.  Zoltoy 173 

10.  Northeast  Point 1, 585 

12.  Zoltoy 868 

13.  Halfway  Point 811 


Juno  14.  Tolstoy 885 

15.  Zoltov  and  Reef 624 

16.  Southwest  Ha  v 2,  611 

17.  Northeast  Pc.int 3, 120 

19.  Zoltoy 2,942 

21.  Tolstoy  Hill 3,  161 

22.  Zoltoy 480 

24,  Northeast  Point 6,  193 

24.  Southwest  Hay 4, 503 

26.  Zoltov 862 

28.  English  Bay 3,  017 

29.  Zoltoy 1,442 

July     1.  Northeast  Point 7, 000 
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1876— Continnod. 


July     1.  Tolstoy  an.l  Middle  Hill 

4.  Zoltoy  and  Ketovy 

5.  Tolstoy 

7.  English  Bay 

8.  Northeast  Point 

8.  Lukana:i 

10.  Zoltoy 

10.  Tolstoy 

21.  Zoltoy 

29.  Zoltoy 

Aug.    2.  Tolstoy 

2.  Lukanan 

May   22.  Reef 

June    4.  Reef 

5.  Southwest  and  English 

Bay 

8.  Southwest  and  English 

Bay 

12.  Reef  and  Zoltoy 

i:^.  Halfway  Point 

14.  Southwest  and  English 

Bay 

15,  Tolntoy  and  Lukanan  . 

1«.  Zoltov 

18.  Zoltov 

ll».  Tolstov  and  Middle  Hill 

20.  Southwest  Bay 

21.  Zoltoy  and  Lukanan... 

22.  Halfway  Point 

23.  Tolstov'and  Midtlle  Hill 

23.  Northeast  Point 

25.  Zoltov 

26.  Halfway  Point 

27.  Tolstoy  and  Miihlle  Hill 

28.  Zoltoy  and  Lukanan  .. 

29.  English  Bav 

30.  Tolstoy  and  Middle  Hill 

Mav  20.  Seal  Lion  Rock 

30.  Sonthwest  Bay  and  Tol- 
stoy   

Juno  8.  Reef 

11.  Southwest  Bay  and  Tol- 

stoy   

12.  Reef.... 

13.  Southwest  and  English 

Bays 

14.  Tolstoy 

15.  Ketovv  and  Zoltov 

17.  Tolstoy  and  Middle  Hill 

18.  Southwest  and  Eugli^^l 

Bays 

19.  Ketovy.  Lukanan   and 

Zoltov 

20.  Tolstoy  and  Middle  Hill 

21.  Southwest  Bay 

22.  Zoltoy  and  Lukanan  . . 
22.  Northeast  Point 

24.  Halfway  Point 

25.  Tolstov and  Middle  Hill 

•  

28.  Lukanan  and  Zoltov  . . 

27.  Southwest  and  English 

Bays 

28.  Ketovy  and  Zoltoy 

29.  Tolstoy  and  Lukanan. . 


4,495  ' 
2,014  i 
2, 846  I 
2,267  : 
8,116  : 
2,126 
2,039  i 
1, 974  i 

53 
1,040 
2,  139 
1,538 


Aug    10.  Zoltoy 

17.  Ketovy 

23.  Ketovy 

Sept.    1.  Zoltoy 

9.  Ketovy 

16.  Zoltoy 

Nov.  24.  Southwest  Bay. 

25.  Southwest  Bay 
Dec.    14.  Tolstoy 


120 
129 
207 
163 
50 
9 
376 
127 
575 


187T. 


332 
546 

796 

1,696 
446 

1,092 

l,fU7 
1,506 
1,092 
1,011 
1. 458 
1.631 
1,172 
1.224 

1,  a^o 

5,  iHv5 
1, 250 
430 
2,  020 
1,396 
2.166 
1,915 


1S7 

205 

703 

857  I 

2.407  j 


June 

July 


30. 
2. 

3*. 
5. 

6. 

7. 

7. 

9. 
10. 
10. 
14. 
27. 

6. 
11. 
20. 
30. 
12. 
18. 
27. 
29. 
Dec.  22. 


Aug. 


Sept. 
Nov. 


77,900 


Northeast  Point 6, 449 

Zoltoy 1,849 

Tolstoy  and  Lukanan  .  1, 534 
English  Bav  and  Middle 

Hill.....'. 2,522 

Ketovy  and  Lukanan . .  2, 275 

Northeast  Point 5, 660 

Zoltoy 1,113 

Zoltoy 496 

Tolstoy  and  Middle  Hill  2, 066 

Northeast  Point 2, 172 

Zoltov 1,066 

Zoltov 75 

Zolt^- 142 

Zoltov 168 

Zoltov •..  176 

Zoltoy 108 

Zoltov 52 

Zoltov 201 

Southwest  Bay 1, 241 

Southwest  Bay 339 

Northeast  Point 20 


61,584 


55(> 


1,098  I 

8S7  '■ 

1,2«2  i 

1,501  j 


2.271 

91^2 
1,731 
1.  457 
1,309 
5. 9(X) 
L473 
1.5.">2 

1. 8ir> 

2.666 
L6t;i 
1,130 


8. 

June  29.  Northeast  Point 

July     1.  Halfway  Point 

2.  Zoltoy  and  Ketovy 

3.  Lukanan 

4.  Zoltoy  and  Ketovy 

5.  Tolstoy 

6.  Zoltoy  and  Ketovy 

6.  Northeast  Point 

8.  Halfway  Point 

8.  Lukanan  and  Ketovy.. 

9.  Zoltov 

10.  Zoltoy 

10.  Northeast  Point 

1 2.  Tolstoy  and  Middle  HUl 

13.  Zoltov 

16.  Tolstoy 

17.  Zoltov 

18.  Zoltoy 

18.  Lukanan 

30.  Zoltoy 

Aug.  10.  Zoltoy 

Nov.  26.  Reef  and  Tolstoy 

28.  Reef  and  Tolstoy 

Dec.  14.  Northeaat  Point 


6,375 

2,237 

3,903 

791 

2,010 

2,622 

1,036 

7,231 

4Si 

885 

2,288 

916 

3,322 

3,600 

2,101 

1,986 

2,337 

1,549 

272 

304 

294 

1,128 

815 

183 

82;  152 
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1879. 

Hay  20.  Sontkwest  and  English  June  28. 

Bays 278 

26.  Reef 525  28. 

June    2.  Reef 162  30. 

7.  English  and  Southwest  July     1. 

Bays 1,627  2. 

9.  Reef 434  3. 

10.  Halfway  Point 1, 188  4. 

11.  Southwest  and  English  5. 

Bays 1,462  5. 

12.  Tolstoy 498  7. 

14.  Southwest     Bay     and  8. 

Middle  Hill 997 

13.  Reef,  Zoltoy,  and  Ke-  9. 

tovy 730 

16.  Halfway  Point 522  10. 

17.  Southwest     Bay     and  10. 

Middle  HiU 1,331  14. 

18.  Reef,   Zoltoy,  and  Ke-  15. 

tovy 914  16. 

19.  Southwest  and  English 

Bays 1,110  25. 

20.  Tolstoy  and  Middle  Hill  1, 176  29. 

21.  Lukanan,  Ketovy,  and  Aug.    2. 

Roef 1,053  11. 

21.  Northeast  Point 7, 388  28. 

23.  Tolstoy  and  Middle  Hill  2, 300  Nov.  13. 

24.  Southwest  and  English  27. 

Bays 1,822  Dec.     6. 

25.  Reef,  Zoltoy,  and  Ke-  15. 

tovy 1,995  26. 

26.  Tolstoy,    Middle    Hill,  Aug.  20. 

andZoltov 1,542 

27.  Halfway  Point 1,940 

1880. 

May  14.  Southwest  Bay 206  June  30. 

22.  Reef 225  July     1. 

29.  Northeast  Point 19  2. 

June    1.  Roef 216  3. 

8.  Southwest  Bay 1, 496  3. 

9.  Reef 926 

11.  Tolstoy     and    English  5. 

Bay 884  5. 

12.  Southwest  and  English  6. 

Bays 762  7. 

14.  Halfway  Point   1, 204  8. 

15.  Reef  and  Zoltoy 763 

16.  Southwest  and  English  9. 

Bays 990 

17.  Reef,   Zoltoy,  and    Ke-  10. 

tovy -703  10. 

18.  Tolstoy     and    English 

Bay 1,618  12. 

19.  Northejist  Point 5, 277  13. 

19.  English  Bav  and  Mid-  14. 

die  HiU. r 801 

21.  Halfway  Point 1, 459  15. 

22.  Reef,   Zoltov,   and  Ke-  16. 

tovy.....* 1,035  17. 

23.  Tolstoy  and  Middle  Hill  1,  701  30. 

24.  Reef,    Zoltoy,  and   Ke-  31. 

tow 1,437  Aug.  10. 

25.  English  Bay  and  Middle  Oct.    25. 

HiU 2,580  Nov.  29 

26.  Reef,   Zoltoy,   and  Ke-  Do.    8. 

tovy 1,062  9. 

26.  Northeast  Point 6, 201  31. 

28.  Halfway  Point  1, 514 

29.  Zoltoy  and  Lukuuan  . .  1, 743 


Lukanan,  Ketovy,  and 

Zoltoy 1,206 

Northeast  Point 7, 042 

Tolstov  and  Middle  HUl  2, 617 

English  Bay 2,148 

Zoltoy  and  Lukanan  . .  1, 885 

Tolstov  and  Ketovy  ...  1, 932 

EncUshBay 2,106 

Lukanan  and  Ketovy , .  1, 168 

Northeast  Point 9, 083 

Tolstoy  and  Middle  HiU  1, 528 
llukauan,  Ketovy,  and 

Zoltoy ;...  1,920 

Lukanan,  Ketovy,  and 

Zoltoy 983 

Tolstoy 948 

Northeast  Point 5,  599 

Zoltoy 2,652 

Zoltoy  and  Ketovv 1,  283 

Tolstoy,    Middle    Hill, 

and  Lukanan 2, 282 

Zoltoy 43-1 

Zoltoy 429 

Zoltov 237 

Zoltoy 171 

Zoltoy 3 

Keef 70 

liver 162 

Reef 845 

Keef 1,144 

Northeiist  Poiut 62 

Zoltoy 121 


81,004 


Tolstov  and  Middle  Hill  2,  297 

Tolstov  and  Middle  Hill  1,  621 

Kn«xli8li  Bay 2,373 

Northeast  Point 7, 167 

Zoltoy,    Reef,  and    Ke- 
tovv    1,386 

Halfway  Point 789 

liukanan  and  Ketovv.-  651 

Zoltoy "...  1,577 

Tolstoy  and  Lukanan. .  1,  (554 
Reef,  ketovy,  and  Zol- 
toy   2,218 

Middle  Hill  and  J^uka- 

nan 1,420 

Northeast  Poiut 7, 073 

Zoltoy,     Ketovy,      and 

Lukanan 1,221 

Zoltov  and  Ketovv XM 

Tolstoy  and  Middle  Hill  1,  763 
Reef,  iioltov,  and  Luka- 
nan  ' 2,688 

Middle  Hill  and  Ketovv  1,  834 

English  Bay 2.461 

Zoltov 531 

Zoltov 228 

Zoltov 218 

Zoltov 351 

English  Hay 60 

English  Bav 480 

Reef ' 1,126 

Southwest  Bay 13 

Northeast  Point 125 


78,923 
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TESTIMONY 


IBBl. 


Jan.     1. 

3. 
May  29. 
June    6. 

7. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
15. 

16. 

17. 
18. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
24. 

.       25. 

25. 
•     27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

July     1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 


Aiiju:. 
Nov. 


Jan.    12. 

V\'h.     «. 

•    10. 

Mav    22. 

22. 

S)! 

Jnne    2. 

7. 

«. 

10. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

14. 

l(i. 

17. 

19. 

20. 
21. 

22. 

23. 
24. 


Tolstov  and  Koef 919     July 

Tolstoy 122 

Reef 171  , 

R<M'f  and  Zoltoy 421 

English  and  Southwest 

Bays 1,225 

Keef 149 

Rocky  Point 474 

Reef  and  Z(dt(»y 195 

En^liRh  and  Sou t Invest 

Bays •..  2,386 

Lukanan,  Rw^f,  and  Zol- 
toy    723 

Halfway  Point 539 

Tolstoy'and  English  Bay  1,  225 

Zoltoy  and  Lnkanan ...  1,  614 

'I olstoy  and  Middh'  Hill  1. 491 

Tolstov  and  English  Bay  2, 0.">X 

Zoltoy lyUrii 

Halfway  Point (k^ 

English  Bay  and  Middle 

HiB 2,4:W 

Middle  Hill,  Lnkanan, 

and  Zoltov 1, 275 

Northeast  Point 4, 19(> 

English  Bay   and   Tol- 
stoy    1,2.52 

Sdiithwest  and  Englisli 

Bays 1,919 

Zoltov  and  Lnkanan  ..  I.(t94 

Zoltoy  and  Lnkanan ...  3,  000 
Tolstoy.    Middh^    Hill, 

and  Ketovv 1,131 

Halfway  Poiiit 913 

Nort  heast  Point 7,  369 

English  Bay  and  Mid<lle 

Hill..../ 2,2a''> 

Sea  Lion  Rock 77 

Sea  Lion  Kock 193 

Sra  Lion  Koek S 

Tolstoy 131 

Northeast  Point 51 

Reef 116 

Southwest  Bay 4(H) 

Southwest  Bav 817 

Rctrf  and  Zoltoy 42S 

K*eef  an<l  Zoltoy 488 

Southwest  Bay* 1.  IIMJ 

Halfway  Point 217 

Southwest  Bav S03 

Northeast  Poiiit 1,  393 

Zoltoy   and    Halfway 

l»oiiit "..  1,458 

Southwest  Bay  and  Zol- 
toy   .' 1,070 

Lnkanan,  Ketovy,  and 

Reef '.m 

South w«'st  Bay 2, 010 

'I'olstoy     and      Middle 

Hill! 0)52 

Reef,   Z(dtoy,   and   Ke- 
tovv   1,457 

Halfway  Point 1,  230 

Tolstoy     and      Middle 

Hill 1,083 


6. 

7. 

8. 
8. 
9. 

12. 

13. 

14. 
15. 

16. 

16. 
18. 

19. 
20. 


o. 
16. 

O. 

16. 
17. 
21. 

7. 

9. 


Zoltoy  and  Ketovy  ....  1, 129 
English  and  Southwetit 

Bays 3,447 

T«dst^)y  and  Zoltoy  ....  1, 890 

Halfw'av  Point 1,118 

Northeast  Point 6, 371 

English  Bav  and  Middle 

Hill  ...: 2,630 

Tolstoy,     Zoltov,     and 

Lnkanan ' 3,073 

English  Bay  and  Middle 

Hill \ 1,778 

English  Bay 1,471 

Tolstoy,  Lnkanan,  and 

Zoltoy 3,558 

Lnkanan,  Ketovy,  and 

Zoltoy .* 711 

Northeast  Point 16 

Tolstoy,  Lnkanan   and 

Zoltoy 2,449 

English  Bay 2,300 

Tolstoy,   Lnkanan  and 

Zolt4>v 2,530 

Zoltoy  .* 313 

Zoltoy 224 

Zoltoy 247 

Middle  Hill 180 

Middle  Hill 6(59 

Tolstoy 490 

Middle  Hill 461 

Southwest  Bay 1,018 

Reef 1,385 


82,386 


June  21.  Northeast  Point 5,987 

2t5.  Southwest  Bay 1,861 

27.  English    Hay  and  Mid- 
dle Hill..'. 2,a'>4 

2S.  Mvi^i'  and  Zoltov 2,  293 

21>.  Middle    Hill    and  T<»1- 

stov 1,791 

:iO.  Halfway  Point 1,497 

July      1.  Zoltoy  '. 1,021 

1.  Northeast  Point 5,8:i0 

.      3.  Southwest  Bay 2, 520 

4.  English   Bay  and    Mid- 
dle Hill  ..' 2,037 

5.  Zoltoy  and  Ketoyy 1,778 

6.  Tolstov,     Michlle'  Hill, 
and  Zoltoy 1,241 

7.  Eni^lish   Hay  and    Mid- 
dle Hill..' 1,373 

8.  Halfway  Point 1,977 

8.  Northrast  Point 5,128 

10.  Zoltoy,     Ketovy,    and 

Lnkanan 2,055 

12.  Zoltoy,     Ketovy,    and 
Lnkanan 1,928 

13.  Southwest  Bay 2, 700 

14.  English  Bay  and   Mid- 
dle Hill.; 2,603 

15.  Northeast  Point 4, 087 


niATINO  TO   ST.   PAUL   ISLAND. 
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1883— Contdnaed. 


July  15.  Zoltoy  and  Lnkanan  ..  1,046 
17.  Enfjlish  Bay  and  Mid- 
dle HiU 1,719 

17.  Northeast  Point 874 

18.  Zoltoy 923 

19.  Zoltoy,    Ketovy,    and 

Lukanan 1, 276 

20.  Southwest  Bay 724 

25.  Zoltoy 204 


Aug.    4.  Zoltoy  . 

14.  Zoltoy . 

Nov.  17.  Tolstoy 

Hill  . 

30.  Tolstoy 
Dec.     6.  Keef . . . 

12.  Keef . . . 


and      Middle 


251 
103 

161 
803 
8a5 
398 


77, 798 


1883. 


Jan.     1. 

May   20. 
June    4. 

6. 

9. 
11. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
18. 
19. 

20. 

21. 
22. 

23. 
23. 
25. 

26. 
27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

30. 

July    2. 

3. 


Northeast  Point 

Southwest  Bay 

Tolstoy  and  Southwest 
Bay 

Halfway  Point 

Reef  and  Zoltoy 

Southwest  Bay 

Tolstoy  and  Middle  Hill 

Reef  and  Zoltoy 

Halfway  Point 

Southwest  Bay 

Tolstoy  and  Lukanan . . 

Reef  and  Zoltoy 

Southwest  Bay 

Tolstoy,  Middle  Hill, 
and  English  Bay 

Halfway  Point  and  Luk- 
anan   

Reef  and  Zoltoy 

Middle  Hill  and  Eng- 
lish Bay 

Northeast  Point 

Tolstoy  and  Lukanan . . 

English  Bay  and  Middle 
Hill 

Zoltoy  and  Lukanan  . . 

Soutliwest  and  English 
Bays 

Tolstoy,  Lukanan,  and 
Zoltoy 

Middle  Hill  and  Zoltoy 

Lukanan  and  Zoltoy  .. 

Northeast  Point 

Halfway  Point 

Southwest  Bay 


19 
227 

590 
352 
175 
209 
196 
351 
252 
490 
434 
341 
417 

734 

904 
955 

1,401 
3,279 
1,078 

1,428 
838 

1,638 

1,607 
1, 515 
1, 191 
5,012 
1,699 
2,151 


July 


4ug. 

Sept. 
Nov. 

Dec. 


4. 
5. 

6. 
7. 
9. 
9. 
10. 

12. 

13. 
14. 
16. 

17. 

18. 
19. 

19. 

1. 
10. 
20. 

1. 
12. 

5. 
26. 
27. 
12. 
19. 


Middle  Hill  and  Tolstoy 

Reef,  Zoltoy  aud  Luka- 
nan   

Middle  Hill  and  Zoltoy 

Zoltoy  and  Lukanau  . . 

Northeast  Point 

Middle  Hill 

Middle     Hill,  Tolstoy, 
and  Zoltoy 

Lukanan  and  Halfway 
Point 

Southwest  Bay 

Middle  Hill  and  Tolstoy 

Middle  Hill    and    Eng- 
lish Bay 

Halfway  Point  and  Zol- 
toy .  .*^ 

Southwest  Bay 

Middle    Hill,  Lukanan 
and  Zoltoy 

Middle    Hill,    LuVianan 
and  Zoltoy 

Zoltoy 

Zoltoy 

Zoltoy 

Zoltoy 

Zoltoy 

Keef 

Keef 

Tolstoy 

Keef 

Keef 


1,494 

2,346 

1,  755 
9a5 

5,066 
1,161 

1,923 

1, 657 
2,440 
2, 12() 

2,  059 

1,115 
1,  873 

1,  782 

101 
IIH) 
154 
197 
112 
.53 
174 

81 
402 
421 

59,  258 


1884. 


Jan      2.  Reef 

Mav   21.  Halfway     Point     and 

Reef 

27.  Southwest     Bay     and 

Reef 

June    3.  Reef 

5.  Southwest     Bay     and 

Tolstoy 

9.  Halfway     Point      and 
Reef 

10.  English  Bay 

11.  Southwest     Bay     and 

Halfway  Point 

12.  Middle  Hill  and  Zoltoy 

13.  Reef  and  Zoltoy 

14.  Tolstov    and    Halfway 

Point 

16.  Southwest  Bay 

17.  English  Bay  and  Reef. 


161 

187 

427 
317 

767 

1,238 
426 

1,  a56 
864 
771 

837 
1,421 
1,266 


June  18.  Halfwav     Point      and 

Ketovy 912 

19.  English"  Bay  and    Tol- 

stov    486 

20.  Southwest  Bav 1,786 

21.  Zoltov  and  Keef 1,  115 

21.  Northeast  Point 4,074 

23.  Halfway      Point      and 

Zoltoy 2,  Kk^ 

24.  Lukanan  Keef  and  Zol- 

toy         1,724 

25.  Southwest  Bay 1,  194 

26.  English    Bay  and  Mid- 

dle Hill 2,528 

27.  Zoltoy,  Keef,   and    Ke- 

tovy         1,827 

28.  Tolstoy,    Middle    Hill, 

and  Lukanau 1,500 

28.  Northeast  Point 5, 134 
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TEsnMoyr 


XS  S4— Coatia  leL 


Zoltoj L6n:! 

J1I7     1.  T-l.<o7.    ZoI'OT,     and 

Lr/i.inan 1. '"*2-l 

2.  Enj::l*ii.  Kar  and  Mid- 

rib Hill.; LS&4 

3.  So-'.'i.Trfl-      Bar       and 

Zolv.j : L33i5 

I.  Mid.:>    Hill.    T.-L*:oy. 

an^i  L  ikanari 1.  oli2 

5.  R**»:?*-  Zoiiov,   ifciiil    Kc- 

tOVT .' 1.249 

5.  N'orzhtartt  Point 5. 1'-f.* 

7.  HairVav  P'.lnt 1.  K>i 

?J.  li*riif.  Zoltoy.  atiii    K-i- 

rovy .' 2.  irT 

f:f.  ro'i r li xr^t  hay 1. 1:*>> 

f«.  No rt I . r:i.i t  Poi ri t 3.  LV.i 

10.  f>i;fiish  BaT  and  Mid- 
dle Hill..' 1,915 

]J.  Mi'idle  ffili.  Lnkiir;:in. 

and  Zo; :« .y 3. 072 

U.  HaltVav      Puint      and 

Zoltov 2,  .315 


lo. 

17. 

1*. 

ly. 
21. 


An  if. 

1. 

5. 

12. 

1C». 

2»;. 

Oot. 

3»J. 

Nov. 

10. 

24. 

De..'. 

5. 

24. 

$*mzbiwest  Bar 2,019 

Enzli'*li    Bav  and  Mid- 

.11.=  HiU/. 1,523 

Lakanan  and  Z<t^Icov..  1,777 
i:n;rli^li    Bavand  yid- 

dl-  HUl./. 1,866 

y.  .rtheasc  Point '  5, 089 

M:i!'LIr  Hill.  Lakanau. 

and  Z.dtoy 2,527 

En^Ii'li     Bay.    Zidioy. 

ar.ii  K^^rtwv '. .  1, 907 

Z.-.Iror ; 229 

Zoi'..y 88 

Zolcoy ..........  65 

Zol'iiT 84 

Zid-oy 57 

Zoir«»\- 53 

TolstoT 115 

ToUroy 108 

Zoltov 487 

Reef." 489 


81,733 


ISSo. 


•ft 


./!/»•: 


July 


■/ 
•». 

»;. 
II. 
i:{. 

15. 

16 

17. 

1". 

2f>. 

'/'^ 
24. 


25. 


2fi. 
27. 

27. 

1. 

:{. 

\. 
I. 

7. 


•'♦M  \a(*\\  i?ook 

.'*#-^»  r.:«iri  Iii»«:k 

Zolr.,v 

KV»rt 

\U'.*'.i 

R»»-r"  ;in'l   Zoltoy 

.\fi'Ml»-  ffili  JiriflTi.Ntov 

H.ilf'.v;iV  Pnint 

li»-**f*  in*!  Lnkanan 

Soiirh'.vi-.r  |{;iv 

Kii£(lith  Bav  and  Mi^l- 

di*:  Hill  ..' 

ffjillVav       Point     ami 

Liikanan 

Kft':f  and  Zoltoy 

Zoltoy  an'l  Liikari;in  .. 
ffalfwiiy  I'oint  ami  Zol- 

toy  .  .* 

.^iMifliw»*?*t  and  Kii;^li7.1i 

Ifsty* 

Liik:iri:ili.       Ji«-«rf,       and 

Zolf*»y 

UsiUu  a\  Point 

I.iika!i;ni.    Zoltov,   and 

JiV#r' .' 

.Noitli#rJi.-ir.  J N lint 

."•ii'if  h \v<-.--f.  liay 

Vs\v*\\'^\\  Bav  and  .Middli- 

Hill * 

Zolfov  and  Lukanan  .. 
.Mi«l'li*:Ifillan<I]:n;;li>^h 

Bfiv 

Halfway  I'oint  and  Z«d- 

tov 

Lnkanan  and  Zoltov  .. 

XortlifruMt  J'oint 

South  w#*st  Bay 

Kn^linh  Hay  and  Midrlli; 
Hill 


1j7      .Frily 
il 

to 
125 
587 
741 
971  I 
1. 7w  i 

617  ' 

1. 3»»7 

7M.» 
i 
1,142 

1.733 

1.  r.7l> 
h  372  I 

1.328  I 
4.1>70     Au^. 

1,»>12;        ' 

2,»>8l      Sept. 
1, 782     Oct. 
Nov. 
1,456 

2, 132     Dec. 

976 
4, 152 
1.271 


2,G03 


8.  Lukanan  and  KeU^vv . .  2, 548 

9.  Middle  Hill '. . .  1, 292 

10.  Hal t'wav  Point 2,302 

10.  Xiiriheast  Point 3, 916 

13.  Southwest  Bay 2, 132 

14.  EuiilidhBaTandMiddlo 

Hill...-.'. 2,692 

1.5.  Zoltny 2,138 

16.  HaltVay      Point      and 

Lukanan 2,137 

17.  Zoltov 2.201 

18.  Reet  and  Middle  Hill ..  1,552 

18.  Xortheast  INdnt 4, 160 

2t>.  S«uitli west  Bav 1,500 

21.  Middle  Hill  and  £n$>rMh 

Bay 2,720 

22.  Zoltov.  Reef,  and  Luka- 

nan   2,739 

23.  Zoltov  and  Middle  Hill  1,603 

23.  North.ast  Point 2, 620 

24.  HaltVav      Point     and 

Middle  Hill 2,4^ 

25.  MitMIe  Hill,  Lnkanan, 

and  Zoltoy 2, 212 

27.  Zoltov  and  Ketow 988 

3.  Zolti/v 147 

12.  Zoltov 178 

2L  Zoltoy 176 

5.  Zoltoy 44 

26.  Zoltoy 58 

9.  KnjrHshBav  andMiddlo 

Hill 330 

2L  Reef lU 

4.  Reef 383 

17.  Reef 701 


85^395 
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JaD.  21. 

29. 

May    17. 

28. 

Juoe    4. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
14. 
15. 
16. 

17. 

18. 
19. 

19. 
21. 
22. 

23. 
24. 
25. 

26. 
28. 
29. 

30. 

July    1. 

2. 
3. 
3. 
5. 

6. 


Sea  Lion  Rock 

Southwest  Bay 

Southwest  Bay  and 
Reef 

Reef 

Reef 

Southwest  Bay  an<l 
Tolstoy 

Halfway  Point 

Reef  and  Zoltoy 

Tolstoy 

Lukanan  and  Reef 

Southwest  Bay 

English  Bay  'and  Tol- 
stoy   

Halfway  Point 

Reef  and  Zoltoy 

Tolstoy  and  Middle 
Hill 

Northeast  Point 

Southwest  Bay 

English  Bay  and  Tol- 
stoy   

Halfway  Point 

Zoltoy 

Reef,  English  Bay,  and 
Tolstoy 

Northeast  Point 

Southwest  Bay 

English  Bay  and  Zol- 
toy   

Halfway  Point  and 
Lukanan 

English  Bay  and  Tol- 
stoy 

Southwest  Bay 

Reef  and  Zoltoy 

Northeast  Point 

Euglish  Bay  and  Tol- 
stoy   

Halfway  Point 


83 
49 

300 
153 
561 

1, 323 
299 
633 
214 
427 

1,166 

850 
833 
651 

1,064 
4,655 
l,8i>0 

1,006 
1,770 
1,555 

2,158 
4,295 
1,070 

1,503 

490 

1,318 

856 

1,259 

4, 544 

1,161 
942 


July     7.  Reef,  Zoltoy,  and   Lu- 
kanan   

8.  Southwest  Bay 

9.  Enjjlish  Bay  and  Mid- 

dle Hill./. 

10.  Reef,   Zoltoy,   and    F^u- 

kanan  

10.  Northeast  Point 

12.  Halfway  Point 

13.  Southwest      Bav     and 

West  Point. -."^ 

14.  English  Bay  and  Mid- 

dle Hill 

15.  Reef,  Zoltoy,  and   Lu- 

kanan   

16.  Halfway  Point 

17.  Southwest.      Bav     and 

WestPoint..."^ 

19.  Northeast  Point 

19.  Reef  and  Zoltoy 

20.  English  Bay  and  Mid- 

dle Hill 

21.  Halfway  Point 

22.  South  went      Bay     ajid 

West  Point 

23.  Reef,  Zoltoy,  and    Lu- 

kanan   

24.  Euglish   Bay  and  Mid- 

dle Hill 

24.  Northeast  Point 

26.  South  west      Bnv     and 

Halfway  Point 

Ang.     3.  Zoltoy 

19.  Zoltoy 

Sept.    6.  Zoltoy 

Oct.    24.  Reef 

Nov.   23.  Reef  and  T(dstoy 

Dec.     1,  Reef 

21.  Tolstoy 


18S7. 


May  25.  Reef    and     Southwest 

Bay 

June   6.  Tolstoy 

9.  Reef 

IL  Tolstoy 

13.  Southwest  Bay 

15.  Reef  and  Zoltoy 

16.  Halfway  Point 

17.  Tolstoy     and     Euglish 

Bay 

20.  Southwest  Bay 

20.  Reef  and  Zoltoy 

22.  English  Bay  and  Luka- 

nan   

23.  Halfway  Point 

24.  Reef  and  Zoltoy 

25.  Northeast  Point 

25.  English  Bay  and    Tol- 
stoy   

27.  Southwest    Bay     and 

West  Point...' 

28.  Zoltoy  and  Lukanan  . . 
20.  Tolstoy  and  Midlle  HUl 


275 
419 
314 
501 
407 
526 
750 

765 

523 

1,641 

1,004 
1,314 
1, 165 
4,891 

1,961 

1,180 
2,964 
1, 895 


June  30.  Halfway  Point 

July    1.  English  Bay 

2.  Northeast  Point 

2.  Reef  and  Zoltoy 

4.  Tolstoy  and  MichUe  Hill 

5.  Reef,   Zoltoy,   and   Lu- 

kanan  

6.  Halfway  Point 

7.  English    Hay   and   Tol- 

stoy   

8.  Reef  and  Zoltoy 

9.  North(iast  Point 

9.  Southwest  Bay 

12.  English    Bay    and    Lu- 

kanan   

13.  Reef,    Zoltoy,    and   Kc^- 

tovy 

14.  Halfway  Point 

15.  Tolstoy  and  Ketovy  . . . 

16.  Reef  and  Zoltoy 

16.  Northeast  Point 

17.  West  Point 

18.  Southwest  Bay 


1,967 
1,466 

1,562 

1, 1.S2 
4.822 
1,044 

1,442 

1,074 

1, 956 
937 

2,  055 
4,  422 
2,  312 

3, 110 
1,475 

2,015 

3, 117 

1,624 
4,186 

1,988 
287 
282 
100 
143 
665 
378 
191 

84,890 


1,604 
1, 162 
6,  (M)8 
1, 616 
1,703 

2,016 
990 

1,618 
1, 125 
5,717 
2, 0(>1 

2, 593 

3,028 
1,201 
1,  298 

986 
6,324 

617 
2,1(^ 
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July  19.  KnKliHh  Bay  and   Tul- 

nUty 2,037 

20.  Zoltoy  and  I.nkaiinn ...  3, 294 

21.  JluIiViiy  Point  and  La- 

Koon 1,397 

22.  Kn^linh   JJay  and  Tol- 

Ht<»y 1,870 

22.  N(»rth«aMt  I'oiiit 5, 5G5 

23.  Zfdtoy  and   BoutliweHt 

HrtV 2,226 

24.  Midd'l«Hill 232 

An;(.     1.  Zoltoy 104 

8.  Zoltoy 113 


Aug.  16.  Reef  and  Lnkanat 207 

24.  EnjcliHh  Bay 519 

Sept.   5.MiddloHill 403 

15.  Zoltoy 106 

Nov.     6.  Zoltoy 65 

7.  Middle  Hill 590 

25.  Keef 78 

26.  Tolstoy  and  Middle  Hill  185 
Dec.     9.  Tolstoy  and  Middle  Hill  445 

15.  Sea    Lion     Kock     and 

Southwest  Bay 167 


85,996 


1888. 


Jan.  25.  NorthcuMt  Point 532 

May    19.  Tolstoy  and    Sea   IJon 

Kock 122 

24.  Heef 113 

28.  Ke«f 82 

31.  Zoltoy 290 

June    2.  Keof 121 

7.  Keof  and  Z<dtoy 175 

9.  T(dstoy 342 

11.  Houthwest  and  Kn^lish 

Bavs 927 

11.  Nortlieast  Point 121 

12.  Knglish  Bay 584 

15.  llalfwiiv  Point 428 

16.  Keef  and  Zoltoy 788 

18.  HouMiwostBav 704 

19.  KuKlish    Bay  and  Tol- 

stoy    490 

21 .  Keef  and  Zoltoy 1, 398 

22.  lialfwav  Point 799 

23.  NiuMieiwt  Ptdnt 5, 502 

23.  KukUhIi  Bay  antl  Mid- 
dle Hill 700 

25.  St»u  t  h west  1  lay 1, 440 

20.  Kn^Iish  Bay  and  Mid- 

dle Hill 1,158 

27.  Ket*f,  Zolttiv,  and  Luka- 

nun ' 2,(X>5 

28.  lialfwav  l*oint 911 

2t»,  Southwest  Bny l.0l»8 

30.  Northeast  Point 5,  m»8 

30.  Kn^lish  Bav  and  Mid- 
dle Hill  1,025 

2,  Keef»  Zoltoy,  and  l.uka- 

\\i\\\ .* 2,071 

X  lialfwav  Ptdnt 1,188 

I.  Southwest  Bay 822 

5.  Kujirlinh  Bay  and  l.uka- 

nau 1.942 

«i,  KtM»f  and  Zoltov I,  491 

7.  Halfway  Point 4iH) 

7.  Northeast  Point 7, 054 

9.  Kn>;;lish  Bav  «nd  Luka- 

nan I   2,398 


Juh 


July   10.  Reef  and  Zoltoy 1, 082 

12.  Enj^lish  Bay  and  Luka- 

nan ' 1,554 

13.  Southwest  Bay 1, 337 

14.  Northeast  Poiiit 5, 088 

14.  lialfwav  Point 773 

15.  West  '»oint 480 

10.  Reef  and  Zoltoy 2, 004 

17.  Enjrlish  Bav 2, 054 

18.  Southwest  Bay 2,216 

19.  Halfway   Point    a  n  «1 

Lukanan 1,410 

20.  Zoltoy  and  Reef 2, 018 

21 .  Northeast  Poin  t 5, 463 

21.  English    Bay   and    La- 

fjfoon 1,  347 

23.  Reef,  Zoltoy,  and  Luka- 

nan 1,269 

24.  Halfway  Point 347 

2.5.  English  Bay 1,619 

2().  Northeast  Point 3, 505 

26.  Reef,  Zoltoy,  and  Luka- 

nan 1,353 

27.  Southwest  Bay  and  Z(d- 

|,()y ^ 950 

Aug.     2.  Zoltoy 177 

8.  Zoltoy 140 

10.  Zoltov 159 

23.  Middle  Hill  and  Luka- 

nan 362 

25.  Zoltov 321 

6.  Zoltoy 44 

15.  Zoltov 14 

27.  Middle  Hill 32 

3.  Middle  Hill  and  Zoltov  120 

l.'S.  Zoltoy \  277 

20.  Zoltov Ill 

'SO.  Reef.* 127 

17.  ToUtoy 190 

26.  Sea  Lion  Rock 78 


Sept. 

Oct. 
Nov. 


Dec. 


SI,  116 


1880. 


May  22.  S«Mft  Lion  K(H*k 

*    25,  KNvf 

28,  KtH^f 

Jutti>    5»  Kwf 


124 

««>v  I 
201  I 


June  10,  R«»f 

12,  Tol8U>y 

14.  KMf  and  Zoltoy 

15.  SouthwMt  Biy . 


120 
94*: 
7»t 
340 
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J  UDe  17.  Halfway  Point 1, 229 

18.  English  Bay  and  Middle 

Hill 1,160 

19.  Zoltoy,  Reef,  and  Luka- 

nau 1, 561 

20.  Southwest  Bay 253 

21.  Northeast  Point 4, 156 

22.  English  Bay  and  Middle 

Hill 1,355 

^.  Reef  and  Zoltoy 2, 578 

25.  Halfway    Point    and 

Lukanan 979 

26.  English  Bay  and  Middle 

Hill 1,314 

27.  Southwest  Bay 311 

28.  Reef,  Zoltoy,    and  Ke- 

tovy 1,349 

29.  Northeast  Point 4, 260 

29.  English  Bay  and  Middle 

Hill 1,038 

July     1.  Reef,  Zoltov,  and  Luka- 
nan  ". 1,023 

2.  Halfway  Point 834 

3.  English  Bav  and  Middle 

Hill " 1,841 

4.  Reef,  Zoltoy,  and  Luka- 

nan   1,716 

5.  Southwest  Bay 1,  255 

6.  English  Bay  and  Middle 

Hill 1,302 

6.  Northeast  Point 5,  627 

8.  Reef,  Zoltoy,  and  Luka- 

nan   813 

9.  English  Bay  and  Middle 

Hill 1,314 

10.  Halfway  Point 932 

12.  Reef  and  Zoltoy 2,  004 

13.  Southwest  Bay 1, 006 

13.  Northeast  Point 3, 148 


July  15.  English  Bay  and  Middle 

Hill  3,083 

16.  Zoltoy,   Reef  and    Lu- 

kanan         1, 911 

17.  Halfway  Point 1,  931 

18.  English    Bay,     Middle 

Hill,  and  Lagoon 2, 045 

19.  Southwest  Bay 2^016 

20.  Zoltoy  and  Reef 1, 913 

20.  Northeast  Point 6, 301 

22.  English  Bay  and  Middle 

Hill 1,943 

23.  Reef,  Zoltoy,  and  Ke- 

tovy 1,122 

24.  Halfway  Point 1, 334 

25.  English  Bay  and  Middle 

Hill 1,752 

26.  Southwest  Bay 679 

27.  Reef  and  Lukanan 1, 105 

27.  Northeast  Point 3, 140 

29.  English  Bay  and  Miildlo 

Hill 1,640 

30.  Halfway    Point    and 

Southwest  Bay 1, 588 

31.  Northeast  Point 

31.  Zoltov 

6.  Lukanan 

14.  Zoltoy 

22.  Zoltoy 

31.  Zoltoy 

Oct.    26.  Lukanan 

Nov.     4.  Zoltov 

19.  Tolstoy 

21.  Reef 

27.  Reef 

30.  Reef 

Dec.   11.  Zax)adnie 


Aug. 


?,  102 

*ir>6 

*163 

*I8l 

*139 

*87 

*44 

*80 

*223 

*347 

M89 

*246 

*240 


Jan.   27.  Sea  Lion  Rock 


1800. 
*170  I  May    21.  Sea  Lion  Rock 


84, 937 


*131 


Eecapitulation  of  seals  killed  for  their  skins  on  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska,  from  187 1  to 

18S9,  inclusive. 


1871 77,620 

1872 75,352 

1873 75,437 

1874 92,221 

1875 90,036 


1876 77,900 

1877 61,58-1 

1878 82,152 

1879 81,0Oi 

1880 78, 923 


1881 82,386 

1882 77,798 

1883 .59,258 

188.i 84,733 

1885 85,395 


1886 84,890 

1887 85,996 

1888 84,116 

1889 81,937 


I,  Max  Heilbronner,  Secretary  of  the  Althska  Commercial  (Company  of 
San  Francisco,  solemnly  swear  that  the  foregoing  ^'  seal-skin  record  of 
St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska,  1871  to  1889,"  is  formulated  and  compiled 
from  the  books  of  said  company  kept  on  said  island,  now  in  my  cus- 
tody, and  is  correct  and  true,  according  to  my  best  knowledge  and  belief. 

Max  Heilbronner, 
Secretary  Alaska  Commercial  Cotnpany. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1892. 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Noiary  Public. 


*  Killed  for  food.  'Hie  seals  killed  for  food  from  July  31,  1889,  to  May  21,  1890, 
inclu.'Mve,  do  not  appear  in  the  records  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  tut  are 
compiled  from  the  official  report  of  tlie  Tre.a8ury  agent  in  charge. — M.  H, 
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Deposition  of  Aggie  KusJiiriy  assistant  priest  on  St.  Fatd  Island^  and  em- 

ployS  of  lessees. 

MANAGEMENT,  HABITS 

Alaska,  XJ.  S.  A., 

St.  Paul  Island,  Prihilof  Group ^  ss: 

Aggie  Kushiii,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at 

Simshoe,  Kiirile  Islands,  and  am  37  years  of  age.    I 
Expenence.  ^^^^  ^  g^  p^^^^  Ishuul  ux  1867  and  liave  resided  here 

ever  since.  I  can  read  and  write  in  the  Kussian  and  Aleut  languages, 
and  am  able  to  interpret  the  one  into  the  other;  and  1  understand  the 
English  language  fairly  well.  At  present  and  for  several  years  past 
I  am  assistant  priest  in  the  Greek  Catholic  Church.  My  occupation 
on  the  island  is  that  of  native  sealer,  and  1  have  been  such  since  1870. 

I  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  taking  of  fur 
i8?o"tii884^^^*^*^™  seals  for  skins  in  all  its  details  as  it  has  been  done  on 

St.  Paul  Island  since  1870.     From  1870  to  about  1884 

the  seal  rookeries  were  always  filled  out  to  their  limits,  and  sometimes 

beyond  theml 

About  1885  a  decrease  was  observed,  and  that  decrease  has  become 

,o«i=    more  marked  every  vear  from  1885  to  the  present  tinu\ 

Decrease  81IIC0 1885.     ---  '■'■..  ,  i/»-ioo4ii. 

I  never  saw  many  sealing  schooners  before  1884,  but 
they  have  been  coming  more  and  more  every  year  since,  and  I  notice 
that  as  the  schooners  multiply  in  the  sea  the  seals  decrease  on  the 
rookeries.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  seals  were  injured  because  a 
few  were  killed  on  the  rookeries,  when  men  from  schooners  landed  on 
the  islands  in  the  night  or  when  the  fog  was  very  thick,  for  the  num- 

bers  killed  in  that  way  never  amounted  to  much,  as  it 
'  **  is  not  often  the  raiders  can  land  on  a  rookery  and  es- 

cape with  their  plunder.  When,  in  1880,  we  ail  saw  the  decrease  of  seals 
upon  the  hauling  grounds  and  rookeries,  we  asked  each  other  what  was 
the  cause  of  it,  but  when  we  learned  that  white  men  were  shooting 
seals  in  the  water  with  guns  we  knew  what  was  the  matter;  we  knew 
that  if  they  killed  seals  in  the  w^ater  that  they  must  be  nearly  all 
females  that  were  going  out  to  feed,  for  the  males  stay  on  the  islands 
until  they  get  ready  to  go  away  in  the  fall  or  winter.     It  was  among 

the  cows  we  first  noticed  the  decrease,  and  as  we  never 

ifliamu.  °"^  ^^^**^^  **°  ^^^  t^^^  cows  ou  the  islaiuls,  wc  knew  they  must  be 

killing  them  in  the  water.     We  noticed  idle  vigorous 

bulls  on  the  breeding  rookeries,  because  of  the  scarcity  of  cows,  and  I 

have  noticed  that  tlie  cows  have  decMcased  steadily  every  year  since 

1886,  but  more  particuhnly  so  in  1888,  1880,  1890,  and  1891. 

There  was  a  gi*eat  number  of  dead  pups  upon  the  rookeries  last  year, 

whose  mothers,  I  believe,  w^ere  killed  at  sea  by  sealing 
paps-  schooners  and  I  do  not  expect  to  see  many  cows  this 

year.  I  never  saw  a  dead  grown  seal  on  the  island  during  my  twenty- 
live  years'  residence  here,  except  odd  ones  that  had  been  killed  in 
fighting  for  places  on  the  rookeries. 

I  never  heard  any  of  the  old  men  who  have  lived  here  for  fifty  j^ears 

before  niT  time  speak  of  such  a  thing  as  sickness  or 
caeeVmo^i^^^^^  ^^^^^  anioiig  the  scals.     W(*  eat  the  flesh  of  the  seal 

and  it  constitutes  the  meat  sup[)ly  of  the  natives,  and 
seals  from  two  to  five  years  old  have  been  kiUed  by  them  for  food  every 
week  during  their  stay  on  tlie  land  ever  since  the  islands  were  peopled, 
and  no  one  has  yet  found  a  diseased  seal  either  young  or  old. 
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I-have  been  told  that  there  are  persons  who  claim  we  arc  not  careful 
in  driving  seals  and  that  we  kill  them  regardless  of  sex.  . 
These  statements  are  not  true.  I  have  taken  my  turn  "^  "^' 
at  driving  seals  from  the  hauling  to  the  killing  grounds  every  year 
since  1870  and  I  know  the  driving  is  very  carefully  done.  When  I  first 
came  here  seals  used  to  be  driven  from  Half  way  Point  to  the  village,  a 
distance  of  about  six  miles ;  and  from  Zapadnie  to  the  village  a  distance 
of  nearly  five  miles.  Wet,  or  very  damp,  cool  weather  was  chosen  for 
such  drives,  and  we  started  the  drive  at  about  six  o'clock  at  night  and 
driving  all  night  reached  the  village  at  from  six  to  eight  o'clock  next 
morning. 

Half  a  mile  in  one  hour  was  about  the  rate  of  speed  on  such  drives 
in  favorable  weather  and  I  do  not  know  of  any  drives  of  over  two  miles 
where  we  ever  went  at  a  greater  speed. 

All  long  drives  were  stopped  in  1879  when  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company  made  a  killing  ground  and  built  a  salt  house     ^         ^     ^.   , 

•  xi  .      ,•'  -1  r  TT    Tx-  x»    •     1.  J  J         1  'ii*  Improved  mi'tlKMla. 

withni  two  miles  of  Halfway  Point;  and  made  a  killing 

ground  within  a  mile  of  Zapadnie.    Since  these  changes  were  made  no 

seals  have  been  driven  on  St.  Paul  Island  over  two  miles  to  a  killing 

ground. 

The  seals  are  never  driven  at  a  greater  speed  than  one  mile  in  three 
hours;  and  the  men  who  do  the  driving  have  to  relieve  each  other  on 
the  road  because  they  travel  so  slowly  tliey  get  very  cold. 

In  a  very  large  drive  a  small  seal  may  be  smothered,  but  that  does  not 
injure  the  skin,  which  is  taken  and  salted  and  counted 
to  the  lessees;  and  the  greatest  number  I  ever  saw  die  j^soais  kuied  in  driv. 
on  the  drive  was  twenty  out  of  a  drive  of  about  nine 
thousand  seals,  and  the  twenty  skins  were  good  and  were  accepted 
as  " first-class."    The  bull  seal  arrives  at  the  island         •    ,  x.,  , 
early  in  May,  and  takes  his  place  on  the  breeding     ^-""^"lofi^'H^- 
rookery,  and  he  stays  there  until  August  or  September  without  food. 
About  the  middle  of  May  the  young  males  begin  to  haul 
out   but  are  driven  oft'   by  the  bulls  who  would  tear     ^^"*^^^^^^""- 
them  to  pieces  if  they  went  on  the  breeding  rookeries.    Consequently 
the  bachelors  haul  out  by  themselves  and  are  easily  surrounded  and 
driven  into  the  killing  ground  without  disturbing  the  breeding  rookery. 

The  cows  begin  to  haul  out  in  June  and  take  theii*  places  on  the 
breeding  rookeries  beside  the  bulls,  where  the  young 
pups  are  born,  in  from  one  to  three  days  after  the  ar-       "^®' 
rival  of  the  cows. 

When  the  cow  goes  into  the  sea  for  food  her  stay  there  becomes  longer 
and  longer  as  the  season  advances,  until  at  times  she 
will  be  away  for  three  or  four  days  at  a  time.  ^^™^'"  ^*^"^'"^- 

The  pups  when  first  born  can  not  swim,  and  will 
drown  if  they  are  put  into  water.  ^"p*  ^*"  ""^'*^^"*- 

I  have  seen  many  pups  drowned  when  washed  off  the  edge  of  the 
rookery  by  the  surf.    They  do  not  go  into  the  water 
until  they  are  six  or  eight  weeks  old  and  then  they  will     ^^^™'"g  ^  «^'""- 
keep  in  shallow  water  and  (jlose  to  the  shore  for  several  days  more. 

They  seem  to  like  to  stay  on  land  until  late  in  the  season.  Every 
native  knows  a  female  seal  at  sight,  and,  as  the  law  against  kilUiig  a 
female  is  strict  and  so  rigidly  enforced,  and  as  the 
clubbers  are  the  most  experienced  and  most  careful  clubbed.*^*  "^"^  ^^^'^'"^ 
men  on  the  island,  it  is  very  seldom  that  any  female 
seal  is  clubbed.  Onr  people  have  great  respect  for  law  and  are  always 
leady  to  obey  any  rules  laid  down  by  the  proper  authority,  and  they 
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have  been  raised  in  the  firm  belief  that  it  is  wrong  to  kill  a  cow  seal. 
No  one  knows  better  than  the  natives  that  onr  j)ros])erity  is  in  the  pro- 
tection of  the  seals.  They  are  oar  food  sup])ly,  and  our  earnings  from 
taking  the  skins  enable  us  to  live  conifortiibly.  Should  the  Company 
desire  us  to  kill  female  seals,  every  native  in  the  village  woidd  be  inter- 
ested in  having  the  Government  officer  know  it.  The  instructions  we 
have  always  received  from  the  Company  was  to  be  careful  in  driving 
and  to  never  kill  a  female  seal. 

During  the  month  of  August  the  families  break  up  and  the  seals 
scatter  around,  and  some  of  the  cows  mingle  with  the  young  males  and 
are  driven  along  with  them  when  we  make  a  drive  for  food,  and  some- 
times one  or  two  are  killed  jiccidentally.  It  is  so  seldom  that  this  oc- 
curs, I  do  not  think  that  there  has  been  more  than  about  ten  cows  i)er 
year  killed  on  St.  Paul  Island  since  1870. 

The  skins  taken  from  seals  killed  for  food  are  salted  and  counted  to 
the  lessees  on  the  quota  of  the  following  year,  so  that  nothing  may  be 
wasted.  When  we  were  allowed  to  kill  pups  in  November  for  food  and 
clothing,  we  always  picked  out  the  males,  because  we  were  not  allowed 
to  kill  female  pups,  and  now  we  are  not  allowed  to  kill  any  pups  at  all. 

Mi    tion  When  the  seals  leave  the  island  they  go  to  the  south- 

*^  ^°*  ward,  and  when  they  come  back  in  the  spring  they 

come  from  that  direction.  The  bulls  begin  to  leave  the  island  about 
the  middle  of  August,  and  most  of  them  are  gone  by  the  middle  ot 
September.  The  cows  and  bachelors  leave  in  November  and  the  i)ups 
follow  or  go  with  the  cows.  AVhen  the  weather  is  good  a  number  of 
seals  will  cling  to  the  beach  or  remain  in  the  water  around  the  rookeries 
until  December  and  sometimes  until  late  in  January.    I  have  notice<l 

more  and  more  dead  i)ups  on  the  rookeries  every  year 
^"^'  since  1888,  and  in  1891  they  were  so  close  togetlier  in 

places  I  could  not  stej)  among  them  without  ste])i)ing  on  a  de<id  imp. 
I  saw  nniuy  of  them  cut  o])en  and  examined  by  the  doctor  (Dr.  Ack- 
erly)  and  their  stomachs  were  empty.  All  of  the  dead  pups  >vere  poor 
and  thin  and  starved. 

I  believe  they  all  die<l  of  starvation,  because  their  mothers  had  been 
shot  at  sea  when  they,  went  out  to  feed.     I  never  saw  a  full  fat  ])up  or 

one  who  had  a  mother  to  feed  him  dead,  excei)t  a  few^ 
onK*hcroii!p5p?^^''  *^'^*  wcrc  drowucd  iu  the  surf.   No  cow  will  suckle  any 

pup  but  her  own,  and  I  have  often  watched  a  cow  driv- 
ing pups  from  her  until  she  found  her  own.  She  knows  her  pup  by 
smelling  it. 

There  are  not  one-fourth  as  many  seals  now  as  there 
DtH-naiH'.  ^^,^,j,^  Ijj  1vS82,  and  our  i)eople  are  very  much  alarmed 

to  know  what  is  to  become  of  them  after  the  s?als  are  killed  ot!*.    If 

the  seals  decrease  as  fast  as  they  have  during  the  past 
*'<*♦  *»"  nativM.     ^^,^  ^^^  ^j^  years  there  will  l>e  none  left  in  a  very  short 

time  for  us  to  live  ujwn. 

AGGEI  Kl'SHEN. 

Subscribe<l  and  sworn  to  l)efore  me,  an  officer  empowered  to  adminis- 
ter oaths,  under  section  1976,  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States, 
on  this  the  6th  day  of  June,  1892,  at  St.  I*aul  Island,  Alaska. 

Wm.  II.  Williams, 
Treasury  agent  in  charge  of  seal  islands. 
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Deposition  of  Jacob  Kotcliooten^  native  scaler  on  St,  Paul  Island. 

HABITS — PELAGIC   SEALI NG — MANAGEMENT. 

Alaska,  U.  S.  A., 

St.  Paul  Island.,  Pribilof  Group j  ss: 

Jacob  Kotchooteii,  beiii^  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  na- 
tive of  St.  Paul  Island,  Aliiska,  and  1  am  40  years  of  age.  I  am  a 
native  sealer,  and  liave  worked  among  seals  on  St.  Paul 
Island  all  my  life,  and  1  remember  when  I  was  first  »po"ence. 
rated  a  man,  some  twenty- three  years  ago;  it  was  when  Kenick  Buterin 
was  chief,  and  he  used  to  follow  us  up  when  we  went  to  drive  seals,  and 
tell  us  to  walk  along  as  slow  as  we  could,  so  as  not  to  tire  the  seals  or 
worry  them  in  any  way. 

When  we  used  to  kill  85,000  seals  in  two  months  we 
had  to  work  hard,  and  we  had  to  go  out  at  night  to  arivou!**  "°*  *^^*'' 
drive,  so  that  the  seals  should  not  be  hurried,  nor 
driven  in  the  daytime  when  it  was  warm.  In  those  days  seals  were 
driven  from  Halfway  Point  to  the  village,  when  the  ground  was  wet, 
a  distance  of  about  6  miles,  and  we  used  to  start  the  drive  at  0  o'clock 
at  night,  and  get  into  the  village  between  6  and  7  o'clock  next  morning. 

In  1879  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  built  a  salt 
house  about  2  miles  from  Halfway  Point,  and  after  that  ^'*''*^  shortened. 
the  seals  were  never  driven  more  than  2  ni  il  es.  Drives  used  to  be  brought 
from  Zapadnie  to  the  village,  a  distance  of  about  5  miles,  until,  in  1879, 
the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  made  a  killing  ground  within  a  mile 
of  the  rookery,  and  had  the  skins  taken  across  the  bay  in  boats  to  the 
village  salt  house. 

For  the  past  thirteen  years  no  seals  have  been  driven  a  greater  dis- 
tance than  about  2  miles,  and  most  of  the  drives  are  not  over  1  mile. 
The  drives  are  always  made  by  our  own  people,  under  ^  .^ 
the  direction  of  the  chiefs.  None  of  oiu-  people  ever  tive"^^**  '"**  *^  ^  "*" 
knew  of  any  sickness  among  the  seals  and  pups,  and  ^^^  sickness  among 
their  flesh  has  always  been  our  meat  food.  ^^^  *®^^'** 

But  very  few  deacl  pups  were  ever  seen  on  the  rookeries  until  the  seal- 
ing schooners  began  to  (jome  in  the  water  around  the  ^ 
island,  and  they  have  increased  more  and  more  since  *^'  ^"^'^ 
1888.  In  1891  there  was  a  great  many  that  were  thin  and  i)()or,  and 
they  would  crawl  down  to  the  water  and  make  a  noise  for  their  moth- 
ers until  they  died,  and  when  some  of  them  were  cut  open  they  had  no 
milk  in  their  stomachs. 

When  the  cows  first  come  to  the  islands  they  go  on  the  breeding 
rookeries  and  remain  there  through  Juiu»,  and  »luly, 
excepting  while  they  go  out  to  sea  to  f(»ed,  and  this  is  ,„,"'il"**  "^  ^**®  ^**" 
why  very  few  cows  are  ever  found  in  the  drives  made 
in  those  two  months  while  we  are  killing  for  skins.     In  August  the  fam- 
ilies are  broken  up  on  the  rookeries  and  the  cows  scatter  and  mix  up 
with  the  young  males,  and  when  we  drive  for  food  there 
are  a  few  cows  in  every  drive,  but  as  it  is  unlawful  to  oH^aij^^X"*^'*  ^^^^^ 
kill  a  cow  seal  on  the  islands  we  are  careful  that  none 
is  killed. 

Our  people  are  very  careful  about  that,  and  if  one  is  killed  by  acci- 
dent they  do  not  like  it,  and  the  chiefs  rei)ort  us  Ut  the  (xovernnient 
officer.    The  most  of  the  bulls  leave  the  island  in  Sep- 
tember,  and  the  cows  in  the  last  of  October,  and  early        *^" 
in  November,  and  the  pups  leave  in  November;  sometimes  when  tUo 
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w(Mith(*r  in  wann  a  few  HCoiiH  remain  until  January  at  Northeast  Point 
and  on  ^^Hea  Lion  Itock.'' 

In  IHOO  we  killed  HealH  at  both  places  late  in  January,  and  we  seen 
H<*alH  on  Hea  Jiion  Itoek  in  January,  1892.  1  have  noticed  that  the 
KcalM  ^o  oil'  Houtli  art  noon  as  tlie  Ixnich  becomes  icy,  and  when  the  is. 

,,    ,,,.  ,      ,  land  is  Hurrounded   by  drift  ice  the    seals  disai)i)ear 

Poiihiliil    whom         ..t  11  .i*^  I  J.I-  1  XI 

M«  mIh  «o.  (entirely.     1  do  not  know  where  the  seals  go  to  wlien 

rJXlVs'l'iuu'yS.'"''  ^'*<^V  l«ave  the  island,  but  1  do  tliink  tliey  come  back 

to  tli(».  same  rookery'  every  year. 
Tim  or  twelve  y(».ars  a^o  the  rookeries  and  sea  Avere  full  of  seals,  but 
^  ^  ^^         now  there  is  not  a  great  many;  we  used  to  kill  85,000 

ivn  Mirnmiio.        ^^^  j^^^  tluiii  two  uioutli's  time  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and 

oiir  |)eo|)le  earned  plenty  of  money  to  buy  everything  they  wanted,  and 
in  tln^  winUu'  we  killed  2,000  ov  3,000  male  pups  for  food  and  clothing. 
Now  wtuire  not  allowed  to  kill  anymore  pups,  and  only  7,500  male 
seuls  for  food,  and  our  people  are  very  much  worried  to  know  what  is 
to  become  of  themselves  and  children. 

Jacob  Kotchooten. 

Sul)scribed  and  sworn  t4>  before  me,  an  officer  empowered  to  adminis- 
ter ouMis  under  section  11>70,  lievised  Statutes  of  the  United  States, 
this  Sth  day  of  June,  1892,  at  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska. 

Wm.  II.  Williams, 
Treasury  agent  in  charge  of  seal  islands. 


ih'posUionof  NicoU  KruJcoff,  native  employe  of  lessees^  on  St.  Paul  Island 

TKLAinO  SKALING,  IIABITS,  AND   MANAGEMENT. 

Alaska,  W  S.  A., 

St   /Vim/  island^  Prilnlof  Oroup^  ss : 

Nict>li  Kruk(>tV,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  4^5  years 
of  ;ige  \\\n\  was  lH>rn  at  Sitka,  Alaska.     I  can  read  and   speak  the 
Kussian,  .Vleut,  ami  Knglish  languages.     I   came  to  St.  Paul  Island 
in  lS(i9,  and  have  Ihvu  heiv  ever  since,  constantly  employed  among  the 
,..,.,  fnr  sealvS,  and  I  have  had  daily  exiH^rience  in  all  the 

\iHiionoo.  branches  of  the  business,  fn>m  driving  the  seals  to  pi*e- 

paring  the  skins  for  shipment*  and  I  am  at  present  the  second  chief  on 
St,  Paul  Island,  to  which  iH^itiim  I  was  apiHuntiil  in  1891.  1  remem- 
ber the  ilrst  time  I  ni>tiivd  adtvn»ase  t>f  seals  on  the  nH>keries,  alnait 

seven  or  eight  years  ago,  and  the  seals  have  iHH'ome 

iHvn.iHo    i.tsrtM  t'ower  everv  vear  simH>.     We  useil  to  kill  STMKK)  seals 

,»^,.  on  St,  I  aul  Island  m  less  than  sixty  days  tune  until 

ISiKK  when  they  InH^ame  so  few  wc  ixniUl  not  take  more 
llian  about  one  fourth  of  that  uumlH^r  in  the  same  length  of  time, 
I  ne\er  Siiw  but  a  few  dead  puj*s  on  the  iXH>keries  until  the  s<*luHuiers 

came  into  the  sea  and  shot  the  et^ws  when  they  went 
»*  p"»^  ^^^^    j^^  jy^^^l   ,^j^^j   ^Ij^.jj   ^Ij^^  dead   pups  lH*g;iii   to  in- 

nvase  on  the  i\H>keries,  I  hiive  otten  cut  open  dead  pupc>  and  examim^tl 
their  stom;ii*hs«  and  found  them  empty,  and  the  pu|>s  Kn^ktHl  as  if  they 
had  Uvn  starveii  to  death.  There  wer\*  luori'  dead  pui^s  in  1S5U  than 
i  \er  lH*for\\  and  thev  wer\*  all  starvtnl  to  death.  When  we  usi*tl  to  kill 
pu|^ii  for  fiHHt  and  clothing  in  >'oveiulH^r«  1  otteu  exauiiucd  chem«  and 
,il\v;i^*$  found  ijdeuly  of  milk  iu  their  ^tunuiclis* 
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all  the  requirements  of  the  lease,  and  that  careful  attention  to  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  seal  life  should  under  all  circumstances  be  regarded  as 
of  first  importance,  and  to  this  end  the  most  careful  study  of  the  habite 
of  the  animals  should  be  made  at  the  outlet,  and  continued  from  year 
to  year  in  order  to  determine  what  effect  the  killing  of  a  definite  number 
might  have  upon  the  seals  as  to  increase  or  diminution — I  took  more 
than  ordinary  care  in  noting  the  area  of  ground  occupied  each  year  by 
the  different  classes  of  seals,  and  it  was  evident,  that  g^j^^d  increaae 
during  the  years  1871  to  1881  inclusive  there  was  a  ft-omi^TitoisSi!^*** 
steady  increase  in  seals  of  all  kinds. 

As  my  observations  extended  over  a  period  of  time  sufficient  for  the 
growth  and  full  development  of  individuals  I  was  enabled  to  determine 
with  a  greater  degree  of  accuracy  the  effect  of  the  operations  of  the  Com- 
pany generally,  as  well  as  to  follow  specifically  to  result,  various  mat- 
ters of  detail,  all  of  which  were  based  upon  the  experience  and  methods 
of  the  Kussian  American  Company  as  practically  known  to  Captain  Nie- 
baum,  General  Manager  of  the  business  of  the  Lessees,  and  to  the  Chiefs 
and  other  permanent  residents  of  the  Islands. 

Grounds  occupied  by  the  seals  as  "breeding  rookeries''  or  "hauling 
grounds"  are  filled  with  a  degree  of  uniformity  each  year;  hence  the 
area  ocicupied  is  a  very  sure  criterion  in  estimating  numbers,  whether 
of  "  bulls,"  or  females  with  their  young,  or  young  males,  or  of  mixed 
young  (yearlings)  of  both  sexes,  and  the  fact  of  there  being  a  constant 
increase  as  above  mentioned  was  fully  established  by  the  constant  en- 
largement, year  after  year,  of  the  space  so  filled. 

The  fur  seals  of  Alaska  are  bred  and  bom  on  the  Islands  of  the  Pribi- 
lof  group  in  Bering  Sea,  where  they  find  combined  the     t>^,k«i«^  roi««^  *u^ 

S«..  •    -^        I'.t-  •    i  /»  .      1    a»  Fribiloi  Islands  tlie 

conditions  requisite  to  their  existence,  of  isolation,  home  of  the  Alaskan 
climate,  and  proximity  to  food  supply.  *®*^' 

The  seals  are  polygamous  in  their  habits  as  to  breeding,  and  each 
full  grown  and  vigorous  male  animal  endeavors   to 
gather  around  himself  the  largest  possible  number  of       *  ^' 
females,  and  to  appropriate  and  hold  by  force  the  space  necessary  for 
them  and  their  young.    Accordingly,  when  the  males 
return  to  the  Islands,  beginning  in  May  of  each  year  ^Jq""*  *~  poiyga- 
(in  favorable  seasons  some  may  be  seen  in  April),  the 
most  desirable  locations  on  the  breeding  grounds  are  appropriated  by 
the  strongest  and  most  vigorous  males,  while  the  weaker  or  half  grown, 
or  young,  are  forced  to  take  places  more  remote  from  well  dedned  cen- 
ters of  population. 

In  June  the  females  driven  by  the  near  approach  of  maternity  arrive, 
and  on  landing  are  forced  by  the  nearest  male  to  remain 
near  himself  as  long  as  possible,  but  as  the  space  he  can  rcms""*^""  ^'  ^^ 
hold  is  limited  and  soon  filled,  his  neighbors  attempt  to    .  ' ' 
steal  from  his  harem,  which  gives  rise  to  fierce  contests,  in  which,  not  in- 
frequently, the  female  is  the  victim  and  is  maimed  or  killed,  and  the  young 
(pups),  perhaps  just  born,  are  trampled  and  crushed ;  hence  it  is  evident 
thatasiiperabundance  of  males  on  thebreeding  grounds     «       i    ^ 
is  not  desirable,  and  it  is  also  evident  that  an  intelligent  males  on  breeding 
and  carefully  applied  system  of  killing  males  only  must  gi"o"n»i8  not  desirable. 

result  favorably  to  seal  life,  by  preventing  overcrowding,  and  thus 
removing  the  cause  of  a  constant  warfare  which  could  not  fail  of  being 
fatal  to  vast  numbers  of  females  and  young  of  both  sexes. 

To  myself,  as  having  the  interest  ot  my  employer  at  heart,  the  health- 
fill  conditicm  of  the  ^' rookeries"  and  their  constant  expansion  was  a 
source  of  gratification  in  all  respects,  and  especially  as  in  full  evidence 
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that  the  business  was  conducted  on  correct  principles.  Of  this  I  am 
fully  convinced,  and  were  I  to  have  occasion  to  assume  control  of  the 

sealinterest  (outside  destruction  being  prevented),  I 
ment^bylSLJST**^  should  most  assuFcdly  follow  the  precedent  established 

by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  during  the  first 
ten  years  of  its  lease  of  the  Islands. 
Within  a  few  days  after  lauding  (it  may  be  but  a  few  hours  or  even 

minutes,  as  I  have  seen)  the  female  gives  birth  to  her 

^°^**'  young,  but  one  being  brought  forth  each  year.    The 

reported  occasional  birth  of  twins  is  not  verified.    These  little  ones, 

"  pups,''  as  they  are  called,  are  comparatively  helpless, 

Unable  to  .wim.      particularly  awkward  tn  movement,  and,  unlike  the 

hair  seal,  are  unable  to  swim.    They  are  nursed  by  the  mother,  who, 

after  copulation  has  taken  place,  is  i)ermitted  by  the  old  male  to  go  at 

will  in  quest  of  food.    At  about  six  weeks  old  the 
Learning  to  swim,    y^^j^g  gather  in  groups  and  shortly  after  learn  to  swim, 

but  depend  for  a  long  period  upon  the  mother  for  sustenance,  hence 
her  destruction  must  result  in  the  death  of  the  young  through  starva- 
tion. 

On  the  approach  of  inclement  and  wintry  weather  the  seals  migrate 

to  find  places  where  food  is  abundant  and  where  the 

Migration.  climatic  couditious  suit  them  best;  but  it  is  notable 

that  they  are  governed  in  this  solely  by  consideration  of  their  own 

comfort  and  convenience,  and  not  by  any  fixed  or  even  approximate 

time. 

Indeed,  so  well  are  the  people  of  the  Islands  aware  of  their  habits  in 
this  respect  that  they  carefully  watch  for  the  approach  of  ice  or  of  se- 
vere storms  from  the  northwest  before  taking  their  supply  of  seals  for 
winter  food. 

I  have  seen  many  seals  upon  the  Island  each  month  in  the  year,  with 
a  possible  exception  of  the  month  of  March;  and  I  have  been  infonned 
that,  since  I  left  the  service,  seals  have  been  seen  and  captured  on  shore 

in  this  month  also.  They  evidently  have  no  fixed  or 
on^finda.^  ^^  **"^^  definite  "  hauliug  ground '^  to  visit,  as  it  would  have 

been  discovered  long  since,  but  as  they  can  sleep  as 
well  as  find  food  at  sea,  they  have  no  occasion  to  land  until  warned  by 
the  reproductive  instinct  to  return  to  the  place  of  their  birth — their 
home — which  they  do,  and  are  often  found  at  precisely  the  place  occu- 
pied during  the  preceding  season  or  seasons.  In  evidence  of  this  I 
have  observed  seals  bearing  unmistakable  marks  for  identification  re- 
turn to  the  same  spot  year  after  year. 

It  was  the  custom  each  year  just  prior  to  the  migration  of  the  young 

seals  to  take  a  certain  number,  under  supervision  of 

foS^^'°^  ^°^"  '^'  *^^®  United  States  Treasury  agent,  for  food  of  the  na- 
tives during  the  winter,  and  as  females  were  in  no  case 
killed,  a  selection  of  male  ''  pups  "  had  to  be  made.  This  was  done 
rapidly  by  catching  each  "pup"  by  the  flipper,  and  upon  releasing 
the  animal,  after  examination,  to  send  it  with  the  males  for  slaughter, 
or  with  the  females  for  return  to  the  sea.  On  such,  and  on  other  occa- 
sions, seals  were  often  marked,  or  were  noted  as  being  marked  by  scars 
from  fighting  among  the  males;  such  marks  were  used  to  obtain  data 
relative  to  their  return  to  the  Island,  and  during  the  latter  portion  of  my 
stay  on  St.  Paul  Island  such  maiked  animals  were  seen  and  identi- 
fied in  the  herd  or  on  breeding  grounds. 
These  cases  were  sufficiently  numerous  to  warrant  my  present  belief 
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that  if  such  marking  had  been  constantly  practiced  extensively,  as 

might  easily  have  been  done  precisely  as  in  case  of  a 

band  of  cattle  on  the  plains  with  all  the  young,  it  would  ,n^ttSg"''**^^°    ^^ 

have  established  their  identity  and  completely  shown 

that  the  seals  do  not  find  a  home  at  any  place  other  than  that  of  their 

birth. 

The  erection  of '^  salt  houses '^  at  suitable  places  for  curing  the  seal 
skins  was  one  of  the  earliest  works  undertaken,  and 
several  were  erected  at  points  convenient  to  the  larg-  iu^man^^ent!*^^"*^** 
est  "hauling  grounds."    In  addition    to  this  teams 
were  furnished  and  skins  hauled  to  the  salting  pla<5es  or,  in  other  in- 
stances, they  were  taken  by  boats  as  mpst  convenient.     ^^.^. 

In  this  manner  the  necessity  for  long  drives  was  ob-       "^"^k- 
viated  and  the  work  made  easier  in  all  respects. 

The  polygamous  habit  before  mentioned  naturally  results  in  forcing 
the  young  male  seals  to  "haul"  from  the  sea  by  themselves,  which 
renders  their  capture  less  difficult,  as  they  may  be  driven  without  dis- 
turbing the  breeding  seals  with  their  young.  Seals  to  be  killed  were 
usually,  and  as  a  rule,  driven  at  night  or  very  early  in  the  morning 
when  the  grass  or  ground  was  moist  with  dew  or  during  the  prevalence 
of  fog,  and  was  leisurely  performed  under  direction  of  experienced  hunt- 
ers, hence  the  animals  were  spared  the  fatigue  of  traveling  on  dry 
ground  at  unwonted  speed. 

When  not  being  driven  their  movements  on  land  are  in  nowise  un- 
certain or  distressing,  and  they  are  frequently  seen  journeying  of  their 
own  volition  from  one  "rookery"  or  "hauling  place"  to  another  at 
considerable  distance,  especially  when  singly  or  in  small  groups;  they 
catch  on  a  strong  wind  the  scent  of  a  herd  at  a  remote  point  and  set 
out  to  join  it.  In  connection  with  the  work  of  driving  the  seals  at  fre- 
quent intervals  it  was  of  special  interest  to  observe  that  they  became 
less  wild  or  timid,  and  consequently  could  be  managed  more  easily  in 
herd. 

The  "  hauling  grounds"  nearest  the  "  salt  houses"  were,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  most  frequently  visitM  by  the  hunters.  At  each  time  of 
driving  some  animals  were  found  too  large  or  too  small,  or  otherwise 
undesirable,  and  were  allowed  to  escape  from  among  the  "killable"  herd, 
and  it  was  the  subject  of  frequent  remark  that  these 
seals  so  frequently  driven  became  accustomed  to  the       **°^o°®88  of  seals. 

presence  of  man,  and  evidently  acquired  confidence  from  the  fact  that 
they  were  not  harmed,  so  far  that  on  being  separated  from  the  herd 
they  appeared  unconcerned,  and  not  worried  or  frightened,  but  would 
leisurely  return  to  the  place  whence  driven,  and,  without  taking  to  the 
water  as  is  their  habit  when  frightened,  would  remain  until,  on  the  ar- 
rival of  others  in  sufficient  numbers,  they  were  again  driven,  only  to 
be  released  and  returned  as  before. 

These  repeated  drivings  did  not  apparently  injure  the  animals  in  the 
least.  Injuries  through  accident  resulted  at  intervjils, 
but  most  of  those  were  slight,  and  recovery  soon  fol-  jurioia."^*"^  ^®*  ^' 
lowed.  That  the  driving  of  the  seals  as  practiced, 
whether  more  or  less  frequently,  did  not  result  injuriously  to  the  breed- 
ing, is  abundantly  proven  by  the  results  noted  after  the  lapse  of  several 
years. 

The  area  of  "rookeries"  constantly  expanding  was  filled  with  ani- 
mals evidently  healthy  and  strong;  vigorous  males  were  in  abundance, 
as  shown  by  the  increase  of  young,  and  by  the  fact  that  the  number 
of  barren  females  was  not  increased.    Superannuated  males  were  found 
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as  usual,  but  during  the  time  of  my  residence  no  unusual  lack  of 
health,  strength,  or  vigor  was  seen  among  the  seals  of  whatever  class 
or  age. 

During  my  long  and  constant  residence  I  became  interested  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  people  residing  upon  the  Is- 
lands, and  have  since,  through  an  extensive  acquaintance  with  Agents 
and  (».mployes  of  the  Lessees,  been  constantly  advised  as  to  events  trans- 
piring there  from  year  to  year. 

From  statements  made  by  such  personal  acquaintances  and  friends 

I  became  aware  of  a  rapid  decrease   in  seal  life  in 

Di^crease  of  Heals,  j^^^^^,^^  and  rcports  of  pchigic^  Sealing,  as  made  public 

through  the  press,  combined  with  previous  persf)nal  knowledge  of 
affairs  as  existing  prior  to  1882,  leaves  no  posvsible  doubt  as  to  the 
cause  of  such  decrease  of  seals.  Pehigic  sealing  as  practiced  prior  to 
the  year  1882  had  no  apparent  eftei't  upon  seal  life,  and  even  when  to 
this  was  added  the  taking  of  a  definite  number  year  after  year  under 
lease  from  the  United  States  Government,  there  w^as  still  a  constant 

increa^se  of  seals  observed ;  I  am,  therefore,  fully  (^on- 
^dagic  Bcaiing  the  finned  in  the  belief  that  the  decrease  in  their  numbers 

is  due  solely  to  the  indiscriminate  killing  at  sea  of  all 
ages,  regardless  of  sex,  as  practiced  since  1884. 

I  have  also  no  doubt  as  to  the  final  result  of  this  indiscriminate 
sealing.    The  dense  fogs  which  prevail  over  Bering  Sea  in  summer 

render  the  drawing  of  an  imaginary  line  of  protection 
jvotection  necos-  ^^^^^^  ^^^,  ^^,.^|  islands  absolutely  fiitileand  inoperative 

for  such  ]nir])ose;  and  unless  iull  protection  is  alforded 
the  animals,  their  exterHiination  must  follow  as  surely  as  in  the  case 
of  the  seals  at  the  South  Shetland  Islands,  or  the  bnft'alo  on  the  plains 
of  North  America. 

H.  W.  McTntvre. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  IGth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1892. 

[seal.]  K.    LTlLDEnilANDT, 

Notary  l*uhlle. 


])€po8itions  of  Anton  Melot^edoff,  Xoen  Mandregin,  Apolloji  Bo^'u^alaffttlit, 
Aggie  Kushin,  XivAdi  Knikojf]  J  (L  Redpath^  (J,  L,  Fowler,  and  J, 
G,  S.  Akerly,  residents  on  iSt,  J*aul  Inland. 

DECREASE   OF   HERD. 

Territory  of  Alaska,  U.  S.  A., 

ThelalandofStraul. 

Before  me,  F.  IT.  Xewcomb,  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  U.  S.  Kevenue 
Marine  Service,  and  executive  ollicer  of  the  U.  S.  Revenue  steamer 
Hiitih.,  and  authorized  and  empowered  to  take  testimony  and  lulminister 
oaths,  ])ersonally  appeared  Anton  Melovedoff,  who,  being  by  me  first 
duly  sworn  acicordiiig  to  law,  testified  as  foUows,  to  wit: 

Q.  State  ycmr  age  and  place  of  residence. — A.  I  am  thirt^^-six  years 
of  age;  have  resided  on  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska,  for  the  past  twenty- 
four  years. 

Q.  What  is  your  occu])ati<)n? — A.     I  am  a  sealer; 
Experieuco.  formerly  in  the  emj)loy  of  the  Alaska  ( 'ommercial  Com- 

pany, and  now  in  the  employ  of  the  North  American 
Commercial  Company. 

Q.  lla^s  your  ocjcupation  been  snchas  to  give  you  an  opportunity  to 
notice  from  year  to  year  the  condition  of  the  rookeries  and  the  peculiai- 
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ities  of  seal  life? — A.  Yes;  I  was  chief  for  about  ten  years,  and  during 
that  time  bad  charge  of  the  drives  and  have  always  participated  in  the 
killing  of  the  seals. 

Q.  Have  you  noticed  any  perceptible  difference  in  the  number  of 
seals  on  rookeries  iiom  one  year  to  anothert — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  changes  have  you  noticed! — ^A.  They  have  been  getting 
less  every  year  for  about  the  last  six  years. 

Q.  About  how  much  less  is  the  number  of  seals  dur-  '**"** 

ing  the  past  year  than  they  were  six  years  ago? — A.  The  number  of 
seals  this  year  are  ab(mt  one-fourth  of  what  they  were 
six  years  ago,  and  about  (me-balf  of  what  they  were  "*^** ' 

last  year. 

Q.  In  what  way  do  you  form  your  above  opinion  as  to  the  relative 
number  of  seals  on  the  rookeries'? — A.  By  the  fact  that  many  spaces 
on  the  rookeries  which  were  formerly  crowded  are  now  not  occupied  at 
all. 

Q.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  seals  on 
the  rookeries? — A.  To  the  great  number  of  cows  killed 
by  poachers,  and  consequently  less  pups  are  born  on       *"»«®- 
the  rookeries. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  cows  have  been  killed  by  poachers? — A.  1 
have  handled  and  seen  a  great  number  of  skins  captured  by  the  Revenue 
Cutters  from  the  poaching  vessels,  and  there  were  very  few  male  skins 
among  them;  also  have  seen  among  them  a  great  number  of  unborn 
pups.  Twice  upon  the  rookeries  I  have  seen  cows  killed  and  left  there 
by  the  ])oacher8. 

Q.  Why  is  it,  in  your  opinion,  that  more  female  than  male  seals  are 
killed  by  the  poachers? — A.  Because,  first,  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  seals  to  the  islands  in  the  early  season  the  piJ^^ers^^mai^R!'^ 
females  travel  in  groups  and  the  males  scatter;  sec- 
ondly, after  arriving  at  the  islands  the  males  renmin  on  or  about  the 
hauling  grounds,  while  the  females  having  their  pups     ,,     i    r   i 
to  nurse  go  out  into  the  sea  to  obtain  lood. 

Q.  How  do  you  tell  the  skin  of  a  female  from  that  of  a  male? — A. 
By  the  nipples  and  general  api)earance. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  the  lessees  to  take  female 
skins?— A.  No.    Any  employe  killing  a  female  either  bjMesm^".^'' ^"^^ 
intentionally  or  accidentally  would  be  liable  to  a  fine. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  dead  pups  on  the  rookeries  the     ^^^^^^ 
past  season? — A.  Yes;  I  saw  lots  of  them.  *^'  ^"^*' 

Q.  How  do  they  compare  with  the  number  observed  in  former  years? — 
A.  Much  greater  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  females  on  the  rook- 
eries than  formerly. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  for  this? — A.  I  think  the  cows  were  killed 
by  the  poachers  while  away  from  the  rookeries,  and  as  mother  seals 
nurse  none  but  their  own  young,  consequently  the  pups  whose  mothers 
were  killed  die  from  starvation. 

Anton  Melovedoff. 

Also  Noen  Mandregin,  who,  being  duly  sworn  by  me  as  hereiiuifter 
certified,  testified  as  follows: 

Q.  State  your  age  and  place  of  residence. — A.  I  am  thirty  four  years 
of  age  and  am  a  native  and  resident  of  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation? — A.  I  am  a  sealer,  formerly  in  the  em- 
ploy  of  the  Alaska  Conunercial  Company,  and  now  in     Kxporicuc© 
the  employ  of  the  North  American  Commercial  Com- 
pany. 
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Q.  Did  you  ace  an  unusual  number  of  dead  pups  on  the  rookeries  this 

Dead  m  a  seasou? — ^A.   Yesj   I  saw  more  dead  pups  this  year 

imps.  than  ever  before.    I  went  with  Mr.  J.  Stanley  Brown 

in  Aug^ist  to  assist  him  to  make  a  survey  of  the  rookeries  and  saw  dead 

l)ups  |::roup(»d  in  various  places. 

Q.  Did  you  see  dead  pups  on  all  the  rookeries  you  visited! — A.  Yes; 
but  some  rookeries  had  more  than  others. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  for  so  many  dead  pups? — A.  I  think  their 
CaiiHeof  mothers  were  killed  in  the  sea  by  the  poachers  while 

away  from  the  islands  in  search  of  food. 
Q.  Why  do  you  think  that  they  were  killed  by  poachers? — A.  I  was 
once  on  board  a  schooner  which  was  seized  at  Northeast  Point  and  saw 
a  number  of  female  skins  onboard. 
Q.  How  does  the  number  of  seals  on  the  rookeries  this  year  compare 
Decreaae  witli  the  number  four  or  five  years  a^to? — A.  The  num- 

ber now  is  about  one- fourth  of  what  they  were  then. 

NOEN  Mandregin. 

We,  the  undersifjned,  natives,  residents  of  St.  Paul  Island,  who 
„  have  for  a  number  of  years  been  engaged  in  the  busi- 

ness  of  sealing  on  these  islands  having  been  present 
and  heard  the  testimony  of  Anton  Melovedoli*  and  Noen  Mandregin, 
as  above  given,  do  hereby  concur  substantially  in  their  statements. 

Apollon  Bobudakaffsky. 
aggie  kushin. 
NicoLi  Krukofp,  Second  Chief. 

Also  el.  C.  Eedpath,  who,  having  been  duly  sworn  by  me,  as  herein- 

after  certified,  testified  as  follows: 

Q,  State  your  age,  place  of  residence,  and  occupation. — A.  I  am  forty- 

,     seven  (47)  years  of  age  and  have  been  a  resident  of  the 

hxiHrrence.  ^^^j  islauds  for  the  past  seventeen   years;   formerly 

local  agent  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Comi^any,  now  of  the  North 
American  Commercial  Company,  and  during  that  time  have  been 
engaged  in  the  taking  of  seal. 

Q.  Have  you  noticed  any  perceptible  diflerence  in  the  number  of 
seals  on  the  rookeries  from  one  year  to  another  t    If  so,  what  changes 

have  you  observed! — A.  Within  the  last  four  or  five 
ocrcase.  years  I  have  observed  a  decided  decrease  in  the  num- 

ber of  seals  on  the  rookeries. 
Q.  In  what  proportion  have  the  seals  decreased  within  the  time  men- 
tioned?— A.  As  far  as  my  judgment  goes,  I  should  say 
Extent  oc  at  Icast  ouc-half. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  for  it? — A.  By  the  numbers, 
Cause.  principally  females,  that  are  killed  in  the  waters  by 

marauders. 
Q.  How  do  you  know  that  the  marauders  kill  females  principally?— 

A.  I  know  that  the  females,  after  giving  birth  to  their 
byp««ll!£<S."*'^^*'^^^***you^ff  on  the  rookeries,  trequent  the  open  sea  in  search 

of  food,  whereas  the  irales  frequent  the  haulinggrounds 
Fein  e»       ng.      ^^  watcrs  immediately  around  it.     At  various  times  1 
have  seen  skins  which  were  seized  by  the  cutters  fiom  the  poac'hers, 
and  they  were  substuntially  female  skins. 
Q.  Have  you  noticed  any  dead  pups  on  the  rookeries  this  past  sea- 
son, and  in  what  proportion  to  former  years? — A.  1 
ivadpnps.  ^^^,^  ^^^^^^^  .^^^  unusual  number  of  dead  pups  this  year 

on  the  breeding  grounds;  I  may  say  twice  as  many  as  formerly. 
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Q.  How  do  you  account  for  it? — A.  From  the  fact  of  their  mothers 
having:  been  killed  by  marauders.    It  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  the  mothers  suckle  none  but  their  own  pui)§; 
consequently  the  motherless  die  from  want  of  nourishment. 

Q.  \Vhat  is  the  general  condition  of  a  healthy  pup  seal  receiving 
constant  attention  from  its  mother? — A.  I  know  him  to  be  completely 
gorged  with  milk  and  his  body  to  be  enveloped  in  fat. 

Q.  What  effect,  in  your  opinion,  does  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
poaching  vessels  in  Bering  Sea  have  upon  seal  life? — 
A.  Since  the  number  ot  sealing  vessels  has  increased,  j^Z^la.^^^^'^^^^ 
the  number  of  seals  coming  to  the  islands  has  corre- 
spondingly decreased. 

J.  C.  Eedpath, 

Agent 

Also  C.  L.  Fowler,  who,  being  duly  sworn  by  me  as  hereinafter  cer- 
tified, testified  as  follows : 

I  have  been  a  resident  of  the  seal  islands  for  the  past  ten  years; 
formerly  ass't  agent  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Co., 
now  agent  of  the  North  American  Company,  and  dur-       xp«nence. 
ing  that  time  have  been  engaged  in  the  taking  of  seals.    I  have  lis- 
tened to  the  testimony  of  J.  C.  Eedpath  a«  above  and     corroiKiratos     Mr. 
fully  concur  in  all  that  he  has  said  concerning  seal  life,  Ke<h»ath  except  as  to 
with  the  exception  that  the  number  of  seals  on  the  *^®*'**'^^- 
islands  this  season  are  in  my  judgment  not  more  than  one-fourth  of 
what  they  were  in  1887. 

C.  L.  Fowler. 

Also  J.  C.  S.  Akerly,  who  being  duly  sworn  by  me,  as  hereinafter 
certified,  testified  as  follows : 

Q.  State  youi'  age,  place  of  residence,  and  occui)ation. — A.  I  am  thirty- 
one  (31)  years  of  age,  reside  in  Oakland,  California,  and     -ex  en- 
am  physician  on  St.  Paul  Island,  in  the  employ  of  the       ^pen^nco. 
North  American  Commercial  Company. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  dead  i)ups  on  the  rookeries  this  season? — A. 
Yes;  my  attention  was  called  to  the  matter  by  J.  Stan-  ^^^ 
ley  Brown,  who  requested  me  to  examine  them  with  a  *^  ^"'*** 
view  to  determining  the  cause  of  their  death.  1  examined  a  number 
which  had  ap])arently  recently  died.  Their  bodies  were  entirely  desti- 
tnte  of  fat  and  no  food  to  be  found  in  their  stomachs.  After  a  careful 
examination,  1  foucd  no  evidence  of  disease. 

Q.   What   do    you    assign   as  the  cause  of    their     ^^^^^   ^^ 
death? — A.  1  believe  them  to  have  died  of  starvation. 

Q.  Why  do  you  think  they  died  of  starvation? — A.  From  tlie  fact 
that  nearly  all  the  dead  on  the  rookery  were  pu[KS,  and  from  al)sen<*.o 
of  all  signs  of  disi^ase,  emaciated  condition  of  their  bodies,  and  ab- 
sence of  food  fi'Dni  their  stomachs. 

J.  C.  S.  Akeuly,  M.  D.,  Pii.  B. 

Sworn  and  mibscribed  to  before  me  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1891,  at  8c.  Paul  Island,  Pribilof  Grou]),  Bering  Sea. 

Frank  11.  Kew(H)m«, 
Fint  Lieutenant  U.  S.  R.  M. 
Witnoj^.fc'es : 

Milton  Barnes. 
.  fxounstone  ii.  quinan; 

a^icond  Lieutenant  U.  S.  E,  M. 
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Deposition  of  Anton  Melovedoff^  native  AlanJcanj  and  anployi  of  lessees  on 

iSL  Paid  Island, 

management — habits. 

St.  Paul  Island,  Pribilof  Group, 

Alaskaj  U.  S»  A»j  ss: 

Anton  Melovedoff,  bein^  duly  sworn,  (le[)osos  and  says:  I  am  tliirty- 
ci^bt  CSH)  years  of  a^c  and  1  was  born  on  Kadiak  Island,  Alaska.  I  came 
to  jSt.  Paul  Island  in  18(>4,  tbe  ftrst  time,  and  in  1809  tbe  second  time.  I 
liave  resided  bere  siiiee  1809  and  I  bave  been  constantly  employed  among 

tbe  Alaskan  tin -seals  in  all  tbat  time.  I  liave  bad  a 
Exporicnce.  lar^c  aud  varied  experience  in  all  tbe  det^iils  of  tbe 

bnsiness  as  it  lias  been  carried  on  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  I  bave 
done  service  in  all  tbe  departments  from  tbe  work  of  a  boy  to  tbat  of 
Fiist  Cbief  of  tbe  Island.  I  can  read  and  write  tbe  Englisb,  Eussian, 
and  Aleut  languages  and  I  can  interpret  tbem  into  one  anotber.  I  bave 
r<»ad  a  ccmsiderable  amount  of  tbe  controversies  on  tbe  Seal  Question 
sin<'e  tbe  seals  began  to  decrease  so  rapidly  on  tbe  rookeries  and  I  bave 
observe<l  tbi*  rookeries  and  tbeir  daily  condition  since  I  became  First 
Chief  in  IS81,  wbicb  ottice  I  resigned  in  1891. 

In  tbe  Kussian  times,  before  1808,  tbe  seals  were  always  driven  across 

urivinn  wLiio  un-  tbc  Isbiud  of  St.  Paul  fnmi  Nortb  East  Point  to  tbe 
dor  uuH8ian  maiiago  village  Salt  liousc — adistauce  of  12^  miles — but  wben 
""impmvwi  imthtKis  *^^^*  Alaska  Commercial  Oomi)any  lejised  tbe  islands 
uniUrAimrioaiimaii-  tlicy  stoppcd  loug  driving  and  built  salt  bouses  near 
*^'*'*"''"^*  to  tbe  bauling  grounds,- so  tbat  by  1879  no  seals  were 

driven  more  tban  2  miles. 

No  one  ever  said  in  tbose  days  tbat  seals  were  made  impotent  by 
driving,  althougb  long  drives  bad  been  made  for  at  least  fifty  years. 

I  bave  never  known  or  beard  tell  of  a  time  wben  tbere 
on  >  o  m  s.  ^^,^^  j^^^  bulls  cuougb  and  to  spare  on  tbe  breeding 
rookeries.  I  never  saw  a  cow  of  3  years  old  or  over  in  August  with- 
out a  pup  by  her  side.  The  only  cows  on  a  breeding  rookery  without 
]mps  aiv  the  virgin  cows  who  bave  come  there  for  the  first  time.  1 
never  went  onto  a  rookery  in  tbe  breeding  season  wben  I  could  not 
have  counted  plenty  of  idle  vigonms  bulls  who  bad  no  cows. 

I  bave  heard  it  said  that  tbe  sisals  an*  slaughtered  indiscriminately 
on  the  seal  islands,  and  that  tbe  natives  take  no  care  of  tbe  seals.  Tbe 
contrary  of  this  is  true.  Kules  could  bartily  be  made  any  more  stringent 
than  the  rules  laid  down  by  tbe  Government  and  Company  Dfticers 
for  the  care  and  management  of  the  seals,  and  no  people  could  be  more 
careful  in  obeying  tbem  in  letter  and  spirit  than  what  <mrs  are. 

The  killing  of  females  is  a  crime  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  our  Church 
teaches  that  it  is  a  sin  U^  kill  one,  and  our  people  know  that  tbe  death 
of  a  cow  seal  means  one  pup  less  lor  meat  in  years  t4)  <M>me.     Never,  since 

I  came  here  in  18(i9,  have  t  known  of  a  cow  tol>ekilliHl 
•cvM^nu'*^'''"^''^'^  «»^^'*-^  Kv  accident,  aud  I  think  theiv  has  not  l>een  10 

cows  killed  out  of  everv  8r>,(KK>  seals  killed  everv  vear 
fixmi  1870  to  1889. 

Wlu»n  I  first  went  on  a  drive  I  rememlxT  bow  tbe  Chiefs  talke^l  to 
me  abimt  l>eing  careful  of  bow  I  went  on  tbe  bauling  grounds:  bow  I 
must  not  disturb  the  bretniing  rookeries,  antl  tbat  I  must  walk  as  slow 
as  1  i*i>uld  when  driving,  and  stop  and  let  tlu»  steals  rest  iHTasionally. 

1  believe  tbe  same  instructions  were  given  at  all  times  by  the  Cbiefs 
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to  our  peo])le,  and  I  think  they  have  been  generally  very  faithfully 
obeyed.  Tlii^  bulls  and  cows  being  on  the  breeding  rookeries  all  through 
June  and  July,  while  tlie  killing  of  the  bachelors  for  skins  is  taking 
place,  there  is  no  reason  why  a  cow  should  be  driven  or  killed  in  the 
two  months  named,  and  it  is  a  very  rare  case  to  see  a  cow  on  the  kill- 
ing grounds  at  this  time  and  still  rarer  to  have  one  killed. 

AlU»r  the  killing  season  is  ended  and  the  breeding  season  is  over,  the 
cows  do  mix  up  with  the  bachelors  on  the  hauling  grounds,  and  they 
are  often  driven  when  we  make  a  drive  of  seals  to  kill  for  food,  and 
sometimes  one  or  two  is  clubbed  by  accident.  With  this  exception 
there  are  no  cows  or  females  ever  killed  on  the  seal  islands. 

I  wa«  First  Chief  from  1884  to  1891,  all  through  ihe  years  of  the  de- 
crease and  controversy,  and  it  has  been  my  duty  to  inspect  the  rookeries 
and  seals  from  time  to  time  and  to  report  the  condition  of  both  to  the 
Government  and  Company  Agents.  It  has  been  my  duty  to  thoroughly 
inform  myself  of  the  number  of  male  seals — biichelors — cm  each  rookery, 
and  to  select  the  grounds  to  be  driven  from  every  killing  day  through- 
out each  killing  season,  and  I  believe  I  never  allowed  the  seals  to  be 
overdriven  or  the  drives  to  be  made  too  often.  I  remember  seeing  an 
occasional  sealing  schooner  in  Bering  8ea  as  long  ago  as  1878,  but 
it  was  in  1884  they  came  in  large  numbers.  At  first  it  was  supiwsed 
they  intended  to  raid  the  rookeries,  and  we  armed  a 
number  of  men  and  kept  guard  every  night,  and  we 
drove  off  any  boats  we  found  coming  to  a  rookery.  Sometimes  in  a  dense 
fog  or  very  dark  night  they  landed  and  killed  a  few  hundred  seals,  but 
the  numbers  taken  in  this  manner  are  too  small  to  be  considered. 

About  188G  I  noticed  that  the  lines  of  former  years  were  not  filled 
with  cows,  and  every  succeeding  year  since  then  has 
shown  a  more  marked  decrease.     In  1889  the  bachelors     ^^^^»»^' 
were  so  few  on  the  hauling  giounds  that  the  standard     Decrease  in  weight 
weight  of  skins  was  lowered  to  5  pounds,  and  hundreds  of  skiDs. 
were  taken  at  only  4  pounds  in  order  to  fill  the  cjuota  of 
100,000. 

It  was  noticed  by  everyone  on  the  Island  at  this  time  that  as  the 
seals  decrejised  on  the  rookeries  from  year  to  year  the 
number  of  dead  i)ui)s  increased,  until  in  1801  the  rook-       *^  ^^^^' 
eries  were  covered  with  them.    From  1884  the  schooners     increase  of  scaling 
kept  on  increasing,  until  in  1891  there  was  more  than    *'**^* 
one  hundred.    These  schooners  care  very  little  about 
coming  to  the  islands  to  take  seals  on  the  land,  for  they  only  have  to  hover 
around  the  fishing  banks  from  50  to  200  miles  away  and      ^^^^^  ^^ 
take  all  the  seals  they  want.    It  is  to  these  banks  the  to  2()o'^mn.rfro'iu  is- 
cow  seals  go  to  feed  after  the  birth  of  their  young,  and  ^*"^'*- 
it  is  here  they  are  shot  and  killed  and  the  pups  are  left  to  starve  and 
die  on  the  rookeries. 

Last  year  I  seen  thousands  of  such  pups,  and  I  saw  many  of  them 
opened,  and  in  all  cnses  there  was  not  a  sign  of  (bod  in  their  stomachs. 
I  never  seen  a  pup  tliat  had  a  mother  living  U)  suckle  it  look  poor  or 
sick  or  starved;  nor  did  I  ever  see  or  hear  of  a  sick  or  diseased  seal, 
although  I  have  eaten  the  flesh  of  the  fur-seal  all  my  life,  and  it  is  and 
has  ever  been  the  staple  meat  ration  of  our  people. 

Seal  meat  is  cooked  at  the  Company  house  every  day  while  seals  are 
to  be  had,  and  it  is  eaten  by  all  the  white  men  on  the  Island.    Men 
talk  of  epidemics  anung  steals  and  of  impotent  bulls 
on  the  rookeries,  but  those  Avho  have  sx)ent  a  liCetime  ©aSTwrnrng^l^/*^'' 
on  the  Seal  Islauds,  and  whose  business  and  duty  it 
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lias  been  to  guard  and  observe  them,  have  no  knowled/xe  of  the  exist- 
ence of  either.  An  iiupotent  bull  dare  not  attempt  to  go  on  a  rookery, 
even  had  he  a  desire  to  do  so.  Excepting  the  extremely  old  and  feeble, 
I  have  never  seen  a  bull  that  Avas  impotent. 
The  seals  come  to  the  islands  every  year  from  the  southward,  through 
^    .   ,  ^     ,         the  passes  of  the  Aleutian  Islands;  and  the  bulls  reach 

the  islands  late  in  April  or  early  in  May,  and  they  con- 
^"^®*  tinue  to  haul  out  till  June.    They  select  their  stations 

on  the  rookeries,  and  I  believe  they  generally  return  to  the  spot  they 
occupied  the  previous  year;  and  they  stay  there  till  August  or  Sep- 
tember without  food  or  water,  and  without  much  rest 
°^**  or  sleep.    The  cows  begin  to  haul  out  early  in  June 

and  they  continue  to  haul  out  till  about  the  middle  of  July;  and  the 
pups  are  born  soon  after  the  cows  land  on  the  rookeries.    When  the 

pup  is  born  it  is  utt-(irly  helpless  and  would  drown  if 
ups  can  not  swim.  ^^^  ^^^^^  water.    Thosc  born  nearest  the  water  are  often 

drowned  in  the  surf  when  the  sea  is  rough  in  stormy  weather.    When 

jah-  fctdin '       ^^^  ^^^  ^®  ^  ^^^  days  old  the  cow  goes  into  the  sea  to 
enia  «-8  ct  ing.      f^^^^  j^jj^  ^g  t»he  pup  grows  oldcr  the  cow  will  st^y 

longer  and  longer,  until  sometimes  she  will  be  away  for  a  week.  When 
the  cows  return  they  go  to  their  own  pups,  nor  wdl  a  cow  suckle  any 
pup  but  her  own.    The  pups  would  suck  any  cow  that  would  let  them, 

for  they  do  not  seem  to  know  one  cow  from  another. 
sw^iSJ!**   ^^"^s  "^  At  7  or  8  weeks  old  the  pups  learn  to  swim  by  first 

paddling  in  the  shallow  water,  but  after  learning  to 
swim  they  appear  to  prefer  to  stay  on  land  until  the  cold  weather  drives 
them  off  in  November. 

Until  1891  we  were  allowed  to  kill  several  thousand  pup  seals  for 

food    ^*^d  in  November  about  the  time  they  were  ready  to 

ups  I  w  or      .  YQQ;yQ  thc  Islaud.    We  generally  killed  ten  or  twelve 

fen*  every  person  on  the  Island,  and  when  we  killed  them  they  were 

always  found  to  be  full  of  milk. 

The  bachelors  commence  to  haul  out  in  May,  and  they  haul  out  till 

Arrival  of  bachelors  1^^®  i"  ^^7?  ^^®  oldcroncs  couii  11  g  early  and  the  younger 

'  ones  later;  and  I  have  found  that  the  seals  killed  in 
May  and  early  June  were  fat  and  that  theii-  stomachs  were  lull  of  food, 
l)rincipally  codfish,  and  that  later  in  the  season  they  were  poor  and  had 

^  ,        ,.        „,     nothing  in  their  stomachs.     My  opinion,  therefore,  is 

Ouly  mother   seals     . i     .       **       ,      .    . ,  .i  i  x  •      Cur.  j.  j. 

leave  the  islands  for  tluituone  but  the  motlicr  scals  go  out  lu  the  sea  to  eat 
****^  during  the  time  the  herds  are  on  the  islands,  and  this 

accounts  for  the  gieat  number  of  cows  shot  by  the  sealing  schooners  in 
Bering  Seaduring  July,  August,  and  Sept^^mber.  I  was  visiting  in  San 
Francisco  in  the  winter  of  ISOO-'DI,  and  I  worked  in  a  ftir  store  during 
Skins  iu8  cti d b  ^^^eial  uioiiths  of  my  stay  there,  and  I  was  called  on 
him  i^**  su"n^ranci82o  to  handle  and  iiisi)ect  thousands  of  the  skins  taken  by 
those  of  tows.  schooners  in  Bering  Sea,  and  they  were  nearly  all  cow- 

seal  skins. 

1  know  of  no  other  explanation  than  this:  The  cows  are  shot  and 
killed  when  they  go  into  the  sea  to  feed  and  the  imps  die  on  the  rook- 
eries. This,  I  think,  is  the  true  solution  of  the  vexed  question,  "  What 
has  become  of  the  seals?"    When  the  season  ends  and  the  compact 

family  organization  breaks  up,  the  bulls  begin  to  leave 
igra  ion.  ^^^  islaiids,  goiiig  away  slowly  through  September  and 

early  October  before  they  are  all  gone. 

The  bachelors,  cows,  and  pups  go  in  November,  the  oldt^r  bachelors 
leaving  late  in  October  and  the  pups  in  November.    Sometimes  in  good^ 
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mild  weather  bachelors  are  found  and  killed  for  food  late  in  January. 

The  jnovements  of  the  seals  are  governed  quite  considerably  by  the 
weather.  When  they  do  leave  the  Island  they  go  southward  and  pass 
once  more  through  the  passes  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  and  out  into  the 
North  Pacific  Ocean. 

It  is  usually  supposed  that  seals  are  like  wild  animals.  This  is  not 
so.  They  are  used  to  the  natives  and  will  not  run  far 
from  them.  The  little  pups  will  come  to  them,  and  even  ani«n^»8  o  sea  a. 
in  the  fall  when  they  are  older  we  can  tiike  them  up  in  our  hands  and 
see  whether  they  are  males  or  females.  We  can  drive  the  seals  about 
in  little  or  large  bands  just  as  we  want  them  to  go,  and  they  are  easy 
to  manage.  We  protect  and  take  good  care  of  the  seals,  and  if  they 
were  not  killed  in  the  sea  we  could  make  them  increase  upon  the 
islands  so  that  they  would  be  as  many  as  before. 

Anton  Melovedoff. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  officer  emix)wered  to  admin- 
ister oaths  under  section  1976,  Revised  Statutes  United  States,  this 
10th  day  of  June,  1892,  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska. 

Wm.  H.  Williams, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  of  Seal  Islands. 


Dci)OHition  of  Simeon  MelovidoVy  native  AlasJcan^  and  employe  of  the  lessees 

on  St.  Paul  Island. 

MANAGEMENT — PELAGIC  SEALING. 

St.  Paul  Island^  Pribilof  Group,  Alaska,  U.  S.  A.,  ss: 

Simeon  Melovidov,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,   and  I   was  born  at   Sitka,  Alaska.    1    came    to 
St.  Paul  Island  in  1807,  and  resided  here  ever  since. 
1  have  a  practical  knowledge  of  and  am  familiar  with       ^cpercnco. 
the  fur-seal  industry  as  it  is  carried  on  on  St.  Paul  Island.    I  became 
an  able  sealer  in  1879,  and  worke<^l  at  it  ever  since,  except  in  the  win- 
ters, when  I  was  at  school.    I  have  driven  seals  and  skinned  them  and 
prepared  the  skins  for  shipment.     I  am  at  present  the  school  teacher 
on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  I  can  read  and  write  English  and  Kussian,  as 
well  as  the  Aleut  language.    1  know  that  as  long  as  I  can  remember  the 
driving  of  seals  has  been  the  most  caiefully  done  work         . 
on  the  island,  and  all  the  drives  have  been  done  by  our       "^»°«- 
own  people,  urder  the  immediate  orders  of  the  native  Chiefs.    The  aim 
at  all  times  of  all  concerned  has  been  to  care  for  and 
guard  the  seals,  and  to  do  everything  possible  to  pre      ^'ar^t^^^^^^of^^aJ^- 
serve  and  perpetuate  seal  life.    We  were  always  instructed  by  the 
Chiefs  to  drive  slowly,  and  to  let  the  seals  stop  and  rest  occasionally, 
and  if  a  cow  happened  to  join  the  drive,  we  had  to  allow  her  to  drop 
out  and  return  unmolested  to  the  water. 

It  has  been  the  i)oli<*y  and  practice  of  the  lessees  to  do  everything 
that  could  be  done  to  shorten  the  length  of  the  drives 
whenever  it  could  be  done  with<mt  injnringor  disturb-  i>rive8  made  short, 
ing  the  the  breeding  rookeries,  and  to  this  end  salt  houses  have  been 
built,  teams  and  wagons  or  boats  nsed  so  as  to  reduce  the  longest 
drive  on  St.  Paul  Island  to  not  to  exceed  2  miles.  Never  since  1879  has 
a  seal  been  driven  on  this  island  to  exceed  that  distance.  In  like  man- 
2716-.VOL  II 10 
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ner  rules  have  been  made  and  ripfidlyeufoiTed  that  no  hauling  grounds 
shall  be  driven  from  oftener  than  twice  in  .any  one  week,  and  it  is  a  rare 
thing  to  drive  more  than  once  a  week  from  the  same  i)hice. 

...  There  is  no  foundation  in  fact  for  the  stories  told  of 

iiearth  of  i.uiirt;  no  oveidriviiig  of  scais.  !Nor  18  there  any  shadow  ot  laet 
iniiH>t«iit  buiib.  fQY  ^Ij^j  j^i^  statements  made  from  time  to  time  about  a 

dearth  of  bulls  on  the  rookeries  or  of  im])otent  bulls. 
I  have  talked  to  the  old  men  of  our  people,  men  who  can  remember 

back  over  tifty  years,  and  not  one  of  them  knows  of  a  time  when  there 

was  not  plenty  of  bulls,  and  more  than  enough  on  the  breeding  rook- 
eric  s,  and  no  one  here  ever  heard  of  an  imx)otent  bull. 

weu  firiw?:  "*®^*'"*^*  Until  the  schocmers  came  into  Bering  Sea  the  rookeries 

were  always  well  hlle<l,  and  many  of  them  had  grown 

8hmt tune.*"  **'^^"  *"  Steadily  for  years,  until  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for 

the  lessees  to  take  the  quota  of  85,000  seals  on  St.  Paul 

Island  between  June  1st  and  July  liO  of  each  year.    After  1884,  when  the 

original  two  or  three  sealing  vessels  had  grown  to  be  a 
Decn  a»e  Hino.  1884.  ^^.^j,  organized  fleet,  we  found  a  steady  decrease  of  seals 

en  all  t\w  rookeries  and  we  found  it  difficult  to  secure  the  quota  of  skins, 
and  in  1889  the  lessees  had  to  lower  the  standard  of  weight  h)wer  than 

ever  before  in  the  history  of  the  Island.    And  as  the 

i>  >i»H.  seals  deeiH^ased  we  found  the  rookeries  covered  with 

dead  pups,  which  in  1891  lay  in  heaps  upon  thegi'ound;  and  when  they 

were  examined  by  the  physician  1  was  present,  and  I  saw  them  cut  open 

and  their  stomachs  were  em])ty  and  not  a  sign  of  milk  in  them. 

The  only  solution  of  the  ])roblem  is,  in  my  opinion,  that  the  cows  or 

mother  seals  go  into  the  sea  to  feed,  and  while  they  are 
Mothore  killed  at  tlieic  they  aic  sliot  aiid  killed  by  pelagie  hunters,  and 

the  pups,  deprived  of  sustenance,  die  upon  the  rook- 
eries. 

Until  1891  we  were  allowed  several  thousand  pup  seals  for  food,  and 
I  have  oft<'n  killed  them,  and  saw  others  killing  them,  and  they  were 
always  full  of  milk.  The  pups  fVmnd  dead  upon  the  rookeries  We  al- 
ways poor  and  thin  and  starved  and  empty. 

No  dearth  of  bulls       ^^  ^^'"^^  ^^*'^'"  ^'^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^*^  ^^^  baneii  sometimes  be- 
cause of  the  dearth  <xf  bulls,  but  such  is  not  the  case 

at  all,  for  the  only  cows  on  the  breeding  rookeries  in 
mtiLhaxt^xv^,        J^ib^  or  August  without  pujjs  are  the  2-year-olds  (vir- 
gins), which  have  come  on  the  rookeries  for  the  first 
time 

The  young  males  or  bachelors  that  are  killed  for  skins  are  found  to 
be  full  of  food  in  I^Iay  and  early  in  June,  but  their  stomachs  are  empty 

>vhen  killed  in  July  or  later.  This  shows,  1  think,  that 
iHiamlUTfood.  i»oue  go  out  to  feed  in  the  sea  except  the  cows  during 

the  time  they  are  nursing  their  young.     The  pups, 

Pops  heii.1088  ^^^^^^  ^^^'"?  *-*^^^  "^^  ®^^*"^  01'  ^*<*U»  themselves  in  any  way, 

and  they  are  entirely  dei)endenton  the  cows  for  suste- 

^  .  nance.    They  are  6  or  8  weeks  old  before  they  can 

wrokHoid"^  s^vim,  and  were  they  put  into  the  water  when  born  they 

would  perish,  for  they  are  not  then  amphibious. 
The  flesh  of  the  fur-seal  has  been  eaten  by  (mr  people  ever  since  their 
first  settling  here,  and  it  constitutes  the  chief  part  of  their  daily  food. 
No  di«.a«Mi  HoaiH.  ^^^\'^^  is catcu legulurly  by  cvciy  white  miin  on  the  Is- 

land;  and  yet  no  one  here  has  ever  seen  or  heard  tell  of 
a  sick  or  diseased  sejil. 
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I  believe  the  seals  come  to  the  islands  from  the  southward,  and  when 
Hiey  leave  iu  November  or  December  they  fi;o  south- 
war<l  through  the  passes  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  and     Go    through    the 
into  the  Pacific  Ocean.    I  believe  the  bulls  do  not  eat  P'''*'*^**- 
or  drink  during  their  three  to  four  months'  sojourn  on   ^^^'j"*  ^^^  ®"  ^^^* 
the  island  and  I  know  they  take  little  if  any  rest  or 
sleep. 

I  do  not  think  it  is  any  more  trouble  to  manage  the  seal  herd  than 
it  is  to  manage  some  of  the  herds  of  cattle  1  have     Domostic  character 
seen  in  California,  and  of  the  two  the  seals  seem  tome  ofsfain. 
tamer  and  less  afiaid  of  the  natives,  to  whom  they  are  accustomed. 

We  could  now,  as  we  always  did  in  the  ])ast,  handle  the  young  pups 
in  the  fall.  We  can  care  for  and  protect  the  mature  seals  as  well  as 
the  cattle  on  the  ranges  are  cared  for  and  protected,  and  if  they  (!Ould 
be  guarded  from  th©  hunters  in  the  sea  we  could  by  good  management 
again  make  the  rookeries  as  large  as  before. 

After  careful  incpury  among  our  oldest  peoi)leand  weighing  my  own 
experience  and  observations,  I  believe  the  decrease  of 
the  Alaskan  fur-seal  is  due  altogether  to  pelagic  hunt-   soum^ortlma^u!'"'^ 


lUg. 


Simeon  Melovidov. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  officer  empowered  to  admin- 
ister oaths,  under  section  1970,  Itevised  Statutes  of  the  United  States, 
this  10th  day  ot*  June,  1892,  at  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska. 

W^M.  n.  Williams, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  i^ciil  Inlands. 


Deposition  of  J.  C.  Redpath,  agent  of  lessees  on  St,  Paul  Island, 

HABITS,  MANAGEMENT,  AND  HULKS  OF  FUP.  OOMPANIES—PELAGIC  SEALING. 

[St.  Paul  Island,  Pribilof  Group, 

Alaska,  U.  S.  A.,  ss:] 

J.  C.  Redpath,  being  duly  sworn,  depnses  and  says:  I  am  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  I  am  forty  eight  (48)  years 
of  age.  At  present  I  am  a  resident  of  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska.  I 
have  resided  on  the  Sejil  Islands  of  St.  George  and 
St.  Paul  since  my  first  coming  to  Alaska  in  1875.  EM>erience. 
My  present  occupation  is  that  of  local  agent  on  St.  Paul  Ishand 
for  the  present  lessees,  the  North  American  Commercial  Comj)any.  I 
have  a  practical  knowledge  of  and  am  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  habits  and  conditions  of  tlie  fur-seal  as  it  exists  on  the  Pribilof 
Islands  of  St.  George  and  St.  I^aiil,  and  also  of  the  methods  adoj)ted 
and  i)racticed  in  the  taking  of  the  skins,  and  of  the  several  efforts 
made  by  the  former  and  prescuit  lessees,  a^^  experience  taught  them,  to 
increase  the  herd  and  to  build  up  the  rookeries  and  peri)etuate  seal 
life.  I  have  had  a  personal  experience  of  seventeen  seasons  on  the 
killing  grounds  in  different  situations,  from  that  of  seal-clubber  to  fore- 
man, several  years  of  which  T  have  been  the  resident  local  agent. 
My  position  as  local  agent  has  led  me  to  make  a  careful  study  of  the 
seal  question,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  repm^t,  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
general  agent  of  the  lessees  the  result  of  my  observations. 
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Tbe  Alaskan  fur-seal  is  a  native  of  the  Pi  ibilof  Islands,  and,  unless  pre- 
seais  are  natives  of  vcuted,  will  retum  to  tbosc  ishinds  every  year  with  tlie 

rribiiof  iBiaiids.  regularity  of  the  seasons.  All  tbe  peculiarities  of  nature 
soaiR  return  to  the  thac  suiTouud  the  Pfibilof  Group  of  Islands,  such  as  low 

Islands  every  year.      ^^^  ^^^^^  temperature,  fog,  uiist,  and  perpetually  clouded 

sky,  seem  to  indicate  their  fitness  and  adaptability  as  a  home  for  the 
Alaskan  fur-seal;  and  with  an  instinct  bordering  on  reason  they  have 
selected  these  lonely  and  barren  islands  as  the  clioicest  spots  Of  earth 
Pribiiof  I  ^P^o  which  to  assemble  and  dwell  together  during 
iaud8^3?xni"nth8.  ^    their  six  moutlis'  stay  on  land;    and   annually  they 

journey  across  thousands  of  miles  of  ocean,  and  ])ass 
hundreds  of  islands,  without  pause  or  rest,  until  tliey  come  to  the  place 

of  their  birth.     And  it  is  a  well  established  fact  that 
Haul  np  only  on   upon  uo  othcr  laudiu  the  world  do  the  Alaskan  fur-seal 

islands.  ,  *     •         A.     I*         X 

haul  out  of  water. 

Early  in  May  the  bulls  approach  tlie  islands  and  alter  cautiously  and 

.  carefully  reconuoiteriug  tbe  surroundings  haul  out  and 

m\a  o    u  8.       s^^i^et  their  stations   on   the  rookeries,   where    they 

patiently  await  the  coming  of  the  cows.    When  they  first  a])pear  upon 

the  rookeries  the  bulls  are  fat  and  sleek  and  very  aggressive,  but  after  a 

stay  of  from  three  to  four  months,  without  food,  tliey  crawl  away  from 

tbe  rookeries  in  a  very  lean  condition.    In  my  opinion, 

Buiisretumiosanie  the  bull  scal  rctums  to  tlic  spot  be  occupied  the  pre- 

simt  every  year.         ccdiug  ycars,  aud  I  kiiow  of  scvcial  iiistaiiccs  wbcro 

he  <*ould  be  distinguished  by  the  loss  of  an  eye  or  a  tiij^per,  in  which 

he  actually  did  return  for  a  series  of  years  to  the  same  spot. 

The  mother  seals  or  cows  commence  to  haul  out  about  June  10th,  and 

A    v  1  f  c  ws       iicarly  all  of  them  are  on  the  rookeries  by  July  15tb,  and 

m\a  o  cows.       j  bclicve  tbcy  bring  forth  their  young  almost  iminedi- 

ately  after  reaching  their  places  on  tbe  rookeries.     When  tbe  pup  is 

Birth  f  u  8  from  four  to  six  days  old,  tbe  mother  goes  into  the 

pups.         water  for  food  and,  as  time  passes,  her  stay  becomes 

Females  feeding.      Icmger,  uutil  finally  shc  will  be  away  from  her  pup  for 

several  days  at  a  time,  and  sometimes  for  a  whole 
niiiesWom  Wa^ds!^^  wcck.    Duriug  thcsc  lougcr  migrations  she  often  goes 

200  miles  from  the  rookery,  and  I  have  been  informed 

by  men  who  were  engaged  in  the  trade  of  pelagic  hunting  that  they 

had  taken  "  mothers  in  milk"  at  a  distance  of  over  200  miles  fnim  the 

Seal  Islands. 

No  cow  will  nurse  any  pup  but  her  own,  and  I  have  often  watched 

the  pups  attempt  to  suck  cows,  but  they  were  always 
thlfrT^'pups*^'*^^  driven  off;  and  this  fact  convinces  me  that  the  cow 

recognizes  her  own  pup  and  that  the  pup  does  not 

know  its  dam.     At  birth  and  for  several  weeks  after,  the  pup  is  utterly 

hei     h^^^Pl^ss  and  entirely  dependent  on  its  dam  for  suste- 

less"^*  °  *^^   ^^    nance;  and  should  anytliing  prevent  her  return  during 

D  in  .^  from  neglect.  ^^^^  period  it  dics  ou  tlic  I'ookcry.    This  has  been  dem- 

>ing  rom  .  Q^g^j.jj^^^|  bcyoiid  a  doubt  since  the  sealing  vessels 

have  operated  largely  in  Bering  Sea  during  the  months  of  July,  Au- 
gust, and  September,  and  which,  killing  the  cows  at  the  feeding  grounds, 
left  the  pups  to  die  on  the  islands. 
At  about  five  weeks  old  the  pups  begin  to  run  about  and  congref;ate 
Pn  8   leamin     to  ^^  buiiches  or  "  i)ods;"  aiid  at  0  to  8  weeks  old  they  go 
BwiS?"    ^™  °*^    **  into  the  shallow  water  and  gradually  learn  to  swim. 
They  are  not  amphibious  when  born,  nor  can  they  swim  for  several 
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weeks  thereafter,  and  were  they  put  into  the  water 
would  perish  beyoud  a  doubt,  as  lias  been  well  estab-  ^^^^  ampiiiWous  at 
lished  by  the  drowning  of  pups  caught  by  the  surf  in 
stormy  weather.    After  learning  to  swim  the  pups  still  draw  their  sus- 
tenance from  the  cows,  and  I  have  noticed  at  the  annual  killin«:  of  pups 
for  food  in  November  that  their  st-<mia('hs  were  always  full  of  milk  and 
nothing  else,  although  the  cows  had  left  the  Island  some  days  before. 
1  have  no  knowledge  of  the  pups  obtaining  sustenance 
of  any  kind  except  that  furnished  by  the  cows;  nor  mSherfSAm^*!''  **" 
have  I  ever  seen  anything  but  mUk  in  a  dead  pup's 
stomach.    The  young  males,  from  2  to  5  years  old,  whose  skins  are  taken 
by  the  lessees  begin  to  haul  out  on  land  in  May  and 
they  continue  to  haul  out  till  eJuly.    They  herd  by  Arrival  of  bachelors 
Themselves  during  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July,   „,.,    ,^   .  , 

,    , ,  1      J.1  •      t  1       •  xi       1  T  Habits  of  bachelors. 

and  they  do  this  because,  during  the  breeding  season, 
they  dare  not  approach  the  breeding  rookeries  or  the  bulls  would  de- 
stroy them.    Being  thus  debarred  from  a  position  on  the  breeding 
rookeries  or  from  intermingling  with  the  cows,  they  herd  together  on 
tlie  hauling  grounds,  where  they  are  easily  approached 
and  surrounded  by  the  natives,  who  drive  them  to  the  ^"^'"'"s- 
killing  grounds  without  disturbing  the  breeding  rookeries. 

Young  males  killed  in  May  and  June  when  examined  are  found  to  be 
in  priuie  condition,  and  their  stomachs  are  tilled  with 
lish — principally  (jodfish — but  those  killed  later  in  the     Males  do  not  leave; 
season  are  found  to  be  poor  and  lean  and  their  stomachs  sLmmeMbrfrKla!""^ 
empty;  which  shows  that  the  males  rarely  leave  the 
islands  for  food  during  the  summer  months. 

Statute  law  forbids  the  killing  of  the  female  seal,  and  nature  regu- 
lates the  matter  so  that  there  is  no  danger  of  their 
being  driven  or  killed  during  tlie  regular  killing  seavson,  the  "JraS ''^'^^*^^**" 
which  takes  place  in  June  and  July  when  all  the  '^kill- 
ing for  skins"  is  done;  and  after  all  my  experience  here  I  am  free  to 
say  that  a  small  fraction  of  one  per  cent  would  represent  all  the  females 
killed  on  the  islands  since  they  became  the  property  of  the  United 
States. 

The  compact  family  arrangement  so  tenaciously  adhered  to  during 
the  breeding  season  becomes  relaxed  in  August,  and 
the  females  scatter,  and  a  few  of  them  mix  up  with  the  by^ac'ident''"'''^*'"^^ 
young  males,  and  when  the  natives  make  a  drive  for 
food  it  occasionally  hai)pens  that  a  female  will  accompany  the  males,  and 
sometimes  one  or  two  m^iy  be  accidentally  killed.    I  use 
the  word  "accidentally"  advisedly,  because  there  is  no     Females  less  vain- 
good  reason  why  the  natives  or  the  lessees  shcmld  kill  nllSs  and\S^"'  ^'"' 
a  female  seal  designedly,  as  the  skin  is  of  no  more  use 
or  value  (if  so  miu^h),  nor  its  flesh  as  good  for  food,  as  is  that  of  the 
male.    And,  excepting  accidents,  it  is  a  fact  that  no 
female  seals  are,  or  ever  were,  killed  on  the  Tribilof  ou^uialuu''^^  ^"^'''** 
Islands  since  American  rules  and  regulations  were  es- 
tablished there. 

The  regular  killing  season  fbr  skins  under  the  lease  begins  on  June 
1st  and  ends  practically  on  the  last  of  July;  and  dur- 
ingthis  period  the  first-class  Alaskan  fur-seal  skins     ^^"•"^ ««»««" 
are  taken.    The  seals  are  driven  from  the  hauling;  to  the  killing  grounds 
by  experienced  natives  under  the  orders  of  the  iiative 
Chief,  and  the  coustant  aim  and  object  of  all  concerned       ®       o       ug. 
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is  to  exeri'ise  the  greatost  earc  in  driving,  so  that  tlio 

caro  of  seals.  auiiiials  iiiay  not  be  injured  or  abused  in  any  manner. 

As  the  reftuhitions  require  the  lessees  to  \)i\y  for  every  skin  taken 

from  seals  killed  by  the  orders  of  their  loeal  agents,  and 
fiih-^r  "**^  "^'**''-  as  the  skin  of  an  overheated  seal  is  valueleSvS,  it  is  only 

reasonable  to  suppose  that  they  would  be  the  last  men 
living  to  encourage  or  allow  their  employes  to  overdrive  or  in  any  man- 
ner injure  the  seals.     1  know  that  the  orders  given  to 
PoHitivp  (iniora  of  i^e,  as  local  ageut,  were  always  of  the  most  positive 
hTuIh""'^  ***  protect  j^,^(j  (.jj^pi^atic  kind  on  this  point,  and  they  were  always 

obeyed  to  the  letter.  Instead  of  overdriving  or  neg- 
lecting the  seals  the  lessees  have  endeavored  to  do  everything  in  their 
power  to  shorten  the  distances  between  the  hauling  and  killing  grounds, 
or  betwe<Mi  the  hauling  grounds  ami  the  salt  house. 

Before  the  Alaska  Coiiinercial  Com])any  leaded  the  seal  islands  in 
1870,  it  wa«  a  common  practice  to  drive  seals  from  North  East  Point  to 
the  Village  on  St.  Paul  Island,  a  distance  of  12  miles,  and  from  Zapad- 
nie  to  the  Village  on  St.  George  Island,  a  distance  of  0  miles,  across  a 
very  rough  and  rugged  country. 

From  Halfway  i)oint  and  from  Zapadnie  on  St.  Paul 
anagtnun  Island,  seals  were  driven,  respectively,  5  and  0  miles. 

When  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  took  control  of  the  islands 
the  drive  fnmi  North  East  point  was  prohibited,  and  a  salt  house  and 
other  necessary  buildings  erected  within  2  miles  of  the  killing  ground, 
and  all  the  skins  taken  there  were  salted  and  stored  and  shipj)ed  fri)m 
North  East  Point.  In  1879  a  killing  ground  was  made,  and  a  salt  house 
built  at  Halfway  Point,  within  2  miles  of  the  hauling  grounds,  and  all 
skins  taken  at  the  Point  are  salted  there.  At  Zapadnie,  the  same  year, 
a  killing  ground  was  made  within  a  mile  of  the  hauling  ground,  and  the 
skins  taken  there  are  taken  to  the  VilUige  salt  house  in  bojits,  or,  when 
the  weather  is  unfavorable,  by  team  and  wagon. 

.  Since  1878  there  has  uot  been  a  drive  made  on  St. 

"^  "^*  Paul  Island  to  exceed  2  miles.     At  Zapadnie,  St. 

Getu'ge,  a  salt  house  was  built  about  1875,  and  the  <»  mile  drive  pro- 
hibited, and  a  trail  made  at  great  expense  across  the  Island,  over  which 
the  skins  are  taken  on  pack  saddles  to  the  Village.    Since  1874  no  seals 
have  been  driven  on  St.  George  Island  to  exceed  2i  miles. 
strict  rules  Altliough  tlic  scals  are  c(miparatively  tame  after  be- 

ing on  the  land  for  a  short  time,  and  do  not  get  scared 
so  easily  as  is  commonly  sui)posed,  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Treasury  Department  are  very  strict  on  the  question  of  absolute  pro- 
tection to  the  seals  on  the  Islands,  and  the  Treasury  Agents  have  always 
most  rigidly  enforced  them. 

It  is  unlawful  to  lire  a  gun  on  the  Islands  from  the  time  the  first  seal 
„    ,    ,.     ,,      ,  appears  in  the  spring  until  the  last  one  leaves  at  the 

end  01  the  season ;  and  m  order  to  proi)erly  enforce  this 
law,  the  firearms  are  tak(».n  from  the  natives  and  locked  up  in  the  Gov- 
ernment house,  in  care  of  the  Treasury  Agents. 
No  person  is  allowed  to  go  near  a  rookery  unless  by  special  order  of 

the  Treasury  Agent;  and,  when  driving  from  the  haul- 
tu^bwL^^**^'*  "***  *^*"^    ^°S  grounds  the  natives  are  forbidden  to  smoke  or  make 

ai»y  unusual  noise,  or  to  do  anything  that  might  dis- 
turb or  frighten  the  seals.    All  driving  is  (hme  when  the  weather  is 
^^^,.j  cool  and  moist,  and  when  the  condition  of  the  weather 

demands  it,  the  drives  are  made  in  the  cool  of  the  night; 
and  in  no  case  are  seals  driven  at  a  higher  rate  of  si)eed  than  about 
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half  a  mile  an  hour.  So  carefully  is  the  driving  done  that  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  divide  the  native  drivers  into  several  "watches" 
which  relieve  each  other  on  the  road,  because,  the  pace  being  so  slow, 
the  men  get  cold. 

From  1875  to  1883  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  the  lessees  to  take 
the  annual  quota  of  100,000  skins  between  June  1st  and 
July  20,  and  yet  there  was  no  sign  of  any  decrease,  but  isvi^to'lss?^^"  ^^**'" 
rather  an  expansion  of  most  of  the  rookeries. 

I  do  not  i)retend  to  be  able  to  say  how  many  seals  there  are,  or  ever 
were,  on  the  rookeries;  nor  do  1  believe  anybody  else  can  tell;  for  the 
rookeries  are  so  broken  and  filled  with  rocks  it  is  impossible  to  esti- 
mate the  number  of  seals  upon  them  with  any  api)roacli  to  accuracy. 
The  lines  of  expansion  and  contraction  are  plain  enough,  and  can  be 
seen  and  understood  by  the  whole  community. 

Until  1884  sealing  schooners  were  seen  but  very  seldom  near  the  is- 
lands or  in  Beri)ig  ISea,  and  the  few  seals  taken  by  the 
hunters  who  raided  the  rookeries  occasionally  are  too  ^^  poaching  u^fore 
paltry  to  be  seriously  considered,  because  the  raids 
were  so  few,  and  the  facilities  for  taking  many  seals  off  so  utterly  in- 
significant.   In  1884  the  sealing  schooners  became  num- 
erous.   I  believe  there  were  about  thirty  in  the  sea  that  pr]r«*l\*,fi*Lrn?!'V)£iJ"' 

.  ,  •■11  t^ii-a»iij^  suit  c  looft. 

year,  and  they  have  increased  very  rapidly  every  year 
since,  until  now  they  are  said  to  be  about  one  hundred  and  twenty. 
As  the  schooners  increased  the  seals  decreased,  and  the 
lines  of  contraction  on  the  rookeries  were  noticed  to  cr^UJ."llS"^    *^® 
draw  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  beach,  and  the  killable 
seals  became  fewer  in  numbers,  and  harder  to  find.    In  1886  the  de- 
crease was  so  plain  that  the  natives  and  all  the  agents     ,,  ,   ,  , 

,,       .,         t'^  .,  ,  jii-i  T^f  •  /»        Marked  (lecrcaso  111 

on  the  islands  saw  it  and  were  startled;  and  theories  of  i886. 
all  sorts  were  advanced  in  an  attempt  to  account  for  a 
cause. 

A  dearth  of  bulls  on  the  breeding  rookeries  was  a  pet  theory  of  one 
or  two  transient  \isi tors,  but  it  only  neeeded  a  thorough     Theories 
investigation  of  the  condition  of  the  rookeries  to  con- 
vince the  most  skeptical  that  there  were  jdenty  of  bulls,  and  to  spare, 
and  that  hardly  a  cow  could  be  found  on  the  rookeries  without  a  jmp 
at  her  side. 

For  five  years  I  have  given  this  particular  subject  my  most  earnest 
attention,  and  every  succeeding  year's  experience  has     ^r    ,   _*»   r  i  n 

;  i  1      X  ^1  •  a-  1  J         i.1         No  dearth  of  bulla. 

convin(*ed  me  that  there  is  not,  and  never  w«as,  a  dearth 

of  bulls.    The  theory  of  impotency  of  the  young  bulls  because  of  over 

driving  when  young  is  not  wmthy  of  consideration  by 

any  sane  or  honest  man  who  luis  ever  seeen  a  bull  seal    o^®,°t"*^^""''""^^"*" 

on  a  breeding  rookery;  and  as  I  have  already  answered  '^^iVvordriving. 

the  question  of  over  driving  I  will  only  add  here  tlnit 

no  young  bull  ever  goes  upon  a  bn^eding  rookery  until  he  is  able  to 

fight  his  way  in,  and  an  impotent  bull  has  no  desire  to  fight,  nor  could 

he  win  a  position  on  the  rookery  weie  he  to  attempt 

it.    The  man  is  not  alive  who  ever  saw  a  six  or  seven  „eveHmpotenT.^^  **^'^ 

year  old  bull  seal  impotent. 

Another  theory,  equally  untrue,  was  that  an  epidemic  had  seized 
the  herd;  but  investigations  of  the  closest  kind  have      ^^      .,    . 

xSO  CHlllOlllIt* 

never  revealed  the  death,  on  the  islands,  of  a  full  grown 

seal  from  unknown  causes.     Let  it  be  remembered  that  the  flesh  of 

the  seal  is  the  staple  diet  of  the  natives  and  that  it  is  eaten  daily 
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by  most  of  the  white  employes  as  well;  and  yet  it  is  true  that  a  sign 

of  taint  or  disease  has  never  been  found  on  a  seal  C/ar- 

Dead  pSps^ '^'***^^'^    ^'^-^^  ^"  ^^^^  memory  of  man.    It  was  not  until  so  many 

thousands  of  dead  pups  were  found  upon  the  rookeries 
that  the  problem  was  solved. 

The  truth  is  that  when  the  cows  go  out  to  tlie  feeding  grounds  to 
feed  they  are  shot  and  killed  by  the  pelagic  hunter,  and  the  pups,  de- 
prived of  sustenance,  die  upon  the  rookeries.  Exi^epting  a  few  pu])S 
killed  by  the  surf  occasionally  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  all  the 
pups  found  dead  are  poor  and  starved,  a.id  when  examininl  their 

stomachs  are  found  to  be  without  a  sign  of  fo.id  of  any 
wurd^dpupr'^'^^  sort.    In  1891  the  rookeries  on  St.  Paul  Island  were 

coverexl,  in  places,  with  dead  pups,  all  of  which  had 
every  symptom  of  having  died  of  hunger,  and  on  opening  several  of 
them  the  stomachs  were  found  to  be  empty. 
The  resident  physician,  Dr.  Ackerly,  i»xamined  many  of  them  and 

found  in  every  instance  that  starvation  was  the  cause 
vadmn^''*"^  ^  ''**'    <>^'  death.    Tlie  h)west  estimates  made  at  the  time  plac- 
ing the  number  of  dead  pups  on  the  rookeries  at  25,000 

is  too  high. 

It  has  been  said  that  m<an  can  do  nothing  to  facilitate  the  propagation 

of  the  fur-seal.  My  experience  does  not  support  this. 
be^re^*i§atS"  Vtller-  The  reservaticm  of  females  and  the  killing  of  the  sur- 
^"*  i^er*"^'"  ^^"  i^^^^^  males,  so  that  eiu'li  bull  can  have  a  reasonable 
oneano  er.  numbcr  of  COWS,  is  uiorc  advantage  to  the  growth  ot 

the  rookeries  than  when  in  a  vstate  of  nature  bulls  killed  each  other  in 
their  eftbrts  to  secure  a  single  cow. 

The  same  care  can  be  and  is  exercised  in  the  handling  and  manage- 
ment of  the  seal  herd  as  is  best'>wed  by  a  ranchman 
^^omeatic  naturo  of  upQ^  jijg  bauds  of  ranging  stock,  and  is  productive  of 

like  results.  The  seals  have  become  so  ai^'ustomed  to 
the  natives  that  the  presence  of  the  latter  does  not  disturb  them.  The 
pups  are  easily  handled  by  tlie  natives,  and  formerly,  when  used  as  an 
article  of  food,  thousands  of  pups  were  actually  picked  uj)  and  exam 
ined,  in  accordance  with  Government  requirement,  to  avoid  the  killing 
of  a  female.  So  easily  are  the  seals  controlled  that,  when  a  diiveof 
"bachelors"  is  made  to  the  killing  grounds,  a  guard  of  two  or  three 
small  boys  is  sulllciiMit  to  keep  them  frcnn  straying,  and  from  the  gen- 
eral band  any  number  from  one  upwards  can  be  readily  <'ut  out.  It  is 
possible  in  the  future,  as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  to  i^Meiveu.imolested 

suitable  areas  to  serve  as  breeding  grounds;  to  set 

deSiSSe"*^   groundH  asidc  cacli  year  a  propoi*  numl)er  of  young  males  for 

stock- breeding  future  scrvice  upon  the  rookeries,  and  by  the  applica- 

pn^i^pies  apphcabio  ^^^^^^  ^j.  ^,^^  ordinary  stock-breeding  principles  not  only 

to  perpetuate  but  to  rai)idly  increase  the  seal  herd. 

To  one  who  has  spent  so  many  years  among  the  seals  as  1  have  and 

who  has  taken  so  much  interest  in  them,  it  does  appear  to  be  wrong 

teofiif  ^^^'^^  ^^^^y  should  be  allowed  to  be  so  ruthlessly  and 

in<liscriininately  slaughtered  by  pelagic  hunters,  who 

secure  only  about  one-fourth  of  all  they  kill.    There  is  no  doubt  in  my 

mind  that  unless  immediate  protection  be  given  to  the 
Baf™*^^*""'   °®^^    Alaskan  fur-seal  the  species  will  be  i)ractically  de- 
stroyed in  a  very  few  years;  and  in  order  to  protect 
them  i)elagic  hunting  must  be  absolutely  prohibited. 

N.  B. — The  foregoing  is  substantially  the  same  testimony  that  I  gave 
to  the  commissioners  who  visited  the  islands  in  1891. 

J.  C.  IlEUPATH. 
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Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mo,  an  officer  empowed  to  administer 
oaths  under  section  1970,  Kevised  Statutes  of  the  United  States,  on 
this  the  3d  day  of  June,  1892,  at  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska. 

Wm.  H  Williams, 
Treasury  Agent  in  Charg^  of  Seal  Islands. 


Deposition  of  George  IL   Temple^  assistant  agent  of  lessees  on  St.  Paul 

Island. 

habits.    management. 

State  of  Vermont, 

County  of  Orange^  ss: 

Georg^e  H.  Temple,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 
32  years  old:  a  native  of  Vermont,  where  1  now  reside. 
I  was  bred  to  the  occupation  of  farming,  and  am  at 
l)resent  a  hardware  merchant  in  my  native  town  of  Eandolph. 

From  1880  to  1882  I  was  emj^loyed  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
])any  at  St.  I^aul  Island,  Alaska,  as  assistant  agent,  and  in  that  position 
became  fiimiliar  with  the  work  of  handling,  driving,  and  herding  the 
killable  seals,  and  with  the  habits  and  peculiarities  of  the  breeding 
seals  on  the  rookeries,  both  of  which  liave,  in  the  main,  been  accurately 
and  intelligently  described  by  II.  W.  Elliott  in  his  '^Report  on  the  Seal 
Islands  of  Alaska,"  published  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  Census 
OflQcc,  1884.  I  thnik  he  might,  however,  have  made  his  description  of 
the  animals  and  the  manner  of  obtaining  their  skins  for  market  more 
intelligible  to  the  ordinary  reader  by  following  more  closely  the  analogy 
between  the  seals  and  farm  animals,  which  invariably  strikes  the  ob- 
server who  is  familiar  with  the  rearing,  handling,  and  slaughtering  of 
both. 

A  farmer  on  going  to  the  seal  islands  at  ouc^.  notices,  as  I  did,  that  the 
term  "seal  hunting,"  so  called,  conveys  no  idea  of  the 
business  of  taking  seals  for  their  skins  as  it  is  there  of^eSs*^^"^  character 
carried  on.  It  is  in  no  sense  "  hunting,"  the  work  of 
bringing  in  for  slaughter  from  their  accust:)med  haunts  and  slaying 
such  number  of  killable  seals  from  day  to  day  as  will  serve  as  a  day's 
work  for  those  engaged  in  the  killing  being  in  no  way  different  from 
that  pursued  by  the  farmer  in  driving  up  his  farm  herd  and  selecting 
and  killing  sucli  as  he  sees  fit;  the  only  difference  being  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  seals,  the  pasture  in  which  they  feed  is  the  broad  ocean,  out 
of  which  the  seal  farmer  can  not  drive  them.  lie  must  wait  until  they 
come  on  shore;  but  he  can  count  with  absolute  certainty  on  their  com- 
ing within  his  reach  in  due  time,  provided  only  their  natural  enemies 
oppose  them,  and  they  are  spared  while  at  sea  by  their  human  enemies, 
who  may,  with  perfect  i)ropriety,  be  termed  *'seal  hunters." 

The  analogycan  be  further  j)rofitably  followed  by  comparing  the  system 
usually  pursued  in  breeding  domestic  animals  with  the 
methods  adoi)ted  by  the  late  lessees  of  tlie  seal  fisheries  antSi^a.^**"*  ***  ^'"'°* 
in  preserving  all  the  female  seals,  and  enough  males  for 
breeders,  and  also  in  their  manner  of  driving,  yarding,  herding,  select- 
ing for  slaughter  and  for  breeding,  Inindling  tlie  young,  and  generally 
in  the  management  of  the  herd;  the  exception  in  this  respect  being 
found  chiefly  in  tlie  fact  that  the  seals,  after  they  are  a  few  months  old, 
can  not  be  manipulated  with  the  hands,  because  of  their  propensity  to' 
bite,  but  must  be  always  kept  at  arm's  length  by  the  herdman's  seal 
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• 

club,  in  the  use  of  wliicli  he  hecomes  so  expert  tliat,  without  striking  the 
seal  or  in  any  way  injurinjj:  him,  he  i)rotects  himself  most  thoroughly 
against  the  snapping  jaws  and  sharp  teeth  by  which  he  is  confront<5(l. 

Before  the  young  seal  leaves  the  island  for  the  first  time,  in  the  year 

,  ,         of  iiis  birth,  he  is  less  vicious,  or  less  exi)ei't  in  the 

use  of  his  teeth,  and  may  be  j)icKed  up  by  the  nippers, 

or,  if  necessary,  marked  or  branded;  and  at  the  proper  season  of  the 

year  I  think  H!)  or  00  per  cent  of  all  the  young  could  be  brought  up 

from  the  beaches  and  so  dealt  with. 

I  make  these  statemcMits  because  I  have  heard  it  said  that  the  seals 
are  wild  animals  and  can  not  be  identified  as  belonging  to  any  partic- 
ular herd  or  rookery  when  oft'  on  tiie  feeding  grounds  where  they  are 
caj)tnred  by  the  marine  seal  hunters. 

1  again  visited  St.  Paul  Island  Jind  remained  there  several  days  in 

No  damage  by  les-  the  Slimmer  of  1885,  but  saw  no  evidence  then,  or  when 

««'*?«  formerly  on  the  island,  to  lead  me  to  think  that  the 

lessees  w(Te  damaging  the  rookeries,  or  doing  anything  different  from 

what  a  judicious  regard  for  the  future  of  the  industry  wcmld  dictate. 

In  giving  this  evi<lence  I  am  as  free  from  prejudice  as  is  possible  when 
enttutaining,  as  I  do,  a  feeling  that  the  late  lessees  treated  me  in  some 
measure  unjustly,  nor  have  I  any  interest  whatever  in  the  seals  or  the 
products  of  the  sealeries. 

It  is  asserted  by  Mr.  Elliott,  in  a  report  made  subsecpient  to  that  above 

cit<Kl,  from  which  I  have  seen  extracts,  that  j)ermanent 
sea^s.  ^"''"^^  ^  ^^^^  ii\i"i'y  results  to  the  male  seal  from  the  practice  of  re- 
peatedly bringing  him  up  to  the  killing  grounds  and 
letting  him  go  aga  n  because  of  some  delect  in  his  skin,  or  for  the 
reascm  that  he  is  needed  as  a  breeder.  Ht^  does  not  say  what  he  saw 
among  the  old  males  to  justify  any  such  conclusion,  and  I  do  not  be- 
lieve it  is  warranted  by  the  facts.  When  the  seals  get  back  to  the 
water  after  a  long  drive,  they  are,  of  course,  considerably  fatigued,  but 
leaj)  as  gaily  as  usual  after  a  little  rest,  and  play  with  their  fellows  on 
shore  with  their  accustomed  vivacity  on  the  day  foHowing  the  drive. 

There  are  always  some  disabled  seals  on  tlie  beaches  described  by 
Mr.  Elliott  as  "hospital  rookeries,"  where  those  maimed  in  the  con- 
flict for  supremacy  on  the  breeding  grounds  and  decrepit  old  males  too 
old  for  furtiier  service,  liaul  up  to  rest  and  heal  their  wounds.  The 
number  of  such  animals  is  never  large  in  pro|)i)rtiou  to  the  whole  herd, 
and  all  others  represent  the  highest  type  of  virility,  vigor,  and  strength. 

Geo.  II.  Tkmple. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  at  Randolph,  Vermont,  this  13th  djiy  of 
June,  A.  D.  1892.    Before  me, 

J.  B.  Eldkedge, 
[SEAL.]  Kotary  Puhlic. 


Deposition  of  Seth  M.  Washhtirn^  assistayit  agent  of  lessees  and  teacher  on 

St,  Paul  Island. 

management — habits. 

State  of  Vermont, 

County  oj    Windsor^  ss: 

I,  8eth  M.  Washburn,  <lepose  and  on  oath  say:  That  I  am  42  years 

Ex  H-ri  nre  ^^  *^^**'  *^"*^  rcsidc  ill  Dethcl,  Vermont,  where  I  have  been 

.xiHTienre  ^  merchant  since  1878.     1  was  born  in  Randolph,  Ver- 

mont, and  lived  there  until  1874.    1  was  a  graduate  of  the  State  Normal 
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School  of  Vermont,  and  in  1874  was  employed  by  tlie  Alaska  Commercial 
Company,  the  late  lessees  of  the  Alaska  seal  tislieries,  to  ^o  to  the  Island 
of  St.  Paul  of  the  Pribilof  group,  as  Assistant  Agent  and  teacher.  I  went 
there  in  1874  and  remained  continuously  until  1877,  my  residence 
there  covering  four  sealing  seasons.  My  duties  as  Assist-ant  Agent  re- 
quired me  to  familiarize  myself  with  the  habits  of  the  seals,  the  manner 
of  driving  them  from  the  rookeries,  and  the  killing  them  and  preserv- 
ing their  skins.  In  doing  this  the  rookeries  were  under  my  daily  ob- 
servation. Moreover,  from  the  isolated  character  of  the  life  on  St. 
l^iul  Island,  and  tlie  fiict  that  the  whole  business  and  resources  of  the 
islanders  and  the  other  emph)yes  of  the  lessees  were  based  <m  the  seal 
l)roduct,  the  habits  and  peculiarities  of  these  animals  was  the  princi- 
pal and  overshadowing  subject  of  conversation  and  observation  among 
the  inhabitants. 

The  density  of  the  seal  population  on  the  rookeries  is  the  same  each 
season ;  an  increase  of  seal  life  simply  extends  the  space     „   ,    . 
occupied  by  the  rookeries.    By  observing  each  year 
the  extent  of  ground  covered  with  breeding  seals,  and  comparing  it, 
one  year  with  another,  an  observer  can  easily  determine  whether  the 
seals  are  stationary,  increasing,  or  diminishing  in  numbers.     From 
year  to  year,  when  I  was  at  St.  Paul,  the  luimber  of  seals  increased, 
and  the  increase  was  constant.    This  I  know  from  my  own  careful  ob- 
servation of  the  herds  and  rookeries,  and  I  estimate     increase  1874-1877 
the  number  of  seals  at  St.  Paul,  in  1877,  at  5  to  10  per       ^^^^^^^^ 
cent,  at  least,  greater  than  the  first  season  I  was  there  (1874). 

The  number  of  non-breeding  males  of  suitable  age  and  body  for  kill- 
ing was  in  each  year  largely  in  excess  of  the  number  ^^^ 
permitted  to  be  killed  by  the  lease,  and  was  plaiidy  ^"  ^  "  ""  *^^' 
large  enough  to  replenish  in  due  time  the  stock  of  breeding  males  in 
such  numbers  that  the  entire  herd  was  enlarged  from  year  to  year  by 
a  gradual  and  healthy  increase.  These  facts  observed  by  me  were 
also  noted  by  the  natives  and  other  residents,  and, were  the  cause  of 
rejoicing  and  congratulation  among  them. 

After  I  learned  the  business  (me  of  my  duties  was  to  have  charge  of 
one  of  the  gangs  of  natives  engaged  in  driving  the     D^^jn 
seals  from  the  rookeries  to  the  killing  grounds  and        "^^"«- 
there  slaughtering  them.     Such  seals  as  we  did  not  slaughter  for  their 
skins  were  allowed  to  return  at  will  to  the  rookeries  and 
were  in  no  way  injured  by  such  driving  and  return ;  on  jrWhi?,"***"^"'^**^^ 
getting  back  to  the  place  whence  they  started  they 
were,  after  a  short  rest,  as  phi}  ful  and  active  as  ever.    The  seal  usually 
makes  one  rookery  his  home,  and  so  the  same  seal,  when  not  up  to  the 
standard  for  killing,  is  driven  several  times  in  one  season  to  the  killing 
grounds  to  find  his  way  back  to  the  rookery  when  those  suitable  for 
killing  have  been  dispatched.    They  are  as  fresh  for  the  succeeding 
journeys,  which  take  place  at  intervals  of  several  days,      ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^ 
as  for  the  first  one.    The  methods  of  the  lessees  in        a»ag<^n»o»  • 
killing  their  quota  and  in  care  for  the  preservation  of  the  great  body 
of  the  herd  were,  in  my  judgment,  as  judicious  as  could  be  taken. 

Every  member  of  the  entire  sea  herd  of  the  island  (except  the  new- 
born j)ups  in  the  first  thre(^  or  four  weeks  of  their 
life)  had,  when  I  was  there,  and,  I  understand,  still  o"«^yvauo. 
has,  inunediate  money  value;  and  the  entire  herd  is,  each  season,  as 
wholly  and  completely  in  the  actual  power  and  possessive  control  of 
the  em])loy<is  of  th(^  lessees  as  my  father's  cattle  on  his  farm  were  in 
mine  when  I  was  a  boy  ami  he  gave  me  charge  of  them.    The  only 
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thing  to  prevent  tlie  immediate  conversion  of  the  entire  herd  into  mar- 
ketable skins,  and  so  into  cash,  was  the  limit  of  the  catch  imposed  by 
the  terms  of  lease,  unless,  that  limit  beinij:  removed,  the  inhabitants 
were  possessed  of  foresight  and  public  spirit  enough  to  preserve  the 
lierd  for  their  own  future  prolit  or  the  fiiture  public  good. 
The  seal  has  many  traits  of  a  domestic  animal,  and  his  birthjihwie  is 

so  certain  a  home  for  him  that,  in  it«  habitable  season, 
BeSS!"^*"*^  ^^^^^^  ^^  he  does  not  need  to  be  hunted,  but  can  be  found  there 

as  regularly  as  a  farmer's  cattle  at  night.  To  me  it 
seems  a  pity  to  wastefully  destroy  his  useful  race  when  pasturing  in 
the  great  oceanic  international  common. 

8i<yni  M.  Washburn. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  at  Bethel,  Vt.,  this  I3th  day  of  June,  A.  D. 
1892,  before  me, 
[L.  S.J  UuY  Wilson, 

iiOiary  rublio. 
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Deposition  of  George  E.  AdamSy  agent  of  leasees  on  St.  George  Island. 

management  and  pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  county  of  San  Francisco^  ss: 

George  R.  Adams,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  ai>. 
a  citizen  of  tlicrnit<?d  States  and  a  lesidentof  PasoEo- 
bles,  Cal.,  where  I  am  employed  in  general  business.     Experience. 
I  first  went  to  Alaska  in  the  bark  Golden  Gate,  Captain 
Scammon,   June    10,  18C5,    on  the  American  Telegraph    Expedition 
and    explored  the    country    about  Bering    Sea  from   St.   Michaels 
north  returning  in  Se])tember,  18G7.     In  the  spring  of  18C8  I  returned 
to  Alaska  soon  after  its  purchase  by  the  United  States.    I  went  for  the 
late  John  Parrott,  of  San  Francisco,  direct  to  the  islands  of  St.  Paul 
and  St.  George.     We  were  the  first  parties  who  went  to  those  islands 
after  the  purchase,  and  commenced  taking  seals  about 
the  1st  of  July.    We  and  other  parties  took  about  isSJj^n  i^' ^^''^^ 
65,000  that  year  from  St.  George  Island  alone.    We 
killed  no  females  except  by  atccident,  for  the  reason  that  we  thought  at 
that  time  the  skins  of  females  were  worthless. 

No  sealing  was  done  at  the  Pribilof  Islands  during  the  seasons  of 
1869  and  1870  except  for  food  for  the  ftatives,  the  Gov-     ^^   ^^^^^ 
eniment  having  declared  these  islands  a  reservation,  islands fniwjo and isto 
and  the  lessees  did  not  perfect  the  lease  in  time  to  o»c«pt  for  food, 
commence  operations  that  year  (1870). 

From  the  start  I  was  employed  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company 
and  remained  in  their  service  until  1876,  in  charge  of 
the  companies'  business  on  St.  George  Island.   In  1871     Experience. 
we  took  25,000  seals  on  that  island,  and  the  regular  isiaSd  fn  mi."^  "'' 
quota  each  year  thereafter.    During  the  season  of  1876  tahi?n*^*^^"^t*  ^V^' 
1  was  in  charge  of  their  business  at  St.  Paul  Island,  isto^"?!  ^^^  *     ^™ 
We  had  no  difficulty  during  my  seven  years  residence 
at  the  island  in  obtaining  the  full  quota;  nor  could  I  discover  at  any 
time  any  diminution  of  the  number  of  seals  annually  hauling  up  at  the 
island.    When  the  period  arrived  for  their  coming  to  land,  the  shore 
literally  swarmed  with  seal  life.    It  was  the  uniform 
policy  of  the  lessees  to  carefully  preserve  and  protect     PoUoy  of  lessees, 
lor  breeding  purposes  all  female  seals;  and,  as  their 
agent,  I  was  instructed  to  exercise  all  possible  care  and  caution  for 
the  preservation  of  the  female  when  driving  or  killing. 
I  observed  a  perceptible  increase  annually  in  the  num-     increase  of  females, 
ber  of  females  arriving  at  the  island,  due,  in  my  judg- 
ment, to  the  care  exercised  by  those  charged  with  their  custody.    I 
was  also  instructed  to  use  the  greatest  care  and  cau- 
tion in  driving  and  killing  the  bachelor  seals  in  order  tinfng.'"  driving  and 
not  to  injure  those  not  wanted  for  their  skins,  but  to 
drive  them  back  from  the  killing  grounds  into  the  sea. 
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VoiuihUig  in  Bering  Sea  luul  not  begun  in  tbose  years,  and  it  was  a 

rare  thing  to  fiiicl  a  dead  pup  about  the  fthore.s  or  on 
thcllft  da^**'°^    *"  the  rcHikeries.     I  had  frequent  occasion  alter  the  close 

of  the  breeding  season  to  visit  all  j)arts  of  the  ishind, 

and  there  was  no  ap]M'arance  of  gaunt  or  starved  seals.    Occasionally 

a  dead  pup  was  found  that  had  been  crushed  to  death  by  the  bulls  in 

their  encounters  with  each  other. 

I  have  always  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  sealing  industry,  and  felt 

a  great  desire  to  have  them  protected  from  destruction, 

pei^ilT^anS""*^  **^   ^"^^  ^  ^^y^  ^^'i^ljout  hesitation,  that  the  gieat  dwTease 

in  the  number  now  annually  arriving  at  the  seal  islands 
is  due  entirely  to  the  killing  of  female  seals  by  pelagic  hunters. 

It  has  been  my  custom  in  the  last  few  years  to  examine  the  logs  of 

sealing  vessels  and  to  (converse  with  officers  and  hunters 

Want*-  of  life  an  of  8uch  vcsscls  iu  Order  to  obtain  what  information  I 

learn^Mi  from  v.ihHh'  ^.^^^^,^  ,^^  ^^^  ^j^^  uictliods  cuiploycd  by  huutcrs,  and  the 

loss  of  seals  occasioned  in  such  puisuit.  From  the 
logs  I  learned  that  jn  many  instances  one  hundred  louuds  of  ammu- 
nition had  been  fired  to  each  skin  secured,  and  often  more;  and  on  an 
averag<*  1  found  that  not  over  five  seals  to  the  hundred  shots  had  been 
obtained.  The  logs  further  showed  that  a  large  number  had  been 
wounded  and  lost. 

1  also  aB<;ertained  from  the  logs,  and  from  conversation  with  masters 
of  sailing  schooners,  that  not  one  seal  out  often  killed  or  wounded  had 
been  caught.  These  inquiries  I  i)ursued  at  San  Francisco  until  quite 
rec(intly. 

The  chief  killing  by  poachers  was  done  between  the  passes  of  Aleu- 

whrreinoHtofkiii-  ^^^'*  Archipclago  and  the  Pribilof  Islands. 
inK  ily*'  I'mIw  h"r«  in       1  have  uo  cxact  iufomiation  as  to  the  proportion  of 
**  rn.iM.riioii  of  f©    i"^J^  i"Jd  female  seals  killed  by  pelagic  hunters,  but  it 
iiiakH  kiihd.  is  my  firm  convigtion,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  habits 

of  the  males  in  not  leaving  the  islands  during  the 

breeding  season  and  the  well-known  fact  that  mother 

FoiiinhH  fwMiinjf.      j^ej^ig  g,)  great  distances  in  search  of  food  while  nursing 

their  young,  that  the  females  are  slaughtered  in  great  numbers  during 
their  journeys  to  and  from  the  islands  by  x)elagic  hunters. 

Geoicge  K.  Adams. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  6th  day  of  April,  1892. 
[SEAL.J  E.  A.  Stowell, 

Notary  FubHc. 


Deposition  of  Harry  X.  CJarJcy  employe  of  lessees  on  f^t  George  Island. 

management,  habits,  and  pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Galifounia, 

County  of  Tehama^  ss: 

Harry  N.  (31ark,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 
„.,.i,.„et.  ^^  years  old,  a  native  of  V<»rmont,  and  now  a  resident 

AiMiuiiu.  ^^^  Vina,  Tehama  County  Cal.,  and  by  occu])ation  fore- 

man of  vineyard  cidtivation  at  (iovernor  Stanford's  Vina  Kanch. 

From  1884  to  188t),  inclusive,  I  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Alaska  Com- 
mercial (/ompany  of  San  Francisco,  on  St.  (leorgc^  Island,  Alaska,  en- 
gage<l  through  each  sealing  season  as"boss"of  a  gang  of  seal- hunters, 
and  in  the  winter,  excepting  that  of  1880  and  1887,  as  teacher  and 
storekeeper  on  that  island. 
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My  work  as  tlio  leader  of  the  ^^ sealing  gang''  gave  me  as  perfect 
opportunity  as  could  be  bad  for  studying  the  habits  and  peculiarities 
of  the  seal  and  determining  the  best  manner  of  caring  for  them. 

The  condition  of  seal  life  was  the  principal  topic  of  discussion  and 
thought  during  the  summer  months,  and  the  ouly  one  of  particular  in- 
terest. All  J)ecame  familiar  with  it,  and  watched  every  change  in  the 
breeding  grounds  or  number  of  killable  seals  as  carefully  as  a  farmer 
watches  the  increase  or  decrease  of  his  flocks  and  herds. 

The  compact  order  hi  which  the  breeding  seals  arrange  themselves 
upon  the  "rookeries"  npon  their  arrival  in  the  spring,  completely  till- 
ing the  ground  first  taken  before  spreading  over  adjoining  space,  en- 
ables one  to  see  at  a  glance,  as  the  season  advances,  whether,  if  he  re- 
members the  land  marks  to  which  they  filled  out  in  former  years,  they 
have  grown  more  or  less  luimerous. 

I  did  not  notice  any  falling  ott*  in  the  size  of  the  '^^ookeries"  from 
the  land  marks  to  which  they  came  when  I  first  saw 
them  during  the  first  two  years  I  was  on  the  island,     No  decrease  in 
and  all  agreed,  in  discussing  the  matter,  that  the  seals  ring i8«4 and  i885. 
had  never  been  more  numerous  than  they  then  were; 
but  in  the  follownig  years,  and  particularly  in  1888  and  cr^e*®'^"*'"*'^'' 
1889,  no  other  opinion  was  heard  than  that  the  ani- 
mals had  very  greatly  diminished,  and  in  this  opinion  I  fully  coincided. 

Dead  "pup"  seals,  which  seemed  to  have  starved  to  death,  grew 
very  numerous  on  the  "rookeries"  these  latter  years;  j^^^^^ 
and  I  noticed  when  driving  the  "bachelor"  seals  for  ^**  ^"^'*" 
killing,  as  we  startetl  them  up  from  the  beach,  that  many  small  "pups," 
half  starved,  apparently  motherless,  had  wandered  away  from  the 
breeding  grounds  and  became  mixed  with  the  killable  seals.  The  na- 
tives called  my  attention  to  these  waifs,  saying  that  it  did  not  use  to 
be  so,  and  that  the  mothers  were  dead ;  otherwise  they  would  be  ui)on 
the  breeding  grounds. 

While  I  was  upon  the  island  the  seal  herd  was,  I  believe,  most  wisely 
managed,  so  far  as  we  were  able  to  control  them;  but     ^^^^  ^^^^^ 
we  could  not  prevent  the  destruction  which  was  carried        auag^men  . 
on  by  Victoria  and  San  Francisco  seal-hunters  from  vessels  and  boats 
beyond  our  reach. 

I  never  noticed  any  disproportion  of  the  sexes  that  would  lead  me  to 
suspect  that  the  "bull"  seals  were  too  few,  nor  more 
than  an  occasional  barren  "cow."    These  latter  were  so  botvYclMriK'^^^^^ 
few  as  to  excite  no  remark;  but  if  any  such  dispropor- 
tion did,  in  fact,  exist  in  1888  and  1889  it  was  the  fault  of  those  who 
killed  them  at  sea,  because  it  never  occurred  at  all  until  the  marine 
hunters  became  numerous  and  aggressive.    I  numtion  this  matter  here 
because,  since  1  left  the  island,  1  have  heard  it  asserted  that  the  mis- 
management there  caused  the  decrease  of  seal  life.    The  management 
there  was  just  such  as  I  would  follow  if  all  the  seals  belonged  to  me. 

The  driving  of  the  male  seals  to  the  killing  grounds  was  done  very 
carefully.     If  the  weather  was  warm  or  dry  they  wen*         . 
allowed  frequent  opportunity  to  rest.    I  am  sure  the       "^  °^* 
driving  did  not  hurt  them  in  the  least. 

I  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  have  been  familiar  from  boyhood  with 
the  breeding  of  domestic  animals,  and  particularly  with  the  rearing 
and  management  of  young  animals;  hence  a  comparison  of  the  young 
seals  with  the  young  of  our  common  domestic  si)ecies  is  most  natural. 
From  my  experien(;e  witli  both  I  am  able  to  declare  positively  that  it 
is  easier  to  manage  and  handle  youn^  seals  than  calves  or  lambs. 
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Large  mimbers  of  the  former  are  customarily  driven  up  in  the  fall  by 

the  natives,  to  kill  a  certain  number  for  food,  and  all  could  be  "  roundcMl 

up"  as  the  prairie  cattle  are,  if  there  was  any  need  for  doing  so.    All 

T>    .ii*    ru     1  the  herd  so  driven  are  lifted  up  one  by  one  and  exam- 

PosAibilitv  of  brand-    .,  ,  i       t  -i      •       A  •  •^'  i  u 

ing  and  marking.        mcd  as  to  scx,  and  wlule  lu  this  positioii  cacli  could 
be  branded  or  marked  if  necessary. 

If  the  seal  rookeries  were  my  personal  property  I  should  regard  the 
task  of  branding  all  the  young  as  no  more  difficult  or  onerous  than  the 
branding  of  all  my  calves  if  I  were  engaged  in  breeding  cattle  upon 
the  prairies. 

The  same  force  that  has  heretofore  been  engaged  on  the  Pribilof  Is- 
lands in  killing  seals  in  the  summer  could  easily  drive  up  and  brand,  in 
a  few  days  in  the  fall  months,  all  the  "])up"  seals  born  on  the  islands. 

The  young  seals  at  birth  are  very  helpless.    They 
gJiSf!*  >earn>"g  to  ^..^^  ,j^|.  j^^yim  and  seem  to  have  no  desire  to  learn. 

When  they  are  six  or  seven  weeks  old,  if  the  beach  on 
which  they  lie  slopes  down  very  gradually  to  the  water  and  the  waves 
roll  in  on  it,  they  will  voluntarily  commence  to  paddle  about  and  finally 
get  afloat  without  particular  urging  from  the  older  seals,  but  if  the 
rocks  aiH3  abrupt  at  the  water's  edge  the  old  ones  must  push  them  over 
into  the  sea  or  seize  them  by  the  neck,  as  a  mother  cat  handles  her  kit- 
ten, and  drop  them  into  the  water  before  they  will  learn  to  swim.  In 
such  cases  the  ^^  pups  "often  struggle  to  get  back  upon  land. 
During  my  stay  upon  St.  Cxcorge  Island  several  attempts  were  made 

by  poachers  to  get  on  shore  and  steal  the  seal,  but 
lamu!^*  °"  ^^°  *^    t^^^y  succeeded,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  only  on  three 

occasions,  and  in  all  those  three  I  do  not  think  they 
killed  more  than  1,200  or  1,500  seals,  including  pups.    If  any  others 
had  eft'ected  a  landing  we  should  have  known  it,  for  the  rookeries  were 
constantly  watched  and  the  natives  are  very  keen  in  this  matter. 
During  the  summer  months  fogs  envelop  the  seal  islands  or  cover 
ciiniato.  the  sca  a  short  distance  from  them  a  considerable  por- 

tion of  the  lime. 
Sealing  vessels  are  enabled  thereby  to  carry  on  their  work  without 
i>«ii.n.;t5««  «.ui;     dctectiou  at  almost  any  point,  and  could  and  would,  I 

rnflubition    within    ,     ,.  t  -»  i'  .i      .        •     i   .   i        -i        ' 

A  7,<)m?  about  inlands  belicve,  cross  auy  b(mndary  line  that  might  be  drawn 
imffective.  about  thc  tslaiids  and  catch  seals  at  will  inside  of  it. 

I  do  not  think  sealing  can  be  permitted,  with  safety 
tio1i^m^e8Mr}\'^^'*^^*  ^  ^^^  rockciics,  iu  aiiy  part  of  the  sea.    If  the  sealers 

are  given  an  inch  they  will  take  an  ell  and  destroy  them. 

Hakry  N.  Clark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  this  IGth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1892,  before  me. 

[SEAL.]  li.  IIlLDEBRANDT, 

Notary  Vuhlic, 


Deposition  of  Samuel  Falcon  er,  asnistxint  Treasury  agent  in  charge  of  St* 

George  Island. 

lUlIBILOF  ISLANDS. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington^  ss: 

Samuel  Falconer,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes   and  says:    I  am  01 
Experience  ycaxs  of  agc,  and  am  now  a  wool-grower  by  occupation. 

My  residence  is  Falconer,  McLean  County,  State  of 
North  Dakota.     In    1870,  in    the   month  of  October,  having  been 
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appointed  assistant  Treasury  agent  for  the  seal  islancU  in  Bering 
Sea,  I  proceeded  to  said  islands,  and  from  that  time  until  Angust,  1870, 
I  remained  constantly  in  charge  of  St.  George  Island,  excepting  during 
the  winter  of  1874-'75.  For  a  few  days  during  each  one  of  these  years 
I  visited  St.  Paul  Island,  never  remaining  there  for  any  length  of  time, 
however.  Each  season  while  I  was  located  at  the  islands  I  made  a 
careful  examination  of  the  breeding  grounds  on  St.  George  Island,  not- 
ing particularly  the  areas  covered  by  them.  The  result  of  my  obser- 
vations was  that  there  wiis  marked  increase  in  these  t  ,.  • 
areas  from  1871  to  1876,  and  necessarily  a  correspond-  ins"  Jrroumis  fr*oiii 
ing  increase  in  seal  life,  for  no  matter  whether  the  seals  ^sTi-me. 
are  few  or  many  in  number  they  always  crov/d  together  on  the  breed- 
ing grounds  as  closely  as  possible.  In  my  judgment  this  increase  was 
tiilly  25  per  cent.  One  fact  alone  proved  conclusively  that  there  had 
been  a  considerable  increase,  for  in  1871  I  noticed  passages  left  by  the 
old  bulls  through  the  breeding  grounds  for  the  bachelors  to  pass  to 
and  from  the  hauling  grounds  located  back  of  the  breeding  grounds. 
In  subsequent  years  these  passages  were  entirely  blocked  up  by  the 
breeders.  There  was  always  during  these  six  years  an 
excess  of  adult,  vigorous  bulls,  for  breeding  purposes,  ^^^^^^  "  «• 
and  large  numbers  of  these  hauled  up  back  of  and  about  the  breeding 
grounds  awaiting  an  opportunity  to  take  the  place  of  some  wounded 
or  aged  bull  unable  longer  to  maintain  a  harem. 

In  1873  I  assisted  Prof.  Henry  W.  Elliott  in  making  his  measure- 
ments and  estimates  of  the  number  of  seals  on  St. 
George  Island.  We  set  up  stakes  at  some  distance  ctUmlt^""^^^  ^** 
from  the  breeding  rookeries  while  they  were  occupied. 
Then  when  the  seals  were  gone  we  sighted  along  these  stakes  to  de- 
termine the  back  lines  of  the  rookeries  and  measured  the  areas  thus 
determined  with  a  tape  line,  using  our  judgment  by  observing  the 
nature  of  the  ground  to  determine  the  curvature  ef  these  areas.  We 
then  calculated  from  our  observations  thice  seals  to  a  square  yard,  and 
multiplying  the  yards  in  the  areas  measured  by  three  made  our  estimate. 
I  think  the  measurements  were  made  as  accurately  as  could  be  done 
by  the  means  and  instruments  employed;  however,  I  am  convinced 
that  no  estimate  of  any  kind,  no  matter  how  accurately  the  measure- 
ments are  made,  would  give  even  {ipproximately  the  number  of  seals 
on  the  island,  for  the  animals  are  constantly  in  motion,  coming  and 
going,  and  there  seems  to  be  almost  as  many  in  the  water  as  on  land. 
It  is  as  impossible  to  estimate  them  as  it  is  to  estimate  a  swarm  of  bees. 
But  accurate  measurements  wcmld  show  conclusively,  if  made  from 
year  to  year,  whether  or  not  the  seals  were  increasing  or  decreasing. 

I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  having  seen  a  dead  pup  on  the  breeding 
grounds,  but  I  have  seen  a  considerable  number  of  silver 
gray  pups — that  is,  those  that  have  learned  to  swim —  roSferk^s'!*^  ^"^^^  **° 
which  had  been  killed  by  being  dashed  against  the 
rocks  by  the  surf. 

W' hile  I  was  on  the  island  I  became  familiar  with  the  methods  of 
driving  and  handling  the  biu'helor  seals  pursued  by  the 
natives,  who  were  the  only  persons  who  ever  drove,  driving"*^  *°*^  **^*^^' 
handled,  or  killed  thCvSe  seals.     I  am  positive  the  meth- 
ods can  not  be  improved  uiion,  and  that  if  no  other  agency  is  at  work  in 
destroying  seal  life  l()l),()()0  bachelor  seals  can  be  taken 
from  the  Pribilof  Islands  yearly  for  an  indefinite  i)eriod,      *"'^e*'"^^'"  • 
provided  the  rookeries  were  in  the  same  condition  they  were  in  1871. 
Of  this  I  am  convinced  from  the  fiict  that  the  seals  continued  to  increase 
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during  all  tlie  time  I  was  upon  the  islands,  when  100,000  were  killed 
every  year,  except  one,  when  95,000  were  taken.  The  breeding  rook- 
eries were  never  disturbed  in  anyway,  and  most  stringent  regulations 
were  enforced  to  prevent  their  being  molested.  A  female  seal  was  sel- 
dom driven,  not  more  than  two  a  season  on  St.  (ieorge,  and  I  think 
they  were  in  all  cases  barren  cows,  which  had,  because  of  their  barren- 
ness, hauled  up  with  the  bachelors. 

The  greatest  care  was  always  taken  not  to  overheat  the  seals  in  driv- 
ing them,  and  when  a  seal  w^as  by  accident  smothered  the  skin  was  re- 
moved and  counted  in  the  number  allowed  to  be  taken  by  the  lessees. 
There  were  not,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  twenty-live  seals  killed 
during  any  one  season  on  St.  George  by  overdriving. 

Whenever  the  sun  came  out  while  a"drive"wjis  in  progress  the 
driving  at  once  ceased,  so  great  was  the  care  taken  not  to  overheat  the 
seals. 

I  never  saw  or  heard  of  a  case  where  a  male  seal  was  seriously  in- 
jured by  driving  or  redriving.  Certainly  the  reproductive  powers  were 
never  in  the  slightest  degree  impaired  by  these  meaus.  When  we  con- 
sider that  the  bulls,  while  battling  on  the  rookeries  to  maintain  their 
positions,  cut  great  gashes  in  the  flesh  of  their  necks  and  bodies,  are 

covered  with  gaping  wounds,  lose  great  quantities  of 

**"  **^'  blood,  fast  on  the  islands  for  three  or  four  months,  and 

then  leave  the  islands  lean  and  covered  with  scars,  to  return  the  fol- 
lowing season  fat,  healthy,  and  full  of  vigor,  to  go  through  again  the 
same  mutilation,  and  repeating  this  year  after  year,  the  idea  that  diiv- 
ing  or  redriving,  which  can  r.ot  possibly  be  as  severe  as  their  exertions 
during  a  combat,  can  affect  such  unequaled  vigor  and  virility,  is  utterly 
preposterous  and  ridiculous.  To  show  the  wonderful  vitality  of  the 
male  seal,  I  will  give  one  instance  which  came  under  my  own  observa- 
tion: A  drive  of  about  3,000  bachelors  had  been  made,  and  after  going 
a  short  distance  was  left  in  charge  of  a  boy;  by  his  negligence  they 
escaped  from  his  control,  and  the  whole  number  plunged  over  a  cliff, 
falling  CO  feet  upon  broken  stones  and  rocks  along  the  shore.  Out  of 
the  wliole  number  only  seven  were  killed,  the  remainder  taking  to  the 
water;  and  these  seven  met  death,  I  believe,  from  being  the  first  to  go 
over  and  the  others  falling  upon  them  smothered  them. 

As  long  as  a  seal  is  not  overheated  in  driving  he  could  be  driven  any 
number  of  successive  days  without  in  any  way  im])airing  or  affecting 
in  the  slightest  degree  his  procreative  powers,  of  course  always  pro- 
vided the  natives  use  the  same  methods  in  driving  that  they  always 
have  done.  Seal  life  I  am  positive  was  never  affected  in  this  nmnner 
on  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

During  the  time  I  was  on  St.  George  Island  there  never  was  a  raid 
-^     . .        ,    .     on  the  rookeries  to  my  knowledge,  and  I  never  heard 

of  any  such  raid  ever  having  taken  place. 

I  am  of  the^  opinion,  trom  what  I  know  of  the  habits  and  nature 
rrohibitionnecc8«'a  .  ^^  tlic  fur  scal  and  what  I  have  learned  of  open-sea 

sealing,  that  the  Pribilof  seal  herd  should  be  pro- 
tected in  all  waters  which  they  frequent.  Otherwise  it  is  only  a  matter 
of  a  very  short  time  before  they  will  be  exterminated. 

During  the  six  years  I  was  on  the  islands  the  condition  of  the  natives 

was  wonderfully  improved.  When  I  came  there  they 
of tKiti?^^"^^"''"  ^^*i'®  partially  'dressed  in  skins,  living  in  filthy,  un- 
wholesome turf  huts,  which  were  heated  by  fires  with 
blubber  as  fuel;  they  were  ignorant  and  extremely  dirty.  When  I  left 
they  had  exchangeil  their  skin  garments  for  well  made  warm  wooleu 
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I  have  seen  a  motlier  seal  carry  her  pup  out  a  little  way  into  the 
water  and  force  the  little  animal  to  use  Its  flii>pers. 
Finally,  after  repeated  trials,  the  pup  learns  to  swim,    ^^"^*"«  ^  "''*'"• 
and  from  that  time  on  spends  a  good  deal  of  time  in  the  water;  but 
still  the  greater  portion  of  these  first  months  of  its  life  are  spent  on 
Land  sleeping  and. nursing. 

A  good  many  pups  are  killed  at  this  period  of  life  by  being  dashed 
against  the  rocks  by  the  surf,  which  is  particularly  violent  about  these 
islands. 

The  only  means  of  sustenance  for  a  pup  while  it  remains  on  the  island 
is  nursing,  which  it  continues  till  it  takes  its  departure  «  . 
sometime  in  Ifovember,  as  a  rule;  but*  during  one  ex-  "*  nanceo  pups- 
ceptionally  warm  winter  some  seals  remained  about  the  island  during 
the  whole  winter.  During  this  first  summer  of  their  existence,  after 
the  breeding  grounds  have  been  broken  up,  it  is  possible  to  take  i)osses- 
sion  of  every  pup  on  the  islands  and  mark  them  so  they  could  be  recog- 
nized in  the  future.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that,  provided  the  weather 
remained  the  same  the  year  round  as  it  is  in  the  summer,  that  the  seal 
herd  would  stay  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Pribilof  Islands  during  the 
entire  year,  for  the  seal  evidently  considers  these  islands  its  sole  home. 
The  cause  of  leaving  is,  as  I  believe,  the  approach  of 
cold  weather,  with  snow  and  ice,  and  perhaps  a  lack  of  *"*®  °  ™  ^ration, 
food  supply.  On  leaving  the  island  the  pup  goes  southward  with  his 
mother  and  companions  through  the  Aleutian  passes  into  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  While  I  was  acting  as  purser  on  the  steamer  Constantine  I  ob- 
served during  the  months  of  January,  February,  and  March  numerous 
seals  in  the  inland  waters  or  along  the  coast  between  Fort  Townsend 
and  Sitka.  Never  a  day  passed  but  on  looking  over  the  rail  seal  could 
be  seen  sleeping  on  or  disporting  in  the  waters.  One  day  in  the  bay  of 
Sitka  I  saw  several  hundred  seals  asleep  in  the  water,  but  at  the  splash 
of  an  oar  they  immediately  disappear.  These  seals  were  in  all  cases 
much  more  timid  than  about  their  island  home,  where  they  evidently 
realize  they  are  practically  safe. 

During  June  and  the  first  part  of  July  the  females  and  pups  go 
through  the  Passes,  and,  entering  Bering  Sea.  again  seek  the  islands. 
During  their  second  summer  the  young  seals  herd  together,  the  females 
not  going  ui)on  the  breeding  grounds.  Again  in  the  fall  they  leave 
their  home  on  the  approach  of  cold  weather  and  make  the  second  mi- 
gration south.  After  this  migration  the  females,  now  'H  wo -year-olds" 
or  "  virgin  cows,"  goon  the  breeding  rookeries,  and  the  young  males  on 
the  hauling  grounds.  The  temale  this  season  is  probably  fertilized.  As  a 
general  rule  the  impregnation  is  by  the  bull,  to  whose  harem  she  belongs, 
and  not  by  the  young  males,  as  has  sometimes  been  stated.  These  young 
mahis  always  pursue  a  female  when  she  is  allowed  to  leave  the  harem 
and  go  in  the  water,  but  she  refuses  them.  I  am  posi- 
tive from  my  observations  that  copulation  in  the  water  po^ibie"*"^***'^^'"' 
could  not  be  eflfectual,  and  would  be  a  most  .unnatural 
occurrence. 

After  this  season  and  the  migration  following,  the  three-year-old  cow 
lands  again  on  the  breeding  rookery  and  gives  birth  to  . 
one  pup;  two  at  a  birth  is  as  rare  an  occurrence  as  a  n»parou8. 
cow  bringing  forth  two  calves,  and  during  my  entire  experience  I  never 
heard  of  this  happening  but  once.  The  cow  after  bringing  forth  her 
young  remains  on  the  rookery  until  again  fertilized  by  the  bull,  which 
is,  I  believe,  within  two  weeks.  After  the  fertilization  she  is  allowed 
to  go  to  and  trojii  the  water  at  will,  in  search  of  food,  which  she  must 
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obtain  so  she  can  nurse  lier  pup.  She  goes  on  these  feeding  excursions 
someliuies,  I  believe,  40  or  more  miles  from  the  ishuids,  and  as  she  swims 
with  great  rapidity,  covers  the  distance  in  a  short  time.    She  may  go 

much  farther,  for  I  have  known  a  cow  to  be  absent  from 
ivmaics  fecd.ng.      j^^^.  ^^^^  ^^^.  ^^^,^  ^j^^^^^  leaving  it  without  nourishment 

for  this  period.  This  shows  how  tenaiious  of  life  a  young  seal  is,  and 
how  long  it  can  live  without  sustenance  of  any  sort.  The  three-year-old 
male  has  meanwhile  landed  on  the  hauling  grounds  and  is  now  of  the 
most  available  age  to  kill  for  his  pelt. 
When  the  male  reaches  the  age  of  seven  or  eight  years  he  seeks  the 
jj^^j^  rookeries,  and  is  then  able  to  maintain  his  position 

against  his  fellows.    He  has  come  earlier  than  formerly 
to  the  islands,  having  arrived  in  May,  and  after  a  little  investigation 
jj^^^^  has  landed  upon  the  breeding  gnmnds,  giving  battle  to 

^*^™**  all  who  endeavor  to  usurp  his   place.    I  have  seen 

twenty  cows  or  more  about  a  bull,  but  of  course  the  exact  number  in  a 
harem  is  a  matter  of  con  jecture,  as  many  cows  are  absent  in  the  water 
at  all  times  after  the  season  has  fairly  (*ommenced.  I  am  of  the  opini<m 
a  bull  can  easily  and  effectively  serve  fifty  or  more  cows  in  a  season, 
and  I  think  at  first  he  will  fertilize  six  to  eight  a  day.  From  their 
arrival  in  May  for  three  or  four  months  the  bulls  remain  constantly 
upon  the  rookeries,  never  leaving  their  positions  and  never  eating  or 
drinking,  and 'sleeping  very  little.  When  they  arrive  they  are  enor- 
mously fat,  weighing  from  500  to  700  pounds,  but  when  they  depart  in 
August  or  September  they  are  very  lean  and  lank. 
The  principal  food  of  the  fur  seal  is  fish,  which  abound  in  all  parts 
j,^^  of  Bering  Sea,  except  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Pribi- 

lof  Islands  during  the  sea^son  the  seals  are  on  land.  I 
have  seen  a  fish  in  the  mouth  of  a  seal  in  the  water,  and  have  also  seen 
fish  in  their  stomachs  when  cut  open.  It  is  my  belief  they  eat  some 
kelp  also 

The  above  facts  in  relation  to  the  habits  of  the  fur  seals  are  from  my 
own  observations,  wliich  have  in  all  cases  been  corroborated  by  the 
natives  on  the  island  of  St.  George,  with  whom  I  had  many  ccmver- 
sations  in  relation  to  these  matters. 

Samuel  Falconer. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  U.  S.  A.,  this  19th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Sevellon  a.  Brown. 


Deposition  of  Samuel  Falconer^  aasistant  Treasury  agent  in  charge  of  St. 

Oeorge  Islund. 

prfbilof  rookeries. 

District  of  Coluimbia, 

City  of  Washington  ss: 

Sanuiel  Falconer,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  am  Gl  years 

of  age  and  am  now  a  wool  grower  bv  occupation.     My 
Kxpencnc^.  rcsidcnce  is  Falconer,  IVIc^Lean  CounV,  State  of  North 

Dakota.  In  October,  1870,  having  been  appointed  assistant  Treas- 
ury agent  for  the  seal  islands  in  Bering  Sea,  I  proceeded  to  said 
islands  and  from  that  time  until  Aui];ust,  1876,  I  remained  con- 
stantly in  charge  of  St.  George  Island,  excepting  during  the  winter  of 
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J874-'75.  For  a  few  days  duriiip:  etvcb  one  of  tliese  years  I  visited  St. 
Paul  Island,  never  remaining  there  for  any  length  of  time,  however. 
Eaeli  season  while  I  was  located  on  the  islands  I  nnvde  a  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  breeding  grounds  on  St.  George  Island,  noting  particu- 
larly the  areas  covered  by  them ;  and  I  now  rex?ollect  the  condition  of 
said  rookeries  and  the  approximate  area  which  ea<;h  of  them  covered  in 
the  year  1874.  1  have  carefully  examined  the  lines  ^  .^  j^ 
drawn  by  Thomas  F.  Morgan  on  exhibits  signed  by  him  chaVt  s  *^in  aS e  bv 
and  marked  Exhibits  H,  J,  J,  and  K;  that  the  lines  ^uiiTn-fcti^r^""' 
in  red  on  said  exhibits  practically  rei)rescnt  the  areas 
so  covered  in  1874;  but  I  think  that  in  some  instances,  hereafter 
stated,  Mr,  Morgan  has  been  a  little  too  conservative  in  his  estimates. 

On  Starry  Arteal  Rookery  (Exhibit  H)  the  line  should  be  extended 
along  the  shore  to  the  eastern  limit  of  the  pond^  shown  on  said  Exhibit, 
and  should  extend  nearly  as  far  again  up  the  hdlside. 

On  North  Rookery  (Exhibit  J)  the  line  does  not,  in  my  judgment, 
extend  as  far  back  from  the  shore  as  it  should,  as  there  had  been  a  great 
increase  since  1871  on  this  particular  rookery. 

1  would  further  state  that  there  was  a  perceptible  in-     .. 
crease  in  all  these  areas  from  1871  to  1874. 

I  would  also  state  that  the  spaces  indicated  as  areas  h  t*  r j 

over  which  seals  have  at  various  times  hauled,  on  said  suniey  Brown.  °    * 
Exhibits,  by  J.  Stanley  Brown  (as  I  am  informed  and 
believe),  are,  to  tlie  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  correctly  desig- 
nated. 

Samuel  Falconer. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  U.  S.  A.,  this  2()th  day  of  April,  1892. 
[L.  s.]  Sevellon  a.  Brown. 


Deposition  of  Max  Heilhronner^  secretary  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
pany. 

SEALSKIN    RECORD    OF    ST.    GEORGE     ISLAND,    ALASKA,    1871    TO  1889, 

INCLUSIVE. 


Showing  the  dates,  the  rookeries  from  which  the  seals  were  drireUy  and  the  number  killed 

from  each  drove. 


June    4. 

6. 

8. 

9. 
13. 
15. 
17. 
20. 
22. 
24. 
26. 
27. 
2S. 

1. 

3. 

5. 


July 


Near  roolNcry . 

Northeast 

Near 

►South  west 

Starrie  Arteel 

Southwest 

Northern 

Southwest 

Northeawt 

Starrie  Arteel 

Southwest 

Northeast 

Starrie  Art<?el 

Northern 

Southwest  ... 
Starrie  Arteel 


18T1. 


8.  Southwest 


123 
98 
69 
277 
322 
301 
434 
172 
518 
591 
298 
4t)2 
571 
875 
303 
518 
612 


July  10.  Northern 1,  769 

12.  Northern 1, 021 

14.  Southwest 491 

15.  Northern 1,  038 

18.  Northern 1,264 

20.  Southwest 484 

21.  Northern 945 

23.  Southwest 542 

25.  Northern 792 

27.  Northern 1,054 

28.  Southwest 730 

30.  Starrie  Arteel 1,  270 

31.  Northern 893 

After  August  1 237 

19, 077 
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ISTS. 


June 


Jill 


.y 


4.  Southwest 140 

5.  Near uG 

8.  Northeast 49 

10.  Sonthwrst 162 

11.  Starry  Artoel  and  near..  256 

12.  Northeast 61 

14.  Southwest 98 

15.  Starry  Arteel  and  near..  328 

17.  Northeast 405 

19.  Northern  and  southwest.  773 

21.  Northeast 860 

22.  Starry  Arteel  and  near..  1, 056 

24.  Southwest  and  northeast  890 

25.  Starry  Arteel  and  near . .  J^37 

27.  Northeast 805 

28.  Starry  Arteel  and  near. .  VSO 

29.  Southwest 643 

1.  Northeast 981 

2.  Starry  Arteel  and  near. .  885 

3.  Southwest 245 

4.  Northeast 641 

5.  Starry  Ai*tcel  and  near..  574 


July    6.  Southwest 574 

7.  N<»rtheast 718 

9.  Starry  Arteel  and  near..  667 

10.  Northeast 610 

11.  Southwest 1,412 

12.  Near 482 

14.  Northeast 1,332 

15.  Starry  Arteel  and  near..  1, 183 

17.  Northeast 770 

18.  Starry  Arteel  and  near..  575 
20.  Northeast 400 

20.  Southwest 1, 171 

21.  Starry  Arteel  and  near..  920 

23.  Northeast 703 

25.  Northeast 400 

25.  Starry  Arteel  and  near..  552 

27.  Southwest 227 

27.  Starry  Arteel  and  near..  285 

27.  Northeast 350 


25,000 


1873. 


Jme   4.  Near 198 

5.  Starrie  Arteel 240 

6.  Southwest 285 

9.  Starrie  Arteel  and  east . .  190 

10.  Southwest 275 

12.  Northern 300 

13.  South  A  est 521 

16.  Northern 378 

17.  Southwest 174 

19.  Northeast 313 

21.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  596 

21.  Southwest 870 

23.  Northeast 180 

24.  Southwest 499 

25.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  195 

26.  Northeast 241 

27.  Southwest 301 

29.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  493 

30.  Southwest 310 

30.  Northeast 168 

July    2.  Starrie  Arteel 332 

3.  Southwest 564 

4.  Northeast 592 


July    5.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  517 

8.  Southwest 713 

8.  Northeast 616 

9.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  6JU) 
11.  Northeast 974 

11.  Southwest 602 

12.  Starrie  Arteel 474 

13.  Northeast 345 

13.  Southwest '^37 

16.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  480 

17.  Northeast 1,()J»7 

18.  Southwest 913 

20.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  I,:i59 

21.  Northeast 1,810 

23.  Starrie  Arteel 889 

23.  Southwest 513 

24.  Northeast 1,710 

26.  Southwest 600 

26.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  588 

28.  Northeast  and  near 1, 528 


25,000 


1874. 


Killed  for  food 128 

June    1.  Northern 56 

8.  Northern 81 

11.  ICast 116 

12.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north.  154 

14.  Southwest 250 

10.  East 170 

•      IS.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north.  354 

22.  Northeast 178 

23.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  378 

27.  Southwest 575 

29.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  686 

July    1.  Northeast 800 


July    3.  Northern 792 

8.  Northeast 641 

9.  Northern 548 

14.  Near  and  northeast 26:^ 

15.  Near  and  northeast 534 

16.  Starrie  Arteel 5(  8 

18.  Southwest 411 

19.  Northeast 871 

22.  Northern 718 

24.  Northern 668 


10,000 
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isrfs. 


Killed  for  food 252 

June  1.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  50 

9.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  256 

11.  Northeast 177 

14.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  307 

16.  Northeast 358 

18.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  334 

19.  Sonthwest 1,294 

23.  Northeast 666 

24.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  540 


June28.  Northeast 692 

30.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  1, 412 

July    5.  Northeast 717 

7.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  1,019 

12.  Northeast 1,073 

14.  Northern 676 

17.  Northern 177 


10,000 


1876. 


Killed  for    food  during 

fall  and  winter 

Jun«    1.  Northern > . 

8.  Starrie  Arteel 

12.  Northeast 

12.  Southwest 

15.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 
22.  Northeast 

Killed  for  food  in  fall  and- 

winter 

Jnnc   1.  Northeast 

1 1 .  Starrie  Arteel 

13.  Northeast 

14.  Soutliwest 

18.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
cm  

20.  Northeast 

22.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 


307 
108 
372 
388 
599 
784 
581 


June  24.  StaiTie  Arteel  and  near.  2, 067 

27.  Northeast 1,168 

28.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  1,023 
July     3.  Northeast 1,259 

6.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  1, 027 

7.  Northeast 317 


isrr. 


256 
11)8 
702 
578 
1,389 

1,154 
838 
871 


June  23,  Northeast 

26.  Starrie  Arteel 

29.  Northeast 

July    3.  Stairie  Arteel  an<l  near, 

6.  Northeast 

9.  Northern 

10.  Northeast 


10,000 


552 
1,860 
1,589 
1,669 
2,164 
300 
880 

15,000 


1878. 


Killed  for  food  in  fall  and 

winter  

June  10.  Northeast 385 

14.  Southwest l,07i 

17.  Starrie  Arteel  au<l  north- 
ern   

19.  Southwest 

22.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 
25.  Northeast 

27.  Southwest 

28.  Southwest 

July    1.  Northeast 


405 


858 
717 
570 
324 
851 
517 
644 


July    2..  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 
4.  Southwest 

8.  Northeast 

9.  Starrie  Arteel 

12.  Southwest 

13.  Southwest 

15.  Northeast 

17.  :^^orthern 

19.  Starrie  Arteel 

21.  Northeast 


930 

1,433 

793 

1,333 

328 

1,025 

l,b^92 

1,290 

1,577 

1,114 

18,000 


1879. 


Killed  for  food  in  fall  and 

winter 

June    3.  Near 

10.  Northeast 

11.  Southwest 

12.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 

13.  Southwest 

16.  Northeast 

17.  Southwest 

19.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 

ern   

20.  Southwest 

20.  Northeast 

23.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 

23.  Southwest 

25.  Northeast 


June  25.  Southwest 522 

Southwest 286 

Starrie  Arteel 1, 176 

Northeast 1, 584 

Starrie  Arteel 1,412 

Southwest 849 

Southwest 351 

Northeast 5:15 

Northern 1,738 

Starrie  Arteel 1,  261 

Northeast 1,  ()36 

Northern 863 

800 


811 

27. 

69 

27. 

415 

30. 

105 

July    3. 

413 

3. 

372 

4. 

445 

5. 

498 

7. 

9. 

755 

14. 

4:i() 

15. 

473 

16. 

574 

882 

16.  Southwest 


20,000 
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Killed  for  food  in  fnll  aiul 

winter 

Jnne    3.  North 

8.  Northeast 

11.  Starric  Arteel 

14.  Northeast 

15.  Southwest 

17.  Starrie  Artcol  

17.  Zapadnie 

li).  Zapadnie 

19.  Northeast 

21.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 

21 .  Southwest 

23.  Northeast 

Killed  for  food  in  fall  and 

winter 

June    9.  Northern 

13.  Northern 

15.  Southwest 

Ifi.  Starrie  Arteel 

20.  Starrie  Arteel 

21.  Northeast 

2 1 .  Southwest 

23.  Southwest 

23.  Starrie  Arteel 

24.  Northeast 

27.  Starrie  Arteel 

28.  Northeast 

28.  Southwest 

30.  Southwest 

Killed  for  foo'd  in  fall  and  winter. 
June    6.  Northern 

12.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 

east  

16.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 

east  

19.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   

22.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north - 

cast 

24.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 

east  

26.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east  

29.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 

east  

July     1.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east  

Killed  for  food  in  fall  and  winter. 
June  12.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
eastern   

15.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north  - 

eastern  

19.  Starrie  Arteel  and  uorth- 

eastorn  

22.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
eastern   

25.  StaiTie  Arteel  and  north- 

easteiii 


1,169 
81 
333 
562 
351 
7U 
557 
254 
223 
596 

1,182 
618 
811 


June  25.  Southwest 833 

25.  Starrie  Arteel 1, 320 

28.  Northeast 1,764 

28.  Scnithwest 843 

30.  Starrie  Arteel 808 

July     1 .  Northeast 392 

2.  Southwest 961 

2.  Northern 954 

5.  Starrie  Arteel '.  515 

6.  Northeast 1,481 

7.  Southwest 1,810 

9.  Northeast 948 


20,000 


1B81. 


640 

611 

916 

494 

615 

445 
n'7K 


447 
227 
288 
553 
814 
744 
373 
324 


Juno  30.  Starrie  Arteel 

July     1.  Northeast 

4.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north 


6. 
7. 
8. 

n. 

12. 
12. 
14. 
13. 
15. 


em , 

Southwest 

Northeast 

Starrie  Artoel , 

Northeast 

Starrie  Arteel 

Southwest 

Southwest 

Northeast 

Northern 


707 

1,371 

1,179 

476 

1,350 

.  362 

1,300 

498 

769 

590 

1,705 

1,627 

20,000 


1882. 

July    3. 
4. 


534 
26 


508 

887 

926 

847 
1,192 
1,040 
1,273 
1.063 

188.3. 

403      June  28. 

139  30. 

283  '  July     2. 


7. 

10. 
11. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
18. 
19. 
20. 


Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east  

Starrie  Art^jel  and  north- 
east   

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   

Northeastern 

Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 

Northeastern 

Starrie  Arteel 

Northeastern 

Starrie  Arteel  and  near . 

Northeastern 

Northern 

Northeastern 


910 

1,382 

1,946 

1,368 

1,104 

1,074 

524 

643 

1,015 

1,083 

510 

145 

20,000 


61 
379 
684 


4. 
7. 


9. 


Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
eastcTU 

Starrie  Arteel  and  n<u*th- 
eastern  

Starrie  .Arteel  and  north- 
eastern   

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
eastern   

Stari'ie  Arteel  and  north- 
eastern   

Southwest 


442 
608 
340 

287 

645 
1,333 
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1  BBS— Continued . 


July  10    f^oiitliwest 

10.  Nttrthoast 

11.  Starrie  Art-eel 

12.  Northeast 

13.  Starrie  Arteel 

16.  Northeast 

It).  Southwest 

17.  Starrie  Arteel 

18.  Northeast 

18.  Southwest  ... 
20.  Northeast 


5l>7 
306 
260 
546 
321 
775 

1,015 
130 
467 

1.216 
280 


Jul V  20.  Southwest 1,  l."iO 

23.  Starrie  Art^el 7^ 

25.  Northeast tt 

27.  Northern 606 

30.  Starrie  Arteel and  north- 
east   501 

6    Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   379 

13.  Northeast iU 


Aug. 


15,000 


1SB4.. 


Killod  for  food  in  fall  and  winter. 

June    3.  Northeast 

10.  Souttiwest 

12.  Starrie  Arteel 

16.  Southwest 

18.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east  

21.  Southwest 

23.  Starrie  Arteol 

26.  Southwest 

28.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   

July     1 .  Southwest 

3.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east  


380 
111 
1,222 
(WO 
581 

552 

582 
598 
556 

486 
298 

71 


July    7. 
9. 


12. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
23. 
23. 
25. 
26. 
30. 
4. 


Aug. 


Southwest 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east  

Southwest 

Northeast 

Northern 

Southwest 

Northeast 

Starrie  Arteel 

Southwest 

Starrie  Arteel 

Northeast 

Southwest 

Starrie  Arteel 

Northeast 


87 

1,260 
971 
21W 

4(K» 

7l'6 
SHK) 
5(H> 
71»5 
744 
51»5 
572 
640 
224 

15.000 


1835. 


Killed  for  food  in  fall  and  winter.  196 

June    1.  Northeast 118 

10.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   780 

15.  Southwest 775 

17.  Starrie  Arteel 802 

18.  Northeast 825 

22.  Southwest 414 

27.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   1,775 

29.  Southwest 401 


July    1.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   

6.  Southwest 

10.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   

13.  Southwest 

16.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   

20.  Southwest 


2,287 
789 

2, 156 
1,011 

2,  218 
48:) 

15,000 


1886. 


Killed  for  food  in  fall  and  winter.  370 
June   9.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   1,428 

14.  Southwest 831 

IG.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   1,436 

21.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   742 

21.  Southwest 843 

23.  Northeast 343 

24.  Southwest 306 

28.  Southwest 288 

29.  Starrie  Artec^l 632 

July     1.  Northeast 481 


July    5.  Southwest 

5.  Starrie  Arteel 

6.  Northeast 

9    Starrie  Arteel 

12.  Southwest 

13.  Northeast 

15.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east  

19.  Southwest 

20.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 

east  

23.  Northeast 


620 
499 
648 
865 
745 
888 

707 
663 

1,371 
294 

15,000 
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Killed  for  food  in  fall  and  winter. 

J  line   8.  Northeast 

13.  Northeast 

15.  Southwest 

20.  Southwest 

20.  Starrie  Arteel 

24.  Northeast 

27.  Southwest 

27.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east  

29.  Northeast 

1.  Starrie  Arteel 

4.  Southwest 


July 


Killed  for  food  in  fall  and  winter. 
J  line  6.  Northeast  

11.  Southwest 

11.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

15.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
em  

18.  Southwest 

18.  Starrie  Arteel 

22.  Starrie  Arteel 

25.  Southwest 

26.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 

ern   

27.  .Northeast 

29.  Starrie  Arteel 

July  2.  Southwest 

3.  Northeast 

4.  Starrie  Arteel 

6.  Northeast 

9.  Southwest 


Killed  for  food  in  fall  and  winter. 
June   4.  Northeast 

10.  Southwest 

17.  Southwest 

18.  Starrie  Arteel 

21 .  Northeast 

22.  Starrie  Arteel  and  nort  h- 

ern 

20.  Southwest 

25.  Northeast 

27.  Southwest 

29.  Starrie  Arteel 

30.  Southwest 

July   2.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

4.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
em  

7.  Southwest 

9.  Starrie  Arteel 

11.  Southwest 

13.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   


282 
383 
465 
427 
261 
974 
533 
599 

816 
409 
100 
883 


July    6.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

7.   Northeast 

10.  Southwest 

1 1 .  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 

em  

13.  Northeast 

18.  Southwest 

18.  Stiirrie  Arteel 

20.  Northeast 

22.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   


18SS. 

418  ;  Jnlv  10. 

121 

272 

455 

227 
427 
324 
764 
908 

894 
438 
341 
341 
530 
503 
648 
389 

1880. 


11. 
13. 

16. 
17. 

19. 
20. 

23. 
24. 

25. 
26. 

27. 
27. 


Starrie  Arteel 

Northeast 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

Southwest 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

Southwest 

StarrieArtci'l  and  north- 
ern   

Southwest 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

Southwest 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

South  west 

Starrie  Arteel 


1,293 
156 
275 
244 
773 
176 

284 
596 
496 
223 
429 
167 

275 

418 
229 
269 
192 

667 


July  15. 
16. 

18. 
19. 

22. 

*«««  • 

24. 
25. 

27. 

27. 
29. 


Southwest 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern  

Southwest  

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

Southwest 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

Southwest 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
cm  

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

Southwest 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   


1,321 
421 
7C1 

1,296 
1,509 
1,077 
894 
1,130 

489 

15,000 


1,169 
810 

508 
694 

1,090 
366 

550 
179 

405 
159 

520 
142 
407 

15,000 


371 

1,028 
439 

1,140 
500 

628 
279 

1,450 

942 
568 

613 

15,000 


Recapitulation  of  seals  killed  for  their  skins  on  the  St,  George  Tslandy  Alaska,  from  lS7t 

to  1880,  inclusive. 


1871 19,077 

1872 25,000 

1873 25,000 

1874 10,000 

1875 10,000 


1876 10,000 

1877 15.000 

1878 18,000 

1879 20,000 

1880 20,000 


1881 20,000 

1882 20,000 

1883 15,000 

1884 15,000 

1885 15,000 


1886 15,000 

1887 15,000 

1888 15,000 

1889 15,000 
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I,  Max  HcJlbroimer,  secretary  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 
of  San  Francisco,  do  solemnly  swear  that  the  foregoing  ^<  sealskin 
record  of  St.  George  Island,  Alaska,  1871  to  1889,  inclusive,^  is  formu- 
lated and  compiled  from  the  books  of  said  company  kept  on  said  is- 
land, now  in  my  custo<ly,  and  is  correct  and  true  according  to  my  best 
knowledge  and  belief. 

Max  Heilbronner, 
Secretary  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Fublic, 


Deposition  of  Louis  Kimmel,  assistant  Treasury  agent  on  St.   George 

Island. 

HABITS. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington^  ss: 

Louis  Kinimel, being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  resident 
of  La  Fayette,  Indiana,  and  am  63  years  of  age.    3)ur-     ^^  eri*mce 
ing  the  years  1882  and  1883  was  the  assistant  Treas-       xperi»nce. 
ury  Agent  located  on  St.  George  Island  of  the  Pribilof  Group.    I  ar- 
rived on  the  island  May  31,  1882,  and  remained  there  continuously 
until  the  latter  part  of  July,  1883. 

While  on  the  island  I  studied  the  habits  of  the  fnr  seals  in  order 
that  I  might  be  able  to  perform  my  official  duty.    The     Arrival  of  buiu. 
bulls  (males  6  years  old  and  upwards)  began  to  come  ^o^*'  bachelors. 
to  the  island  the  first  part  of  May.    The  cows  did  not  come  till  the  latter 
part  of  the  month  and  the  first  part  of  June.    The  bachelors,  or  young 
males,  began  to  arrive  about  the  same  time  as  the  cows.    The  bachelors 
try  to  land  on  the  breeding  rookeries  occupied  by  the  bulls,  but  are 
driven  ott'  by  the  older  males  and  are  compelled  to  herd  together  by 
themselves  separately  from  the  bulls  and  cows.    A  male  seal  is  over  5 
years  of  age  before  he  is  able  to  maintain  himself  on  the  breeding 
rookeries  against  the  attacks  of  his  fellows.    The  breed-     m  t   n-  r 
ing  rookeries  are  never  disturbed  in  any  way  by  the  em-        *  "^  ^  **  "'*  ^** 
ploy^s  on  the  island  and  the  most  stringent  rules  are  enforced  against 
the  use  of  firearms,  allowing  dogs  upon  the  isLands, 
or  distvirbing  the  seals  in  any  manner.    The  bachelors        anag""t"t. 
are  the  seals  which  are  killed  by  the  lessees  of  the  islands,  the  killable 
age  being  from  two  to  five  years ;  all  seals  which  are  not     ^.^^^ 
males  or  which  are  not  of  the  correct  age  are  separated        ^  "** 
from  those  to  be  killed  and  allowed  to  return  to  the  water.     Under  no 
circumstances  is  it  allowable  to  kill  a  female  of  any  age.    The  killable 
seals,  after  being  separated  from  the  remainder  of  the  herd,  are  driven 
by  the  natives  to  the  killing  grounds.    After  every     privin 
"drive"  that  took  place  while  1  was  cm  the  island  I       ''^  "s- 
went  back  over  the  ground  along  which  the  seals  had  been  driven  to 
see  if  any  seals  had  been  killed  by  overdriving.    The     Qv(,r^rivin 
entire  number  of  seals  killed  in  all  these  "drives"  did       ^^    *^^  "^* 
not  exceed  one  hundred,  and  the  majority  of  them  were  killed  by  the 
large  seals  crushing  the  smaller  ones  to  death.     In  every  case  of  a  seal 
being  killed  on  the  "drive,"  I,  as  Government  agent,  imposed  a  fine  in 
order  that  they  might  be  more  careful  in  the  future. 
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A  COW  never  suckles  any  but  her  own  pup.  When  a  strange  pup  ap- 
proaches a  cow  she  will  drive  it  away  from  her;  and 

hefown  pSp^^"^*""^^  o?t  of  tliousauds  of  pups  liuddlcd  together  she  will 

single  her  own.    It  is  my  opinion  that  if  a  mother  is 

killed  her  offspring  dies  of  starvation.  In  performiug  my  official  duty 
Dead  popa  ^  ficquently  visited  the  breeding  rookeries,  and  during 

my  entire  stay  on  the  island  1  never  saw  more  than  400 

dead  pups  on  all  the  rookeries.    A  new-born  pup  seal  is  unable  to  swim 

and  is  afraid  of  the  water.    I  have  seen  a  cow  seal  push 

B^mT  loarniDg  to  j^^j.  p^p  ^-j.^^^  ,^  ^ovYi  iuto  the  Water  whcro  it  ffoundered 

abmit  in  a  helpless  manner  until  the  mother  would  go 

in,  take  it  in  her  mouth  as  a  cat  cai  ries  kittens,  and  bring  it  again  ashore, 

only  to  again  push  it  off'  the  rock  into  the  water.    My  observation  has 

,,    .,.  ,,  been  that  apup  is  generally  about  two  months  old  before 

Pelacic  birth  ill!  DOS-     •.  •  u,  •  ••         xi^.  i_*xi 

Bible.  it  can  swim.    It  is  my  oi)inion  that  a  pup  born  m  the 

water  would  drown  in  a  very  few  minutes. 
A  bull  never  lejives  the  breeding  rookery  during  the  entire  breeding 
season,  which  is  a  period  of  fi-om  two  to  three  months.     Soon  after  a  cow 
Female*  feeding       brings  forth  her  young  she  goes  into  the  water  to  get 

food.  I  know  from  actual  observation  tliat  they  go  at 
least  20  miles  from  the  islands,  but  how  much  farther  1  am  unable  to 
state. 

Louis  Kimmel. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  25th  day  jof  March,  1892. 
[l.  s.]  Sevkllon  a.  Brow^n, 

Notary  Fublic  in  and  for  the  District  of  Columbia^  U,  S,  A. 


Deposition  of  Thomas  F.  Ryan,  a^tsistant  Treasury  agent  on  St.  George 

Island. 

habits,  management,  pelagic  sealing. 

District  of  Columuia, 

City  of  Washington,  ss: 

Thomas  F.  Ryan,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  lam  a  resident 
Ex  erience  ^^  IndiaiiapoHs,  Indiana,  and  aui  51  years  old.    During 

xpenence.  ^^^  years  1885  and   1880  1  was  Assistant  Treasury 

Agent,  residing  on  St.  George  Island,  one  of  the  Tribilof  Islands. 
I  arrived  there  about  the  1st  of  May,  1885,  and  remained  there  un- 
til August  9,  1886.     In  order  to  perforin  my  duty  as  agent  I  made  a 

careful  study  of  seal  hfe  on  the  ishind,  and  examined 

Arrival  of  Heals.  ^^  ^.^^   ^^   j  ^^,^^   ^^j^    .^^^^    ^j^^^    j^^^^j^^   ^^   ^^^^^    j.^^^.   ^^,.^j^ 

The  bulls  generally  begin  to  arrive  on  the  island  diuing  the  first 
part  of  the  month  of  May.  The  cows  begin  to  appear  about  June 
1,  and  the  young  males,  cr  bachelor  seals,  about  the  same  time. 
The    seals  which    are  *' driven"  and    killed  are   bacheh)rs    between 

the  age  of  2  years  and  5  years.    Ko  females  are  al- 
No  females  killed  on  lowcd  to  bc  drivcu  or  killed.    The  breeding  lookcries 
^*'^""'^'*-  are  never  disturbed  in  anyway.    The  rule  that 'the 

Firearms  forbidden,  usc  of  tireamis  is  forbiddcii  bctwecu  May  1  and  De- 
cember 1,  except  as  permitted  by  the  (Government  ofli- 
cer,"  was  enforced  while  I  was  on  the  island.    No  dogs  are  ever  allowed 

upon  the  islands.    The  cow  gives  birth  to  her  pup  soon 
uirthofpups.         after  arriving  on  the  breeding  rookeries,  and  I  think  a 
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COW  never  gives  suck  to  any  pup  save  her  own ;  I  judge  their"wD*  """*  ^^^ 
this  from  my  own  observation.    A  pup  does  not  swim      ®""**^°  p"***- 
when  first  born,  and  is  generally  two  months  old  before     ^"^^  swimming. 
it  goes  into  the  water.    I  have  seen  the  stomachs  of  several  seals  after 
they  were  killed  and  they  contained  only  pieces  of  fish,  which  seemed 
to  be  their  sole  food.    I  do  not  kuow  whether  they  eat  kelp  or  not. 

The  bulls  do  not  eat  at  all  while  on  the  breeding  rookeries.    The 
cows,  however,  eat  and  sometimes  go  60  miles  to  get 
food,  and  perhaps  farther.    Old  experienced  poachers  niSSr*feIdtn"^    ^^' 
informed  me  that  they  remained  that  distance  from  the        *  *^    » 's- 
islands  to  cai>ture  the  seals  when  they  came  to  feed.    1  estimate  that 
the  seals  killed  by  pelagic  hunters  are  at  least  90  i)er 
cent  females;  this  estimate  is  base^l  on  the  great  num-   ^^l^^}^  R^^  ®®"* 
ber  of  motherless  pups  I  have  observed  on  the  rook-    *  **"  **""  ^^* 
eries,  and  also  on  statements  made  to  me  by  many  engaged  in  pelagic 
sealing  whom  I  met  and  conversed  with  at  Unalaska. 
There  was  but  one  successful  raid  on  the  rookeries  while     ^'^*  ""^  "^*"'^'- 
I  was  upon  the  island,  and  but  125  seals  were  killed.     I  do  not  consider 
that  raids  on  the  rookeries  have  anything  to  do  with 
the  decrease  of  the  number  of  seals.    I  am  further     Driving  not  injuri- 
satisfied  after  my  two  years'  experience  that  the  driv- 
ing of  male  seals  to  the  killing  grounds  by  the  natives  could  be  of  no 
possible  injury  to  seal  life  on  the  islands.    I  think  the 
seals  ought  to  be  protected  both  in  Bering  Sea  and  the  gj*^®*^"^*'*""    "*^^®^- 
North  Pacific  Ocean,  and  pelagic  sealing  entirely  pro-  ^^^^' 
bibited  in  those  waters,  or  else  a  close  season  estab- 
lished, beginning  March  1  and  ending  either  Septem-   seL'^'n!^^"''"'**'^''^"*® 
ber  1  or  October  1.    In  case  the  seals  are  not  protected 
in  this  manner,  I  believe  that  they  will  be  exterminated  within  five 
years. 

T.  F.  Eyan. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2Gth  day  of  March,  1892. 
[l.  s.]  Sevellon  a.  Brown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  District  of  Columbia^  U.  IS,  A, 


Deposition  of  W.  B,  Taylor^  assistant  Treasury  agent  on  St.  George  Island. 

management;  habits;  pelagic  sealing. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington,  ss : 

W.  B.  Taylor,  of  Omaha,  Nebr.,  bci  ng  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  am 
41  years  of  age,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Globe  Loan  and  Trust  Com- 
pany, of  Omaha,  Nebraska,  and  am  not  and  never  have  been  in  anyway 
connected  with  any  company  engaged  in  the  seal-skin  industry.  In  the 
year  1881 1  was  Assistant  Treasury  Agent  for  the  seal  islands.  I  arrived 
on  the  islands  in  the  latter  part  of  May  of  that  year,  and  after  a  week's 
stay  on  St.  Paul  Island  was  detailed  to  St.  George,  remaining  there  until 
the  latter  part  of  August.  Since  then  I  have  not  been  on  the  islands. 
While  on  St.  George  I  was  on  tlie  killing  grounds  every 
day  during  the  season,  and  visited  tlie  rookeries  almost 
daily,  both  in  connection  with  my  ottiidal  duties  and  for  the  purpose 
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of  studying  seal  life.  From  carefully  observing  tLe  grounds  formerly 
occupied  by  breeding  seals,  as  pointed  out  to  me  by  the  natives,  and 
from  statements  made  me  by  those  on  the  island,  1  believe  there  were 

more  seals  on  tlie  islands  in  1881  than  in  any  year 
^^ai8  nnmeroos  in  previous  to  that  time.    I  believe  that  the  increase  and 

decrease  of  seal  life  can  be  certainly  told  from  accurate 
measurements  of  the  breeding  grounds,  because  the  seals  herd  to- 
gether as  closely  as  possible,  whether  there  are  few  or  many  of  them. 
But  the  number  of  seals  can  not  be  estimated  with  even  approximate 
accuracy,  because  of  the  roughness  and  unevenness  of  the  ground,  and 
Females  fecdin        bccausc  during  the  height  of  the  season  a  majority  of 
emaes  ec  mg.      ^^^  femalcs  (callcd  cows)  are  out  at  sea  feeding,  being 
often  obliged  to  go  30  or  more  miles  fj  om  the  islands  for  this  purpose, 
and  not  returning  till  late  at  night.    I  think  the  number  of  seals  here- 
tolbre  estimated  has  been  largely  exaggerated,  and  no  dependence  can 
be  placed  on  any  estimate  as  to  their  numbers. 
During  the  year  I  was  on  the  Island  of  St.  George  I  did  not  see  to 

exceed  twenty-live  dead  pups  on  the  rookeries,  and  the 
iJr'  ^""""^  P"^' '"  bodies  of  these  were  not  emaciated,  but  had  evidently 

been  killed  by  the  old  bulls  climbing  over  them  in  their 
combats.    From  my  observations  1    am  convinced  a  pup  must  be  G 

or  8  weeks  old  before  it  can  swim,  and  that  a  fo- 
8>JiiT   ^"^""^"^^  ^"  male  generally  teaches  her  own  pup  the  use  of  his  Hip- 

l)ers.  Birth  in  the  water  would  mean  immediate  death 
to  the  pup,  both  because  of  the  t^ict  last  stated  and  from  the  further 
tact  that  for  a  day  or  two  after  birth  a  pup  is  entirely  helpless.    In  my 

judgment,  then,  a  seal  pup  for  the  first  few  weeks  of  its 
^aU  land  quadra-  Y\f^  [^  ^  j,^,j^]  quadruped  and  in  no  sense  an  amphibian. 

I  believe  that  a  seal  is  naturally  a  land  animal,  as  all 
copulation,  birth,  and  nursing  takes  place  on  shore,  and  the  only  reason 

1  think  the  seals  seek  the  water  is  because  they  are 
^j^ek  water  oDiy  for  compelled  SO  to  do  iu  ordcr  ti)  obtain  food.    This  is 

verified  from  the  fact  that  the  seals  remain  on  land  as 
long  as  possible,  until  the  need  of  food  and  severity  of  the  weather 
compel  them  to  take  to  the  sea.    A  female  when  she  returns  from  the 

feeding  grounds  will  always  select  her  own  pup  from 
thdrowrpir/r  "^"^'^    *i^l  those  on  the  rookeries,  and  will  give  suck  to  no  other. 

It  is  therefore  myo|)inion  (hat  it"  a  mother  seal  is  killed 
the  pup  will  certainly  die  of  starvation. 
I  made  a  very  particular  examination  and  study  of  the  methods  em- 

ph)yed  by  the  natives  in  driving  ai.d  killing  the  young 
"^"'^  males,  or  bachelors,  and  in  my  opinion  these  methods 

are  the  very  best  that  could  bo  adopted,  and  1  can  conceive  of  no  other 
way  which  could  be  enii)l<)yed  and  preserve  seal  life  so  effectually.  In 
starting  a  drive  the  bachelors  are  driven  from  the  hauling  grounds, 
which  are  separated  from  the  breeding  grounds.  ( Jreat  care  was  always 
„     ,.        ,   ,  ,    taken  not  to  disturb  the  breeders;  no  one  was  ever  al- 

nrocdinp: protected.    ,  ,   ,  i.i      i  t  i      i       •         ai  a.*.*     ^ 

lowed  to  go  on  the  breeding  giounds  during  the  rutting 
season,  all  observations  as  to  the  habits  being  made  from  overhanging 
clilfs  or  some  elevation  in  the  vicinity  of  the  harems.     I  never  saw  but 

one  female  killed  out  of  the  2(),0(M)  taken  on  St.  George 
o/iXids.  ""*'  ^'"'"^  Island  in  1881,  and  that  was  accidental.    A  drive  is 

always  made  between  2  and  (>  o'clock  in  the  morning, 

when  the  weather  is  cool  and  there  is  less  liability  of  overheating  theseals. 

'^        Seals  are  driven  as  slowly  as  is  possible  and  still  kee^i 

oov©    IV   g.       thein  in  motion.    I  do  not  think  that  there  were  fifty 


RELATING  TO  ST.    GEORGE  ISLAND.  177 

seals  killed  during  the  season  by  overheating  and  smothering,  and  in 
all  eases  the  skins  of  these  were  taken  and  counted  with  the  other 
skina  transported  to  the  salt  houses.  I  never  saw  or  heard  of  the  gen- 
erative organs  of  a  male  seal  being  injured  by  redriving,  and  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  utterly  absurd  that  anyone  could  think  that  an  animal 
with  such  wonderful  vitality  as  is  possessed  by  the  male  seal  could  be 
injured  or  his  reproductive  powers  impaired  by  driving  or  redriving. 
If  such  a  thing  should  occur  it  would  be  at  once  noticeable,  for  the  im- 
potent bull  would  certainly  haul  up  with  the  bachelors,  having  no  in- 
clination and  vigor  to  maintain  himself  on  the  rookeries. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  a  bull  is  able  to  serve  from  three  to  live  cows  a 
day,  and  certainly  over  a  hundred  in  a  season.    I  have     p^ 
seen  over  forty  cows  at  one  time  in  a  harem,  and  the  of  bui?^*  °^  ^^^^ 
bull  who  possessed  this  harem  was  continually  striving     Harems 
to  obtain  more  cows.    There  was  but  one  raid  on  the 
rookeries  while  I  was  there,  and  that  took  place  on  Otter  Island,  about 
sixty  skins  being  taken.    After  that  raid  the  Government  kept  a  man 
on  Otter  Island  during  the  entire  summer  to  protect  it  from  marauders. 
Raids  on  the  islands  never  affected  seal  life  to  any  ex- 
tent.   Since  my  residence  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  I     «»i^« «°  i«i«°d8. 
have  kept  a  very  careful  watch  of  the  progress  of  events  there,  and 
have  interviewed  a  great  many  connected  with  the  seal  industry.    I 
am  of  tlie  conviction  that  the  reported  decrease  in  seal 
life  on  these  islands  can  be  attributed  to  no  other  cause  peh^o^ttiing^®   *® 
save  pelagic  sealing.    While  I  was  located  at  St.  George 
Island  in  1881  pelagic  sealing  was  then  and  previous  to  that  time  had 
been  of  very  little  consequence,  having  very  slight  eifect  upon  seal  life. 
Not  more  than  four  or  five  vessels  were  engaged  in  pelagic  sealing  in 
1881  in  the  waters  of  Bering  Sea,  and  prior  to  that  time  a  still  fewer 
number  were  so  engaged.    But  since  1881  this  industry     j^^j^i^gj.  ^^     ^^ 
has  grown  yearly  untfi  now  about  a  hundred  vessels  are  seaiM^.  ^  **  p«  »s  c 
destroying  the  seals  in  great  numbers,  and,  as  I  am  in-     Mostly  females  ta- 
formed  and  believe,  the  great  majority  of  those  killed  ken. 
are  females.    Then  too,  large  numbers  are  killed  in  this     ^ggte  of  life. 
way  which  are  never  recovered  or  reported.    It  is,  there-      p  ^^  ,. 
fore,  in  my  opinion,  necessary  that  the  seals  should  be  ear^.^  ^  °^    "**^" 
protected,  and  all  killing  in  the  water  prohibited  in  all     Especiaii    in  Ber- 
waters  which  the  seal  herd  frequents,  and  especially  in  ing?fea^Mi/ Aleutian 
Bering  Sea  and  while  the  herd   are  en  route  to  and  p***®^. 
from  the  islands  through  the  Aleutian  passes. 

W.  B.  Taylob. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  U.  S.  A.,  this  26th  day  of  April,  1892. 
[L.  s.]  Sevellon  A.  Brown. 


Deposition  of  George  Wardman,  assistant  Treasury  a^ent  on  St.  George 

Island. 

HABITS;  management;  PELAaiO  SEALING. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington,  ss : 

George  Wardman,  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
poscws  and  says :  I  am  50  years  of  age,  and  editor  of  the  Pittsburg  Press. 
In  1879  as  a  journalist  I  made  a  trip  to  Alaska  on  the  United  States  reve- 
nue steamer  Bush,  during  her  summer  cruise.    On  that  trip  I  stopped  at 
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many  points  along  the  northwest  coast,  the  Alaskan  ex)ast,  and  the  Aleu- 
tian chain,  and  also  visited  the  Pribilof  Islands  and  St. 

Experience.  Michael,  going  as  far  north  as  Bering  Straits.   On  April 

4, 1881, 1  was  appointed  Assistant  Special  Treasury  Agent  for  the  Seal 
Islands,  and  immediately  after  such  a])pointment  proceeded  to  San  Fran- 
cisco and  sailed  for  the  islands,  arriving  there  in  the  latter  part  of  May.  I 
was  then  detailed  by  Colonel  Otis,  Special  Treasury  Agent  for  the  Seal 
Islands,  to  the  Island  of  St.  George,  and  until  May  29, 1885, 1  remained 
ill  charge  of  that  Island.  During  that  time  I  returned  but  twice  to  the 
United  States.  I  made  careful  examination  of  the  rookeries  each  year, 
and  after  the  first  year  I  compared  my  yearly  observations,  so  that  I 
might  arrive  at  some  conclusion  as  to  whether  it  was  possible  and  ex- 
pedient to  increase  our  i>ortion  of  the  quota  of  skins  to  be  taken  on 
St.  George  Island  without  injmiously  affecting  seal  life  there.  I  am 
satisfied  from  my  observations  that  the  breeding  grounds  on  St.  George 

covered  greater  areas  in  1884  than  in  1881,  and  that 

Increase,  1881-  84.     ^^^^  life  materially  increased  between  those  dates;  and 

this  fact  was  verified  by  all  the  natives  on  the  islaml.  In  fact  there 
was  no  disagreement  by  anyone  located  on  the  islands  as  to  that  point. 

I  am  further  satisfied  that  during  this  time  there  was 
Plenty  of  males.       always  a  suflicient  number  of  males  to  fertilize  the  cows 
on  the  rookeries ;  otherwise  there  could  have  been  no  increase  in  the 
breeding  grounds. 

While  1  was  on  the  island  I  never  saw  more  than  twenty- ttve  dead 
pups  on  the  rookeries  during  any  one  season.  I  have  seen  occasionally  a 
dead  one  among  the  bowlders  along  the  shore,  which  had  probably  been 
killed  by  the  surf;  but  these  dead  pups  were  in  no  instance  enuicijited. 

A  cow  will  not  suckle  any  pup  but  her  own.    Of  this  I 
thek  ow*n  pu"iw.^  ^°^^  ^^^  coiiviuced,  becausc  I  have  seen  cows  drive  off  other 

pups  when  they  approached  them,  and  wait  until  they 
ap])eared  to  recognize  their  own.    I  further  think  that  if  a  mother  were 
killed  her  pup  would  starve  to  death,  for  she  suckles  the  pup  during 
the  time  it  remains  on  the  island,  and  it  has  no  other  means  of  subsist- 
feedin        ^^ce.     During  the  rutting  season  the  bulls  generally 
ee  ing.      pemaiii  upon  land,  while  the  females  are  constantly 
Pups  learning  to  goiug  to  and  from  the  water,  feeding  and  bathing,  and 
■^^"*'  teaching  their  pups  to  swim,  as  I  believe,  which  the 

pups  are  unable  to  do  for  the  first  six  weeks  of  their  existence.  In 
fact,  a  pup  is  afraid  of  the  water  during  these  six  weeks  and  needs 
a  good  deal  of  coaxing  at  first  to  get  him  to  go  into  it.  Young  pups 
can  not  be  driven  into  the  water  by  men,  and  when  I  tried  to  drive 
them  in  before  they  had  learned  to  swim  they  would  invariably  run 
^^  back  from  the  water.    While  located  on  St.  George  I 

anagemen  .  bccamc  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  methods  of 

driving,  handling,  and  killing  the  bachelor  seals  by  the  natives.  I 
believe  those  methods  ar(i  the  very  best  that  could  be  adopted  for  the 
l)ri*servation  of  the  rookeries  and  conservation  of  seal  life. 
A  female  was  never  killed  while  I  was  on  St.  George,  except  by  acci- 
dent. Seals  were  rarely  killed  by  overdriving;  but 
on^isiands!^^^*  ^^^^  whcu  sucli  an  accidcut  occurred  the  skin  was  taken  off 

and  included  in  the  quota.    Often  after  the  drive  I 

went  over  the  ground  where  the  seals  had  been  driven  and  counted 

those  left  on  the  road.    They  were  very  few  in  number  and  did  not 

afl'ect  seal  life  in  general  on  the  island.    The  only  injury  I  ever  noticed 

K    verdrivin         ^om  rcdriving  was  that  the  hind  flippers  of  yearlings 

<>  <>^      ^  «•       which  had  been  driven  several  times  would  be  dightly 
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abraded.  They  were  footsore,  you  might  aay,  but  there  was  no  in- 
jury to  the  reproductive  organs  of  the  males  driven.  I  am  satisfied 
the  natives  would  have  noticed  it  and  spoken  to  the  Government 
agents  about  it  if  we  had  overlooked  the  fact.  My  attention  was  never 
called  to  anything  of  this  kind,  and  in  all  my  experience  I  never  heard 
of  a  male  bei^g  so  injured.  Even  if  a  male  were  driven  once  a  day  for 
ten  successive  days,  1  am  certain  that  such  driving  would  not  imiiair 
his  future  usefulness  as  a  progenitor  of  his  species. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  all  killing  of  seals  in  the 
water  should  be  prevented,  both  in  Bering  Sea  and  the  sary"^^^^  ^  neces- 
North  I^acitic,  because  the  seals  thus  killed  are  slaugh- 
tered without  discrimination  as  to  age  or  sex.    In  case  j^indiscrinnnate  kiii. 

such  killing  be  prevented  in  the  water,  such  regiilaticms 
can  be  enforced  upon  the  islands  that  the  Pribilof  seal  herd  will  yield 
a  supply  of  skins  for  an  indefinite  period  without  reducing  the  size  of 
the  herd.     If,  however,  the  killing  of  seals  in  the  water  is  not  pre- 
vented, all  calculations  looking  toward  the  preservation  of  them  on  the 
islands  by  the  Government  and  the  lessees  will  be  of  no  avail,  and  the 
Alaska  seal  will  be  exterminated.    As  seals  are  found  in  large  luimbers 
over  100  miles  from  the  islands  during  the  entire  sum- 
mer, a  zone  30  or  40  miles  about  the  islands  in  which         *^°*'  "**''  ^^^' 
open-sea  sealing  were  prevented,  if-  such  could  be  done,  would  be  of 
comparatively  little  protection  to  seal  life. 

Geo.  Wardman. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  this  15th  day  of  Apiil,  1892. 

Chas.  L.  Hughes, 

Notary  Fuhlic. 


Deposition  of  Daniel  Webster ^  agent  of  lessees  on  St.  George  Island. 

MANAGEMENT  AND  HABITS. 

8T.  OEORGE  ISLAND,  Fribilof  Group,  ALASKA,  U.  S.  A.,  ss: 

Daniel  Webster,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  60  years 
of  age,  and  am  a  resident  of  Oakland,  Gal. ;  my  occupation  is  that  of  local 
agent  for  the  North  American  Commercial  Company,  and  at  present  I  am 
stationed  on  St.  George  Island,  of  the  Pribilof  Group,  ^^  erienco 
Alaska.  I  have  been  in  Alaskan  waters  every  year  but  ^^^'  ^°^^' 
two  since  I  was  fourteen  years  of  age.  I  first  went  to  Behring  Sea  in 
1845  on  a  whaling  voyage,  and  annually  visited  those  waters  in 
that  pursuit  until  18G8,  at  which  time  the  purchase  and  transfer  of 
Alaska  was  made  to  the  United  States;  since  that  time  I  have  been 
engaged  in  the  taking  of  fur  seals  for  their  skins.  In  1870  I  entered 
the  employ  of  the  lessees  of  the  Pribilof  Islands  and  have  been  so  en- 
gaged ever  since,  and  for  the  last  thirteen  years  have  been  the  com- 
pany's local  agent  on  St.  George  Island,  and  during  the  sealing  season 
have,  a  part  of  the  time,  gone  to  St.  Paul  Island  and  took  charge  of  the 
killing  at  Northeast  Point,  which  is  known  to  be  the  largest  fui'  seal 
rookery  in  the  world.  For  ten  years  prior  to  1878  I  resided  most  of  the 
time  at  Northeast  Point,  having  landed  and  taken  seals  there  in  1868. 
I  have  had  twenty-four  years'  experience  in  the  fur-seal  industry  as  it 
exists  in  the  wallers  of  the  North  Pacific  and  Behring  Sea,  and  have 
made  a  very  careful  study  of  the  habits  and  conditions  of  this  useful 
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animal.  During  this  period  it  has  been  my  duty  as  a  trusted  employfi 
of  the  lessees  to  observe  and  report,  each  year,  the  condition  of  the 
rookeries.  My  instructions  were  explicit  and  emphatic  to  never  per- 
mit, under  any  circumstances,  any  practices  to  obtain  that  would  result 
in  injury  to  the  herds.  These  instructions  have  been  faithfully  carried 
out  by  myself  and  other  employes  of  the  lessees  of  the  Islands,  and 
the  laws  and  regulations  governing  the  perpetuation  of  seal  life  have 
been  rigidly  enforced  by  all  the  Government  Agents  in  charge  of  the 
Islands. 
In  my  twenty-three  years'  experience  as  a  whaler  in  Behring  Sea  and 

the  Korth  Pacihc,  during  which  time  I  visited  every 

*"^**''*  part  of  the  coast  surrounding  these  waters,  and  my 

subsequent  twenty-four  years' experience  on  the  seal  islands  in  Berhing 

and  Okhotsk  seas,  I  have  never  known  or  heard  of  any 
Alaskan HPHibreHis  piacc  whcrc  the  Abiskau  fur  seals  breed  except  on  the 
kuiu.**"    "  ^ "     **    Pribiloff  Group  in  Bering  Sea.    These  islands  are  iso- 
lated and  seem  to  possess  the  necessary  climatic  con- 
ditions to  make  them  the  favorite  breeding  grounds  of  the  Alaskan  fur 
seals,  and  it  is  here  they  congregate  during  the  summer  months  of  each 

year  to  bring  forth  and  rear  their  young.    Leaving  the 
Migration.  islauds  late  in  the  fall  or  in  early  winter,  on  aecount  of 

the  inclemency  of  the  weather  they  journey  southward  through  the 
passes  of  the  Aleutian  Archipelago  to  the  coast  of  California,  Oregon, 
and  Washington,  and,  gradually  working  their  way  back  to  Bering 
Sea,  they  again  come  up  on  the  rookeries  soon  after  the  ice  disappears 
from  the  shores  of  the  islands;  and  my  observation  leads  me  to  believe 
that  they  select,  as  near  as  possible,  the  places  they  occupied  the  year 

before.     The  young  seals  are  born  on  the  breeding 
^"^*  rookeries  in  June  and  July.    The  head  constitutes  the 

greater  part  of  this  animal  at  this  time,  and  they  are  clumsy  and  awk- 
ward in  all  their  movements,  and  if  swept  into  the  water  by  accident 
or  otherwise  would  perish  from  inability  to  swim — a  fact  that  I  have 
often  observed,  and  one  which  is  well  known  to  all  who  have  paid  any 
attention  to  tlie  subject.  Practically  they  remain  in  this  helpless 
condition,  though  taking  on  fat  rapidly,  until  they  are  from  6  to  7 

weeks  old,  when  they  commence  to  go  into  the  shal- 
Lcarning  to  swim.  ^^^  ^rr^^^.^^  jj^d,  attcr  repeated  trials,  learn  to  swim; 

but  even  then  they  spend  most  of  their  time  on  land  until  they  leave 

the  islands  late  in  November.    During  the  first  few  weeks  after  their 

birth  they  are  not  amphibious,  and  land  is  a  necessity  to  their  exist- 

iier  1"  ence.    The  mother  seals  go  out  to  sea  to  feed  soon  after 

ot  lers  ee<  ng.  giving  birth  to  their  young,  and  return  at  intervals  of 
from  a  few  hours  to  several  days  to  suckle  and  nourish  their  young. 

The  mother  seal  readily  distinguishes  her  own  offspring  from  that  of 
others,  nor  will  she  permit  the  young  of  any  other  seal  to  suckle  her. 
I  have  noticed  in  the  killing  of  young  seals  (pups)  for  food,  in  Novem- 
ber, that  their  stomachs  were  full  of  milk,  although  apparently  the 
mothers  had  not  been  on  the  islands  for  several  days  previous.  1  have 
observed  that  the  male  seals  taken  in  the  forepart  of  the  season,  or 
within  a  few  days  after  their  arrival  at  the  islands,  are  fat  and  their 
stonjachs  contain  quantities  of  undigested  fish  (mostly  cod),  while  the 
stomachs  of  those  killed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  season  are  empty; 
and  they  diminish  in  tlesh  until  they  leave  the  islands  late  in  the  season. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  while  the  female  often  go<»8 
teS^  fbr*^f(^.^^*^^  ^^"^  distances  to  feed  while  giving  nourishment  to  her 

young,  the  male  seals  of  two  years  old  and  over  seldom^ 
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The  bulls  maintain  their  positions  on  the  rookeries  from  the  time 
they  arrive  till  the  cows  come  by  most  bloody  battles,  and  after  the 
cows  commence  arriving  they  are  continually  contending  for  their  pos- 
sessions. During  these  conilicts  they  are  often  seriously  wounded,  and 
their  exertions  are  far  more  violent  than  any  effort  made  by  a  young 
male  daring  a  "  drive."  Then,  too,  the  male  seal  must  have  great  vi- 
tality to  remaiji  on  the  rookeries  for  three  months  without  eating  or 
drinking  and  with  very  little  sleep.  In  spite  of  this  drain  on  his  vital 
force  he  is  able  to  fertilize  all  the  cows  which  he  can  get  possession  of, 
and  a  barren  cow  is  a  rarity.  I  believe  that  a  bull  can  serve  one  hun- 
dred or  more  cows,  and  it  is  an  absurdity  to  think  that 
an  animal  i>ossessing  such  remarkable  vigor  could  be  ^^'^^^  "  *' 
made  impotent  by  being  driven  or  redriven  when  a  *'  Bachelor."  An 
impotent*  bull  would  have  neither  the  inclination  or  vigor  to  maintain 
himself  on  the  rookeries  against  the  fierce  and  vigorous  possessors  of 
harems.  The  only  bulls  hauling  up  away  from  the  breeding  rookeries 
are  those  whose  extreme  old  age  and  long  service  have  made  them  impo- 
tent and  useless,  and  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  tell  of  anything  that 
would  make  an  exception  to  this  rule.  The  methods 
employed  in  taking  the  skins  are,  in  my  opinion,  the  °*^* 

best  that  can  be  adopted.  The  killing  grounds  are  situated  as  near  the 
rookeries  and  hauling  grounds  as  is  possible  without  having  the  breed- 
ers or  bachelors  disturbed  by  the  smell  of  blood  or  putrefaction,  and 
most  stringent  regulations  have  always  been  enforced  to  prevent  dis- 
turbing or  frightening  the  breeding  seals. 

I  am  convinced  that  if  open-sea  sealing  had  never  been  indulged  in 
to  the  extent  it  has  since  1885  or  perhaps  a  year  or  two 
earlier,  100,000  male  skins  could  have  been  taken  an-  ^y^'^l^^cBe^Tn^''^^ 
nually  forever  from  the  Pribilof  Islands  without  do- 
creasing  the  seal  herd  below  its  normal  size  and  condition.    The  cause 
of  the  decrease  which  has  taken  place  can  be  accounted  for  only  by 
open-sea  sealing;  for,  until  that  means  of  destruction  to  seal  life  grew 
to  be  of  such  proportions  as  to  alarm  those  interested  in  the  seals,  the 
seal  herd  increased,  and  since  that  time  the  decrease  of  the  number 
of  seals  has  been  proportionate  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  those 
engaged  in  open-sea  sealing.    The  majority  of  seals  killed  in  the  water 
are  females,  and  all  the  females  killed  in  Behring  Sea  are  mothers  who 
have  left  theii^  pui)s  on  the  rookeries  and  gone  some  distance  from  the 
Islands  in  search  of  food.    The  death  of  every  such  mother  seal  at  sea 
means  the  death  of  her  pup  on  shore,  bec«ause  it  is  absolutely  and  en- 
tirely dependent  on  her  for  its  daily  sustenance.     I 
never  heard  of  any  disease  among  the  seal  herd,  nor  of  aiseJie.""***"'*"^^*^  *^ 
an  epidemic  of  any  sort  or  at  any  time  in  the  history 
of  the  Islands.    I  do  not  remember  the  precise  date  of  the  first  success- 
ful raid  upon  the  rookeries  by  sealing  schooners,  but  I     ^^^.^^^ 
do  know  that  for  the  past  ten  years  there  have  been 
many  such  raids  attempted,  and  a  few  of  them  successfully  carried  out, 
and  that  as  the  number  of  schooners  increased  around  the  Islands,  the 
attempted  raids  increased  in  proportion,  and  it  has  been  deemed  neces- 
sary to  keep  armed  guards  near  the  rookeries  to  repel  such  attacks. 
Although  a  few  of  the  raids  were  successful,  and  a  few  hundred  seals 
killed  and  carried  off,  from  time  to  time  during  the  past  ten  years,  the 
aggregate  of  all  the  seals  thus  destroyed  is  too  small  to  be  mentioned 
when  considering  the  cause  of  the  sudden  decline  of  seal  life  on  the 
Pribilof  Islands. 

Twenty-four  years  of  my  life  have  been  devoted  to  the  sealing  in- 
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dastry  in  all  of  its  details  as  it  is  pursued  upon  the  Pribilof  Islands,  and 
it  is  but  natural  that  I  should  become  deeply  interested  in  the  subject 

Growth  o  to  1880   ^^  ^^^^  ^^®'    ^^  experience  has  been  practical  rather 
™      °^  '  than  theoretical.    1  have  seen  the  herds  grow  and  mul- 

tiply under  careful  management  until  their  numbers  were  millions,  ag 

was  the  case  in  1880.    From  1884  to  1891 1  saw  their 
to^i!***  ^'^^^  ^^^  numbers  decline,  under  the  same  careful  management, 

until  in  the  latter  year  there  was  not  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  their  numbers  coming  to  the  Islands.    In  my  judgment  there 

is  but  one  cause  for  that  decline  and  the  present  con- 
p^^eSiing^ne^  ^^itiou  of  the  rookcrics,  and  that  is  the  shotgun  and 

rifle  of  the  pelagic  hunter,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  if 
the  lessees  had  not  taken  a  seal  on  the  Islands  for  the  last  ten  years  we 
would  still  find  the  breeding  grounds  in  about  the  same  condition  as 
they  are  to-day,  so  destructive  to  seal  life  are  the  methods  adopted  by 
Waste  of  life.  thcsc  liuntcrs.    I  belicve  the  number  they  secure  is 

**  small  as  compared  with  the  number  they  destroy.   Were 

it  males  only  that  they  killed  the  damage  would  be  temi)orary,  but  it  is 
mostly  females  that  they  kill  in  the  open  waters,  and  it  is  plain  to  any- 
one familiar  with  this  animal  that  extermination  must  soon  follow  un- 
less some  restrictive  measures  are  adopted  without  delay. 
F.  B. — ^The  foregoing  is  substantially  the  same  statement  that  I 
sutement   to  the  ^ade  to  the  commissioncrs  who  visited  the  islands  in 

oommiMioiieninlsai.    1891. 

Daniel  Webster. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  officer  emi>owered  to  admin- 
ister oaths  under  section  197G,  Kevised  Statutes  of  the  United  States, 
on  this  the  11th  day  of  June,  1892,  at  St.  George  Island,  Alaska. 

Wm.  II.  Williams, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  of  IS(al  Islands. 
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Deposition  of  Charles  A.  Abbey,  captain^  U.  8.  R,  M. 

pelagic  sealing. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washingtonj  ss: 

Charles  A.  Abbey,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  am  51 
years  of  age,  and  am  captain  in  the  Eevenue  Marine 
of  the  United  States,  and  have  been  in  the  service  for       ^pe^ence. 
nearly  twenty-eight  years.    From  June,  1886,  until  the  latter  part  of 
August,  1886, 1  was  in  charge  of  the  revenue  steamer  . 

Corwin,  cruising  in  Bering  Sea  for  the  purpose  of  pro-       ^^'^"' 
tecting  seal  life,  the  fiir-seal  industry,  and  the  Government  interests  in 
Alaska  generally.    On  June  10, 1886, 1  left  the  Columbia  Eiver,  pro- 
ceeding to  Unalaska,  and  thence  on  the  27th  day  of  June  into  Bering 
Sea,  my  destination  being  the  Pribilof,  or  Seal,  Islands.    Soon  after 
leaving  Unalaska  we  began  to  see  seals  in  the  water  about  the  steamer. 
Within  seven  hours  after  leaving  Unalaska  I  sighted     ^^ 
the  schooner  Sierra,  of  and  from  San  Francisco,  with 
her  boats  out  sealing,  in  latitude  54°  20'  north,  longitude  166°  35'  west. 
Before  I  could  overhaul  her  her  boats  were  called  in  and  all  evidences 
of  sealing  were  out  of  sight.    There  were  seal  skins  in  her  hold,  but  as 
there  was  no  evidence  that  any  had  been  taken  in  Bering  Sea,  I  dis- 
armed her,  she  being  without  a  permit  for  use  of  arms  and  ammuni. 
tion,  and  let  her  go.    The  next  morning  sighted  the 
schooner  City  of  San  Diego,  of  San  Francisco,  in  lati-  igsc^^  ""^  ^*~  ^^''* 
tude  550  62'  north,  longitude  168°  25'  west.    As  she 
also  had  no  permit  for  arms  and  ammunition,  I  disarmed  her. 

I  then  called  at  the  Pribilof  Islands  and  cruised  about  them  for 
some  days  without  seeing  any  vessels  of  any  kind.  On  the  3d  day  of 
July  cruised  northward,  returning  to  St.  Paul  on  the  10th ;  it  was  very 
difficult  to  find  the  island  because  of  the  dense  fog.  On  the  13th  went 
south  and  west.  Keached  Atka  Island  on  the  15th;  thence  went 
easterly  along  the  Aleutian  Islands.  On  the  17th  seized 
the  schooner  San  Diego,  of  and  from  San  Francisco,  in  ^^^  ^'*^^^  *®^*®*^' 
latitude  64°  4'  north  and  longitude  166°  46'  west.  She 
had  577  seal  skins  on  board,  and  the  captain  confessed  to  having  taken 
seals  in  Bering  Sea.    I  took  her  into  Unalaska  that  night. 

On  the  26th  of  July  I  was  again  off  St.  Paul  Island,  and  the  agent  of 
the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  came  on  board  and 
Informed  me  the  sealing  season  on  the  island  was  ended,  Jeaii"««eaaoii,  close 
and  the  day  before  the  agent  at  St.  George  Island  had 
informed  me  of  the  same  fact  in  relation  to  that  island.    On  August  1st 
I  seized  a  boat  containin  g  three  men  and  eight  dead  seals.    Proceeding 
southeasterly,  seized  another  boat  with  men  and  several    j^^^^  gej^od  issa 
dead  seals  on  board.    Seized  the  schooner  Thornton^  of 
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and  from  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  in  latitude  55°  45'  north  and  lon- 
gitude 168^  25'  west.    The  two  boats  seized  belonged  to  the  Thornton. 

The  same  evening  seized  the  schooner  Carolena,  of  Vic- 
OaroienaBBizeaim.  ^^^^^^  British  Columbia,  in  about  the  same  locality. 

Half  an  hour  later  seized  four  boats  belonging  to  the  Carolena  with  deaxl 

seals  on  board.    That  night  spoke  schooner  Ttcilight, 
I  Hf   spo  en,     .  g^j^|jj^g^  ^^^  ^j^^  Captain  stated  they  had  taken  no  seals 

in  Bering  Sea,  and  on  account  of  the  schooners  I  had  in  tow  I  was 
unable  to  overhaul  her. 

The  next  morning  at  4:10  sighted  a  schooner,  evidently  a  sealer,  but 
was  unable  to  pursue  her,  owing  to  the  fact  of  having  the  Thornton  and 
Carolena  in  tow.    At  4:40  a.  m.  spoke  the  schooner  Onward,  of  Vic- 
toria, British  Columbia,  in  latitude  55°  10'  north  and 
Onward  seized,  1886.  lougitudc  107^  40'  wcst.    The  mastcr  acknowledged 

he  had  been  sealing  in  Bering  Sea.  Boarding  her  and 
finding  seal  skins  and  unskinned  dead  seals  on  board,  1  seized  her  and 
took  her  also  in  tow.  At  7 :20  a.  m.  sighted  another  schooner,  but  she 
fled,  and  outsailed  us.  At  11  a.  m.,  sighted  a  schooner  under  shortened 
sail.    She  at  once  changed  her  course  and  made  all  sail  southeast  and 

escaped.  Beached  Unalaska  that  night.  The  Thornton 
1886^"^**°*  seized,  j^^^j  ou  board  four  rifles  and  six  shotguns;  the  Onward^ 

one  rifle  and  thirteen  shotguns;  the  Carolena^  four 
rifles,  one  musket,  and  five  shotguns.    Altogether,  the  vessels  I  seized 

had  over  2,000  seal  skins.    My  orders  made  no  dis- 

skins  seized.  tinctiou  as  to  sciziug  English  or  American  vessels,  and 

each  vessel  seized  received  the  same  treatment  without  relation  to  the 

nationality  of  its  crew  or  owner.    Fogs  are  almost 
^**  ^^'  constant  in  Bering  Sea  in  the  summer  time.    During 

the  fifty-eight  days  I  cruised  in  those  waters  fifty-four  days  were  foggy 
or  rainy,  the  other  four  days  being  partly  clear.  On  this  account  it  is 
most  difficult  to  seize  vessels  in  Bering  Sea.  The  reports  of  the  guns 
of  the  hunters  might  often  be  heard  when  no  vessel  could  be  seen. 

For  fifteen  or  twenty  days  at  a  time  I  did  not  see  the  sun,  and  never 
while  in  Bering  Sea  did  1  see  a  star,  the  night  being  continually  over- 
cast or  foggy.  Our  position  was  in  nearly  all  cases  determined  by  dead 
reckoning  or  bearing  of  the  land.  The  following  statements  here  made 
in  relation  to  open-sea  sealing  are  based  upon  my  own  observation,  and 
also  upon  information  I  received  from  conversations  with  forty  or  fifty 

men  engaged  in  open-sea  sealing  in  Bering  Sea.  The 
aiuToutfit"'  ***^  **^'  average  size  ofthesealhig  vessels  is  from  25  to  50  tons, 

and  the  number  of  the  crew  vai'ies  from  10  to  20  or 

25.    A  vessel  is  fitted  out  with  about  4  to  G  boats,  or  6  or  8  canoes. 

The  white  hunters  used  either  a  Winchester  rifle  or  a  double-barreled 

shotgun,  and  a  gaff  with  a  shaft  4  or  5  feet  long.    The  Indians  use  a 

Pelagic  soaiiu  toggle-headcd  spear,  with  a  shaft  7  or  8  feet  in  length. 

c  sea  mg.        ^^^cli  boat  has  a  rower  and  one  or  two  hunters,  and  is 

also  provided  with  a  compass,  small  amount  of  provisions,  ammunition 

locker,  seal  knives,  and  a  short  club.    The  boats,  on  being  lowered  from 

the  vessel,  provided  the  water  is  fairly  smooth,  go  toward  all  i)oint«  of 

the  compass,  and  1  have  found   them  as  far  as  6  miles  from  the 

schooner. 

The  white  hunter  in  a  boat,  when  a  seal  {ipi)ears  on  the  surface,  if 

wai»t«  of  life  within  50  yards,  fires  at  it.    If  killed  outright,  the  seal 

a*  «  o   I  e.  immediately  sinks,  and  the  boat  is  rowed  for  the  place 

where  it  sank ;  but  1  do  not  think  they  recover  many  seals  thus  kill  ed,  and 

every  sealer  stated  that  they  seldom  expected  to  get  a  seal  when  killed 
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outright.    It  is  almost  impracticable  to  take  a  seal  in  the  water  unless 
it  is  wounded  so  that  it  is  stunned,  when  it  goes  into  a  "flurry,"  simi- 
lar to  that  of  a  whale  when  wounded.    The  boat  then  being  pulled 
alongside,  the  seal  is  gaffed  and  dragged  into  it.    The  skill  of  the 
hunter  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  number  of  seals  secured  of 
those  killed  or  wounded,  but  the  most  expert  does  not     p-o  r*.    i  ♦ 
get  more  than  half  he  hits  and  the  average  for  hunt-         po   on  o« 
ers  in  general  would  be  about  three  in  ten.    It  is  impossible  to  distin- 
guish the  sex  of  a  seal  in  the  water,  unless  it  is  an  old  bull.    I  am  un- 
able to  state  anything  as  to  the  proportion  of  females  taken,  but  the 
seal-hunter  shoots  every  kind  of  seal  he  sees.    In  my  opinion  open-sea 
sealing  is  very  destructive,  and  unless  prohibited  will 
result  in  the  extermination  of  the  species  at  no  very  g^^*^*^*^"  "^*^ 
distant  day.    I  also  believe  that  it  would  be  utterly 
useless  lo  protect  the  rookeries  on  the  seal  islands  and  not  protect  the 
seal  herd  while  in  Bering  Sea. 

C.  A.  Abbey. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  1892. 
[l.  s.]  Sevellon  a.  Bkown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  U,  8.  A, 


Deposition  of  L,  G,  Shepard,  captain  U,  S.  Revenue  Marine. 

pelagic  seizure. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington,  ss : 

L.  G.  Shopard,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  45  years 
of  age;  a  resident  of  Washington,  D.  0.,  and  am  cap- 
tain in  the  U.  S.  Kevenue  Marine  Service,  chief  of  divi-     Experience, 
sion  Eevenue  Marine,  Treasury  Department.    In  com- 
mand of  the  revenue  steamer  Bush,  1  made  three  cruises     cmises  in  Bering 
to  Bering  Sea  in  the  years  1887,  1888,  and  1889  for  ^*- 
the  purpose  of  enforcing  existing  law  for  protection  of  seal  life  in 
Alaska  and  the  waters  thereof,  and  also  to  protect  other  Government 
interests  in  Alaska.    Pursuant  to  orders  received  from  the  Treasury 
Department,  I  sailed  from  San  Francisco  June  4, 1887,  arriving  at  Una- 
laska  on  the  15tli  of  tliat  month.    On  the  18th  I  commenced  cruising 
in  Bering  Sea.    I  hereby  api)end  to  and  make  a  part  of  this  affidavit  a 
table,  marked  A,  c:i  ving  the  names  of  the  vessels  seized     ^  , 

1  ^     .       n      •  4^1  I  •!  •    1    xi  XI        1  ^  J.1  Seizure  of  veasela. 

by  me  m  Bering  Sea  while  violating  the  law  of  the 
United  States  in  relation  to  the  taking  of  tiir-bearing  animals  (all  these 
vessels  so  seized  were  unmistakably  engaged  in  scaling),  together  with 
the  date  of  the  seizure  in  efich  <*ase,  the  nationality,  rig,  tonnage,  hail- 
ing port,  master,  and  managing  owner  of  each  vessel,  the  longitude  and 
latitude  in  which  each  vessel  was  seized,  the  white  men,  Indians,  and 
Chinamen  on  board  at  the  time  of  seizure,  the  number 

SeiEOTO   of    Ghal- 


towed  to  UnaLiskfi,  and  their  sealskins  and  arms  were  fPiun  au 

taken  from  them,  and  they  were  sent  to  Sitka.    The  hert  ^Adams,'  Annie, 

Ellen,  Albert  Adams,  Annie,  Alph<i,  and  the  Kate  and  Ulnaml^^^ 
Anna  were  disarmed  and  the  sealskins  taken  on  board 
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the  Bush  at  the  time  and  place  of  seizure,  and  they  too  were  sent  to  Sitka. 
All  these  vessels  reported  there,  except  the  Mien  and  San  Jo%S^  going 
to  San  Francisco,  and  the  Albert  Adams,  to  Victoria,  British  Columbia. 
I  again  sailed  from  San  Francisco,  the  3rd  of  July,  1888,  and  entered 

Entered  Berin  Sea    ^^^^^g  ^^^  about  the  IGth  of  the  Same  mouth.    Owing 

ring     .  ^  ^^^  large  number  of  vessels  seized  in  1887,  very  few 

sealing  vessels  entered  Bering  Sea  to  take  seals  in  1888,  and  I  made 

-KT  *  1QQO   110  seizures.    I  only  saw  two  vessels  in  the  sea  during 

No  seizures  in  1888.    .,      .  n       •»•   •*      j.t         ^  ».         n  ^r*   ^      • 

that  season,  one  of  which,  the  Juamtaj  of  Victoria, 
British  Columbia,  was  engaged  in  takiug  seal  at  the  time  we  sighted 
juanita  ^®^>  wliich  was  Aiigust  5,  in  latitude  MP  38"  north, 

^^^  '  longitude  16CO  54"  west.    In  1889  I  again  sailed  from 

San  Francisco  for  Bering  Sea  on  June  1,  and  arrived  at  Unalaska 
June  16.  Began  cruising  in  the  sea  eight  days  later.  I  hereby  ap- 
pend to  and  make  a  part  of  this  affidavit  a  table  marked  B,  giving 
the  names  of  the  vessels  seized  by  me  in  Bering  Sea  while  violating 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  taking  of  fur-bearing 
animals,  together  with  the  date  of  seizure,  nationality,  rig,  tonnage, 
hailing  port,  master,  managing  owner,  latitude  and  longitude  in  wliich 
seized,  and  the  white  men  and  Indians  on  board  at  the  time  of  seizure, 
the  number  of  sealskins  and  weapons  on  each  vessel  seizeil.  In  nearly 
every  case  of  those  vessels  named  in  Table  B,  they  had  boats  out  en- 
gaged in  sealing.  All  of  them  were  ordered  to  go  to  Sitka,  but  none  of 
them  reported  there,  all  goingto  their  homeports.    The  Black  Diamond, 

the  Minnie,  and  the  Pathfinder  v^  ere  each  placed  in 
Black  riamond.  charge  of  a  special  United  States  officer,  who  protested 
Minnie.  in  vaiu  agaiust  the  noncompliance  with  the  instrucv 

rathfinder.  tious  givcu  to  procccd  to  Sitka.    The  Minnie  in  spite 

of  the  officer  on  board  continued  sailing  in  Bering  Sea 
until  August  17,  and  secured  during  that  time  478  sealskins. 
1  hereby  append  to  and  make  part  of  this  affidavit  the  number  and 

names  of  vessels  fitted  out  for  sealing  boarded  and  ex- 
seizurea  in  1889.  j^i^ined  by  mc  in  Bering  Sea  or  the  waters  of  Alaska 
Territory  during  the  sealing  season  of  1889,  together  with  the  date  of 
such  boarding,  nationality  of  the  vessel,  rig,  tonnage,  hailing  port, 
master,  owner,  latitude  and  longitude,  white  men  and  Indians  on  board, 
seal  skins  and  weapons  found.  The  last  three  columns  of  said  table  are 
incomplete,  from  the  fact  that  the  officers  boarding  failed  to  get  definite 
statements  on  these  points.  They  were  not  seized,  because  evidence 
was  wanting  as  to  their  having  actually  sealed  in  Bering  Sea.  During 
these  three  years  I  had  frequent  conversations  with  the  masters  and 
crews  of  sealing  vessels  in  relation  to  open-sea  sealing.  From  these 
conversations,  and  also  from  my  own  observations,  I  make  the  follow- 
ing statement  in  relation  to  pelagic  sealing:  The  weapons  used  by  seal 
^^^  hunters  are  rifles,  shotguns,  and  spears.    The  Indians 

oapons.  ^g^  spears,  and  a  canoe  contains  two  Indians,  the  fore- 

most thus  armed.  The  white  hunters  use  principally  shotguns,  but  in 
some  cases  the  rifle.  A  boat  contains  a  hunter  and  a  rower  and  a 
steerer.  Whenever  a  seal  comes  within  gunshot  range,  the  white 
hunter  fires  at  it.    If  killed  outright,  the  seal  sinks  almost  immediately 

and  in  nearly  every  case  is  lost.  When  so  wounded 
Seal  sinks  If  kiued.   ^^^^  .^  .^  ^^^^^^  ^  ^j^^^  l^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^  u  flurry,"  aiul 

the  boat  being  pulled  up  rapidly,  it  is  gaffed  and  dragged  on  board.    The 

gaff  used  by  seal  hunters  is  about  5  feet  in  length. 
It  is  very  hard  to  estimate  the  number  lost  of  those  shot,  but  I  should 
_.  .    -,,^  jndge  an  expert  hunter  would  lose  certainly  from  40 

w-teof  life.         to  60  per  cent,  and  a  hunter  not  particularly  expert 
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would  lose  from  80  to  85  per  cent.    I  examined  the  skins  taken  from  seal- 
ing vessels  seized  in  1887  and  1889,  over  12,000  skins,  and 
of  these  at  least  two- thirds  or  three-fourths  were  the  mSSfSkenT""* '*" 
skins  of  females.    Of  the  females  taken  in  the  Paeific 
Ocean,  and  early  in  the  season  in  Bering  Sea,  nearly  all  are  heavy  with 
young,  and  the  death  of  the  female  necessarily  causes  the  death  of  the 
unborn  pup  seal;  in  fact,  I  have  seen  on  nearly  every  vessel  seized  the 
pelts  of  unborn  pups,  which  had  been  taken  from  their  mothers.    Of 
the  females  taken  in  Bering  Sea  nearly  all  are  in  milk,  and  I  have  seen 
the  milk  come  from  the  carcasses  of  dead  females  lying  on  the  decks  of 
sealing  vessels  which  were  more  than   100  miles  from  the  Pribilof 
Islantis.    From  this  fact,  and  from  the  further  fact  that  I  have  seen 
seals  in    the  water  over  150  miles  from  the  islands 
during  the  summer,  I  am  convinced  that  the  female,  ^«fr%l?!.,{u5;i3^® 

_,        <».    .  ■.•_.!     a.     1  ^1  1        •  miles  from  islands. 

after  giving  birth  to  her  young  on  the  rookeries,  goes 

at  least  150  miles,  in  many  cases,  from  the  islands  in  search  of  food.    It 

is  impossible  to  distinguish  a  male  from  a  female  seal 

in  the  water,  except  in  the  case  of  a  very  old  bull,  ^^^^  watlr!"^"^^^*' 

when  his  size  distinguishes  him.    Therefore  oi^en-sea 

sealing  is  entirely  indiscriminate  as  to  sex  or  age.    I     indiscriminate  kiu- 

consider  it  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  seal     ^* 

herd  which  resorts  to  the  Pribilof  Islands,  and  for  the  prevention  of 

their  early  extermination,  that  pelagic  sealing  should 

cease  iq  aU  waters  which  they  frequent.  tion  necessar^'^  * 

I  do  not  know  and  I  never  heard  of  any  other  place  along  the  Ameri- 
can coast  or  islands  where  the  fur-seals  haul  up,  and  it     ^^^^ 
is  my  opinion  that  the  fur-seal  pup  of  the  Alaskan  lancS!    **°  ^  ®" 
herd  is  born  nowhere  else  but  on  the  Pribilof  Islands. 
It  is  my  belief  that  a  pup  bom  in  the  water  would  i^fSs!*  ^^  ^"*  °°  ^* 
drown,  for  I  am  convinced  from  statements  made  me 
by  the  natives  and  those  thoroughly  familiar  with  seal  habits  that  a 
pup  for  the  first  weeks  of  its  life  is  unable  to  swim.    It 
is  my  opinion  that  should  pelagic  sealing  be  prohibited  « J^"^  ^"^'  '^*'' 
in  a  zone  30,  40,  or  50  miles  about  the  Pribilof  Islands 
it  would  be  utterly  useless  as  a  protection  to  seal  life,  because  female 
seals  go  much  farther  than  that  in  search  of  food,  and 
because  fogs  are  so  prevalent  about  those  islands  that       **°®  "^  ®"*' 
it  would  be  im^jossible  to  enforce  any  such  prohibition. 

L.  G.  Shepard, 
Captain  TJ.  8.  Revenue  Marine^ 
Chief  of  Division^  Revenue  Marine. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  U.  S.  A.,  this  27th  day  of  April,  1892. 
[l.  s.]  Geo.  Y.  Coffin, 

Notary  Publio. 
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TESTIMONY  RELATING  TO  THE  RUSSIAN  SEAL  ISLANDS. 


Deposition  of  John  G,  Blair ,  master  of  the  Leon^  now  in  service  of  Rus- 

sian  Sealskin  Company, 

pelagic  sealing  and  russian  islands. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  8S : 

John  G.  Blair,  of  Sau  Francisco,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says :  I  am  57  years  old,  and  an  American  citizen,  and  am  now 
and  have  been  for  the  past  14  years,  until  recently,  mastxir  of  the 
schooner  Leon,  formerly  in  the  service  of  Hutchinson,  Cole,  Philipeus 
&  Co.,  and  now   employed  by  the  Eussian  Sealskin 
Company.    During  all  this  time  I  have  been  constantly       ^^^  ®°*^* 
engaged  in  the  fur-sealing  industry,  and  am  familiar  with  the  habits 
of  these  animals  both  on  the  land  and  in  the  water.    I  was  in  charge 
of  and  attended  to  the  killing  of  seals  upon  Robben 
Island  for  the  lessees  from  1878  to  1885,  inclusive,  b^Tiates?!-!^; 
taking  from  one  to  four  thousand  seals  per  annum  in 
each  of  these  years  for  their  skins,  and  have  visited  the  islands  in  the 
Leon  every  year  except  two  since  1885  to  the  present  date.    During  the 
two  years  except/cd  I  was  sealing  on  the  Commander  Islands.    In  1870, 
as  I  am  told  by  Capt.  Daniel  Webster,  who  was  familiar  with  the  facts 
and  interested  in  the  expedition,  the  island  was  occupied  by  the  crew 
of  the  bark  Mauna  Loa,  who  killed  every  seal  that 
could  be  reached,  taking  about  16,000  skins.    A  suffi-  ,  ^**4**°,5^^^°Jt®* 

,  v.         1  1  i.1,    i.  11  lan'l   in  1870  by  the 

cient  number,  however,  escaped,  so  that  several  huu-  MaufiaLoa. 
dred  appeared  in  the  following  year.  They  were  not, 
I  believe,  again  molested  until  1873,  when  a  few  hundred  per  year  were 
killed  in  that  and  each  of  the  following  years  until  1885.  It  was  esti- 
mated that  12,000  seals  were  born  ui)on  or  visited  the  islands  in  1881, 
previous  to  which  there  had  been  no  poaching.  Since  1885  a  Russian 
officer  and  guard  has  been  kept  there  during  the  sealing  season,  and  no 
seals  permitted  to  be  killed,  but  nearly  every  year  since  . 

1885,  late  in  the  season,  after  the  guard  had  been  with-     ^^^'^  ""^  *'^""'^'- 
drawn,  poachers  have  visited  the  islands  and  killed  all  that  couldbefound 
at  that  season  of  the  year.    They  secured  in  this  way  4,700  skins  in  1800, 
and  left  the  carcasses  lying  on  the  beach.    Five  hundred  and  forty  seals 
were  killed  last  year,  and  it  was  estimated  that  some  5,000  of  all  ages  came 
to  the  islands,  including  the  pups  born  during  the  season,  or  about  one- 
half  the  number  found  there  in  1880.     I  am  told  and  be-      ,.,«.         ,  , 
licve  that  the  Robben  Island  seals  can  be  distinguished  Robben  and  com- 
by  experts  from  those  on  the  Commander  Islands,  and  zander  seals, 
am  satisfied  that  they  do  not  mingle  with  them,  and  are     ^^  »«*  mingle, 
a  sei)arate  and  distinct  herd.    They  remain  on  and  about  the  islands  in 
271G— VOL  n 13  193 
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large  numbers  until  late  in  the  fall.    I  have  been  accustomed  to  leave 

in  October  or  early  in  November,  and  seals  were  always  plentiful  at 

that  time.    I  am  of  opinion  that  they  do  not  migrate 

disfiSc!*^  ***  °^  ^"^**  ^  ^^y  great  distance  from  the  island  during  the  win- 
ter.    A  few  hundred  young  pups  are  caught  every 

winter  by  the  Japanese  in  nets  olf  the  north  end  of  Yesso  Island. 
I  have  made  32  voyages  between  the  Aleutian  Archipelago  and 

the  Commander  Islands,  but  have  never  seen  seals  between  about 

longitude  170  west  and  105  east.    I  am  satisfied  the 

ri^^ionu",io  w  mVn"  Alaska  seals  do  not  mix  with  those  of  Siberia.'  I  have 

nan  seaia  uo  noi  mm-  .  ,  /'xi't-*  y  j. 

gi^'.  seen  seals  in  winter  and  known  of  their  being  caught 

upon  the  Asiatic  side  as  far  south  as  36  north  latitude. 
Eobben  Island  is  very  small,  being  1,960  feet  long  by  175  feet  wide, 

Robbiu  Island         ^^^^  "^  phiccs  40  fcct  high.    Of  iieccssity  the  quarters 

of  the  seal  hunters  and  guards,  as  well  as  the  killing 
grounds,  are  very  near  the  rookeries,  being  not  more  than  75  feet  dis- 
tant from  them,  yet  the  seals  aj)i)ear  to  take  no  alarm  from  the  close 
l)roximity  of  the  men,  paying  very  little  attention  to  persons  passing 
and  repassing  a  short  distance  from  them.    If  none  of  them  were  killed, 

or  if  the  killing  were  properly  restricted  to  the  males, 
u^^^lavf^^  ^*^^°^  I  think  they  would  increase  very  rapidly  and  be  as 

closely  subject  to  control  as  the  cattle  upon  the  great 

open  i)astures  of  the  liocky  Mountain  regions.    There  would  be  little 

trouble  in  catching  all  the  young  seals  and  branding  or  marking  them. 

During  my  connection  with  the  business  several  mai*auding  vessels, 

st^izure  of  ifenri'  ^^^^^  British  and  American,  have  been  captured  and 
etia,  1884,  HeUfia,  coiitiscatcd  by  Kussiau  authorities  for  illegally  killing 
^T^n'es^jfai^iit^u  scals  ill  watcis  adjaccut  to  Kobben  and  Commander 
Lncu,im\  and  Jiote,  ishuuls.  Auioug  thcsc  wcrc  the  American  schooner 
^^^*  Henrietta,  and  tlie  German  schooner  Helena^  in  1884; 

the  British  schooner  Anrania,  and  the  American  schooner  e7«?we«  Ham- 
ilton  Leicis,  in  1880;  and  the  British  schooner  Rose,  in  1890;  but  I  have 
never  heard  of  any  protest  against  these  captures,  nor  of  attempts  to 
recover  the  property. 

lioturn  of  seals  to  ^^  provjug  that  the  scals  return  to  the  islands,  I  put 
islands.  a  canvas  collar  ui)on  a  pup  in  1880,  and  he  came  back 

to  the  same  rookery  in  the  following  year  still  wearing  the  collar. 

John  G.  Blair. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 

[SEAL.]  -       ClIDIBNT  BkNNETT, 

Notary  Piihlw. 


Deposition  of  C.  F,  Emit  Krebs,  agent  of  lessees  of  Commander  Islands^ 

a7id  in  chanje  of  Copper  Island, 

copper  island,  management. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss : 

C  F.  Kmil  Krebs,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a 
native  of  Libau,  Itussia,  49  years  old,  and  ^n  American  citizen,  duly 

Ex>erirnee  iiaturalizcd,  and  a  resident  of  San  Francisco,  Oal. 

xpenonce.  j^  ^^^^  wcut  to  Ahiska  ill  1869  for  the  American  Rus- 

sian Commercial  Company,  of  San  Francisco,  and  was  stationed  at 
Atka  as  a  fur-trade%  where  I  remained  two  years.    In  1871 1  entered 
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the  service  of  Hntcliinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  lessees  from  Eussia  of  the  right 
to  take  seals  upon  the  Comniaiider  Islauds,  and  was  placed  iu  charge 
of  Copper  Island,  of  this  group,  and  so  remained  constantly  for  ten  years, 
until  1881,  without  once  leaving  my  post  of  duty.  In  this  position  the 
habits  of  the  seals,  the  condition  of  the  rookeries,  the  best  methods  of 
obtaining  seal-skins  for  market,  and,  in  general,  everything  in  and  about 
the  business  of  my  employers  on  the  island,  received  my  careful  and 
constant  attention. 

The  management  of  the  sealeries  upon  Copper  Island,  under  Russian 
occupation,  was  left  wholly  to  the  native  chiefs  and  ignorant  laborers 
of  the  Russian- American  Company.    The  work  of  kill- 
ing the  seals  and  curing  the  skins  was  done  by  them  in  curing^iius^*^*  ^^ 
a  very  unsystematic,  careless  way;  but  even  then  it  was 
understood  that,  as  the  seals  are  polygamous,  the  surest  way  to  secure  an 
increase  of  the  herd  was  to  kill  off  surplus  males  and  spare  the  females, 
and  this  was  systematically  practiced,  resulting,  as  far  as  I  am  aware, 
most  satisfactorily.    After  the  expiration  of  the  fi*anchise  of  the  Rus- 
sian American  Company,  in  18671  think  it  was,  and  their  abandonment 
of  the  island  and  the  execution  of  the  lease  to  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co., 
in  1871,  several  different  parties  visited  the  island, 
killed  seals  inj  udiciously,  and  inflicted  great  inj  ary  upon  iu,d*i87*i^^*^^*°  ^^^ 
the  rookeries.    They  were  restrained  U)  some  extent  by 
the  natives  from  indiscriminate  slaughter,  but  I  have  no  doubt  they  killed 
more  male  seals  than  they  ought  to  have  done,  and  perhaps  also  some 
females.    Upon  my  arrival  at  the  island,  in  1871,  the  na- 
tive chief  told  me  that  the  seals  were  not  as  plentiful  as     ^^""^'^  "^  ^  ^^^' 
they  had  been  formerly.    I  announced  that  we  intended  to  secure  6,000 
skins  that  year.    They  protested  that  it  was  too  many,  and  begged  that 
a  smaller  number  be  killed  for  one  year  at  least.    We,  however,  got  the 
6,000  skins  as  proposed,  and  an  almost  constantly  in- 
creasing number  in  every  subsequent  year  as  long  as  I  ^g^^^"®  secured  in 
stayed  on  the  islands,  until  in  1880  the  rookeries  had  so 
developed  that  about  30,000  skins  were  taken,  without  in  the  least  in- 
juring them.    This  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  in- 
crease for  the  next  ten  years  allowed  still  larger  num-  tJikeuT** to  1890°^^*^ 
bers  to  be  killed,  amounting,  I  think,  in  one  of  the    '*  ^^  "^ 
years  of  the  second  decade  of  the  lease  to  about  40,000  skins. 

In  order  to  secure  uniformity  in  the  methods  pursued,  respectively, 
upon  the  Pribilof  Group  and  Commander  Islands  the  uniformitvinmeth. 
respective  lessees  of  the  two  interests  sent  Capt.  Dan-  ode  on  vri\n\of  and 
iel  Webster,  an  expert  sealer  of  many  years'  experience  Commander  laiandn. 
in  the  business,  and  who  was  at  the  time  in  the  service  of  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company  at  St.  Paul  Island,  to  assist  and  instrnct  me 
through  the  summer  of  1874  in  the  best  manner  of  handling  seal  droves, 
salting  skins,  and,  generally,  in  the  conduct  of  the  business.  In  work- 
ing under  his  direction  I  found  that  the  methods  imrsued  by  the  re- 
si)ective  parties  upon  the  diftererent  sealeries  did  not  dittor  in  any 
essential  feature.  The  main  object  in  both  i)laces  was  to  select  good 
skins  for  market  and  si)are  all  female  seals  and  enough  vigorous  bulls 
to  serve  them.  When  the  supply  of  bulls  is  more  than  enough  I  have 
no  doubt  the  number  of  offspring  is  diminished.  The 
bidls,  when  overnumerous,  light  savagely  for  the  pos-  f^f^^^P^  ®^  ^"^^®'  ^^' 
session  of  the  cow  seals  and  unintentionally  destroy 
many  young  in  their  conilicts.  The  healthiest  condition  of  a  rookery 
is,  no  doubt,  when,  under  the  laws  of  polygamous  reproduction  for  this 
species,  the  proportion  of  the  sexes  is  properly  balanced.    I  believe  one 
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bull  eai)able  of  serving  at  least  fifteeu  or  twenty  cows  with  most  desir- 
able results. 

The  best  methods  of  managing  seal  rookeries  are  as  well  understood 

and  as  ('arefully  i)raeticed  as  any  other  branch  of  husbandry,  and  the 

same  methods  have  been  pursued  with  such  excellent  results  through  a 

long  series  of  years  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  their  correctness. 

Coi)i)er  Island  is  some  30  miles  long  and  from  1  to  3  miles  wide. 

The  rookeries  lie  on  the  easterly  and  the  village  and 
lamMwatiiS^of!^**  '*    killing  grouuds  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  island. 

Between  the  rookeries  and  the  killing  grounds  a  con- 
tinuous ridge,  ranging  from  a  few  hundred  to  2,000  feet  in  height,  runs 
the  w  hole  length  of  the  island.    Over  this  ridge,  at  a  point  where  it 

reaches  about  GOO  or  700  feet  in  height,  all  the  seals 
drhhlg"^'    ^^^    ^  are  driven;  tlie  journey  requiring  from  five  to  twenty- 
four  hours,  depending  upon  the  weather.    The  practice 
of  thus  driving  them  has  been  pursued  ever  since  the  earliest  history 
of  the  business.    JNIany  of  the  seals  are  rei)eatedly  driven  and  redriven 

over  this  trail  in  a  single  summer,  but  I  havc^  never  seen 
tirhhj'":^"^^  ^^^^  ^    '*'^y  in.jnry  to  them  from  the  exertion  to  w^hich  they  are 

in  this  way  subjected.   The  statement  of  an  ex])ertthat 
the  virility  of  the  seal  is  sai)i)ed  and  his  ix>wers  of  reproduction  in  any 
way  weakened  by  such  redriving  is  not  borne  out  by  the  facts.    On 
the  contrary,  the  steady  and  rajnd  increase  of  the  herd  at  Copper  Is- 
land, already  pointed  out,  again  x)roves  the  old  adage  that  in  this  mat- 
ter, as  in  others,  ''  theory  is  everywhere  good  except  in  practice.'' 
1  ai)pend  hereto  a  statement  showing  the  number  of  seals  killed  an- 
nually uiion  Copper  Island  from  1871  to  1880,  inclusive. 
xumher    of  Beais  This  Statement  shows  that  3,6r)8  skins  were  taken  in 

Kllll-U  on    IHlaiia   from      -  o^<  rl^•^    •  ^  t    "  t      At       j^  1        1      ,1 

ibTitoibtio.  lh<l.    This  number  were  8hipi)ed  that  year,  but  the 

number  actually  killed  was  in  fact  more  than  6,000. 

C.  F.  Emil  Kkebs. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2d  day  of  ^lay,  1892. 
[l.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Vuhlic, 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  fur-seals  taken  for  their  skins 
on  Copper  Island,  of  the  Connnandergrouj),  from  1871  to  1880,  inclusive, 
under  the  direction  of  C.  F.  E.  Krebs,  for  ilutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.: 


1 87 1 3,  a58 

1872 u,im 

1HT^ 14, 6<)1 

1S71 15,480 

1 875 20, 440 

1876 15,074 


1877 11,392 

1878 20,070 

1879 25,166 

1880 30,014 

Total 170,919 


Note. — There  were  in  fact  about  6,000  killed  in  1871,  of  which  only 
the  numbiTS  as  above  stated  were  shipped.  In  1870  and  1877  more 
<*<>uld  have  been  tak(*n,  but  the  seal-skin  market  was  dei)ressed  and 
they  were  not  wanted. 

I  certify  that  the  above  table  is  the  one  referred  to  in  the  foregoing 
deposition  of  C.  F.  E.  Krebs. 

[L.  s-l  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Fuhlic. 
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Affidavit  of  John  Maloicanslcy,  agent  of  lessees  of  Commander  Islands, 

management;  pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

John  Malowansky,  being  duly  swoiii,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  resi- 
dent of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  an  American  citizen,  though  a  Eiis- 
sian  by  birth.  I  am  a  merchant  by  i)rofession,  and  am  agent  for  the 
Itnssian  Sealskin  Company,  and  was  formerly,  for  many  years,  the 
agent  for  Hutchinson,  Kohl,  Philhpens  &  Co.,  the  former  lessees  of  the 
liussian  seal  islands. 

During  the  years  18G9, 1870,  and  1871  I  resided  on  the  Commander 
Islands,  in  the  pursuit  of  the  sealing  business,  of  which 
1  had  charge.    I  was  there  again  in  1887  as  the  agent      ^^p®"encc. 
of  the  company.     I  formerly  lived  in  Kamchatka,  and  frequently  vis- 
ited the  Commander  Islands  between  1871  and  1887.     I  have  also  been 
a  dealer  in  furs.     I  am  well  acquainted,  from  long  experience  and  ob- 
servation, with  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  sealing  business  and  the 
present  condition  of  the  fur-seal  trade,  especially  on  the  Kussian  side 
of  the  Bering  Sea.     When  our  lease  of  the  Commander  Islands  took 
effect  in  1870,  the  annual  catch  of  seals  would  not  exceed  15,000  without 
injury  to  the  herd.    There  was  no  maximum  limit  in  our  lease  as  to  the 
number  we  were  allowed  to  kill,  but  under  the  method  adopted  by  the 
c()mi)any  in  taking  seals,  only  young  males  with  mer- 
chantable-sized skins  were  killed.  Under  this  sytem  the     increaao  on  com- 
seals  increased  so  rapidly  that  in  1887  we  had  no  trouble  in  S^St'i^l*?"''"  *'""' 
obtaining  45,000  skins  per  annum  without  injury  to  the 
herd.    In  1887  I  began  to  notice  a  diminution  in  the     ^ 

,  »  ■,  p.  ^   j^i       '   1        1  t  •   1  1  Decroaso  Hinee  1887. 

number  ol  seals  arriving  at  the  islands,  which  was  due 

to  the  indiscriminate  killing  by  sealing  vessels  in  the  open  sea,  some 

50  or  GO  miles  distant. 

While  we  still  obtain  about  the  usual  number  of  skins,  many  are 
taken  from  the  younger  animals  than  formerly,  and  smaiior  skins  taken, 
consequently  are  somewhat  inierior  in  quality. 

It  is  often  difficult  to  entirely  prevent  poaching  on  the  islands,  al- 
though in  my  judgment  it  has  not  been  of  sufficient     po^ciiinff 
importance  on  the  Commander  Islands  to  have  any 
perceptible  influence  in  the  diminuition  of  the  herd. 

In  1891  the  s(;hooner  J.  H.  Lewis  was  caught  near  the  islands  by  the 
Eussian  gunboat  Aleut  and  found  to  have  410  skins  on     „  .        ,.,    r  rr 

,  TIT  T  •        -•  /»  ^t  1   •  Seizure  ot  the  J.  77. 

board.    1  made  a  personal  exammatKm  ot  these  skins,  i«m*  in  ih9i. 
and  found  that  from  90  to  95  per  cent  were  those  of     x-    «     t     '- 
female  seals.     I  called  the  attention  of  the  English  cent  of  Jkins  on  hoJ^d 
commissioners,  Sir  George*  Baden-Powell  and  Dr.  C  those  of  females. 
M.  Dawson,  to  this  fact  when  they  visited  the  islands     caii«a  attention  of 
in  1891,  showing  them  the  skins.    I  opened  a  few  bun-  Britirth   conmii8si<.u- 
dles  of  the  skins  for  their  inspection  and  offered  to  show 
all  of  them,  but  they  said  they  were  satisfied  without  looking  at  any 
more  than  those  already  opened.     I  remember  that  a  schooner  from  Vic- 
toria was  also  seized  at  the  ivslands  about  three  years  ago  by  the  l^is- 
sian  authorities  with  33  skins  on  board,  which  were  nearly  all  taken 
from  female  seals. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  in  obtaining  the  skins  found  on  the  J.  II.  Lewis 
the  poachers  must  have  killed  from  1,500  to  2,000  seals,      \va«toof  life. 
as  when  vitally  shot  seals  will  usually  sink  before  it  is 
possible  to  capture  them. 
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1  have  fiequeiitly  noticed  in  the  hail)or  of  Pelropaulowsky  that  the 
natives  in  killing  hair-seals  aie  only  able  to  obtain  one  animal  ontof 
every  four  or  five  of  those  killed,  and  that  they  frequently  wait  about 
four  days  for  the  bodies  to  be  washed  ashore. 

During  the  killing  season  on  the  Commander  Islands  we  frequently 
find  in  the  bodies  both  bullets  and  shot, 

I  know  it  to  be  the  custom  of  seal  hunters  to  shoot  seals  at  sea  when 
they  are  at  rest  upon  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  that  those  generally 
obtained  are  females  and  eonstitute  but  a  very  small  portion  of  those 
killed  and  lost. 

Sealing  on  Kobben  Island,  in  the  Eussian  group,  was  prohibited  for  a 

period  of  five  years  for  the  purpose  of  encom*aging  the 
benTHiLnd!*^"**"^**^  iucrcasc  of  the  herd,  but  their  propagation  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  frequent  attempts  of  poachers  to  raid  the 
rookeries,  and  I  believe  that  4,000  or  5,000  seals  were  killed  by  the 

j^^^g  marauders  while  we  were  attempting  to  promote  the 

growth  of  the  herd. 

There  are  many  fines  imposed  at  the  Commander  Islands  for  killing 

Drivin  andkiiiin     ^"^"^<*^^  scals,  cvcu  by  accidcnt,  and  I  am  quite  certain 

nv  ngan(    i     g.  ^^^^^  ^^^^  dccrcasc  in  the  nuniber  of  seals  thereon  is  not 

owing  to  the  methods  employed  in  killing.  When  a  female  is  discov- 
ered in  a  herd  while  being  driven  to  the  killing  giound  she  is  carefully 
turned  back  and  slowly  driven  to  the  water's  edge,  sometimes  the  work 
of  several  hours. 

Special  precautions  are  taken  not  to  frighten  or  molest  the  animals 
on  the  rookeries.    Even  fires  are  not  permitted  to  be  made  where  it  is 
thought  their  light  or  sight  of  the  smoke  might  alarm  them. 
My  observation  has  also  been  that  while  male  seals  are  sometimes 

timid  about  coming  ashore,  the  females  being  about 
^^poiagic  birth  iiiipos-  ready  to  pup,  haul  up  on  the  land,  even  in  spite  of 

unusual  or  unfavorable  conditions.  Pups  if  born  in 
the  water  are  sure  to  drown.    It  is  a  matter  of  actual  observation  that 

they  must  first  learn  to  swim,  and  do  not  leave  the 
Pups    learning  to  ghorc  uutil  they  are  four  or  five  months  old.    I  have 

often  seen  the  mother  seals  push  their  pups,  when 
several  weeks  old,  into  the  water  and  watched  them  flounder  about  awk- 
wardly and  scramble  ashore,  seeming  delighted  to  get  back. 

The  seals  of  the  Commander  Islands  are  of  a  different  variety  from 

those  of  the  Pribilofs.    Their  fur  is  not  so  thick  and 

dim'S^ivom tboPri^  bright  and  is  of  a  somewhat  inferior  quality.    They 

^^^"^  form  a  distinct  herd  from  that  of  St.  Paul  and  St. 

George  and  in  my  opinion  the  two  do  not  intermingle. 

I  was  present  as  inteipreter  when  the  English  Commissioners  were 

taking  testimony  on  Bering  Island.    They  examined 
Testifies a«  to atatc-  amoug  othcrs  whcu  I  was  present,  Jefim   SiiigerofF, 

nionts  made  to  Brit lyh       i  •    /.  -r*       •  i    i         i     i        i     •  xi  t      a     i 

commiHsioner  by  Jo-  chicf  ou  Bering  Islaud,  hc  bciug  tlic  pcrsou  selected 
chiof^"*^*^^^^^'  "^'^^^^^  ^y  them  there  from  which  to  i)rocure  the  testimony 

relating  to  the  habits  and  killing  of  seals.  This  Snig- 
eroff  testified  that  he  had  lived  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  for  many  years 
and  knew  the  distincttive  characteristics  of  both  herds  (Commander 
and  Pribilof)  and  their  habits  and  that  he  removed  from  thence  to  Ber- 
ing Island.  He  pointed  out  that  the  two  herds  have  several  different 
characteristics  and  stated  that  in  his  belief  they  do  not  intermingle. 

He  also  said  that  the  pups  could  live  (m  land  at  least  seven  or  eight 
days  without  sustenance  and  that  those  born  in  the  water  would  imme- 
diately drown.    He  further  stated  that  the  seals  had  rapidly  decreased 
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since  sealing  vessels  had  appeared,  but  that  before  the  inroads  of  tbese 
seal  hunters  tliere  was  no  trouble  in  obtaining  the  full  quota  of  the 
best  grades  of  skins,  as  the  herds  had  previous  to  that  time  been 
noticeably  increasing. 

The  driving  grounds  on  Copper  Island  are  very  rough  and  hilly  and 
much  more  dil1i(!ult  to  drive  over  than  those  on  the     jj^j^jn 
Pribilof  Islands.      The  drives  are  always  carefully       "^"s- 
made,  slow,  with  a  chance  to  rest,  and  foggy  days  are  selected.    I  have 
never  been  able  to  discover  any  injury  to  the  herds  from  these  drives, 
nor  do  I  believe  there  is  any.    The  killable  seals  herd  by  themselves, 
and  until  recently  we  did  not  drive  ftom  all  the  hauling  grounds,  but 
this  we  have  had  to  do  in  the  last  three  or  four  years,  because  the  seals 
were  getting  scarce  as  the  result  of  hunting  them  at  sea.    It  is  an  act- 
ual fact  beyond  dispute  that  female  seals  were  much 
more  numerous  on  the  islands  in  1883  than  they  were  frl^\^o\o\m'^^''^ 
in  1870.    The  increase  was  gradual  each  year  and  was 
so  marked  that  the  natives  often  spoke  of  it  U)  me,  but  from  1885,  which 
was  about  the  time  the  sealers  appeared  in  the  waters, 
the  decrease  in  seal  life  was  rapid  and  the  natives  com-  gi^liggs**®    ^^^^^ 
menced  saying  "  no  females,"  "  no  females,"  until  now 
we  are  confronted  with  depleted  rookeries  and  probable  extermination. 

John  Malowansky. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  15th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[seal.]  Cle]!o:nt  Bennett, 

Notary  Fuhlic, 


Deposit  1071  of  y.  B.  MilUr,  assistant  in  scientific  (lepartment  of  U,  S. 

Fish- Commission  steamer  Albatross, 

ROOKERIES   ON   COMMANDER  ISLANDS. 

N.  B.  Miller,  an  assistant  in  the  scientific  department  of  the  United 
States  Fish-Commission  steamer  Albatross ^hGing  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  visited  the  Beef  rookery  '^pc"eiico. 
and  Northeast  Point  rookery  on  St.  Paul  Island,  I*ribilofs,  and 
the  Village  rookery  of  St.  George  Island,  Pribilofs,  and  took  a  number 
of  photographs  on  each.  On  June  1, 1892, 1  visited  the  North  rookery  of 
Bering  Island,  Commander  Islands,  where  1  also  took  ^  . 
a  number  of  photographs.  This  rookery  is  alow,  flat,  scripUoS  of^'rotu 
rocky  reef  extending  from  the  base  of  a  bluff  about  40  rooicerjon. 
feet  high,  seaward  to  a  distance  of  about  half  a  mile.  The  width  along 
the  bluff  is  about  IJ  miles.  It  is  composed  of  loose  masses  of  rough 
volcanic  rock  from  1  to  15  feet  above  the  high  water  mark,  with  scat- 
tered shallow  pools  of  water  between  the  rock  piles.  None  of  the  rocks 
appeared  to  be  worn,  as  from  the  action  of  seal  flippers,  although  I  ex- 
amined some  of  them  with  that  idea  in  mind.  There  was  no  soil  on 
the  breeding  space  of  the  rookery,  which  occupies  the  greater  portion 
of  the  wedge-shaped  point.  The  higher  masses  of  rock  are  mostly  at 
the  outer  end,  the  rookery  being  lower  towards  the  bluff.  About  the 
center  of  it,  near  the  bluff,  are  three  or  four  shallow  lagoons  or  pools  of 
small  extent.  The  west  arm  of  the  rookery  is  a  long  and  compara- 
tively smooth  sand  beach,  with  but  few  rocks  on  it,  over  which  the 
bachelors  are  said  to  haul.    Between  the  nearest  lagoon,  about  50  yards 
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dislsuit  from  tliebliifT,  and  tlicbaiik  itself,  isaii  aroaof  Rcant  soil, on  wliiclx 
a  scattering  growth  of  vegetation  has  sprung  up.  This  growth  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  of  ecmiparatively  recent  origin — within  five  or  six 
years,  I  should  say.  I  believe  this  area  was  formerly  occupied  by  seals. 
On  June  1 1  estimated  the  total  number  of  seals  on  the  entire  rook- 
ery to  be  about  forty;  three  of  them  bachelors,  one  cow,  and  the  remain- 
der bulls.  The  three  bachelorj?,  the  cow,  and  one  of  the  bulls  were 
killed  on  the  grassy  space  between  the  lagoon  and  the  base  of  the 
bluff,  where  they  were  driven.  A  young  i)ui),  unborn,  was  taken  from 
the  female  seal;  I  think  it  would  have  been  (lelivered  in  about  a  week's 
time.    The  North  rookery  of  Bering  Island  is  in  every  way  rougher 

than  any  I  observed  on  the  l*ribilof  Islands.    I  saw 

J&kZT-  ^""^  ^"""^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  drives  from  the  North  rookery.   One  of  the 

routes  leads  over  the  rough  rookery,  through  the  shal- 
low lagoon,  and  up  the  bluff  at  a  place  where  the  angle  is  about  35^ 
to  the  grassy  plain  in  front  of  the  temporary  dwellings  of  the  natives, 
a  distance  in  all  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile;  the  other  leads  up  the 
bluff  from  the  sand  beach  at  the  western  arm  of  the  rookerv,out  bevond 
and  back  of  the  settlement,  over  a  comparatively  level  but  marshy  and 
broken  country,  to  a  distance  of  from  IJ  to  2  miles.  I  consider  these 
drives  harder  and  rougher  than  those  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.  Tlie 
killing  ground  at  the  terminus  of  the  shorter  drive  is  small  and  did  not 

appear  to  be  used  to  any  extent.    On  June  4th,  1892,  I 

Copper  isijuid,  do-  landed  on  and  photographed  Polatka  rookery,  on  tlie 

Rookery  on.  wcstern  coast  of  Coppcr  Island.     This  is  somewhat 

similar  to  the  !N^orth  rookery  of  Bering  Island,  but  is 
very  much  narrower,  and  instead  of  being  comi>osed  of  loose  rock  heaps 
is  largely.of  great  tilted  massifs  of  stratific^d  volciinic  rock  with  very 
sharp  and  Jagged  edges.  It  is  less  than  a  mile  long  and  at  the  widest 
part,  including  the  outlying  rocks,  not  more  than  300  yards  in  width, 
measuring  riglit  up  to  the  base  of  the  bluffs.  It  lies  at  the  foot  of 
abrupt  cliffs  from  GOO  to  800  feet  in  height  along  its  whole  length  with 
the  exception  of  one  point.  This  is  about  the  center  of  the  rookery, 
where  there  is  a  small  hill  of  hard-packed  sandy  soil  about  00  feet  high, 
back  from  which  a  very  steep  ascending  ravine  leads  to  the  summit  of 
the  ridge,  an  elevation  of  about  700  feet. 

The  drive  from  Polatka  rookery  leads  up  over  this 
laUL^aViJilr/™™  ^'**'  8*'^"^^  1"^^  and  througli  the  ravine;  over  the   ridge,  I 

was  informed,  the  rest  of  the  2  miles  is  on  a  descend- 
ing grade  to  the  other  side  of  the  island,  where  the  killing  ground  is 
located.  The  rocks  of  this  rookery  also  did  not  have  the  appearance 
of  being  flipper-worn.  There  were  no  signs  of  vegetation  on  the  entire 
rookery,  and  no  soil  apparently,  excei)t  on  the  san<ly  hill  at  the  mouth 
of  the  ravine.  I  estimated  about  250  fur-seals  on  Polatka  rookery, 
about  30  of  them  bachelors.  I  saw  no  cow  s,  and  think  they  had  not 
yet  arrived,  as  40  codfish  were  landed  on  the  decks  of  the  AlbatrosHj 
where  she  lay  within  500  yards  from  the  shore,  in  an  hour.  I  think  if 
feeding  cows  had  been  about  the  rookery,  the  fish  would  not  have  been 
found  so  close  to  it.    From  an  elevated  i)osition  on  Polatka,  I  obtained 

a  good  view  of  the  rookery  next  above  it,  calhnl  Pest- 

reatrhanni  rookery  chauui.    The  character  of  t hi s  is  similar  to  Polatka, 

S?ripti^ro/^*'™      *  l>iit  has  a  sand  beach  adjacent  to  it  where  the  baehe- 

lors  doubtless  mostly  herd.  The  drive  from  here,  as  I 
was  shown  it,  leads  up  a  shallow^  stream  a  short  distance,  and  then 
over  the  mountain  side  to  the  ridge,  a  height  of  fully  800  feet,  from 
whence  it  continues  down  to  the  ox)XK)site  side  of  the  island.    Both  of 
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tliese  drivOwS  on  Copper  Island  are  exceedingly  hard  and  rouj^h;  I  know 
of  none  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  to  compare  with  them.  The  seals  of 
the  Commander  Islands  appeared  to  me  slightly  differ-  commander  island 
ent  from  the  Pribilof  fur-seals.  They  are  grayer  in  sealed^ phvRicJSv 
color,  and  of  a  slighter  build  throughout  the  body.  iiSfi*^2Sd2"*'* ^"''' 
The  bulls  have  not  such  heavy  manes,  or  fur  capes,  the 
hair  on  the  shoulders  being  much  shorter,  and  not  nearly  so  thick. 
The  younger  seals  have  longer  and  more  slender  necks  apparently.  T 
noticed  this  difference  between  the  seals  at  once. 

N.  B.  Miller. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  23d  day  of  June,  1892. 

Z.  L.  Tanner, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S,  Navy, 


Deposition  of  Thomas  F.  Morgan,  agent  of  lessees  of  Commander  Islands. 

HABITS. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington^  ss: 

Thomas  F.  Morgan,  of  Groton,  Conn.,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says :  During  the  season  of  1891  I  was  the  agent  of 
the  Eussian  Sealskin  Company,  of  St.  Petersburg;  «:^p«"«°c«- 
that  I  was  on  Bering  Island  at  the  time  that  Sir  George  Baden- 
Powell  and  Dr.  George  M.  Dawson,  the  British  representatives 
of  the  Bering  Sea  Joint  Commission^were  upon  said  island  investigat- 
ing the  liussian  sealeries  upon  the  Komandorski  Islands;  that  I  was 
present  at  an  examination,  which  said  Commissioners  held,  of  Sniegeroft*, 
the  Chief  of  the  natives  on  Bering  Island,  who,  prior  to  the  cession  of 
the  Pribilof  Islands  by  Eussia  to  the  United  States,  had  resided  on 
St.  Paul,  one  of  said  Pribilof  Islands,  and  that  since  that  time  had 
been  a  resident  on  said  Bering  Island,  and  during  the  latter  part  of 
said  residence  had  occupied  the  position  of  native  chief  and  as  such 
superintended  the  taking  and  killing  of  fur-seals  on  said  Bering  Island; 
that  during  said  examination  the  Commissioners,  through  an  interpreter, 
asked  said  Sniegeroff  if  there  was  any  difference  between  the  seals 
found  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  and  the  seals  found  on  the  Koman- 
dorski Islands;  that  said  Sniegeroff  at  once  replied  that  there  was 
difference  and  on  farther  questioning  stated  that  such 
difference    consisted    in    the    fact    that  the    Koma-     Testifies  as  to  state- 

,-._,,  -  ,.  •I'ii  t      ments  made  to  lintisu 

dorski  Island  seals  were  a  slimmer  animal  in  the  neck  commissioners  by 
and  flank  than  the  Pribilof  Island  seals,  and  further  ^^X^^'  "***''* 
that  both  the  hair  and  fur  of  the  Komandorski  Island 
seal  were  longer  than  the Pribil  of  Island  seal;  said  Commissioners 
asked  said  Sniegeroflf  the  further  question,  whether  he  believed  that 
the  Pribilof  lierd  and  Komandorski  herd  ever  mingled,  and  he  replied 
that  he  did  not. 

Thomas  F.  Morgan. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  April,  1892. 
[L.  s.]  Sevellon  a.  Brown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  District  of  Columhiay  U,  S.  A. 
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Deposition  of  Onsfave  Nicbaum^  viee-presidetit  of  Alasl'a  Commercial 
Company  and  employe  and  partner  of  lessees  of  Commander  Islands. 

management. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Gustave  Niebaum,  liaviiig  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 

a  resident  of  San  Francisco,  HO  yeius  of  age,  and  an 
^RuMian    Seal    Is-  American  citizen,  becoming  so  by  reason  of  the  cession 

of  Alaska.  I  was  formerly  a  resident  of  tliat  Terri- 
tory and  sliipmaster  for  the  Eussian  American  Company  prior  to  the 
transfer  of  Alaska  to  the  United  States.    I  was  from  1880  until  1891 

vice-consul  of  Kussia  at  the  port  of  San  Francisco,  and 

Experience.  -,    .  ,  «     *  i  .    '   • 

am  now,  and  have  been  for  several  years  past,  vice- 
president  and  director  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  and  a  part- 
ner of  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  the  former  lessees  from  Kussia  of  the 
Commander  and  Eobben  islands. 

I  was  instrumental  in  Russia  in  obtaining  the  lease  for  the  last-named 
company  and  had  familiarized  myself  with  the  sealeries  upon  these 
islands  in  this  connection.  In  1871  1  visited  the  islands  and  directetd 
the  policy  and  practice  to  be  pursued  under  the  lease.  In  this  pursuit  I 
of  course  became  conversant  with  all  the  details  of  the  business.  Un- 
der the  Russian  regime  upon  the  Commander  Islands 
pr?or^«i8S.  '*^"°'^'  prior  to  18G8  the  number  of  seals  taken  annually  did 

not  exceed  about  5,000,  the  skins  of  which  were  dried  for 
market.  Following  the  surrender  of  occupancy  of  these  islands  by  the 
Russian  American  Company  in  1868,  the  sealeries  were  left  open  to  all 

parties  and  various  expeditions  visited  them  unre- 
i87o/*^^^*  *°  ^^^'  ^  stricted  by  any  Governmental  control.    Their  cat<*.he8 

amounted  in  1868  to  about  15,000,  in  1869  to  about 
20,000,  and  in  1870  to  about  30,000  skins.. 

In  1871  the  Russian  Government  executed  the  lease  to  Hutchinson, 

Lease  of  isiRiidfl  to  ^^^^  ^  ^^^'i  '"^^  ^^  ^^'^^  fcmud  neccssaiy  to  restrict  the 
HntobiDBon,  Kolii  &  killing  for  this  year  to  about  6,000  skins,  because  the 

Srittion^of  kifirng*^*^   rookcric^  had  been  largely  depleted  by  the  excessive 

killing,  unwise  methods,  and  heedless  husbandry.  The 
result  of  improved  methods  showed  themselves  at  once,  and  the  rook- 
eries steadily  increased  in  size  and  number  of  oc(?upants.    We  were 

thus  enabled  to  procure  an  almost  constantly  increas- 
o/mS^od  ilinnds!*^^  ^^S  number  of  skins  from  year  to  year  during  the  whole 

term  of  our  lease.    We  were  unrestricted  as  to  the 

numbers  to  be  taken,  and  after  the  first  two  years  of  the  lease  were 

urged  by  the  Russian  authorities  upon  the  islands  to  take  more  than 

we  wanted  in  view  of  the  condition  of  the  sealskin  market. 

I  revisited  the  islands  on  various  occasions  subsecpientto  1871,  and  my 

observationsconiirmed  the  fact  that  we  were  moving  in 
anagemen  .  ^^^  right  direction  to  secure  an  increase  of  the  rookeries. 

The  exjierience  of  the  whole  term  of  the  lease  proves  conclusively  that  our 
policy  in  conducting  the  business  was  a  wise  (me  and  that  our  manner 
of  handling,  managing,  and  killing  the  seals  was  in  every  respect  what 
it  should  have  been.  This  policy  was  predicated  upon  the  custom  of 
the  Russian  American  Company  observed  during  many  years  and 
strengthened  by  my  own  actual  experience  in  conducting  the  business  of 
taking  seals  upon  the  Pribilof  Islands  in  1807-'68  and  1869,  and  more 
pai'ticularly  duiing  the  season  of  1808,  wlien  there  was  unrestricted 
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sealing  done  by  various  parties  regardless  of  the  future  of  the  rookeries. 
The  pernicious  effects  of  the  methods  pursued  by  them  were  at  once 
observed,  and  measures  immediately  taken  by  me,  aided  by  the  natives, 
over  whom  I  had  complete  control,  to  correct  their  practices  and  bring 
them  within  the  reasonable  customs  already  proved  efficacious  in  pre- 
serving the  rookeries  from  annihilation.    The  various     ^^^  hterot  18O8 
parties  took  that  year  about  236,000  seals,  of  which  about         ng  «r  o 
140,000  were  killed  under  my  direction.    Upon  the  Commander  Islands, 
as  I  have  already  said,  the  increase  in  seal  life  was  constant  for  many 
yearSj  but  in  1890,  we  noticed  a  decided  disturbance  in 
the  rookeries  and  a  considerable  decrease  in  their  popu-  i^^^^^  noticed  in 
lation.    This  we  subsequently  attributed,  when  the 
facts  were  ascertained,  to  pelagic  sealing  in  the  adjacent  waters.    There 
were  occasional  raids  made  upon  the  islands  by  poachers     j^.^^ 
during  our  twenty  years'  lease,  but  they  were  generally 
unsuccessful  in  killing  any  considerable  number  of  seals,  and  their  raids 
had  no  appreciable  effect  upon  the  rookeries. 

My  first  ideas  of  the  areas  of  seal  rookeries  were  gathered  on  the  Prib- 
ilof  Islands.  Afterwards,  upon  going  to  the  Commander  Islands,  I 
was  struck  with  the  comparative  insignificance  of  the 
rookeries  upon  the  latter  group;  yet  we  have  been  able  of^r^^eSs^on  clTiS? 
to  secure  the  catch,  as  shown  by  the  appended  state-  J^f^JfJ  *°^  i*ribiiof 
raent,  not  only  without  detriment,  but,  as  1  believe,  "  ^  *' 
with  positive  benefit  to  the  rookeries.  I  cannot  think,  therefore,  that 
the  same  methods  pursued  under  my  direction  upon  the  Pribilof  group 
worked  any  other  result,  and  in  this  conclusion  I  am  borne  out  by  the 
testimony  of  every  one  conversant  with  the  matter. 

The  history  of  sealing  upon  Robben  Island  substantiates  the  conclu- 
sion in  regard  to  the  other  groups.  From  information 
gathered  from  various  sources,  1  learn  that  the  Robben  on^bbf^  isUnS!'"* 
Bank  was  first  visited  and  exploited  by  whalers  about 
1852  or  1853,  and  that  in  two  seasons  they  obtained  some  50,000  ro 
60,000  skins,  almost  completely  "  cleaning  it  out.''  I  understood  for 
several  years  thereafter  the  occasional  vessel  which  touched  there  found 
the  rookeries  pra<5tically  deserted.  In  1870  the  expedition  in  the  bark 
Mauna  Loa  went  to  the  island  and  secured  about  15,000  seals.  There 
was  at  this  time  no  restriction  upon  the  killing. 

In  1871,  in  August,  I  think  it  was,  the  lease  being  already  in  force,  I 
visited  the  island  for  the  first  time,  having  previously  sent  a  guard 
ship  there  to  protect  the  rookeries.    It  is  an  insignifi-     g.^  ^^  .^^^^^ 
cant  affair,  being  only  about  2,000  feet  long  and  200       ^^ 
feet  wide.    The  rookeries  were  also  very  small,  and  contained  at  thi'it 
time  of  all  classes  about  800  seals,  as  I  ascertained  by  a  careful  count, 
and,  in  addition,  a  small  number  in  the  waters  adjacent.     I  prohib- 
ited all  killing  from  that  year  until  such  time  as  seemed  prudent  to 
resume,  so  as  to  give  the  rookeries  opportunity  to  recuperate,  leaving 
strict  orders  to  the  guard  ship  to  protect  them  against  molestation. 
Two  years  afterward  it  was  evident  that  the  rookeries  had  sufficiently 
recovered  to  warrant  us  in  commencing  sealing  on  a  small  scale,  know- 
ing that  the  killing  of  the  useless  male  seals  would  accelerate  the 
increase  of  the  herd.  From  this  time  forward  the  herd  showed  a  steady 
and  healthy  growth,  enabling  us  to  secure  catches  as  per  appended 
statement  until  1873,  when  our  guard  was  assaulted  by  the  combined 
force  of  eleven  marauding  schooners  and  driven  away,     j^^ 
The  rookeries  were  again  badly  depleted  by  these 
poachers.    The  following   year   the   Russian  Government  stationed 
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a  military  force  on  the  islands,  wliich  was  removed  every  fall,  but  so 
early  that  marauders  came  there  nearly  ever  year  after  it  had  left  and 
killed  all  the  seals  they  were  able  to  obtain,  so  nearly  destroying  the 
rookeries  that  we  found  it  inexpedient  to  continue  sealing  after  1884 
during  the  remainder  of  our  lease. 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  seal  herds  respectively  upon  the  Pribilof 
T,     .        ,  .,      group,  the  Commander  Islands,   and  Eobben  Bank 

KiiBHian  ana  Alas-    ?*',.,.  t   ^»       ^«       '^.      t  -i  i 

kan  herds  do  not  mill-  havc  cacli  their  owu  distinctive  feeding  grounds  and 
s^**-  peculiar  rounds  of  migi-ation.    No  doubt  they  are  of 

the  same  species,  but  there  is  a  marked  ditterence  in  the  fur  of  the 
Difference  in  fur       ^kiiis  from  the  rcspcctivc  placcs,  which  can  be  distin- 
guished by  experts. 

G.  KlEBAUM. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  29th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[l.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 

The  following  table  prepared  by  Hutchinson,  Kohl,  Philipeus  &  Co., 
of  San  Francisco,  lessees  of  the  right  to  take  fur-seals  n\)on  the  Com- 
mander and  Kobben  Islands,  shows  the  number  of  seal  skins  secured 
annually  from  these  respective  islands  from  1871  to  1891: 


YfAT. 

Commander 
iHlands. 

IJobbon 
IslandH. 

Total. 

1871 

3,614 

3,614 

1872 

29. 356 

20,356 

1873 

27,710 

2,694 

30,404 

1874 

28,886 

2,414 

31,300 

1875 

3;*,  152 

3,127 

36, 279 

1876 

25, 4.'i2 

1,528 

20. 960 

1877 

18,584 

2,949 

21, 533 

1878 

28,198 

3,142 

31,340 

1879 

38,748 

4,002 

42,  750 

1880 

45,174 

3,330 

48,504 

1881 

39,  314 

4,207 

43.521 

1882 

40. 514 

i,106 

44,620 

188:J 

26,650 

2,040 

28,699 

1884 

49,444 

3,819 

53, 263 

1885 

41.737 

l,8:{8 

43,  575 

188U 

54.  591 

54.591 

1887 

46,  .147 

46,347 

1888 

47, 362 

47, 362 

18«9 

52,  8.t9 

52. 859 

1800 

5:J.  780 

5,3,  780 

1891 

5,800 

5.800 

776,467  ! 

1 

State  of  Caltfornia, 

Cify  and  (Joiinfy  of  San  Frandsco,  88 : 

I,  (-lement  lU^nnett,  a  Notary  Public  in  and  for  said  city  and  county, 
residing  therein,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  do  hereby  certify  that 
the  above  tabulated  statement  is  that  to  which  Gustave  Niebaum  refers 
in  his  allidavit,  of  which  this  is  made  a  pai-t. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  offi- 
cial seal,  at  my  office  in  the  city  and  countv  of  San  Franciscro,  State  of 
California,  this  iiOth  day  of  Apiil,  A.  D.  1S92. 

|l.  s.j  Clement  Bennett, 

2fotary  VuhUc. 


TESTIMONY  RELATING  TO  THE  ALEUTIAN  ISLANDS. 


Deposition  of  G.  H,  Anderson  (sealer)^  Master. 

habits.    pelagic  sealing. 

Teuritoky  of  Alaska, 

Dutch  Harbor,  Unalmka  Bay,  Aleutian  Islands^  gs: 

C.  H.  Anderson,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  forty-ei^lit 
(48) years  of  age,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  master- 
mariner  by  occupation,  and  reside  in  San  Francisco, 
Cal.  I  have  been  sailing  in  Alaskan  waters  since  1880.  ^p*^rience. 
For  (7)  seven  years  I  cruised  in  the  Unalaska  district,  which  embra(*es 
the  Shumagin  and  Sanuak  Islands,  the  Aleutian  chain,  the  Pribilofs, 
Bristol  Bay,  and  the  eastern  coast  of  Bering  Sea  as  far  as  St.  Michaels. 
I  have  made  (4)  four  or  (5)  five  trips  from  Unalaska  to  Attn  and  return, 
and  (8)  eight  or  (9)  nine  between  Atka  and  Unalaska,  chiefly  in  spring 
and  fall  of  the  year.  The  main  herd  of  the  fur-seals  bound  for  the 
Pribilof  Ishinds  moves  through  the  passes  of  the  Fox  ^. 
Islands  of  the  Aleutian  chain,  Unimak  Pass  being  the  ^^^  ^^' 
eastern  and  the  Four  Mountain  Islands  Pass  the  western  bounds 
through  which  the  seals  move  in  large  numbers.  A  few  occasionally 
go  through  Morzhovoi  Pass  on  their  way  north,  and  in  the  passage 
south  in  the  fall  gray  pups  often  stray  into  Unalaska  Bay  as  far  as 
Captains  Harbor,  doubtless  thinking  it  is  one  of  the  passes  through 
the  group.  I  never  saw  a  fur-seal  in  the  water  between  Atka  and  the 
island  Attn.  The  natives  along  the  northern  shores  of  Bristol  Bay 
have  no  knowledge  whatever  of  fur-seals,  nor  do  those  of  St.  Michaels 
appear  to  be  any  better  informed. 

The  seals  first  pass  into  Bering  Sea  early  in  May  and  keep  on  arriv- 
ing as  late  as  the  latter  part  of  July,  but  most  of  them  I  think  enter  the 
sea  during  the  latter  part  of  June  or  early  in  July.    I  do  not  know  at 
what  times  they  leave,  but  have  observed  that  it  depends  on  the  mild- 
ness of  the  winter  how  soon  they  begin  to  depart.   I  can 
not  distinguish  the  sex  of  seals  in  the  water.  Neither  do  ^bfe  in  wat«r!°^"^*^" 
I  know  the  usujil  times  of  the  arrival  and  departure  of 
the  various  categories  to  and  from  the  seal  islands.    Do  not  know 
through  which  passes  the  bulls,  bachelors,  and  females  usually  move; 
but  the  westernmost  passes  are  those  most  frequented  by  gray  pups  in 
the  fall  on  the  way  south.    I  think  the  Commander  Islands  seals  are  a 
different  body  of  seals  altogether  from  those  of  the     Herdadonotmin  le 
Pribilofs,  and  that  the  two  herds  never  mingle.  I  think        ^     ^°**  ™  °^  *' 
the  Commander  Islands  herd  goes  to  the  southward  and  westward 
towards  the  Japanese  coast.    I  never  knew  of  fur-seals 
hauling  out  to  rest  or  breed  at  any  place  in  the  Aleu-  AKutianiSd"?*  ^" 
tian  chain,  or  anywhere  in  fact,  except  the  well-known 
rookeries  of  the  several  seal  islands  of  Bering  Sea. 

I  have  noticed  a  great  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  the  fiir-seals  since 
1887,  both  on  the  rookeries  of  St.  Paul  Island,  which      ^ 
are  much  shrunken,  in  the  area  covered  by  seals,  and 
in  the  waters  of  the  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea.    On  the  rookeries,  ground 
formerly  hauled  over  by  seals  is  now  grown  up  with  a  scattering  vege- 
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tation  of  recent  growth.  In  the  sea  seals  are  much 
Seal*  more  timiiL  ^^^^^  ^.^^^j^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^.  ^^  ^.^^^  .^^  i>o8sible  at  the  ap- 
proach of  a  vessel,  while  formerly  they  were  usually  quite  cuiious,  and 
wouhl  KiK>rt  and  jihiy  about  the  vessel  when  come  up  with.  I  believe 
Abw>iate  hibi-  ^^^^^  dccrcase  and  timidity  is  due  to  the  indiscriminate 
tion  of  °pSai5c**»«J-  slaughter  of  the  seals  by  pelagic  sealers,  and  am  of 
ing  neccHsary.  ^j^^  opinion  that  if  such  scaliug  were  absolutely  sup- 

I)ressed  the  specie>s  would  again  increase. 

C.  H.  Andersen. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  June,  1892. 

Z.  L.  Tanner, 
Lieutenant  Commander ^  U.  S.  JS^avy, 


Deposition  of  Ruth  BurditJcofslci,  native  Aleut  sealer, 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Personally  appeare<l  before  me  Ruth  Burdukofski,  who,  being  duly 

sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  64  years  of  age,  a  native 
Kxporience.  Alcut,  bciug  bom  ou  Bering  Island,  and  do  now  reside, 

and  have  since  the  age  of  17  resided,  at  Unalaska.    In  my  early  life, 
ai    off  ^^i^*"S  ^^^^  \Xm(b  of  the  llussian  American  Company,  I 
uu!iL;"Mka.  "*^*  *   ^    huutcd  scals  in  my  bidarka  in  and  off  the  bays  of  Un- 
alaska Islaiul.    In  the  spring,  as  early  as  Febnuiry  or 
Tiiii«  of  arrival  of  ]\iarch,  the  big  bulls  first  came.    The  latter  part  of 
'*'"'*  March  came  the  ^'holluschickie,''  or  younger  bachehu* 

seals;  these  in  turn  were  followed  by  smaller  males,  and  last  of  all  in 
early  June  came  the  mothers  or  "matkie,''  which  were  in  haste  to  reach 
the  land  to  be  delivered  of  their  ycmng. 
In  the  fall  of  the  year,  chioiiy  during  Xoveml)er,  when  the  wind  com- 
ing from  noi-therly  directions  blow  them  toward  these 

tunj'd'ilftiioTilii.  *^"^*    shores,  was  the  time  to  go  out  and  capture  the  young 

seals. 
When  the  wind  blew  from  the  southerly  directions  no  pups  were  to 

be  found.  I  never  saw  any  older  seals  w  ith  them,  and 
v^^^^  ^'»rough  the  ^^^^  j^^^  Say  just  wluit  time  the  seals  of  different  ages 

and  sexes  go  through  the  passes  in  this  vicinity. 
I  believo  these  i)ups  were  the  weaker  ones,  who  could  not  follow 
their  mothers,  and  being  temporarily  lost  were  driven  by  northerly 

winds  into  XhOi  quieter  bays  and  harbors,  and  there 
A?eut'iai\  isTamu!'  ^°  Testcd.    No  old  scals  cvcr  haul  out  in  this  vicinity. 

Immediately  after  northerly  gales,  and  before  the  water 
has  grown  so  quiet  that  the  young  pups  can  again  continue  their  jour- 
iu\v,  is  the  best  time  for  capturing  them.  There  is  no  regular  time 
about  this,  it  dei)eiids  on  the  weather.    In  late  years  1  have  not  hunted, 

but  when  1  did  this  village  caught  from  150  to  200 
guViM^ina  iiefn!*^  ^^"*  jjups.     So  uiuch  dcpcnds  on  the  weather  that  some- 
times more  and  sometimes  less  are  caught.    In  recjent 
years  guns  and  occasionally  fishing  nets  are  used  with  bett<*T  results. 

liUTH  Burdukofski.    [In  Russian.] 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7  day  of  June,  1892. 
[seal.]  C.  L.  Hooper, 

Notary  Public^  l>ist.  of  Alaslca. 
Attested : 

liUDOLPH  XJrNMANN, 

Interpreter. 
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Deposition  of  Paul  Bepin^  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Paul  Eepiii,  who,  being  duly  sworn? 
deposes  and  says:  1  am  57  years  of  age;  was  born  in  Uualaska,  where 
I  have  lived  all  my  Ufe;  and  am  a  native  of  Alaska.  For  many  years 
1  was  a  sea-otter  and  seal  hunter,  and  for  eight  years  in  my  younger 
days  I  made  trips  with  the  priest  to  Unga  and  other  villages  in  the 
vicinity. 

I  have  heard  the  statement  made  by  Euth  Burdu-  Confirmation  of 
kofski,  and  from  my  knowledge  of  the  facts  know  the  BSidukSLk^.^'  ^"^** 
same  to  be  true. 

Uia 

Paul  x  Repin. 

mark. 

Witness : 
•    J.  Stanley  Beown. 

Attested: 

Rudolph  Urnmann, 

Interpreter, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  June,  1892. 
[seal.]  O.  L.  Hooper, 

Notary  PuhliCy  District  of  Alaska. 


Deposition  of  Charles  J.  Sague^  master  mariner. 

HABITS — PELAGIC  SEALING. 
iLIULIUK,  UnALASKA  ISLAND,  ALEUTIAN  ISLANDS, 

Territory  of  AUisJca,  ss: 

Charles  J.  Hague,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  53  years 
of  age,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at     ^^  ^.^^ 
Alameda,  Cal.,  and  am  a  master  mariner  by  occupation.       ^p«"ence. 
I  have  been  cruising  steadily  in  Alaskan  waters  since  the  year  1878. 
I  have  sailed  principally  about  various  parts  of  the  Aleutian  Islands, 
as  far  west  as  Attn,  to  which  island  I  have  made  about  twenty  trips 
from  Unalaska,  mostly  in  the  spring  and  fall  of  the  year.    I  do  not  re- 
member ever  having  seen  a  fur-seal  in  the  water  between  the  Four 
Mountain  Islands  and  Attn  Island.    The  main  body  of 
the  fur-seal  herd  bound  to  and  from  the  Pribilof  Islands         ^^  °°* 
move  through  the  passes  of  the  Fox  Islands,  Uninuik  on  the  east  and 
the  West  Pass  of  Umnak  on  the  west,  being  the  limits  between  which 
they  enter  Bering  Sea  in  any  number.    I  do  not  know  through  what 
passes  the  different  categories  move,  or  the  times  of  their  movements. 
Rarely  see  fur-seals  in  the  Pacific  between  San  Francisco  and  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  passes.    I  think  the  fur  seal     nordsofCommaiid- 
"herds  of  the  Commander  and  Pribilof  islands  are  sep-  er  aud  Pribiiot  is- 
arate  bodies  of  the  fur-seal  spei'ies,  whose  numbers  do  ^*"'^'  *^"  "**'  """*^'^*'- 
not  mingle  with  each  other.    In  the  latter  part  of  September  of  1867, 
in  the  brig  Kentuclcy^  making  passage  between  Petropaulowski  and 
Kodiak  I  observed  the  Commander  Islands  seal  herd  on  its  way  from 
the  rookeries.    They  moved  in  a  compact  mass  or  school,  after  the  man- 
ner of  herring,  and  were  making  a  westerly  course  towards  the  Kurile 
Islands. 
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The  seals  which  I  have  observed  on  their  wavto  the  Pribilof  Islands 
do  not  move  in  large  schools;  they  straggle  along  a  few  at  a  time  in  a 

sort  of  a  stream,  and  are  often  seen  sleeping  in  the 
Ai^utia^sfJi^dV  **°  water  and  playing.    There  are  no  fur-seal  rookeries  in 

the  Aleutian  Islands  that  I  know  of;  in  fact,  I  have 
never  heard  of  any  in  the  region  besides  those  on  the  several  well- 
known  Seal  Islands  of  Bering  Sea.    I  believe  there  has  been  a  great 
Decrease  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  the  fiir-seal  species;  I  do 

not  believe  there  are  now  one-tenth  as  many  fur-seals 
frequenting  the  Pribilof  Islands  as  there  were  ten  years  ago.  Nine  or 
ten  years  ago,  when  lying  oif  the  Pribilof  Islands  in  the  fall,  the  young 
seals  used  to  i)lay  in  the  water  about  the*  vessel  in  large  numbers;  in 
going  to  the  westward  in  the  month  of  May  many  seals  were  always  to 
be  seen  between  Unalaska  and  the  Four  Mountain  Islands.  In  mid- 
summer, when  making  passages  between  Unalaska  and  the  Pribilof 
Seals  feedin  Islauds,  uscd  to  scc  large  bodies  of  fiir-seals  feeding — 

°^'  they  were  invariably  to  be  met  with  most  numerously 

about  GO  miles  north-northwest  true  from  Unalaska,  and  from  there  up 
to  the  islands  a  C/Ontinuous  stream  of  seals  was  to  be  seen  moving 
to  and  from  the  feeding  grounds. 

When  last  I  visited  the  rookeries  three  years  ago,  in  1889, 1  noticed  a 
great  shrinkage  in  the  area  covered  by  seals  on  therookeries.  While  at 
anchor  off  St.  Paul  Island  the  pups  playing  about  the  vessel  were 
very  few,  and  while  making  a  passage  between  Unalaska  and  the 
Pribilof  Islands,  during  the  breeding  season,  did  not  see  a  dozen  in  the 
open  sea  during  the  whole  trip,  where  formerly  I  met  hundreds.  In 
going  from  Unalaska  to  Atka  and  returning  during  the  last  of  May 

and  the  first  part  of  June  of  this  year  (1892),  I  did  not 
la^rsTaiTng."''  ^"^  ^^'  scc  a  siu  glc  furscal  in  the  water.    I  attribute  this  great 

decrease  to  the  indiscriminate  vslaughter  of  the  species 
by  i)elagic  sealers,  and  their  wasteful  methods  of  securing  skins.    I 

think  that  a  close  season  at  the  Pribilof  Islands  for 

^ira?  ears***"  ^^^  scvcral  ycars  and  the  absolute  suppression  of  pelagic 

»e\iTa  >t  sealing  will  cause  the  fur-seal  species,  or  such  of  them 

tio'^^micssar/."'*''^'*  ^  frequcut  the  Pribilof  Islands,  to  increase,  though 

slowly,  to  their  former  numbers. 

Chas.  J.  Hague; 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  June,  1892. 

Z.  L.  Tanner, 
Lieutenant- Co7nmander J  U.  ^.  Navy, 


Deposition  of  Ivan  Kriikoff^  Aleut  Sealer, 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Ivan  Krukoff,  who,  being  duly  sworn,' 
deposes  and  says:  I  am  46  years  of  age,  a  native  of  the  Aleutian 
Islands,  and  have  lived  in  the  village  of  Makushin  all  my  life.    At  this 

village  we  see  no  seals  in  the  spring,  but  late  in  the 
Indian  sealing.        ^.^jj^  .^^  j.^^^  Octobcr,  wc  go  out  ill  our  bldarkas  and 

catch  with  spears  and  sometimes  guns  the  young  pups  which  were  born 

on  the  seal  islands  in  the  summer  and  are  now  going 
^^  ^^'  south.    We  do  not  use  nets.    There  are  no  old  seals 
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with  these  pups;  they  are  the  young  pups  that  are  driven  in  by  the 
strong  north  winds.  We  go  out  as  far  as  the  cape  at  the  mouth  of 
Makusljiu  Bay  and  find  the  pups  liere  and  there;  they  are  never  to- 
gether in  great  numbers.  I  never  knew  any  old  seals 
of  any  kind  to  haul  out  on  the  shores  in  this  vicinity,  A^utian  uumi/.  **" 
nor  have  1  ever  heard  any  old  men  say  they  ever  saw 
any  old  seals  haul  out. 

It  is  harder  to  find  the  pups  now  than  it  was  a  few  years  ago. 
There  does  not  seem  to  be  so  many  of  them  as  there     ^ 

J   .      1  ^  Dccrenso  of  pnps. 

used  to  be. 

Ivan  Krukoff.    [In  Eussian.] 
Attested : 

Innokknti  Shayashnikoff, 

Inier'pretefr, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  June,  1892. 

J.  Stanley  Brown, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  S,  Melavidoff  and  David  Salamatoffj  native  residents  of 

Unalasla, 

HABITS. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  S.  Melavidoff  and  David  Salmatoif, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say:  We  are  natives  of  Alaska, 
are  now  and  have  been  for  the  past  twenty  years  residents  of  Unalaska. 

The  only  seals  taken  by  the  natives  of  this  place  are  the  this  season's 
pups  that  go  through  the  passes  during  the  period  be-     ^^  ^^^.^, 
tween  the  last  of  October  and  the  last  of  November.       ^p^^ri^^^ce- 
The  northerly  winds  bring  them  in  the  direction  of  this  harbor,  and  the 
natives  go  out  in  their  bidjirkas  and  spear  and  shoot     The  only  seals  taken 
them  for  food.     Sometimes  we  find  old  male  seals  with  V  tiatives  of  unaias- 
them,  but  we  dare  not  attack  them  in  the  bidarka.    The     sSMi^not  h.itu  up 
mothers  are  not  with  them,  and  there  are  usually  no  *"  vicinity. 
seals  of  older  age  with  them.    They  are  the  weaker  of  the  pups,  the 
stronger  ones  going  on  through  the  passes.    No  old  seals  haul  out  on 
shore  here. 

I,  S.  Melavidofi*,  am  53  years  of  age.  I,  David  Salamatoff,  am  67 
years  of  age. 

S.  Melavidoff. 
D.  Salamatoff. 

Attested : 

Rudolph  Urnmann, 

Interpreter, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  June,  1892. 
[seal.J  C.  L.  Hooper, 

Notary  Public^  Dist.  of  AlasJca, 
271G— VOL  II 14 
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Deposition  of  Arthur  Newman^  agent  of  lessees  on  Aleutian  Islands. 

HABITS. 

Tlitjliuk,  XJnalaska  Island,  Aleutian  Islands, 

Territory  ofAlasfca,  ss: 

Arthur  Newman,  a  citizen  of  tlie  United  States  of  America,  51  years 
Ex  erience  ^^  ^^'  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  have 

xpenence.  lived  in  the  Aleutian  Islands  the  greater  part  of  the 

time  since  1869.  For  eight  years  I  was  agent  for  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company  at  Chernofsky,  and  for  ten  years  I  acted  in  the  same  capacity 
at  Umnak ;  for  three  years  I  was  an  officer  of  a  supply  tender  making 
trips  between  San  Francisco  and  XJnalaska.  I  have  made  four  trips  to 
the  westward  as  far  as  Attn,  at  different  seasons  of  the  year.  I  ob- 
Mi  ation  scrvcd  that  the  fur-seals  usually  commence  to  move 

igra  on.  through  both  tlie  East  and  West  Passes  of  Umnak  into 

Bering  Sea  about  the  last  of  May,  the  majority  enter  in  the  latter  part 
of  June,  while  very  few  are  to  be  seen  moving  north  after  the  middle  of 
July.  The  seals  going  north  through  these  passes  are  mostly  females 
and  young  bachelors;  very  few  bulls  go  that  way.  The  natives  first 
reported  for-seals  moving  south  thnmgh  the  same  passes  about  the  Ist 
of  October.  The  majority  pass  into  the  Pacific  between  the  20th  of  Oc- 
tober and  the  1st  of  November,  while  the  last  ones  are  usually  observed 

about  the  25th  of  November.    The  seals  moving  south 

sex^ki^watei!!*^^"^  ^^^'  S^^Y  V^W^j  ^t^Kl  mcdium-sizcd  seals,  the  former  in 

the  majority.  I  can  not  distinguish  the  sex  of  fur-seals 
in  the  water. 

Seals  leaving  the  Bering  Sea  via  the  western  passes  are  generally 

MieratioD  ®®®^  moviug  Steadily  towards  the  south  during  north- 

erly and  northwesterly  weather,  but  very  rarely  before 
a  northeasterly  wind.  I  think  a  somewhat  larger  portion  of  the  seal 
herd  moves  through  the  East  Pass  of  Umnak,  than  through  the  West 
Pass.    The  proportions  of  pups,  etc.,  are  about  the  same,  however.    I 

Donot  land  or  breed  havc  sccu  sick  and  wouudcd  fur-scals  hauled  out  on 

except  on    Priwiof  rocks  about  the  passes  to  rest  and  die,  but  know  of  no 

®  "*  *'  place  where  they  habitually  land  to  breed  or  rest  in 

the  region,  save  the  several  well-known  seal  islands  of  Bering  Sea.    I 

g^^.^  have  seen  seals  sleeping  on  kelp  and  feeding  about  it, 

but  have  never  seen  them  copulate  anywhere  except  on 
a  rookery.  I  do  not  believe  that  pups  bom  on  kelp  could  be  properly 
nursed  and  brought  up.  I  do  believe  that  it  is  nei^essary  to  their  suc- 
cessful existence  that  they  be  born  on  land,  since  they  can  not  swim  at 
birth.  In  the  winter  of  1871-'72, 1  made  one  of  an  expedition  from  San 
Francisco  to  the  Antarctic  fur-seal  rookeries  of  Staten  Land,  and  spent 
altogether,  about  a  month's  time  on  the  rookeries  during  the  months 
of  November  and  December,  1871,  and  January,  1872,  which  is  their 
breeding  season.  I  there  observed  that  a  pup  is  fully  a  month  ohl  be- 
fore venturing  in  the  water  at  all,  and  I  do  not  believe  they  are  expert 
until  between  three  and  four  months  of  age.  While  sailing  between 
San  Francisco  and  Unalaska  I  never  saw  a  fur-seal  in  the  water  be- 
tween sight  of  the  highland  of  the  Aleutians  and  San  Francisco,  but 
close  to  the  Fox  Islands  generally  fell  in  with  plenty  of  them.  I  never 
saw  a  fur-seal  in  the  water  between  Amukta  Pass  and  Attn  Island.    I  do 

^   ,    -  ^  ,    not  think  the  fiir-seal  herds  of  the  Commander  and  Prib- 

Herdn  of  Commanu-    .,    «  t  ^        i  ^     i  -i    ^  i      ^i         •      xt 

er  and  Pribiiof  is-  ilof  Islauds  cvcr  get  closc  cuough  to  cacli  otlicr  ni  these 
lands  do  not  mingle,    latitudes  to  mingle.    1  believe  there  has  been  a  great 
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decrease  in  the  numbers  of  the  fur-seals  frequenting  the  Pribilof  Islands. 
Years  ago  I  used  to  see  a  great  number  of  them  in  Berin  g  Sea  whilemaking 
passage  between  Unalaska  and  the  Pribilof  Islands  during  the  breeding 
season,  but  now  only  a  few  are  seen,  and  these  are  observed  much 
nearer  to  the  islands  than  was  formerly  the  case.    I 
believe  this  decrease  is  owing  to  the  large  number  of     ^^'^*»"- 
vessels  engaged  in  hunting  the  fiir-seal  at  sea  and  the  in- 
discriminate methods  employed  by  these  sealing  vessels     indiscriminate  kiu- 
in  taking  skins.    If  this  pursuit  were  stopped  alto- 
gether, I  think  the  fur-seal  species  would  increase     p-o*^« 
again,  although  very  slowly.     The  native  hunters  liv-  *"* 

ing  at  the  settlements  of  Ohernofsky  and  Umnak  used  to  hunt  the  fur- 
seals  in  the  fall  each  year  for  food,  laying  the  flesh  ^^ 
away  for  winter  use.  While  at  Ohernofsky,  I  collected       *^  ^        ** 
annually  from  the  natives  about  750  skiiis  of  fur-seals  killed  in  the 
waters  adjacent,  and  at  Umnak,  I  collected  on  an  average  about  150 
skins.    These  were  mostly  the  skins  of  gray  pups  taken  during  the 
month  of  October,  they  being  most  highly  prized  by  the  natives  as  an 
article  of  food.    Fur-seals  are  very  little  known  at     ^^^  j^^^ 
Atka  and  Attn,  and  it  is  my  belief  that  the  farthestf  arther  we»t*?ha"n 
west  the  main  herd  moves  to  and  from  Bering  Sea  is  tS^^F^/ """^  ^**""' 
through  the  Four  Mountain  Islands  Pass. 

Arthue  Newman. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  June,  1892. 

Z.  L.  Tannee, 
LieuU-Gommander^  U,  8.  Navy, 


Deposition  of  Charles  T,  Wagner^  agent  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 

HABITS — PELAaiO  SEALING. 

State  of  Oalifornia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss  : 

Charles  T.  Wagner,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  over  21  years  of  age,  a  resident  of  Sanak  in 
the  Aleutian  group,  and  am  employed  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
pany as  their  agent  in  the  purchase  of  ftirs  and  in  supplying  the  natives 
with  food  and  clothing. 

I  was  first  employed  by  the  Government  as  deputy     ExDerfenoe 
collector  of  customs  at  Unalaska  for  nearly  three  years,       ^p«"«^<»- 
from  1871  to  1873,  since  which  time  I  have  been  in  the  employ  of  the 
Company. 

During  the  twenty  years  which  I  have  been  stationed  in  various 
trading  posts  in  the  Bering  Sea  I  became  conversant  with  the  general 
question  pertaining  to  the  fur-sealing  industry  in  those  waters,  having 
bought  sealskins  both  from  natives  and  from  hunting  vessels.  I  have 
observed  that  by  far  the  larger  portion  of  skins  pur- 
chased by  me  were  taken  from  female  seals.  Not  less  maJeJuk^^.*^*"^^*" 
than  eight  out  of  every  ten  were  from  cows  with  pup 
or  in  milk.  I  have  often  bought  skins  taken  from  ow  seals  where  the 
young  pup  had  been  cut  out  of  the  mother  and  was  kept  alive  for  sev- 
eral days,  until  it  became  such  a  nuisance  from  constant  yelping  that  I 
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directed  it  to  be  killed,  as  it  would  Dot  eat  and  would  eventually  die  of 
starvation. 
The  larger  portion  of  skins  of  senls  purchased  by  me  at  stations  in 

the  Aleutian  Islands  were  caught  about  the  islands  on 

*  *gr«^»<>°-  their  way  north  to  their  breeding  grounds  at  St.  Paul 

and  St.  George.    1  have  learned  from  personal  observation  and  from 

conversations  with  parties  that  they  lose  in  killed  and  wounded  at 

Waste  of  life.         l^ast  two  out  of  cvcry  three  obtained.    Other  sealers 

have  told  nie  that  their  loss  is  much  gi*eater. 
From  my  personal  observation  I  know  there  has  been  a  very  great 
Decrease  dccrcasc  wilhiu  the  past  four  or  live  years  in  the  num- 

ber of  seals  found  in  the  Korth  Pacific  and  Bering 
Seas.    I  am  sure  the  decrease  is  caused  by  the  killing  of  ft  male  seals 

in  the  open  sea,  and  that  if  their  destruction  by  the 
indiscriDdDatc kiu-  indiscriminate  killing  ill  the  open  sea  is  i)ermitted  to 

continue  it  will  only  be  a  very  short  time  untD  the  herd 
will  be  entirely  destroyed. 
I  never  have  known,  and  do  not  believe  that  the  seals  at  the  Pribilof 

LaDdoniyonisiands.  }^}'^^'^^  ^^aul  up  ou  hiiid  auywhcrc  cxccpt  ou  those 

islands. 
I  never  have  been  eini)loyed  by  the  iiresent  lessees  of  the  seal  islands. 

0.  T.  Wagner. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clemekt  Bennett, 

Notary  l^ublic. 


Deposition  of  Kassian  Oorloi,  Indian  hunter  of  sea  otters  and  foxes. 

HABITS. 

Atka,  Nazan  Bay,  Atka  Island,  Aleutian  Chain, 

Territory  of  AlasMj  ss: 

Kassian  Gorloi,  a  native  and  resident  of  Atka,  56  years  of  age,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  Chief  of  the  native  settlement  at 
Atka,  and  have  lived  ou  this  and  neighboring  islands  all  my  life.  I  am 
a  hunter  of  sea-otter  and  foxes  by  occupation,  and  have  never  hunted 

Ex  erience  *^^  fur-seal  as  a  regular  thing.    In  the  months  of  Octo- 

xperence.  ^^^^  ^^^^  November,  after  a  blow  from  .the  northeast,  a 

few  scattering  gray-pups  are  occasionally  seen  in  groups  of  two  and 

three.    They  pass  from  Bering  Sea  into  the  Pacific,  and 
apg  m  gra  ng.       ^^  ^^^  linger  about  this  region.    I  have  killed  a  few  of 

these  pups  in  the  passes  of  Atka  and  Anilia  Islands  for  food,  and  did 
not  find  them  difiicult  to  approach  in  bidarka.    I  killed  ten  in  one  sea- 
son, about  the  year  1868,  using  a  spear,  and  never  lost  one  struck, 
although  they  do  not  float  long  after  being  killed,  usually  less  than  five 

minutes.    We  find  but  few  nowadays,  and  I  think  there 
ecrease.  there  are  less  fur-seals  than  there  were  formerly.    I  do 

not  know  the  reason  for  it.  I  have  never  seen  an  old  bull  or  a  full-grown 
fur  seal  about  these  islands.  I  do  not  know  through  what  passes  the 
seal  herds  move  to  and  from  the  Bering  Sea,  nor  the  time.  Schooners 
have  occasionally  been  seen  about  this  region  in  the  spring,  but  they 
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never  stayed  long,  and  I  do  not  tliink  they  got  any  skins.    1  have  never 
known  of  t'ur-seals  hauling  out  on  the  shores  or  floating 
kelp  patches  to  rest  or  breed  in  this  region.    I  have  ^SSt^  iXn<u?  **'' 
never  seen  a  mother  seal  or  a  black  pup  in  this  region. 

his 

KASSIAN  X  GORLOI. 

mark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  25th  day  of  May,  1892. 

Z.  L.  Tanner, 
Lieut' Commander  J  U.  8.  Navy. 

I,  Peter  Shaishnikoif,  hereby  swear  that  I  have  faithfully  and  truly 
interpreted  the  foregoing  aflftdavit  of  Kassian  Gorloi. 

Peter  Shaishnikofp. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  June,  1892. 

Z.  L.  Tanner, 
Lieut- Commander^  U.  S,  Navy. 


Deposition  of  Fud  Zaotehnoi^  Second  Chief  of  natives  of  Atlca  Island^  and 

hunter. 

HABITS. 

Atka,  Nazan  Bay,  Atka  Island,  Aleutian  Chain, 

Territory  of  Alaska,  ss: 

Pud  Zaotchnoi,  a  native  of  Amiia  Island,  of  the  Aleutian  Chain,  40 
years  of  age,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  Second  Chief 
of  the  natives  at  the  settlement  of  Atka,  Atka  Island,  Alaska,  and  am 
a  hunter  of  fur-bearing  animals,  principally  the  sea-otter     ^^  erfenc© 
and  fox ;  I  have  never  hunted  the  fur-seal.    The  fur-seal       ^^    ^^^' 
is  only  rarely  seen  about  this  region,  scattering  ones  be-  j^^jj^  ^^^^^  ■®®° 
ing  seen  occasionally  during  the  months  of  September,        ^     ^' 
October,  and  November,  traveling  from  the  northward  to  the  southward, 
through  the  passes  between  Atka  and  Amlia  Islands.    Those  seen  are 
always  gray  pups,  and  usually  appear  after  a  blow  from 
the  northeast.    The  most  I  ever  saw  in  any  one  year  was  an^Snl^^r  "^"  ^ 
about  a  dozen,  but  never  more  than  two  or  tliree  at  a 
time.    I  have  met  tbem  in  the  passes  while  hunting  in  a  bidarka.    I  have 
never  known  them  to  rest  on  the  shores  or  on  patches 
of  floating  kelp  m  this  region.    I  have  never  seen  large  ghS^  or*on  klip"^  ^^ 
bulls  or  fall-grown  fur-seals  in  this  region.    I  do  not 
know  thi'ough  what  passes  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  the     ignorant  of  move- 
fur-seal  herds  move  into  Bering  Sea,  nor  at  what  time  ™*"**- 
they  do  so.    1  have  seen  so  few  fur-seals,  and  never  any  but  a  few  scat- 
tering gray  pups,  that  I  am  unable  to  form  any  ideas  regarding  the 
decrease  of  the  fur-seal  species. 

his 

Pud  X  Zaotchnol 

mark 

Subscribed  and  swora  to  before  me  this  25th  day  of  May,  1892, 

Z.  L.  Tanner, 
Lieut  Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 
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I,  Peter  ShaishnikofiF,  liereby  swear  that  I  have  faithfdlly  and  truly 
interpreted  tlie  foregoing  affidavit  of  Pud  Zaotchnoi. 

Peter  Shaishnikoff, 

Interpreter 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  June,  1892. 

Z.  L.  Tanner, 
Lieut.'Coinmanderj  U.  S.  Navy, 


Deposition  of  Samuel  Kahoorofy  hunter. 

HABITS. 

Attu,  CniOHAGOF  Harbor,  Attu  Island,  Aleutian  Chain, 

Territory  of  Alaskkj  88: 

Samuel  Kahoorof,  a  native  of  Attu  Ishmd,  52  years  of  age,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  hunter  of  the  sea-otter  and  blue- 
fox,  and  have  lived  in  this  vicinity  all  my  life.    Have 
xpenonce.  ncvcr  huutcd  the  fur-seal.    Our  hunting  grounds  are 

about  Attu,  Agattu,  and  the  Semichi  Islands.  Have  seen  only  three 
fur-seals  in  this  region  in  twenty  years;  saw  them  in  May,  18tK),  travel- 
ing along  the  north  side  of  Attu  Island,  about  5  miles  off  shore,  and 

making  a  northwesterly  course.  They  were youngmales, 
vifit  Atui^isiimd.  °°*  I  think.    Fur-seals  do  not  regularly  visit  these  islands 

now,  but  about  twenty-live  or  thirty  years  ago  I  used 
to  see  small  squads  of  large  seals  during  the  mouth  of  June  feeding  and 
sleeping  about  the  kelp  patches  off  the  eastern  shores  of  Attu  and  Agattu 
^  Islands.    They  came  from  the  southward,  and  traveled 

^^  ""'  in  a  norttiwesterly  direction.    Never  saw  any  fur-seals 

east  of  the  Semichi  Islands,  and  do  not  think  those  of  the  Commander 
^  Islands  herd  42:0  farther  to  the  eastward  than  that. 

'^^*^'  They  decreased  in  numbers  gradually,  and  during  the 

last  twenty  years  have  only  seen  the  three  above  mentioned.    Have 
never  seen  a  nursing  or  mother  cow  or  a  black  or  gray  pup  in  this  re- 
gion, and  do  not  think  they  ever  visit  it. 
Do  not  know  of  any  rookeries  or  places  where  fur-seals  regularly  haul 

out  on  the  land  or  kelp  to  breed  in  the  Aleutian  Islands, 

Awtrau^isSidi?**"  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  think  there  is  such  a  i)lace.    Do  not  know 

where  the  old  bulls  spend  the  winter,  and  do  not  know 
the  routes  the  fur-seal  herds  take  in  their  migrations  to  and  from  the 

Commander  and  Pribilof  Islands;  neither  do  I  think 
HmiH  do  uot  in.x.  ^j^^  ^^^^^  j^^^.^j^  ^.^^^^  ^^^^^  enougli  together  in  these  lati- 
tudes to  mix.  Do  not  know  why  the  numbers  of  the  fur-seals  seen 
about  these  islands  are  now  less  than  in  former  years.  Sealing  schoon- 
ers do  not  frequent  those  islands;  last  August  three  of  them  came  in 
here  for  water,  and  then  went  south  in  a  day  or  two.  They  said  thejr 
liad  been  to  the  Commander  Islands. 

hirt 

Samuel  x  Kahoorof, 

mark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  May,  1892. 

Z.  L.  Tanner, 
Lieut- Commander^  U,  8.  Navy. 
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I,  Peter  ShaisnikofiF,  hereby  swear  that  I  have  faithfiilly  and  truly 
interpreted  the  foregoing  affidavit  of  Sanmel  Kahoorof. 

Peter  Shaishnikoff, 

Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  June,  1892. 

Z.  L.  Tanner, 
TAeut.'Commander^  U.  S.  Navy, 


Deposition  of  Uliah  Prokopie/y  native  hunter  of  otters  and  foxes. 

HABITS. 

Territory  of  Alaska, 

AttUy  Chichagof  Harbor^  Attn  Island,  Aleutian  Chain,  ss: 

Eliah  Prokopief,  a  native  of  Amchitka  Island  of  the  Aleutian  Chain, 
52  years  of  age,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  ^^  enence 
Am  a  hunter  of  the  sea  otter  and  blue  fox  and  have     ^p®"®'**^- 
lived  in  this  vicinity  all  my  life.    I  hunt  about  Attn,  Agattu,  and  the 
Semichi  Islands.    Have  never  hunted  nor  killed  a  fur  seal.    Fur  seals 
do  not  regularly  frequent  these  regions,  and  I  have 
seen  none  but  a  few  scattering  ones  in  twenty  years.  fu^a^ig^iS^vichfity^ 
Thirty  ye6.rs  ago,  when  the  Eussians  controlled  these 
islands,  I  used  to  see  a  few  medium  sized  fur-seals,  one  or  two  at  a  time 
in  the  summer,  generally  in  June,  traveling  to  the  northwest,  and  bound, 
I  think,  for  the  Commander  Islands.    The  farthest  east  I  have  ever  ob- 
served them  was  about  30  miles  east  of  the  Semichi 
Islands;  do  not  think  those  going  to  the  Commander  ^gTm^L^^,, 
Islands  ever  go  farther  east  than  that.    Those  most 
seen  in  former  times  were  generally  feeding  andsleeping  about  the  kelp 
patches  between  Attn  and  Agattu.  and  the  Semichi 
Islands,  where  the  mackerel  abounds.    They  decreased     ®*^''®®*®- 
in  numbers  constantly,  and  now  are  only  seen  on  very  rare  occasions. 
Have  seen  but  half  a  dozen  in  the  last  twenty  years;  they  were  large 
seals,  bulls  I  judged  from  their  size,  traveling  to  the  northwest,  about 
30  miles  east  of  the  Semichi  Islands.    This  was  in  May,  1888. 

Have  never  seen  any  pups,  black  or  gray^  or  nursing  female  fur-seals 
in  this  region,  and  do  not  think  they  ever  visit  it.    Do  not  know  of  any 
rookeries  in  the  Aleutian  Islands,  nor  any  places  where 
fur-seals  haul  out  regularly  on  the  land  or  kelp  to  breed  tioQ^^iXnd?**"'^^*"' 
or  rest  except  the  liussian  and  American  seal  islands 
of  Bering  Sea.    Do  not  know  where  the  old  bull  fur  seals  spend  the 
winter,  nor  what  route  the  fur-seal  herds  take  to  and  from  the  Com- 
mander and  Pribilof  islands,  nor  at  what  times  the  herds  pass  to  and 
fro.    Am  quite  sure  the  herds  do  not  come  near  enough  together  to 
mingle  in  these  regions.    Have  never  known  of  fur-  „   ,  ,     *    t    i 
seals  being  seen   between  Amchitka  and  a  point  oO 
miles  east  of  the  Semichi  Islands,    Do  not  think  there  are  noAV  as  many 
fur-seals   as  there  were  thirty  years  ago,  but  do  not  i>gc^.ago 
know  the  cause  of  the  decrease.     Sealing  schooners  do 
not  regularly  visit  these  isljinds.    Last  August  (1891)  three  of  them 
came  in  here  to  get  water,  but  only  stayed  a  few  hours  each;  they  had 
been  to  the  Commander  Islands  and  were  going  south. 

bis 

Eliaii  X  Prokopief. 

mark. 
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Subscribed  and  sworu  to  before  me  this  28tli  diiy  of  May,  1893. 

Z.  L.  Tanner, 
Lieutenant' Commander  J  U.  S,  Navy 

I,  Peter  Sbaislinikoff,  hereby  swear  that  I  have  faithfully  and  tnily 
iuterx)reted  the  foregoing  affidavit  of  Eliah  Prokopief. 

Teter  Shaisiinikoff, 

Interpreter, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  June,  1892. 

Z.  L.  Tanner, 
Lieutenant' Comyyiayider^  U.  S.  Navy. 


Deposition  ofFilaret  Prokopief j  agent  and  storekeeper  of  Alaska  Commer- 

cial  Company  y  on  Attu  Island,  and  fur -hunter. 

HABITS. 

Territory  op  Alaska, 

Attu^  Chichagof  Harbor,  Attu  Island,  Aleutian  Chain,  ss: 

Filaret  Prokopief,  a  native  of  Attu  Island,  Alaska,  23  years  of  age, 

being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  the  agent 
Kxperieuoe.  and  storekeeper  at  this  i)lace  for  the  Alaska  Commer- 

cial Compjiny,  which  position  I  have  held  for  the  last 
two  years.  My  occupation  is  that  of  a  hunter,  principally  for  the  sea- 
olter  and  fox;  never  for  the  fur-seal.    I  used  to  hunt,  before  I  was 

aeais  in     init    ^'*^^^^  agcut,  Jibout  the  Attu,  Agattu,  and  the  Semichi 
<*  VIC  1  y.  jy]jj^,j^jj^     J  iit3y(»p  gji^^y  lyyj^i  ouc  furscal  lu  thc  water.    It 

was  a  young  male  whi(5h  was  killed  in  this  bay  in  September  of  1884. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  fur-seal  rookery  or  other  plac*es 
ASirtianYsfauds.  ^^  wlicrc  fur  seals  haul  out  on  the  land  to  breed  or  rest  in  the 

Aleutian  Islands,  nor  where  the  old  bull  fur-seals  spend 
the  winter.    I  do  not  know  at  wliat  times  or  by  what  routes  the  seal 
fPrbi    ^^^^^  move  to  and  from  the  Bering  Sea;  have  heard 
lof  jmd  'cwnmauder  old  huntcrs  Say  tlic  Commander  Islands  herd  use  to 
^»*'''**"-  i)ass  close  to  the  western  shores  of  these  islands  on  their 

way  north. 

Fllaret  Prokopief. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  May,  1892. 

Z.  L.  Tanner, 
Lieutenant' Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

I,  Peter  Shaishnikoif,  hereby  swear  that  I  have  faithfully  and  truly 
interpreted  the  foregoing  affidavit  of  Filaret  Propkopief. 

Peter  Shaishnikoff, 

Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  Juno,  1892. 

Z.  L.  Tanner, 
Lieutoiant'Commander,  U.  IS.  Navy. 


TESTIMONY  TAKEN  ON  OR  NEAR  KADIAK  ISLAND 


Deposition  of  Isaac  M.  Lenardy  sea  otter  hunter^  residing  at  Belkofslcy^ 

Alaska, 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Isaac  Lenard,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saitli :  I  reside  at  Belkof- 
sky,  Alaska  Territory.    I  have  been  a  sea-otter  hunter     ^^  eHenco 
for  forty  years,  and  have  occasionally  raided  the  Eus-       ^^  *°**' 
sian  seal  islands.    When  on  a  raid  we  would  watch  for     Raids  on  BoMian 
a  favorable  opportunity  to  make  a  landing,  and  then  *«ia"da. 
kill  male  and  female  fiir-seals  indiscriminately.    Prob-  i>e«tructioii  of  pops, 
ably  for  every  500  marketable  skins  secured,  double 
that  number  of  pups  were  destroyed.    I  think  that  a     Protection    by    • 
close  season  between  the  months  of  February  and  No    ®  **®®  *®**<*°- 
vember  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  and  Bering  Sea  should  be  estab- 
lished in  order  to  prevent  the  extermination  of  the  fur-seal  species. 

I.  M.  Lenard. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Mubeay, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Andrew  Anderson^  sea-otter  hunter^  residing  on  Kadiak  Is^ 

land. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Andrew  Anderson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith :  I  reside  at 
St.  Paul,  Kadiak  Island,  Alaska  Territory.    I  am  a 
sea-otter  hunter  by  occupation,  and  am  now  master  ot     Experience, 
a  hunting  schooner.    While  engaged  in  hunting  dur- 
ing the  past  eighteen  years,  I  have  killed  more  or  less  fur-seals.    I 
usually   first   fall  in  with   fur-seals    off  Cooks  Inlet    ^     aroffcook'sin. 
about  the  first  of  June.    I  have  noticed  a  perceptible  let  a?!out*jun*e  ist. 
and  gradual  decrease  in  seal  life  for  the  past  few  years 
and  attribute  it  to  the  large  number  of  vessels  engaged     ^^°^^-  ^^"'^^^  o^- 
in  hunting  them  at  sea.    I  have  never  seen  a  fur-seal  ,  ^"p^  »<>*  ^"^J^iajf'f 

^   .S*  <      !_•   XI      •       x-i  A  J.  (luring  season  of  birth. 

pup  of  the  same  season's  birth  m  the  water  at  sea;     Pu  a  bom  oni 
neither  have  I  any  knowledge  of  any  being  born  else-  rookeSes^of  PriJiuS 
where  than  on  a  regular  rookery.  islands. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  any  rookeries,  or  any  place 
where  fur-seals   haul  up  on  the  land,  in  the  northern   hemisphere, 

317 


218  TESTDfONT 

other  than  those  far-seal  rookeries  on  the  several  seal  islands  of  Ber- 
ing Sea. 
My  experience  in  seal  hunting  is  that  a  maeh  greater  number  of  fe- 

Mncfa  ereatoT  nam    ™^^^^  ^^^    taken  at    sea  than  males  of  the  fdr-seal 
ber  of  fMuaiM  tai^.  si>ecies;  and  of  the  females^  the  majority  ai^  pregnant 

or  milking  cows.    I  believe  that  in  order  to  preserve 
far-seal  life,  pelagic  hunting  should  be  stopi>ed  abso- 


ProfaibitioD 

lately. 


his 
ANDBEW   +   A^^ERSON. 

mark. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Mueeay, 
United  State^t  Treiusury  Agent, 


Deposition  of  Charles  Arery^  sealer  {master),  residing  on  KadiaJc  Island, 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Charles  Avery,  a  resident  of  St.  Paul,  Koiliak,  Alaska,  being  duly 

swoni,  de]>osed  and  said:  I  am  captain  of  a  sealing 
Experience.  8cho<mer;  have  been  six  years  in  Alaska;  have  been 

hunting  seals  three  years.    I  start  the  season  oft*  Yaku- 

Seai8flr»t  appear  off  ^^^*    "^^^  ^^^^  scals  are  sccu  about  April  tirst.    We 

Yakutatlbout  April  follow  the  scals  back  and  forth,  as  schools  come  along. 

**^  We  use  rifles  and   shotguns.    Of  those  killed,   the 

number  saved  varies  with  the  skill  of  the  hunters. 

thoi^^ukSi^areS^  Last  year  we  lost  very  few.    About  90  i^er  cent  of 

niaie«;  majority  preg-  tliosc  savcd  are  fcmales,  and  the  gieater  number  with 

^^^  '  young.    The  females  sink  almost  inunediately  when 

PeUgic  birt,h   ira-  ®^^^?  ^^  heavy  A^ith  young.    It  is  not  i)ossible  to  dis- 
possibfe.  tinguish  sex  when  seals  are  swimming,  and  killing  is 

indiscriminate.    I  do  not  think  that  seals  can  be  born 

p^bSof'i^alldi^  **"  ^"  ^^^  water  and  live.    I  do  not  know  of  any  rookery 
H  an  8.        except  those  on  the  seal  islands  of  the  Bering  Sea. 

Charles  Avery. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  Vassili  Chichinoff  ct  al,j  native  fur  hunters. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Vassili  Chichinoff,  Timothy  Demidoft*,  Simeon  Reisoff,  Alamphy  Pes- 
tikoff,  Prokopy  Nankook,  Feodore  Anutak,  Evan  Grinolf,  and  Fe^dore 

Grinoff,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say:  We  are 

.xporience.  residents  of  St.  Paul,  Kadiak  Island,  Alaska,  and  are 

natives  of  Alaska.  Our  occupation  is  hunting  for  fiir-bearing  animals, 
principally  the  sea-otter. 
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We  all  have  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  coast  of  Alaska  from  Ka- 
diak  to  Unalaska,  and  know  of  no  fur-seal  rookeries 
other  than  those  on  the  seal  islands  of  Bering  Sea.  v^otuL^^.^  "" 
We  have  never  seen  fiir  seal  pups  of  the  same  season's 
birth  in  the  water  at  sea,  and  do  not  believe  it  possible     Pnps  can  be  reared 
for  them  to  be  successfully  reared  except  on  a  rookery.  <*"  y  **^  *  ">®  ^^• 
There  is  no  way  of  distinguishing  the  sex  of  for-seals  (except  large 
bulls),  in  the  water  at  sea,  nor  do  hunters  ever  make 
any  effort  to  do  so,  but  on  the  contrary  kiU  all  seals  j^^diBcriminMe  kiu- 
they  can  indiscriminately. 

Fur  seals  have  decreased  very  rapidly  during  the  last  five  years,  and 
we  believe  it  is  due  to  the  large  number  of  vessels  en-  •  pg^,,.^^^ 
gaged  in  hunting  them  at  sea. 

Knowing  that  pelagic  huntitfg  is  the  cause  of  the  decrease  in  fur-seal 
life,  we  are  in  favor  of  its  entire  and  absolute  suppres- 
sion and  prohibition  in  order  that  said  fur-seal  life  may  g^^^*****°  ^^^^^ 
be  saved  from  extermination. 

Vassili  Chichinoff.  [In  Russian], 

Timothy  Demtdoff.  [In  Russian]. 

Simeon  Riesoff  (his  x  mark). 

Alamphy  Pestikoff  (his  x  mark.) 

Prokopy  I^ankook  (his  x  mark). 

Feodore  Anutak  (his  x  mark). 

Evan  Grinoff.  [In  Russian]. 

Feodore  Grinoff  (his  x  mark). 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  Julius  Christiansen^  sea-otter  hunter  {master)^  residing  on 

Kadiak  Island. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Julius  Christiansen,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  I  reside 
at  St.  Pauls,  Kadiak  Island,  Alaska,  and  have  lived  in     ^^ 
the  Territory  for  the  past  ten  years.    I  am  an  otter       ^^  ®°**' 
hunter  by  occupation,  and  the  owner  of  a  schooner  engaged  in  that 
pursuit. 

Last  year  (1891)  I  hunted  for  seals  at  sea.    We  first  met  them  in  the 
region  of  Prince  William  Sound,  and  followed  them  to  the  vicinity  of 
the  Barren  Islands  oflf  Cooks  Inlet.   I  used  a  shotgun  almost  exclusively 
last  season,  and  lost  about  one-third  of  all  fur-seals     ^^^^  ^^  j.^^    ^ 
shot.    Of  those  secured,  the  larger  part  by  far  were  fe-  jority  of  thoge^tlecured 
males,  and  the  majority  of  these  were  pregnant  cows,  pregnant  females. 
It  is  impossible  to  distinguish  the  sex  of  the  fur  seal  in  the  water  at 
sea,  and  no  eftbrt  was  made  to  do  so.    We  killed  all  fur-      ^^^^^  iminate 
seals  indiscriminately.    Fur-seals  when  shot  dead,  sink 
almost  immediately.    I  never  knew  of  fur-seal  pups     Bom  only  on  a  rook- 
being  born  anywhere  except  on  a  rookery,  and  do  not  ery. 
belie ve  they  can  be  successfully  raised  under  other  con-     Rookery  only  on 
ditions.    Neither  have  I  any  knowledge  of  a  fur-seal  PribUof  islands, 
rookery  existing  anywhere  except  on  the  seal  islands  of 
Bering  Sea. 

J.  Ohbistiansen. 
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Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murkay, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  F,  F.  Feeny,  owner  and  master  of  hunting  vessel^  residing 

oil  Kadiak  Island. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

F.  F.  Feeny,  a  resident  of  Lon^  Island,  St.  Paul  Harbor,  Kadiak, 

ExierieDce  Alaska^  being  duly  sworn,  saith:  I  have  resided  in 

xjieneDce.  Alaska  over  twenty  years.    I  am  owner  and  captain  of 

a  hunting  and  trading  schooner.    I  have  been  along  the  coast  from 

XJniuiak  Pass  to  Sitka.    I  have  never  hunted  fur-seal  regularly,  but 

One-fifth  loHt.  havc  killed  them  when  I  came  across  them.    Of  seals 

Eighty  per  cent  of  killed,  about  four  out  of  fivc  are  saved.    Of  those  taken, 

llhM.'^in^ruT  ^OT  probably  four  out  of  five  are  females.    Most  all  of  the 

iniikiiii?.  females  taken  are  with  young,  or  mothers. 

There  is  no  way  that  I  know  of  to  distinguish  the  sex  of  a  seal  when 

iiKiiftcrinnnate  kill    ^*  ^®  ^"  *^®  watcr.    No  attempt  is  made  to  discrimi- 

inc.  nate  the  sex  so  as  to  kill  only  males.    The  seals  have 

i>iM;reaiie.  most  dccidcdly  decreased  in  number,  caused  by  the 

No  j)irth8  at  nea  or  coutinual  hunting  and  killing  in  the  open  sea.    I  have 

^^  ^  ^  never  seen  nor  heard  of  a  seal  born  at  sea  nor  on  kelp. 

T»J?M!^r/T  T^^  **"  I  ^^  ^^ot  know  of  any  rookery  other  than  those  of  the 

seal  islands  m  Bering  Sea.    In  my  opimon,  if  the  seals 
•a^^*^"^^""  °^®*'  ^^^  ^^^  harassed  and  hunted  at  sea  they  will  increase, 

and  to  preserve  them  from  extermination  pelagic  hunt- 
ing must  be  stopped. 

F.  F  Feeny. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Williain  Foster,  seal  hunter,  residing  on  Kadiak  Island. 

pelagic  sealing. 

William  FokUt,  a  resident  of  St.  Paul,  Kadiak,  Alaska,  being  duly 

sworn,  dei)osed  and  said:  1  am  a  hunter.    Have  been 

KxiMrienc^).  in  Alaskii  eightcicii  years.    Have  been  from  Icy  Bay 

to  Unalaska.    I  have  never  hunted  fur-seal  until  last 

^^  "«<*»  w*"  ii*'e.  year.    From  my  own  experience,  and  what  I  have  been 

ApiM-nr  off  Cooks  told  bv  otlicr  liuntcrs,  about  onc-lialf  of  tlic  scals  killed 

Jlr  ung«!yuiie"i-t"'^  «"»k-    ^'^»e  8^«ls  Jippcar  ofi  Cook's  Inlet  about  May  1st 

They  a])|)ear  oft*  Unga  .about  the  1st  of  June. 
A  seal  if  shot  dead  will  sink  almost  iumiediately.    In  my  opinion, 
Pwrt'usc.  seals  and  all  other  fur-bearing  animals  are  decreasing 

and  the  cause  is  pelagic  hunting.    I  do  not  know  of 
rHbUoriHiaildy  **°  *"*y  rookery  outside  of  the  seal  islands  of  the  Bering 

Sea,  nor  have  I  heard  of  any  other.    I  have  never  seen 
"**    rn  on     p.   p^pg  \^qj^^  qjj  j^^p  beds,  and  I  am  certain  they  can  not 
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live  and  thrive  on  kelp  beds.    In  my  opinion,  in  order     Prohibition  neceii. 
to  preserve  the  fur-seals,  aJl  pelagic  sealing  should  be  ^^' 
stopped. 

Wm.  Foster. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Edxcard  Nighl  Lawson^  sealer  {hunter),  residing  on  KadiaJc 

Island. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Edward  Nighl  Lawson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith :  1  re- 
side at  St.  Pauls,  Kadiak  Island,  Alaska,  and  have     ^^  erfence 
lived  in  the  Territory  for  the  past  twelve  years.    I  am       ^^^ 
a  sea-otter   hunter    by  occupation  and  am  well  acquainted  with  the 
Northwest  coast  from  San  Francisco  to  Unalaska. 

In  the  years  1878  and  1879  I  was  employed  as  a  fur-seal  hunter  on 
board  the  schooners  Favorite  and  Onward,  respect-      ^avonte  i878 
ively,  both  of  Victoria,  British  Columbia;  and  in  the      onuo! J.' isto.* 
years  1884  and  1885  I  was  engaged  in  the  same  capac- 
ity  on  the  schooners  Teresa  and  JSan  Diego,  respectively,     sanDUgo,  isss. 
both  hailing  from  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

In  the  Victoria  vessels  we  started  in  to  hunt  fur-seals  off  Cape  Flat- 
tery in  February  both  years,  following  the  seals  along     ^  ^^  huntin    ©a 
the  coast  as  far  as  the  Fair  Weather  ground.    In  the  capc^F?aiVe"ryin^^cV 
American  vessels  hunting  began   at  Sand  Point  in   ^^^^ 
June,  and,  working  on  with  the  main  herd  from  that  .  ^^  »*  Sand  Point 
vicinity,  we  followed  the  seals  through  Unimak  Pass  "* 
into  Bering  Sea.    Breech-loading  firearms  were  used  exclusively.    My 
own  success  as  a  hunter  was  a  catch  of  80  per  cent  of     cancht  so  per  cent 
all  fur  seals  killed.    I  have  killed  females  in  milk  in  of  thono  killed^ 
Unimak  Pass,  and  even  out  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  200  ,  j^"[''*"s   females 
miles  from  the  land.    We  can  not  distinguish  between 
the  sexes  of  fur-seals  in  the  water  at  sea,  nor  do  we  try  to.    On  the 
contrary,  everything  in  sight  is  taken  if  possible,  ex-         ^.  ^.^.j,  j.  ^  . 
cept  large  bulls,  whose  skins  are  worthless.    To  secure 
a  fur-seal  it  is  best  to  shoot  it  through  the  body,  as  it  will  float  longer 
than  if  shot  thronch  the  head.    Male  fur-seals   sink  „  ,    .  , . 
almost  instantly  when  shot  dead,  while  a  pregnant 
female  w  ill  float  for  several  minntes.    In  order  to  prevent  the  extermi- 
nation of  the  fur-seal  species  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
a  close  season  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  and  in  Bering  Heason^^*""^*^'^*^^"*** 
Sea  should  be  established  and  enforced  from  April  1 
to  November  1  of  each  year.    I  never  saw  a  pu])  seal  in  the  water  nor 
on  beds  of  kelp,  and  I  do  not  believe  it  possible  for     p^^    .^  ^.^^^^  .^^ 
them  to  be  raised  there.    I  know  of  no  rookeries  in  po88ib{?.^ 
the  North  Pacific  other  than  those  on  the  seal  islands  PHbUorishnuS^*''  "" 
of  Bering  Sea,  and  have  never  heard  of  any  others 
from  a  reliable  source. 

Edward  Nighl  Lawson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1802. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 
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Deporitian  of  William  RohdCy  hnnter  {mcu^ter)^  residing  on  Kadidk  Island. 

HABITS. 

William  Rohde,  being  duly  sworn,  dei)oses  and  says :  I  am  a  resident 
^  of  St.  Paul,  Kodiak,  Alaska,  and  am  captain  of  a  hunt- 

ing  and  trading  schooner.    I  have  resided  in  Alaska 
six  years,  and  in  all  that  time  followed  the  calling  of  a  hunter. 

Beginning  at  Cooks  Inlet,  in  the  spring,  we  find  seals 
iii^t^May^  ^^^^  oft*  the  inlet  in  May  traveling  westward  along  the  coast 

towards  the  Bering  Sea.    I  never  hunted  fur-seals,  but 

I  have  a  knowledge  of  their  habits  and  movements, 

•iwe!**^*^^^^^^*'  and  I  never  saw  a  pup  seal  in  the  water,  nor  on  a  bed 

of  kelp,  and  I  know  a  pup  seal  could  not  live  and 

thrive  on  a  kelp  bed.    I  know  of  no  place  where  fur- 

wSdi"^*''**^'*''*^^  seals  haul  out  on  land  except  the  seal  islands  of  Bering 

Sea,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  of  such  a  place. 

W.  ROITDE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Mubeay, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Peter  Titehenoffj  storekeeper  for  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 

pany^  residing  on  Kadiak  Island. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Peter  Titchenoff,  a  resident  of  St.  Paul,  Kodiak,  Alaska,  being  duly 

sworn,  deposed  and  said :  I  am  a  native  of  Alaska. 

pe  enco.  ^^  ^.^  years  old.    I  am  storekeeper  for  the  Alaska 

Commercial  Co.    I  am  acquainted  with  the  coast  from 

roS^eri^akJj^coas^^  Sitka  to  Kodiak.    I  do  not  know  of  any  rookery  along 

the  coast  nor  liave  1  ever  heard  of  any. 

Peter  Titchenoff. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

JOgjEPH  MUBBAY, 

United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  John  C.  Tolman^  United  States  deputy  collector  on  Kadiak 

Island, 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

John  C.  Tohnan,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  TJ.  S. 

deputy  collector.     licsid(»(l  nearly  two  years  at  Ko- 
xperienc«.  ^\2^^  m  Capacity  of  deputy  collector.    The  seal  are 

taken  off  Kodiak  Island  about  the  1st  of  June.  The  hunters  use  shot- 
guns and  rifles  exclusively  for  taking  seal.  I  think  that  fnmi  what  I 
have  been  able  to  learn,  about  half  the  seal  shot  are  lost,  the  hunters 

being  unable  to  secure  them  before  they  sink.    From 

pi?lnmnt*?einarc8.*°'  what  I  havc  becu  able  to  learn  the  majority  of  seals 

iiifiucriminate'kiii-  taken  arouud   Kodiak  are  females.     Hunters  use  no 

*°^'  discrimination  in  taking  seal,  but  kill  everything  that 

pokes  its  head  out  of  water  near  the  boat.    Sealers  rei)ort  that  seals 

^^^^  are  not  a«  plentiful  as  in  former  years.    Scarcity  of  seal 

can  be  attiibuted  to  no  other  cause  than  pelagic  hunt- 
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ing  and  the  indiscriminate  shooting  of  seals  in  the  open  sea,  both  in  the 
North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea.    I  have  never  known  ^^^^ 

any  fiir-seal  to  haul  out  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  any-       op"**?'© 
where  except  on  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

In  my  opinion,  pelagic  hunting  should  be  stopped  altogether  in  order 
to  give  the  seal  proper  protection.    I  have  resided  in 
Wraugel  the  la^st  year  and  a  half.    I  have  never  seen  a       ^      **"' 
fur  seal  in  any  of  the  inland  waters  of  Alaska,  npr  have  I  ever  heard  of 
any  being  in  the  inland  waters. 

John  C.  Tolman. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Nicholas  William  And ersen,  hunter,  Prince  William  Sound 

to  SennaTc  Islands. 

HABITS. 

!N^icholas  William  Andersen,  a  resident  of  Afognak,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  and  said:  I  have  been  in  Alaska  twenty  years;  I  have  been  a 
hunter  eighteen  years;  I  have  never  hunted  seals;  I     ^.^    ^^^^ 
have  been  along  the  (ioast  from  Prince  William  Sound       ^^  *°*^' 
to  Sennak  Islands.     Seals  are  first  seen  at  Prince  Wil-  pJS^Viii?£Ssound 
liam  Sound  about  May  1.     I  do  not  know,  nor  have  I  about  May  i. 
ever  heard  of  any  place  Adhere  seals  haul  out  or  breed     pum  bom  onjy  on 
except  the  seal  islands  of  the  Bering  Sea.    I  have  never  Pribilof  laian^u. 
seen  young  seals  born  at  sea,  nor  on  kelp;  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve they  can  live  on  kelp  beds.    If  seals  are  shot  dead  pj^jj^*®  ^^^  ^™' 
they  must  be  picked  up  at  once  or  they  will  sink.   For 
the  preservation  of  seal  life  pelagic  hunting  should  be  sa^^^*****"   °*^* 
stopped. 

K.  W.  Andersen. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Peter  G,  Muller,  sealer  (master),  residing  at  Afognak. 

habits. 

I,  Peter  C.  Muller,  a  resident  of  Afognak,  being  duly  sworn,  depose 
and  say :  That  I  have  been  in  Alaska  eight  years.    My  occupation  is 
hunter.    I  am  captain  of  a  hunting  schooner  and  start  the  season  off 
Cook's  Inlet.    The  first  seals  are  seen  about  May.    I 
have  never  been  hunting  seal,  and  have  no  experience  o/(?^8nSlt5'^ 
as  to  how  many  are  saved;  can  not  say  whether  the 
seals  are  increasing  or  decreasing  in  numbers.    I  have     ^^^  j,^^      ^^^^ 
never  known  or  heard  of  any  place  where  seals  haul  on  the  islands,  auS 
out  except  seal  island.    I  have  never  seen  any  pups  °***  ^™  ®°  ^®*p- 
born  on  kelp. 

Peter  0.  Muller. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 
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DepoHxtion  of  Nicoli  AjwJcchee,  Peter  Ahanlcook,  Stephan  LangwaJiCj 
lyfym  Monin^  Denis  Malzoffj  Wasyryon  O/kew^  Pavel  Ofkew^  and  Pavel 
Ringchook,  native  fur  hunter 8 j  residing  at  Fort  Alexander y  Cooks  Inlet 

habits:  decrease. 

Nieoli  Apokchee,  Peter  Abankook,  Steplian  Langwalic,  lyfym  Monin, 
Denis  Malzoff,Wasyryon  Ofkew,  Pavel  Of  kew,  and  Pavel  Kingcbook,  be- 
iiigduly  sworn,  deposeandsay :  That  we  are  nativesof  Alaska,  and  reside 
j,^     /  ^  at  the  settlement  knowni  as  Fort  Alexander,  on  Cooks  In- 

.xperience.  let,  Alaska  Territory.    We  are,  by  occupation,  hunters 

of  fur-bearinfj  animals,  excepting  the  fiir-seal,  and  have  been  engaged 
in  this  pursuit  the  greater  part  of  our  lives,  chiefly  in  this  region.    Fur- 

seals  usually  appear  in  the  vicinity  of  Cooks  Inlet  early 
c<iok8^iii?'t?'Mny  L  *  iu  tlic  mouth  of  May.     We  are  positive  that  the  ma- 
jority of  fur-seals  do  not  enter  Cooks  Inlet,  but  pass 
a<*ross  its  entrance,  following  the  coast  of  the  mainland.     We  have 

occasionally  observed  a  few  seals  which  had  strayed 
Ti?inuy  '''''  into  the  lower  bays  of  the  inlet,  but  they  have  only 

been  seen  at  long  and  infrequent  intervals.    There  are 

no  fur-seal  rookeries  in  this  part  of  Alaska. 

Fur-seals  were  formerly  observed  in  this  neighborhood  in  great  num- 

Decrease  bcrs,  but  of  latc  ycars  they  have  been  constantly  dimin- 

ecrease.  isliing,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  sealing  vessels 

engaged  in  killing  them.     We  have  never  seen  fur-seal  pups  about 

Pups  born  only  on  this  part  of  the  coast,  and  have  no  knowledge  of  any 

Pribiiof  iHianris.         bciug  bom  clsewlicre  than  on  the  rookeries  of  the  seal 

islands  in  Bering  Sea. 

KicoLi  Apokchee  (his  x  mark). 
Peter  AnANKooK  (his  x  mark). 
Stkpiikn  Langwalic  (his  x  mark). 
Iyfym  Monin  (his  x  mark). 
Denis  Malzoi  f  (his  x  mark). 
Wasyuvon  Ofkew  (his  x  mark). 
Pavel  Ofkew  (his  x  mark). 
Pavel  Eingchook  (his  x  mark). 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  Ax)ril,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  Maxwell  Cohen,  agent  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company ,  at 

Fort  Alexander y  Cook  Inlet 

PELAGIC    sealing. 

Maxwell  Cohen,  being  dnly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  I  reside  at 
Fort  Alexander,  Cook's  Inlet,  Alaska  Territory,  and  am  by  occupation 
the  agent  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Comi)any  at  this  place,  where  I 
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have  resided  for  the  past  tweiity-twe  years,  during  which  time  it  has 
been  my  duty  to  collect  and  otherwise  handle  liirs'and  skins  of  all  de- 
scriptions for  the  aforesaid  compnny.    I  have  observed  that  fur-seals 
first  appear  in   the  neighborhood  of  Cook's  Inlet  in 
small  schools  about  the  middle  of  April,  coming  Irom     Experience, 
the  southward,  and  increase   in   numbers  until   the     Migration 
latter  part  of  May,  traveling  along  the  coast  of  the 
mainland  from  the  eastward  to  the  westward,  but  never  i^fj{}l^^  ^    Pj?^ 
entering  Cook's  Inlet  above  Anchor  Point.    They  cross    "^"*^"^   p"   **• 
the  entrance  of  the  inlet  and  api)ear  off  the  mainland  again  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Cape  Douglass.     Seal  hunting  commenj^es  about  the  region  of 
Prince  William  Sound,  Alaska  Territory,  early  in  April. 
Native  hunters  secure  about  one-third  of  all  fur-seals     waste  of  hfe. 
killed  at  sea,  while  in  my  belief  white  hunters  secure  even  a  less  num- 
ber in  proportion  to  those  killed.    In  pelagic  sealing  no  distinction  is 
made  by  hunters  as  to  the  sex  of  the  seals,  the  killing     ^  ^. 
being  done  indiscriminately.    It  is  not  possible  to  dis-     ^"^i^^^^'^^^^J^^^^- 
tingnish  between  the  mjile  and  female  seals  at- sea  even  if  a  hunter  so 
desired,  and  this  is  the  reason  why  pelagic  seal  hunting  will  soon  result 
in  the  total  extfermination  of  the  species. 

I  do  not  know  of,  and  have  never  heard  of,  fur-seals 
landing  at  any  point  but  the  seal  islands  of  Bering  pribiiof  iSamuf  ^^ 
Sea. 

I  have  noticed  in  recent  years  a  great  decrease  in  seal  life,  which  I 
attribute  to  the  fact  that  they  have  been  so  persistently 
pursued  and  systematically  slaughtered  bypelagic  fur-       ^crease, 
seal  hunters.    After  twenty-two   years'  experience  in  Alaska  in  the 
fur  business  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  the  fur-seal  species 
is  to  be  saved  from  extinction  all  pelagic  seal  hunting 
must  cease,  as  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  female  gary!*^^^**^**"  ^^^^^' 
fur-seal  should  be  allowed  access  to  a  rookery,  in  order 
safely  to  deliver  her  young. 

M.  Cohen. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  1892. 

JOkSepii  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Mciry  Monin^  Nicoli  Noojoolc,  StqyJian  Toochylc,  Alexy  Ma- 
hagaky  Tekan  Ivanoff,  Alexander  Kamlook^  Peter  Charashook,  Stephan 
Apavelookj  Alcxy  Abakee,  Simeon  Tanapee,  Nicoli  Kashagak,  Tekan 
KookeWj  Pavel  AbanyngaiCj  and  Peter  Abangac,  native  fur-hunters  at 
Fort  Alexander,  Cook  Inlet, 

HABITS. 

Metry  Monin,  Nicoli  Noojook,  Stephau  Toochyk,  Alexy  Mahagak, 
Tekan  I vanoff,  Alexander  Kamlook,  Peter  Charashook,      ^^  erimco 
Stephan  Aparelook,  Alexy  Abakee,  Simeon  Tanapee,       »P<^rinco. 
Nicoli  Kashagak,  Tekan  Kookew,  Pavel  Abanyngaw,  and  Peter  Aban- 
gac,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say:  That  we  are  natives  of  Alaska, 
and  reside  at  the  settlement  of  Fort  Alexander,  Cook's  Inlet.  Alaska 
TerrRory.    We  are,  by  occupation,  hunters  of  fur  animals,  excepting 
the  lur  seal,  and  have  been  engaged  in  this  pursuit  all  our  lives,  chiefly 
in   this  neighborhood.    The  fur  seals  usually  appear 
about  Cook's  Inlet  early  in  the  month  of  May.    They  coasf LriT^May? 
were  formerly  ibund  in  this  region  in  great  uumbersi 
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but  of  late  years  they  have  been  constantly  diminishing,  owing  to  the 

^.reafle  niiuiber  of  sealing  vessels  engaged  in  killing  them, 

ecreafle.  They  do  not  enter  Cook's  Inlet,  and  there  are  no  ftir- 

N<)    rookeries   on  seal  rookeries  in  or  about  this  part  of  Alaska.    We 

*'**"****  have  never  seen  fur-seal  pups  about  this  part  of  the 

Born  only  on  the  cotist,  and  have  uo  knowledge  of  any  being  bom  outsidc 

islands.  ^f  ^]^^  Tookeries  Oil  the  seal  islands  of  Bering  Sea. 

Metry  Monin  (his  x  mark). 

NicoLi  I^oojooK  (his  x  mark). 

Stephan  Toochyk  (his  x  mark). 

Alexy  Mahagak  (his  x  mark). 

Tekan  Ivanuoff  (bis  x  mark). 

Alexander  Kamlook  (his  x  mark). 

Peter  Chahashook  (his  x  mark). 

Stephan  Apavelook  (his  x  mark). 

Alexy  Abakee  (his  x  mark). 

Simeon  Tanapee  (his  x  mark). 

NicoLi  Kashagak  (his  x  mark). 

Tekan  Kookew  (his  x  mark). 

Pavel  Abanyngaw  (his  x  mark). 

Peter  Abangac  (his  x  mark). 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  8t<ite8  Treasury  Agent. 


Dc2)ositio7i  of  Alexander  Shyha,  native  fur-hunter  at  Fort  Alexander^ 

Cook  Inlet. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Alexander  Shyha,  being  duljr  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  I  am  chief 
of  the  native  settlement  at  Fort  Alexander,  Cook^s  Inlet,  Alaska  Ter- 
ritory, and  am  by  occupation  a  hunter  of  all  fur-bearing  animals  found 
in  this  vicinity  excepting  the  fur-seal.    I  am  a  native  of  Alaska,  and  have 

resided  all  my  life  in  the  Territory.    My  occupation  as 
Experience.  &  huuter  has  taken  me  along  the  coast  and  to  the  sea  a 

distance  of  from  20  to  30  miles  from  the  coast.    In 

former  years  I  found  great  numbers  of  fur-seals,  but  within  the  last 

Increase  ^^^^  ycars  I  have  observed  that  they  have  greatly  dimin- 

""***  ished  in  numbers,  so  that  now  1  do  not  find  any  off 

Cape  Elizabeth  and  the  adjacent  region,  where  formerly  they  abound^. 

1  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  any  fur-seal  rookery  out- 
Bidi**oTi}J"HnV  ^^^^^  ^^  Bering  Sea.    The  fur-seals  usually  appear  off 

this  part  of  the  coast  about  the  month  of  May,  but 
they  do  not  enter  Cook's  Inlet.    The  disai)pearance  of  the  fur  seal  is 

due  to  the  killing  by  pelagic  seal  hunters,  who  appear 

laJkloaiinK."'^*^*'^'  "^  ^«^S®  nuiubcrs  off  this  part  of  the  coast,  and  the 

scarcity  of  the  fur-seals  is  in  proiKution  to  the  number 

of  vessels  engaged  in  seal  hunting.    1  have  never  seen  a  fur-seal  pup 

in  this  region,  and  know  that  they  are  not  born  outside 
ir    o  pups.         ^^^  rookeries  on  the  seal  islands  in  the  Bering  Sea. 

hia 

Alexander  Calynac  x  Suyua. 

mark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  /States  Treasury  Agent. 
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Deposition  of  John  Andrew  Bradley,  resident  of  Coal  Pointy  CooVs  Inlet. 

PELAGIC  SEALING.  _ 

John  Andrew  Bradley,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith :  I  reside 
at  Coal   Point,  on  Kacbekmak  Bay,   Cook's    Inlet, 
Alaska,   and  have  lived  in  this  immediate  vicinity       »p«"«nc«- 
for  the  past  four  years.    I  have  traveled  extensively  along  all  the 
Northwest  Coast  during  the  past  twenty-two  years,   and  am  well 
acquainted  with  it.    I  have  had  no  personal  practical  exi)erienee  in 
fur-seal  hunting,  but  at  the  same  time  have  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  in- 
dustry.   It  is  not  possible  to  make  any  distinction  between  males  (other 
than  large  bulls)  and  females  of  the  fur-seal  species  at  sea,  and  there  is 
none  attempted.    Full-powered  bulls  ure,  however,  readily  recognized 
at  sea  by  their  much  larger  size  and  darker  fur;  they  are  seldom  taken 
their  pelts  being  comparatively  valueless.  The  slaugh-  ' 

ter  is  therefore  indiscriminate,  the  object  being  to  se-  j^^disoriminate  km- 
cure  all  the  skins  possible.    Fur-seals  sink  almost  in- 
stiintly  after  being  struck,  and  unless  picked  up  immediately  can  not 
be  recovered.    It  is  my  honest  belief  that  for  every  fur-seal  skin  obtained 
by  pelagic  sealers,  at  least  five  other  seals'  lives  are  ta-     Five-gixths  kwt 
ken  I  believe  that  the  decrease  in  fur-seal  life,  which  has 
been  constant  of  late  years,  is  due  principally  to  the     Tw^eoge. 
number  of  vessels  engaged  in  hunting  them  at  sea.    I 
have  never  seen  any  but  a  few  straggling  seals  in  Cook's  Inlet,  and 
these  only  on  rare  occasions.    I  have  never  heard  of  any  fur-seal  rook- 
eries in  the  North  Pacific  other  than  those  on  the  seal  islands  of  Bering 
Sea;  and  am  positive  that  none  exist  in  the  vicinity  of 

Cook's  Inlet.  A  CaptainErratt,of  San  Francisco,  last  c^k's'iSiet!*^  °^ 
year  induced  parties  of  that  place  to  fit  out  the  schooner 
Lily  L,  on  the  face  of  his  positive  statement  that  a  fur-seal  rookery 
existed  in  the  vicinity  of  Cook's  Inlet.  The  enterprise  was  a  total  fail- 
ure, however,  no  rookery  being  found,  although  a  long  and  diligent 
search  was  made  for  it.  It  is  my  opinion  that  for  the 
proper  preservation  of  fur-seal  life,  all  pelagic  hunting  ^j^^^*^*****"  '^^^^^ 
should  be  stopped  absolutely. 

John  A.  Bradley. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Ayent. 


Deposition  of  John  Duff,  agent  of  the  Cooper  Coal  and  Commercial  Com- 
pany, at  Coal  Point,  CooJ^s  Inlet. 

HABITS. 

John  Duff,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith :  I  reside  at  Coal 
Point,  on  Kachemak  Bay,  Cook's  inlet,  Alaska,  and  have  lived  in  the 
Territory  for  the  last  five  years.  I  am  the  agent  for  ^^  ^^ 
the  Cooper  Coal  and  Commercial  Company  at  this  ^P«ri«nc«- 
place,  and  have  no  peisonal  knowledge  of  ftir-seal  life.  At  Afognak, 
where  I  was  for  two  yenrs  engaged  in  fur  trading,  handling  skins  and 
furs  of  all  descriptions,  I  observed  that  the  fur-seals  pirst  appear  off  a  f. 
first  appeared  off  that  part  of  the  coast  in  small  num-  opsnak  i8iand**about 
bers  about  the  latter  part  of  of  the  month  of  April,  lattorpartof  Apru. 
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They  were  most  numerous  towards  the  middle  of  June,  passing  in 
schools  trom  the  eastward  to  the  westward,  following  general  trend  of  the 
coast.    I  have  traveled  extensively  through  the  Tenitory  from  Sitka  to 

the  Yukon  Kiver,  and  am  positive  that  no  fur-seal  rook- 
PriSiofltiandsf  **"  ^^^s  exist  in  the  region  other  than  those  on  the  seal 

islands  of  Bering  Sea.    Neither  have  I  ever  heard  any 
reliable  information  of  the  existence  of  other  fur-seal  rookeries. 

John  Duff. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Frederick  SJcibhy,  miner,  residing  at  Coal  Point,  CooMs  Inlet. 

HABITS. 

Frederick  Skibby,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith :  I  reside  at 

Ex    rience  ^^^^  Poiut,  Kachcmak  Bay,  Cook's  Inlet,  Alaska,  and 

xpe  ence.  havc  livcd  in  the  Territory  for  the  past  seven  months. 

No  seaiH  enter  in-  exclusivcly  at  tliis  phicc.    I  uui  a  coal  miner  by  occupa- 

au<  wa  crs.  ^.^^^  ^^^^  liavc  uo  kuowlcdgc  of  furscal  life.    I  have 

ciuit\  "***^*^'^  ^  ^^    never  seen  a  fur-seal  in  the  waters  of  Cook's  Inlet, 

and  do  not  think  any  fur-seal  rookery  exists  in  this 
vicinity,  as  otherwise  I  believe  I  should  have  heard  of  it. 

Fred  Skibby. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  April,  1892. 

JosKPH  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  James  Wilson,  agent  for  the  Northern  racking  Company  at 

Fort  Kcna'u  Cooks^s  Inlet. 

HABITS. 

James  Wilson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  I  reside  at  the 
settlement  known  as  Fort  Kenai,  Cook's  Inlet,  Alaska,  and  liave  lived 
in  the  Territory  for  the  past  twenty-three  years,  chiefly  in  this  region. 

I  am  at  i)ie.sent  agent  for  the  Northern  Pa<*king  Com- 

xpe  enoe.  pauy  at  Fort  Kenai,  and  hjive  no  practical  knowledge 

of  fur-seal  life.    There  is  a  hair-seal  rookery  in  the  northern  jjart  of 

Cook's  Inlet,  on  Kalgin  Island,  about  latitude  60°  30'  north.    I  have 

..  ^        ,   ,   ,     never  known  fur-seals  to  come  up  into  Cook's  Inlet, 

r*o  fur  soals  In  in-       ^  a        i         -r*    •    a.  j  vi.*        xi     j.  x»  \ 

land  waters.  abovc  Auchor  PoHit,  and  am  positive  that  no  lur-seal 

rookery  exists  in  the  region ;  neither  have  I  ever  heard 
.No  rookery  on  coast.  ^^  fur-seal  iookcii(»s  in  the  northern  hemisphere  other 

than  those  on  the  seal  islands  of  Bering  Sea. 

James  Wilson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  tliis  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

JosKPH  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent,    - 
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Deposition  of  Ivan  Alexanilroff  and  Feodor  Balcustoffj  priest  and  chief 
respectively^  of  natives  at  JSoldovoi,  Cook^s  Inlet, 

habits:  decrease. 

John  Alexaudrott*  and  Feodor  Barastoff,  being  duly  sworn,  depose 
and  say:    We  are  respectively  the  priest  and  chief  of  the  natives  at 
the  settlement  known  as  Soldovoi,  on  Cook's  Inlet,  Alaska,  and  have 
lived  in  the  immediate  vicinity  all  our  hves.    We  are,  by  occupation, 
hunters  of  all  fur-bearing  animals,  excepting  the  fur- 
seal.    We  have  had  no  experience  in  hunting  fur-seals,       ^p«"ence. 
because  we  are  informed  that  it  is  unlawful.    Our  occupation  does  not 
take  us  below  the  entrance  to  Cook's  Inlet,  in  a  line  from  Cape  Eliza- 
beth on  the  peninsula  to  Cape  Douglass  on  the  main-     ^    ^^^  ^^     ^^^^ 
land  opposite.    In  the  latter  part  of  June  and  the  first  inieJ^hitto/  parr  of 
part  of  July  a  few  straggling  fur-seals  are  seen  about  J^noauidarutof  juiy. 
the  entrance  to  the  inlet,  but  the  actual  time  of  their  appearance  is  un- 
certain.   Fur-seals  were  formerly  much  more  i>lentiful, 
however,  but  of  late  years  are  becoming  constantly     ^«^^«»«  ^^  «^J«- 
scarcer.    This  is,  we  think,  owing  to  the  number  of  vessels  engaged  in 
hunting  them  at  sea.    We  have  never  heard  of,  and     ^ 
have  no  knowledge  of,  fur-seal  pups  being  born  else-  PribilSfiBiSidS/ **° 
where  than  on   the   rookeries  of  the  seal  islands  in 
Bering  Sea,  nor  do  we  know  of  any  rookeries  other  pribiiof  isUndi!^  ^^ 
than  those  above  mentioned.    No  fur-seals  are  ever  seen 
in  Cook's  Inlet  above  Anchor  Point.    We  believe  that     ProWbition  necea 
in  order  to  permanently  preserve  lur-seal  life  pelagic  ^^^' 
hunting  should  be  stopped. 

Ivan  Albxandboff. 

his 

Feodor  x  Bakastoff. 

mark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 


Deposition  of  Ivan  CanetaJc,  Michaeler  Balaahoffj  Nicoli  InloOj  Sacar  Ba- 
lashoff^  Nicoli  N'icoli,  Sa3-%r  Rolyah^  an  I  N'iooli  Inloo,jr.j  native  fur 
hunters  on  Cooks  Inlet. 

PELAGHO  SEALINa. 

Ivan  Canetak,  Michaeler  Balashoflf,  Nicoli  Inloo,  Sacar  Balashoff, 
I^icoli  Nicoli,  Sacar  Kolyah,  and  Nicoli  Inloo,  jr.,  being  duly  sworn ,  de- 
pose and  say:  We  reside  at  the  settlement  known  as 
Soldovoi,  on  Cook's  Inlet,  Alaska,  and  have  lived  in  the       '^p®"^"^®- 
immediate  neighborhood  all  our  lives.    We  are,  by  occupation,  hunters 
of  all  fur-bearing  animals,  excepting  the  fur-seal,  which  we  do  not  hunt 
because  we  have  been  told  it  is  unlawful.    In  the  latter     ^     ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^ 
part  of  June^and  the  first  part  of  July,  while  engaged  of  j^me^aboutT^kg 
in  hunting,  we  have  observed  fur-seals  about  the  en-  ^°^®^- 
trance  of  the  inlet,  passing  to  the  westward;  but  have  never  seen  any 
above  Anchor  Point.    They  were  formerly  much  more     Decrease 
plentiful  than  now,  which  is  owing,  we  believe,  to  the 
number  of  vessels  engaged  in  killing  them  at  sea.    We  have  never 
known  of  fur-seal  pups  beingborn  elsewhere  than  on  the     ^^^  ^^^ly  on  ph. 
rookeries  of  the  seal  island  in  Bering  Sea.    Neither  buof  laiaud*. 
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Rookeries  only  on  have  we  any  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  any  fiir- 
PribUof  Islands.  g^j^j  rookerics  other  than  those  above  mentioned.  We 
Prohibition  neces-  believe  that,  in  order  to  permanently  preserve  fiir-seal 
'*^'  life,  all  pelagic  hunting  should  be  stopped. 

Ivan  Canetak  (his  x  mark). 

MiCHAELER  Balashoff  (his  X  mark). 

KicOLi  INLOO  (his  X  mark). 

Sacab  Balashoff  (his  x  mark). 

NicoLi  NicoLi  (his  X  mark). 

Sacak  Kolyah  (his  x  mark). 

KicoLi  iNLOO,  jr.  (his  x  mark). 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  before  me,  this  9th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Elia^  Esaiossen^  miner ^  at  Soldovoij  Cooks  Inlet 

habits. 

Elias  Esaiossen,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith :  I  reside  at 

the  settlement  known  as  Soldovoi,  on  Cook's  Inlet^ 

sJas^in^Tniet^above  -^^^ska,  and  havc  lived  in  the  immediate  neighborhood 

Anchor  Point.  four  years.    lam  a  miner  and  prospector  by  occupa- 

tion, and  have  no  knowledge  of  or  experience  in  far- 

the  inlet  above  seal  life.    I  have  never  seen  fiir-seals  in  the  waters  of 

Anchor  Point,  and  am  i)ositive  that  no  fur-seal  rook- 

regiSn!^^*^  ^  *^*  ^^.V  ^^xists  in  the  region,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  of  any 

other  rookeries  than  those  on  the  seal  islands  of  Ber» 

ing  Sea. 

Eltas  Esaiossen. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  Ai)ril,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Vassili  Feodor^  native  fur  hunter,  CooJc's  Inlet. 

HABITS. 

Vassili  Feodor,  being  duly  sworn,  deiwses  and  saith :  I  am  a  native 
of  Alaska,  and  reside  at  the  settlement  known  as  Soldovoi,  on  Cook's 

Inlet,  Alaska,  where  I  have  lived  all  my  life.    1  am  by 
Experience.  occupatiou  a  liuuter  of  all  fur-bearing  animals  except 

the  fur-seal,  which  1  am  told  it  is  unlawful  to  kill.    1  have  observed 
A     ar    off  ca      ^^^^®  engaged  in  hunting  sea-otter,  that  fur  seals  first 
Kiizullfth  nbont  mid-  appear  off  tliis  ])art  of  the  coast  in  the  vicinity  of  Cai>e 
die  of  April.  Elizabeth,  about  the  middle  of  the  month  of  April, 

and  are  most  numerous  about  the  middle  of  June.  They  move  a^'ross 
the  mouth  of  the  inlet  from  the  eastward  to  the  wc^stward  in  schools. 
1  have  observed  a  few  scattering  fur  seals  in  the  lower  part  of  Cook's 

Inlet,  but  only  at  long  and  irregular  intervals;  I  have 
Aui^ho7poiut*    ^^     never  seen  a  ftir-seal  in  the  waters  of  Cook's  Inlet  above 

Anchor  Point.    Fur-seals  were  fornu^rly  much  more 
Decrease.  Dumcrous  than  of  late  years,  and  are  each  year  becoming 

constantly  scarcer.    I  believe  this  decrease  is  due  to 
Cause.  the  number  of  vessels  which  are  engaged  in  hunting 


TAKEN  IN  COOK'S  INLET.  231 

them  at  sea.    I  have  never  heard  of  iur-seal  pups  be- 
ing born  anywhere  except  on  a  rookery;  and  I  have  no     pnp«  bom  only  on 
knowledge  of  any  fur-seal  rookeries  in  Alaska  other  rookerifs  on  PribUof 
than  those  on  the  seal  islands  of  Bering  Sea.    I  think  ^'*^*°*^* 
fur-seals  would  increase  if  all  hunting  at  sea  was  stopped. 

hiB 

Vassilt  X  Feodob. 

mark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  A.  J.  Guilds  sealer  and  miner j  at  Coolers  Inlet. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

A.  J.  Guild,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith :    I  reside  at  the 
settlement  known  as  Soldovoi,  on  Cook's  Inlet,  Alaska,  and  have  lived 
at  settlements  along  the  coast  between  Sitka  and  Cook's  Inlet  for  the 
past  eleven  years.    I  am  a  miner  by  occupation,  but 
formerly    followed   the  sea.    I  was  for  two  seasons       ^®  ®°^* 
employed    by    parties    in    Port   Townsend,  Washington,   as  a  sea- 
man on  board  of  sealing  schooners  clearing  fix)m  that  place.    Their 
hunters  were  all  natives,  who  came  from  Neeah  Bay,Washington.    Fur- 
seals  were  first  met  off  Cape  Flattery  as  early  as  the     ^     ar  off  c  a  e 
first  part  of  the  month  of  January,  and  increased  in  Fiattery^firatpart^of 
numbers  until  the  early  part  of  June,  diminishing  again  Ja»"»ry. 
towai'ds  the  latter  pai-t  of  the  month.    Their  migratory  movement  is 
from  the  southward  to  the  northward,  following  the     ^j     ^^^^ 
general  trend  of  the  coast  line.    They  first  approa<3h         ^^ 
the  coast  en  masse  about  Cape  Flattery,  but  I  have  known  of  stragglers 
being  seen  as  far  south  as  Coos  Bay.    The  vessels  in  which  I  sailed 
followed  the  seals  up  the  coast  of  Vancouver  Island  as  far  north  as 
Clayoquot  Sound,  at  which  point  we  left  them  in  the  latter  part  of  July, 
owing  to  their  scarcity.    Other  and  larger  vessels  followed  them  to  a 
greater  distance,  generally  going  up  into  Bering  Sea,  and  keeping  along 
with  the  main  herds. 

The  native  hunters  used  spears  exclusively  in  hunting  the  seals,  and 
secured  fully  two-thirds  of  all  struck.    I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  with  firearms  not  more  than  one-third  of  by^uves  with^n^! 
the  animals  shot  are  actually  secured.    Of  the  skins     ono  third  with  fire- 
taken  in  this  region  fully  nine-tenths  are  pregnant  and  *^fnety    per  cent 
milking  females,  but  I  never  saw  a  young  pup  in  the  1^^^^^  °^  milking 
water.    Large  bulls  were  never  taken,  their  skins  be-    * 
ing  practically  valueless.    Among  all  other  fur  seals  at  sea  no  distinc- 
tion is  possible  and  none  is  attemi)ted.    The  killing  is 
indiscriminate,  the  object  being  to  secure  all  the  pelts  .^i"di«<^'^i°»i°^t«  ^iii. 
possible.     Bulls  are,  however,  readily  recognized  at 
sea  by  their  larger  size  and  darker  fur. 

Females  are  most  ])lentiful  about  the  Vancouver  coast  from  the  mid- 
dle of  May  to  the  end  of  June,  very  few  others  being  secured  during 
that  period,  the  males  having  mostly  gone  north  previously. 

Pregnant  female  seals,  being  heavy  and  stupid,  and  sluggish  of  move- 
ment, are  more  easily  approached,  and  in  consequence  a  greater  pro- 
portionate number  of  them  are  secured. 
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■ 

Fur-seals  sink  almost  invariably  in  less  tLan  tlirec  minutes  after  l)C3- 
ing  killed,  and  jjravid  cows  much  quicker. 

They  should  be  approached  from  the  lee  side  quietly,  and  picked  up 

as  soon  after  being  struck  as  possible  in  order  to  secure  them.    I  am 

^  de(5idedly  of  the  opinion  that  fur-seal  life  has  consid- 

erably  decreased  of  late  years,  and  believe  it  is  due 
principally  to  pelagic  sealing.    I  have  never  lieard  of,  nor  have  no 

knowledge  of  fur-seal  pups  being  born  elsew^here  in 
pribSof  ^ISmds.^^  ^^  ***^  northern  hemisphere  than  on  the  rookeries  of  the 

seal  islands  of  Bering  Sea.    Neither  do  I  know  of  any 
other  rookeries  than  the  aforesaid.    It  is  my  opinion,  that  for  the  proper 

preservation  of  fur-seal  life  all  pelagic  hunting  should 
prohibition    nocee- 1^^  prohibited  and  stopped  absolutely,  as  I  think  the 

fenmle  ^eal  should  have  access  to  a  rookery  in  order 
safely  to  deliver  her  young. 

A.  J.  Guild. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  this  9th  day  of  April,  1802. 

Joseph'  Mukray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


J)q)osition  of  Robert  MichaelseUj  miner  and  prospector,  residing  at  Soldo- 

voiy  Coolers  Inlet. 

HABITS. 

Robert  Michaelsen,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith :  T  reside  at 
the  settlement  known  as  ^oldovoi,  on  Cook's  Inlet,  Ahuska,  and  have 
lived  in  the  Territory  for  the  past  ten  years,  chieHy  at  settlements 
along  the  coast  between  Sitka  and  ('ook's  Inlet.    lam  a  miner  and 

prospector  by  occupjition,  and  have  never  had  any  ex- 

Exi>€rieiice.  perience  in  sealing.    I  have  become  well  acquaijited 

with  the  coast  while  engaged  in  my  business  of  prospecting,  traveling 

along  it  in  a  canoe  and  entering  all  bays,  inlets,  streams,  etc.,  between 

the  i)oints  above  mentioned,  and  am  positive  that  no 
coMt  '^'^^*^"®*  *^""*^  rookeries  exist  in  that  n^gion.   In  Cook's  Inlet  the  water 

is  verv  nmddv  above  Anchor  Point,  and  I  have  never 

known  fur  seals  to  be  seen  beyond  it.    Below  that  point 
Am}hor*ro?nt°  ^^^'^^^  *  fcw  Stragglers  are  occasionally  observed,  but  never 

more  than  two  or  three  at  a  time. 

Robert  Michaelsen. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Trea%ury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  John   W.  Smith,  agent  of  yori 

Company,  at  Soldovoi,  CooVs 


orth  American  Commercial 
Inlet. 


pelagic  sealing. 


John  W.  Smith,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at 

the  settlement   known  as  Soldovoi,  on  Cook's  Inlet, 
xzp«riMioe.  Alaska.    I  have  lived  in  the  Territory  for  the  past 
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twenty-four  years,  chiefly  at  trading  posts  along  the  coast  of  Alaska, 
between  Prince  William  Sound  and  the  Yukon  Kiver,  in  the  employ  of 
fur- trading  comi)anies.    I  am  at  present  the  agent  of  the  North  American 
Commercial  Company  at  this  place,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  trade  in,  and 
otherwise  handle  furs  and  skins  of  all  descriptions.    Fur-seals  first 
appear  off  the  coast  of  the  mainland,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Port  Etches,  early  in  the  month  of  April,  pro-     ^'^'^*^«°- 
vidiiig  the  winter  has  been  one  of  average  duration.    I  believe  the 
severity  of  the  winter  si-ason  has  a  direct  bearing  on  the 
time  of  the  movement  northward  of  the  fur-seals,  as  I    Efi^^*^*«f  «^""«^- 
have  observed  that  if  it  has  been  an  open  one,  they  appear  at  an  earh'er 
date;  while  after  an  unusually  severe  one,  the  seals  are  later  in  making 
their  appearance.    Fur  seals  travel  in  large  schools,  which  follow  each 
other  closely.     The  annual  migration  of  their  entire  number  occupies 
from  three  to  four  weeks  in  passing  a  i)oint  in  the  region  of  Prince 
William  Sound,  and  they  move  from  the  southward  and  eastward  to  tlie 
northward  and  westward. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  fur-seal  life  has  considerably 
diminished  within  the  past  few  years,  which  fact  I  at-     ^ 
tribute  to  the  large  number  of  vessels  which  have  been 
engaged  in  pelagic  seal  hunting  of  late  years.    Breech- 
loading  fireanns  (rifles  and  shotguns)  are  the  instru-      s^^^'^e  «««!«• 
ments  principally  employed  by  pelagic  fur-seal  hunters,  both  native  and 
white.    By  means  of  these  weapons  a  greater  number  of  skins  are  se- 
cured in  a  season  than  when  spears  are  used;  but  the 
I)roportion  of  seals  struck  and  losty  to  those  actually        *****     ®* 
secured,  is  much  less  w^hen  the  spear  is  used.     It  is  im- 
possible to  distinguish  between  male  and  female  seals     S6x  inaistin^uiah. 
at  sea,  even  if  the  hunters  so  desired,  except  in  the  *     *°  ^^*'^'"' 
case  of  full-powered  bulls,  when  they  are  readily  recognized  by  their 
greatly  superior  size.    Large  bulls  are  rarely  taken.    No  distinction  is 
thought  of  by  pelagic  seal-hunters,  and  the  killing  is 
done  indiscriminately,  the  object  being  to  secure  as  j^^discrimiuato  kiu- 
many  skins  as  possible.    Fur-seals  taken  in  the  open 
sea  must  be  struck  in  moderately  calm  weather,  and  picked  up  imme- 
diately afterwards  in  order  to  secure  them  before  sinking. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of,  and  have  never  heard  of,  the  existence  of 
any  fur-seal  rookeries  in   the  northern    hemisphere,     ^^     xr  - 
other  than  those  on  the  seal  islands  of  Bering  Sea.    I  on  isiamis!"^^^*^*^^ 
have  never  known  of  fur  seal  pups  being  born  else-     jfopnps  bom  eUo- 
where  than  on  the  aforesaid  rookeries.    It  is  my  belief  where, 
that  for  the  permanent  preservation  of  fur-seal  life,  all     Absolute    prohiw. 
pelagic  hunting  should  be  prohibited  absolutely.  tiou  necessary. 

John  W.  Smith. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 
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Deposition  of  NicoU  Qregoroff  et  al. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Nicoli  Gregoroff,  Peter  Adungan,  Pavel  SLiineakiii,  Anton  Kalishni- 
kofi*,  Avakoon  Kalislinikoff,  JVfiron  Aliman,  Timofe  Ohayba,  Afanasse 
Malick,  Marka  Koosche,  Giorgi  Agooklook,  Gregory  Aogay,  Makar, 
Choomovitsky,  Yakoff  Abakoo,  and  Evan  Chooniovitsky,  being  duly 
sworn,  depose  and  say:  We  are  natives  of  Alaska,  and  reside  at 
Port  Etches,    Prince  William    Sound,    Alaska,   and  have   lived   in 

the  Territory  all  of  our  lives.    We  are  hunters  of  fur- 

xperence.  bearing  animals,  and  are  well  acquainted  with  the 

coast  line  of  this  region.    In  the  latter  part  of  March  a  few  fur-seal 

Appear  in  Prince  ^^ually  first  make  their  appearance  in  Prince  William 
William  soand  in  lat.  Soiuid,  and  are  most  plentiful  in  the  latter  part  ot 
tor  part  of  March.  April.  They  are  mostly  large  males,  very  few  females 
being  taken,  and  those  only  towards  the  close  of  the  season  in  the  latter 
part  of  May.    Very  few  females  taken  in  this  region  but  are  pregnant* 

We  use  fire-arms  (rifles  and  shot-guns)  principally,  and  hunt  in  bi- 

darkas.  We  have  never  seen  fur-seal  pups  of  the  same 
^^ Pelagic  birth  impoa-  geasou's  birth  in  the  water  or  on  patches  of  floating 

kelp,  and  do  not  think  they  could  be  successfully  raised 
Pr?bSoff^8iand«J  ^^  undcr  such  couditious.    Neither  have  we  any  knowl- 
edge of  the  existence  of  any  fur-seal  rookeries,  except 
those  on  the  seal  islands  of  Bering  Sea. 
We  have  no  way  of  distinguishing  fur-seals  in  the  water  at  sea,  as  to 

whether  males  or  females,  and  do  not  try  to  do  so;  but 
Indiscriminate  kill-  jjjn  ,j]j  ^y^  ^j^,j  iiidiscrlmhiately.    Large  seals  sink  rap- 
idly, while  the  smaller  ones  float  a  few  minutes.    Fur- 
Decrease,  seals  have  decreased  in  numbers  of  late  years,  and  we 

believe  it  is  due  principally  to  the  large  number  of 
vessels  hunting  them  at  sea.    We  think  that  for  the 
Prohibition  neces    proper  preservation  of  the  fur-seal  species,  all  pelagic 
**'^'  hunting  should  be  stopped  absolutely. 

NicoLi  Gregoroff  Jin  llussian]. 
Peter  Adungan  (his  x  mark). 
Pavel  Siiimeakin  (his  x  mark). 
Anton  Kalishnikoff  (his  x  mark) 
Avakoon  Kalishnikoff  (his  x  mark). 
Miron  Aliman,  (his  x  mark). 
Timofe  Chayha  (his  x  mark). 
Afanasse  Maltck  (his  x  mark). 
Marka  Koosche  (his  x  mark) 
Giorgi  Agooklook  (his  x  mark). 
Gregory  Aogay  (his  x  mark). 
Makar  Choomovitsky  (his  x  mark). 
Yakoff  Abakoo  (his  x  mark). 
Evan  Choomovitsky  (his  x  mark). 

234 
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I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  interpreted  the  subject  matter  to  those 
persons  whose  signatures  are  hereto  affixed  and  that  they  truly  under- 
stand its  contents. 

Nebpolt  Gbbgobofp. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  16th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  Frank  Korth,  agent  for  fur  trading  company  at  Port  Etches. 

decrease. 

Frank  Korth,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  I  reside  at  Port 
Etches,  Prince  William  Sound,  Alaska,  and  have  Mved  in  the  Teiritory 
for  the  last  eight  years.  I  am  the  agent  for  a  fur  trading  company  at 
this  place,  but  never  had  any  personal  experience  in  fur-seal  hunting. 
I  am,  however,  well  acquainted  with  the  coast  of  Exrorience 
Alaska  from  Prince  William  Sound  to  Unimak  Pass.  ^^^^^p«"®»»®®- 
Fur-seals  usually  first  appear  in  Prince  William  Sound     „,  ^ 

,  11  1       •       xT_  i-u       1?    A        •!       mi  First  appearance  of 

m  large  schools,  early  m  the  month  of  April.    They  aeau  in  PrSce  wu. 
were  formerly  much  more  plentiful  than  of  late  years.  '^^  sound. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  season  the  males  are  most  nu-     ^^ 
merous,  a  few  females  being  taken  towards  its  close  in 
thelatter  partof  May.    Firearms  (rifles  and  shotguns) 
are  used  almost  exclusively.    All  seals  sink  quickly,        •»p<»»»«- 
but  those   shot  through  the  head  and  killed  remain 
on  the  surface  longest.    I  have  no  knowledge  of  fur-  ^^ror°?nk\^^  *" 
seal  pups  being  born  in  the  water,  or  on  patches  of 
floating  kelp,  and  do  not  believe  they  could  be  successfully  raised  under 
such  conditions.    Neither  do  I  know  of  any  fur-seal  rookeries  other  than 
those  on  the  seal  islands  ot  Bering  Sea.    Owing  to  the 
steady  decrease  in  fur-seal  life  of  late  years,  due  to  the  p^JriSLX!^  **" 
large  number  of  vessels  hunting  them  at  sea,  it  is  my 
opinion  that  in  order  to  save  the  species  from  extermina- 
tion all  pelagic  hunting  offtir-seals  should  be  prohibited  gaS?^*^*""""  "^"^ 
and  stopped  absolutely. 

Frank  C.  Korth, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  16th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Olaf  Kvam,  sealer. 

HABITS. 

Olaf  Kvan,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  I  reside  on  Green 
Island,  in  Prince  William  Sound,  Alaska,  and  have  ^ 
lived  in  the  territory  for  the  last  ten  years.     I  am     ^^ 
a  mariner  by  occupation,  but  of  late  years  have  beeji  engaged  in  hunt- 


236  TESTIMONY   TAKEN   IN  PRINCE  WILLIAM  SOUND. 

Firsta  araiiceof  ^"?  furbeariup:  aiiiiiials.  Seals  first  appear  in  Prince 
8eai8ln"^r?nce"w5-  William  Sound  aboiit  the  1st  of  May,  and  were  formerly 
liam  Sound.  quite  plentiful,  while  now  they  are  becoming  constantly 

scarcer.  I  do  not  know  the  cause  of  this  decrease.    All 
seStnet^Mostiypr^^  ^1^®  scals  which  I  havo  sccu  killed  were  females,  and 
nant  fomaiee  killed,     the  majority  of  tlicsc  wcrc  pregnant  cows.    My  experi- 
ence is  that  about  four-fifths  of  all  fur-seals  killed  in 
Waste  of  life.         *^®  watcr  are  lost.    I  can  not  tell  a  male  from  a  femalo 

in  the  water,  and  when  killing  them  never  make  any 

lnd.8cnm.nate.  ^^.^^^  ^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^j^^  ^^.^^^  .^  ^  ^^^  ^jj  ^^^^  ^^^^^  p^^ 

Pu  8  not  born  in  ®^^^^-  ^  havc  ncvcr  sccu  a  live  pup  of  the  same  sea- 
wate?.*  "°     ^     ^     son's  birth  in  the  water.    I  have  no  knowledge  of  the 

Rookeries  only  on  ^xistence  of  any  furscal  rookery  or  place  where  fur- 
the  islands.  seals  haul  up  ou  the  land,  other  than  on  the  rookeries 

of  the  several  seal  islands  in  Bering  Sea. 

Olaf  Kvam. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


TESTIiMOiNY  TAKEN  IN  YAKUTAT  BAY. 


Deposition  of  Akotooj  sealer, 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Akatoo,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at  Yakutat 
about  thirty  years  ago;  am  a  hunter  by  occupation, 
hunting  sea  otter  and  bear.    Have  always  taken  seal       »p®reiice. 
with  spear  and  shotgun;  never  used  a  rifle.    When     i^^^  ^^ne    with 
spear  was  used  I  lost  none,  and  I  lose  no  seal  when  1  spear  or  shotgun, 
use  the  shotgun,  for  I  don't  shoot  them  unless  they  are     ^^^^^ 
close  to  the  boat.    Most  of  the  seal  killed  by  me  have  oowr  ^  J''^*^^"**" 
been  females  with  puj).    I  shoot  all  seal  that  comes 
near  the  canoe  and  use  no  discrimination,  as  I  can  not  .^^n^^Jscrimiimte  kiii. 
distinguish  a  young  bull  from  a  cow  in  the  water.    All 
hunters  shoot  everything  that  comes  near  their  boats,     y^t  bom  in  water. 
Never  heard  of  a  seal  pup  being  born  in  the  water  nor 
on  the  land,  but  have  heard  they  are  born  on  some  islands  in  Bering 
Sea.    In  the  w  inter  a  few  pups  are  driven  into  the  bay         ^^^^^ 
by  the  storms.    Seal  are  becoming  very  scarce  on  the       ®^"^«*®- 
coast  and  the  Indians  have  hard  w^ork  killing  what  few  they  do.    I 
tliink  the  white  men  should  be  stopped  from  killing  seal 
off  the  coast  of  Alaska  so  that  they  will  become  plenty  8^^^.**^^^*"**"  ''^'^' 
again.    That  is  all  I  know  about  seal. 

Akatoo,  his  x  mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  CnuKcn, 

United  States  Interpreter, 

A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Atenas-Koo,  YaJcutat  Indian  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 


Ateuas  Koo,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  an  old  man. 
Was  born  in  Yakutat  and  am  a  member  of  the  Yakutat     ^^  ericnce 
tribe  of  Indians.    I  have  hunted  all  my  life.    Have       ^p^"«^°*^<^ 
Jiilled  fur-seals,  mostly  females  with   pup,  but  have  wi^tMmp  kfiied.  *'^" 
never  seen  or  heard  of  fur-seals  hauling  up  on  the  land 
in  this  part  of  Alaska,  or  anywhere  else.    Never  have  on^iaiJknila^L"!*  °" 
known  tiir-seal  i)ups  to  be  born  in  the  water,  nor  have 
I  ever  heard  of  pups  being  born  in  the  water  or  any-  bo^n  in  wLtw"^*  **"* 
where  else  on  Alaska.    Have  never  known  of  nor  have 
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I  seen  any  fur-seal  in  the  waters  of  Disenchantment 

Bay  or  any  other  inlet  in  tins  part  of  Alaska.    They  do  ^Jf^'^"*  *"  ^^^ 

not  frequent  these  places.    That  is  all  I  have  got  to 

say. 

Atenas-Koo,  his  X  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  Church, 

United  States  Interpreter, 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  18th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  /States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  Gonastut.  YaJcutat  Indian  sealer. 

PELAGIC    SEALING — DECREASE. 

Gonastut,  being  duly  sworn,  deiMJses  and  says:  I  am  30  years  old.    I 
rionoe  ^^®      ^^^  ^^  Kodiak  and  live  at  Yakutat  and  belong 

xpe  once.  ^  ^^^  Yakutat  tribe  of  Indians.    Am  a  hunter  by  oc- 

indihcriminateiim-  cupatiou.  Have  killed  a  few  far-seal.  I  kill  every- 
thing that  comes  near  the  boat  and  use  no  discrimina- 
tion, as  the  sex  can  not  be  told  in  the  water,  except  it  be  an  old  bull, 
which  is  told  by  its  size.  Have  used  shotgun  and  rifle  in  taking  seal. 
I  lose  about  50  per  cent  when  I  use  the  shotgun,  and  more  are  lost 
when  rifle  is  used.  I  always  shoot  them  in  the  head  when  possible, 
X  ^    ,  but  if  not  possible  I  shoot  them  in  any  part  of  the  body 

Do  not  haul  np  ex-    , ,      ,   .  i        t  i  i  i»  i    x 

oept  on  Pribiiof  i«-  that  IS  cxposcd.    I  havc  ucvcr  known  any  fur-seal  to 
'^^^^  haul  nj)  on  the  land  in  any  part  of  Alaska,  except  on 

No  pelagic  birth,  ^jj^  Pribilof  Lslands.  Never  have  heard  of  any  pup 
seals  being  born  in  the  water.  Have  never  seen  any  fur-seal  in  the 
inland  waters  of  southern  Alaska,  but  have  heard  of  pups  being  seen 
in  the  bays  during  the  prevalence  of  storms  on  the  coast  in  winter  time. 

Seal  are  becoming  very  scarce  this  last  three  or  four 

Docreaae.  years,  and  Indian  hunters  can  hardly  kill  them  )iow. 

Too  many  schooners  are  hunting  seal  and  Indian  hunters  have  to  go  a 

long  way  in  their  canoes  in  order  to  get  any,  and  they 
Protection.  seldom  kill  one.     Seal  will  soon  be  no  more  unless  the 

Great  Father  stops  the  schooners  from  hunting.    That  is  all  I  have  got 
to  say. 

Go>'ASTUT,  his  x  mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  Church, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  \V.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 
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Deposition  of  Jacob  HartlinnuJcj  Ydkutat  Indian  hunter. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Jacob  Hartlisnuk,  bein^  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  bom 
at  and  have  lived  in  Yakntat  all  my  life.    I  belong  to  the  Yakatat 
tribe  of  Indians.    I  am  now  a  very  old  man.    I  am  by  occupation  a 
hunter.    I  have  hunted  sea-otter,  but  have  never  killed 
a  fur-seal  in  my  life.    Never  have  known  of  a  fur-  ^No  peUgio  wrth 
seal  pup  being  born  in  the  water  or  anywhere  else 
in  Alaska,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  of  far-seal  being 
hauled  out  on  the  land  in  Alaska.    I  have  traveled  c«^t°***  ^'^  "^  "^ 
from  Icy  Bay  to  Sitka  Sound  and  meet  many  Indians 
belonging  to  other  tribes  of  Indians,  and  they  never  have  told  me  that 
they  had  ever  seen  any  fur-seal  hauled  out  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  or  on 
any  of  the  rocks  adjacent  thereto.    I  have  have  heard 
that   fui'-seal   do  haul  out,  and  that  the  pups  are  boSon  wanda!^  *** 
born  on  the  Pribilof  Islands.    It  is  reported  to  me  by 
Indians  who  hunt  fur-seal  that  they  are  becoming  very     i>«CT«Me. 
scarce.    They  have  noticed  decrease  in  the  last  four 
years.    I  think  if  the  schooners  were  prohibited  from     i*^^®**®"- 
sealing  they  would  become  plentiful  on  this  coast  again.    That  is  alll 
have  to  say. 

his 

Jacob  x  Hartlisnuk. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  Church, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  Sam  Hayikahtla^  hunter. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 
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Sam  Hayikahtla,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at 
Yakntat,  and  have  lived  there  all  my  life.    Am  ^  years  old.    Have 
been  hunting  all  my  life.    Never  heard  of  any  fuif-seals  being  hauled 
up  on  the  land  on  any  part  of  the  coast  of  Alaska 
where  I  have  traveled,    ^ov  have  I  ever  heard  of  wps     no  pelagic  Wrth. 
being  born  in  the  water,  or  on  the  land  in  any  part  of 
Alaska,  except  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  in  Bering  Sea.    I  travel  from 
Icy  Bay  to  8itka,  and  have  neverheard  Indians  of  othfei:     ^      u    ^    *  ^ 
tribes  say  that  they  had  seen  far- seals  hauled  out  on  seals  bom  in  water, 
the  land,  nor  liave  I  ever  heard  them  say  that  pups  XwMt?^^^*"^  **^* 
were  born  in  the  water.    Fur-seal   are  getting  very 
scarce  along  this  coast  and  Indian  fiir-seal  hunters  have     ^^««»«e- 
great  trouble  in  getting  any  now,  while  in  former  years  they  got  plenty. 
If  the  Great  Father  does  not  stop  schooners  from  hunt-     protection, 
ing  seal  along  the  coast  of  Alaska  and  in  Bering  Sea, 
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the  soitl  will  soon  be  gone  and  the  Indian  must  starve  that  makes  his 
living  by  hunting  them.  I  am  told  the  white  hunter  kills  mostly  cow 
seal  with  pup.    That  is  all  1  have  to  say. 

hiB 

Sam  X  Hayikahtla. 

uiark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
Peter  Church, 

United  ^Statcfi  InUrpretcr. 
A.  W.  Lavjondek. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  belbie  me  this  18th  day  of  April,  1892, 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Kxpericuoe. 


Deposition  of  Kinkooga^  Yalutaf  sealer, 

pelagic  sealing. 

Kinkooga,  being  duly  sworn  depo^^es  and  says:  I  was  bora  at  Yak- 

utat  and  liave  lived  there  all  my  life.    I  am  about  40 

years  old,  1  think.    By  occupation  T  am  a  hunter.    Have 

Do  not  iiaid  up  on  kilU'd  a  fcw  llirseal  in  my  life.    Have  never  known  any 

jili  ciarfc  birth       fur-f^cal  to  huul  out  (m  tiie  land,  nor  have  I  heard  of 

"  ^* "      *  any  being  haidcd  out  on  the  land  from  people  of  differ- 

indi8(Timinat«  kill-   eut  tribcs  wlioiu  I  luive  uict.    Ilave  never  seen  or  heard 

'"*^'  of  a  fur-seal  i)ui)  being  born  in  the  water.    Hunters 

use  no  discrimination  in  hunting  seal,  but  shoot  every  thing  that  comes 

jiear  the  boat.    Have  traveled  from  Icy  Bay  to  Wrangel  and  have  never 

seen  any  seal  in  the  inland  waters  in  my  life.    A  few  fur-seal  pups  have 

been  killed  in  the  bay  within  my  remembrance,  in  the  winter  seasons, 

Decrease  drivcu  there  by  the  .storms  on  the  coast  at  those  times. 

Seal  are  getting  very  scarce  on  the  coast  the  last  three 

•or  four  years.    The  reason  of  the  scarcity  is,  I  think,  that  there  are  too 

many  white  hunters  scaling  in  the  open  waters.    Indian  hunters  can  not 

„  ,   ,.  get  anv  more  in  canoes  on  account  of  thefew^  seals  that 

are  left,  are  so  far  from  the  land.    All  sealing  in  open 
waters  by  white  men  should  be  stoi)ped.    1  have  no  more  to  say. 

KiNKOOGA,  his  X  mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
Peter  Church, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Xeihantale,  Yakutat  Indian  sealer. 

PELAGD     wealing — MIGRATION. 

Kechantake,  being  duly  sworn,  dejwses  and  says:  I  was  born  in  Yak- 
^,      ,  ^,  ,    ntat  and  have  lived  there  all  my  life.    I  belong  to  the 

Kx]MTi«'iire.      Seals    -«▼    i      j.    .   x    m  i»  x     t  i  u  a 

Tio  not  haul  up  on    1  alvutat  tribc  of  Indiaus,  aiHi  am  a  vcry  old  mau.    Am 
^****^-  by  occupation  a  hunter.    Have  never  known  any  fiir- 
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seal  to  be  hauled  up  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  from  Icy  Bay  to  Wraugel. 
I  have  been  up  and  down  between  those  places  many  times.     Pur-seal 
are  not  as  plentiful  on  the  coast  as  they  used  to  be.    The  Indians  kill 
but  very  few  now.    In  former  years  they  used  to  get  many  of  them, 
but  the  last  few  years  they  have  become  very  scarce     j^ 
and  the  Indian  hunters  take  very  few.    I  think  the       ®®'*»»«- 
reason  of  the  seal  becoming  so  scarce  is  that  there  are  too  many  white 
men  hunting  seal  in  the  Bering  Sea  and  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  it 
should  be  8topi)ed.    Have  never  seen  any  fur-seals  in 
the  sounds  or  iidets  between  this  place  and  Wrangel     p™^««**o»»- 
at  any  time  of  year.     In  early  days  a  few  pups  used  to     Fur-«oai« never ^e^^n 
be  driven  into  this  bay  in  the  winter  by  the  storms  on  atwraugei  any  um© 
the  coast.    I  have  no  more  to  say.  of  year. 

Nechantake,  his  X  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  Church, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  W,  Roberts,  sealer  (master).    ' 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

W.  Roberts,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  reside  at  Yakutat 
Bay,  Alaska,  and  I  am  by  occupation  a  mariner.    I  have  been  engaged 
in  the  business  of  catching  seals  in  the  North  Pacific     ^.^   ^^ 
Ocean  and  Bering  Sea  fin'  four  years,  three  years  as       ^porence. 
sailor,  one  year  as  captain,  two  years  oft*  the  coast  of  British  Columbia, 
two  years  oif  Southeast  Alaska  and  Bering  Sea. 

I  have  found  that  seals  ai^pear  oft*  the  Farralone  Is- 
lands about  Christmas,  oft*  British  Columbia  in  March,    /irstappoarance  of 
oft*  Yakutat  Bay  April  15th.  *^"'^  "^^"'"^- 

Have  used  both  rifie  and  shotgun  in  killing  seals,  but  now  use  shot- 
gun only,  having  found  that  for  same  number  of  shots  p^^f^^s  ii  to 
more  seals  are  taken  therewith.  When  rifle  is  used  rifie^  "'^  ** '^  ^"° 
less  than  one  seal  for  live  shots  is  secured;  many  shots  waste  of  life, 
miss,  but  of  those  seals  hit  about  one-half  are  secured.  If  shot  in  the 
head  a  seal  will  usually  float  and  is  taken.  If  shot  through  the  body  it 
usually  sinks,  or  escapes  to  die  later.  When  shotgun  is  used  about 
one  seal  is  secured  for  live  shots,  those  not  secured  generally  sink  at 
once  or  are  badly  wounded  and  escape  to  die.  Of  seals  shot  dead  about 
one-half  sink  at  once  and  one-half  are  taken. 

In  the  trip  just  made  oft'  this  coast,  I  have  taken  eighty-one  seals,  of 
which  three  were  bulls,  three  were  bachelors,  two  were 
yearlings,  about  fifry  were  females  pregnant,  rest  fe-  ^cTp^Z^irL^ws, 
males  barren.    This  is  a  fair  average.     It  is  harder  to 
take  an  old  seal  than  a  young  oiu^,  the  older  ones  being  more  on  the 
alert  and  are  not  less  active  when  pregnant. 

Yearlings  are  rarely  taken  in  North  Pacific.  The  age  or  sex  of  a 
seal  in  the  water  can  not  be  distinguished,  except  that  when  close 
the  apparent  size  is  an  indication  of  age. 
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So  «liHrrrirnination  is  i«hoim  in  taking  seal.    The  object  is  to  take 

every  oih'  iM>ssihle.    Diiriii;:  past  toar  years  have  not 

ifL^';<fin.iii*i*kai-   iiotire<l  uiuili  chauge  in  number  of  seaL 

Pup.s  an?  not  N^rn  in  water.    In  some  eases  females 
f;ir  iuU'iiui-cil  m  iire;riianry  haul  up  on  i-oast  to  give  birth;  but  other- 
wise^ .s<mI.s  do  not  st'ip.  PXCM'pt  at  Pribiloft'  Islands. 
I  have  b<?en  in  B«-ring  S*-a  ]>nt  a  part  of  one  season.    Of  the  seals 
^    tak«'n  aliout  one-third  were  mak*s,  one  third  females 
iii  ivr-ic-ya.  With  young.  one  third  barren  and  yearlings. 

V  ^ ..  •^^  -  .-i«,       I  have  taken  nursing  females  when  as  much  as  100 
iwninh',*frota i^Uwi».  miles  troui  rrioiloll  Islands. 

P'rom   my   knowle<lge  and  from  conversation  with 
^1^  *'a^">  n<:«»-  j,|],^,.  S4?alers,  I  In-lieve  that  for  the  proper  preserva- 
tion of  seal  life,  sealing  should  be  abs<ilutely  prohibited 
every  two  or  three  years. 

W.  BOBEBTS. 

Yakutat  Bay,  Alaska,  May,  1S92. 

Snbscribwl  and  sworn  Uy  before  me  this  li^th  day  of  Mav,  A.  D. 
1892. 

Giles  B.  Hakbeb, 
Lieutenantj  U.  S.  X. 


Deposition  of  Rondtm,  Yakutat  Indian  scaler. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Ilondtns,  b(*ing  duly  sworn,  dejwses  and  says:  I  was  bom  at  Yaku- 
tat, and  belong  to  the  Yakutat  tribe  of  Indians.    Am 
Kxiirriiiici!.  aliout  28  years  old,  and  a  hunter  by  occupation.    I 

have  hunted  fur-seal,  otter,  and  bear.  I  use  a  shot- 
gun to  hunt  for  seal.     Have  lost  very  few  seal,  as  I  always  shoot  them 

near  the  boat.    Everything  in  shape  of  a  seal  that 
^  iii.ii^.  riiiiiiiat.:kiii.  (.Qines  near  the  l>oat  is  killed.    I  use  no  discrimina- 
tion.   I  have  never  seen  nor  heard  of  a  fur-seal  pup 
being  born  in  the  water,  or  on  the  rocks,  on  any  part 
>«p.ia«icbirth.      ^^j.  ^^j^  ^.^.^^^  ^j.  ^Yiaska,  but  have  heard  that  seal  are 

born  on  the  Pribilf)f  Islands.     Seal  are  getting  very 

scarce  along  the  coast,  caused  by  the  indiscriminate 

shiugliter  of  seals  in  the  open  waters.     Most  of  the  seals  taken  by  me 

I'murtioxi  hav(j  been  cows  with  pups.    It  would  be  a  good  thing 

for  the  Indians  if  the  schooners  were  prohibited  from 
sealing  in  the  Bering  Sea  and  the  North  Pacific  Ocean;  if  it  is  continued 
the  Indians  who  depend  on  fur-seal  for  a  living  must  starve.  Years  ago 
a  few  seal  pups  wenj  driven  into  the  bays  by  the  storms  on  the  coast 
during  the  winter  season.    That's  all  I  know. 

BoNDTUS,  his  X  mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  Ciiuucn, 

United  tStates  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

iSubscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Trea^tury  AgenU 
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Deposition  of  SchJcatatirij  YaJcutat  Indian  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Schkatatin,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:    I  was  born   in 
^  akutat  and  I  have  lived  there  all  my  life.    I  belong? 
to  the  Yakutat  tribe  of  Indians  and  am  now  a  very  old     Experience. 
man;  am  by  occupation  a  hunter.    Yes;  I  have  killed 
fur-«eal.    I   used  the  bow  and  arrow  for  killing  them.    Never  knew 
any  fur-seal  pups  to  be  born  in  the  water  or  anywhere     ^     i    • .  b-  tb 
else  in  Alaska.    Have  heard  that  they  are  born  on  the       **  ^  *^*' 
Pribilof  Islands.    Have  never  known  any  fur-seal  to     p©  not  haul  up  on 
come  up  on  the  land  in  Alaska  or  on  any  of  the  islands 
adjacent  thereto,  but  have  heard  that  they  do  haul  out  on  the  Pribi- 
lof Islands.    I  have  traveled  from  Icy  Bay  to  Nuchuk     „ 

di        T       t  , ,  ^  /•  J.  T  'J.         -r>  1         Have     never    seen 

back  along  the  coast  as  lar  east  as  Lityu  Bay,  and  fur-8eai«    in   inland 

have  never  seen   any  fur-seal  in  any  inland  waters  w®**^™. 

wherever  I  have  traveled.    I  think  the  Great  Father  should  stop  all 

schooners  fiom  hunting  seal  in  Bering  Sea  and  the     protection 

Pacitic    Ocean,  so  the  seal   would   become  plentiful       "* 

again  and  the  Indian  hunters  would  again  have  a  chance  to  kill  them. 

That  is  all  I  know  about  seaL 

ScHKATATiN,  his  X  mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
Peter  Church, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Showooseh,  Yalcutat  Indian  sealer, 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Showoosch,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at  Sitka; 
am  a  very  old  man  and  I  belong  to  the  Y'akutat  tribe  of  Indians;  have 
been  a  hunter  all  my  life,  hunting  sea-otter  and  seal 
in  the  summer  and  bear  and  fox  in  the  winter.     When      Experience. 
I  was  a  young  man  1  killed  fur-seal  oil*  Yakutat  Bay, 
using  a  si)ear  altogether.    I  haven't  killed  any  seal      ^^ 
lately,  as  they  are  getting  very  scarce.    The  majority  of       ®«™*»«'- 
seal  killed  by  me  have  been  cows;  have  killed  a  few  small  males.     Have 
never  known  or  heard  of  any  pups  being  born  in  the     ._      ,.,.,, 

,  ^,  f  1  T  1  JSo  pelacu"  birth. 

water  or  anywhere  on  the  coast,  nor  have  I  ever  known 
or  heard  of  any  fur-seals  being  hauled  up  on  the  land   ^^J^;;ij"Jj\.J;jJ"/  "** "° 
anywhere  in  Alaska.     Once  in  a  while  a  few  i)ups  are   '  "**  ""'""**  * 
drlveo  into  the  bay  by  the  hard  gales  blowing  from  the  southciist  on 
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tho  coast  during  the  month  of  December.    I  think  the  Great  Father 

slionld  stop  all  sealing  by  schooner?  in  the  Korth 
ro  ec  on.  racific  Occan  and  the  seal  would  again  become  plenty, 

so  the  Indians  could  again  kill  plenty  of  them.    That  is  all  1  know 
about  se<als. 

Snowooscn,  his  x  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  Oiii-iicii, 

United  tStates  fnferpreter. 

A.    W.   liA VENDER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 


Deposition  of  SJceenon/j^  YaJcutat  Indian  hunter. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Skeenong,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at  Copper 

Kiver.    I  am  an  old  man  and  belong  to  the  Yakutat 

tribe  of  Indians,  but  have  lived  here  but  one  year.     I 

hunt  the  sea-ottiT  and  land  game  in  seasons.    Have 

Decreaae.  hcard  all  thc  ludiaus  with  whom  I  have  come  in  con- 

tact  say  that  the  fur  seal  are  becoming  very  scarce  of 

opoagc  nr  .      j^^  yoars.     Havc  never  known  or  heard  of  a  fnr-seal 

» 

puj)  being  born  in  the  water.     Have  heard  that  the  fnr-seal  haul  up 
,,      .  ,    ,  on  the  Pribilof  Islands,  but  never  have  seen,  or  have 

l>o  not  haul  up  on    ^  ,  ,        «  «  i    i.    •  i         i     i 

Ahwkuu  loaat.  I  cvcr  heard  ol  any  lur-seal  being  hauled  up  on  any 

part  of  the  coast  of  Alaska,  or  nx'ks  adjacent  thereto. 
Never  have  seen  any  fur-seal  in  Disenchantment  Bay, 
i»r«tection.  ^^^  auywhcre  else  in  the  inlets  of  Alaska.    I  think  the 

schooners  should  be  stopped  hunting  seal  in  the  open  waters  of  the 
I^icilic  Ocean  and  Bering  Sea,  and  if  they  arc  not  stopped  at  once  the 
Iiulians  who  hunt  fur-seal  <m  thc  coast  of  Alaska  for  a  living  will  be- 
come very  i)oor  and  probably  starve  to  death.    That  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Skeenong,  his  x  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  CiirRcii, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavendek. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mv  this  ISth  day  of  April,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  Stahl-an. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Stahkan,  being  duly  sworn,  deiwses  and  says:  I  was  born  at  Yakutat 

a>:d  am  now  a  very  old  man.    Have  hunted  seal  and 
KxiH)neuc«.  ueu-otter  all  my  life  during  the  summer  season,  using 
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tli^  spear  and  arrow.    I  have  never  known  any  far-seal     ^"^^f  .i^npw  fur 

4.     1        1  i-i       1        1  I  1    J.1  •  _j.      X'   seala  to  haul  np  on 

to  baul  up  on  the  laud  anywhere  around  this  part  ot  Alaska  coaat. 
Alaska.    Nor  have  I  ever  known  any  fur-seal  pups  ^     ^     ,_. 
be  born  in  the  water  or  anywhere  else  in  Alaska,  nor       ©  pelagic  birth, 
have  1  ever  heard  anv  Indians  with  whom  I  have  come  in  contact  say 
that  they  had  ever  known  any  fur-seal  pups  to  have  been  born  in  the 
water,  nor  had  they  known  any  fur-seal  to  haul  up  on  the  hind  in  any  part 
of  Alaska.     That  is  all  1  have  got  to  say. 

Stahkan,  his  X  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mnrk  : 
Peter  Cuurch, 

United  /States  lyitetyrefcr. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


D^osition  of  Thunk,  native  otter  hunter, 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Thunk,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  so  old  that  I  have 
lost  my  eyesight.     Was  born  in  Yakutat  and  have  lived     ^^     ^^^ 
•there  all  my  life.    Never  killed  any  fur-seal  in  my  life.       ^^^  ^^' 
Si)ent  all  my  life  hunting  sea-otter.    Have  never  known     Fur  seal  do  not  hani 
any  fur-seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  around  these  bays  ^p  °°  *^*»***^- 
or  in  any  other  part  of  Alaska.    Have  never  known  or    -^^  pelagic  birth, 
hoard  of  any  fur-seal  pups  being  born  in  the  water. 
Neither  have  1  heard  of  any  fnr-seal  hauling  up  on  the  land  any wher© 
around  this  part  of  Alaska.     Had  there  been  any  seal  hauled  up  on 
the  land  it  would  have  been  told  to  mo  by  people  of  diflerent  tribes 
with  whom  I  have  come  in  contact.    I  have  no  more  to  say. 

TnuNK,  his  x  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  CHURcn, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

SiibsiiilxMl  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Twongkical'j  Yakutat  Indian  scaler. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Twongkwak,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Was  born  at  Ya- 
kutat; am  about  30  years  old,  and  belong  to  the  Yaku- 
tat tribe  of  Indians,     i hinting  is  my  occupation; have       *^®  ®"*^' 
hunted  sea-otter  and  seal;  have  killed  mostly  pux)8  in  the  fedl  of  the 
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,,       ,  ,    .  v<»ar,  driven  in  by  tlie  severe  weather  ontftide.    Never 

l>«»    not  liHiil  up  on    V  '  ,,*'  i    ^         •  ^i       ■.        ■«  i 

tiitiuud.  liave  Keen  any  iiii-Keal  liaul  up  on  tlie  land  nor  have 

1  ever  lieard  of  any  seal  Iiaulini;  up  on  the  hind.  Have 
Wo  pdttKic  birth.       nevei"  heard  of  seal  ]nipa  being  born  in  the  water  nor 

anywhere  else  hi   Alaska,     llave  heard  all   the  In- 
ihMn-ftun.  (Hans  of  different  tribes  say  that  seal  are  becoming 

j'n»hition.  very  searce  in  the  last  three  or  four  years.    They  also 

say  that  unless  the  schooners  are  stopped  from  se4ding 
in  Uering  Sea  aiul  the  North  Paeilie  Oeean  the  seal  will  all  be  gone, 
and  none  will  be  left  for  the  in<lians  or  anycme  else.  The  seal  have 
become,  so  searee  of  late  years  that  I  don't  know  much  about  them. 
This  is  all  I  know. 

TwoNGKWAK,  his  X  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark: 
J»^yrEl^  ('iiuKcir, 

United  /States  Interpreter. 
A.  \V.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  Stutes  Treasury  Agent. 


Pepoitlthn  of  Yahlah,  Yalutat  Indian  hunter. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Yahkah,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  bom  at  Yakn- 

tat.     1  am  about  X^  years  ohl  and  belong  to  the  Yaku- 

KxiH'runoo.  tat  tribe  of  Indians.    Am  a  hunter  by  iK'cupation.    I 

Nt  vrr  hottni  of  ih»    go  tVoui  Icy  r>ay  to  Sitku  Sound  and  come  in  contact 

Uaw  iiiith.  ^yj^jj  ^jj^,  ]M'o]>le  of  diffeivnt  tribes  of  Indians,  and  have 

Nt  vrr  h  e  •  r  a  of  ucver  seen  myself  nor  heard  other  Indians  say  that  they 

"aTJ*! *'.""*'1'*5  "*'  **"  bad  seen  fur  seal  pui>s  Imrn  in  the  water.    Have  never 

seen  or  heard  ot   tur-seals  hauling  up  on  the  land  u\ 
any  part  of  Alaska.     When  1  was  a  small  boy,  a  few  pup  seals  use<l  to 

be  driven  into  the  bays  by  hard  storms  on  the  coast. 

^'^*^**'*  The  seal,  like  the  st»a  otter  are  becoming  very  si-arce. 

1  think  it'  the  schooners  were  pridiibited  from  taking  seal  in  Bering  Sea 

„  .   ..  and  ah>ng  the  coast  of  Alaska,  the  seal  would  Urome 

plentitui  and  the  Indians  could  kul  them  once  more 
in  caiuH's.    1  don't  know  anything  moiv  about  seals. 

Yaukah,  his  X  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark: 

l*KTKU   riURl'll, 

rniti'd  Statca  Intcrpretir. 
A.  W.  Laykndkk. 

JSubsi'rilHHl  and  sworn,  to  bofort*  me,  this  ISth  day  of  April,  ISO:?. 

A.  W.  Lavendkr, 
Vmtifd  Statt;^  Irea^nrif  Agent 


FESTIMONY  TAKHN  AMONG  NATIVES  ON  OR  NEAR  LYNN 

CANAL  AND  CHATHAM  SOUND. 


Deposition  of  Oeorge,  the  son  of  Klotz-Motz^  Chilcat  Indian  trader. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

George,  the  son  of  Klotz-klotz,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: 
I  belong  tx)the  Chilcat  tribe  of  Indians  and  reside  at  Chilcat;  am  about 
35  years  old.    I  trade  with  the  interior  Indians  and  up 
the  cx)ast  through  Lynn  Canal,  and  down  the  coast  as     Experience. 
far  as  Wrangel  and  Stikeen.    Never  killed  a  fur-seal     po  not  huui  up  on 
in  my  life.     Have  never  heard  of  fiir-seal  hauling  upon  Alaskan  land, 
any  land  in  Alaska,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  of  seal  pups    ^^  peia,,nc  binh. 
being  born  in  the  water  or  on  the  coast  of  Alaska.    In 
my  dealings  with  the  peoi>le  of  other  tribes  with  whom  I  come  in  con- 
tact they  would  have  told  me  had  they  known  of  any  fur-seal  having 
hauled  up  on  any  part  of  the  Alaskan  coast  visited  by  them.    Know 
nothing  more  about  seals. 

hig 

George  x  Klotz-klotz. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
Peter  Church, 

United  iStates  Interpreter, 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  KasJcan^  Chilcat  Indian  trader. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Kaskan,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  belong  to  the  Chil- 
cat tribe  of  Indians.     1  have  traded  with  other  tiibes 
up  Lynn  C-anal  and  as  far  north  as  the  Yukon  Kiver,      Exporionco. 
and  down  the  coast  as  far  as  Wrangel.     Have  never 
kiUcMl  or  seen  a  fur-seal  in  my  life,  nor  have  I  ever     Fm- Honi  do  not  fro. 
Iieard  of  any  fur  seal  having  been  seen  in  the  inland  a|H|ntm^^^^^^ 
waters  of  Alaska  where  I  have  travele<l.     Had  any 
fur  seal  been  hauled  u])  on  the  land  in  any  inlet  around      ^^^  ^ot  hani  np  on 
Chatham  Straits,  Stevens  Passage,  or  any  of  the  wa-  i»nd. 
ters  of  southeaster/1  Alaska,  I  would  have  known  of  it, 

247 
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as  it  would  have  been  told  me  by  the  people  of  other  tribes.    That's 
all  1  have  to  say. 

Kaskan,  his  X  mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  Curiicii, 

United  Stafeit  TnUrpreicr. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 


Deposition  of  George  SJiKcleyahj  cousin  of  head  chief  of  Chilcat  Indians. 

TELAGIC   SEALING. 

George  Shuekeyah,  bein*?  duly  sworn,  de[M)ses  and  says:  I  am  a  cou- 
sin of  the  liea^l  chief  of  the  Chilcat  Indians.    Am  30 
Experience.  ycavs  old.     1  ^o  Up  and  down  the  coast  from  Chilcat 

to  Wrangel  and  meet  many  people  belonging  to  the  dif- 
ferent tribes  of  Indians,  llavi*  never  seen  a  fur-seal  in  Chatham 
Straits,  Stevens  Passage,  or  anywhere  else  in  my  life,  nor  have  1  ever 

heard  of  any  fur-seal  hauling  out  on  any  of  the  islands 
iiifon  Ai^iilkarLaHt.^  ^^  rocks  on  any  i)art  of  the  coast.of  Alaska.    And  had 

any  ever  hauh^d  (mt  I  should  have  known  it  by  being 
told  by  the  peoi)le  of  the  ditt'erent  tribes  with  whom  I  come  in  contact. 
That  is  all  i  have  to  say. 

hifl 
GeoRCJE    X    SiR'CKEYAH. 
uiurlu 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  Cm-ncii, 

Unitrd  States  Tntvrprcter, 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  tliis  1 4th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
Unittd  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Kah  vhuclc  trr,  chief  of  Iluchcnoos  Indians. 

pi:la(;i('  skaj.inu. 

Kali  chuck-tee,  being  duly  sworn,  de])^ises  and  says:  T  am  the  chief 

of  the  Huchenoos.     i  am  a  pretty  (»hl  man.     1  don^tdo 
ExiMiitnce.  anything;  am  the  gentleman  of  my  tribe.     My  tribe 

live  by  catehing  herring,  from  which  they  make  oil,  and 
dispose  of  it  to  the  Indians  of  other  tribes,  which  come  here  in  large 

numbers.     I  have  visited  all  the  inlets  and  islands  in 
qu*'li\" rnUndVute^  Chatham  Sound  and  other  parts  <»f  Alaska  as  far  as 

Sitka  and  never  siiw  a  fui-seal  in  the  iuland  waters. 
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Nor  have  I  ever  heard  of  a  fnr-seal  being  seen  in  tlie  inland  waters. 

Have  never  heard  of  any  fur-seal  being  hauled  up  on 

the  land  or  rocks  on  or  off  the  coast  of  Alaska.  Had  fur-  coSt""*  ^''"^  "^  **° 

seal  been  hauled  up  on  the  main  coast  or  islands  of 

Alaska  I  should  have  known  it,  as  the  news  would  have  been  brought 

to  me  by  the  Indians  of  different  tribes  who  come  to  purchase  oil  Irom 

my  people.    I  have  no  more  to  say. 

KAH-cnucK-TEE,  his  X  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark : 
Peter  Church, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  tliis  12th  day  of  Ajml,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  Toodays  Charlie,  Killisnoo  herring  fisherman. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Toodays  Charlie,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  lam  30  years 
old.    1  belong  to  the  band  of  KUlisnoo  Indians  an^ 
was  born  at  and  have  lived  in  Killisnoo  all  my  life.     Experience. 
Am  by  occupation  a  herring  fisherman.    I  visit  all  the 
islands  and  inlets  around  Chatham  Sound  in  following  my  occupation  of 
making  oil  from  the  herring  which  I  catch.    Have  never 
seen  a  fur-seal  in  the  inland  waters  in  my  life,  nor  did  I  seSl^iSd  watera! 
ever  hear  of  any  being  in  the  island  waters.   Havenever 
heard  nor  do  I  believe  there  ever  was  any  pups  born 
in  the  water  nor  any  seals  hauled  up  on  any  part  of  the  la^c  wrth!^^^  "'^  ^°' 
coast  of  Alaska  or  on  the  islands  adjacent  thereto. 
Had  any  fur  seal  liauled  up  it  would  have  become  known  to  the  Indians 
and  I  would  have  heard  it,  for  T  sell  oil  to  all  the  tribes  of  Indians  in 
southeastern  Alaska,   and  they  would  have  told  me  had  they  ever 
known  or  heard  of  there  being  a  fur-seal  rookery  at  any  place  along 
the  coast.    This  is  all  1  have  got  to  say. 

Toodays     x     Charlie. 

luark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
Peter  Church, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  Ai)ril,  1802. 

A.  VV.  IjAVENDER, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Jhposlthni  of  N I  eh  oil  Gadoicrn^  Indian. 

PELACHC   SEALING. 

Nicholi  Gadowcn,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:   I  am  second 
chief  oi'  the  Killisnoo  Indians;  aiu  50  years  old;  born  at  Killisnoo  and 
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}i'AVt',  liv#r<l  ihfrTf:  itU  mv  life:  ikiu  hy  fM-r-nf^innn  a  berrin^  fi^lMrman. 
'^^'/-t  Hav#-  ii#:v»:r  kiliM  a  t'nr  >^ai  in  my  lif*-.     In  the  winter 

''*^'^"' '  jirfrav^ri  marty  yejir-»  a^o  pap  .-*<4ls  u<fr<l  to  frer^nenc  the 

Kri^/ir  *'*  ''^'^^''^   i^mxA.  ^iriwn  in  by  tL^-  h»-.ivy  s«»ath»nast  gal*-*  prevail- 
in;:  at  ihar  time:  bat  the  I:f>t  f«»nr  veiirs  therp  has  not 
l^e^rii  a  fur  -^eijil  ?ieeri  \x\  any  part  of  <Jh;ith;ini  Sijrnifl  that  I  have  been 
able  to  leaiij  of.     1  vi.sit  rh»-  <iitt'er*-fit  part-^  ^f  thr  «i*iarnl  with  my  tribe 

wh«-ri  thev  iir«*  niukiii;;  oil  ;iii»l  h:i\>  never  known  anv 
t/y^^f.  far  *eal  to  hiial  uj*  on  the  lan»l  i»r  r*N:-ks  m  any  part  of 

A!>»-(k»  tliat  I  f-ver  viMte<l.  nor  have  I  ever  heard  of 
>•'.  fp-.z-r  i..-h.      ^^  ,^.  j^^^j^  ^^j  j^^jjijj  iM,:n  in  the  water  or  anywhere  else 

in  AIa.«ka.  an<l  had  they  f-ver  l/f-^-n  Ixirn  in  the  water  or  on  tlie  Lslands 
or  HK-k-  of  Ala.-^ka  .s^jm^*  of  niy  trib»-  woaM  have  known  it  ami  it  wonld 
have  l^-en  reported  to  me.     1  have  nothing'  m«»iH  to  say. 

hi* 
ciark 

W'iUK'*^.  to  hi^  mark: 
I'K'IKK  Ciirkrir, 

i'nited  Statin  Interpreter. 

A.  \V.  J^AVKNDKR. 

Sulf-.'iibed  and  sworn  to  before  nie  this  12th  day  of  April,  1S92. 

A.  W.  Lave>I)ER, 
United  ^taten  Treasury  Agent. 


Depoftition  of  Alhcrt  I\rettturl\  trader  in  oil,  etc. 

PELAGIC   SEALl>'G. 

AllxM't  Keetnn<-k,beinj:dnly  sworn,  deposes  jind  says:  lam  27  years 

,^  ^  ohi.     Was  born  and  live  at  KilIisn<K).    Make  herrinjr 

.xiH-riiiwc.  ^^.j^  ^^^^  wocxl,  and  f^row  i>otati>es  and  turnips.    The 

herring  oil  I  make  I  sell  to  other  Indians,  and  the  jiotatoes 
and  turnips  1  dis|K>se  of  to  the  white  men  around  the  sound,  and 
sell  the  wiMHl  to  the  fish  eompany.  My  business  ealls  me  away  from 
tliis  i)laee  to  the  ditlerent  inlets  and  islands  around  Chatham  Sound, 
and  liav<»  never  seen  or  heard  of  fur  seal  anvwh(Te  in  the  sound.  The 
Indians  who  buy  my  lish  oil  belonjr  to  trilx'S  who  live  hmp:  distances 

away.     Have  never  heard  them  say  that  thoy  ever  saw 

inrni!  ""'  *'""^  "' '*"  '"*>'  ***'*  ^^"*^^  Imuled  <mt  rui  the  islands,  roeks,  or  any 

part  of  the  mainland  of  Ahiska.  Had  they  hauled  out 
on  any  pla<*e  in  Alaska  1  should  have  known  it  myself  or  would  have 
been  told  of  it  l>y  the  Indiiins  who  <*ome  h>n<^  distances  to  purchase  oil 
from  m<*.     I  have  no  more  to  say. 

Albert  x  Keetnuck. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

i*ETKIt  OlIlTRCJir, 

(hiited  Stat  en  Interpreter, 
A.  VV.  Lavender. 

Sabseribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  VV.  Lavender, 
United  IStateH  Treasury  Agent, 
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Deposition  of  George  Ketwoosehish^  Thlinket  Indian  fisherman. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

George  Ketwooscbiali,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Am  30 
years  of  age.  Born  in  and  have  lived  at  Killisnoo  all  my  life.  Belong 
to  the  Thlinket  tribe  of  Indians.    I  am  a  herring  tish- 

,  ,.  r  1         1  •  •!        1  •    1      r        Experience. 

erman  by  occupation.    I  make  herring  oil  which  I 
sell  to  the  peo])le   of  other   tribes  along  tbe  ex)ast.    They    come    a 
long  distance  to  buy  it  of  me.     I  visit  all  the   islands  and  rocks 
in  following  my  business,  in  Chatham  Sound,  and  have     g^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^ 
never  been  able  to  see  a  fur  seal  in  any  part  of  the  quent^eate^8"of  se! 
waters  of  southeastern  Alaska  in  my  life.    Have  never  ^i«*^a- 
heard  of  any  seal  being  in  the  waters  nor  on  the  land  or  rocks  off  or  on 
the  coast  of  southeastern  Alaska.    Have  never  beard     ^^  ^^^  .  ^^^^ 
of  pups  being  born  in  the  water  anywhere  along  the       ^p**^^*' 
coast  of  Alaska  in  my  life.    Following  my  occupation,  the  people  of 
other  tribes  come  a  very  long  distance  to  buy  of  me  the  oil  wbich  I 
make.    Had  there  ever  been  any  seal  hauled  out  on  any  j^art  of  the 
Alaskan  coast  it  would  have  been  told  to  me  by  these  people  who  come 
to  my  home  to  buy  oil.    That's  all  I  have  to  say. 

bis 

George  x  Ketwooschish. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
Peter  Church, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Konkonaly  native  Killisnoo  fisherman. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Konkonal,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  am  one  of  the  head- 
men of  the  tribe  of  Neltuskin  village.    Am  GO  years  of  age.     Was  born 
at  and  have  lived  at  Killisnoo  all  my  life.    Have  always 
made  it  my  business  to  catch  herring  and  make  oil, 
which  I  have  disposed  of  to  Indians  of  other  tribes,  who  come  a  long 
distance  to  buy  it.    I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  any 
far  seal  being  in  the  inland  waters  around  Chatham  ^^JlrT!^**  *"  ^"^*°*^ 
Sound  or  any  other  place  in  Alaska.    Nor  have  I  ever 
heard    of   any   seal  being  hauled  up  on  any  of  the  ^^"***  haul  up  on 
islands  or  on  the  coast  of  southeastern  Alaska.    Had  ^°**  * 
any  seal  hauled  up  on  the  land  or  islands  of  southeastern  Alaska  I 
would  have  known  it  by  hearing  the  Indians  from  other  tribes  talking 
about  it  who  came  to  buy  oil.    That  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Konkonal,  his  x  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark : 
Pete II  Church, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 
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lJepo$iiion  of  BWhj  Xah-hfpo.  trader  in  oil  and  fisherman, 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Billy  Nah-bcK),  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:    I  am  aboat  35 

*  ^^  years  old.     Was  born  at  and  reside  at  Killisuoo  all  my 

,xiH-ri.'n^e.  ^.^.^      ^^  ^^^  occupation  a  herring  tisherman  and  oil 

maker,  wliieli  oil  I  sell  to  other  tribes  of  Indians.  I  have  vis- 
iteil  all  the  islands  between  here  and  Sitka  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  sound,  and  have  never  seen  any  fur  seal  in  the  waters  in  my 
^,  .^  ^  life.  Never  heard  of  any  fur  seal  pup  being  born  in  the 
!>?  ni,t Taui  »p  on  Water,  unr  have  I  heard  of  any  fur  seal  hauling  up  on 
*""'*  the  land  or  islands  in  southeastern  Alaska  or  anvwhere 

else.  Had  pups  been  born  in  the  water  or  seals  hauled  up  on  the  land 
on  any  jjart  of  the  coast  it  would  certainly  be  known  to  the  Indians 
and  1  would  have  heard  of  it.    I  have  nothing  more  to  say. 

his 

Belly  x  Nah-hoo. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
Pkteu  (Juubch, 

United  Staten  Interpreter, 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscril>ed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  Kesth  RUey^  laborer^  fisherman^  tracer. 

PELAGIC    SEALING. 

Kesth  Ililey,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  40  years  old; 

born  and  reside  at  Killisnoo.    Am  now  working  for  the 

KxiM  ri«in:«.  wliit4».  ineii  in  summer  and  catching  herring  for  making 

oil  in  the  winter.  Sell  the  oil  to  the  other  tribes  of  In- 
dians.   I    have   visited   the  different  islands  in  the 

No  iKia-ir  !,i,ti,.     j^^„j,j  j^  j^,^  J  „^^,^P  j^^^^  ^j^y  furscal  to  bc  born  in  the 

water  or  on  any  of  the  islands  in  southeastern  Alaska.    If  any  seail  had 

hauled  u])  on  any  of  the  islands  in  southeastern  Alaska, 

iJhT.  "''^  *'""^  "''""  ^  should  have  known   it.    They  would  certainly  have 

been  seen  by  some  Indians,  and  they  would  have  re- 

l>orti^d  it  to  all.     Have  never  seen  a  fur-seal  in  Chatham  Sound  or  any 

i>f  the  inlets  off  the  sound  in  my  life.    Have  got  no  more  to  say. 

his 

Kesth  x  Riley. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
Teteu  Ciiurcu, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 
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Deposition  of  Shucklean^  physician^  fisherman^  trader  in  oil. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Shucklean,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Was  born  and  have 
lived  at  Killisnoo  all  my  life.    Am  GO  years  of  age.     I 
was  a  doctor  most  of  my  life,  but  have  given  it  up,  and     Experience. 
I  now  catch  herring  and  make  oil.    The  oil  1  sell  to 
the  people  of  other  tribes,  who  come  a  long  ways  to  purchase  it  from 
me.    Have  been  down  to  Sitka,  and  on  all  islands  and  inlets  around 
Chatham  Sound,  and  have  never  seen  any  fur-seal  in     ^„^  _  .    ,       . 
my  lite,  nor  have  1  ever  heard  of  any  lur-seal  being  hani  up  on  coast  ot 
hauled  up  on   any  of  the  islands  or  rocks   around  ^'^^a^***™  "^"""'i- 
Chatham  Sound.    Nor  have  I  ever  seen  any  man  who  said  he  ever  saw 
a  fur-seal  pup  in  his  life.    Have  never  seen  an  Indian  belonging  to 
any  tribe  who  said  he  ever  saw  or  heard  of  a  fur-seAl  hauling  up  (m 
the  land  anywhere  in  southern  Alaska.    The  Indians  who  come  here 
to  trade  with  me  and  our  people  come  long  distances,  and  had  there 
been  a  fur-seal  rookery  in  any  part  of  Alaska,  my  people  and  myself 
would  have  known  it.    I  can  say  no  more. 

Shucklean,  his  X  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark : 

Peter  Church, 

United  States  Interpreter. 

A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Yuan  Slanochj  herring  fisherman. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Yuan  Slanoeh,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Am  35  years 
old;  born  and  liave  lived  in  Killisnoo  all  my  life.     My 
business  is  that  of  catching  herring  and  making  oil,      Experieuce. 
and  choi)])ing  wood.    I  sell  the  oil  to  the  people  of  other 
tribes.     When  following  my  occupation  I  visit  all  the  islands  and  inlets 
of  Chatham  Scmnd  and  have  never  seen  or  taken  a  fur-seal  in  my  life. 
Nor  have  1  heard  of  any  fur-seal  pup  being  born  in  the     ^^^    j    .   ... 
water  nor  on  the  land  in  or  around  Chatham  Sound,        ^  ^^  ^^^^ 
nor  have  1  ever  heard  of  any  fur-seal  hauling  up  on  ^^j^^""*  ****"^  "^  °" 
the  land  or  rocks  anywhere  around  Chatham  Sound. 
The  peo[)le  who  I  sell  oil  to  come  from  a  long  distance,  and  I  have  never 
lieard  them  siiy  tliat  they  had  seen  fur-seal  hauled  up  on  the  land  any- 
where, and  they  would  have  told  me  and  others  of  our  people  had  they 
seen  any.    1  don't  know  anything  more  about  seals. 

his 

Yuan  x  Slanoch. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  Church, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 
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Deposition  of  Tchet-ChaJcj  herring  fisher  and  woodcliopper. 

TEL  AGIO   SEALING. 

Tcliet  Cliak,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:    Was  born  at  Kil- 

lisnoo  and  have  lived  here  all  my  life.    Am  now  a  very 
Experience.  oUl  man.    My  occupation  is  that  of  a  herring-fisher  and 

wood-chopper.  Have  visited  all  the  islands  and  inlets 
in  Chatham  Sound  and  other  parts  of  southeastern  Alaska.    Ilave 

never  seen  fur-seal  in  the  inland  waters,  nor  have  I 
in^iuhm.i^watrra!  mir  ever  heard  of  any  being  there,  nor  have  I  heard  of  or 

Ilponco^r"*''"*^'"^  ^^^'^  '^^^y  *^*^*^^  ^*1*  ^"^  ^^^^  laud,  any  ishnid,  or  rock  on  or 

off  the  coast  of  Ahiska.  In  my  business  of  nmking 
herring  oil,  whicji  I  disjxKse  of  to  the  people  of  the  different  tribes 
along  the  coast,  I  should  have  heard  of  seal  being  hauled  up  on  any 
island  or  rock  along  the  coast  of  Alaska,  had  there  been  any,  for  it  is 
customary  for  the  people  of  one  tribe  to  tell  tlie  people  of  another  all 
they  know.    I  have  no  more  to  say. 

TcHET-CuAK,  his  X  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark : 
Peter  Church, 

United  States  Interpreter, 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mo  this  12th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  /States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Anna-tJas,  chief  of  Takou  Indians. 

HABITS. 

Anna-tlas,  chief  of  the  Takoii  tribe  of  Indians,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposes  and  says:  Have  always  been  chief  of  this  ti*ibe.    Have  never 

been  seal  hunting  in  mv  life.     Myself  and  tribe  go  to 
Kxporieiuc.  ^^^^  ^.^^.^^^  .^^  ^.^^.  ^^  Wniugcl  aud 'trade  with  the  Killis- 

noo  Indians  for  oil.     Have  never  seen  a  fur-seal  in  all  my  travels  up 

and  down  the  coast.  Have  never  heartl  of  fur-seal 
ou^JIjwl"  ""* ^""^  "^'  hauling  up  on  any  part  of  the  coast.    If  seal  had  been 

haule<l  up  on  any  part  of  the  coast  I  should  have 
been  told  of  it  by  the  [>eople  of  other  tribes  with  whom  I  have  come  in 
contact  during  the  long  years  of  my  life.    Tliat  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Anna-tlas,  his  x  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark : 
Peter  Chuiich, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
llnited  States  Treasury  Agent. 


TESTIMONY  TAKEN  AT  OR  NEAR  SITKA. 


Dcjfosition  of  Adam  AyonkeCj  native  scaler  at  Sitlca. 

PELAGIC   SEALING — MIGRATION. 

Adain  Ayoiikee,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  about  GO 
years  old;  born  at  and  reside  in  Sitka.  Am  by  occupation  a  Inmter. 
Hunt  seal  in  summer  and  deer  in  winter  ever  since  I  was  a  small  boy. 
Seal  are  first  seen  and  taken  by  me  each  year  off  Sitka  Sound,  about 
the  middle  of  Ax>ril.  Have  followed  them  as  far  north  as  Cape  Edward, 
where  they  disa})pear  about  J  une  30.  They  are  constantly  on  the  advance 
up  the  coast.  When  I  was  a  boy,  seal  were  speared  among  the  ishinds  in 
Sitka  Sound,  but  now  the  few  that  come  along  the  coast  we  are  obliged  to 
go  far  out  to  sea  in  order  to  get.  Have  always  used  a  shotgun  and  rifle  in 
taking  seal  since  a  young  man.  I  rarely  lose  any  seal  I  shoot,  as  I 
never  shoot  at  them  unless  they  are  very  close  to  the  boat.  Most  all 
seal  that  I  have  killed  have  been  pregnant  cows.  Have 
taken  a  few  male  seals  from  1  to  4  years  old,  I  think.  ^^^^*/i{ed.  ^^"'^""^ 
Have  never  killed  an  old  bull.  The  sex  of  seal  can 
not  be  told  in  the  water.  I  shoot  everything  that  comes  ^^^^'^^^^^^^^  ^^i"- 
near  the  boat.  When  a  seal  is  killed  dead,  he  will  sink 
very  quick,  which  is  the  reason  1  never  shoot  them  unless  they  are  so 
near  the  boat  that  I  can  secure  them.  Seal  are  always  shot  in  the  head 
when  possible. 

I  have  noticed  that  seal  havedecreiisedvery  rapidly  in  the  last  three 
years,  owing  to  too  many  schooners  engaged  in  sealing     u^jcrease. 
along  the  coast  of  Alaska  and  Bering  Sea.     Have 
never  known  of  pups  being  born  in  the  water  or  any-  or^S^^cojwt!  ^"  ^^^^ 
where  else  on  the  coast  outside  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.     ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^i„  ^^^ 
Have  never  known  of  fur-seals  hauling  up  on  the  land  haul  up  on  tiio  Alas- 
on  the  coast  of  Alaska.    Have  seen  them  haul  up  on  *'*ujmruponPribiiof 
the  Pribilof  Islands.    If  ])elagic  sealing  was  stopi)ed  in   i»y,""^**; ... 
Bering  Sea  and  the  Pacific  Ocean,  seals  would  become       ^"^^  ^**"' 
I)lentiful  once  more  and  the  natives  of  Alaska  could  again  make  money 
by  catching  them. 

his 

Adam  x  Ayonkee. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

George  Kastuometinoff, 

United  IStates  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  IStates  Treasury  Agent. 
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Deposition  of  Charles  Camphelly  captain  schooner  Tlmhrina^  scaling  in 

Xorth  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea. 

TELAGIC   SEALING,  MIGRATION. 

Charles  Campbell,  ciiptaiii  of  the  British  schooner  Z'mhrina^  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  IIaYeer)nimanded  said  schooner  the  last 
two  years.  Have  beenengnged  in  sealing  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  and 
Bering  Sea.  First  seen  and  taken  seal  by  nie  oft'  the  Columbia  Biver  in 
February.  The  seal  are  c(m^tantly  advancing  up  the  coast.  We  fol- 
low the  seal  up  the  coast  until  we  enter  tlic  sea  about  July  G.  The  Par- 
ker shotgun  is  used  by  me  exclusively.  1  have  seven  hunters  and  seven 
boats;  twenty-three  men  all  told  on  the  vessel.    Experienced  hunters 

h)se  very  few  seal  tliat  are  shot,  but  beginners  lose  a 
mJkSTitJ  young/*'    great  numbei*.    IMajority  of  seals  taken  are  females 

with  young.    We  caught  a  large  number  of  pups  in  the 

Nursing  lemaies  eaily  juut  of  the  scasou.    Did  not  take  particular  no- 

*^*^  •  tice  of  the  sex.     Have  killed  cows  with  milk  about  60 

miles  oft'  the  Pribilof  Islands.    A  few  old  bulls  were  killed  by  me  last 

T  J-  -I  .    .  1 ...    season.    Can  not  distinguish  the  sex  of  the  seal  in  the 

iDdiscrinnnato  kill-  .  .-xi  i?  iiiiii*i*^ii 

ing.  water,  except  in  the  case  of  an  old  bull  which  is  told 

Pups  not  born  in  ^^  ^^^  ^^'^'^'  ^^^  ^'^  discrimiiiatiim  but  kill  everything 
water  nor  anvwiur©  that  coiiics  iicar  tlio  boat  ill  shapc  of  a  seal  Have 
SllSi*!*  ^*^*      ^'*'  never  known  any  seal  pups  to  be  born  in  the  water, 

^      ,^    ,  nor  on  the  coast  anvwheie  outside  of  the  Pribilof  Is- 

Do  not  haul  up  out-    iiti  *"  ^  ia.ii  i 

side  Pribilof  Islands,    laiuls.    liavo  iicvcr  kiiowu  scal  to  huul  up  aiiywhcre 

outside  of  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

Charles  Campbell. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  30th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  w!  Lavender, 
United  iStates  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposiliiin  of  Simeon  Chin-loo-tin,  sealer. 

PELACJIC   SEALING. 

Simeon  Chin  koo-tin,  being  duly  sworn,  dc]M>scs  and  says:  I  am  GO 

years  old;  was  born  and  reside  at  fc>itka^  and  am  by 
Experience.  occu]>ation  a  scal  huutcr;  have  been  engaged  in  that 

business  since  1  was  a  small  boy.    About  tlie  middle  of 
Mi.rrati»n  A])ril  tlic  flist  scal  are  seen  anil  taken  by  me  oft*  Sitka 

Sound.  At  this  time  the  scal  are  advancing  up  the 
coast.  In  early  days  the  spear  was  use<l  in  taking  seal,  but  now  tho 
shotgun  and  riHe  are  used  exclusively.  !No  >(*al  were  lost  when  struck 
with  spear.  Fifty  per  cent  are  lost  when  killed  with  shotgun,  and  a 
b  n  1  ^•"■^^*^  proportion  are  h»st  when  rifle  is  use<l.  Most  of 
pregSLiaL.*'       }^^<'  ^^"^^^^  killed  by  me  have  been  females  with  young. 

They  sleep  more  and  are  less  active  and  more  easily 

captured.    The  few  male  seals  taken  by  me  I  do  not  know  their  ages. 

Quite  a  number  of  yearlings  an»  taken,  the  majority  of  which  are  females; 

,  ,.    .   .      ,  ,„    have  taken  a  few  bulls  in  my  life;  sex  of  the  seal  can 

^UicU^crimmatekill.    j^^,^  ^,^  ^^,i^|  |j^  ^j^^  ^,^^^,^^    ^^^^^^^^  .^  ^^^.   .^^^    ^j^^  ^^^j^        ^jj 

seal  are  shot  that  come  near  the  boat  regardless  of  sex. 
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When  seal  are  shot  dead  tbey  almost  instantly  sink  and  are  liard  to 

secure;  have  noticed  tbe  seal  are  decreasing:  very  fast     ^ 

the  last  four  years;  too  many  schooners  are  hunting 

them  in  the  open  waters  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  Bering     Pups  not  born  in 

Sea;  have  never  known  or  heard  of  pup  seals  heing  born  a,"ywi,ere"in  Alaska*^ 

in  the  water,  nor  on  the  land  anywhere  in  Alaska;  have 

never  known  of  any  seals  hauling  up  on  the  land  on  this  wiKr"tLm"ou  ^4iw 

coast  elsewhere  than  on  the  Pribilof  Islands.     I  think  iofi»»iund8. 

that  if  the   schooners  were  prohibited  from  hunting 

seal  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  and  Bering  Sea  the  seal      Protection. 

would  soon  become  i)lentiful  along  the  coast. 

hig 

Simeon  x  Chinkootin. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 

George  Kastrometinoff, 

United  States  Court  Interineter, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  \V.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 


Deposition  of  Peter  Churchy  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Peter  Church,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  apd  says:  I  was  born  at 
Sitka;  am  22  years  old,  and  am  by  occupation  a  hunter. 
Have   been   engaged  in  sealing  the  past  four  years       ^p«rienco. 
in  the  North   l^icific   Ocean,  always  in    the   capacity  of  a  hunter. 
Have  first  taken  seal  off  Sitka  S<mnd  the  middle  of  April.    Followed 
the  seal  up  the  coa.st  as  far  as  Yakutat,  where  they 
disappeared   the  last  of   June.      Have  always  used     M's^^^^""- 
shotgun  and  rifie.     I  think  about  50  per  cent  of  the  seals  shot  with 
shotgun  are  lost,  and  a  greater  proportion  are  lost  when 
shot  with  a  rifie.    Most  of  the  seals  taken  by  me  have  ^JfeftlikeS!^'"*"*^^ 
been  females  with  young.     I  think  the  femah*.  seal  is 
less  active  and  more  easily  a])proached.    A  few  male  seals  have  been 
taken  by  me,  their  ages  ranging  from  one  to  five  years  old.     Killed 
three  large  bulls  during  my  life.    The  sex  of  the  seal  can  not  be  dis- 
tinguished in  the  wat^r.     1  shoot  everything  that  comes  near  enough. 
If  seal  are  instantly  killed  they  will  sink  very  quick,  and  are  harder 
to  S(M'ure  under  those  conditions  than  they  would  be  if  badly  wounded. 
Have  noticed  that  seal  are  becoming  very  scarce  on  the 
coast  the  last  few  years.   The  cause  of  the  scarcity  of  the 
seal,  I  think,  is  that  too  many  schooners  in  the  Morth      indismminate  kill- 
Pa<'ific  Ocean  and  Bearing  Sea,  and  tiie  in(lis<*riminate  in«. 
killing  of  fen)ales  with  ]uip  in  the  wat<»T.    Never  have     p„p8  not  bom  in 
known  any  [)ups  to  b(».  bnrn  in  the  water,  nor  have  I  water, 
ever  known  fur-seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  anywhere     do  not  haul  up  on 
on  the  <'oast  of  Alaska.     I  think  all  ])elagic  sealing  ^'""^• 
should  hit  stopped,  so  that  seal  would  have  a  chance     Protection, 
to  inc lease. 

Peter  Church. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  20th  day  of  A[)ril,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 
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Deposition  of  John  C.  Clement,  sealer,  one  seaion  on  JfoJlie  Adamn. 

TEL  AGIO   SEALING. 

Jobn  C.  Clement,  being  d  uly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  reside  at  Sitka ; 

am  -5  yt^ars  old.     Have  huntiil  seal  one  season  on  the 

Exprnrnoe.  sclnxMier  MoUie  Adams  in  the  North  Paeitie  Ocean  and 

Bering  Sea.     Have  eaught  seal  all  along  the  eoast  l'n.»m  Cajie  Flattery  to 

the  Pribilof  Islands,  using  the  slmtgun  exelusively.    Over  50  [ler  cent  are 

^^^  lost  when  shot  with  shotgun.  Most  of  the  seals  taken  are 

mairt  ta^en!^'**"  *^  ct»ws  witli  pup.    The  sex  oan  not  l»e  told  in  the  water,  and 

induciminate  kiU-  ^^^  *^*"^  ^^*^^  ^^'**^  come  near  the  boat.     No  distTimination 
in-.     '^'  is  useil:  hunters  kill  everything  they  see.    Never  have 

wi?r?*  °**'  **™  "  known  or  heard  of  pups  being  lH>rn  in  the  water  or 
D.!  n-t  haul  up  on  elscwliere  outside  the  Pribilof  Islands.    Have  never 
*^'***'  known  or  heard  i>f  fur-seals  hauling  up  on  the  land  on 

this  eoast  elsewhere  than  the  Pribilot  Islands.    I  think  the  indiscrim- 
inate killing  of  seals  in  Bering  Sea  is  the  cause  of  their 
ut  wn.  scarcity  along  the  coast,  and  if  i>elagic  sealing  was 

stopi^  altogether,  the  seal  would  then  bei*ome  plentiful. 

John  C.  Clement. 

Subsciibed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  1^02. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
Unitid  i>tntis  TrtusHrif  A(^U 


Deposition  of  Hi>o»ah  Diek,  subchief  of  H'H>ni'jh  InUans. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Hoouiah  Dick. being  duly  sworn, deiH>ses  and  s;\ys :  Bom  at  Sitka :  am 

alKuit  40  years  old.     Have  l>een  living  in  HtHmah  ten 
Exi<r-.vcv>:.  years,   and    am    now    subehief   of  the  UiH>nah    In- 

dians. Have  hunteil  seal  tor  three  years  fivm  Cn>ss  S^nind  to  Yakn- 
tat.  Always  use  the  shotgun  and  rifle  tor  taking  seal.  Always 
shi>ot   the  seal  close  to   the  bo;it   and    rarely   lose  one,  but  when 

shot  at  with  the  rifle  I  h»se  a  giH^l  many.     I  have 
Noih:^^:^  i:rth.      ^j^v^^r  kuowu  ot'  a  pup  seal  Wing  born  in  the  water  or 

on  the  land  any  wheri*  in  Alaska  outside  of  the  Piibilof  Islands.    Never 

have  heard  of  any  fur-seal  Wing  hauleil  up  on  the 
IV.  I.-:  haul  ;:p  on  ^^^^^^it  Or  riKks  of  Alaska  other  than  on  the  Pribilof 

Islands.  Have  traveleil  fnan  Hiionah  to  Fort  Simp- 
son and  ni»rth  as  far  as  Chileat  tlirmigh  all  the  ehanneJs  and  si^^uuds 
in  souThea>tern  Alaska,  ai.d  1  ennie  in  coniaet  with  the  iHH^ple  of  many 
tiiSes  of  Indians  and  I  have  i.evrr  heard  them  say  that  they  had  ever 

seen  or  heard  ot  a  fur-st-al  being  hauletl  up  on  any 

.«SL"  "  "'''*  "^  "*"   P*^^^  ^'^  ^*^^  ioa>i  or  on  any  of  tiie  islands  along  the 

c»»ast  of  Alaska.  Had  they  ever  known  of  a  nx>keiy 
of  fur-se;:!  in  any  part  «^f  Alaska  I  should  have  known  it.  I  know  no 
more  about  seal  tLan  what  I  have  said. 

UooNAU  X   Pick. 


«.'t-a** 


Witness  to  his  mark: 
Petee  Church, 

United  States  Interpreter, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  loth  day  of  April*  1892. 

A.  \V.  Lavexder, 
United  States  Treasnrif  AyenL 
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.    Deposition  of  John  Dohrn^  sealer  {boatpuUer). 

PELAGIO  SEALING. 

Sitka,  Alaska,  May  18, 1892. 
John  Dohrn,  being  dnly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  That  he  is  a  native 
of  Germany,  and  has  been  engaged  in  seal  hunting     g^p^^ce. 
during  the  present  season  on  the  schooner  LdboradoTy  of        p«"«»c6. 
Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  in  the  capacity  of  boat- 
puller;  that  to  the  best  of  his  kuowledge  and  belief    jsighty  per   cent 
about  eight  of  every  ten  seals  killed  in  pelagic  sealing  *^«»'«"»J««- 
are  females,  and  that  twice  as  many  seals  are  lost  as     waatoof  life, 
are  captured. 

John  Dohbn. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  18th  day  of  May,  1892. 
[seal.]  Chas.  H.  Ishak, 

Deputy  GlerJcj  United  States  District  Court  of  Alaska. 


Deposition  of  James  Oondowen^  native  sealer. 

PELAGIO  sealing. 

James  Gondowen,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Am  30  years 
old ;  bom  at  Killisnoo  and  reside  at  Sitka.    Am  by  occupatioii  a  hunter, 
huntiug  seal  every  summer  and  deer  every  winter  since     xxDorieii 
I  was  a  small  boy.    Hunted  one  season  on  schooner        p«n«»<»- 
Siika.    Have  hunted  seal  between  Sitka  and  Cross  sounds.    They  first 
appear  about  middle  of  this  month  and  disappear  about     ,^    ^^^ 
the  last  of  June.    Have  always  used  shotgun  and        *" 
rifle  for  taking  seal.    About  60  per  cent  are  lost  when  killed  with  a  shot- 
gun and  a  larger  per  cent  when  rifle  is  used.    Most  of 
the  seals  killed  are  cows  with  pup.    A  few  males  are  nJSwkSiS^*^"*'^ 
killed  averagin  g  from  1  to  4  years  old.    Have  killed  but 
one  old  bull  in  my  life.    A  tew  yearlings  are  taken,  the  majority  of  which 
are  females.    Can  not  distinguish  sex  of  seal  in  the  water.    Hunteri^ 
use  no  discrimination,  and  killed  everything  that  comes  near  the  boat. 
When  seal  are  shot  in  the  head  and  instantly  killed  they  will  sink  at 
once  aud  are  hard  to  secure  under  those  conditions.     DeoreMe. 
Have  noticed  that  seals  are  decreasing  the  last  four 
yeai-8,  cause,  1  think,  by  too  many  white  men  hunt-     p       ^^^  ^^^  ^ 
iiig  seal  in  the  waters  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  Bering  w«t«roroiiiandaroimd 
Sea.    Have  never  known  any  pups  to  bo  born  in  the  wa-  ^^'**^*- 
ter  or  on  the  land  around  the  coast  of  Alaska,    i^ever     d©  not  haul  up  er- 
known  any  tur  seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  or  on  the  ESL!*"  ^"*'"*''  ^" 
coa^t  elsewhere  than  on  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

Think  if  all  pelagi(;  sealing  was  stopi>ed  in  Bering     p^t^.,^ 
Sea  and  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  seal  would  again 
become  plentil'ul. 

hi« 

James  x  Gonbowen, 

mark 

Witness  to  his  mark. 

Geokge  BIa^strometinopp, 

United  States  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 
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Deposition  of  W,  I\  Griffith^  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Sitka,  Alaska,  May  18, 1892. 

W.  P.  Griffitli,  bciiip:  duly  sworn,  (leiM)ses  and  siiys  lie  is  American 
born,   and   has  been  enj»:a^ed  in  sealing?  during  the  present  seavson  on 

the  schooner  />f//>f>r<w/or,of  Vancouver,  British  Cohniibia, 

KxiK-rienoo.  ^^^  capacity  of  hunter.  To  the  best  of  his  knowled|;c©  and 

70 iHjrcont  taken  fe-  belief  about  scvcu  of  cvcry  ten  seals  killed  in  pelagic 

n»ai»'«-  sealing  are  females.    That  in  pelagic  sealing  twice  as 

\vu»t«  of  life.        many  seals  are  lost  as  are  captured. 

W.  r.  Griffth. 

Sworn  and  subs<?ribed  before  me  this  18th  day  of  May,  1892. 

[SEAL.J  OUAS.   IT.   ISHAM, 

Deputy  Clerky  United  States  Dist.  Court  of  Alaska. 


Deposition  of  E.  Hofstad,  sealer  and  mate  of  sclhooner  Clara. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

E.  UofstaU,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at  Sitka 

.     •  My  present  occupat  ion  is  that  of  a  seal  hunter.     Am 

hxponeme.  ^^  prcscut  uiatc  of  the  scaliiig  scho(mer  (Vara,  of  Sitka. 

Have  hunted  seal  in  the  North  Tacitic  Ocean  for  the  past  three  years. 

Have  seen  and  taken  the  first  seal  off  the  west  coast 
Mi^raUou.  of  Vaucouvcr  Ishiiid  in  April.     The  seals  then  are  on 

the  advanci*  up  the  coast.  I  now  use  shotgun  exclu- 
sively for  taking  seal.     1  think  that  (>(»  per  cc^it  of  the  seal  shot  with 

shotguns  are  h»st.     When  rilles  are  used  a  still  larger 

Mo8t  all  pnjiuaut  per  cciit  is  lost.     Most  all   seals  taken  are  iemalos 

''♦•"'«*^''*'  with  young.     1  think  the  females  sleep  more  on  the 

\vatt*r  and  are  less  active  and  are  more  easily  taken  than 
the  male.  A  few  male  seal  are  taken.  I  would  say  they  are  generally 
;5  or  4  years  old.  A  few  yearlings  are  killed,  mostly  females.  About 
live  bull  seal  are  killed  out  of  every  hundred  taken.     The  sex  of  seal 

can  not  be  distinguished  in  the  water  unless  it  be  an 
imii8rriiiiinat4» kill-  ^j^^  |„j]j^     -^^^  discrimination  is  used  in  taking  seal; 

everything  that  comes  near  the  boat  is  killed.  When 
seal  are  killed  dead  they  sink  very  ([uick,  esiK'cially  if  killed  when  they 
tirst  put  their  head  above  water,  as  they  do  not  have  a  chance  to  take 
breath.     Most  all  seal  are  shot  in  the  head  when  it  is  possible  to  do  so. 

Seals  have  decreased  vi»ry  last  the  last  three  years. 
DemsiHo.  rpij^,  dccrcasc  is  caused,  1  think,  by  the  indiscriminate 

killing  of  seals  in  the  water.     Have  never  known  a  pup 
No iK?ia^u- birtim.     ^^  ^^  j^^^^.^^  j^^  ^j^^  wat^T  or  auywlieie  else  on  the  coi^st 

Do  not  haul  out  on  ()f  Alaska.     Uavc  never  known  fur-seal  to  haul  out  <m 
''""*  the  land  anywhere  on   the   coast   of  Alaska.     Have 

never  been  in  Bering  Sea.     1  think  that  the  only  way  the  seal  can  ever 

become  plenty  again  is  to  stoi)  all  pelagic  sealing  in 

rroteotion.  i>-4j  ilto  & 

Bering  Sea. 

E.    HOFSTAD. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 
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Deposition  of  Percy  KahiMdayj  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Percy  Kahiktday,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Am  48  years 
old ;  was  born  at  and  reside  iii  Sitka.     Have  hunted  seal 
every  suunner  since  I  was  a  small  boy.  Have  never  been     Experience, 
to  Bering  Sea.    The  seals  first  make  their  appearance 
about  the  middle  of  April  off  Sitka  Sound,  and  dis- 
appear  about  July  1.    They  are  then  on  their  way  up        i<n-ati«n. 
tlie  coast.    The  spear  and  arrow  was  used  to  take  seal  when  I  was  a 
boy,  but  now  I  use  the  shotgun  and  ritle.    At  least  50  per  cent  are  loht 
when  shot  with  shotgun.    When  ritle  is  used  a  larger  proportion  of  seal 
are  lost.    Most  of  the  seal  I   have  taken  have  been 
pregnant  cows.    When  the  females  are  with  pup  they  cows  taken.  ^^*^^""** 
sleep  more,  are  less  active  in  the  water,  and  more  easily 
ai)proaclied  than  the  male  seal.    But  a  very  few  young  male  seal  are 
taken  by  me  along  the  coast.    If  a  seal  is  killed  when  its  head  first  comes 
above  water,  it  sinks  at  once.     Under  those  conditions  they  are  hard 
to  secure.     Seal  are  always  shot  in  the  head  when  possible,  but  never 
miss  a  shot  at  them  if  only  a  small  part  of  the  body  is  exposed,    llave 
noticed  that  seal  are  decreasing  very  fast  the  last  few 
years  along  the  coast,  causcnl,  I  think,  by  pelagic  hunt-  ^^^^' 

ing.     Have  never  known  of  a  fur-seal  pup  being  born     no  pelagic  birth, 
in  the  water,  or  along  this  coast.    Have  never  known 
afur-sealtohauluponthe  landanywhere  on  the  Alaskan     i>o  not  haul  up  on 
coast.    Think  the  seals  are  most  all  killed  by  the  pelagic  ^""**' 
seal  hunters  in  the  waters  of  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  so  far  from  the 
land  that  the  Indian  hunters  have  no  chance  to  get  any  in  canoes,  as 
he  only  goes  a  short  distance  from  the  shore.    And  unless  this  pelagic 
hunting  is  sto[)ped  in  the  Korth  Pacific  Ocean  and 
Bering  Sea  the  seal  will  soon  all  be  gone,  and  the  Indian       "*      ^^' 
hnnttjrs  will  have  to  dig  clams  in  order  to  keep  from  starving. 

his 

Percy  +  Kahiktdat, 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

George  Kastromettnoff, 

United  ^States  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  swoni  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.   JjA VENDER, 

United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Philip  Kashevaroff^  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. — MIGRATION. 

Philip  Kaslievarott*,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:   Am  47 
years  old ;  born  at  and  reside  in  Sitka.    Am  by  occu])ati(m  a  mariner. 
The  last  year  I  spent  hunting  seal  on  the  schooner 
Aliie  Alger.     Firs^  seal  were  seen  otf  Sitka  Sound  in     Experience. 
i\Iay  by  nu\    We  followed  the  seals  as  far  as  Sand  Point 
on  linger  Island.    The  shotgun  was  used  altogether  for  taking  seal. 
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About  three  seal  are  secured  out  of  every  ten  shot. 
fcJS'es"*^  pregnant  rj^j^^  majority  of  seal  are  cows  with  pup.    A  few  males 

are  taken,  about  four  or  five  years  old.    In  the  winter 

time  some  young  seal  frequent  the  inside  passage.    The  sex  of  the  seal 

^  , ., .     can  not  be  told  in  the  water  unless  in  the  case  of  an 
indiscriminatekiihng.^^j^  ^^jj^  ^^^^^^^  j^  ^^j^  ^^  j^^  ^^^^     We  usc  uo  discrimi- 

nation  in  shooting  seal.    Everything  is  killed  that  comes  near  the  boat 
regardless  of  sex.    If  a  seal  is  shot  and  killed  instantly  he  will  sink 

very  quick.     I  think  the  seal  are  about  as  plentiful 

Decrease.  along  this  coast,  but  mucli  more  scarce  farther  west. 

The  cause  of  this  scarcity  is  too  mu(jh  pelagic  hunting.    Never  have 

No  pelagic  birth,      sccu  Or  heard  of  pups  being  born  in  the  w^ater  or  on 

Do  notTiaid  up  on  the  coast  outsidc  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.    Have  never 

^^^^'  heard  of  fur-seal  hauling  up  on  the  land  or  on  the  coast 

elsewhere  than  on  the  Pribilof  Islands.    Last  year  I  was  not  in  Bering 

Sea,  but  was  on  the  Russian  side.    Have  taken  cow  seals  full  of  milk 

30  miles  from  Copper  Islands.    Did  not  see  any  big  bulls  on  Attn  Is- 

j  ^  lands.    I  think  if  sealing  in  Bering  Sea  was  stopped 

ro  ec  on.  ^^^^  ^^^^  indiscriminate  killing  of  cows  was  stopped,  seal 

would  again  become  plentiful  along  the  coast.    When  I  was  with  the 

llussian  Company  I  si)ent  six  years  looking  for  rookeries,  but  was  unable 

to  find  any  i>lace  where  fur-seal  hauled  out  elsewhere  than  on  the 

Pribilof  Islands. 

Philip  Kashevaroff. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  April,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavendeh, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Mike  Kethusduel;  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Mike  Kethusduck,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Am  50  years 

old;  was  born  at  and  reside  in  Sitka;  am  by  occupation 
Experience  ^  huuter;  luiv  c  huntcd  seals  every  season  since  I  was 

a  small  boy;  have  first  seen  seal  oil*  Sitka  Sound  alxmt 
M'rraion  April  15.    They  all  disappcarbythelastofJuue.    When 

.^ration.  j  ^^^^  bcgau  liunting,  sj^ears  and  arrows  were  used 

for  sealing.     Now  the  shotgun  has  come  into  general  use,  and  a  few 
seals  are  taken  with  a  ritle.     Fully  one-half  the  seal  shot  with  shot- 
guns are  lost,  and  a  much  larger  i)roportion  when  the 
M aj ori ty  prcg      j.jfl^  \s^  uscd.    Nouc  wcrc  lost  whcu  struck  with  a  speju\ 

JNlost  of  the  seals  taken  by  me  were  females  with  pup; 
think  the  female  is  more  gentle  and  more  easily  taken;  have  taken  a 
few  male  seal  from  one  to  tour  yetirs  old.  A  very  few  yearlings  have 
been  kille<l  by  me,  mostly  females.    The  sex  of  the  seal  can  not  be  dis- 

ti nguisluMl  in  the  water.    Everything  is  sliot  that  comes 
DiHTtafie.  uQiw  the  boat,  regardless  of  sex.     Seal  have  decreased 

very  rapidly  along  this  coast  in  the  last  three  or  four  years.    The  de- 
crease is  caused,  1  think,  by  schooners  using  shotguns  and  rifles  and 

killing  mostly  female  seals;   have  never  known  any 
No  pe  agic  pups  to  be  boru  in  the  water  or  on  the  coast  of  Alaska ; 
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have  never  known   any  ftir-seal  to  haul  out  on  the     -  ,  ,  *      .    ,  • 
land  on  the  coast  of  Alaska;  havp  heard  that  they  do  «^n  lulkS 
haul  out  on  the  Pribilof  Islands.    If  pelagic  seal  hunt-  <'<^<^* 
ing  was  stopped  in  the  waters  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  and     ProMbiOon. 
Bering  Sea,  seal  would  become  plentiful  once  more. 

his 

Mike  x  EJSxnusDUGK. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 

Geobge  Kastbometikoff, 

United  States  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  1803. 

A.  W.  Lavendeb^ 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  CJiarlie  KlananecJcy  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

« 

Oharlie  Klananeck,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  bom 
at  Sitka,  and  am  now  a  very  old  man.    Have  lived 
at  Wrangei  twenty  years;    have  been  a  hunter   all     Experience, 
my  life.    A  long  time  ago  I  hunted  seal  with  a  spear, 
but  of  late  years  have  used  the  shotgun.    When  seal 
were  struck  with  a  spear  none  were  lost;  a  great  many 
are  lost  when  the  shotgun  is  used.    Hunters  always  ,^in<u»«'^°»*n»*»  ^^ 
kill  all  seal  that  come  near  the  jjoat,  regardless  of  sex. 
Seal  are  becoming  very  scarce  on  the  coast.    The  rea-     Decrease, 
son  they  are  becoming  so  scarce  is  that  hunters  shoot 
them  with  guns,  and  kill  cows  with  pup.    Have  never     ^ 
known  of  fur-seal  pups  being  born  in  the  water  or  on       ^  p«»»ipc 
the  coast  of  Alaska  around  here.    Have  never  seen 
any  fur-seal  hauled  out  on  the  land  in  any  part  of  ^^  ^^^  ^^»^  np«» 
Alaska.     I  think  the  seal  are  hunted  so  much  by      '' 
schooners  that  they  have  no  chance  to  get  their  food     proteouon 
or  anything  else,  and  unless  this  is  stopped  seal  will 
soon  all  be  gone,  and  none  will  be  left  for  the  Indians. 

his 

Ghablie  X  Klananeck. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark  : 

J.  M.  POTTEB, 

A.  W.  Lavendeb. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavendeb, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  John  Kowineet^  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

John  Kowineet,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Am  48  years 
old;  born  at  and  reside  in  Sitka;  occupation,  a  hunter.  ^^    ^^ 
Have  hunted  seals  every  season  since  I  can  remember.      '^ 
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First  seen  aiul  takon  seal  off  Sitka  Sound ;  about  the  mid- 
Migration.  <11^  ^^  Ai)iil  vixeh  year  they  make  tlieir  appearance.  They 

are  then  workiii*^  northward  and  westward.  In  early 
days  I  used  si)ear  altogether.  Of  late  years  the  shot^n  and  rifle 
have  been  used  exclusivH^y.  About  GO  per  cent  of  the  seal  are  lost 
when  shot  with  shotgun.  When  rifles  are  usc^d  a  much  larger  propor- 
tion is  h)st.  Most  all  seal  killed  by  me  have  been  cows 
na^u  rlnlliUMl***^"^    ^^'^^^  pups.    Think  cows  are  much  nu)re  plentiful  on  the 

(joast;  sleep  more  and  are  more  easily  cax)tured  than 
,  ..     .  .       , ...    the  male  seal.     Have  not  killed  a  bull  seal  for  three 

iTuliHoriminnto  kill-  w    \  ii  i.  •»•  aix»i 

injr.  years.     I  have  tak(»n  a  few  yearlings,  mostly  females. 

I  always  kill  every  seal  that  comes  near  the  boat; 
hunters  use  no  discrimination.     If  seal  are  shot  dead,  they  sink  at  once 
and  it  is  hard  to  secure  them.     Seal  are  shot  in  tin*  heud  when  it  is 
Decrease  possible  to  do  SO.     Have  noticed  that  seal  are  decreas- 

ing very  fast  the  last  few  years.    I  think  the  cause  of 
the  decrease  is  that  tlnueare  too  many  schooners  hunt- 
ing  seal  in  l>ering  Sc^a  and  along  the  North  Paciiiccoast. 
o  peagic    rt  .     fj.^y^  ucvcr  kuowu  any  pups  to  be  born  in  the  water, 

or  anywhere  else  on  the  coast,  but  haveheard  that  they 

are  born  on  thePribilof  Islandsand  nowhere  else.  Have 
roJwl""*^  ^'""^  "^  °°  never  known  any  seal  to  haul  up  on  land  or  on  the 

coast  of  Alaska,  but  hav(»  heard  that  they  haul  ux>  on 
rn»tx?ctiun  *^^*'  Pribilof  Islands.     I  think  if  all  vessels  were  stopped 

from  hunting  seal  in  Bering  Sea  and  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
the  seal  would  again  become  plentiful. 

his 

John  x  Kowineet. 

•  mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark. 

George  Kastrometinoff, 

United  StaU\s  Court  Interpreter, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nu'  this  0th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  George  Lacheel-j  sealer, 

pelagic  sealing. 

George  Lacheek,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Am  40  years 

of  age;  born  at  and  live  in  Sitka.    Am  by  occupation 
ExiHTitnce,  ^*'«^^  liuntcr  iu   simnuer  ami   <leer  hunter  in  winter. 

Have  hunted  seal  every  season  since  a  small  boy.  Have 
^.     ^.^^  always  hunted  off  Sitka  Sound.    The  seal  geneniUy 

ipra  ion.  nuikc  their  ap])earance  about  April  15  of  each  year. 

They  are  then  advancing  up  the  coast  and  disap])ear  entirely  about 
•Tidy  1.  In  early  days  spear  and  arrow  was  used  exclusively,  but  now 
tlu»  shotgun  ami  ritle  are  used  instead.  Alxmt  50  per  cent  of  the  seals 
are  lost  when  shot   with  shotguns;  a  much  larger  per  cent  are  lost 

when  shot  with  a  rifle.    Most  all  sepals  that  I  have 
nau%*m!iSw*^*^°  ^''^^^^  takcu  wcre  cows  with  pup.    Think  cows  are  less  ai'tive 

and  require  more  sleep  than  the  young  male  seal.    A 
few  male  seal  have  been  taken  by  me  from  one  to  four  years  old. 
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Have  never  killed  but  few  old  bulls  in  my  life.  The  only  seal  that  can 
be  distinguished  in  the  water  is  the  old  bull,  which  can  be  told  by  its 
size.  Everything  in  shape  of  seal  that  comes  near  the  boat  are  killed 
if  i)ossible,  regardless  of  sex.  Seal,  when  instantly  killed,  will  always 
sink  quick.  I  always  shoot  seal  in  the  head  when  possible.  Seal  are 
not  nearly  as  plentiful  as  in  former  years;  have  noticed 
the  decrease  in  the  last  three  or  four  years.  Think 
the  cause  of  the  decrease  is  the  great  number  of  schooners  sealing 
in  the  North   Pacific  Ocean   and   Bering  Sea.    Have     ^,      ...... 

,  t      n  1      '         ^  '^1  ^  Ai  r»o  pelajric  birth. 

never  heard  oi  pups  being  born  m  the  water  or  on  the 

land  along  the  coast  of  Ahiska.     Have  never  known  of     ...         ,     ,       . 

lur-seals    liauhng   up  on  the  land  on  the  coast    oi  haul  up  on  the  aiuh- 

Alaska,  but  liave  lunird  that  they  haul  up  on  the  Pribi-  ^""  *""^*' 

lof  Ishmds.     I  think  if  schooners  were  prohibited  from  sealing  in  the 

o])en  waters  of   Bering  Sea    and  the  North   Pacific      „  x   . 

Ocean,  seal  would  again  become  plentiful  along  this 

coast. 

his 

George   x  Lacheek. 

murk. 

George  Kastrometinoff, 

United  Statea  Court  Interpreter, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  Ai)ril,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  Stateft  Treasury  Agent, 


Deposition   of   Capt,  A,    W.  Lavender ,  special   Treasury  agent  on  St. 

George  Island, 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Capt.  A.  W.  Lavender,  who  being  duly 
sworn,  dei)oses  and  says:  I  am  49  years  of  age,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  a  resident  of  Scotland,  South  Dakota.    I 

^  t     1  \  ±»       J.  i  ^  t        Experience. 

am  now,  and  have  been  for  two  years  past,  employed 
as  si^ecial  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  assigned  to  duty  as  agent 
in  charge  of  St.  George  Island.     While  in  LTnalaska  in  September,  1891, 
awaiting  transportation  to  San  Fran(*isco,  I  had  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine ])ers()nallv  the  seal  catch  of  the  steam-sloop  Chal-      „.  „ 
lenge,  which  had  been  warned  out  or  the  sea,  and  was 
undergoing  repairs  at  the  harbor  named.     The  catch      ^,^^^.jj    j^^    BeriDg 
amounted  to  172  skins,  which  were  all  taken  in  Bering  Sia. 
Sea  at  Vin'i(ms  distances  from  the  seal  islands,  and  of 
this  number  only  three  were  those  of  male  seals,  one     ^'''^««  ">»J«   f^^^Jj* 
of  these  being  an  old  bull,  and  the  other  two  being  ""  <»  »<»«»<>    *  • 
ycmnger  males. 

A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  June,  1892. 
[seal.]  C.  L.  Hooper, 

Notary  Fublic,  District  of  Alaslca. 
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Deposition  of  George  Mc Alpine j  sealer  {hoat-steerer). 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Gci»r/^c  Mc  Alpine,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at 
Juneiin.    Spent  the  la«t  season  on  the  AlUe  1.  Alger,  hunting  seal,  as 

boat-steerer.  First  seal  were  taken  oft'  Cape  Flattery 
Exi»rt-i»^ce.  about  the  middle  f)f  Febniary.     We  followed  them  up 

the  cf>ast  as faras Mount  Edgeenmbe.  Thelastof  April 
we  went  into  Sitka,  and  had  taken  402  seals.    The  shotgun  was  U8e<l 

exclusively.    Over  50  per  cent  of  the  seal  shot  were 

m^^withpup!*^"  '^    ^^^^'    ^^^^^^  ^^^  t^*c  ^^^^  taken  were  fenmles  with  pup. 

A  few  male  seal  were  killed,  ages  ranging  from  1  to 
5  years.    One  old  bull  was  taken.    Everything  was  killed  that  came 

near  the  boat;  we  did  not  use  any  discrimination. 
^^imiiiKTiminatc  kill-  ^^^,  ^^^  ^^.j^jj  p,^p  ^jU  fl^j^^  lighter  tliau  a  male  when 

killed.  Never  knew  of  pups  being  born  in  the  water 
No  pelagic  birth.  ^^^^  anywlicrc  else.  Xever  knew  any  fur-seal  to  haul 
Do  nothaoi  up  on  Qp  on  the  hiiid  aloiig  the  coast  of  Alaska.     I  think  all 

pelagic  scaling  should  be  stopped  for  a  few  years  in 
prot^Ttion.  order  to  give  the  seals  a  rest,  for  they  are  now  hunted 

eight  months  in  a  year,  and  if  we  exx)ect  them  to  increase  again,  we 
must  st4)p  hunting  them  in  Bearing  Sea  and  the  North  Pacific  Ocean. 

G.  McAlpine. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  daj'^  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  tStates  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  J.  D,  McDonald ^  sealer  {master). 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

J.  D.  McDonald,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:    I  reside  at 

Sitka.    Own  and  command  the  sealing  schooner  Adven- 
E»iM!ricuro.  ^^^^     ^Ym  by  occupation  a  miner  and  hunter.    Have 

been  engaged  in  sealing  two  years.    Have  hunted  from  San  Francisco 

to  Kodiak.  First  stJirt  to  hunt  about  the  last  of  March.  They  are  con- 
stantly on  tli<^  move  ni)  the  coast.  Have  always  used 
Migration.  ^j^^  shotgiiii  for  sealing.    1  think  we  lose  about  CO  per 

cent  of  the  seals  shot  with  shotguns.    Most  of  the  seals  taken  by  me 

have  been  females  with  pup.     The  female  seals  are 

nrnXs^jikVL*!*^"*"*  easier  kilhnl  than  the  male,  and  we  aim  to  get  them. 

A  few  yearlings  have  been  killed  by  me,  mostly  females. 

The  sex  can  not  be  distinguished  in  the  water  unless  it  be  the  case  of 

an  old  bull,  which  is  distinguished  by  its  size.    Everything  is  killed  in 

the  sha])e  of  a  seal  that  comes  near  the  boat.    We  al- 

^^TiHiiHiriniiiinte kill-   ^yays  slioot  s<»al  ill  thc  head  when  possible.    If  head  is 

not  exjiosed,  we  shoot  them  in  the  most  exposed  part 

of  their  body.    When  a  seal  is  killed  instantly,  he  will  sink  at  once, 

and  is  hard  to  secure  under  those  conditions.  Have 
noticed  a  decrease  in  seal  along  the  coast,  and  it  is  the 

general  opinion  that  they  are  decreasing  very  fast.    There  can  bo  but 
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one  reason  for  the  decrease,  and  that  is  they  are  hnnted  too  much  in  the 

open  waters.   Have  never  known  pnps  to  be  bom  in  the 

water  or  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  or  on  tiie  islands  ad-     Kopeiagio  birth. 

jaceut  thereto,  and  I  have  spent  5  years  on  the  coast  of 

Alaska.    Have  never  known  or  heard  of  seal  hauling  J^^^  ^**^  ^p  "* 

up  on  the  islands  or  main  coast  of  Alaska,  other  than 

on  the  Pribilof  Islands.    Have  seen  a  few  pups  in  Oordova  Bay  late  in 

December,  where  they  were  driven  by  strong  southeast  gales  prevailing 

on  the  coast  at  that  time.    Think  if  all  pelagic  sealing     p^^^ 

was  stopped  the  seal  would  become  plentiAil  again.    If    "<»*»"<»• 

they  keep  on  hunting  them  they  will  soon  be  exterminated. 

J.  D.  McDonald. 
Witness : 

A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  April,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  James  McKeen^  sealer  (master). 

PELAOIO  SEALINO. 

James  McKeen,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at 
Sitka  and  am  by  occupation  a  seaman  and  seal-hunter. 
Have  been  engaged  in  catching  seals  the  last  five  years,     ^p**"*"***- 
most  of  the  time  as  captain  of  a  schooner.    Have  seen  and  taken  the 
first  seal  off  Cape  Flattery.    When  seal  are  taken  off    ^-^^^^ 
Cape  Flattery,  Indian  hunters  were  employed,  who        ««*»^ 
used  spears.    Farther  west,  the  shotgun  was  used.    No  seal  are  lost 
that  are  struck  with  spears.    With  a  shotgun  about  50  per  cent  are 
lost.    About  all  the  seal  taken  are  femides  with  young.     ^^^^^  femiaea  with 
Very  few  young  male  seal  are  seen  on  the  coast.    A  few  young  ilken. 
yearlings  are  caught,  mostly  females.    Sex  of  seal  can 
not  be  told  in  the  water.    We  use  no  discrimination     indiaoriminiiteitni. 
and  kill  all  seal  that  come  near  the  boat.    Seal  are  not  ^'' 
shot  in  any  particular  place;  shoot  them  in  the  head     jj^^roMe 
if  possible,  if  not,  in  the  body.    Seal  are  not  as  plenti- 
ful on  the  coast  as  formerly.    Have  noticed  the  decrease  in  the  last 
three  years ;  caused ,  I  think,  by  the  indiscrimin  ate  kill-     ^^  peiagio  birth 
ing  of  female  seal.    Have  never  known  any  pups  to  be 
bom  in  the  water,  or  elsewhere  outside  of  the  Pribilof    ^^  ^^  h«ii  up  cm 
Islands.    Have  never  known  any  fur-seal  to  haul  up  on  cowt 
the  coast  anywhere,  outside  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.    I 
think  that  all  pelagic  seal  hunting  in  Bering  Sea  should     FroteeUon. 
be  stopped,  or  the  seal  will  soon  become  exterminated. 

James  McKeen. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  6th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Special  AgenU 
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Deposition  of  Martin  Slngay^  sealer. 

PELAaiC   SEALING. 

Martin  Singay,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Am  about  58 

Ex  R'rienf  yeais  old.    Born  at  and  reside  in  Sitka  and  am  by  occu- 

.xpenenffs  pation  a  luiiiter.    Have  liant<ul  seiil  every  summer  and 

deer  every  winter  sinee  I  was  a  small  boy.     llav  e  never  been  in  Bering 

Sea.     Have  hunted  seal  oft'  Sitka  Sound,  where  they  first  make  their 

Mi  'ration  api)earan(*e  about  April  15,  and  remain  in  greati^r  or  less 

i^ra  ion.  nund)ers  till  the  last  of  June.     In  early  days  1  used  the 

spear,  but  now  I  use  the  shotgun  and  rifle  exclusively.     When  I  used 

a  spear  none  were  lost  that  wen*  struck.     When  shotgun  is  used  nearly 

50  pi»r  cent  are  lost;  when  rifle  is  used  a  still  larger  j)ercentage  is  lost. 

The  last  three  years  about  half  the  seals  I  have  killed 
pijp  kuic(i"'*^*^  ^^^^*^   were  females  with  pu]).    A  few  mah»  seals  and  yearlings 

have  been  killed  by  me.    Have  killed  but  four  large  bulls 
indiHciimiuate kill-  j,,  |.|j^  j.^j^^  ^-^j^^.  y^ars.    1  cau  uot  UA\  the  sex  of  a  seal 

in  the  water,  but  shoot  everything  .that  comes  near  the 

boat  in  shape  of  a  seal.     S(*al  have  become  very  scarcer  the  last  few 

>.i,r-.i,iru        y^ars.    Too  many  whit«  num  are  engaged  in  killing 

op(  «i;u  ur  1.      ^^.^^\     ;Never  known  or  heard  of  ]mi)s  being  born  in  the 

water,  but  have  heard  of  them  being  born  on  the  PribiU)f  Islands. 

Never  knew  of  anv  fur-seals  to  haul  up  (m  the  land 
A?^kI.nV«^t.  "*'  "*"  J^l^"l?  the  coast  of  ^Vlaska.     I  think  that  if  schooners 

were  sto])j>ed  from  sealing  in  Bering  Sea  and  the  North 
Protoction.  Pacitic  Occau  seal  would  again  become  i)lentiful. 

his 

Mautin  X  Sing  AY. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

George  Kastbometinoff, 

United  St<it€s  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  0th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  ys\  Lavender, 
United  ISiates  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  JacJc  Sitka.,  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING — MIGRATION. 

Jack  Sitka,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Am  50  years  old* 
Was  born  and  reside  in  Sitka.  Am  a  hunter  by  occupation.  Have 
hunted  S(^al  every  season  since  I  was  a  boy.  Seal  first  make  their 
appearance  about  April  15  oft' Sitka  Sound,  and  disappear  about  July 

1.    When  I  was  a  boy  the  si)ear  and  arrow  was  used 

.xiM?rience.  ^^^  Sealing,  but  now  the  shotgun  and  rifle  are  used 

exclusively.    No  seal  were  lost  when  stru(».k  with  s])ear  or  arrow.    Fully 

50  p(^r  cent  of  seal  shot  with  shotgun  are  lost  and  a  nuich  larger  per 

cent  are  lost  when  shot  with  a  rifle.    Most  of  the  seals 
fcnlah'skuiwr^""*  takcu  are  cows  with  young.    I  think  they  are  taken 

because  they  are  more  tame  and  less  a<;tive  and  more 
easily  fipproached.    A  few  male  seal  are  taken,  their  ages  being  from 
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one  to  fonr  years.    A  few  yearlings  are  taken.    A  very  few  old  bulls  have 

ever  been  taken  by  nie;  the  last  three  or  four  years 

have  taken  but  three  old  bulls.    Hunters  use  no  dis-  .^indiscrimmate  km- 

crimination,   but   shoot  everything  that  eoines   near 

them.    Their  sex  can  not  be  told  unless  in  the  case  of  an  old  bull, 

which   is  distiiiguisliable  by  its  size.    When  seal  are  shot  as  soon 

as  they  put  their  heads  above  water,  they  sink  immediately  and  are 

haid   to  secure.    Alwjiys  shoot  seal  in  the  head  when  possible.    If 

not  possible  to  shoot  them  in  the  head,  then  I  shoot  them  in  the  most 

exposed  part  of  their  bodies.    Have  noticed  a  large  de-     ^ 

crease  in  seal  the  last  three  years,  caused  I  think,  by 

pelagic  sealing  in  Bering  Sea  and  the  North  Pacific  Ocean.    Have 

never  known  pups  to  be  born  in  the  water  or  Jiny  where     ^^^  ^.j^  ic  birth 

else  on  the  coast.    INTever  known  fur-seals  to  haul  up  on     no  nut"faui"up  on 

the  land.     Have  heard  that  they  do  haul  up  on  the   *""*^" 

Pribilof  Islands.    I  think  the  schooners  should  be  i)r()- 

hibited  from  sealing  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  and     ^^*»*^«*^«°- 

Bering  Sea.    If  that  was  done,  seal  would  become  plentiful  along  the 

coast. 

hi8 

Jack  x  Sitka. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 

George  KAkStrometinoff, 

United  Stdtes  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 


Deposition  of  Miehacl  ThlkahdaynahJcee,  sealer. 

PELAGXC   SEALING. 

Micliael  Thlkahdaynahkee,  being  didy  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Am 
about  ()0  years  old;  born  at  and  live  in  Sitka.    Have 
been  a  seal  hunter  all  my  life.     Have  first  seen  and      Experience, 
killed  seal  oft'  Sitka  Sound  about  April  15,  and  dis- 
ap])eai'  entirely  abcmt  July  1.     When  I  was  aycmng     ^^fi™^*""- 
man  the  spear  and  arrow  were  used,  but  of  late  years  tlie  shotgun  and 
rifle  ar<'  used  exclusively.    Very  few  seal  were  lost  when  sti'uck  with 
spear  or  arrow,  but  when  seal  are  shot  with  shotgun  over  50  per  cent 
aie  lost.     A  much  larger  per  cent  are  lost  when  seal  are  shot  with  rifles. 
Most  of  the  seal  taken  by  me  were  cows  with  pup. 
The  cows  are  less  active,  sleep  more,  and  are  more  femaiwJ^akon'^'^'"*"* 
easily  capture<l.    A  few  male  seal  have  been  taken, 
fiom  1  to  4  years  old.     But  very  few  old  bulls  have  ever  been  taken  by 
me.     Have  killed  a  few  yeiuhngs  every  year.    All  seal  are  killed  that 
come  near  the  boat,  regardless  of  their  sex.    I  never  . 

look  to  see  whether  1  have  killed  a  male  or  female  seal  in^"  '**'"'"  natokiu- 
until  I  have  the  seal  dead  in  the  boat.     Seal  have  been     i>©crea8e 
gi'owing  scarce  along  the  coast  the  last  four  years. 
Think  there  are  too  many  schooners  engaged  in  sealing  in  the  North 
Pacific  Ocean  and  Bering  Sea.    Have  never  known     ^^    ^  ic  birth 
])ni)s  to  be  born  in  the  water,  or  on  the  land  elsewhere       «?«  g»c 
than   the  Pribilof  Islands.    Have  never  known  any 
i'nr  seals  to  haul  up  on  the  land  or  on  the  coast  else-  coait ""    *"  "^  ^^ 
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ProtectioiL  where  than  the  Pribilof  Islands.    I  think  if  pelagic 

hunting  was  stopped  in  Bering  Sea  that  seal  would  be- 
come plentiful  along  the  coast  of  southern  Alaska,  and  we  Indians 
could  again  catch  plenty  of  them  with  the  spear,  which  is  a  much  better 
way  to  capture  seal  than  by  shooting  them  with  shotguns,  for  none  are 
lost  when  struck  with  a  spear. 

his 

,^.^  Michael  x  Thlkahdaynahkee. 

.     Witness:  mark. 

*     GEOBaE  Kastrometinoff, 

United  States  Court  Inteyyreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender,  . 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  Charlie  Tlalsatan,  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Charlie  Tlaksataii,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:   I  am  43 

years  old;  was  horn  at  Sitka,  Alaska.    Have  hunted 
Experience.  g^^^j   ^yy  mysclf  sincc  I  was  a  boy,  and  when  very 

small  went  sealing  with  my  father.  Seal  have  been  seen  and  taken 
on  the  coast  by  me  from  the  10th  of  April  till  the  4th  of  July.    At  the 

beginning  of  the  season  they  are  plentiful,  but  scarce  at 
igrat  on.  the  closc  of  tlic  scasoii.    They  are  constantly  going  north 

along  the  coast.  When  1  first  began  hunting  I  used  a  spear  and  bow 
and  arrow,  but  now  the  shotgun  is  used  exclusively.  WLen  seal  were 
struck  witli  a  spear  none  wei  e  lost ;  lose  about  50  per  cent  when  killed 
with  shotgun.    A  much  larger  per  cent  is  lost  when  rifle  is  used,  as  the 

seal  sink  very  quickly  after  being  shot.  Most  of  the 
maie^H  tak^n!*"**"*  ^**    scals  taken  on  this  coast  are  cows  with  young.     Cow 

seals  sleep  sounder  on  the  water,  and  are  less  active 
and  are  easily  captured.  Quite  a  large  number  of  yearlings  are  taken, 
most  of  which  are  females.    The  sex  of  the  seal  can  not  be  told  in  the 

water  when  hunting.  We  use  no  discrimination^  but 
^^indiacriminatckiii-  j^jjj  everything  in  the  shape  of  a  seal  that  comes  near 

the  boat.    When  seal  are  shot  dead  they  sink  very  rap- 
idly.   Seal  are  always  shot  in  the  head  when  it  is  possible  to  do  so. 
When  spear  was  used  seal  were  very  plentiful;  since  shotgun  is  used 
Decreafie  ^^^^  ^^®  bccoming  vcry  scarce.    Have  noticed  a  large 

decrease   the  last  four  years.    I  think  that  pelagic 
No  pelagic  birtt.      seal  huuting  iu  Bering  Sea  is  the  cause  the  seal  be- 
coming scarce  along  the  coast.    Never  knew  of  pups 
coFsl""*  **""^  "^  ""^  Toeing  born  in  the  water.    Have  never  known  fur  seal 

to  haul  up  on  the  land  or  on  the  coast  anywhere  in 
rotec  on.  Alaska.    I  think  if  pelagic  hunting  is  not  stopped  in 

Bering  Sea  the  seal  will  soon  beccme  exterminated. 

his 

Charlie  x  Tlaksatan. 

mark 

George  KosTRO]vrETiNOFF, 

United  States  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 
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Deposition  of  Peter  Trearsheity  sealer  (master), 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Peter  Trearsheit,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:    I  am  27 
years  old  and  reside  at  Sitka.    Am  by  occupation     ^^ 
a  seaman  and  seal  liunter.    Have  been  engaged  in       xp«nenc«- 
catching  seal  three  seasons.    Last  season  I  commanded  the  sealing 
schooner  SitJcaj  of  Sitka.    Took  seal  along  the  coast  as  far  as  Yakutat. 
First  seal  were  seen  and  caught  last  year  off  Sitka  Sound  and  last 
year   off    Salisbury  Sound  in  April  and  May.    The   ^.   ^^.^^ 
seal  are  working  to  westwsird  all  the  time.     Have      ^e^**®"^- 
always  used  a  shotgun  to  take  seal.    About  60  per  cent  of  the  seal  shot 
with  shotgun  are  lost.     A  much  larger  per  cent  are  lost  when  rifle  is 
used.    The  seals  taken  by  me  have  been  females  mostly 
with  pup.    Have  never  killed  a  bull  iu  my  life.    A  few  femiat^ukeSr^""* 
yearlings  are  taken,  all  of  which  are  females.    The  sex 
of  the  seal  can  not  be  told  in  the  water.    Hunters  use     indiBcrimmate  km- 
no  disciimination and  everything  in  the  shape  of  a  setU     ^' 
that  comes  near  the  boat  is  killed.    When  seal  are  asleep  lying  with 
their  heads  on  the  water  and  are  killed,  they  most  always  float,  but  if 
shot  as  they  put  their  heads  out  of  water  they  sink  almost  immediately. 
Always  shoot  a  seal  in  the  head  when  it  is  possible  to  do 
so.    Never  heard  of  nor  seen  pups  born  in  the  water  or  laj®  ^rth!*"^  ^^  ^^ 
on  the  coast  of  Alaska,  outside  of  Pribilof  Islands. 
Have  never  seen  or  heard  of  seals  hauling  up  on  the  c<^*i.°°*  ^*"^  ^^^^ 
coast,  elsewhere  than  on  the  Pribilof  Islands.    They 
very  seldom  come  nearer  this  coast  than  20  miles,  when  advancing  north 
towards  Bering  Sea.    I  think  if  sealing  was  stopped  in      protection 
Bering  Sea  tliat  seal  would  become  more  plentiful  along 
the  coast,  and  if  it  is  not  stopped  the  herd  will  soon  be  destroyed. 

Peter  Trearsheit. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 


Deposition  of  James  Unatajim,  sealer, 

PELAGIC  sealing. 

James  Unatajim,  being  duly  sworn,   deposes  and  says:    I  reside 
in   Sitka;   am    by  occupation  a  seal   hunter;   have   been   engaged 
in  that   business    since  I  was  a  small  boy.    I  am 
now  about  38  years  old.     Have  never  been  in  Bering       »p^ri«i»c«- 
Sea;  have  always  hunted  seal  along  the  coast  of  Alaska.    The  seal  first 
make  their  appearance  on  this  coast  off*  Sitka  Sound.     ^^  ^^^^ 
They  are  then  advancing  up  the  coast.    When  I  first         ^™ 
began  to  hunt  spear  and  arrow  were  used  exclusively;  the  shotgun  is 
now  used  by  the  Indian  hunters  for  the  same  purpose  in  lieu  of  the 
spear  and  arrow.    When  the  spear  was  used  all  seal  speared  were  se- 
cured.   About  50  per  cent  of  the  seal  are  lost  when  shot  with  shotguns. 
Whenever  I  have  used  a  rifle  for  shooting  seal  a  much  larger  propoition 
of  those  killed  have  been  lost  on   account  of  shooting  them  at  a 
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longer  distance  from  the  boat.  Most  of  the  seal  taken 
pr^g*I?IIit  fenmio^a!^^"  ^Y  ^^  hu vc  beoii  feiiiJiles  with  pup.    I  thiuk  the  female 

is  more  gentle,  sh»eps  more,  and  is  more  easily  captured. 
A  few  male  seal  have  b(H»n  taken  by  me,  ages  rangin|2:  from  1  to  4  years 
ohl,  1  sliouhl  tliink.  Some  yearlin<2:s  have  been  taken,  a  majority  of 
which  Mere  females  also.  Very  few  ohl  bulls  hav(5  been  killed  by  me. 
Sex  of  seal  can  not  be  distinj^fnished  in  the  wat(T,  except  in  the  case  of 

an  old  bull,  which  can  be  told  by  its  size.  No  discrim- 
ing"'*^**'"*"^'****^ ^'^^    ination  is  used  in  taking  seal;  everything  that  comes 

near  the  boat  is  shot  at.  If  the  seal  are  instantly 
killed  they  sink  at  once  and  are  hard  to  secure.    Seal  are  always  shot 

in  the  head  when  ixissible.     Have  notice<l  the  seal  have 

Decrease.  bci^u  decreasing  along  the  coast  the  last  four  years. 

Think  the  cause  of  the  decrease  is  that  then*  are  too  many  schooners 

No  peiauie  birth       ^^^^g<«g<^<^  "^  pclagic  Sealing  in  leering  Sea.    Have  never 

seen  or  lieard  of  pups  being  born  in  the  water  or  on 
the  land  on  i\iG  coast  of  Alaska.    Have  heard  that  imi)s  are  all  born 

on  the  rribih)f  Islands.     Have  never  known  or  beard 

A/j!lV?m^oa"t.  "^  ""  *^^  ^^'^^  hauling  u])  on  the  land  on  the  coast  of  Alaska. 

Have  heard  that  they  do  haul  up  on  the  Pribilof  Is- 
lands.    Think  if  sealing  by  the  s(*hooners  in  the  open  waters  of  the 

North  Tacilic  and  Ikying  Sea  was  prohibited,  the  seal 
protoctiou.  would  again  become  plentiful  along  the  coast. 

his 

,,..^  James  x  Unatajim. 

Witness:  mark. 

Gkorge  Kostrometinoff, 

United  States  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  \V.  Lavender, 
United  IStatea  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  Rudolph    WaltoUj  sealer, 

pelagic  sealing. 

Kudolph  Walt^Mi, being  duly  sworn  deposes  and  says:  I  am  25 years  of 

age;  born  at  Sitka;  am  at  juescnt  on  tin*  i)olice  tbrce. 

KxiMTumc.  ij^^.^  hunted  seal  three  s^'asons,  1889,  1800,  and  1891, 

around  Biorka  Island.     Have  seen  and  taken  seal  from  the  middle  of 

April  to  the  middle  of  May.     Thev  are  on  their  way 

Ai  1l/1"lt  loll  V  c-  V 

north  at  that  time.     1  us<' shotgun  and  rifle  to  take  seal. 
mr."iilnn^^^  About  ^9  j)cr  ( ( ut  aic  hjst  when  shot  with  shotgun; 

when  rifle  is  u^^cd  a  much  larger  per  cent  is  lost.    The 

ma  i<»rity  of  seal  taken  are  <ows.    ( 'ows  are  more  easily  captured  because 

they  have  pujjs.    A   few  yearlings  are  killed,  mostly  females.    Sex  of 

,  ,.     .  .       ,  .„    seal  can  not  be  distinguished  in  the  water.    No  di  scrim - 

InuiHci'iiiuutite  Kill-     •        ^«         •  i  •  T\         .•  n  i  -n     i  ^i     a. 

iu^r.  mat  ion  is  used  m  seal  hunting;  all  are  killed  that  come 

^  near.    Seal  are  decreasing  on  the  coast.     Have  no 

*"^"'**^*  ticed  they  have  decreased  rai>idly  the  last  two  years. 

The  decrease,  I  think,  is  caused  by  the  indiscriminate  killing  of  female 

seals.     Some  seal  when  shot  and  killed  dead  sink  at 
Nopiiadi  birth,      oucc.     Havc  ucvcr  kuowu  a  pup  to  be  bom  in  the 

water.    1  have  never  known  of  a  pup  seal  being  bom 
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Oil  the  rooks  of  the  coast  anywhere.    Have  heard  they     j. 

are  born  on  the  Pribilof  Islands.    Have  never  known  coast."**    *    "^  ^^ 

fiir-seal  to  haul  up  on  the  coast  on  anywhere  else  out-     Protection 

side  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.    Think  that  all  pelagic 

seal-hunting  should  be  stopped  in  Bering  Sea  in  order  to  keep  the  seal 

from  being  exterminated. 

Rudolph  Walton. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  April,  1891. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  agent 


Deposition  of  Charlie  Wank,  sealer. 

PELAaiC   SEALING. 

Charlie  Wank,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  am  30  years 
old.     Was  born  at  and  reside  at  Sitka. .  Am  by  occu- 
pation a  seal  hunter.    Have  been  catching  seal  most     Experience, 
all  my  life.    First  seal  are  seen  and  taken  by  me  off 
Sitka  Sound.    When  I  was  a  boy  seal  came  in  to  the  sound  very  close, 
but  now  I  have  to  go  a  long  ways  to  get  them.    Seal  do  not  stop  off 
the  sound  long,  but  are  constantly  on  the  move  north 
and  west.    The  spear  was  used  in  early  days,  but  now        ^gration. 
seal  have  become  scarce  and  shotgun  and  riHe  is  used  exclusively. 
When  the  spear  was  used  no  seal  were  lost.    Now  a  great  many  are 
lost  when  shot  with  a  shotgun  and  rifle.    Most  all  seals 
taken  are  females  with  young.    They  are  less  active,  takln'premant!'™*^*' 
sleep  more,  and  are  easier  captured.    What  few  male 
seals  are  taken  are  1,  2,  3,  and  4  years  old.    Quite  a  number  of  year- 
lings are  taken,  mostly  females.    The  sex  of  seal  of  same  age  can  not 
be  distinguished  in  the  water.    The  only  seal  that  can  be  distinguished 
is  an  old  bull.    We  use  no  discrimination  in  seal  hunt- 
ing; everything  is  killed  that  comes  near  the  boat,  ^indiscriminate  kiu- 
Pelagic  hunters  have  become  so  plentiful  and  seals  have 
become  so  wild  that  we  are  obliged  to  take  long  shots  at  them.    When 
seal  are  killed  dead  they  sink  almost  instantly.    All  seal  are  shot  in 
the  head  when  it  is  possible  to  do  so.    Have  noticed     D^i.^ja^ 
the  seal  are  decreasing  very  fast,  particularly  the  last 
four  years,  (jaused  by  the  indiscriminate  killing  of  seal  by  schooners 
in  the  waters  of  the  North  Paciflc  Ocean  and  Bering     ^^  ^^^^ 

Sea.    Never  have  known  of  x)ups  being  born  in  the       op^^ki*- 
water,  nor  elsewhere  on  the  coast  of  Alaska.    Have  never  known  of 
any  seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  or  on  the  coast  of 
Alaska.     Have  hc^ard  that  they  do  haul  up  on  the  tho^cJiSl^*'''  "^  ""^ 
Pribilof  Islands.    Think  if  all  i)elagic  seal  hunting     p^^^^ 
was  st<)p])ed,  the  seal  would  increase  along  the  coast       "* 
and  become  iilentifiil  once  more. 

hi8 

Charlie  x  Wank. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

George  Kostrometinoff, 

United  States  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  April,  1892, 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  AgenU 
2716— VOL  II 18 
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Deposition  of  P.  8.  Weittcnhillerj  sealer  {master). 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

P.  S.  Weittenhiller,  being:  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  have  re- 
sided at  Sitka  tlie  past  nine  years.    Am  now  owner 
Experienod.  of  the  Sealing  schooner  Clara  and  have  engaged  in 

sealing  this  season.  I  first  took  seal  off  Sitka  Sound 
during  the  month  of  March.  Have  done  my  sealing  all  this  year  be- 
tween Cape  Edgcumbe  and  Cross  Sound.  My  hunters  use  shotgun  ex- 
clusively. They  carry  a  rifle  with  them  in  the  boat  but  have  not  used 
one  this  season  to  my  know^ledge.  I  think  as  near  as  I  can  estimate, 
about  33 J  per  cent  of  the  seals  shot  are  lost.    Out  of  60  seal  taken  so  far 

this  season  46  are  fenmles  with  pup  and  14  were  males, 
^pt^gnant    females  Qnly  1  yearling  scal  has  bccu  taken  this  scasou.    It  is 

my  opinion  that  female  seal  are  more  easily  captured  and 
appear  to  be  more  tame  than  the  male  seal,  and  I  think  sleep  more.  Only 
1  old  bull  was  taken  this  seasoQ  among  the  males.  I  should  think  the 
male  seal  taken  this  year  were  between  2  and  3  years  old.  The  sex  of  a 
seal  can  not  be  told  in  the  water  except  it  is  an  old  bull.    Hunters  use  no 

discrimination,  but  kill  evervthing  that  comes  near  the 
^indiscrimiiiate  kiu-  y^^^     Huutcrs  slioot  all  scal  in  the  head  when  it  is 

possible  to  do  so  and  take  their  chances  of  its  sinking 

before  they  can  reach  them.    From  what  I  ki.ow  seals 

™*^*  have  been  decreasing  very  fast  in  recent  years.    Think 

the  decrease  is  caused  by  the  indiscriminate  killing  in  the  North  Pacific 

la     b  rth    ^^^'^'^  ^^d  Bering  Sea.    I  have  never  known  any  pups 

o  pe  gic  1    •  ^Q  1^^  born  in  the  water  or  anywhere  else  except  on  the 

Pribilof  Islands.  I  have  never  known  any  fur-seal  to  haul  up  anywhere 

Do       haul  u  on  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^'^  ^^®  coast  of  Alaska.    I  have  never  been 

coast. "°      "  "^°"  in  Bering  Sea.    I  think  sealing  should  be  prohibited 

Protection.  f^p  fom*  (^j.  fiy^  years  in  order  to  give  them  a  chance 

to  multiply  and  become  as  plentiful  as  they  formerly  were. 

P.  S.  Weittenhilleb, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  6th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Michael  Woosloot,  sealer, 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Michael  Wooskoot,  being  duly  sworn,  deimses  and  says:  I  am  60 

years  old;  born  and  reside  in  Sitka,  Alaska.    Have 
Experience.  bccu  engaged  in  hunting  seal  for  a  great  many  years 

in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  around  Sitka  Sound.    First 
seal  are  seen  and  taken  by  me  about  the  middle  of  April  of  each  year. 

There  are  more  or  less  of  them  on  the  coast  till  the  1st 
'^**  *""'  of  July.    First  pjirt  of  the  seiison  tliey  are  plentiful, 

but  towards  the  last  they  become  scarce.  During  the  above-mentioned 
period  the  seal  are  on  the  move  to  the  westward.  Many  years  ago,  when 
weal  were  plenty,  the  spear  was  used,  but  now  so  many  schooners  are  en- 
gaged in  sealing  that  the  shotgun  and  rifle  has  to  be  used  in  order  tq 


TAKEN  AT  OB  NSAB  BITKA.  275 

secure  them^  as  they  have  become  very  wild.    When  the  spear  was 
used  very  few  seal  were  lost.    About  50  per  cent  are  lost  when  shot 
with  shotgun.     A  larger  per  cent  are  lost  when  killed  with  a  rifle.    Al- 
most all  seals  taken  are  females  with  pup;  they  are  less  t    ii  tak 
active,  sleep  more,  and  are  more  easily  token.    Quite  a  pregnant  females.  ^ 
large  number  of  yearlings  are  token,  mostly  females. 
During  my  life  I  have  token  over  100  bull  seals.     The  sex  of    seal 
can  not  be  told  in  the  water.  Ko  discrimination  is  used     j^j^^^j^^^  ^^ 
in  seal  hunting;  all  seal  are  killed  that  come  near  the  ing.     ""»*'*»*•*>"• 
boat.    The  only  seal  that  can  be  distinguished  in  the 
water  is  an  old  bull.    When  a  seal  is  shot  dead  he  sinks  at  once.    Seal 
are  always  shot  in  the  head  whenever  it  is  x>ossible  to  do     iw«,j--e 
so.    Have  noticed  the  seal  are  decreasing  very  fast, 
owing  to  so  many  schooners  huntyig  seals  m  the  waters  of  the  ^North 
Pacific  Ocean  and  Bering  Sea.    Have  never  known  or         ^^   . . 
heard  of  pups  being  born  in  the  water  nor  on  the  coast       ^  ^*^  *      '^* 
of  Alaska  outside  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.    Have  never  known  of  any 
fur-seal  to  haul  out  on  the  land  on  the  coast  of  Alaska.     ^ 
Have  heard  of  them  hauUog  out  on  the  Pribilof  Islands,  a£?i?«  ^l*'''' "" 
but  have  never  been  there.    I  think  if  all  pelagic  seal 
hunting  was  stopped  seal  would  soon  become  pleotiful          ^    °' 
on  the  coast. 

his 
MiOHAEIi  X  WOOSKOOT. 

mark. 

George  Kostrometinoff, 

United  States  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavendeb, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


TESTIMONY  TAKEN  IN  OR  NEAR  DIXON  ENTRANCE. 


Deposition  of  Johnny  Baronoriteh^  natire  sedUr  at  Kasan. 

PELAGIC    SEALING. 

Johnny  Barommtch, bein^ duly  sworn,  de|K>ses  and  says:  I  was  bom 

at  Kasan,  and  have  lived  here  all  my  life.    My  busi- 
xix*  once.  ^^^^  .^  ^^^^^  of  huntinjr  and  lishing.     Have  hunted  fur- 

seal  in  a  e-anoe  in  May  off  the  Prince  of  Wales  Island.  Always 
ustMl  the  shotjxuu  for  taking  seal.  A  very  few  are  lost  when  shot 
with   the  shotgun,  as  we  slu>ot  them   dose   to  the  boat.    Most  all 

the  seals  taken  aixi  females  with  pup.  I  used  no  dia- 
cowrukonT*^^"*"*  crimination,  but  kill  everything  that  come  near  the 

boat  in  shape  of  a  st^al.    Never  stopi>ed  to  ask  if  it  is 

female  or  not.    A  few  old  bulls  have  l>een  taken  by  me, 

^^^naiMTiimnate  kill    T|n*j^  .^^.^  ^ioX  nearly  as  many  st^al  on  the  coast  as  there 

was  two  or  thi\H»  years  ago.  and  they  will  s^kui  be  all 

gone  unless  si»hooners  are  all  stopped  frt>m  hunting  seal 

'^'****^  along  the  coast  of  Alaska.     1  have  never  known  any 

^.     ,       .       .      pups  to  Ih*  l>orn  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  in  this  part 

oront^Misi.  of  Alaska.     >or  have  I  ever  seen  or  heani  i»f  any  fur 

seal  l>eing  in  the  inland  waters  of  this  part  of  Alaska. 
I  have  never  heani  of  any  fiir-seal  hauling  up  on  the  land  in  any  i>art- 
of  Alaska*     I  think  if  the  si*lu>i>ners  were  all  stopinnl  from  hunting 

ivot^ction  ^^^'  ^^^'^   would  lxHx>me  plentiful  once  more,  and  the 

*^  Tndians  could  catch  them  as  they  useii  to. 

Johnny  Bakoxoyitch. 
Witness  to  his  signature: 

•1.  M.  rOTTKK. 
A.  \V.  L.VYENPKR. 

SuhsirilXHi  and  swt»rn  to  before  me  this  0th  day  of  May.  1802. 

A.  W.  Layknder. 
United  Stat<*-  JV*<«jftiry  ApenU 


Depofiition  of  3f/n*rwY  BnteK  m-oUt. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Maurice  Bates,  being  duly  swom.  <le]Mist->  and  says:  1  am  4(»  years 

old.    Was  Imrn  in  British  Columbia,  and  now  reside 

EvptTicaiMi.  in  New  Metlakahtla.     1  am  a  hunter  by  ixvu lotion; 

have  hunted  fur-seal  in  a  canoe  ever  since  1  was  old 

276 
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enougb.    My  hunting  lodge  ig  <m  Dtmdas  Island,  and  ^^J^*  **■  Donda* 

I  hunt  in  Dixon  s  Entrance  and  off  Prince  of  Wales 

Island.    Have  always  used  a  shotgon  for  taking  seal, 

and  lose  about  40  j}ev  cent  of  what  I  shoot.    Most  of    Mostw  female  with 

the  seals  taken  by  me  have  been  female  with  pup.  pwp^'*"®*. 

Never  killed  but  one  old  bull  in  my  life.    I  have  killed 

a  good  many  small  bulls,  and  a  great  many  yearling  seals,  but  never 

examined  the  latter  as  to  sex.    I  have  always  hunted  seals  fh>m  March 

to  June.     Everything  that  comes  near  the  boat  in   .  indj,„jriininatekiu. 

shape  of  a  seal  is  shot,  regardless  of  sex.    The  seal  are  ing. 

not  near  as  plentiful  as  they  used  to  be.    The  cause  of 

the  decrease  is,  I  think,  too  many  schooners. hunting     Decrease. 

them  off  Ifrince  of  Wales  Island  and  around  Dixons 

Entrance.    Have  never  known  any  seal  pups  to  be  j^^J^"^*  "°*  ^^ 

born  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  anywhere  around  this    ^  ^ 

part  of  Alaska.    Have  never  seen  or  heard  of  seals     Do  not  haul  ap  on 

hauling  up  on  the  land  around  this  part  of  Alaska.    1  ^"^^' 

have  never  seen  any  fur  seal  around  Annette  Island 

or  any  of  the  inland  waters  of  Alaska.    I  think  the     protection. 

schooners  should  be  prohibited  from  hunting  seal  out 

in  the  water  off  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  so  that  the  seal  will  become 

plentiful  again. 

his 
MAURIOE    X    BATES, 
mark 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
David  Leask. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mo  this  10th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Edward  Benson^  sealer. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Edward  Benson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  34  years 
old.    Was  born  in  British  Columbia  and  now  reside  at 
Kew  Metlakahtla.    I  have  been  engaged  in  hunting       Bxperionco. 
five  years.    Have  hunted  seal  in  canoes;  begin  to  hunt 
the  last  of  March  and  hunt  till  the  middle  of  June.    I  have  had  my  hunt- 
ing lodge  at  Nicholas  Ba^*^  and  on  Dundas  Island.    Hunt  seal  in  Queen 
Charlotte  Sound,  Dixons  Entrance,  and  off  Prince  of  Wales  Island. 
I  use  the  shotgun  for  taking  seal.    I  lose  about  25  per  cent  of  the  seals 
shot.    Think  the  majority  of  the  seals  taken  are  cows. 
Never  killed  but  two  old  bulls  in  my  life.    Have  killed     Majority  uken 
quite  a  number  of  yearling  seals  and  some  young 
males  2  and  3  years  old.     We  kill  everything  that 
comes  near  the  boat,  and  use  no  discrinunation,  but     indiacriminate  kiu- 
shoot  them  regardless  of  sex.     Seal  are  getting  very    "*' 
scarce.    I  think  the  cause  of  the  scarcity  is  too  many 
people  hunting  seal.    I  have  never  kuown  any  pups  to         ****** 
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Not  iwrn  in  water  |)e  boni  ill  tlic  watcr  OF  Oil  the  land.    Nor  have  T  known 
or  oil  roRH .  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  liaulinj;'  np  on  the  Lmd  anywhere  in  Alaska. 

Do  not  haul  up  on  1  liave  nevei'  seen  anv  fur  seals  in  the  wat^r  around 

AiHHkai.  oimst.  AiHiette  Island.    1  think  schooners  should  be  prohib- 

Prou-ction.  ited  IVoni  hunting  seal  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  to 

give  them  a  chance  to  increase  again. 

Edward  Benson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W,  Lavender, 
United  /States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Charlie  Dahtlinn  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Charlie  Dahtlin,  being  duly  sworn,  de[>oses  and  Siiys:  I  was  born  in 

Shakan  and  have  lived  here  all  my  life.    Am  a  very 
.x|H^r « n.Mv  ^^j^^  iiuui.    llavc  l>een  a  hunter  all  my  life,  hunting  both 

seal  and  bear  and  all  kinds  of  land  animals,  and  have  killed  a  gieat 
many  of  all  kinds.  Have  hunted  seal  off  the  west  coast  of  Prince 
Kdward  Island  for  a  number  of  years.  When  I  was  a  boy  spear  was 
used;  now  the  shotgun  and  ritle  are  exclusively  used  for  taking 
seal.  None  were  lost  when  the  spear  was  used.  When  the  shot- 
gun is  used  sometimes  they  are  lost.  A  few  more  are 
Majority  takou  h>st  whcu  ritle  is  uscd.  Majority  of  seals  taken  are 
imsimni  fomaio*,        ^.^>^yj,  y^,[xh  pui>.    Oiice  iu  a  whilc  wc  take  an  ohl  bull. 

A  few  yearlings  are  taken  also.     All  seal  are  killed 

iiuiucriminiMo  kill    tluit  coiue  uear  the  canoe,  whether  it  is    male  or  fe- 

"*"'  male.     J  nuike  no  ditfeivnce.     In  former  years  there 

ivrnast'.  wcic  lots  of  scal,  but  HOW  thd'c  are  very  few.    Too 

many  schoonei's  hunting  them  all  the  time  in  the  water, 
killing  the  mother  seals  as  well  as  others.     Have  never  known  of  any 

pups  being  born  in  tlu»  water  or  on  the  land  on  the 
wat"r  ""*  ^"^  ™  "'  coast  of  Alaska.    1  have  never  heard  ot  any  or  seen  any 

fur-seal  hauled  up  on  the  land  anywhere  around  Prince 
IV  not  bHiii  lip  on  Kdwani  Island  or  anv  where  else  on  the  coast.     If  the 

schooners  an^stopiK'd  fi\>m  taking  seal  otf  Prince  Ed- 

waiil  Island  the  seal  will  btrome  plenty,  ami  the  indiaus  can  kill  them 

.,  .   ..  as  thev  did  a  long  time  ago.    Now  the  Indiaus  can  get 

very  tew. 

Chaklie  X  Dahtlin. 

m.irk. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

.1.    M.    I'OTTEK. 

A.  W.  I.AVF.Nnru. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  May,  is<)2. 

A.  W.  Lavkndkk, 
United  i>tates  Trta;futy  Ayent. 
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Deposition  of  William  Duncan^  resident  of  New  Metlakahtld, 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

William  Duncan,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  60  years 
of  age;  I  have  resided  in  British  Columbia  thirty  years  and  at  New 
Metlakahtla  live  years,  and  have  always  been  with  the     j;— ^.jenc 
Tsimshean    Indians,   both  in  British  Columbia  and     ^^  *°^® 
Alaska.    The  Tsimsheans  are  great  hunters  of  fur-seal.    The  Indians 
left  their  homes  in  March  and  remained  away  until  May.    Their  hunt- 
ing lodges  were  on  some  small  islands  outside  of  Dundas  Island. 
From  what  they  tell  me  the  majority  of  seals  taken 
by  them  have  been  females  with  young.    The  Indians  pr^gnant*?emaiL^*° 
report  to  me  that  the  seal  are  very  much  scarcer 
than  they  were  in  former  years,  and  I  know  that  they  don't  bring 
in  as  many  skins  as  they  did  in  former  years,  although  skins  are 
bringing  a  much  better  price  than  they  used  to.    I 
have  never  known  of  any  fur-seal  pups  being  bornr  wa^el?"  °**'  ^"*  "* 
in  the  water    or    on    the    land  in  British    Columbia 
or  Alaska,  but  have  heard    they  are   born  on  the  Pribilof  Islands. 
The  Indians  have  always  reported  to  me  wlien  they  re- 
turned from  hunting  that  the  seal  had  all  gone  north     ^*^»*^""- 
to  have  their  young.    I  have  never  known  or  heard  of  any  fur-seal 
hauling  up  on  the  land  in  British  Columbia  or  Alaska     d„  ^^^  hani  up  on 
outside  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.    My  connections  with  r^ast  out«ide  of  ptib- 
the  Indians  have  been  such  that  had  there  been  a  fur-  ^^^^' 
seal  rookery  in  British  Columbia  or  Alaska  i  certainly  should  have 
known  it.    The  Indians  have  always  hunted  seal  with  a  shotgun, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  they  have  killed  a  great  many  more  than 
they  secured.    There  can  be  but  one  cause  for  the 
scarcity  of  seal,  and  that  is  the  indiscriminate  killing  .^in<^"crimina(«  kiu- 
of  them  in  the  water,  and  unless  that  is  stopped  the 
seal  must  soon  be  exterminated.    The  sea-otter,  which  were  plentiful 
on  this  coast  at  one  time,  are  now  scarcely  seen  at  all, 
and  the  indiscriminate  slaughter  of  them  in  the  water         creaue. 
has  almost  entirely  exterminated  the  animal.    Some  few  remain  in  the 
far  north,  but  they  are  very  hard  to  secure. 

William  Duncan. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  Echon^  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Eehon,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Am  about  50  years  old 
and  was  born  at  Shakan.  Have  lived  there  all  my 
life.  Am  a  hunter  by  occupation.  Have  hunted  seal  *^*P®rience. 
in  tlie  summer  time  and  land  game  in  the  winter.  Have  hunted  seal 
of!"  Prince  of  Wales  Island  in  the  spring.  In  former  years  I  used 
to  catch  seal  with  a  hook  by  paddling  up  close  to  them  when  they 
were  sound  asleep  and  hooking  them.  Can't  use  the  hook  now,  as  the 
seal  have  become  very  wild  since  they  are  hunted  so  much  by  schooners. 
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!N</W  I  use  tbe  shotgun  exclusively  for  taking  seal.    Very  seldom  I  lose 
one,  as  1  always  shoot  them  close  to  the  boat.     I  never  examine 

'  them  to  know  whether  they  are  men  or  women  seal.    I 

^  in.iiscriminato  kill    (»an  iiot  tell  the  difference  in  the  water,  and  shoot  every- 

^^^'  thing  without  knowing  whether  they  are  men  or  women. 

Some  years  ago  the  fur-seal  were  phaity  off  the  islands,  but  since  the 

'  schooners  have  hunted  them  they  are  nearly  all  gone 

rrea«e.  ^^^^^  ^^  .^  ^^^^^^  ^.^^.  ^j^^^  huliaus  of  tliis  viUagc  to  get  any. 

Have  never  known  any  jiu])  seal  to  be  born  in  the 
lu^lltw  *^*""*  ^""^   water  or  any  when;  elw^'in  this  part  of  Alaska.    Have 

never  known  any  to  haul  up  on  the  land  anywhere  m 
Alaska,  nor  havi^  I  ever  seen  any  seal  in  the  inland  waters  wherever  I 
have  been  in  Alaska.    I  think  the  schooners  should  be  stopped  from 

hunting  seal  so  that  the  seal  may  become  plentiful  on 
Pn)tectioii.  ^|^^  coast  and  the  Indian  may  again  have  a  chance  to 

get  them.    It  makes  me  feel  bad  to  think  the  seal  are  most  all  gone  and 
we  can't  hunt  them  as  our  fathers  used  to. 

EcuoN  (his  X  mark). 
Witnesses  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  \V.  Lavender, 
United  Statcit  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Chief  Franks  second  chief  Kaskan  Indians,  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Chief  Frank,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  the  second 
chief  of  the  Kaskan  Indians.    ^Vas  born  at  and  have  livtnl  in  Kaskiui 
all  my  life,  and  am  now  a  very  old  man.     My  lather  lived  here  before 
me.     My  occupation  has  always  been  that  of  a  hunter.     Have  hunted 
,^ri,.nce  fur-seal  in  canoes.     Have  always  used  the   shotgun 

.xpe  once.  ^^^  killing  scal,  and  but  very  few.  are  lost.    There  were 

kills'^"*"*  cows  eow  seals  with  pup  among  the  seals  that  I  have  taken, 

but  I  don't  know  how  many.     I  have  never  taken 

^^indiw riminato  kill    au  old   bull  iu  uiy  life.     Kverything  in   shai>e  of  a 

°^'  seal  that  comes  near  the  boat  is  killed.     Fur-seal 

ivcrt^ae.  ,^^.^^  ^^^^  .^^  plenty  as  they  used  to  be,  and  it  is  hard 

for  the  Indians  to  catch  any.    I  think  there  are  too  many  white  men 

in  schixmers  hunting  seals  ar<mnd  Dixon's  Entrance. 

laid.  "***  ***"^  "'*""  1  never  knew  any  fur-seal  to  l»e  in  the  inland  waters 

around  this  part  of  Alaska,  nor  have  1  ever  known 

any  fnr-sejil  to  haul  up  on  the  land  anywhere  in  Alaska.     I  have  never 

heanl  of  seal  pups  being  born  in  the  water.    I  don't 

^liT  °'''  ^*^™  "'   *^"*>^^'  ^'^^'^^  ^**  ^'""^  about  the  schooners.    There  is  one 

thing  certain,  seiUs  are  getting  scarce. 

his 

Chief  x  Frank. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  0th  day  of  May.  1S02. 

A.  \v.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 
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Deposition  of  GharUs  Oibson,  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Charles  Gibson,  boin^  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  33  years 
old;  was  born  in  British  (Jolumbia,  and  now  live  at     yxiriene 
Port  Chester.    I  have  hunted  seal  in  canoes  in  Queen 
Charlotte  Sound.    Have  always  used  the  shotgun  for  taking  seal.    I 
lose  about  33^  per  cent  of  M^hat  I  shoot.    I  have  never  examined  the 
seal  as  to  sex.    I  shoot  everything  that  comes  near     ,  ,     •      *  ,  m 
the  boat  and  use  no  discrimination  whatever.     The  ing. 
seal  are  becoming  very  scarce,  caused,  I  think,  by  the     Decrease, 
white  men   hunting  them  too  much.     I  have  never 
known  of  pups  being  born  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  ^*'  "^"       '' 

anywhere  around  Alaska.    I  have  never  seen  or  heard     se^^s  <i»  "»t  imni 
of  fiir  seal  hauling  up   on  the  land  in  this  part  of  "^*""  *"  * 
Alaska.    I  have  never  seen  a  fur- seal  in  the  inland  wat-ers  between 
Port  Chester  and  Loring.    I  think  if  the  white  men     protection 
were  prohibited  from  taking  seal  around  Dixons  En- 
trance, Prince  of  Wales  Island,  and  in  Queen  Charlotte  Sound  the  seal 
would  become  plenty  once  more  and  the  Indians  could  catch  them 
again  as  they  used  to. 

his 

Charles  x  Gibson. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  May,  1892/ 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  oj  Henry  HaMane^  sealer. 

PELAGIC  sealing. 

Henry  Haldane,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  33  years 
old;  born  in  British  Columbia,  and  now  reside  at  New 
Metlakahtla.    Have  hunted  fur-seal  in  a  canoe.    Have       '^p^^ricncc- 
had  my  hunting  lodge  on  Dundas  Island  and  Nicholas  Bay,  and  hunt 
seal  from  the  last  of  March  to  the  first  of  June  off  Prince     ^. 
of  Wales  Island,  in  Dixons  Entrance  and  Queen  Char-        **^* 
lotte  Sound.    They  all  disappear  about  June  1  on  their  way  north.    Have 
always  used  a  shotgun  for  taking  seal,  and  lose  about     ^^  ^^^  number  of 
25  per  cent  of  the  seals  1  shoot.    Think  the  seals  taken  maies^and^femaies 
by  me  have  been  about  equally  divided  between  females  ^^^"■ 
and  males.    Have  taken  a  number  of  yearling  seals  and  some  two 
and  three  year  old  males.     Have  never  killed  an  old  bull.    I  always 
shoot  everything  that  comes  near  the  boat;   can  not     ,  ,,    ,  ,    ,  . ,,, 

.    ,-    ,,  ^       •     ^ui  X  mi  1  x  1  ImliBcriminatfc  kill. 

tell  the  sex   m  the  water.    The  seal  are  not  nearly  ing. 

as  plentiful  as  they  once  were,  and  I  think  they  are     Becroaae. 

hunted  too  much  by  schooners.    Have  never  known 
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yo    1    ie  birth       ^^^  pups  to  bc  bom  ill  the  water  or  on  the  land  any- 
..ope  agio  where  in  Ahiska.     I  have  never  known  any  fur-seal  to 

liaul  up  on  the  land.    Old  fables  tell  us  that  they 
coM*t  "***  ^*°^  ^^  °°  hauled  up  at  one  time,  but  I  have  been  unable  to  leani 

that  they  ever  did.    Fever  seen  any  fur-seal  anywhere 
around  this  island  or  in  any  of  the  inland  waters. 

Henry  Hax.dane. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nie  this  10th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavendkr, 
United  t^tatea  Treasury  Agent, 


Deposition  of  Jacl'  Johnson^  sealer, 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Jack  Johnson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  39  years 

old,  and  was  born  at  Tongrass,  and  now  live  at  Wrangel.    Am  a  hunter 

Ex   rience  ^^  occupatiou,  and  have    hunted  fur-seal   in  Queen 

xp«r  ence.  Oliarlotte  Souud,  using  shotgun  exclusively.    Quite  a 

number  of  seals  are  lost;  I  don't  know  how  many. 
femail*  *^^  P^'^s^""*^  Most  of  the  seals  taken  are  females  with  pup.    Once 

in  a  while  an  old  bull  is  killed.  Everything  in  the 
shape  of  a  s(»al  that  comes  near  the  boat  is  shot.  Seal 
are  not  nearly  as  plentiful  on  the  coast  as  in  former 

No    la  io  birth       ^i^^^^"*'    Havc  ucvcr  kuowii  pups  to  bc  born  in  the  water 
.opeagic  ir  i.      ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  lawd  in  this  part  of  Alaska.    Have  never 

known  or  heard  of  fur-seals  hauling  up  on  the  land  on 
coSt.""*'''*"^  "P  ^"  the  coa.st  of  Alaska.    My  idea  is  that  there  are  too 

many  camp-tires  around  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  that 
scares  the  seal  out  to  sea.  The  seal  smell  the  smoke  and  won't  come 
near  the  land;  and  there  are  a  large  number  of  people  shooting  seal, 
which  scares  them  away  also. 

liiH 

Jack  x  Johnson. 

mark. 

Witnesii  to  his  mark : 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  May,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  Johnnie  Jolintin^  sealer, 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Johnnie  Johntin,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  belong  to 

Klawak,  where  1  was  born.     Am  now  living  at  Shakan. 
Experience.  Am  by  occupation  a  hunter;  have  been  hunting  seal 

and  land  animals  since  a  boy.  Have  always  hunted 
seal  off  Prince  of  Wales  Island  in  spring  and  early  summer.  Uave 
always  used  shotgun  and  rifle  for  taking  seal.  1  never  lose  any 
A  larjie  proiwrUon  ^^^^  wlicu  I  shoot  them,  bccausc  I  always  shoot  them 
kiiitMi  pregnant  fe-  closo  to.  A  large  proportion  of  seals  killed  by  me  were 
"  ®*'  cows  with  pup.    Have  killed  a  very  few  old  bulls  and 
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Ronie  yearlings.    I  sboot  everything  in  shape  of  a  seal  that  comes  near 
tlie  boat  and  use  no  discrimination.    There  are  too     inducrimimite  kui. 
many  schooners  hunting  seal  off  Prince  of  Wales  Is-  ing. 
land,  and  it  is  hard  for  indians  to  get  any  in  canoes. 
Have  never  known  pups  to  be  bom  in  the  watei'  or  on     ko  pdagic  birth, 
the  land  anywhere  on  the  coast  of  Alaska.    Have  never 
known  any  seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  in  Alaska.    I  ^  "»<>*  h»«i  «»p  <>" 
have  never  seen  any  fur-seal  in  the  inland  waters  of 
Alaska  wherever  I  have  traveled.    I  think  all  schogners  should  be 
stopped  from  hunting  seal  off  Prince  of  Wales  Islands,     protection 
so  the  seal  would  become  plentiful  once  more  and  the  in- 
dians could  catch  l^em  again. 

his 

Johnnie  x  Johntin. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark  : 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  James  KUmankety  sealer, 

PELAOIO  SEALING. 

James  Klonacket,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born 
at  Klinquan,  and  have  lived  at  Howkan  a  great  many  years.    I  am  now 
a  very  old  man  and  am  a  hunter  by  occupation.    Have  hunted  fur-seal 
for  twelve  seasons  off  Prince  of  Wales  Island.    Have     Bxpedence 
always  hunted  seal  a  month  and  a  half  before  the  small       *p«"«»c«- 
birds  hatch,  and  they  hatch  about  June  1.    The  seal  all     Mi«»tioii 
go  north  about  this  time.    I  use  the  shotgun  for  taking     ■^*^™" 
seal,  and  sometimes  I  lose  one  or  two  out  of  ten  that  I  kill.    When  I 
first  began  to  hunt  seals  the  females  were  plenty,  but     D^^^^^g^ 
now  they  are  not  so  plenty.    The  mjyority  of  seals  killed         "*^' 
the  last  few  years  have  been  young  males  two  and  three  years  old.    I 
have  killed  a  few  old  bulls.    They  were  not  plientiful  when  I  first  began 
t;0  hunt,  then  they  got  plenty,  and  now  they  are  nearly  all  gone.    Fe- 
male and  male  seals  look  the  same  in  water,  unless  it  be  au  old  bull, 
which  I  can  tell  by  its  bigness,  and  I  shoot  everything  that  comes  near 
the  canoe.    Seal  used  to  be  plentiful,but  now  they  are  nearly  all  gone. 
Theyaretoomuchhuntedbythewhitemenwithschoon-         ^^ 
ers.    Have  never  known  any  x>ups  to  be  bornin  the  water       ^v^»%^ 
or  on  the  land  anywhere  in  Alaska  or  British  Oolumbia,  and  I  don't  know 
where  they  are  born.    I  don't  know  of  any  fur-seal 
hauling  up  on  the  land  anywhere  in  Alaska  or  British  ^J^i^a***"®^^**^ 
Columbia,  and  1  don't  know  where  they  do  haul  up. 

his 

James  x  Klonaoket. 

mark 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
A.  W,  Lavender. 
H.  R.  Gould,  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  May,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
TIniieA  States  Treasury  Agent 
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Deposition  of  Edward  Maitland,  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Edward  Maitlaiid,  \m\\^  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born 
in  British  Columbia.  I  reside  now  in  New  Methikabtla.   Am  31  years  old. 
Ex  >erieiic4)  ^  luive  been  a  hunter  all  my  life.     Have  hunted  seal  in 

xi>ereiic4).  ^^  ejiuoe;  my  lodge  was  on  Dundas  Island,  and  1  hunted 

in  Queen  Charlottes  Sound  and  Dixons  Kn  trance.   Always  used  the  shot- 
gun for  tiiking  seal.   About  50  per  cent  of  the  seals  shot  with  shotgun  are 

lost.    Most  of  the  seals  taken  by  me  have  been  females 

mjaortaken  ^""*  ^*    ^^^^^  P^P'  ^  ^^'^vc*  uever  taken  a  big  bull  in  my  life.   Have 

killed  small  bulls  and  some  yearlings.     It  makes  no  dif- 

ferenee  if  a  seal  is  a  male  or  female;  we  shoot  everything  that  eomes  near 

r-v  b-  tb       ^'i^^^w^l^-     I  have  never  known  any  pups  to  be  Imu'u  in 

o\w  ajrir  ir   .      ^^^^  water,  or  on  the  land  on  the  coast  around  this  part 

IX      *  i,«„i  „r.  ««  of  Alaska.     1  have  never  known  any  fur-seal  to  haul 

Do  not  haul  up  on  . ,         i        ^  t  •        »  i      i  "^         -r    ^ 

AiH8kau  coaHt.  up   ou  the  hiiid  auywhcrc  in  Alaska.     I  have  never 

seen  any  fur-seal  around  Annette  Island  anywhere, 

Edward  Maitland. 

Witness  to  his  signature: 
J.  M.  Potter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  May,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  /States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Frederiek  Mason j  sealer, 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Frederick  Mason,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  32  years 
old.    Was  born  in  British  ( 'olumbia,  and  now  reside  at  New  Metlakahtla. 

Am  a  hunter  by  occupation;  have  hunted  fur-seal  in 
Experience.  cauocs  siiicc  I  was  a  boy.    Tlu»  seal  first  make  their 

appearance  in  March  off  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  and  leave  about  the 
middle  of  June.  My  hunting  lodge  has  always  been  on  Nicholas  Bay, 
and  I  have  hunted  in  Queen  Charlotte  Sound,  Dixons  Entrance,  and  off 
Prince  of  Wales  Island.    1  always  use  the  shotgun  for  taking  seal,  and 

lose  about  25  per  cent  of  what  I  shoot.  The  seals  killed 
kiiiwi.^'"^^  ^*'"'*'*^''  by  me  were  about  half  males  and  half  females.    Have 

killed  but  one  old  bull  in  my  life.    I  have  killed  quite  a 

number  of  yearling  seals,  but  never  examined  them  as 
^^indirtoriniinate  kill    ^  ^^^     Everything  that  comes  nejir  the  boat  in  shape 

of  a  seal  is  shot;  I  can  not  tell  the  sex  of  a  seal  till 
aft(T  it  is  dead.  There  are  not  near  as  many  hunters  hunting  seal  as 
there  used  to  be,  for  tlie  seal  are  decreasing  very  fast.  I  know  be- 
cause I  am  hunting  seal  all  the  time.  There  are  too  many  schooners 
hunting  seal  off  the  Prince  of  Wales  Island  and  Dixons  Entrance  and 

if  they  an»  not  stopi)ed  they  Avill  s(K)n  be  all  gone.  1 
rrottctiou.  have  never  seen  a  pup  born  in  the  water,  nor  have  I 

ever  he^rd  of  a  pup  being  born  on  the  land  around 
No  peiftgic  birth,      this  part  of  Ahiska.    I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  a 

tiir-seal  being  hauled  up  on  the  land  anywhere  in  this 
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part  of  Alaska,  nor  do  I  believe  that  old  fable  that  Ir     do  not  haul  up  on 
told  by  some  of  the  old  iiieu  that  fur-seal  once  did  haul  ^^^^^' 
up  here,  or  auy  other  part  of  Alaska  outside  of  the  Seal  Islands.   I  think 
if  the  schooners  were  prohibited  from  taking  seal,  they  would  become 
plentiful,  as  they  were  yeais  ago. 

his 

Frederick  x  Mason. 

tnark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
David  Lkask. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  May,  1892. 

.  A.  W.  Lavender, 
^  United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Amos  Millj  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Amos  Mill,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  in  Brit- 
ish Columbia;  I  am  about  50  years  old,  and  now  reside  in  New  Metla- 
kahtla ;  have  been  a  hunter  all  my  life ;  have  hunted  fur- 
seal  in  canoes ;  my  lodge  is  on  Dundas  Island,  and  I  hunt     ^p®"*^^®- 
off  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  in  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound  and  Dixon's  En- 
trance; have  always  used  the  shotgun  for  taking  seal;  about  20  per  cent 
of  the  seals  I  shoot  with  shotgun  are  lost;  most  all  the 
seals  killed  by  me  have  been  females  with  pup;  the  femSlJ, kiii^'*^*"* 
seal  hunting  commences  in  March   and  ends  about 
the  middle  of  June;   the  seal  are  constantly   going      Migration. 
north  during  that  time;  I  shoot  all  seal  that  come  near 
the  boat,  regardless  of  sex;  have  never  killed  but  two     t  j»     •  * 
old  bulls  in  my  life;  I  have  killed  a  few  young  bulls,  j^^^**^"™^***  ^ 
and  plenty  of  yearling  seal;  never  examined  them  as 
to  sex;  1  have  never  known  any  pups  to  be  born  in  the     no  pelagic  birth, 
water  or  any  on  the  laud  in  this  part  of  Alaska;  I  have 
never  seen  any  seal  hauled  out  on  the  land  anywhere 
around  this  part  of  Alaska;  I  have  seen  a  few  fur-seals  eoisl""^  *'*"^  "^  °" 
in  the  waters  near  Prince  of  Wales  Island  in  the 
months  of  May  and  June. 

his 

Amos  x  Mill. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
David  Lkask. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  May,  1891i. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  /States  Treasury  Agent, 
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Deposition  of  Matthew  MorriSy  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Matthew  Morris,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at 

Kasaii  and  am  22  years  old.    Am  a  hunter  by  oecupa- 

Experienci'.  tiou  and  have  hunted  fur-seal  in  canoes  off  Prince  of 

indiwrriminaie  kill-  ^alcs  Islaud.    Always  usc  the  shotgun  for  taking  seal. 

ing.  '  I  lose  very  few,  as  1  always  shoot  them  close  to  the  boat. 

Shoot  everytliing  that  comes  near  the  boat  in  shape  of 
mafo8 Vakcn!*'*"*"^ '^^  »  scal,  and  usc  110  discrimination.    Most  of  the  seals 

taken  by  me  have  been  cows  with  pup.    First  taken  the 
Migration.  scaloff  thls  islaud  iu  May.     Since  the  schooners  have 

Decrease.  couHnenccd  to  hunt  seal  they  are  becjoming  very  scarce 

and  the  Indians  have  to  go  a  long  ways  to  get  the  few 

No  i.eiaj;ic  birth,      that  thcy  do.    I  liavc  ucvcr  known  any  pups  to  be  born 

Do  not  haul  up  on  i'^  ^^^  watcr,  or  any  fur-seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  in 

coast.  this  part  of  Alaska.    I  have  never  seen  any  fur-seal  in 

the  water  anywhere  around  in  the  inland  waters  of 
Protection.  Ahiska.     1  think  all  the  schooners  ought  to  be  stopped 

catching  seal,  so  the  Indians  coxild  catch  them  again. 

hi8 

Mattuew  X  Morris, 

mark. 

Witness  te  his  mark : 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  te  before  me  this  9th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Dan  Xathlan,  sealer, 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Dan  Nathlan,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  bom  on 

Queen  Charlottes  Island.    Am  25  years  old  and  now 
Experience.  reside  at  Howkau.    Am  a  hunter  by  occupation.    Have 

hunt<*d  fur-seal  since  1  wa«  a  boy.    This  is  the  first 

year  I  ever  huntexl   on   a  schocmer;   am   now   on   the  schooner  Ad- 

, ,     ,  venture.    When  1  was  a  boy  I  hunted  seal  in  Dixcm's 

Entrance  and  ott*  Queen  Chadottes  Islands.  Always 
hunted  during  April  and  May.  In  June  the  seal  all  leave,  going  north. 
Have  always  used  the  shotgun  for  taking  seal.     Sometimes  I  lose  two 

and  sometimes  three  seal  out  of  ten  I  shoot.  About  one- 
femSfes.*^  pregnaiit  jjj^jf  ^f  ^^^  ^^^i  ^j-  ^i^^  ^^.^^i  j  i^.^^.^  ^^kcu  Were  fcmales 

with  pup.  Have  taken  a  very  few  yearh'ngs.  Once  in 
a  while  I  take  an  old  bull,  but  not  often.    The  male  seals  that  I  have 

killed  are  two  and  three  years  old,  I  think.     We  shoot 
jiiniiw  riiuiiiate  kill-  (everything  that  comes  near  the  canoe,  regardless  of  sex. 

The  sex  can  not  be  told  in  the  water  unless  it  bean  old 

bull.    The  last  four  or  iive  years  seal  have  been  growing  scarcer  every 

Decreaae.  year,  ovnug,!  think,  to  too  many  white  men  huntingseals 

in  schooners  off  Queen  Charlotte  Islands  and  in  Dixous 
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Entrance.    I  think  if  the  schooners  are  not  prohibited     Proteetum. 

from  hunting  seal  they  will  soon  become  as  scarce  as  the 

sea  otter  now  is.    There  have  only  been  two  seal  killed  by  the  fonr  canoes 

hunting  oif  Gape  Muzon  this  season,  which  shows  plainly  enough  that 

the  seal  are  most  all  gone.    I  have  never  seen  any     ^^    lario  birth 

pup  seal  born  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  an3r7rhere       op«»8>«  . 

around  British  Columbia  or  Alaska.    Have  never  seen 

any  fur-seal  haul  up  on  the  land  anywhere  in  Alaska,  cmt?^  ***"*  "^  **° 

or  British  Columbia,  or  on  Queen  Charlottes  Islands. 

his 

Dan  X  Nathlan. 

.  mark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavendeb, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Joseph  yeishJcaitky  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Joseph  Neishkaitk,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  bom 
in  British  Columbia;  am  60  years  old,  and  now  reside 
at  New  Melakahtla;  am  a  hunter  by  occupation;  have     Experience, 
hunted  fur-seal;  hunt  in  Dixon s  Entrance  and  Queen 
Charlotte  Sound.    The  seal  make  their  appearence  the  last  of  March 
and  disapi>ear  the  1st  of  June,  and  I  hunt  them  dur-     j^ig^non 
ing  that  time.    Use  the  shotgrm  for  taking  seal,  and 
lose  about  26  per  cent  of  those  I  shoot.    Think  about  mSfJSf*"*  ^ 
half  of  the  seals  taken  by  me  have  been  cows  with  pup ; 
the  rest  are  yearlings  and  young  males  two  and  three  years  old.    Have 
never  seen  an  old  bull  in  my  life.    Everything  is  killed     indi»criminiito  uu- 
that  comes  near  the  canoe  in  shape  of  a  seal.    We  can-  inc. 
not  tell  a  male  from  a  female  in  the  water.    Seal  are 
not  near  as  plenty  as  they  used  to  be;  too  many  hunt- 
ers are  catching  them  and  indiscriminately  killing  them.    I  have  never 
known  any  pups  to  be  bom  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  around  this 
part  of  Alaska.    I  am  a  very  old  man,  and  I  have  never     ^^  peiMio  birth 
even  heard  of.    I  have  never  heard  of  or  seen  any         »•»■««» 
seal  hauled  up  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  anywhere.    Have     j^  ^^  ^^^^      ^ 
never  even  seen  any  fur-seal  in  the  waters  axound  An-  coMt 
nette  Sound  or  in  any  of  the  inland  waters.    I  think  if     promotion, 
the  schooners  were  prohibited  from  taking  seal  they 
would  become  plentiful  again. 

hit 

Joseph  x  Neishkaitk. 

mark. 

Witnesse  to  his  mark : 
David  Leask. 
A.  W.  Lavendeb. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  Jbefore  me  this  10th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavendeb, 
United  States  Treasury  AgenU 
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Deposition  of  NtJcla-ah^  sealer, 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Ktkla-ab,  being  duly  swoni,  deiwses  and  says :  I  was  bon  at  Howkan. 

Ex  crieuco  ^™^  ^^'^^  ^^^.'  ^^^^"^  ^^  yeais  old.    I  have  been  a  hun- 

xpcreuco.  ^^^,  ^^  ^^^^  ^.^^     Have  buntcd  luF-seal  every  season 

since  I  was  old  enough,  in  a  canoe.    The  seal  always  come  here  before 
Mi  TT»tion  ^^®  birds  begin  to  sing  very  much,  and  they  are  all  gone 

jjra  on.  when  the  salmon  berries  get  rii)e,  which  I  think  is  be- 

tween the  months  of  March  and  July.    Have  used  a  Uudson  Bay  shot- 
gun since  I  can  remember  for  taking  seal.    I  very  rarely  lose  a  seal, 

because  I  shoot  them  close  to  the  boat.  I  think  about 
naMriomBioa"  ^'*'*    half  the  scals  takcu  by  me  are  feuialcs  witli  pup.    Have 

never  taken  but  a  few  old  bulls  in  my  life.  Have  taken 
a  good  many  yearlings,  but  never  examined  them  as  to  sex.  When  I 
was  a  young  man  seals  were  much  more  plentiful  than  they  are  now. 
The  last  three  years,  since  the  schooners  began  hunting  seals,  they 

have  become  very  scai^e.    It  is  hard  for  the  Indians 
vorease.  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^,  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^l^.^  ^,^^^  ^^^^^  iiavc  killed  but  two. 

Alxmt  the  time  the  wild  geese  are  flying  north  the  seals  are  most  plen- 
tiful.   1  can  not  tell  the  dilleience  between  a  male  and  a  female  seal  in 

the  water,  and  I  shoot  every  seal  ihat  comes  near  the 
^^luiiiwTiiuinatekiii  eaiK  c.  1  think  if  thc  sc»hooners  are  not  stopped  from 
"*^*  hunting  seal  the  seal,  like  the  sea-otter,  will  soon  be 

all  gone.    I  have  never  known  or  heard  of  i)ups  being 

^  u  10  nff »    II  '^^Yii  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  anywhere  in  British 

Columbia,  Queen  Charlotte  Islands,  or  Alaska.    I  have  never  known 

or  heard  of  fui-seal  hauling  up  on  the  land  anywhere 
ivj  not  haul  up  on  i,^  British  Columbia,  Queen  Charlotte  Islands,  or  Alaska. 

Xtbxa-ah  (his  X  mark). 
Witnesses  to  his  mark: 
A.  W.  Lavender, 
II.  R.  Gould,  InUrpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  ]\Iay,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 


CO 


Deposition  of  Peter  Olson,  fur  hunter, 

m 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Peter  Olson,  IxMng  duly  sworn,  deiH>ses  and  says:  I  was  bom  at 

.  llowkan,  and  have  lived  at  Kastin  since  I  was  a  lK>y. 

-xinnonoo.  Havc  bccu  a  hunter  all  my  life.    Have  never  hunt^ 

fur-sinil:  always  hunteil  on  thc  land:  a  great  many  of  our  iHH)ple  hunt 

fur-seal  along  the  coast  of  Prince  of  Wales  Islands  and  out  in  Dixon's 

Entrance.    I  have  never  seen  any  fur-seal  anywhere  in 
in^inUmiT°Jw' ***^  tlic  inland  Waters,  uor  havc  I  ever  heanl  of  any  being 

around  the  inland  waters  of  this  imrt  of  Alaska.  '  1  have 
^iv  not  haul  up  on  uevcr  kuowii  of  auv  fur-seal  pup  to  be  bom  in  the  water 

or  haul  up  on  the  land  anywhere  in  Alaska.    The  In- 
dian fur-seal  hunters  of  my  iKH>ple  all  tell  me  that  the  fiu'-seal  are  h^ 
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coming  vory  scarce.    Too  many  white  men  are  killing  them  all  the  time, 
and  they  kill  cows  with  pup  as  well  as  other  kinds.    I     jwj^^^.^ 
am  the  chief  of  my  people,  and  they  all  tell  me  what 
they  know.    If  the  schooners  were  stopped  hunting  seal,  they  would 
become  plenty  once  more,  and  my  people  would  get     pro,eotio 
plenty  once  more,  and  they  need  them  very  much.  ^  ^ 

hl8 

Peter  x  Olson. 

mark 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  Ja^ck  Shxicky^  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Jack  Shucky,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:   Was  born  in 
Sbakan;    am  a  hunter  by  occupation;    have  hunted 
seal  in  summer  time  and  bear  in  winter  since  I  was  a       ^po"«»c*. 
boy;    have  always  hunted  seal  off  Prince  of  Wales  Islands  in  my 
canoe.     Shotgun  and  rifle  are  used  by  me  for  taking  seal.    About  25 
per  cent  are  lost  when  shot  with  the  shotgun  and  more  are  lost  when 
shot  with  rifle.    The  majority  taken  are  females  with 
pup.    Once  in  awhile  an  old  bull  is  taken,  but  very  sel-  p^iSt  femaiw!^^'' 
(lorn.    A  few  small  yearlings  are  taken,  out  not  many. 
All  seal  are  killed  that  come  near  the  boat.    I  never 
stop    to   c(msi(ler   whether   it   is    a  male  or  female,  j^indtocriminate  km. 
bnt  kill  it  off  if  I  can.      Since  the  schooners  have    °*' 
hunted   seal  off  the  Prince  of  Wales  Island  the  seals  have  become 
scarce,  and  it  is  hard  for  the  Indians  to  get  any  in     ^ 
canoes.     In   former  times  they  used   to   get  plenty. 
Never  known  of  pups  being  born  in  the  water  or  any-     No  pelagic  wrth. 
wherein  this  part  of  Alaska.     Have  never  known  of     n©  not  haul  up  nn 
seal  hauling  up  on  the  land  anywhere  in  Alaska,  nor  ^^^' 
have  I  ever  seen  any  fur-seal  in  the  inland  waters     Donotiyequent  in- 
between    this    place    and  Wrangel  Island.      If   the    ""*  ^"  ^^' 
schooners  are  allowed  to  hunt  seal  any  longer  the  seal     Protection, 
will  soon  all  be  gone.    That's  all  I  have  to  say. 

hiR 

Jack  x  Shucky. 

mark. 

Witness  t<^)his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 
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Deposition  of  Aaron  Slmsorij  sealer. 

PELAOIC   SEALING. 

Aaron  Simson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:    I  reside  at 
Wrangel  and  am  22  years.    I  have  hunted  seal  some  off  Queen  Char- 
lotte's Island;  always  use  shotgun  and  rifle.    Most  of 
xpcncnco.  ^^^  ^^j  taken  by  me  were  cows  with  pup.    In  all  my 

icmaios  ukeu"^^'"^"*  traveling  around  in  the  waters  of  southeastern  Alaska, 

I  have  only  seen  one  fur-seal  in  my  life.    I  have  never 
No  pelagic  birth.      ^^^^  ^^  heard  of  pup  seals  being  boni  in  the  water  or 

anywhere  in  Alaska;  nor  have  1  ever  seen  or  heard  of  fur-seals  hauling 

Do  not  haul  u   on  ^P  ^^^  *^'^  \^\\(i  iu  any  part  of  Alaska.    I  think  that  all 

AiaHkn'n  coast.  "^       pelagic  scal  hunting  should  be  stopped  so  the  seal  can 

Protection.  bcfome  plentiful  again,  for  now  the  seal  are  so  scarce 

that  the  Indians  can  (iiitch  but  very  few,  where  in  olden 

Decrease.  ^j^^^  ^j^^^  CaUgllt  plenty. 

Aakon  Simson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Depositi&n  of  George  Skultkay  chief  of  the  Hyda  Indians  and  scaler. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

George  Skultka,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at 
Howkan  and  have  lived  there  all  my  life.  I  am  chief  of  the  Hyda 
Indians;  am  about  50  years  old.  Am  a  hunter  by  occupation.  Have 
hunted  fur-seal  since  1  was  about  20  years  old.  We  commence  hunting 
when  the  geese  begin  to  fly  and  hunt  for  a  month  and  a  half.    The 

geese  commence  to  fly  about  the  last  of  April.    I  have 

Experience.  always  uscd  a  shotgun  for  taking  seal.    1  lose  pretty 

indiscrimiiiato  kill    near  half  of  tlic  Seal  that  I  kill.    Always  shoot  every- 

*"*^  thing  that  comes  near  the  boat  in  shape  of  a  seal,  re- 

vn"i*^""^    ^'^'"'"^*^"  gardless  of  sex.    I  think  about  three  females  with  pup 

out  of  every  ten  killed.    I  kill  lots  of  yearling  seals,  but 

never  examined  them  as  to  sex.    Never  shoot  any  old  bulls,  although  I 

^  have  seen  a  good  many.    There  are  no  seal  left  now; 

crease.  ^^^^^^  ^^,^  Diost  all  killed  off.    Tlic  last  ten  years  the  seal 

have  been  decreasing  very  fast,  ever  since  the  white  men  with  schooners 

Ko  H'la'io birth      ^^liC*i^^  ^o  huut  tlicm.    Havc  never  seen  any  fur-seal 
o  iH'  a-io  )ir  1.     ^^yjj^  jjj  |.|j^  water  or  on  the  land  anywhere  in  British 

Columbia  or  Alaska.  Have  never  seen  or  heard  of  any  fur-seal  rook- 
eries in  British  Columbia  or  Alaska.  All  the  hunters  went  out  hunting 
this  season,  and  returned  home  discouraged,  only  catching  two  fur- 
seals.    The  fur-seal,  like  the  sea-otter,  are  all  gone. 

his 

George  x  Skultka. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
A.  W.  Lavender. 
11.  R.  Gould, 

Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 
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Deposition  of  William  G.  Thomas^  fisherman. 

PELAaiO  SEALING. 

William  G.  Thomas,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Have  lived 
in  southeastei'ii  Alaska  the  last  eleven  years,  seven  of  which  I  resided 
at  Fort  Wrangel.  Have  been  engaged  in  the  fishing  business  a  number 
of  years.     I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  any  fiir-seal     „ 

^     '  •  i»  XI       •    1        1  i.  i»    A  1      i_  Experience. 

being  seen  m  any  of  the  inland  waters  of  Alaska,  nor 

have  I  ever  known  of  or  seen  any  fur-seal  hauled  up  on     j^^^^^  ,^^^„|  ^^  ^^^^ 

the  land  in  any  part  of  Alaska.     Have  employed  a  seal  in  inland  whuth, 

great  many  Indian  fishermen,  and  had  there  been  a  fur-  JJauiing^Sp  oS*co^t™ 

seal  rookery  in  any  part  of  the  Alaskan  coast  I  should 

certainly  have  heard  of  it. 

Wm.  G.  Thomas. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Ti'easury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  George  Usher,  sealer, 

pelagic  sealing. 

George  Usher,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  in 
British  Columbia.     I  am  57  years  old,  and  reside  at 
Kew  Metlakahtla.    I  have  been  a  hunter  all  my  life.     Experience. 
I  was  one  of  the  first  to  hunt  fur-seals  among  the 
Tsimpshens,  and  have   hunted  seal   ever  since.    I  always  hunt  in 
canoes.    My  hunting  place  has  always  been  off  Dundas  Island.    Have 
hunted  in  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound,  Dixons  Entrance,  and  off  Prince 
of  Wales  Island.    I  have  always  used  the  shotgun  for  taking  seal.    I 
think  I  generally  lose  about  75  per  cent  of  the  seals  shot  with  shot- 
gun.   Most  of  tlie  seals  taken  have  been  cows  with 

pup.    I  have  taken  but  a  very  few  old  bulls.    1  have  mJfeTt«kSr^'*"^ '^^* 

killed  plenty  of  young  males,  and  have  taken  quite  a 

number  of  yearlings,  but  never  examined  them  as  to     indiscriminate  kiu- 

sex.    I  always  shoot  everything  that  comes  near  the    "^* 

boat,  regardless  of  sex.    We  use  no  discrimination.    Last  year  there 

seemed  to  be  a  great  number  of  seals  on  my  old  hunting  grounds.    I 

have  never  seen  any  pups  born  in  the  water.   The  seals     ^^    ^  ic  birth 

at  this  time  of  year  are  always  going  north.    I  have        op«^*p»<^ 

never  seen  any  fur-seal  hauled  up  on  the  rocks  any-     i>»>  not  imui  up  on 

where  on  the  coast  of  this  part  of  Alaska.    I  liave  never  ^^^^' 

seen  any  fur  seal  anywhere  around  Annette  Island. 

hi8 

George  x  Usiieb. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
David  Leask. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 
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Affidavit  of  Paul  Young^  sealer, 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Paul  Young,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at 

Kasan,  and  am  30  years  old ;  have  lived  at  Kasan  all  my 
Experience.  \\j^\y^  ^^^^  c^  liuuter  by  occupatiouj  in  the  spring  and 

early  summer  I  hunt  fur-seal  in  canoe.    8eal  make 

igra  on.  their  appearance  oflt*  Prince  of  Wales  Islands  in  April. 

Always  use  shotgun  for  taking  seal.    I  lose  but  very  few  seal,  as  I 

Mujorit     taken  ^^^^^'^J^  shoot  them  Very  close  to  the  boat.    Most  of  the 

pregnant  females.    °  seals  I  have  killed  were  females  with  pup.    Once  in  a 

indiscrimiiiate  kill-  while  au  old  bull  is  taken.    I  use  no  discrimination  and 

ing.  kill  everything  that  comes  near  the  boat  in  shape  of  a 

J.  ^^^  seal.    Seal  have  been  disappearing  very  rapidly  the 

^"* '  last  few  years,  and  it  is  hard  for  our  people  to  get 

them.    There  are  too  many  white  \\n}\\  hunting  them  with  schooners  off 

Prince  of  Wales  Island.    I  have  never  seen  any  fur-seal  in  the  inland 

waters  of  this  part  of  Alaska,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  of  any  being  there 

,  ^    ,  from  the  people  of  my  tribe.    Have  never  known  any 

Do  not  haul  upon«  ixii  i.\      i        i  x.  x 

coast.  No  pelagic  fur-scal  to  liaul  up  Oil  the  land,  nor  have  I  ever  seen  or 

^*^^^-  heard  of  pups  being  born  in  the  water.    I  think  the 

Protoction.  schooners  should  be  stopped  from  hunting  seal,  and 

th^n  they  would  become  plenty  again,  and  the  Indians 
could  kill  them  again  as  they  used  to. 

his 

Paul  x  Young. 

murk. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  0th  day  of  ^May,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


TESTIMONY   TAKEN   AT   NICHOLAS   BAY   FROM    INDIANS 
WHILE  THEY  WERE  HUNTING  FUR-SEAL 


Deposition  of  William  Clarl',  seahr. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

William  Clark,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  was  born  at 
Klinquan  and  have  lived  there  ever  since;  have  hunted 
fur-seal  nine  years  in  Dixons  Enti'ance  and  off  Prince     Exponenco. 
of  Wales  Island,  in  and  between  March  and  June. 
The  seal  disappear  early  in  June,  going  north.   I  always     Migration, 
use  the  shotgun  for  taking  seal.    I  think  about  25  per 
cent  are  lost.    About  half  the  seals  killed  by  me  have 
been  cows  with  pup.    I  never  shot  but  two  old  bulls  owaVithpup!^  '   ' 
i n  my  life.   Have  shot  a  few  yearling  seals.    The  young 
male  seals  I  have  killed  were  between  two  and  three  years  old,  I  think. 
The  last  live  years  fur-seal  have  been  growing  very 
scarce,  and  it  is  hard  to  get  any  now.    There  are  too     ^*^o'^«*«6- 
many  white  men  with  schooners   hunting  them  off  Dixons  Entrance, 
and  unless  it  is  stopped  the  seal  will  soon  be  all  gone.    Have  never 
known  or  heard  of  any  fiir-seal  pups  being  born  in  the     ^^     ^^^  ^^ 
water  or  on  the  land  in  any  part  of  Alaska  or  British  water."  "** 
Columbia.    I  have  never  known  of  seal  to  haul  out  on     p^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^ 
the  land  anywhere  in  this  part  of  Alaska  or  British  Co-  land, 
lumbia  wherever  I  have  been. 

his 

William  x  Claek. 

murk. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  W.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  lllh  day  of  May,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  JStatea  Treasury  Atjent 


Dei)osition  of  Franlc,  scakr, 

pelagic  sealing. 

Frank,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  on  Queen 
Charlotte's  Island,  and  am  now  a  very  old  man.    Don't  know  my  age. 
I  have  hunted  fur-seals,  and  when  I  was  a  young  man 
there    were    lots    of   seals    around  Queen   Charlotte     Expencnco. 
Islands,  but  now  they  have  become  scarce.    The  hist 
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few  times  I  was  out  after  them  I  did  not  see  a  seal.  They  have  been 
iifrowiug  scarcer  every  year  since  the  white  man  began  hunting:  them 
in  schooners.  I  always  hunted  seals  in  Dixons  Entrance,  and  off  Prince 
of  Wales  and  Qu(»cn  Charlotte  islands  in  March  and  June.  The  seal 
„,     ,.  disappear  in  rlune  towards  the  north.    When  I  was  a 

Migration.  **  xitt  i^i  /»^,.  ^ 

younj*:  man  the  Indians  used  the  spear  for  taking  seal; 
now  they  have  learned  from  the  white  man  to  use  the  shotguu.    About 
three  out  of  ten  are  lost  tiiat  are  shot.    I  think  the  schooners  ought 
p  toction  ^  ^^®  prohibited   from  hunting  seal,  so  the  Indiaus 

ro  oc  ion.  could  again  get  them  again.    Now  they  are  obliged 

to  go  a  long  way  in  the  canoes,  and  often  go  many  days  without  see- 
ing a  seal,  and  come  back  tired.    I  have  never  known  of  pups  to  be 
la  i  birth       ^>^>rn  iu  the  water  or  on  the  land  anywhere  around 
ope  gic  IT         Queen    Charlotte  Islands  or  other  parts  of  British 
Columbia  and  Alaska,  where  I  have  been.    I  have  never  known  any 

seal  to    haul   up  on  the    land  on    Queen    Charlotte 
land*  "***  '"*"^  "^  **°  Islands  or  any  part  of  British  Columbia  or  Alaska; 

nor  have  I  ever  heard  of  any  seal  having  hauled  up 
anywhere  in  British  Columbia  or  Alaska. 

Fbank  (his  X  mark). 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  aud  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  iStates  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  Luke  Franks  sealer, 

PELAGIC  sealing. 

Luke  Frank,  being  duly  sworn,  depovses  and  says:   I  was  born  in 

llowkan,  and  have  lived  there  all  my  life;  am  by  oc- 
Experienco.  cupatioii  a  huutcr,  and  have  hunted  fur-seal  six  years 

of  my  life;  have  always  hunted  in  Dixons  Entrance 
and  off  Prince  of  Wales  Island  during  the  month  of  May  and  June 

each  year.    The  seal  all  disappear  about  the  first  of 

Migration.  Juuo,  goiiig  north.    Thcrc  are  seal  in  Dixons  Entrance 

in  March,  but  the  wind  blows  so  hard  that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to 

hunt  them  in  canoes;  have  always  used  the  shotgun 

>rVi!!^;Si"'ieinfuo^8"  ""'  *^^**  tukiiig  scal.    I  los(i  about  two  out  of  t(^n  that  I 
prognA        .  slioot.    1  think  the  seals  taken  by  me  are  about  half 

females  with  pup,  and  the  rest  are  one  and  two  year  old  males  and 
yearlings;  never  examined  the  yearlings  as  to  sex.  I  can  not  tell  the 
sex  of  a  seal  in  the  water;  use  no  discrimination,  but  kill  everything 

that  ciomes  near  the  boat.    Since  the  white  men  have 

indiBdiiuiimtt^kiii    j^^^jj  huiitin*'  the  scul  witli  scliooiicrs,  thev  have  be- 
111"  '        * 

conu».  very  scarce  and  it  is  hard  for  the  Indians  to  get 

any  in   their  canoes.     And  all  seal  hunting  in  the 

ivrnnse.  watcrs  sliould  be  stoppe<l  for  a  few  years  to  give  the 

seal  a  chance  to  become  plenty  again.    Kever  knew  any  fur-seal  to 
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be  bom  in  tiie  water  or  on  the  land  around  British 

Columbia  or  Alaska.    Never  knew  any  fur-seal  to  haul     ^  ^^  ^^  ^ 

up  on  the  land  in  British  Columbia  or  Alaska.    Have  never  killed  an 

old  bull  in  my  life,  nor  have  1  seen  one  the  last  few  years. 

his 

Luke  x  Frank. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  King  Kaskwa^  sealer. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Km^^  Kaskwa,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at 
Ilowkan,  and  reside  there.    Have  lived  there  all  my 
life,  and  am  now  a  very  old  man ;  about  65  years  old.     Experience. 
My  occupation  is  that  of  a  hunter.    Have  hunted  fur- 
seal  thirteen  years  or  more.    Have  always  hunted  them  in  Dixons 
Entrance  and  ott'  Prince  of  Wales  Island  between  March  and  June. 
Hunt  them  until  the  last  of  May,  when  the  seal  dis- 
ai)pear,  going  north.    I  always  use  the  shotgun  for         p^^^^^<^^- 
killing  seal.     I  lose  about  four  out  of  ten  that  I  shoot.     Fifty  per  cent  kiUea 
About  50  per  cent  of  the  seals  taken  are  cows  with  pup.  p^^^'"*"^  females. 
Have  killed  a  few  old  bulls,  and  have  taken  a  few  yearlings  every 
season.    We  can  not  tell  the  difference  between  a  male 
and  a  female  in  the  water,  but  kill  everythin  g  that  comes  .indiscriminate  kiu- 
near  the  boat.     When  I  was  a  young  man  the  seal 
were  very  plentiful  around  here,  but  since  the  schooners  began  hunt- 
ing them  they  have  become  very  scarce.     The  white     Decrease 
hunter  destroyed  the  sea-otter  and  will  soon  destroy 
the  seal.     I  don't  like  to  see  the  schooners  around  here  hunting 
seal,  for  they  kill  everything  they  see,  and  unless  they     p^^ 
are  stopped  the  seal  will  soon  be  all  gone.    The  sea-  ^  ***"' 

otter  is  already  gone.    Have  never  seen  fur-seal  pups     No  pelagic  birth, 
born  in  tlie  water  or  on  the  land  in  British  Columbia  or  Alaska.    Have 
never  seen  any  fur-seal  hauled  up  on  the  land  anywhere,  nor  have  I  ever 
heard  of  any  being  hauled  up  on  the  land  either  in  British  Columbia  or 
Alaska. 

liiH 

King  x  Kaskwa. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter, 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 
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Deposition  of  Jim  Kasooh,  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Jiin  Kasooh,  being  duly  sworu,  deposes  and  says:   I  was  born  at 

Howkau  and  have  lived  there  all  my  life.    Am  about 

serie^*!ri!lneiico    ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^'    ^  *"*^  ^^  occupatlou  a  liunter.    Ilavo 

hunted  fur  seal  for  eight  years.    Always  hunted    in 
Migration.  Dixous  Entrance  and  off  Prince  of  Wales  Islands  in 

May  and  June.    In  June  the  seal  all  go  up  north. 
They  come  in  March,  but  it  is  too  stormy  to  hunt  them.    I  always  use 

the  shotgun  for  taking  seal.     Sometimes  I  lose  two 
p4ran??eLu;"^'    ^ud  three  out  of  ten  that  1  shoot.    About  half  of  the 

seals  killed  are  females  with  i)up.    Have  killed  some 

yearling  seals,  but  never  killed  an  old  bull.    The  young  males  I  killed 

Decreaae  wcre  between  two  and  three  years  old.    Seals  have 

^^     '  been  growing  scarce  the  last  five  years,  since  the  white 

man  began  hunting  them  with  schooners,  and  if  they  are  not  stopped 

the  seal  will  soon  be  all  gone.    I  have  never  known  seal  pups  to  be 

born  on  the  land  or  in  the  water  in  this  part  of  Alaska.    I  never  knew 

ic  birth       fur-seals  to  haul  out  anywhere  on  the  land  in  Alaska, 

Do  Sot"lttui^  up  ou  nor  have  1  ever  heard  of  any  being  hauled  out 

luud. 

hiH 

Jim  X  KAsoon. 

iu.irk. 

Witnesss  to  his  mark : 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  JStates  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  liohert  KoolOj  scaler. 

pelagic  sealing. 

KobertKooko,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  in 

Victoria,  British  Columbia;  moved  from   Victoria  to 
Experience.  Howkau,  Alaska,  when  1  was  a  small  boy.   Have  hunted 

fur-seal  for  three  years  in  Dixons  Entrance  and  oflfPrince 

of  Wales  Island  in  the  month  of  ]\lay.    Tiie  seal  all  leave  there  by  the 

^j^^  first  of  June;  think  they  go  north.    1  have  used  the 

^*^  **"*  spear  and  shotgun.     AVheJi  a  seal  is  struck  with  a  spear 

we  never  lose  him.    Al)out  50  i)er  cent   are   lost  when  shot  with  a 

shotgun.    The  majority  of  seals  taken  by   me  were 
na^uSmScI^^*"^"^  fcmales  with  pup.    Have  taken   some  yearling  seals, 

but  never  examined  them  as  to  sex.    Have  killed  one 
or  two  old  bulls  in  my  life.     The  males  1  have  killed  have  been 

one  and  two  years  old,  I  think.    I  kill  everything  that 
ing°decreaM!***^*^    couics  near  the  canoe,  regardless  of  sex.     Seal  have 

become  very  scarce  the  last  tliree  years,  and  what  few 

there  are  are  very  wild  and  hard  to  get  at.    I  think  the  reason  that 

N  noia  ic  birth      *^^^  have  bccomc  scarce  is  that  they  are  hunted  too 

o  pelagic  much  and  too  many  females  killed  with  pui>.    I  have 
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never  known  any  pups  to  be  bom  in  tlie  water.    Have  never  known 
any  fur-seal  to  haul  out  on  the  land  anywhere  around     i^„^  j^.^, 
this  part  of  Alaska.    I  think  the  schooners  should  be  land.  °^  ^ 

prohibited  fiom  hunting  seal  off  Prince  of  Wales  Is-     Proteotioii 
land  so  thoy  can  become  plenty  again. 

his 
BOBEBT  X  ROOEO. 

murk. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  AgenU 


Deposition  of  Charles  Martin^  sealer. 

pelaoio  sealing. 

Charles  Martin,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at 
Klinquan  and  reside  there;  am  30  years  old,  and  my     ^xoeA 
occupation  is  that  of  a  hunter.    Have  hunted  far-     **p**"*«»<^ 
senl  ever    since  I  was   a   boy;  always  hunt  in   Dlxons    Entrance 
and   around    Prince  of   Wales    and  Queen  Charlotte's  islands.     I 
use  the  shotgun  for  taking  seal.    About  50  per  cent 
are  lost  that  are  shot  with  the  shotgun.    About  half  y^^^^^^"^^^ 
of  the  seals  killed  by  me,  I  think^  were  cows  with  pup. 
Have  never  killed  an  old  bull,  but  have  killed  a  few  yearlings  in  my 
life.    Never  examined  the  latter  as  to  sex.    Since  the  white  man  with 
schooners  has  been  hunting  seal  they  have  been  grow-     d,j^«^^-. 
ing  scarcer  every  year,  and  unless  they  are  stopped 
the  seal  will  soon  be  all  gone.    The  Indians  now  have  to  go  a  long  way 
and  suffer  great  hardsnips  in  order  to  get  any.    I  have     .^     ,  ^  , ,_.,. 

•1  t*  1  A     1      tP        •  ^  i^t  A  No  peiMrio  birth. 

never  known  any  fur-seal  pups  to  be  bom  in  the  water         ^^ 
or  ou  the  land  around  this  part  of  Alaska  or  British  Columbia.    I  have 
never  known  any  seal  to  haul  out  on  the  laud  any- 
where around  this  part  of  Alaska  or  British  Columbia,  i^.''*'*^"*  *''**  "^ 
and  I  never  heard  of  any  hauling  out  in  Alaska  or 
British  Columbia. 

his 

Charles  x  Martin. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  AgenU 


Deposition  of  yashtouj  sealer. 

PELAGIO  SEALING. 

Navshtou,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at  Eas  aan; 
am  GO  years  old;  and  have  been  a  hunter  M  my  life; 
have  hunted  fur  seal  outside  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island     Expwieno*. 
and  in  Dixons  Entrance  during  the  month  of  May  every 


298  TESTIMONY 

year  for  a  lonfi:  time.    The  seal  first  coine  into  Dixons  Entrance  in  March. 

Mi  rraiion  ^^^^  wcathcr  is  bad  (luring  tiiat  month,  and  I  do  not  hunt 

.  i«ra  ion.  tlicni  iu  <jaiioes.     The  seal  are  constantly  on  the  move 

nortb.    Have  always  used  spear  and  sliotgun  for  taking  seal.  None  I  lost 

when  1  used  spear.  About  20  i)er  (rent  are  lost  when 
^  oiiciiaif  cowH  with  j^iii^,^!  ^vith shotgun.  Abouthalf  the  seals  taken  by  meare 

cows  with  imp.  I  have  taken  a  few  old  bulls  in  my  life, 
but  not  many.  Have  taken  quite  a  number  of  yearlings.  The  male  seals 
taken  are  between  two  and  three  years  old.    The  sex  of  the  seal  can  not 

be  told  in  the  water.  Hunters  use  no  discrimination, 
^^^(liscriminate  kill-  ^^^^^  j^ju  everything  they  can.    When  I  was  a  young 

man  seal  were  very  ])lentiful  off  Prince  of  Wales 
Island  and  Dixons  Entrance,  but  since  th(»  schooners  have  begun  hunt- 

Dotrcase.  ^"^  ^^^^  ^^^^Y  1**^^'^  l)ec()mo  vcry  scarce,  and  Indians 

now  are  obliged  to  go  a  long  ways  to  kill  any,  and 

sometimes  they  will  hunt  for  days  without  getting  a  seal.    I  have  never 

,.,..,       known  anv  imps  to  be  born  in  the  water  or  on  the  land 

No  pelagic  birth,      j^nywherc*  arouud  this  part  of  Alaska  or  in   British 

Do  not  haul  upon  Colum])ia.     Havc  never  known  any  fur-seal  to  haul  up 

^^^'  on  the  land  anywhere  in  British  (3olumbia  or  Alaska. 

I  think  that  all  sealing  should  be  stopped  for  a  number  of  years,  so  that 

tcction  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^'^  become  i)lenty  again,  for  the  w^hite  man 

has  almost  exterminated  the  seal. 

is  ASHTOU  (his  X  mark). 
Witness  to  his  mark : 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavendkk. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  VV'.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposit  1071  of  Smith  Katch,  sealer, 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Smith  Natch,  being  duly  sworn,  deiM)ses  and  says:  I  was  borii  at 

Kas  aan  and  have  lived  then*  all  my  life,  and  am  now  a 
ExiMTieuce.  vcry  old  uiau,  about  SO  years  old.     Have  been  a  hunter 

all  my  life.  Have  hunted  fur-seal  every  season  for  a 
great  many  years  in  Dixons  Entrance.  When  1  was  a  small  boy  fur- 
seal  used  to  come  into  Clarence  Straits,  but  it  has  been  a  good  many 
years  now  since  any  fur-seal  have  seen  there.     Always  hunted  fur-seal 

between  March  and  »Iun(^     Th(\v  make  their  appear- 
igra  lou.  anee  in  March  in   Dixons  Entrance,  but  at  that  time 

of  the  year  the  weather  is  so  bad  we  (jan't  hunt  them.  May  is  the  best 
tinu'  to  hunt  them,  because  the  Wi^ather  is  always  goiul.  They  all  dis- 
appear in  June  and  go  north  up  the  coast — 1  think,  to  have  their  pups. 
When  I  was  a  boy  I  used  a  shotgun  for  taking  seal,  bcmght  from  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company  at  Fort  Sim])son,  and  have  always  used  a  shot- 
gun for  sealing.     I  think  abcmt  two  out  often  seal  shot 

um\vH^'Uhv»^^^^^       «"'^  ^^^^^'    ^  *^*i"^  ^^<>^'*  half  the  seals  killed  by  me  are 

females  with  imp.     1  think  there  are  a  few  more  males 

killed  in  A]nil  than  females,  but  in  May  there  are  more  females  killed. 

I  can  not  tell  a  nialefnmi  a  female  in  the  water,  and  it  makes  no  ditfer- 

ence;  I  shoot  everything  that  comes  near  the  canoe  in 

^^indis^rimiiittttkiii-  shape  of  a  scal.    Since  the  whitt*,  men  with  schooners 

began  to  hunt  se4il,  the  last  live  or  six  years,  seals  have 
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become  very  scarce,  aRd  it .  is  liard  fx  tbe .  Indians  to  get  any  now. 
They  have  to  go  a  long  way  and  hunt  a  long  time  in  order  to  get  one 
or  two  seals,  and  unless  all  seal  hunting  is  stopped  in  the  water  the 
seal,  like  the  sea-otter,  will  soon  be  all  gone.    Have 
never  known  any  pups  to  be  born  in  the  water  or  on  the     ^®  prfagio  with, 
land  in  British  Columbia  or  Alaska,  nor  have  I  known     Do  not  h«a  apon 
aQy  seals  to  haul  up  on  the  land  anywhere  in  British  ^ 
Columbia  or  Alaska. 

his 

Smith  x  Natoh. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
J.  M.  Potter, 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Abel  Ryan^  sealer. 

PElAaiO  SEALINa. 

Abel  Byan,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  22  years  old 
Was  born  in  British  Columbia  and  reside  on  Dundas 
Island.    I  have  hunted  fur-seal  every  season  since  I     Experience, 
was  a  boy,  between  March  and  June.    Always  hunted 
in  Dixons  Entrance  and  off  Prince  of  Wales  Island.    The  minority  of 
seals  taken  by  me  have  been  females  with  pup.    Once 
in  a  great  while  I  cateh  an  old  bull.    A  few  yearlings  miSwltJpS^  **" 
have  been  taken  and  the  msyority  of  males  are  two  and 
three  year  olds.    Shotgun  is  exclusively  used  by  me  for  taking  seals. 
Lose  about  20  per  cent  of  those  killed  with  shot  gun.     Decrease 
Have  noticed  the  seal  are  getting  scarce  the  last  few 
years.    The  cause  of  the  scarcity  is,  I  think,  too  many  schooners  hunt- 
ing them  off  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  and  unless  they  are  stopped  the  seal 
will  soon  be  all  gone.    I  have  never  known  or  heard  of    ^^    imIo  birth 
any  pups  being  born  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  any-       ®P«»«to 
where  around  this  part  of  Ala-ska^^    Have  never  known  ^^j^"***  ^'^  "^  ^ 
any  fui'-seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  anywhere  around  *^**** 
British  Columbia  or  Alaska.    I  do  know  that  where  Indians  formerly 
went  out  and  brought  back  fifteen  seals  thev  scarcely  bring  back  one 
now,  and  unless  something  is  done  to  prohibit  the     p^*^.i 
schooners  from  luinting  seal  off  Queen  Charlotte's  and  **°* 

Prince  of  Wales  islands  there  will  be  no  seals  left  for  the  Indisfns. 
Everything  in  tlie  shape  of  a  seal  that  comes  near  the 
boat  is  shot.    Hunters  use  no  discrimination,  but  kUl  ^^in*w»crii"in*to  i^JM 
everything  that  puts  its  head  above  water. 

his 

Abel  x  Btan. 

mark.    . 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavkndeb. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
UniUA  States  Treasury  AgenU 
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Deposition  of  Thomas  SJcowly  chief  of  Kasaan  Indiam^  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Thomas  Skowl,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  am  chief  of  the 
Kas-aau  Indians.  Was  born  at  Kasaan  and  have  lived  there  all  my  life. 
Am  48  years  old.  Am  a  hunter  by  occupation  and  have  hunted  fur-seal 
the  past  fifteen  years.  Always  hunted  seal  in  Dixous  Entrance  and  off 
Thos.  Skowl  chief  l^nuc'cof  VValcs  Island,  and huutcd  tlicm  cacli  year iTom 
of  Kxwaan  Indians.  Marcli  to  Juuc.    The  scal  all  Icavc  about  June  1,  to  go 

Sealer  for  ISyeara.        ^^^^^^  ^^^j    j^^^^   ^j^^.^    ^^^^^^  j    ^^^^^^       AlwayS  USed   a 

Experience.  Hudsoii  Bay  ^uu  to  take  seal  with.    A  Hudson  Bay 

Migration  ^"^^  ^®  ^  siiiglc  barreled  shotgun.    Sometimes  I  lose 

one  and  sometimes  two  out  of  ten  that  1  shoot.  Most 
of  the  seals  taken  by  me  are  females  with  puj).  Kever  killed  but  one 
old  bull  in  my  life.  Have  killed  but  a  few  yearlings  and  never  looked 
to  see  if  they  were  male  or  female.  The  young  males  killed  by  me  were 
between  one  and  three  years  old.    Tlie  sex  of  the  seal  can  not  be  told 

in  the  water.  I  kill  everything  that  comes  neai'  my 
^^indiscriniiuato  kill    (.jmoe  ill  shax)e  of  a  scal,  and  all  other  hunters  do  the 

same.    Since  the  white  man  has  been  hunting  seal  with 

schooners  they  have  become  very  scarce,  and  Indians  aie  obliged  to  go 

Deireaae  '^  \o\\^  Way  aiid  sto])  away  from  home  a  long  time  iu 

order  to  got  any,  and   after  being  away  there  four  or 

live  days  they  frequently  return  without  killing  one  seal,  they  have 

,,  ,  ,.  become  so  scarce.     If  the  schooners  are  not  8toi)ped 

liom  hunting  seal  they  will  soon  all  be  gone.    Have 

No  pelagic  birth,      never  kuowii  ally  pups  to  be  born  in  the  water  or  on  the 

Do  not  haul  out  on  land  ill   Biitisli  Columbia  or  Alaska.    1  have  never 

*'^*'*^'  kiioM^n  any  fur  seal  to  haul  out  anywhere  on  the  coast 

of  British  Columbia  or  Alaska,  wherever  I  have  been. 

his 

TnoMAs  X  Skowl. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  iStates  Treasury  Agent. 


Dejyosition  of  Billy  Williamsj  scaler  for  five  years. 

PELAGIO  SEALING. 

Billy  Williams,  being  duly  sworn,  dei)oses  and  says:  I  was  born  at 

Ivas-aan  and  have  lived  there  all  my  life.    Am  25  years 
Exporionee.  old.    Am  a  huiitcr  by  occupation,  and  have  hunted  ftir- 

seal  every  year  for  the  last  live  years,  always  hunting 

in  Dixons  Entrance  and  off  Prince  of  Wales  Island  between  March  and 

•hine.    About  the  1st  of  June  the  seal  disappear  from  Dixons  Entrance 

Mi  'ration  ^"^^  ^^^  uoith.    I  always  usc  tlic  sliotguii  for  taking 

»4;ra  on.  ^^^^^^     ^  tliiuk  I  losc  about  five  out  of  every  t^n  that  I 

One ii«if»eai« killed  shoot.    I  thiiik  ubout  oiiehalf  the  seal  killexi  by  me 

pregnant  em  es.       j^^^^  heeik  femalcs  with  pup  and  the  balance  were 

divided  ux)  between  yearUngs  aud  one  and  two  year  old  males.    Never 
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examined  the  yearlings  as  to  sex.    Have  never  killed  an  old  bnll  in  my 
life.    Can  not  tell  the  difference  between  a  male  and  a  female  in  the 
water.     Kill  everything  that  comes  near  the  boat,  re- 
gardless of  sex.    Seal  are  becoming  very  scarce  since  jJ^»^*i»8cr:minatokiii. 
the  wliite  man  began  hunting  them  in  schooners,  and 
hunting  seal  by  white  man  must  be  stopped  or  the  seal     ^®*^''®^'*®- 
will  soon  be  all  gone.    Have  never  known  any  pups  to     xo  pelagic  wrth. 
be  born  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  in  any  part  of 
British  Columbia  or  Alaska.     Have  never  known  any  AU^ki^^^colSt  "^  **" 
fur-seal  to  haul  up  on  the  laud  anywhere  on  the  coast 
of  Alaska  or  British  Columbia. 

Ilia 

Billy  x  Williams. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1«S93. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  A(jcnt, 


Deposition  of  Fred,  WUson^  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Fred.  Wilson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  23  years 
old;  was  born  at  Howka;  am  a  hunter  by  occupation;  have  hunted 
fur-seal  the  last  eight  years;  have  always  hunted  in  Dixons  Entrance 
and  oft'  Prince  of  Wales  Island  in  May.    The  seal  all  disappear  oft 
Prince  of  Wales  Island  in  June;  1  don't  know  where 
they  go,  but  think  they  go  north.    Have  always  used         ffr»ton. 
the  shotgun  for  killing  seal.     Sometimes  I  lose  one  and  sometimes 
two  out  of  ten  that  I  shoot  with  a  shotgun.    Think 
that  most  of  the  seals  I  have  taken  were  females  with     ^o»t  of  ti.o  H.ais 
pup.     Have  also  taken  some  two  and  three  year  old  males.  '*"'^'''*" 
males  and  some  yearlings.    Never  killed  but  one  old 
bull  in  my  life.     Everything  in  shape  of  a  seal  that  eomes  near  the 
boat  is  shot.     I  can't  tell  thediflerence  between  a  young  cow  seal.     Seal 
have  become  scarce  the  last  there  ov  four  years,  and 
the  cause  of  it  is,  I  think,  the  indiscriminate  killing      ^^«<^»'**«««- 
of  seals  in  the  water.    1  have  never  heard  of  pups  being  born  in  the 
water  or  on  the  land  anywhere  onthe  coast  of  British 
Columbia  or  Alaska.     Have  never  known  or  heard  of       ^p^^s*' 
any  fur-seal  hauling  up  on  the  land  anywhere  on  the     ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^      ^^ 
coast  of  British  Columbia  or  Alaska.     1  think  that  all  const, 
vessels  should  be  prohibited  from  hunting  seal  in  the 
water,  to  give  the  seal  a  chance  to  increase  again.     If     Protection, 
sonu^liing  is  not  done  the  seal  will  soon  be  all  gone 
and  will  soon  be  as  scarce  as  the  sea  otter. 

Iiis 

Fred,  x  Wilson. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


'W 
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Deposition  of  Billy  Yeltachy^  scaler. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Billy  Ycltacliy,  beiii^i*  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at 
Ilowkau  and  have  liviul  there  all  my  life;  am  about  24  years  old  and 
am  a  huntt^r  by  occupation.  Have  bunted  fur-seals  the  last  two  years 
iu  Dixons   Entrance  and  around   Prince  of  Wales  Island,  between 

March  and  June.     Tlie  seal  leave  here  in  June  and 

i^rntioii.  ^^  north.     I  use  the  sliot^un  for  taking  seal,  and  lose 

about  two  out  of  ten  that  I  shoot.     About  half  tlie  seals  I  have  killed 

were  females  with  jm]),  and  the  balance  were  yearling 
naut  foiuaior^  ^*"^    seals  and  two  and  three  year  old  males.    Never  killed 

an  old  bull  in  my  life,  nor  have  I  ever  seen  one.    I  can 
not  distinguish  the  sex  of  a  seal  in  the  water,  but  kill  every  seal  that 

comes  near  the  canoe  if  ])ossible.     Seal  have  become 

wreaao.  ^^^^  scarce  arouud  Prince  of  Wales  Island  since  the 

white  men  began  hunting  them  in  schooners,  and  uidess  they  are 

sto])ped  from  hunting  them  in  schooners,  the  seal,  like 

rotection.  ^|^^  sca-otter,  will  socui  be  all  gone.    The  Indians  are 

o])liged  to  go  a  long  way  now  for  seal.     I  have  been  (mt  three  times 

,    this  vearand  have  only  killed  one  seal,  and  only  saw 

IS  o  pelacic  birth.       -i.*'i.i  i.i*  -ii  ij 

*     ^  two  or  three  this  season.    Have  never  se<'n  or  heard 

of  any  pups  being  born  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  around  this  part  of 

T>o  not  haul  up  on  ^^'^'^^**'     '  ncvcr  heard  of  any  ftir-seal  hauling  up  on 
tuaat.""    *"  '      "  the  lan<l  anywhere  in  British  Columbia  or  Alaska. 

hia 

Billy  x  Yeltaciiy, 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavendek. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  iStatcH  Treaisury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Ilatitin(js  Yvthnoic^  sealer. 

PELAGIC'  SEALING. 

Hastings  Yethnow,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was 
born  in  Kas  aan.  Have  lived  there  all  my  life  and  am  now  60 
years  old.  Have  hunted  fur-seal  every  stiason  since  I  was  a 
boy.     Have    always    hunted    in    Dixons    Kntrance    and    oft*    Prince 

of  Wales  Ishmd.  The  seal  make  tln^ir  appearance  in 
igrat  on.  March    and  disapi)ear    in    June,    going  north.      The 

reason  we  don't  hunt  the  seal  in  -March  is  that  the  weath(*T  is  so  bad 
we  can  not  go  out  in  our  canoes.  We  consider  May  the  best  month  for 
fur-seal  hunting.  When  I  was  a  boy,  bought  a  shotgun  from  the  Hud- 
son Bay  Company  at  Fort  Simpson  and  have  always  used  the  shotgun 
for  taking  seal.  Sometimes  I  lose  one  and  sometimes  two  cmt  of  every 
ten  that  I  shoot.  I  always  shoot  the  seal  close  to  the  boat,  so  I  don't 
h)se  many.    Some  years  ago  there  were  more  male  seals  taken  than  are 

taken  now,  but  now  about  one-half  are  females  with 
femSleJ."^''"*'"'^''"*  P'U>-    ^hc  TCst  are  yearling  seals  and  one  and  two  year 

old  males.    I   have  never  examined  the  yearlings  to 
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ascertain  their  sex.    Have  not  killed  an  old  bull  seal  for  a  number  of 

years,  but  used  to  kill  them.    I  can  not  tell  the  sex  of  a     j  ^v .  •  •    ♦,  kii 

seal  in  the  water,  and  use  no  discrimination,  but  kill  m^  »£«"niiua     i  . 

everything  that  comes  near  my  canoe  in  shape  of  a     no    i    •  l    h 

seal.    Uave  never  known  any  pups  to  be  born  in  the       op«ag»°  »rt  . 

water  or  on  the  land  anywhere  in  British  Columbia  or  Alaska.    Have 

never  known  any  fur-seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  in 

British  Columbia  or  Alaska.      Sinc^e  the  white   men  Aiaakaii  roJ"t.  "^  ^^ 

with  schooners  began  to  hunt  seal  oft'  Prince  of  Wales 

Island  the  seal  liAve  become  very  scarce  and  unless  they  are  stopped 

from  hunting  seal  they  will  soon  be  all  gone.     If  the 

white  men  are  permitted  to  hunt  seal  much  longer  the     ^^"^®- 

fur-seal  will  become  as  scarce  as  the  sea  otter,  which     protection. 

were  quite  plenty  around  Dixons  Entrance  when  I  was 

a  boy.    The  Indians  are  obliged  to  go  a  long  way  for  seal  now  unO 

often  return  after  two  or  three  days'  hunt  witliout  taking  any. 

his 

Hastings  x  Yethnow. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter, 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1 1  th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 


Deposition  of  Walter  Young ^  sealer. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Walter  Young,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at 
Howkan   and  have  lived  there  all   my  life.    I  have 
liun ted  fur  seal  for  the  past  four  years.    Always  hunted     Experience, 
in  Dixons  Entrance  and  off  Prince  of  Wales  Island. 
The  seal  aU  disappear  about  the  Ist  of  June  and  go     ^*<^»*^«°- 
north,  I  think.    Have  always  used  the  shotgun  for  taking  seal.   Think 
I  lose  about  three  out  of  ten  of  those  I  shoot.    Think  the  seals  I  have 
killed  were  about  half  males  and  half  females  with 
pup.    The  males  mostly  are  yearlings  and   two  and     About  one  hair 

Ttresnant     lomalos 

three  year  olds.    I  have  seen  old  bulls  in  the  water,  tiUed. 
but  never  killed  one.    I  can  not  tell  the  difference  be- 
tween a  male  and  female  in  the  water.     Use  no  discrimination,  but 
shoot  everything  that  comes  near  the  boat.     Since  the     ^  ^,       ..».., 

,  ..  \      •  J.     \        A.  1  J.1-  I  •  IndiBcriniinato  kill- 

white  nuin  began  to  hunt  seal  they  are  becoming  very  ing. 
scarce.     Unless  all  sealing  is  stopped  for  a  number  of     Decrease, 
of  years  the  seal,  like  the  sea-otter,  will  soon  become  ex- 
tinct.   Have  never  seen  any  pups  born  in  the  water  or     ^^  pelagic  birth, 
on  the  land  anywhere  on  the  C/oast  of  Alaska  or  British  Columbia. 
Xever  known  any  fur-seals  to  haul  up  ou  the  land  in     ^      ,  ^    , 

A  -1      1  T>    •!.•   i!  i^i    1        1  •  Do  not  ham  up  on 

Alaska  or  British  Columbia.  coaat. 

his 

Walter  x  Young. 

iiinrk. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

J.   M.   rOTTER. 

A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 


TESTIMONY  TAKEN  AT  BARCLAY  SOUND  AND  ELSEWHERE 

ON  VANCOUVER  ISLAND. 


DcpoHition  of  Charlie,  Kitnat  Indian,  scaler. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  op  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam,  ss : 

Charlie,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  am  a  native  Nitnat 

Indian,  and  belong;  to  the  tribe  of  Indians  on  Vancou- 
Experience.  ver  Island,  British  Columbia.    I  am  55  years  old  and 

reside  at  Pachenah  Bay  on  Vancouver  Island,  British 

Columbia.    I  am  by  occupation  a  hunter  and  fisherman  and  have  been 

so  engaged  ever  since  I  have  been  able  to  i)addle  a  canoe  or  spear  a  fish. 

c  o  rerkintt  1891    ^  Scaled  out  from  Neah  Bay  in  the  C.  C.  Perllns  in 

1891,  and  this  year  T  am  sailing  on  James  G.  Swan, 
im!'^"  ^'  ^^^"*  Until  the  last  eight  or  ten  years  I  sealed  out  of  Pache- 
nah Bay  with  my  tribe  in  canoes.  We  used  to  seal  in 
the  Straits  of  Juan  de  Fuca  and  u])  and  down  the  coast  from  10  to  20 
miles  off.  Between  that  time  and  last  year  J  went  sealing  from  Pache- 
imh  and  sealed  up  and  dowM  the  coast  between  Columbia  lliver  and 
Barclay  Sound,  from  20  to  (>0  miles  off  the  coast.  I  am  familiar  with 
all  the  bays  and  inlets  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island.    I  do 

not  know  of  any  place  on  this  coast  where  seals  haid 

biwdiilgon^twast!  ^^  ^^P  ^^»^^  breed,  nor  have  I  heard  the  Indians  on  Van- 

.  couver  Island  talk  about  any  sucli  place.    Seals  do  not 

siiTk"^^'  ""^    ^^^    give  birth  to  their  young  in  the  water  nor  on  the  kelp. 

Years  ago  seals  were  very  plentiful  from  5  to  10  miles 
from  the  shore,     i  could  se(»  them  all  around  in  bunches  of  from  ten  to 

twenty  each,  but  since  the  whit^"*  man  has  commenced 
PoiroaHe.  ^  j^.^l'  ^|^^,^j^  ^^.j|.|j  ^j^^  j.|^^  .^jj^|  shotguu  (iu  the  last  five 

or  six  years),  they  have  decreased  very  rapidly. 

About  ten  years  ago  the  first  British  schooner  came  into  Pachenah 
Bay  to  get  Indian  hunters,  and  have  been  coming  in  there  ever  since, 
incrc^asing  in  numbers  year  by  year,  till  now  there  are  nearly  one  hun- 
dred sealing  schooners  on  the  coast  lumting  seals.    About  seven  years 

ago  they  commenced  to  kill  seals  with  rifles  and  a  lit- 
Firearms.  tlc  later  tlieyuscd  shotguns,  but  1  have  always  hunted 

with  the  spear;  but  very  few  Indians  that  go  from  Pachenali  Bay  or 
from  Neah  Bay  use  guns;  we  prefer  the  spear,  because  we  are  afraid 
that  if  we  use  guns  they  will  get  frightened  away  and  not  come  back 
again,  and  also  because  we  lose  a  great  many  of  the  seals  that  we 

shoot,  but  with  the  s])ear  we  nmke  no  noise  and  get 
Success  with  the  almost   all  that  we  hit.     There  are  about  100   seal 

hunters  that  live  at  Pachenah  Bay  and  make  their 
304 
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living  by  hunting  seals.    I  am  a  King  George  Indian,  and  sell  my 

skins  at  Victoria,  B.  0.    The  Pachenah  Indians  use 

almost  every  part  of  the  seals  in  some  way.    We  sell  J^^^lc^^^  '^' 

the  skins,  eat  the  flesh,  take  the  oil  out  of  the  blubber 

and  use  the  paunch  for  holding  it.    Kot  quite  half  of  all  seals  caught 

along  the  coast  are  cows  with  pups  in  them.    About 

half  are  young  seals,  both  male  and  female,  and  the  p^^SSifeiSilsV* 

rest  (a  small  number)  are  medium-sized  males.    We 

never  get  any  old  buUs  worth  speaking  of,  and  we  do  not  catch  as 

many  gray  pups  now  as  formerly.    Have  not  caught  any  gray  pups 

this  year.    Do  not  know  what  has  become  of  them.    Have  never  caught 

any  full-grown  cows  without  pups  in  them,  and  have  never  caught  any 

cows  in  milk  along  the  coast.    I  never  hunted  seals  with  a  gun ;  neither 

have  I  been  in  the  Bering  Sea. 

Charlie  (his  x  mark). 
Witness : 

John  P.  MoGlinn. 

C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  1892. 
[seal.]  Glabenoe  p.  Bbovtn, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington. 


Deposition  of  Clat-ha-koiy  native  chief  and  sealer* 

PELAaiO  SEALING. 

Clat-ka-koi,  of  the  village  of  Toquat  (Barclay  Sound),  and  one  of  the 
chiefs  thereof!  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says : 
That  he  is  60 J  years  of  age,  and  belongs  to  the  villages     Experience, 
of  Toquat  and  Sechart,  at  present  residing  in  Toquat, 
and  is  a  native  of  the  village  of  Sechart.   He  states  that  to  his  knowl- 
edge  the  seals  do  not  breed  in  the  waters  of  Barclay     g^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 
Sound,  but  go  ashore  for  that  purpose  a  long  distance  in  B«roiay  sound, 
to  the  northward.    He  does  not  hunt  seal  in  schooners. 
He  began  sealing  in  his  canoe,  just  off  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver 
Island,  shortly  after  last  New  Year,  and  fished  for  seal  from  five  to 
seven  miles  off  the  coast  and  caught  from  five  to  ten  seals  a  day.    He 
says  he  averaged  about  five  a  day,  in  one  canoe  manned  by  two  natives. 
This  season  this  village  (Toquat)  got  eighty-six  seals,  and  four  canoes 
were  manned  from  this  village.    He  has  never  seen     g^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^ 
seals  on  shore  in  Barclay  Sound,  or  on  kelp  or  other  shore  in  Barclay 
objects.    When  fishing  outside  he  has  never  seen  baby  ^'^^' 
seals.    Sometimes  a  few  seals  follow  schools  of  herring  into  sound  and 
go  out  hurriedly.    On  such  occasions  a  few  are  killed.    No  sealing  ves- 
sel s  touched  here  last  year.    His  son  is  only  Indian  who  went  north 
from  this  village  last  year.    He  went  in  schooner  Ariel,  and  caught 
one  thousand  and  eighty  (1,080),  all  in  Bering  Sea.    No  Indians  have 
gone  north  from  this  village  this  year.    He  states  that  Ohiat  is  largest 
village  in  Barclay  Sound.    Population  260.    The  towns  and  popula- 
tions are  as  foUows:  Mchuelet,  184;  Toquat,  22;  Sechart,  170;  Mchuck- 

leset,  34 ;  Hopucheiset  and  Ohiat,  260. 

Olat  KA-Koi  (his  X  mark). 

Attest : 

E.  T.  WiTHEBSPOON. 

Harry  George. 
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Depoaition  of  KicMana^  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALINa. 

Kickiana, being  duly  sworn, deposes  and  says:  That  he  is  20  years  of 
age;  is  a  native  of  Sechart  village,  and  a  son  of  Clat-ka-koi.  Last  year 
he  went  north  in  schooner  Ariel,  and  spent  one  and  one-half  months  in 
Bering  Sea,  with  a  crew  of  eight  white  men  and  sixteen  Indians,  and 

si)ent  half  of  April  and  month  of  May.    He  caught 

sejiis  never   show  1,080  scal.    They  ncvcr  show  themselves  out  of  water 

water^""!^  ^^Barciy  "^  the  locality  of  Barclay  Sound.    He  has  seen  them 

Sound.  on  beach  in  the  Bering  Sea.    He  never  knew  of  one  to 

be  bom  in  the  water,  and  never  heard  of  it.  He  has 
wfte?.'  ^^^  ^™  ^  never  seen  baby  seals  in  the  vicinity  of  Barclay  Sound. 

The  white  men  lose  a  great  many  by  shooting.  The 
Indians  lose  fewer  in  their  method  by  spearing.  He  thinks  white  men 
lose  three  out  of  five,  on  an  average. 

Kickiana  (his  x  mark). 

Attest: 

E.  T.  WiTHEBSPOON, 

Habby  George. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21st  day  of  April,  1802;  and 
I  further  certify  that  the  foregoing  affidavits  were  read  to  Clat-ka-koi 
and  Kickiana,  and  the  contents  fully  made  known  to  them  by  J.  T.  A. 
Bulfinch,  duly  sworn  as  interpreter,  and  that  they  fully  understood  the 

same. 
[SEAL.]  Oliver  Wood, 

U.  8.  Commissioner  for  the  district  of  Washinfftonj 

Residing  at  Port  Townsend, 

Clat-ka-koi  understands  and  speaks  English  fairly  well.  Kickiana 
understands  and  speaks  English  &irly  weU. 

Oliveb  Wood, 
U.  8,  Commissioner  for  the  district  of  Wa^hingtony 

Residing  at  Fort  Townsend. 


Deposition  of  Dicky  or  Ehenchesuty  one  of  the  chiefs  of  Aguis  et  al. 

PELAGIC  SEALING  AND  HABITS. 

Dick,  or  Ehenchesut,  first  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  That 

he  is  about  40  years  of  age,  and  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
Experience.         village  of  Aguis,  Barclay  Sounds  is  a  native  of  this 

village,  and  a  resident  of  the  same.  He  states  that 
during  the  last  five  months  twenty- five  canoes  belonging  to  the  village, 

manned  by  fifty  men,  have  been  engaged  in  sealing  off 
o/v^co"« iSi^df*  the  coast  of  Vancouver  Island.    They  obtained  in  this 

time  10  skins  per  capita,  in  all  500  skins.     To  his 

knowledge,  no  seals  ever  came  inside  Barclay  Sound, 

t^yi^iL^^ ^*^  ^^^  t^^*  ^^^  never  caught  any  inside,  and,  moreover,  he 

and  his  friends  never  heard  of  any  entering  these  wa- 
ters. He  states  that  there  are  no  kelp  patches  outside,  where  seals- 
resort  or  where  they  breed.  The  50  men  who  went  out  from  this  vil- 
lage joined  schooners,  two  in  number,  one  of  them  commanded  by  Capt. 
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Douglass,  and  the  seals  were  canght  about  20  miles  to  southward  and 

westward  of  Cape  Flattery,    Of  the  number  caught  300  were  caught 

and  killed  by  the  natives  of  this  village,  and  were  sold 

at  Victoria  and  Port  Townsend  at  $12  per  pelt.    LaPt  ^^  reoeiyed  pet 

season  the  natives  went  out  by  themselves  in  canoes. 

Ko  seals  are  ever  killed  in  Barclay  Sound  by  being  dai^ed  on  the  rocks. 

and  none  ever  breed  in  Barclay  Sound  or  vicinity.    Aguis  is  a  small 

village  situated  1  mile  east  of  Sechart.    Witness  was  bom  here  and 

has  always  Uved  here.    Witness  states  tiiat  there  are 

six  villages  on  Barclay  Sound,  with  a  total  population  so^d!***  ^  ^«^y 

of  about  1,000.    The  largest  is  Ohiat;  Oleashun  is 

chief  or  tgee;  population  240, 100  being  females. 

DiOK,  or  Ehenohesut  (his  x  mark). 
Attest: 

E.  T.  Withekspoon. 

W.  C.  Hebbebt. 


Glappa,  first  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  50  years 
age;    a   native  and  resident  of  Aguis;  up  to  two 
years  ago  he  hunted  seals;  his  last  hunt  took  place  in  aeSSi?^**  Indian 
a  schooner  manned  by  twenty  men  and  ten  canoes; 
hunted  two  months  and  caught  200  seals.    Certifies  ^^iSSSSwwSSi^ 
evidence  given  by  Dick  or  Ehenchesut  to  be  true. 

Olappa  (his  X  mark). 

Attest: 

E.  T.  WiTHEBSPOON. 

W.  0.  Hebbebt. 


Saisun,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  60  years 
of  old;  a  native  and  resident  of  Aguis;  quit  seal-     saiiun  indiAB 
hunting  four  years  ago.   Last  hunted  in  small  schooner  sealer.      * 
Pictou  or  Victor  J  William  Gilbert,  alias  Billy  the  Butch,     p^^^^  ^  yht»r. 
being  in  command.    He  spent  two  months  outside  in 
schooner  with  eight  canoes  and  sixteen  men.   Obtained     ^^^^^^ 
200  skins.    All  were  caught  off  Gape  Flattery  and  Bar- 
clay Sound,  about  40  miles  off  the  shore.    Certifies  ^  mS!**^2JS**"** 
evidence  given  by  Dick  or  Ehenchesut  to  be  true.         ofuiokorKheDeheMit. 

Saisun  (his  x  mark). 

Attest: 

E.  T.  WiTHEESPOON. 

W.  0.  Hebbebt. 


Chakatt,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  65  years 
of  age,  and  a  resident  of  Aguis.    Gertifles  evidence     chakatt.  induui. 
given  by  Dick  or  Ehenchesut  to  be  true.  vermes  etatementi 

Ghakatt  (his  X  mark).      ^^"^  ~  ^^^^^^'^ 

Attest: 

B.  T.  Witherspoon. 
W.  0.  Hebbebt. 
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Depoaition  of  KicJciana^  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Kickiana,beiiig  duly  sworn, deposes  aud  says:  That  he  is  20  years  of 
age;  is  a  native  of  Sechart  village,  and  a  son  of  Clat-ka-koi.  Last  year 
he  went  north  in  schooner  Ariel^  and  spent  one  and  one-half  months  in 
Bering  Sea,  with  a  crew  of  eight  white  men  and  sixteen  Indians,  and 

spent  half  of  April  and  month  of  May.    He  caught 

Seals  uever   show  1,080  scal.    They  uevcr  show  themselves  out  of  water 

waZ'^^Tn  ^'Sarciiy  ^^  the  locality  of  Barclay  Sound.    He  has  seen  them 

Sound.  on  beach  in  the  Bering  Sea.    He  never  knew  of  one  to 

be  bom  in  the  water,  and  never  heard  of  it.  He  has 
wfter.'  ^^^  ^™  ^  never  seen  baby  seals  in  the  vicinity  of  Barclay  Sound, 

The  white  men  lose  a  great  many  by  shooting.  The 
Indians  lose  fewer  in  their  method  by  spearing.  He  thinks  white  men 
lose  three  out  of  five,  on  an  average. 

KiCKiANA  (his  X  mark). 
Attest: 

B.  T.  WiTHEBSPOON, 

Habey  George. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21st  day  of  April,  1892 ;  and 
I  further  certify  that  the  foregoing  affidavits  were  read  to  Clat-kakoi 
and  Kickiana,  and  the  contents  fully  made  known  to  them  by  J.  T.  A. 
Bulfinch,  duly  sworn  as  interpreter,  and  that  they  fully  understood  the 
same. 
[seal.]  Oliver  Wood, 

U.  8.  Commissioner  for  the  district  of  Washinfftonj 

Besidin^i  at  Port  Townsend. 

Glat-ka-koi  understands  and  speaks  English  &irly  welL  Kickiana 
understands  aud  speaks  English  &irly  well. 

Olfvee  Wood, 
U.  8.  Commissioner  for  the  district  of  Washington^ 

Besiding  at  Port  Townsend. 


Deposition  of  BicJc^  or  Ehenchesuty  one  of  the  chiefs  of  Aguis  et  al. 

PELAGIC  SEALING  AND  HABITS. 

Dick,  or  Ehenchesut,  first  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  That 

he  is  about  40  years  of  age,  and  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
Experience.         village  of  Aguis,  Barclay  Sound;  is  a  native  of  this 

village,  and  a  resident  of  the  same.  He  states  that 
during  the  last  five  months  twenty- five  canoes  belonging  to  the  village, 

manned  by  fifty  men,  have  been  engaged  in  sealing  off 
of^^cSavw  i5i^"*  t^®  coast  of  Vancouver  Island.    They  obtained  in  this 

time  10  skins  per  capita,  in  all  500  skins.     To  his 

knowledge,  no  seals  ever  came  inside  Barclay  Sound, 

ti^yi^^^^^^  a^^  t^^^  l^c  never  caught  any  inside,  and,  moreover,  he 

and  his  friends  never  heard  of  any  entering  tiiese  wa- 
ters. He  states  that  there  are  no  kelp  patches  outside,  where  seals- 
resort  or  where  they  breed.  The  50  men  who  went  out  firom  this  vil- 
lage joined  schooners,  two  in  number,  one  of  them  commanded  by  Capt. 
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100  natives  in  this  village.    He  is  also  ageut  for  five  sealing  vessels 
owned  in  Victoria. 

his 

John  x  Mabgathe. 

mark. 

Attest: 

E.  T.  WiTHERSPOON. 

Harry  George. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2l8t  day  of  April,  1892,  and 
I  farther  certify  that  the  foregoing  affidavit  was  read  to  John  Mar- 
gathe  and  that  he  fully  understood  the  same. 
[L.  s.]  Oliver  Wood^ 

United  States  Commissioner  for  the  District  of 

Washington,  residing  at  Port  Townsend. 


Deposition  of  Moses,  Nitnat  Indian  sealer. 
pelagic  sealing. 

State  op  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam,  ss : 

Moses,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  native  Kitnat 
Indian,  and  reside  at  Pachenah  Bay  on  Vancouver 
Island,  at  Vancouver,  British  Columbia.    I  am  50  years     Experience, 
old,  and  am  by  occupation  a  hunter  and  fisherman,  and 
have  been  so  engaged  for  about  thirty  years.    I  have  sealed  out  from 
Keah  Bay  in  the  sealing  schooner  C.  G.  Ferlcins  (that 
was  last  year),  and  this  year  I  am  sealing  on  the     a  a  Perkins,  issi. 
shooner  James  0.  Swan.     Formerly  I  sealed  out  of 
Pachenah  Bay  with  my  tribe  in  canoes.    We  used  to  ^^.*'   ^-    '^"''"*' 
seal  in  the  straits  of  San  Juan  de  Fuca,  and  all  along 
the  coast  from  the  Columbia  Eiver  to  the  upper  end  of  Vancouver 
Island.    I  am  familiar  with  all  the  bays  and  inlets  on  the  west  coast  of 
Vancouver  Island.    I  do  not  know  of  any  place  along 
the  coast  where  seals  haul  out  upon  the  land  and  give  c^^st^^*  ^*"^  "^  **" 
birth  to  their  young;  nor  have  I  heard  the  Indians  on 
the  Vancouver  Island  talk  about  any  such  a  thing.    Seals  do  not  give 
birth  to  their  young  in  the  water  nor  on  the  kelp.    Years  ago  seals 
were  much  more  plentiful  than  they  are  now,  and  I  could  see  them  all 
around  in  bunches  on  the  water,  but  since  the  white  man  came  here 
and  conimenc(^d  to  kill  them  with  the  rifle  and  the     .^ 
shotgun,  within  the  last  five  or  six  years,  they  have 
ra])idly  decreased  in  number. 

Ten  years  ago  a  British  schooner  came  up  to  }*achenah  Bay  to  get 
Indian  hunters,  and  schooners  have  been  coming  in  there  for  that  pur- 
l)ose  every  season  since,  increasing  in  number  year  by  year  until  now 
there  are  nearly  one  hundred  sealing  schooners  engaged 
in  hunting  seals  along  the  coast.  About  seven  years  fleetf^^^*  ^'  aeaUng 
ago  they  commenced  to  hunt  seals  with  rifles,  and  lately 
tliey  use  shotguns.  Very  few  Indians  that  go  from  Pachenah  or  Keah 
Bay  use  guns.    In  hunting  with  the  spear  we  make  but  little  noise  and 
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get  almost  all  that  we  bit.  There  are  about  oDe  hundred  seal  hunters 
that  live  at  Pachenah  Bay,  and  make  their  living  by  hunting  seals. 
There  is  hardly  any  part  of  the  seal  but  what  is  used  in  some  way  by 

the  Indians.  About  half  of  all  seals  caught  along  the 
on^wwt  femaieB^^^  coast  are  cows  with  pups  in  them;  a  few  medium-sized 

males  are  also  taken,  and  the  rest  are  young  seals  of 
both  sexes.  We  scarcely  ever  see  an  old  bull  seal,  nor  can  we  tell  the  sex 
of  the  seals  in  the  water.  I  have  never  caught  any  full-grown  cows 
along  the  coast  that  did  not  have  pups  in  them. 

Ada  1887  ^^^  "^^^^      wcut  Sealing  in  the  Bering  Sea  on  the 

British  or  Japanese  schooner  Ada.  I  do  not  know  the 
name  of  her  master,  but  he  was  a  white  man.  She  carried  seven  canoes, 
each  manned  by  two  Indians,  and  one  stern  boat  with  three  white  men. 
The  Indians  hunted  with  spears  and  the  white  men  with  guns.    We 

sealed  around  Unalaska,  but  did  not  go  toward  the 
moBti^'^^au  ^nSfsfn^  Pribilof  Islaiuls.  We  caught  1,900  seals,  all  of  which 
mos^y         nursng  ^^j.^    captiircd  in  the  sea,  close  to  Unalaska;  most 

all  of  them  wore  cows  in  milk;  bnt  when  we  first  en- 
tered the  sea  we  killed  a  few  cows  that  had  pups  in  them.    We  were 
,  seized,  while  in  there,  about  the  1st  of  August,  by  the 

^*  United  States  revenue-cutter  Bear^  and  all  of  our  skins 

were  taken  away. 

In  1889 1  went  again  to  the  sea  in  the  sealing  schooner 
iftnnw.  1889.  Min7iie,  Jacobson,  master.    She  carried  eight  canoes 

and  two  boats.  Two  Indians  who  used  spears  were  employed  in  each 
canoe,  and  three  white  men,  using  guns,  were  in  each  boat.  One  boat 
with  three  white  men  got  more  seals  than  one  canoe  with  two  Indians. 
The  white  men  shot  a  great  many  seals  that  they  did  not  get,  but  the  In- 
dians secured  nearly  all  that  they  speared.  That  year 
mStiy^uSiSng°co^  ^^  scalcd  cast  of  tlic  islaiid  and  caught  about  800  seals. 

I  do  not  know  how  far  we  were  from  the  islands,  for  we 

could  not  see  them.    The  seals  we  caught  were  mostly  cows  with  milk. 

In  1891 1  went  up  to  the  Bering  Sea  in  the  same  vessel,  and  she  had 

the  same  master  and  carried  the  same  number  of  boatd 
ifinni>,ig9i.  jj^Q  canoes.    That  year  we  sealed  to  the  northwest  of 

Catch  in  Bering  Sea.  the  islauds  and  cauglit  700  or  800  seals.    When  I  was 

in  the  sea  in  1887  seals  were  very  plentiful  there,  but 
in  1889  there  were  not  so  many,  and  in  1891  there  were  fewer  still,  and 
^^  ^  I  think  after  awhile  they  will  all  soon  be  destroyed  if 

rea«e.  ^j^^^  kccp  on  hunting  them  with  guns.    When  in  Ber- 

ing Sea  I  had  an  opportunity  to  observe  the  difference  in  the  number 
w  t    f  iif  ^^  seals  lost  by  killing  them  with  shotguns  and  by  tak- 

"®°  ®-  ing  them  with  spears.  The  hunters  that  used  shot- 
guns lost  more  than  one-half  they  shot,  while  the  hunters  that  used 
spears  seldom  ever  lost  one  that  they  hit. 

Moses  (his  x  maik). 
Witness : 

C.  P.  Brown. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[seal.]  Clarence  P.  Brown, 

Notary  Puhlic  in  and  for  the  IState  of  WaMnt/ton, 

Residing  at  Fort  Angeles^  Washington. 
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Deposition  of  Francis  VerheJcCj  residing  at  Port  Angel^y  Washington^ 
Roman  Catholic  priestj  in  charge  of  mission  in  village  of  Chapies. 

Francis  Yerbeke,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  lie 
is  a  Roman  Catholic  priest,  in  charge  of  Eoman  Catho- 
lic mission  in  village  of  Chapies,  on  Todgers  Cove.    He     De^^el**^^"^' 
has  resided  in  Chapies  four  winters.    He  has  never 
seen  or  heard  of  seals  inside  Barclay  Sound.    They  are  all  found  out- 
side.   Last  year  was  a  very  bad  season.    The  In<Uans  think  scarcity 
of  seals  is  due  to  the  method  of  hunting  them  adopted  by  the  whites, 
by  which  the  seals  are  scared  away.    He  has  never  heard  of  seal  breed- 
ing here  and  has  never  seen  any  seal.    Witness  states  he  is  only  white 
resident  of  village. 

Rev.  F.  Veebeke. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2l8t  day  of  April,  1892;  and 
I  further  certify  that  the  foregoing  affidavit  was  read  to  Francis  Ver- 
beke  and  that  he  fully  understood  the  same. 
[l.  s.]  Oliver  Wood, 

U.  S.  Commissioner  for  the  District  of  Washington^ 

Residing  at  Port  Townsend, 


Deposition  of  Weckenunesch^  Indian  chief  of  the  village  of  Mchulet. 

HABITS. 

Weckenunesch,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  chief 
of  the  village  of  Mchulet  (Barclay  Sound),  and  a  resi- 
dent of  this  village.    He  states  that  fur-seal  do  not       ^^p«"«°^- 
come  in  close  to  shore  in  this  locality,  and  are  never 
found  on  land.     Seals  are  caught  off  the  coast  at  from  on^owt'*"''**'''"^"^ 
5  to  20  miles.    They  do  not  breed  in  this  locality,  and 
nothing  of  the  kind  is  known  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant. 
Formerly  the  Indians  hunted  them  for  food,  but  nowadays  white  men 
and  Indians  hunt  them  for  their  fur,  and  they  are  rapidly  diminishing 
in  number.    Heretofore  the  natives  have  always  used 
canoes,  but  the  white  men  hunt  them  from  schooners,        "  ®  **     ®* 
use  firearms,  and  get  about  two  out  of  five.    Last  year  there  were  fewer 
than  ever  before.    This  season  the  natives  caught  about 
one-half  as  many  as  last.    In  his  opinion  the  seals  will       ®<''^«"®- 
soon  be  exterminated,  and  in  three  years  there  will  be  no  more  sealing, 

Weckenunesch  (his  x  mark). 

Attest: 

E.  T.   WlTHERSPOON. 

W.  C.  Herbert. 

Mnk(v^liow,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  resident 
of  this  village  and  that  the  evidence  given  by  Weckenunesch  is  true, 

Makeshow  (his  X  mark). 

Attest: 

E.  T.  WlTHERSPOON. 

W.  C.  Herbert. 
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01aho¥rto,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  resident  of 
the  village,  and  that  the  evidence  given  by  Weckenunesch  is  true. 

Clahowto  (his  X  mark). 
Attest: 

E.  T.  WiTHEBSPOON. 

W.  0.  Heebeet. 

Oharley  Hayuks,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a 
resident  of  this  village  and  is  chief  of  police  of  same.  He  certifies  that 
the  evidence  given  by  Weckenunesch  is  correct. 

his 

Chaeley  X  Hayuks. 

mark. 

Attest: 

B.  T.  WiTHERSPOON. 

W.  0.  Heebeet. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21st  day  of  April,  1892;  and 
I  farther  certify  that  the  foregoing  affidavits  were  read  to  Weckenun- 
esch, Makeshow,  Clahowto,  and  Oharley  Hayuks,  and  the  contents 
ftdly  made  kuowTi  to  them,  by  J.  T.  A.  Bulfinch,  duly  sworn  as  inter- 
preter, and  that  they  fully  understood  the  same. 
[seal.]  Oliver  Wood, 

Zf,  8.  Commissioner  for  the  District  of  Washington, 

Residing  at  Port  Toicnseiid. 

Oharley  Hayuks  understands  and  speaks  English  faiily  welL 
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Deposition  of  Feter  Andersortj  sealer  (boatsteerer). 

PELAaiG  SEALOa. 

Peter  Anderson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  reside  in  Victo- 
ria, British  Columbia;  am  by  occupation  a  seaman  and 
hunter;  have  been  engaged  in  the  last  three  years  in     Experience. 
taking  seal  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  and  Bering  Sea 
in  capacity  of  boat-steerer.    The  vessels  I  was  employed     Black  Diamond, 
on  are  as  follows:  Black  Diamond^  Ariel,  and  Umbrina^  ^^^  *"^  umMna. 
all  British  schooners.    First  saw  and  took  seal  off  Cape     Appearance  of  seau 
Flattery  in  March  and  we  followed  them  clear  up  the  **   ^^^^^' 
coast  into  Bering  Sea,  where  we  arrived  about  July  1.    We  used  the 
shotgun  and  rifle  exclusively  in  the  boats  I  was  in.    From  my  expe- 
rience I  am  satisfied  that  33 J  per  cent  shot  with  a     w  te  tur 
shotgun  are  lost,  and  when  a  rifle  is  used  a  larger        woe. 
per  cent  are  lost  when  killed.    A  large  majority  of  seal  taken  on  the 
coast  and  in  Bering  Sea  are  cows,  with  pup  in  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean  and  with  milk  in  Beiing  Sea.    A  few  young  nure^iSg^co^sf  ""*  "*' 
male  seal  are  taken  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  from 
2  to  3  years  old.    Have  never  taken  an  old  bull  in  the  North  Pacific 
Ocean  in  my  life.    A  few  yearlings  have  been  taken  by 
me,  but  not  many.    Use  no  discrimination,  but  kill  aU  j^^diacriminatekiu. 
seal  that  come  near  the  boat.    The  best  way  to  shoot 
seal  to  secure  them  shoot  them  in  the  back  of  the  head  when  they  are 
asleep  with   their   noses  under  water.     Have  never 
known  any  seal  pups  to  be  born  in  the  wat^r  nor  any-  no^SutoidSofuiISdi^ 
where  else  in  Alaska  outside  of  the  Pribilof  Islands, 
nor  have  I  ever  known  fur-seal  to  haul  up  anywhere  on  the  land  except 
on  the  Pribilof  Islands.    Have  taken  females  that  were     ^     i    f  ^* 
full  of  milk  60  miles  from  the  Pribilof  Islands.    I  think     *^*°^^  ^    ""*• 
seal  ought  to  be  protected  in  the  North  Pacific  and 
Bering  Sea  from  April  1  to  September  1,  in  order  to       ^      ^^' 
give  them  a  chance  to  raise  their  young. 

hia 

Petee  X  Anderson. 

mark. 

Witness: 

J.  M.  Potteb. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 
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Deposition  of  H.  AndriciuSn  sealer  {hoat-stcerer). 

PELAaiC   SEALING. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria^  British  Columbia,  ss.: 

H.  Andricius,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  My  age  is  21 

years ;  occupation,  seaman ;  and  live  in  Victoria,  British 
Experience.  Columbia.     I  first  sailed  iji  1891  in  the  vessel  N.  E. 

N  E  Paint  1891      PO'intj  Bisit,  mastcF,  as  boat-steerer.    We  cleared  in 

April  from  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  and  had  six 
boats,  with  three  men  to  each  boat.    The  hunters  used  shotguns.    We 
Mosti  preciiiuit  fe-  8^*'^^^^  aloug  the  coast  and  capturcd  154;  most  all  of 
maiefl*  ^Lost  three-  them  wcre  pregnant  fcmalcs ;  we  lost  fully  three  out  of 
fourths.  ^^^jp  ^Y{^^  we  Mlled.    We  did  not  enter  the  Bering  Sea 

this  year.  There  is  no  place  on  the  coast  where  the  seals  haul  up  and 
give  birth  to  their  young;  they  never  give  birth  on  the  kelp.  I  re- 
turned to  Victo'^ia  and  was  discharged  in  October.    On  January  27, 

1892, 1  went  seal  hunting  again  as  boat-puller  on  the 
Lia>ad^r,,  1892.        Li^iadove,  Whitly,  master.    She  carried  three  boats, 
three  men  to  each  boat,  all  white  men.    We  commenced  sealing  out- 
side of  Cape  Flattery  and  sealed  to  the  northward  up  the  coast.    I 

know  that  the  seals  are  more  scarce  this  year  than  they 

Decrease.  ^^^^  last  year.    I  do  not  think  it  is  right  to  kill  the 

mother  seals  with  pups  in  them.    It  is  almost'impossible  to  distinguish 

the  male  from  the  female  at  a  distance  in  the  water. 

I  came  back  in  the  schooner  Minnie,  Tyson,  master,  about  the  4th  of 

Minnie  1892  Marcli;  I  Shipped  trom  Clayquot,  as  steerer;  she  had 

*"'***'      '  three  boats,  and  two  men  to  each  boat,  all  white  men, 

who  used  shotguns.     This  year  the  shotguns  were  used  more  than 

rifles.    We  only  got  live  seals.    They  are  very  wild  this  year  and  very 

difficult  to  catch  on  account  of  their  having  been  hunted  so  much.   The 

captain  returned  to  Victoria  with  his  vessel  becjause  he 
^ohibition  neces-  co^ld  not  make  it  pay  in  the  seal-hunting  business.    I 

returned  to  Victoria  on  the  20th  of  April.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  right  to  kill  the  mother  seals  before  they  have  given  birth  to 
their  young,  as  it  is  a  faet  that  when  we  kill  the  mother  seal  we  also 
kill  her  pup.  They  should  not  be  hunted  for  six  weeks  after  giving  birth 
to  their  young. 

H.  Andetcius. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul. 


Deposition  of  Bernhardt  Bleidncr,  sealer  {Jboat-imller). 

pelagic  sealing. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria  J  British  Columbia,  ss : 

Bernhardt  Bleidner,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
Experience.  says:  I  reside  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia;  am  32 

years  of   age;    my  occupation,   seaman.     In    1887   I 
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shipped  on  the  schooner  Challenge,  Jones,  master,  as 
boat-puller.    She  carried  four  boats  and  three  men  to  seSd!^*'^*'  ^®^^' 
each  boat,  all  white  men,  who  used  shotguns  in  hunt- 
ing the  seals.    We  left  Port  Townsend  in  May  and  sealed  south  to 
Cape  Flattery  and  then  went  north  along  the  coast  until  we  came  to 
Unimak  Pass,  and  captured  from  three  to  four  hundred  seals.    Most  all 
were  females  and  had  pups  in  them.    I  think  fully  two-thirds  of  all 
we  caught  were  females,  and  a  few  were  bulls.    On  an 
average  we  saved  one  out  of  three  that  were  killed.  ^^emaiesprindpaUy 
We  were  seized  in  the  Unimak  Pass  and  taken  to  Una- 
laska  and  all  the  skins  were  taken  away  from  us.    The  vessel  was  re- 
leased and  we  returned  to  Seattle  the  latter  part  of  September.    We 
tried  to  shoot  the  seals  in  the  head  or  heart,  for  if  we  shot  them  in  any 
other  place  we  would  lose  them,  and  if  we  killed  them  dead  they 
would  sink  and  many  of  them  we  could  not  get. 

In  January,  1889,  I  again  shipped  from  Victoria,  British  Columbia, 
in  the  schooner  Walter  Rich,  Siewart,  master;  we  car-      waurBieK  i889 
ried  6  boats  and  1  stern  boat,  3  men  to  each  boat,  all 
white  men,  who  used  rifles  and  shotguns.     We  always  tried  to  slip 
up  on  them  and  shoot  them  while  they  were  asleep. 
We  secured  500  skins  along  the  coast,  most  all  of  which  p,Sc^affy  taklS!*^*" 
were  pregnant  females,  and  returned  to  Victoria  the 
latter  part  of  April.    There  is  no  place  on  the  coast 
where  the  seals  haul  up  on  the  land  and  give  birth  to  p^5f  isHnSS!^  ^ 
their  young,  nor  do  they  ever  give  birth  to  their  young 
on  the  kelp.    It  is  almost  impossible  to  distinguish  the  female  seals 
from  the  male  in  the  water,  unless  it  is  an  old  bull,    I  don't  think  it  is 
right  to  kill  the  mother  seal  before  they  give  birth  to  their  young,  for 
it  is  a  fact  that  when  you  kill  the  mother  you  also  kill     pe^rease 
her  pup.    I  don't  think  the  seals  are  as  plentiful  as       ^crease, 
they  were  last  year,  and  the  hunting  of  them  should  be  ga^^*^^*^®^  °®*^**^ 
stopped  in  the  Xorth  Pacific  Ocean. 

Bernhd.  Bleidner. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D 
1892. 
[seal.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul. 


Deposition  of  Niels  Bonde^  sealer  {mate). 

pelagic  sealing. 

Provuvce  of  British  Columbia, 

City  of  Victoria,  ss : 

Niels  Bonde,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  24  years  ot 
age;  residence,  Victoria,  British  Columbia;  occupation, 
seaman.    I  went  sealing  as  deck  hand  in  the  British     Experience, 
schooner  Kate,  Capt.  Moss,  master,  in  1887.    We  had     ^^  ^^^ 
twenty  canoes  and  Indian  hunters  who  used  spears, 
except  in  calm  weather,  when  they  would  use  shotguns.    We  sailed 
from  Victoria  the  15th  of  March,  sealing  off  Barclay  Sound,  between 
there  and  Cape  Cook,  and  caught  522  seals.    Came  back  to  Victoria  in 
May,  discharged  our  skins  and  then  went  to  Bering  . 

Sea,  arriving  there  in  July.    We  came  out  of  the  Bering       ®"°^ 
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Sea  the  latter  part  of  Angust,  and  had  caught  about  1,700  seals  between 

the  Pribilof  Islands  and  Unalaska;  we  caught  them 

Seals  caneht  from  from  10  to  100  OF  moFC  milcs  off  St.  Gcopgc  Island.   The 

8t,Gei?2eT8iSdf~"  laigcst  catch  we  had  that  year  in  any  one  day  was  266 

seals.    We  only  took  eight  canoes  and  one  boat  into 
Bering  Sea. 
In  1888  I  left  Victoria  on  the  11th  of  April  as  mate  and  interpreter 

on  the  British  schooner  Arannah^  H.  F.  Siewart,  master, 
isfs^lTS^sluis.*^   *"^  carried  sixteen  canoes  while  sealing  on  the  (ioast 

and  Indian  hunters  with  spears,  but  in  calm  weather 
they  used  shotguns.  We  caught  about  100  seals  on  the  coast,  and  then 
in  the  latter  part  of  May  left  for  the  Commander  Islands,  on  the  Bussian 
side  of  the  Bering  Sea,  and  was  seized  on  the  1st  of  July  by  the  Bus- 
sian authorities. 
I  left  Victoria  on  the  28th  of  May,  1889,  in  the  British  schooner  Kate 

as  deck  hand,  with  ten  canoes  and  Indian  hunters  with 

Kau,iss9.  spears    and    shotguns.     The   Indians    used    spears 

chiefly.    We  went  directly  to  the  Shumagin  Island,  where  we  took  in 

water   and    provisions,  and   went    into    Bering  Sea 
Boring  Sea.  througli  TJuamak  Pass,  and  sealed  in  those  waters  till 

Ordered  out.  somc  time  iu  August,  when  we  were  ordered  out  by 

the  revenue  cutter  and  went  to  Victoria,    We  caught 
a  little  over  800  seals  in  the  Bering  Sea  that  year. 
In  1890  I  left  Victoria  on  the  17th  of  January  in  the  British  schooner 

Pioneer^  Morgan,  master.    I  shipped  as  a  deck  hand« 
Pioneer,  1890.  ^^  ^^^  ^^,^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^j^.^^  hunters,  who  used  shot- 

guns and  rifles.    We  commenced  sealing  oft'  the  California  coast,  near 
Cape  Blanco,  and  worked  our  way  up  the  coast  to  Barclay  Sound,  and 
^  ^  caught  about  400  seals  and  put  them  aboard  another 

ormf; ..  a.  vcsscl  and  tlicu  Sealed  along  the  coast  to  Bering  Sea, 

and  caught  on  our  way  up  and  in  the  sea  about  1,600  more,  and  left 
Bering  Sea  for  Victoria  the  latter  part  of  August. 
The  seals  caught  along  tlie  coast  after  the  1  st  of  April  are  mostly  preg- 
nant females,  and  those  caught  in  Bering  Sea  were  fe- 
mSSs^^'  "^®®*^^  '*■  males  that  had  given  birth  to  their  young.    I  often  no- 
ticed the  milk  flowing  out  of  their  breasts  when  being 
skinned,  and  have  seen  them  killed  more  than  100  miles  from  the  seal 
islands.    I  have  seen  live  pups  cut  out  of  their  mothers  and  live  around 
on  the  decks  for  a  week.    On  the  Floncer  we  had  a  couple  of  good  hun- 
ters who  would  get  almost  all  they  shot  at,  while  some  of  our  hunters 
Wusteof  life  would  losc  a  good  many  that  they  would  kill  and  wound. 

A  green  hunter  will  not  get  more  than  one  out  of  Ave, 
and  I  have  known  one*  hunter  on  our  vessel  who  shot  eighty  shots  and 
got  only  four  seals.  Indian  hunters  that  use  spears  seldom  lose  any 
that  are  struck,  and  there  is  no  wounded  to  go  away  and  die.  I  can 
not  say  positively  as  to  the  decrease  in  numbers,  but  I  know  they  are 
much  more  shy  now  than  when  I  commenced  se^iling. 

I  know  of  no  place  where  seals  haul  up  on  the  coast, 
oii^oasr^^^"''^^^*  iior  d^  I  believe  there  is  any. 

!^^1ELS  BONDE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D, 
1892. 
[seal.]  Levi  W.  ISIyeks, 

United  States  Consul. 
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Deposition  of  Henry  Brown^  sealer  {fioat  puller). 

PELAaiO  SEAIilNa. 

Province  of  British  Columbia, 

City  of  Victoria^  ss : 

Henry  Brown,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  42  years  of 
age,  and  reside  in  Victoria,  British  Columbia.    I  am 
by  occupation  a  seaman.    On  or  about  February  21,     Experience. 
1890, 1  shipped  as  an  able  seaman,  but  did  service  as 
a  boat  steerer  on  the  sealing  schooner  Minnie^  which     Mxnnu,  isw. 
cleared  from  Victoria.    She  carried   twelve    canoes 
and  a  stem  boat.    Each  canoe  was  manned  by  two  Indians,  who  used 
spears  principally.    The  stern  boat  was  manned  by  white  men,  who 
used  rifles  and  shotguns,  principally  shotguns.    I  acted  as  steererman 
in  the  stern  boat.    We  hunted  seals  all  along  the  coast  from  Grays 
Harbor  to  the  passes  leading  into  Bering  Sea.    The     ^    ear  n  e  oir 
first  seals  seen  were  about  30  miles  south  and  west  of  ooaet/***'*^*'*  ^ 
Cape  Flattery.     We  then  followed  the  herd  north-     catchoffoowt. 
ward,  capturing  about  1,000  seals  on  the  coast,  which 
we  transferred  to  the  American  steam,  schooner  Mis-     Transferor carao  to 
chief  at  sea,  about  15  miles  from  Sand  Point.    We  then  achooner  jfi*:*^^ 
proceeded  to  the  Bering  Sea,  entering  through  the 
UnamakPass  about  the  middle  of  July.    We  captured  ^^^^  "^  **™*  ®' 
over  1,200  seals,  all  the  way  from  24  to  100  miles  away 
from  the  Pribilof  Islands.    We  then  returned  to  Sand  24^to?oo^uJ?  SS 
Point,  and  arrived  back  at  Victoria  about  the  last  of  iaiands. 
!N'ovember. 

On  January  19, 1891, 1  shipped  at  Victoria  as  an  able  seaman,  and 
took  the  boat  steerer's  billet  on  the  sealing  schooner     ^a^^t  jgjj 
Mascot,   Lawrence,   master.     She  carried  one  stern 
boat  and  ten  canoes.    The  canoes  were  manned  by  Indians,  who  used 
spears  in  hunting  the  seals,  and  the  stem  boat,  in  which  I  was  steerer, 
was  manned  by  three  white  men.    The  hunter  used  a  shotgun.    We 
sealed  all  along  the  coast  from  Cape  Flattery  up  to  Cape  Cook,  on  Van- 
couver Island,  and  captured  9  seals.    The  only  one     catoiu 
taken  by  the  stem  boat  was  a  female  with  a  pup  in 
her.    The  pup  was  thrown  into  the  ocean.     On  the  22d  of  May  we 
arrived  back  in  Victoria. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  1892, 1  shipped  at  Victoria,  British  Colum- 
bia, on  the  sealing  schooner  May  Belle,  Smith,  master.     May Beiu,i892, 
I  shii)ped  as  an  able  seaman  and  did  service  in  the 
stern  boat  as  boat  steerer.   She  also  carried  ten  canoes,  each  being  manned 
by  two  Indians,  who  used  the  spear  in  hunting.    We  sealed  along  the 
coast  from  Destruction  Island  as  far  north  as  Triangle     ^^^^ 
Island,  off  the  Vancouver  shore,  and  captured  but  one 
female  seal.    On  the  18th  of  April  I  left  the  May  Belle  at  Clayaquot 
Sound,  and  returned  to  Victoria  on  the  5th  of  May  on  the  steam  schooner 
Maud, 

The  seal  captured  by  us  along  the  coast  in  1890  were  all  gravid 
females.  I  do  not  know  the  sex  of  those  taken  by  our  coMtcatch  in  i89o 
Indians  on  the  coast  in  that  year.  We  did  not  capture  Pregnant  oowk* 
any  gravid  seals  in  the  Bering  Sea.  Nearly  all  the  Nearly  au  taken  in 
seals  taken  in  Beriug  Sea  were  cows  in  milk.  We  Bering  Sea  nnrsing. 
captured  a  few  young  seals  in  the  sea  of  both  sexes,  ^••**«'^*' 
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In  1890  our  hunter  in  the  st<^rn  boat  secured  CO  seals,  and  lost  over  200 

su  eriorit  of  In  ^^*^^^  ^^^^  ^^  wounde  1.  The  ludiaiis make  a  sure  work 
dian^huTter°8  and  of  it,  aiid  seciire  ueai'ly  every  seal  that  they  spear, 
methods.  They  do  not  make  so  much  noise  in  approaching  a  sleep- 

ing seal  as  the  white  hunters  do.  When  an  Indian  in  a  canoe  is  ap- 
proaching a  bunch  of  seals  asleep  on  the  water  he  does  not  remove  his 
paddle  from  the  water,  but  dexterously  and  noiselessly  moves  it  in  the 
water,  because  the  least  sound  would  awaken  the  seals.  The  hunter 
who  uses  a  gun  not  only  disturbs  the  seal  he  shoots,  but  awakens  and 
disturbs  the  others,  who  then  make  their  escape. 
In  1891  I  noticed  that  there  was  a  considerable  decrease  inthenum- 

^  ber  of  seals  seen  in  the  water;  also  that  they  were 

more  shy  and  wakeful  as  compared  ^ylth.  my  observa- 
tions in  1890.  A  cow  seal  that's  heavy  with  i)up  is  sluggish,  and  slee^is 
more  soundly  than  the  males,  and  for  that  reason  they  are  more  readily 
approached.    I  have  never  known  a  black  puj)  to  be  captured  on  the 

coast.    Seals  do  not  haul  out  upon  the  land  along  the 

Bo  not  haul  np  on  coast,  uor  givc  birth  to  theii'  young  on  the  kelp  or  in 
to  watS-  o^n  kelp.™  the  Water.    I  have  never  heard  the  Indians  or  white 

sealers  say  that  there  is  a  place  on  the  coast  where 
seals  haul  out  and  breed.  A  great  many  seals  that  are  shot  would  sink 
before  we  could  secure  them.  Sometimes  the  water  above  the  sinking 
seal  would  be  so  discolored  by  the  blood  that  it  was  impossible  to  see  it 
and  secure  it  with  the  gaff-hook,  which  all  sealing  boats  carry  for  that 
purpose.  If  pelagic  sealing  is  continued,  especially  with  guns,  in  a  few 
years  the  seal  herd  will  become  commercially  destroyed.  Nearly  every 
seal  captured  causes  the  death  of  either  an  unborn  pup,  or  the  death 

of  a  young  pup  by  starvation  on  the  islands.    All  pe- 

Proteotion  bya  lagic  Sealing  slioidd  be  prohibited  after  April  1  of  each 

dose   season    neces*  ..i  i_i*  a^  •*  ^     a  •* 

•aiy.  year  untu  such  time  as  the  young  pups  areable  to  sub- 

sist without  nourishment  from  their  mothers.  It  is 
practically  impossible  to  distinguish  the  age  or  sex  of  seals  in  the  water 
while  approaching  them  while  at  a  reasonable  gunshot  distance  from 
them,  excepting  in  the  case  of  old  bulls.  Old  bulls  and  male  seals  ap- 
pear to  enter  Bering  Sea  before  the  cows  leave  the  coast.  Our  last 
catch  of  seals  on  the  coast  were  almost  exclusively  gravid  females. 

his 

Henby  X  Brown. 

mark. 

John  McLeod.  ' 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  ISfay,  1892. 
[SEAL.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  tStates  Consul, 


Deposition  of  Thomas  Brown  {Ko.  i),  sealer  (boat  puller), 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Do:MiinoN  OF  Canada, 

Victoria  J  British  Columbia^  ss: 

Thomas  Brown,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  My  age 
is  31  years,  my  residence  is  Victoria,  British  Columbia;  occupationi 
seaman.  I  went  sealing  in  1889  from  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  (I  do 
not  remember  the  name  of  the  vessel)    Capt.  Scott  was    master; 
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we  sealed  as  far  south  as  San  Diego,  Cal.,  then  went  along  the 

coast  to  Farallone  Islands,  opposite  San  Francisco.    We  had  five  boats, 

three  men  to  each  boat,  and  one  stern  boat,  all  white  men;  we  used 

shotguns  and  rifles;  the  seals  were  very  plentiful  that 

year;  most  all  the  seals  that  we  shot  and  secured  were        r«a™»8  ^^e  . 

females  and  had  young  pups  in  them,  and  we  would  sometimes  skin 

tliem.    If  we  didn't  get  to  a  seal  soon  after  it  was  shot  it  would  sink, 

and  we  lost  a  great  many;  probably  got  about  one  out 

of  five  of  all  the  seals  shot.    We  sealed  as  far  as  Queen  y^^^ti^^^^^^ 

Charlotte  Islands  and  got  about  195  seals  in  the  two 

months'  sealing.    We  did  not  enter  Bering  Sea  that  year. 

In  1890  I  went  sealing  again  in  the  schooner  Sea  Idoriy  Madison,  mas- 
ter; had  five  boats  and  three  men  to  each  boat;  I  was      „    ,. 
boat  puUer;  we  were  sealing  about  three  months  and 
got  about  400  seals,  most  all  females.    This  year  the  seals  were  wilder 
than  the  year  before;  I  think  it  was  because  they  were  being  hunted  so 
much.    We  did  not  capture  as  many  in  proportion  to  the  number  shot 
as  we  did  the  year  previous,  and  did  not  save  more 
tlian  one  out  of  six  that  we  shot.   We  did  not  enter  Ber-  f^^!'^^^''^'"'^^ 
ing  Sea,  and  returned  to  Victoria  in  April.    Our  catch 
was  fuUy  80  per  cent  females.    I  do  not  think  that  seals  give  birth  to 
their  young  on  the  kelp. 

In  1891,  in  the  month  of  February,  I  sailed  from  Victoria,  British  Oo- 
luiiibia,  on  the  schooner  ThistUj  Nicherson,  master,  on 
a  sealing  voyage.    We  had  seventeen  boats  and  three     ^^•^'^isoi. 
men  to  each  boat;  all  white  men.    I  signed  as  boat  puller.    Commenced 
sealing  off  Cape  Flattery  and  all  the  seals  which  we  caught  were  preg- 
nant females.    I  did  not  see  as  many  seals  as  the  years  previous;  I  left 
the  vessel  in  April  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia.    The  seals  upon  this 
voyage  were  more  shy  than  in  1889  and  more  difficidtto 
capture.    During   the   trip  of  1891  I  don't  think  we    ^^aSt  femai™**"*^ 
got  more  than  one  seal  out  of  six  that  we  killed;  many  ^^®^°*°  ®™  **• 
were  wounded  and  others  were  shot  dead  and  sank  before  the  boat 
could  get  to  them.    The  seals  are  decreasing  in  num- 
ber rapidly,  and  in  order  to  prevent  the  extermination     i^«cr«*»o- 
of  seals  the  hunting  of  them  should  be  prohibited  until  after  the  mother 
seals  give  birth  to  their  young.    Sealers  should  be  no- 
tified of  a  closed  season  before  they  go  to  the  exx)enBe     cioso  season  neoes- 
of  fitting  out.  **^* 

Thomas  Bbown. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  22d  day  of  April,  A,  D. 
1892. 
[seal.]  Levi  W.  Myees, 

United  States  Consul. 


Deposition  of  Christ  Clansen^  sealer  {^master). 

pelagic  sealing. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria.,  British  Columbia^  ss : 

Christ  Clausen,  being  duly    sworn,  deposes  and  says:    I  reside 
at  Victoria,    British    Columbia;    occupation,   master   mariner,    and 
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BxDerience        ^^  ^^  years  of  age.    I  went  seal  hnnting  in  1889, 

*°^**       as  mate  of  the  British  schooner  C.  S,  TujppeVj  Gapt. 

Kelly,  master.    She  carried  seven  boats  and  white  hunters,  who  used 

mostly  shotguns.  Sailed  from  Victoria  in  February, 
as. Tapper,  iss».  and  commenced  sealing  off  the  California  coast  ana 
hunted  seals  all  along  the  coast  to  Unamak  Pass,  and  went  into  the  sea 
the  2d  of  July  and  caught  seals  around  the  eastern  part  of  Bering  Sea 
until  the  latter  part  of  September,  and  then  returned  to  Victoria.  We 
had  very  poor  hunters  and  only  caught  600  that  season,  400  of  which 
we  took  in  the  sea. 
In  1890  I  was  navigator  in  the  British  schooner  Minnie^  and  was 

equipped  with  canoes  and  Indian  hunters,  who  used 

Minnis,  1890.  gpears  chiefly.    Sailed  from  Victoria  and  hunted  alonjf 

the  coast  up  the  Unamak  Pass  and  entered  Bering  Sea  about  the  10th 

of  July,  and  hunted  off  the  Pribilof  Islands  until  about  the  1st  of 

September  and  then  returned  to  Victoria.    My  catch  that  year  was 

2,600,  of  which  about  2,000  were  caught  in  the  Bering  Sea. 

In  1891  I  went  as  navigator  in  the  same  vessel  and  with  the  same 

Minnie  1891  crcw,  and  they  used  spears  in  hunting.    We  sailed 

mnxe,  ^^^  Victoria  and  hunted  along  the  coast  over  the 

same  course  we  did  the  year  before,  and  went  into  Bering  Sea  through 

the  Unamak  Pass,  about  the  middle  of  July,  and  caught  only  about 

400  that  season,  none  of  which  were  taken  in  Bering 

ingse?.*^  **"*  ^^  ^^    ^^^'    ^®  were  warned  out  of  the  sea  before  we  lowered 

any  boats  and  returned  to  Victoria. 
The  Indian  hunters,  when  they  used  spears,  saved  nearly  every  one 

they  struck.  It  is  my  observation  and  experience  that 
si^r!^*  ^*^  *^*  ^^  Indian,  or  a  white  hunter,  unlo'    very  expert,  will 

kill  and  destroy  many  times  more  man  he  will  save,  if 
^^^wwte  of  uie  with  jj^  uscs  firearms.    It  is  our  object  to  take  them  when 

asleep  on  the  water,  and  any  attempt  to  capture  a 
breeching  seal,  generally  ends  in  failure.    The  seals  we  catch  along  the 

coast  are  nearly  all  pregnant  females.  It  is  seldom 
femSeef  *^^ '*^*^^"**  ^®  capturc  an  old  bull,  and  what  males  we  get  are 

usually  young  ones.  I  have  frequently  seen  cow  seals 
cut  open  and  the  unborn  imps  cut  out  of  them  and  they  would  live  for 
several  days.    Tliis  is  a  frequent  occurence.    It  is  my  experience  that 

fiilly  85  per  cent  of  the  seals  I  took  in  Bering  Sea, 
mUkfSg^foinares!''^*  ^^rc  fenialcs  that  had  given  birth  to  their  pups,  and 

their  teats  would  be  full  of  milk.    I  have  caught  seals 

^^wwi^?**''^**^  ^^  ^^^®  ^^"^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^y  ^^™  ^^^ 

gnu  necesHary.  Pribilof  Islnnds.    It  is  my  opiniou  that  spcars  should 

be  used  in  hunting  seals,  and  if  they  are  to  be  kept  from  extermination 
the  shotgun  should  be  discarded. 

Ohr.  Clausen. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  23d  day  of  April,  A.  D, 
1892. 
[SEAL.]  Levi  W.  Myebs, 

United  States  ConsuL 
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Deposition  of  Louis  Culler^  sealer  (hoat-pnller). 

PELAGIC   SEALIWa. 

Province  of  British  Coluimbia, 

City  of  Victoria,  ss : 

Louis  Culler,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  28 years  old, 
and  reside  at  Port  Townsend,  State  of  Washington.    I     ^.^   ^^^^^ 
am  Ijy  occui)ation  a  civil  engineer.    In  1888  I  shipped       *^ 
at  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  as  a  boat-puller  on  the     q^^^^.  ^^^  jj^^^.^ 
sealing  schooner    Oscar   and   HattiCj   Gault,   master,  ises. 
She   carried  seven  boats,  eacU  being  manned  by  three  white  men, 
who  used  shotguns.    We  sealed  along  the  coast  from  Cape  Flattery  up 
to  the  passes  leading  into  Bering  Sea,  capturing  about 
1,400  seals  before  entering  the  sea.   We  entered  the  sea     ^^^'^  ""^  ''''''*• 
through  the  Unamak  Pass,  and  captured  seals  therein.     Entered  Bering  sea. 
after  which  we  returned  to  Victoria.    In  1889  I  shii^ped 
at   Victoria    as    a    hunter   on   the   sealing    schooner 
Maf/gie  Mac,    She  carried  seven  boats,  each  manned     Maggie  Mac,  i8S9. 
by  tiu^ee  white  men,  who  used  shotguns  in  hunting  the 
seals.    We  sealed  along  the  coast  from  Cape  Flattery  up  to  the  Aleu- 
tian Islands,  and  captured  340  seals  before  entering 
Bering  Sea.    We  caught  more  seals  in  the  sea  that     ^**^^«^^*«*- 
year  than  we  captured  before  entering  therein.    After     Entered  BeringSea. 
sealing  there  awhile  we  returned  to  Victoria.    In  June, 
1891, 1  shipped  as  a  hunter  on  the  sealing  schooner  Otto^     ^^^  ^g^j 
Biley,  master.    There  were  two  newspaper  correspond- 
ents aboard.  King  Hiile,  representing  the  New  York  Herald,  and  Mr. 
McManns,  of  Victoria.     The  Otto  carried  three  sealing  boats,  each 
manned  by  white  men,  who  used  shotguns,  and  two  canoes,  manned 
by  Indians,  who  used  spears.    We  sailed  up  along  the  coast  toward 
Bering  Sea  and  captured  five  seals,  all  being  gravid 
females.    I  noticed  these  seals  particularly,  because  nanHemafis.^'  ^^^^^' 
there  were  but  few  of  them.    I  kept  a  memorandum  of 
the  transactions  of  the  voyage,  and  noted  in  my  book  the  number  of 
seals  taken  and  their  sex.    We  entered  the  sea  through 
the  Unamak  Pass,  and  captured  therein  about  40  seals,  mSS^g'^^^s""^^^*' 
most  all  of  which  had  milk  in  their  breasts.    After 
taking  these  seals  we  returned  to  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  about  the 
25th  of  September. 

My  observation  of  the  seal-hunting  by  white  hunters  in  1888  is  that 
they  do  not  secure  more  than  2  or  3  out  of   every 
100   shot.     The  number  of  shots  fired  by   a  hunter  ^^^°^f  ^  i^^  ^^^'^t 
'n  an  ordinary  day's  sealing  is  something  enormous, 

\d  the  waste  of  seal  life  in  the  water  is  dreadful  to     waateof  ufe. 
contemi)late.    My  observations  and  experience  in  1889 
were  about  the  same  as  in  the  i)reviou8  year,  except  as  to  the  number  of 
seals  seen,  which  was  much  smaller.  There  was  a  percep- 
tible  decrease  in  the  number  of  seals  seen  by  me  in  the       ®<^rea8o. 
year  1889  as  compiued  with  the  year  1888.    The  proportion  of  loss  of 
seals  shot  by  white  hunters  in  the  Otto  was  quite  as  great  in  1891  as 
by  tlie  hunters  in  the  year  before  stated.    I  have  never  seen  any  black 
pups  in  the  North  Pacfic  Ocean.    The  seals  do  not  give 
birth  to  their  young  in  the  water,  nor  upon  the  kelp,  ^a^r  oron  koip"^  *° 
If  the  present  practice  of  seal-hunting  be  continued,  it 
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will  be  a  matter  of  a  sliort  time  when  the  seal  herd  will  be  commercially 

destroyed.    I  think  there  should  be  what  is  called  a 
8erjoi*^Sl'l^t"]l?ry.^^"'*''  closc  scasoii  ill  seal-huutiDg  in  the  water,  to  extend  fi-om 

the  1st  of  April  till  such  time  after  the  cows  have  given 
birth  to  their  young  and  have  r(»ared  them  to  an  age  at  which  they  can 

live  without  sustenance  from  their  mother.    The  Indian 
«s^huutws.*^^  ^"*^"'°*  hunters  secuie  at  least  eight  out  of  every  ten  of  the 

seals  that  they  sjiear.    They  do  not  make  as  much  noise, 
nor  frigliten  the  seals  as  badly  as  hunters  who  use  guns. 

Louis  Culler. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  ^lay,  1892. 
[SEAL.]  Levi'  AV.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul. 


Deposition  of  Alfred  Dardean,  scaler  [hoat'iyulhr.) 

telagic  sealing. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria  J  liriiish  Cohimhia^  ss: 

Alferd  Dardean,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at 

Victoria,  British  Colum))ia.  My  occui)ation  for  the  hist 
p:xi.«ritMioe.  f^y^^  years  has  b(»en  that  of  a  seaman.    I  went  sealing^ 


sealing  up  the  coast  toward  Bering  Sea;  entiTcd  Bering  Sea  through 
the  Unanmk  Pass  about  July  7  and  sealed  around  the  eastern  part  of 
B(»ring  Sea  until  late  in  the  fall.  W(»  caught  over  1K)0  skins  before 
entering  the  sea  and  our  whole  catch  that  year  was  2,159  skins.    Of 

the  seals  that  were  caught  off  the  coast  fully  IH)  rmt  of 
i,£.*'^' ^*'*'*^'"""*  ^*'  ^^'^*ry  100  had  young  pups  in  them.    Tlie  boats  would 

bring  the  seals  kille<l  on  board  the  vessel  and  we  would 
take  the  young  pups  out  and  skin  them.  If  the  ])ui)is  a  good,  nice  one 
we  would  skin  it  and  keei)  it  for. ourselves.  1  Imd  eight  such  skins  my- 
self. Four  out  of  five,  if  caught  in  May  or  June,would  be  alive  when  we 
cut  them  out  of  the  m(»thers.  Oneof  them  we  kept  for  pretty  near  three 
weeks  alive  on  deck  by  feeding  it  on  condensed  milk.  One  of  the  men 
tinally  killed  it  because  it  cried  so  i)itifully.  AVe  only  got  three  seals 
with  pui)s  in  them  in  the  Bering  Sea.  Most  all  of  them  were  femalefi 
that  had  given  birth  to  their  young  on  the  islands,  and  the  milk  would 
,    ,.   „  run  out  of  the  teats  on  the  di^ck  when  we  would  skin 

rt'iiuues  (orbing.  .,  ,.,  i  a.  i*  i  i      •  'ii  j.\  -iiwi 

them.  A>  e  caught  female  seals  in  milk  more  than  100 
miles  off"  the  rribih)f  Islands. 

AVe  had  seven  boats,  and  a  stern  boat  and  three  men  to  a  boat.    Our 
hunters  used  shotguns,  and  were  good  hunters.    They  lost  a  good  many 

seals,  but  1  do  not  know  what  proportion  was  lost  to 

those  kiHed.     Some  of  the  hunters  would  lose  four  out 

every  six  killed.    AVe  tried  to  shoot  them  while  asleep,  but  shot  all  that 

,  ,.    .  .    ,  came  in  our  wav.    If  we  killed  them  too  dead  a  great 

many  would  sink  before  we  could  get  them  and  were 
lost.     Sometimes  we  could  get  some  of  these  that  had  sunk  with  the 
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gaflf  hook,  bat  could  not  save  many  that  way.    A  good  many  are 
wounded  and  escape  only  to  die  afterwards. 

Hunters  talk  about  the  seals  increasing  from  year  to  p^^^g^ 
year,  but  I  know  they  are  decreasing,  and  if  they  keep        ^*^' 
on  killing  them  the  way  they  do  now  there  will  not  be  any  left  in  a  few 
years. 

his 
ALFERD  X  D  ARDEAN. 

mark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  the  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
181)2. 
[SEAL.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul, 


Deposition  of  George  JJishoWy  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

George  Dishow,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at  Vic- 
toria, British  Columbia;    am    by  occupation    a   seal 
hunter;  have  been  engaged  in  the  business  six  years,     '^i^®"^'"^^- 
Was  on  the  Triumph,  Favorite,  Penelope,  two  seasons  on  the  Umhrina, 
and  one  season  on  the  American  schooner  Walter  Rich 
hunting  seal  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  Bering  Sea,  and  on  the  Bussian 
side  of  the  Bering  Sea.    First  found  and  taken  seal  oft' 
Cape  Flattery  in  January  and  followed  them  up  the  ^'^^^^®° 
coast  into  Bering  Sea,  which  they  enter  about  June  20.    I  use  a  shot- 
gun exclusively  for  taking  seal.    Old  hunters  lose  but  very  few  seal, 
but  beginners  lose  a  great  many.    I  use  the  Parker     ^^^^^    proportion 
shotgun.    A  large  i)roportion  of  all  seals  taken  are  taken  females  with 
females  with  pup.    A  very  few  yearlings  are  taken.  ^"^' 
Xever  examine  tliem  as  to  sex.    But  very  few  old  bulls  are  taken,  but  five 
being  taken  out  of  a  total  of  900  seals  taken  by  my 
schooner.     Use  no  discrimination  in  killing  seal,  but  .^indiscriminate  km- 
shoot  everything  that  comes  near  the  boat  in  shape  of  ^"^' 
a  seal.    Hunters  shoot  seal  in  the  most  exposed  part  of  wftern^r^mlrwhero 
the  body.    Have  never  known  any  pups  to  be  born  in  outsido  Piiuiiof  isi- 
the  water,  nor  on  the  land  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  any-  ^°'^^' 
wliere  outsid(^  of  the  Pribih)f  Islands.     Have  never  known  fur  seal  to 
haul  up  on  tlie  land  anywhere  on  the  coast  except  on     ^^^^       ^ 
the  Pribih»f  Ishinds.     ^lost  of  the  seals  taken  in  Ber-   imni'^niron**  ijimi  "x- 
ing  Sea  are  females.     Have  taken  them  70  miles  from  i"*„\*^iy*'"  ^"^'^^"^  i»* 
the  ishmds  tliat  were  full  of  milk.     I  think  a  closed 
season  should  be  established  forbreeding  seal  from  Jan-  e.^a^r'  '^"'''"  "'''" 
nary  1st  to  August  15th  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  and 
Bering  Sea. 

George  Disnow. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1st  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavendek, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 
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Deposition  of  E.  M.  Oreenlcaf  sealer  (master). 

PELAGIC    SEALING. 

Province  of  British  Columbia,  Vietoria^  ss: 

E.  M.  Greeulcaf,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  have  resided 

in  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  since  1884.    My  occupa- 
Expeiioiice.  tiou  is  that  of  a  seafaring  man  and  have  a  commission 

as  master  mariner.  Was  shipping  agent  in  this  \yoTt 
for  three  years.    In  1891  I  went  on  a  sealing  cruise  as  master  of  the 

schooner  Mountain  Chief  leaving  Victoria  on  May  12. 
^^2Uuutain  Chief,  1  wcnt  to  the  inouth  of  San  Juan  Biver,  on  the  coast 

of  Vancouver  Island,  opposite  Keah  Bay,  and  contin- 
ued sealing  along  up  the  coast  almost  as  far  north  as  Kodiak  Island. 
;My  vessel  then  sj)rung  a  leak  and  I  was  comi)elled  to  return  to  this 

port,  which  I  reached  about  July  1.     We  captured  03 
.^IrVn/'*"^^*^*'  *^"  seals,  all  of  which  were  females,  and  all  were  pregnant. 
j.rtgnan  .  With  regard  to  pregnancy  I  may  note  that  the  seals 

taken  off  the  coast  of  Vancouver  Island  were  not  as  far  advanced  as 
tliose  taken  farther  north.  I  had  six  canoes,  with  Indian  hunters,  who 
used  both  spears  and  shotguns.  Indians  lose  a  less  number  of  the  seals 
shot  at  and  wounded  or  killed  than  white  hunters.    When  they  use 

si)ears  they  get  nearly  all  they  wound.  When  they  use 
eight^tnick/"*^  "^  sliotguus  they  do  not  get  more  than  one  out  of  eight 

killed  or  wounded. 
I  was  interested  in  the  schooner  Sarah  W.  Hunt  that  made  a  voyage 
fiom  New  York  to  the  South  Atlantic  in  1882-83,  leaving  in  September 
of  1882,  on  a  sealing  venture.  The  intention  was  to  visit  the  Georgian 
and  S(mth  Shetland  Islands.  Since  then  I  have  been  interested  in  the 
sealing  business,  and  am  well  acquainted  with  it  and  the  men  engaged 
in  it  and  the  methods  they  emjdoy.  I  am  accpuiinted  with  the  hunters 
and  masters  who  sail  from  this  port,  and  board  all  incoming  and  out- 
11  taken  oil  ^^"^^  vcsscls  of  tluit  chiss.  Thcse  mou  all  acknowl- 
ra(mc«>a8ti>rcgiumt  cdgc  that  nearly  all  the  seals  taken  off  the  Pacific 
females.  coast  are  females,  and  that  they  are  nearly  all  with 

young.  The  seals  are  fcmnd  oft'  the  coast  of  California  in  January  of 
each  year,  and  the  sealing  fleet  goes  along  with  them  as  they  proceed 

noi  til  ward,  never  losing  track  of  them  and  fishing  every 

ifoniia  rnliTn'u*'^^^^^^^^     S^^>^  <l*\v.    By  the  lattcr  i)art  of  June  fleet  and  seals 

have  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Aleutian  Island 
grasses.  Pregnancy  is  now  far  advanced  and  young  one^s  taken  from 
their  dead  mother's  womb  have  lived  several  days  on  the  decks  of  the 
ships.  Those  that  I  caught  last  year — the  pups,  I  mean — were  thrown 
overboard. 

In  conversation  with  boat-steerers  and  boat-pullers  I  have  frequently 
hoard  them  state  that  hunters  would  sometimes  fire  from  75  to  100 
shots  without  bringing  in  a  single  seal.  The  hunters  would  claim 
they  secuied  nearly  all  they  fired  at  or  kilh^d,  but  it  is  known  that  this 
is  not  true.  It  is  im])ossibie  to  say  what  proportion  of  the  seals  fired 
at  are  killed  or  wounded,  but  taking  the  run  of  hunters,  good  and  poor, 

Best  sbotH  ct  60  ^  ^l^^^^il^  ^^Y  that  the  best  get  about  50  ])er  cent  of 
prr^Sent  aud  ^>orc»t  thosc  shot  at,  whilc  the  pooicst  do  not  get  more  than 
1  out  of  16.  Qj^Q  Q^^  Qf  fifteen  fired  at.    I  have  also  learned  by  con- 

MUkiiiffcowskiUed  versatiou  with  Bering  Sea  hunters  that  they  kill  seal 

?Sokeri2i  °^^*  ^'"°  ^^^®  -^  ^  ^^^  ™^^^  ^^'^"^  *^*^  breeding  grounds  and  that 

these  cows  had  recently  given  birth  to  young.    I  have 
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observed  in  the  skins  that  the  size  of  the  teats  shows  either  an  advanced 
state  of  pregnacy  or  of  recent  delivery  of  youDg.  To  my  knowledge, 
and  from  conversation  with  others,  I  can  state  posi-  -. 
tively  that  seals  have  decreased  rapidly  in  numbers  off 
the  Pacific  coast  in  the  last  five  or  six  years.  A  schooner  used  to 
secure  from  700  to  1,400  skins  for  a  spring  catch,  whereas  now,  with 
all  the  im])roved  appliances  of  arms  and  vessels,  the  largest  catch  is 
less  than  500. 

The  boat-steerer  is  supposed  to  be  the  most  intelligent  and  compe- 
tent man  on  the  boat,  as  he  has  charge  and  bears  the  same  relation  to 
the  boat  that  the  captain  does  to  a  vessel.  A  very 
large  number  of  shots  are  thrown  away.  In  the  case  u^!^^^  °^  ammuni. 
of  the  Thistle^  in  her  voyage  of  1891,  she  brought  in  but 
9  skins,  while  her  hunters  had  fired  away  260  pounds  of  shot.  She 
had  poor  hunters. 

E.  M.  Greenleaf. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  at  my  office  in  Victoria,  British 
Columbia,  this  20th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1892.  Wit- 
ness my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

[L.  s-l       .  Levi  W.  Me  vers. 

United  States  Consul  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia. 


Deposition  of  Arthur  Griffin  {sealer) j  boat  'puller  and  steerer. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria^  British  Columbia,  ss: 

Arthur  Giitlin,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  My  age  is  24 
years,  and  am  by  occui)ation  a  seafaring  man  and  re- 
side at  Victoria,  British  Columbia.    On  February  11,     Experience. 
1889,  1  sailed  from  Victoria,  as  a  boat-i^uller,  on  the 
sealing  schooner  Ariel,  Buckman, master.    She  carried     ^"«'»i889. 
six  hunting  boats  and  one  stern  boat,  and  had  a  white  crew,  who  use 
shotguns  and  rifles  in  hunting  seals.    We  began  sealing  oft'  the  north- 
ern coast  of  California  and  followed  the  sealing  herd  northward,  cap- 
turing about  700  seals  in  the  !N'orth  Pacific  Ocean,  two- 
thirds  of  which  were  females  with  pup;  the  balance  nanr^ows!^*^**  p^eg- 
were  young  seals,  both  male  and  female.    We  entered 
the  l>ering  Sea  on  the  13th  July,  through  the  Unimak  Pass,  and  cap- 
tured between  900  and  1,000  seals  therein,  most  of 
which  were  females  in  milk.     We  returned  to  Victoria  ^^^^^  ''"^^^^^  ^^ 
on  ;31st  of  August,  1889. 

On  January  10,  1890,  I  sailed  from  Victoria  as  a  boat-steerer,  in  the 
schooner  Sea  Lion.  Magason,  master,  and  proceeded  to      „    ^.     ,^^,. 

o.  i^  .  V  nj.i.    J  1  If  T  X'  Sea  Lion,  1S90. 

San  Irancisco,  where  we  fitted  out  for  sealing;  from 
there  a  month  later  we  went  sealing.    Our  vessel  carried  a  white  crew, 
live  boats,  each  boat  manned  by  three  men.     We  captured  about  300 
seals  from  San  Francisco  to  Cape  Flattery,  by  the  use  of  shotguns  and 
rirles.     We  returned  to  Victoria  about  April  1. 

1  went  out  sealing  again  the  same  year  on  the  U.  B.  Marvin,  McKiel, 
master.     I  shipped  as  a  boat  steerer.    We  had  a  white      „  „  ,^     .   ,^^ 
crew  and  seven  boats,  and  used  shotguns  and  rifles 
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C0W8. 

90 


Mostly     pregnant  while  liuiiting  the  seals.    We  captured  between  900 

and  1,000  on  the  coast,  most  all  of  which  were  females 

fcn.K."''"^  ""^^'°^  ^^^^^  P"P'^-    ^^'^  entered  the  sea  on  July  12,  through 

Unaniak  Pass,  and  captured  about  800  seals  in  those 
waters,  about  00  per  cent  of  wliich  were  females  in  milk. 

A  good  hunter  will  often  lose  one-third  of  the  seals  he  kills.    A  poor 

Waste  of  liTe  huutcr  will  losc  two-tliirds  of  those  he  shoots.     On  an 

average,  hunters  will  lose  two  seals  out  of  three  of 
2o^Jo^ol^^7i^8*fr^m  those  tlicy  shoot.  We  captured  females  in  milk  from 
rookeries.  20  to  100  milcs  froui  the  rookeries.     Seals  do  not  haul 

Do  not  iiaui  upon  ^^^^  upou  the  huul  aloug  the  coast,  nor  do  they  give 
^^^^^-  birth  to  their  young  on  the  kelp.    We  seek  to  slioot 

Not  bom  on  kelp,     the  scals  wliilc  they  are  asleep  on  the  water,  because 

rroi.ii.ition  ueceH.  '^  ^^"'^^  ^^*^*  whilc  breccliing  is  more  likely  to  be  lost. 
»ary.  Scals  ouglit  uot  to  bc  killed  in  the  water  during  the 

months  of  A])ril,  May,  »Tune,  July,  and  August. 

Arthur  Griffin. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1802. 
[l.  s.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  /States  Consul. 


Deposition  of  James  Harrison^  sealer  (boat  j^mZ/ct). 

pelagic  sealing. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Vietoriaj  British  Columbia^  ss: 

James  Harrison,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at 

Victoria,  British  Columbia,  and  am  bv  occupation  sea- 

faring  man.    I  have  had  experience  in  the  seal-hunting 

business.     First  went  out  sealing  as  boat  puller  along  the  Northern 

Trhun  >h  1891  racilic  coast  about  the  2Gtli  of  June,  1801;  sailed  from 

"*""^'  '  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  in  the  schooner  Triumph^ 

Whidden,  master;  we  had  two  boats  and  ono  stern  boat,  three  men 

with  each  boat;  we  commenced  sealing  right  off  the  coast;  went  as 

far  south  as  the  California  coast  and  then  hunted  north  to  the  west 

coast  of  Vancouver  Islands;  caught  500  skins  during 

'** ''®    *  •  the  season;  almost  all  of  them  were  j)regnant  females; 

i^iostiyi.n'ipisintfe.  oiit  of  a  huiidied   scals  taken  about  *M)  per  cent  would 

"'"^*^^*  be  females    with  young  pups   in  them;   I  can't  tell 

a  male   from   a  female   while   in    the   water  at  a  distance.     On  an 

averag(»,  I  think  the  hunters  will  save  about  one  out  of  tlnee  that  they 

kill,  but  thev  wound  manv  more  that  escape  and  die 
Eniered  Biring s<.a.  aftcrwards.  '  Wc  enteicd  the  Bering  Sea  about  the  1st 

of  June,  and  caught  about  200  seals  in  those  waters. 
M(.stiy   milking  T|j^.y  ^yere  luostly  inotliers  that  luul  given  birth  to  their 

young  and  were  around  the  fishing  banks  feeding.  The 
hunters  used  shotguns  and  rifles.  In  the  Bering  Sea  we  killed  both 
male  aiul  female,  but  I  do  not  know  the  proportion  of  one  to  the  other. 
1  returned  and  was  discharged  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  about  tho 
last  of  August. 
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T  sailed  again  about  February  12, 1892,  in  the  same  vessel,  and  tlie 
same  master;  we  carried  two  boats,  and  three  men  to  xnumph  i89'> 
each  boat;  all  white  men  in  the  boats,  but  we  had  six- 
teen Indian  canoes  with  two  Indians  in  each  canoe,  and  the  Indians 
used  shot<runs,  but  did  not  capture  any  seals,  and  returned  to  Victoria, 
Britisli  Columbia,  the  1st  of  April,  and  I  was  discharged  at  the  custom- 
house at  Victoria,  British  Columbia. 

Seals  were  not  as  plentiful  along  the  coast  this  year  as  they  were  in 
1891.    I  think  that  for  the  proper  preservation  of  the     ,. 
seals  all  pelagic  hunting  should  be  prohibited  until  the 
mother  seals  have  given  birth  to  their  young.  sa^°^^^*^^°  ^^^^^' 

James  Harrison. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[seal.[  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul, 


Deposition  of  James  Rayicard,  sealer  (boat  steerer). 

PELAGIC  sealing. 

Province  of  British  Columbia, 

City  of  Vict 0 nay  ss : 

James  Hayward,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  My  age  is  32 
vears;  I  reside  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia;  occupa-     ^ 

1-  T  i.  T  •      loorr  Experience. 

tiou,  seaman.    I  went  on  a  sealmg  voyage  m  1887  as 
boat  steerer  on  the  American  schooner  Vanderhiltj  Capt.  Myers,master. 
She  carried  six  boats,  and  white  hunters,  who  used  shot-      y 
guns  and  rifles.    I  joined  her  here  with  five  others       ^^  "  *''^  ^^' 
about  the  middle  of  May  and  sealed  along  the  coast  to  Bering  Sea,  and 
entered  those  waters  in  the  fore  part  of  July  and  was 
ordered    out   of   the    sea  by  a  revenue  cutter,  but  in^ia!^*^  *^"*  *^^  ^^^' 
kei)t  on  sealing  until  September,  and  then  returned  to 
Victoria,  British  Columbia.    Our  catch  that  year  was  2,000,  or  there- 
abouts. 

In  1888  I  went  in  the  American  schooner  Chas  J),  Wilson,  Turner, 
master,  as  boat  steerer,  hunting  otter  and  seals.  She  ^^ 
carried  four  boats,  with  white  hunters,  and  they  used  "*'  '  '  ^"'  ^' 
sliot<;iins  and  rilles.  Left  Victoria  the  13th  of  May  and  went  towards 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  Kiver  and  hunted  along  the  coast  to  Shu- 
nia<;in  Islands.  We  caught  over  100  otters  and  a  number  of  seals. 
A\  e  (lid  not  go  into  the  Bering  Sea  that  year.  In  1889  I  did  not  go  out 
liuntin<»'.  In  1890  I  went  in  an  American  schooner  (I  can  not  give  her 
name)  as  boat  steerer.  She  carried  five  boats  and  had  white  hunters, 
who  used  both  shotguns  and  rifles.  Sailed  from  Victoria  the  latter 
])'<\vt  of  April,  and  went  over  on  the  Kussian  side  of  Bering  Sea  and 
sealed  in  those  waters  and  caught  almost  1,800  seals  that  season,  a  part 
of  which  we  caught  along  the  coast  before  we  went  into  Bering  Sea. 

Ill  1891  I  went  as  boat  steerer  in  the  American  schooner  City  of  San 
/>/<v/M,  George  Weston,  master.     She  carried  five  boats, 
and  white  hunters,  who  used  shotguns  and  rifles.    We  ^ggj'^  "-^  '**""  ^'"'^^' 
lelt  Victoria  in  April  and  went  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  Kiver,  but  fished  only  one  day  and  caught  only  one  seal. 


328  TESTIMOXY 

We  tlion  went  directly  north  of  Sitka  and  commenced  sealing  oflf  that 

coaHtJ  and  were  warned  not  to  go  into  the  American 
ii.nw™rhiK°j?Ja.^  *^**  P'"'t  «f  Bering  Sea,  and  then  went  over  to  the  Eussian 

side,  near  the  Copper  Island.    I  was  under  monthly 
pay,  and  did  not  keep  track  of  the  number  of  seals  killed  and  cap- 
tured. 
Most  of  the  seals  killed  on  the  coast  are  pregnant  females,  while 
waht«of  life  those  we  killed  in  the  Bering  Sea  after  the  1st  of  July 

w(*re  females  tbat  had  given  birth  to  their  young  on 
mnkulji^o'^r''''^ ''''  the  S4:nl  islands  and  come  out  into  the  sea  to  feed. 

Have  caught  them  150  miles  off  from  the  shore  of  the 
s(;al  islands,  and  have  skinned  them  when  their  breasts 

I  cnial^H  feeding.        ^^^^  ^^jj  ^^  ^^^.^j^^      ^^^^^  ^^.^^.^j  ^,^j ^  ^.^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^  j^^^^ 

wiiy  to  feed.    I  do  not  think  we  got  over  one-half  that  we  killed   and 

wounded.    Have  seen  six  out  of  seven  killed  sink  and  were  lost  before 

we  could  get  to  them.    This  happened  last  year  in  a  bf)at  I  was  in.    I 

lucn'iiM:  think  the  seals  are  not  near  as  plenty  as  a  few  years 

ago,  and  they  are  much  more  shy  and  harder  to  catch 
now  than  they  were  when  I  first  went  out  sealing.  I  think  this  is 
(ransed  by  hunting  them  so  much  with  guns. 

James  Haywakd. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  23d  day  of  April,  A.  D 
1  M>i;. 
[sj:al.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  JStates  Consul. 


Dej^osHion  of  Victor  Jaclxohnon^  sealer  {master), 

PELAGIC   SEALINa. 

Vict(U'  Jacobsou,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  31 
Ex  riieuco  ycars  of  agc,  by  occupation  a  seal-hunter.     I  reside 

xpiiiLuco.  ^^^  Victoria,  British  Columbia.     1  am  a  British  sub- 

jecrt.  Have  been  engagcid  in  scaling  f(u*  eleven  years,  ten  years  as 
master.    Am  now  master  and  owner  of  schooner  Mary  Ellen  and  owner 

Mar  FiimM\(}iMin-  ^^^  sc^hooiicr  Minnie,  I  have  sealed  from  Columbia 
tn>/*'''  '  '^'"^     ***    Kiver  ah)ng  the  coast,  north  and  west,  to  the  Aleutian 

TiiiHM.fmitrancoof  Ishuids,  i)assages,  and  in  Bering  Sea.  The  female 
foinaioH  int4>  iicrinj:  Heals  go  through  the  i)asses  froui  the  Pacific  Oceau  into 

Bering  Sea  between  »lune  25th  and  July  15th.  Females 
kilh'd  previous  to  this  time  1  found  with  pups,  but  none  with  pups  after 

Kiihd  11  ur»iii«  ^^*^^^  latt(T  datc.  1  liuvc  killed  female  seals  with  milk 
cowH  LMM)  iniifH  fniiii  200  miles  from  the  Pribilof  Islands.  1  think  of  the 
^''ivmlitHKe  of  fe-  «<*Jil^  taken  by  me  that  three  in  i\yo.  are  females,  and 
niaioM  tak.«u.  nearly  all  wit li  pup.    Seals  are  diminishing  along  the 

coast,  an<l  unless  pelagic  sealing  is  stoi)pcd  in  the 
l^uific  Ocean  the  seal  will  beconu^  extcMininated.  In  order  to  prevent 
tln^  enti-re  extermination  of  the  turseal,  1  think  all  pelagic  sealing  in 

rrohihuioiiiu  i»mi.  ^'^^^  Taci fie  Ocean  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States, 
iw  niHi  ciiwo KOJiHon in  British  Columbia, and  Alaska,  should  be  stopped;  also 
».  iin«  s«Mi  nccuHBury.  j„  Uovluir  Sca  uiitll  the  fcmales  have  brought  forth 

their  young,  about  the  15th  of  July,  after  which  all  vessels  should  be 
allowed  to  enter  Bering  Sea  and  take  seals  without  restraint  any  place 
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outside  of  the  legal  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.    I  have  never 

known  fur  seal  to  baul  out  upon  any  part  of  the  coast 

of  the  United  States,  British   Columbia,  or  Alaska,  isif^Se"^*""^^'**"*^* 

except  the  Pribilof  Islands.    All  parts  of  the  coast 

have  been  visited  by  the  seal  hunters,  and  if  seal  hauled  out  any  place 

it  would  have  been  known  by  the  hunters.    I  have     ^^  ^  ^ 

1  At       n  1    ^         •        i_  •   j.i_   ±.     J.1     •  ^ot  Dom  in  water. 

never  known  the  fur-seal  to  give  birth  to  their  young 
in  the  water. 

Victor  Jackobson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  June,  1892. 
[seal]  .  C.  L.  Hooper, 

Notary  Public^  District  of  Alasl'a, 


Deposition  of  James  Jamieson^  sealer  (boat-puller  and  mate), 

pelagic  sealing. 

Province  of  British  Columbia, 

City  of  Victoria,  ss : 

James  Jamieson,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:   I  am  23 
years  old,  and  am  by  occupation  a  seaman ;  I  reside  at     Experience. 
A^ictoria,  British  Columbia.  In  March,  1887, 1  joined  the 
P>ritish  sealing  schooner  Mary  Taylor,  McKiel,  master,     -i^^n^  ^«Wo'-.  W5;. 
at  Victoria,  British  Columbia.    We  went  on  a  cruise  for  sealj  1  was  a 
boat  puller.     She  carried  ^ve  sealing  boats,  manned  with  three  white 
men  each.    There  were  three  Indians  with  us  part  of  the  season.    We 
used  breech-loading  shotguns  and  Winchester  rifles.    We  began  to 
seal  when  about  20  miles  off  Cape  Flattery.    We  worked  toward  the 
northwest  and  captured  between  60  and  100  seals   on  the   coast, 
about  two  tliirds  of  which  were  females,  with  pup;  the 
balance  were  yearlings  consisting  of  male  and  female;  pre^^\fema\L\'^* 
after  wliich  we  ran  into  Barclay  Sound  for  supplies, 
from  which  place  we  worked  to  the  northward  toward  the  Bering  Sea. 
We  ca[)tured  about  80  seals  while  en  route  to  the  sea;  about  two-thirds 
of  these  were  females,  with  i)up,  the  balance  being  yearlings  about 
oiu^  lialf  male  and  one-half  female. 

Ill  tlie  latter  part  of  January  we  entered  the  Bering  Sea  through  the 
Unamak  Pass,  and  commenced    sealing  there.     We     j^Berin  sea 
captured  about  800  seals  at  a  distance  from  the  rook-       °   ©ringv.ea. 
cries  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  of  from  20  miles  to  200      Tiuec-fourtiis  of 
miles;  about  three  fourths  of  the  catch  in  the  sea  was  J^^Vkhig\nmk"8f2^to 
female  seals  in  milk,  the  balance  consisting  of  year-  200  miiea  irom 'rook-, 
Hii.<;s  and  male  seals.    We  returned  to  Victoria,  British  ^"®*' 
Columbia,  some  time  in  August. 

Ill  January,  1888,  I  joined  the  Mountain  Chief  Jacobson,  master,  at 
Victoria,  British  Columbia.     I  was  nmteonthis  vesvsel. 
She  carried  ten  canoes,  each  manned  by  two  Indians,   ig^g^""'^^'*  chte/, 
who  used  spears  while  hunting  the  seal.    We  began 
s<';iling  along  the  coast,  and  captured  about  85  seals,  after  which  we 
saih'd  into  Barclay  Scmiid,  when  I  left  the  Mountain  Chief  and  joined 
tiie  (icMinan  schooner  Allele  as  a  cook.     Hanson  was 
explain  of  the  Adele,    We  proceeded  up  the  coast  and 
took  on  sixteen  Indian  sealers  and  eight  canoes.    We  then  sealed 
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along  tlie  coast  toward  the  sea,  capturing  about  100  seals  en  route. 

.     ,  In  the  latter  part  of  June,  we  entered  the  Bering  Sea, 

eniig  ^5ea.         ^^^^  proceeded  to  take  seals  in  those  waters.    Captured 

about  700  in  the  sea.    We  arrived  back  to  Victoria  on  the  22d  of 

September. 

In  January,  1880,  I  Rhii)ped  as  a  boat-steerer  on  the  British  sealing 

schooner  Theresa^  Lawrence,  master.     She  carried  six 
'*^'^*"'  boats,  including  \\\^  stern  boat.    Our  crew  and  hunters 

were  white  men,  and  were  equipped  with  AA'iiu^hester  rilles  and  l)reech- 
lotuling  shotguns,  with  wliich  to  capture  seals.    We  began  sealing  otf 
the  Cohmibia  Biver,  and  tlien  worked  up  along  the  coast  capturing 
about  .'^80  seals  before  entering  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  in  April. 
In  January,  1800,  I  shipped  as  a  boat-stecrer  on  the  scaling  schooner 

MoUie  Adams,  McKeil  master.  She  carrie<l  six  boats  and 
Moiiic  Adam,,  1890.  ,^  ^^.j^.^^  crew,'who  uscd  sliotguus  and  rifles.    AVe  sailed 

as  far  south  as  Cape  Mendocino,  when  we  met  the  herd  and  proceeded 
to  take  them,  up  along  the  coast,  capturing  about  400  seals,  and  then 
returned  to  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  where  we  fitted  out  for  the  west 
coast  and  the  Bering  Sea.  About  the  last  of  April  I  again  sailed  on 
a  cruise  for  seals  on  the  same  vessel,  having  th(^  same  crew.  Sealed  up 
along   the  coast  to  Northeast  harbor,  cai)turing  (100  skins,  which  we 

transferred  to  the  American  st(»amer  Mischief  ttiud  ship- 

Jthc"  j/SJl/. ''^'"^''  P^^  ^<>  Victoria,  British  Columbia.    We  then  sailed 

through  the  Unamak  Pass  into  the  Bering  Sea,  when 
In  Btringsca.         ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^.^  1^^,^..^^^  taking  scals.    Captured  1,000  seals 

in  that  sea,  and  after  remaining  in  those  waters  for  about  two  months 
we  set  sail  for  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  on  the  1st  day  of  Septem- 
ber, and  arrived  at  Victoria  on  the  21st  of  the  same  month. 
In  January,  1891,1  shii)i)ed  as  a  seaman  on  the  British  sealing  schooner 
,  ,f  igoi  Mascot^  Lawrence,  master,  for  a  cruise  for  seals  on  the 

west  coast.  Our  vessel  carried  one  stern  boat  manned 
by  white  men,  and  eight  canoes,  with  two  Indians  to  each  canoe.  We 
began  sealing  off  Barclay  Sound  and  (;aught  three  skins  only,  all  of 
which  were  females  with  pup.    We  thenran  into  Clayquot  Sound,  when 

1  left  the  Mascot  and  joined  the  British  schooner  Few- 

'  '"**''  ture.  Smith,  master.    I  shii)ped  as  a  seanum  and  hunter 

on  the  British  schooner  Venture.    She  earried  an  Indian  crew  and  six 

canoes.    The  Indians  used  spears,  and  breech-loading  shotguns  while 

hunting  the  seals.    After  securing  our  Indian  hunters  we  went  to 

the   Bering  Sea,  and   proceeded  along  the  coast.    We  captured  50 

lii-  i  '  Sea         skins.   We  ejitered  the  sea  through  the  Unamak  Pass 

irmg  .^^  ^^^^  latter  part  of  June,  and  commenced  to  catch 

seals.    We  captured  610  skins  while  in  the  sea.    In  the  latter  part  of 

()  .k-  0(1  o  tof  ikr    "^"^J^  ^^^  were  ordered  out  of  the  sea  by  the  U.  S.  S. 

in- sJir*  ""  °      ^    Thetis.    We  returned  to  Victoria.    In  February,  1892, 

If  .;.T.a„iyoo    I  joined  the  British  sealing  schooner  Minnie.  Tyson, 

J/t/r;uf,ly  eon,  1892.         -'  x  i-v     i       *    ri  •      o         i        c?  i         f     i-  1 

master,  at  Dodge  s  Cove,  m  Barclay  Sound.  I  shipjjed 
as  cook.  The  Minnie  was  equii)ped  with  three  sealing  boats,  all  manned 
with  white  men.  We  caught  iive  seals  along  the  coast.  Wo  then  re- 
turned to  Victoria,  B.  C,  about  the  20tli  of  April. 

In  hunting  along  the  coast,  I  think  about  80  ])er  cent 
nu^tlypn-iimint.*^^"*  ^^  tliosc  wc  caught  wcrc  fcmalcs,  and  most  of  tliem 

were  carrying  their  young.  We  seldom  caught  any  old 
bulls,  but  caught  a  i'ew  of  the  younger  males.  I  have  seen  the  unborn 
young  cut  out  of  the  mother  seal  and  live  for  a  week  without  food. 
\Ve  us(d  to  skin  some  but  threw  most  of  them  overboard. 
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Kearly  our  whole  catch  in  the  Bering  Sea,  after  the     catohinBerin  sea 
first  of  July,  ea^h  year  were  females,  aud  nearly  aU  of  mostly  mUkiD/lows. 
them  in  milk,  aud  had  evidently  given  birtji  to  their  ^^*!J2Jj**'  indiMi 
young  but  a  short  time  before.    The  milk  would  run 
out  on  the  deck  as  we  skinned  them.    The  Indian  hunters  with  spears 
would  not  wound  or  lose  but  very  few  seals  that  they  struck,  but  the 
ordinary  white  hunter  will,  on  an  average,  lose  over 
half  that  he  kills  and  wounds.    We  try  to  take  the  seals  ^^.^l^,  **^°**^  ^^"^ 
when  asleep  on  the  waters,  but  the  hunters  are  usually 
paid  a  certain  sum  for  each  seal  taken  and  they  try  to 
kill  everthing  without  reference  to  age,  sex,  or  condi-  j^^disonminate  kui- 
tion. 

I  do  not  think  that  they  haul  up  on  the  land  on  the 
coast  and  I  have   never  known  of  anyone  taking  a  cSSt?^*  ^*"^  "^  ^^ 
young  seal  on  the  coast  that  was  boni  that  year,  nor 
do  we  catch  any  cow  seals  on  the  coast  that  have  given  birth  to  their 
youug  that  year. 

Jambs  Jamieson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  23d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 

1892. 

[SEAL.]  Levi  W.  Myebs, 

United  States  Consul. 


Deposition  of  J.  Johnson^  sealer  {sailing  master), 

PELAaiO  SEALING. 

• 

J.  Johnson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  on  Doug- 
las Island,  Alaska.    I  have  spent  six  years,  of  my  life 
sealing.    1  have  been  sailing-master  of  the  schooner     ^^p^^^^^se. 
Han  Diego ^  the  Penelope  of  Victoria,  the  Ada  under 
the  German  flag,  the  Boscoe  of  San  Francisco.    Have     ISSe^^* 
been  either  master,  mate,  or  hunt/er  on  all  these  ves-     ^|^J^ 
sels.    Have  first  struck  the  seal  off  the  California  coast 
below  San  Francisco  in  January,  and  followed  the  seal 
to  Bering  Sea,  which  we  entered  about  July  16th.        *^  ^^' 
Have  always  used  a  shotgun  for  taking  seaL    About  40  per  cent  shot 
with  shotgun  are  lost.     When  the  rifle    is  used,  a  larger  per  cent 
is  lost.    A  large  majority  of  the  seal  taken  on  the 
coast  are  cows  with  pup.    A  few  young  males  are  taken,  fj^^^^^  pregnant 
the  ages  ranging  from  1  to  5  years.    Once  in  a  while 
iin  old  bull  is  taken  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean.    I  use  no  discrimina- 
tion in  killing  seal,  but  kill  everything  that  comes  near 
the  boat  in  shape  of  a  seal.    Always  shoot  seal  in  the  ^intiiwriminatokiu. 
back  of  the  head  if  possible.    Sometimes  seal  are  shot 
in  tlie  shoulders  and  wound  them ;  then  they  can  not  get  away.    I  never 
lia\x*  scon  a  pup  born  in  the  water,  nor  have  I  ever     ^o pelagic  Wrth 
seen  one  born  on  shore  outside  of  the  Pribilof  Islands. 
Never  knew  any  seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  on  the  coast  elsewhere 
than  on  the  Pribilof  Islands.    The  mtyority  of  seals  killed  in  Bering 
Sea  are  females.    I  have  killed  female  seals  75  miles     jj„„j„  femaiet 
from  the  islands, that  were  full  of  milk.    K  hunting  kmS"  *^  *"**  ** 
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is  not  stopped  on  the  islands  in  Bering  Sea  and  the 
TO  ec  on.  Nortli  Pacific  Ocean  the  seal  must  become  extermi- 

nated. 

J.  Johnson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  w.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  Francis  Robert  King- Hallj  journalist. 

pelagic  sealing. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington^  ss  : 

Francis  Robert  King-llall,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 
I X  KTieii  *^  subject  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  late  of  the  Eleventh 

•.xpor  eiico.  Hussars,  a  son  of  Sir  William  King-Hall,  K.  0.  B., 

admiral  in  the  Britisli  navy.  I  am  35  years  of  age,  a  journalist  by 
profession,  residing  in  New  York  City.  In  1891,  as  a  correspondent 
of  tli(»  N(iw  York  Herald,  I  was  detailed  to  investigate  into  the  meth- 
ods of  pelagic  sealing.  1  proceeded  to  Victoria,  an^iving  about  the 
f      1891  "^^^^  of  June,  and  procured  passage  on  board  the  seal- 

ing schooner  Otto^  85  tons  burden,  Lunenburg,  Nova 
Scotia.  Her  managing  owner  was  Walter  Borns,  of  Victoria,  British 
Columbia,  and  her  captain  was  John  Riley,  a  British  subject,  who  bad 
had  several  years  exi)erience  in  pelagic  sealing,  having  entered  Bering 

Sea  as  long  ago  as  1883,  as  nmte  of  the  schooner  Favor- 
*"*'   *'  ite.    On  July  2nd  we  left  Victoria,  the  crew  consisting 

of  the  captain,  mate,  4  hands  before  the  mast,  a  cook,  and  a  Patag<V 
nian  boy,  it  being  the  intention  of  the  captain  to  pick  up  Indian  hunt- 
ers on  our  way  out.    The  Otto  had  no  difficulty  in  get- 
the  o?to  "'^^  ^*^"  ^'  ting  her  clearance  papers  for  hunting  in  Bering  Si»a, 

although  the  Queen's  order  in  council  had  been  i>ro- 
mulgated,  and  Lieut.  Iladley,  of  H.  M.  S.  Pheasant ^mfonnQd  me,  when 
I  met  him  in  Bering  Sea,  that  he  had,  by  orders  of  Commander  Tur- 
ner, requested  Collector  Mihie,  of  the  port  of  Victoria,  to  warn  the  Otto 
and  not  to  give  her  clearance  papers  for  hunting  in  Bering  Sea. 

We  had  much  ditticulty  in  getting  Indian  hunters,  putting  in  at  sev- 
eral villages  aleng  the  Vancouver  coast.  Most  of  the  hunters  were 
absent,  having  been  emi^loyed  previous  to  our  arrival.  At  the  village 
of  Hesquiat  1  met  Father  Brabant,  a  Belgian  priest,  who  had  lived  for 

twenty-seven  years  among  tin*   Indians  of  the  west 

lagic^KJaihl'r'  ""^  ^*"  ^^'^^^-    "^'irough  him  I  obtained  the  Indian  view  of  the 

present  condition  of  the  Alaskan  seal  herd.    1  fimnd 

that  by  the  use  of  the  sx)ear  very  few  seals  were  lost,  and  that  the  In- 

vso  of  tiroarms  pro-  ^^^^^  of  Vaucouvcr  had  at  one  time  a  law  among  them- 

iiiMiotibv  iiuiiHus  selves  prohibiting  the  useof  guns  in  taking  seals.     He 

among tbemscives.       j,|g^,  ^^]^|  j^^^  ^^^^^^  jjj^  ^^^,,^  knowledge  that  the  Uchuck- 

elset  Indians  had  a  few  years  ago  caught  oif  the  coast  1,G()()  seals  in  a 
season,  and  that  now  they  couhl  catch  hardly  any;  that  the  white  men's 
guns  were  not  only  destroying  the  seals  but  driving  them  further  from 
the  coast.  At  every  village  (and  we  stopi^ed  at  over  nine  on  Vancou- 
ver Island)  I  interrogated  the  Indians  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and 
jj^  ^^  .^^  they  all  agreed  there  were  very  few  seals  now  compared 

*  ^*''^^'  witii  the  great  numbers  which  were  found  formerly, 

and  that  this  decrease  began  five  or  six  seasons  ago.    We  finally  i)icked 


TAKEN  AT  VICTORIA,   BRITISH  COLUMBIA.  333 

up  two  Indian  hunters  and  two  canoes,  besides  which  we  had  a  sealinjO^ 
boat  and  two  other  ordinary  boats.  On  Thursday,  July  3(H)h«  we  left 
Vancouver  Island,  making  toward  Bering  Sea  by  way  of  the  Fair- 
weatlier  Ground  and  Portlock  Bank,  which  are  the  late  spring  sealing 
grounds.  The  first  seal  sighted  was  August  4th,  longitude  136^  32'  west, 
latitude  52©  46'  north. 

During  the  days  following  August  4th,  the  canoes  were  lowered,  but 
their  search  for  seals  was  fruitless.  On  Au^st  14th,  before  entering 
Bering  Sea,  a  seal  was  speared  by  the  Indians  off  Mamiont  Island, 
which  was  bearing  NW.  i  W.  35  miles.  We  entered  the  sea  at  6:30 
p.  m.  on  the  22d  day  of  July  [August]  and  at  9  o'clodi:  Entered  sea  Jui 
the  following  morning  we  got  our  first  seal  in  the  Ber-  22,5oi.  '** 
ing.  It  was  shot  by  one  of  the  white  men  in  a  boat,  q^^^^  in  the  sea. 
We  were  at  this  time  about  25  miles  west  by  north  of 
Nortliwest  Cape  on  Unimak  Pass.  On  the  same  day  4  other  seals  were 
shot,  and  3  not  recovered.  Two  sank,  and  the  other  escaped  badly 
wounded.  The  following  day  the  captain  shot  2,  la<^ing  1,  and  the 
other  boat  brought  1  seal  on  board.  On  the  25th  of  August  w^e  were 
125  miles  southeast  of  St.  Oeorge  Island.  The  Indian  hunters  were 
out  all  day,  and  brought  in  3  seals,  the  white  hunters  getting  none. 
The  captain  informed  me  that  day  that  the  previous  year  he  had  taken 
in  this  locality  148  seals  in  one  day*^  and  that  one  of  his  hunters  got  3S 
and  lost  40,  which  he  shot.  The  next  day  the  two  boats  and  canoes  were 
out,  and  the  captain  brought  back  1,  but  had  shot  and  lost  6  others. 
1  of  which  sank.  The  other  boat  rejiorted  that  they  shot  7,  but  all 
sank  before  they  could  get  them,  the  water  being  so  colored  with  blood 
that  it  was  impossible  to  see  the  bodies  sufficiently  to  recover  them 
with  the  gaff.  The  two  Indians  brought  back  10  seals,  all  speared. 
Out  of  the  number  taken  on  board  4  were  ftdl  of  milk.  On  the  27th 
the  Indians  brought  in  2  seals,  and  the  captain  1,  which  were  all  they 
had  seen.  On  the  29th  17  seals  were  taken;  the  captain  got  3,  having 
lost  4,  killed  or  wounded.  The  other  boat  brought  In  3,  having  lost  2, 
and  the  cook  shot  1  from  the  schooner's  deck.  Out  of  these,  7  were 
females,  which  covered  the  decks  with  milk  while  they  were  being 
skinned. 

On  August  30th,  the  two  boats  got  3  seals,  and  both  reported  hav- 
ing hit  and  lost  several  others,  but  they  were  unable  to  teU  how  many^ 
The  following  day  we  si)oke  the  British  schooner  Oscar     ^^^^  ^^^  Batiu, 
and  Hattie,  and  her  skipper,  Capt.  Oalt,  boarded  us  isei?"'^  "" 
and  remained  to  dinner.    In  a  conversation  I  had  with 
him  he  states  that  his  season's  catch  was  1,510  skins.     Season's  catch. 
That  on  the  proclamation  forbidding  the  taking  of  seals 
in  Bering  Sea  becoming  known,  the  schooners  which  had  escaped  being 
warned  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Thetis  at  Alitak  Bay  at  once  made  for  the  Prib- 
ilof  Islands,  to  catch  all  they  could  before  receiving  the  official  warning. 
This  statement  accounts  for  so  many  vessels  having  been  wai*ned  near 
the  islands  which  previous  to  the  modus  vivandi  being  declared  thw 
had  refrained  from  approaching,  because  they  feared  being  seized. 
The  same  day,  after  a  chase  of  an  hour,  we  were  seized     „^jj^^ 
by  tlie  U.  S.  o.  Mohican.    The  total  catch  of  seals  at 
the  time  of  seizure  was  48,  and  at  least  20  were  females,  the  m^ority 
of  which  were  in  milk.    All  the  seals  were  taken  from  120  to  180  mUes 
fr.  in  St.  George  Island.    I  am  convinced  that  at  the     ^a^teofiife 
v('i>'  h^ast  white  hunters  lose  50  per  cent  of  the  seals 
they  hit,  and  probably  the  ms^ority  of  those  wounded  will  ultimately 
die.    All  killing  of  seals  in  the  water  must  of  necessity  be  indiscriminate 
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slaughter,  as  it  is  impossible  to  tell  the  s*?x  or  the  exact  age  of  a  seal 
until  it  has  been  taken  into  the  b*»at,  whereas  on  land  earehil  discrimi- 
nation can  be  marfe. 

Granting  that  open-sea  seal  hunting  is  to  be  allowed,  the  nse  of  the 

gun  shouM  be  absolutely  prohibite«l,  and  a  ch>se  time 

Protection.  establislieil  whicli  should  extend  from  the  In^ginning  of 

the  year  until  all  gestation  is  liiiishe<l.  FurthtT  to  protect  thie  nursing 
female  seals,  it  will  l>e  neresstiry  U)  i»rohihit  sealing  within  a  zone  ex- 
tending at  the  very  least  liH^)  miles  from  the  r<>»keries.  in  order  that 
the  females  may  be  unmolested  while  feeding,  and  even  uinier  such  n»- 
strictions  there  is  no  chnibt  many  pup^  would  die  of  starvation  thi*ough 
the  death  of  their  motiiers.  which  would  be  killed  outside  the  proh^cted 
zone.  Tliis  method  of  prot4n*tion  I  suggested  to  several  owners  and 
captains  of  the  sealing  vessels  at  Victoria,  who  all  approved  of  the 
l)lan,  naturally,  to  a  certain  extent,  from  seltish  reas<jns.  In  my  own 
opinion,  however,  the  most  perfect  method  of  protecting  the  Alaska 
seal  is  to  kill  only  the  young  barlnlors,  and  as  this  discrimination  can 
be  made  on  shore  alone,  it  naturally  restricts  all  killing  to  the  Pribih>f 
Islands. 

Francis  R.  Kixg-Hall. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notarv  public  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  this  L'oth  diiy  of  July,  isb2. 
[shal]  Sevellon  a.  Brottn. 

The  above  statement  is  made  by  me  on  oath  without  regard  to  any 
international  question,  as  1  regard  both  the  Canadian  and  American 
I>elagie  sealers  equally  destructive  of  the  seals. 

Francis  K.  King-Hai-l. 

July  2.jtii,  1S92. 


Dvpoaition  of  Andrew  Laing.  trader  and  sealer  {mate). 

PELAGIC   sealing. 

Province  of  HuiTisn  Colvmbta, 

(!\t}l  of  Victoria^  ss: 

Andrew  Laing,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  42  years  of 

age:  residence,  Victoria,  British  Columbia;  occupation, 
trader.     1  went  out  as  trader  on  th<»  W,  1\  ^Sayicardj 

is.Io'^''*'''T%H '''''■    ^>'  which  I  was  part  owner,  in  the  vears  of  1S82,  1883, 
■*'"''''  ^   ■         18S1,  188r,,  1880,  1887,  ISSO,  and  18tM).     In  18881  went 
'"''""'■ '^''**  as  mate  on  the  F<n-or/7(',  my  boat  having  been  seized 

the  year  before  by  tlu»  revenue  (fitter  Jiutth^  hi\t  was  finally  released, 
so  that  I  went  in  her  again  in  1880  and  1800.     My  vessel  carried  In- 
dian hunters  in  all  her  trips  inevious  to  this  year  (1892) 
Ti.  UH  iiiifi   wnap.  mnj  ^|,(»y  ,jj.j.(|  (.allocs  and  si)ears  in  hunting  seals  ex- 

oil  ■•  *■  J  ^ 

elusivelv.  Prior  to  188t»  I  nor  mv  vessel  had  ever  been 
in  the.  IJering  Sea  limiting,  but  had  cruised  along  the  C'.»ast  (»ach  year 
from  the  <'oIumbia  IJiver  to  Ivodiak  Island,  and  then  n^turned  to  Vic- 
toria and  had  caught  seals  in  greater  or  less  numbers  each  year;  but  in 
lS8(iand  <'a('h  year  thereafter,  excepting  1801,  I  have  not  only  sealed 
on  the  e.oast  but  have  also  been  in  the  Bering  8ea  hunting  seals. 
My  vessel  went  to  the  Bering  Sea  in  1801,  but  I  did  not  go  with 
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lier.    The  year  I  was  on  the  Favorite  she  carried  In- 
dian hunters  also,  who  used  spears.    It  is  now  the  inteiSseaSoSju 
practice  to  hunt  along  the  coast  early  in  the  season 
from  the  Columbia  River  to  the  Bering  Sea,  and  enter 
those  waters  the  fore  part  of  July.    Indian  hunters  will  ^^  g^  entering 
not  stay  out  over  ten  days  at  a  time  when  we  are  on 
the  coast,  so  we  have  to  come  in  and  out  quite  often.    This  year  I 
have  changed  ray  crew  to  white  hunters,  who  use  shotguns  and  rifles. 
When  in  Bering  Sea  we  are  usually  ttom  60  to  160 
miles  from  the  Pribilof  Islands.    I  did  not  pay  any  ^2^^,*  to^"mu** 
particular  attention  to  the  sex  of  the  seals  we  caught  from  the  islands.    ** 
on  the  coast  or  in  the  sea  any  further  than  we  got  a 
number  of  the  yearlings  and  2-year-olds  on  the  coast,  and  that  I  have 
seen  young  live  pups  cut  out  of  their  dead  mothers  and  they  would 
walk  around  on  deck  and  bleat  for  three  or  four  days,  and  then  die  of 
starvation.    In  the  Bering  Sea  I  have  noticed  that  in 
skinning  seals  milk  ^vould  run  out  of  the  teats  of  le-  ^^^  **^f?*to°ioo 
males  who  had  given  birth  recently  to  their  young  on  mSeeftwmiaUncu. 
'the  islands.    I  have  caught  this  class  of  females  from 
75  to  100  miles  from  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

I  know  of  no  place  along  the  eastern  coast  where  ftir-seals  haul  out 
on  land,  and  I  do  not  beUeve  there  is  any  outside  of  the 
Pribilof  Islands.  Fur-seals  do  not  give  birth  to  their  thftSmdJ!  """^^  "" 
young  in  the  water,  neither  will  the  pup  seal  live  if  ^^r  y^a  in  at^r 
born  in  the  water.  I  can  not  say  as  to  seals  appearing  ^®* «»™  "*  ^«®'- 
off  the  coast  in  less  nimibers  each  year,  but  I  think  ^^^J***^^  Jeoee^ 
some  arrangement  should  be  made  for  their  protection  sai^  ••»«>»  »«®«^ 
by  a  closed  season  during  the  time  they  are  carrying 
and  nursing  their  young. 

Andrew  Laing. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  23d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[L.  s.]  Levi  W.  Mtebs, 

United  States  Consul, 


Deposition  of  Robert  H,  McManus,  netcspaper  correspondent. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

The  undersigned,  Eobert  H.  McManus,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  Prov- 
ince of  British  ('olumbia.  Dominion  of  Canada,  being  ^^  ^^^^ 
duly  sworn,  saith;  I  am  about  49  years  of  age,  and  ^Lperence. 
liave  for  some  >ears  past  followed  the  calling  of  newspaper  corre- 
spondent and  writer.  In  1889,  at  the  time  the  British  sealing  schooners 
w  ere  seized  in  the  Bering  Sea  by  the  United  States  revenue  cutters,  I 
denoted  some  attention  to  the  sealing  industry.  Being  acquainted 
witli  Mr.  Walter  Borns,  through  his  being  a  boarder  in  my  family, 
and  wlio  is  largely  identified  with  the  sealing  industry,  I  was  by  him 
earnestly  solicited  to  a<KM)mpany  him  on  a  sealing  cruise  on  board  his 
schooner  Otto  last  season.  Some  time  previously  I  had  a  severe  attac^ 
of  rlienniatic  gout,  and  was  at  the  time  of  solicitation  by  Mr.  Borhs 
partially  convalescent.  I  wafl  advised  that  the  voyAge  woilld  tend 
towards  the  recovery  of  my  health  and  the  inducement  of  an  opportunity 
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to  gain  by  persoDal  observation  all  that  could  be  learned  of  tlie  seal 
hunting  question,  wliicli  I  would  be  enabled  to  turn  to  pecuniary  ac- 
count as  a  newspaper  correspondent,  determined  my  acceptance  of  tlie 
proposal,  although  the  pecuniary  oiler  of  Mr.  l^orns  was  merely  trivial. 
I  was  very  weak  and  feeble,  and  had  to  be  assisted  on  board  the  ves- 
sel. Mr.  F.  King-IIall,  corresijondent  of  the  New  York  Herald,  was, 
Avith  my  consent,  taken  on  board  as  a  passenger. 

The  Otto  cleared  from  the  Victoria  custom-house  on  the  23d  June, 

1891,  but  oAving  to  the  difliculty  experienced  in  obtain- 

"''     *  ■  ing  a  crew  of  Indian  hunters,  did  not  sail  from  the 

harbor  till  the  lid  July,  and  then  without  any  Indians;  and  set  sail 
finally  for  the  west  coast,  Vancouver  Island,  on  the  5th  July.  At  the 
last  moment  the  owner,  Mr.  Borns,  was  prevented  by  some  business 
engagement  from  accompanying  the  vessel,  and  before  leaving  requested 
me  to  ''keep  my  eye  opened"  about  his  interests. 

We  set  sail  for  the  Bering  Sea  from  the  northwest  coast  of  Vancouver 
Island  on  Thursday,  the  3()th  July  last.  AVhen  oil'  the  coast  of  Queen 
Charlotte  Islands,  some  peals  weie  observed,  which  the  captain  informed 
me  Avere  fur-seals;  the  one  seen  by  mebehmged  to  the  hah -seal  speciesL 
as  1  knew  by  the  bronze  color  as  it  Hoated  i)ast  the  vessel.  It  is  sjiio: 
that  the  fur-st»als  have  some  undiscovered  breeding  gi-ounds  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  I'rince  of  Wales  Islands  group;  again,  that  the  fur-seals 
bring  forth  and  rear  their  y<»ung  on  tin*  large  lioating  beds  of  kelp 
found  in  those  Avaters;  another  theory  is  that  the  seals  migrate  in  the 
si)ring  from  the*  coast  of  California  to  the  Bering  Sea  in  herds,  each 
herd,  lik<»  the  bees,  having  a  reeognized  leader;  should  this  leader 
hai>i)(*n  to  fall  a  victim  to  tlie  hunter,  the  herd  becomes  disorganized 
and  disi)erses  OA-er  the  waters  of  the  !North  ]*acilic  Ocean.  IloAvcAer, 
be  the  theory  correct  or  otherwise,  the  i>ref!^ence  of  fur-seals  outside  of 
l>ering  Sea  at  tliat  time  of  year  was  ratlu^r  remarkable,  i.  c,  if  the  seal 
obserA'cd  by  the  crew  Avere  of  the  fur-s(»al  s])eei(\s. 

Twenty-tiv(*  miles  oil*  Kadiak  IsLind,  (lulf  of  Alaska,  when  going  on 
deck  after  breakfast,  on  tlie  morning  of  the  14th  August,  I  observed 
S(mie  dark  object  in  front  of  the  schooner,  and  called  the  attention  of 
the  eai»tain  to  it,  Avho  said  it  Avas  a  log  or  a  piece  of  kelp.  I  maintained 
it  Avas  a  seal,  and  so  it  j)roved.  The  Indian  hunter  went  out  in  his 
eaiHK*  in  jmrsuit  aiul  killed  the  seal  Avith  his  si»ear,  in  sight  of  the  ves- 
sel.    It  Avas  a  medium  or  lialt-grown  s(»al. 

On  the-  evening  of  Satuulay,  the  22d  August,  we 

ij.iJn;;  sta,  timeoi   (^^uteied  tlieUniuiak  Tass:  weather,  mist  and  lain.and 

on  Sunday  morning,  the  li3d,  Avere  in  the  proscribed 
Avat(»rs. 

The  hunting  outtit  of  the  Otto  A\'as  rather  limited:  One  seal-hunting 

boat,  which  1  will  designate  the  lirst  boat;  one  pleasure 
aud'w'«!p'.nH.'  ^""*'*  1><>J*^?  heavy  and  clumsy,  the  second  boat;  and  one  In- 
dian hnnterandonecancemaninacanoe.  Thefirstboat 
Avas  manned  by  the  skipjKT  as  hunter,  an  acknowledged  expert  of 
twelve  years'  exjierienccs  armed  with  a  No.  lli-bore  double-barreled  shot- 
gun by  (ireener,  of  liirmingham,  and  one  Winchester  repeating  rilie, 
and  a  crcAv  of  two  Avhite  men  asimllers  and  steerers.  The  second  boat 
Avas  nmnned  by  two  SAvedish  seamen,  one  as  hunter  and  the  other  as 
imller,of  no  experience  Avhateverinthe  business,  armed  with  a  No.  10  bore 
double  barreled  shotgun.  The  canoe,  one  Indian  hunter,  and  one  canoe- 
nmn,  armed  with  the  Vane(mA'er  Island  west  coast  spear  «ind  a  single- 
barrel  nuizzle-loader  shotgun,  this  latter,  I  Avas  informed,  merely 
to  gi\'e  the  quietus  to  the  harx)ooncd  seal  should  occasion  require.   The 
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ammanition  used:  Onrtis  &  Harvey's  No.  6  grainy  size  14,  in  kegs; 
charge,  6  to  7  drams,  and  from  16  to  21  bnckshot. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  my  note  book  daring  the  nine  days' 
hnnt  in  Bering  Sea,  from  23  to  31  Angost,  in  the  wa- 
ters aboat  40  to  50  miles  from  the  entrance  to  Una-  u^^t^S^i^i^S?) 
laska  harbor,  and  40  to  50  miles  off  Akntan  Island^  extoact  ft^mT^ 
Aleutian  chain,  or  from  150  to  200  miles  from  the  Prib- 
ilof  Islands.  ' 

Sunday,  23  August,  wind  light:  misty;  rain.  7:30  a.  m.,  sighted 
seals  to  west.  Second  boat  lowered:  killed  one  sesd  in  sight  of  vessel. 
First  boat  and  canoe  lowered;  out  all  day,  returning  to  meals.  Besult 
of  day's  hunt:  Second  boat,  one  seal,  fc^eals  sporting  round  vessel;  a 
great  many  shots  fired  by  boats. 

Monday,  24  August,  clear  weather;  cahnei*  sea.  Boats  and  canoe  out 
aU  day  from  7  a.  m.  (returning  to  dinner).  Besult :  f^irst  boat,  one  seal; 
reported  having  lost  two.  ^cond  boat,  none.  Indian  canoe^  one  sesd. 
Total,  2  mediums;  a  great  deal  of  firing  heard. 

Tuesday,  25  August,  rain  in  morning.  Boats  and  canoe  out  at  half 
past  9  o'clock;  out  all  day  (returning  to  dinner).  Besult:  First  boat, 
two  seals  reported,  wounded  and  lost  five;  seals  said  to  be  shy  and 
wary,  and  not  so  numerous  as  formerly;  attention  called  to  cow  seal 
being  skinned  (which  I  had  taken  for  a  young  bull).  The  snow  white 
milk  running  down  blood-stained  deck  was  a  sickening  sight.  Indian 
canoe,  one  seal.    Total,  3  seals ;  2  mediums  and  1  cow. 

Wednesday,  26  August,  cloudy  morning;  seals  floating  round 
schooner.  Boats  and  canoe  out  all  day.  Besult:  Ffrst  boat,  1  seal; 
second  boat,  none;  Indian  canoe.  10  seals;  total,  11  seals;  8  cows  in 
milk,  and  3  medium.  Skipper  in  first  boat  blamed  the  powder.  Second 
boat  said  it  was  too  heavy  and  clumsy  for  the  work.  Skipper  reported 
having  wounded  and  lost  7,  and  the  men  in  second  boat  9  ditto,  16  in 
all.  Skipper  said  seals  not  so  numerous  as  formerly,  more  shy;  also 
blamed  the  powder.  Evidently  a  great  deal  of  shooting  and  very  few 
seals  to  correspond. 

Thursday,  27  August,  seals  to  all  appearances  very  scarce,  species 
being  exterminated,  so  to  judge  from  the  skipper's  remarks.  Weather 
fine  and  clear.  Boats  and  canoe  out;  returned  at  noon,  consequence  of 
rough  sea.  Besult:  First  boat,  1;  second  boat,  none;  Indian  canoe, 2 
seals;  total,  3  seals.  Again  in  favor  of  Indian  spear.  Powder  blamed 
again.  Tired  of  such  excuses.  So  tar  have  not  found  one  word  of  truth 
in  anything  I've  heard  previously  about  open  sea  seal-hunting. 

Friday,  28  August,  rain  and  heavy  sea  in  morning;  cleared  in  after- 
noon; boats  and  canoe  out  in  afternoon;  returned  at  6  p.  m.  No  skins, 
although  a  great  deal  of  shootiug  going  on.  First  boat  reported  hav- 
ing wounded  and  lost  three  seals;  blamed  i)Owder.  Poor  powder.  It 
takes,  judging  from  the  number  of  shots  fired,  about  a  hundred  to  se- 
cure one  seal. 

Saturday,  29  August,  ship's  cook  brought  down  from  deck  a  large  cow 
seal  at  40  yards  rise.  Boats  and  canoe  out  all  day;  fine,  dear,  balmy 
weather;  Aukatan  Island  in  sight.  Besult:  First  boat,  three  seals; 
second  boat,  three  seals;  cook,  from  deck,  one;  Indian  canoe,  ten: 
total  catch,  seventeen  seals,  greater  proportion  cows  in  milk;  norria 
sight,  could  not  stay  the  ordeal  out  till  aJl  were'  flayed.  A  large  num- 
ber reported  as  wounded  and  lost.  According  to  appearances,  slaughter 
indiscriminate. 

Sunday,  30  August,  flue  dear  morning;  hazy  towards  Akutan.  At 
6  o'clock  a  cry  <<  Here's  the  cruiser^  to  mb  eastward.    Boats  andoano^ 

2716— VOL  u — aa 
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oflf  at  7  o^clock  5  at  8  o'clock  I  could  see  deck  of  the  steamer  bearing  dowB 
on  us  about  8  miles  off.  Boats  recalled.  The  Indians  returned  about 
9  o'clock,  greatly  excit<id;  went  out  again  when  the  steamer  sheered  oflf 
towards  Unalaska  harbor.  Result  of  hunt:  First  boat,  two  seals;  sec- 
boat,  one^  Indian  canoe,  seven;  total,  ten  seals,  seven  of  which  were 
cows  in  milk.  Several,  as  usual,  reported  wounded  and  lost  by  the  boats. 
The  great  superiority  of  the  Indian  spear  evident. 

Monday,  31  August,  cai)tured  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Mohican  3:30  p.  m.;  no 
hunting. 

The  total  catch  on  being  analyzed  shows  a  favorable  comparison  be- 
tween the  experienced  and  inexperienced  hunters;  when  the  class  of 
boats  and  arms  are  taken  into  consideration,  and  the  extraordinary  nnm- 
wasteofiife  ^^^^  reported  as  Avounded  and  lost,  dispels  any  faith 

"    °     **  in  the  oft  reported  assertion  that  only  one  in  ten  es- 

cape from  "the  unerring  rifle  in  the  hands  of  the  experienced  hunter.'' 
The  number,  two-thirds  of  the  catch,  captured  by  the  Indians,  gives 

the  verdict  entirely  in  favor  of  the  primitive  weapon 
dS^i)©ar!'^  ^^  ^    ^*  *^*^  aborigines  as  against  the  modern  breechloader. 

The  spear  used  by  the  Vancouver  Island  Indians  for 
DcBcription  of  spear,  sciil  hunting  is  10  fcct  loug  in  the  sliaft,  tapering  oflf 

tcjward  the  ends,  and  thus  well  balanced.  At  the  point 
the  shaft  forks  off  into  two  prongs,  on  which  the  spear-head  or  har- 
poons lit  easily,  being  attached  to  the  shaft  by  a  cod  line,  which  runs 
up  to  the  butt,  where  it  is  caught  in  a  bight  and  held  round  the  thumb 
of  the  right  hand.  On  being  projected  the  shaft  separates  from  the 
harix)ons  and  floats  on  the  water  unheeded  till  the  seal  is  secured. 
But  few  are  missed.  Any  that  escape  wounded  only  suffer  from  a  flesh 
wcmnd  of  2.J  inches  in  de])th.  Once  the  harpoon  pierces  the  skin  bi'yond 
the  barbs  the  only  i>ossibility  of  escape  lies  in  the  chance  of  the  line 
breaking.  This  systi*m  of  capture  is  both  economical  from  a  business 
standpoint,  as  well  as  that  of  being  almost,  if  not  entirely,  less  destruc- 
tive to  seal  life,  as  compared  with  modern  arms  of  pre- 
c«ntT>7cJtch  nnrsinR  ^i«i^>».  It  may  safcly  be  asserted  that  over  three-fourths 
cowH.  of  the  catch  of  forty-eight  .Avere  cows  in  milk.    This, 

FcmaieH  fecdine      **  '^  distaucc  of  200  milcs  from  the  rookeries,  shows 
cma  e8  e  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  nursiug  COWS  ramble  all  over  the  Bering  Sea 

in  search  of  their  chi(»f  fond,  the  codfish,  which  are  to  be  found  on  the 
banks  along  the  coast  of  the  Aleutian  Islands.  During  the  migratory 
journey  nortli  in  the  spring  the  cows  with  young  become  the  easiest 
victims  to  the  hunter,  owin«^  to  being  more  I'atigued,  and  consequently 
sleep  more  than  other  class  of  seals.  From  all  information  I  could 
glean  from  the  skipper,  when  I  pointed  out  the  circumstance  of  cows 
in  milk  being  killed  so  far  from  the  islands,  leads  me  to  understand 
that  had  the  cruise  of  tlie  Otto  been  a  month  or  six  weeks  earlier,  the 
l)ro])()rtion  of  nursing  cows  in  a  catch  would  be  still  greater  than  that 
herein  exhibited. 

Robert  H.  MoManub. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  29th  day  of  March,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 

Treasury  Agent. 
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Deposition  of  Thorwal  Matkoionf  sealer  {botU-ptMer). 

PBLAaio  SBALma. 

Dominion  of  Oanada, 

Victoria^  British  Oolumbiaj  ss : 

Thorwal  Mathasan^  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  My  name  is 
Thorwal  Mathasan:  my  age  is  39  years;  occupation, 
seaman;  I  reside  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia.    I  went     Jt^cperienoe. 
sealing  in  1891  in  the  Oscar  a/nd  HatHe.  Oault,  master, 
as  a  boat-puller,  from  Victoria,  British  Columbia;  sealed  ^gj^  •^  Sauu, 
up  to  the  last  of  January;  we  had  six  boats  and  one 
stern  boat,  with  three  men  to  each  boat  and  two  men  with  the  stem 
boat;  we  used  shotguns  and  rifles,  and  sealed  along  the  west  coast  to 
the  Bering  Sea.    We  caught  over  1,000  seals  oflf  the     catoh  on  ooatt 
coast,  most  all  females,  and  a  great  number  of  them  had  mos&j  fei^«ieg?*» 
young  pups  in  them.    We  generally  tried  to  kiU  them  ^^v^^>^gv^^ 
while  asleep  in  the  water,  but  fixed  at  everything 
that  come  around  us.    A  good  many  would  sink  when  we  shot  them 
and  would  go  down  like  a  stone  and  were  lost,  and  nearly  all  tiie 
wounded  ones  would  get  away.    Those  that  we  would  kiU  we  would 
try  to  get  up  to  them  before  they  woidd  sink  and  get  them  with  tibe 
gaff  hook,  but  we  could  not  get  many  that  way.    "V^^     ^^^  ^  ^^ 
carried  two  gaff  hooks  to  each  boat.    It  takes  anywhere 
from  one  to  twenty  shots  on  the  average  to  secure  a  seal,  and,  I  think, 
we  got  about  three  out  of  five  that  we  killed,  but  we  may  not  have  got 
as  many,  for  poor  hunters  wouldn't  get  more  than  one  out  of  five. 

Entered  Bering  Sea  in  July  and  was  chased  out  by  the  cutters.    Did 
not  catch  any  seals  in  the  American  waters  in  the  Bering     ^^^  g^ ,  ^^^  ^ 
Sea,  but  went  over  across  on  the  Bussian  side  and  entering.     ' 
sealed  there.    The  whole  catch  for  that  year  was  about 
1,600  seals.    Those  that  we  killed  on  the  Bussian  side         "^^  ^  ' 
was  about  in  the  same  proportion  as  to  females  as  those  killed  on  this 
side.    I  know  of  no  place  on  the  coast  where  the  seals     ^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^ 
haul  up  on  the  laud.   I  think  the  seals  are  not  so  plen-  nv^ooaet. 
tiful  on  the  coast  as  last  year.  neoreMe. 

I  went  sealing  again  on  the  28th  of  January,  1892,  in  the  same  ves- 
sel. Captain  Oanlt.   Went  down  tq  the  Taquma  Bay. 
On  the  17th  of  February  one  of  our  small  boats  cap-  ^g^J*^  "^  s^uu, 
sized  and  we  lost  the  captain,  three  hunters,  and  one 
sailor.    We  went  into  the  Yaquina  and  got  a  new  captain  and  went 
down  to  Clayquot  and  completed  our  crew  and  went  out  sealing  again, 
off'  the  coast,  and  returned  to  Clayquot  the  forepart  of  April;  then 
1  left  the  vessel.    Our  whole  cateh  was  33  seals  during     ^^^^ 
the  voyage  the  three  months  we  were  out.     Seals 
(lid  not  seem  to  be  near  as  plentiful  as  last  year.  DeowMe. 

Th.  Math  a  HAN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 

[SEAL.]  LBTI  W.  MYBBS, 

United  States  OonsuU 
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Deposition  of  John  Morrisj  scaler  [mate  and  masiAir). 

PELAGIC  SEALI]JfG. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victor iay  British  Columbia ^  ss: 

John  Morris,  being  dnly  sworn,  dejKises  and  says:    My  age  is  34 

years,  iny  occupation  seaman,  and  iny   residence  is 
Experience.  Victoria,  British  Gohinibia.    1  have  had  six  years'  ex- 

perience in  sealing,  both  in  the  North  Pacific  and  the 
Bering  Sea.    In  February,  1882, 1  went  sealing  from  Victoria,  British 
Onward  1882  Columbia,  in  the  schooner  Onivard,,  McCoy,  master.    I 

shipped  as  mate.  We  had  sixteen  canoes,  all  manned 
by  Indians — ^two  Indians  to  each  boat.  The  Indians  used  spears  while 
hunting  seals.    We  began  sealing  off  Cape  Flattery;  sailed  and  sealed 

to  the  northward,  and  captured  about  800  sejils  along 
n^tlem'Jt^.^^"^"^"  the  coast.    There  were  not  over  ten  mtUes  in  the  whole 

lot.    The  females  had  pui>s  in  them  and  we  cut  them 
out  of  their  mothers  and  threw  them  overboard  into  the  ocean.    They 
secured  about  all  of  the  seals  they  speared.    We  returned  to  Victoria, 
British  Columbia,  about  the  last  of  June. 
About  the  last  of  April,  1883, 1  sailed  from  Victoria  on  a  sealing 
Onward,  1883.         voyagc  in  the  Onward  J  IVlorris,  master.    We  had  eight- 
een canoes,  all  manned  by  Indians,  two  to  each  canoe. 
They  used  spears  as  weapons  and  captured  about  400  seals  while  I  was 
^  -      ,      on  her.     They  were  all  females  Avith  pup  excepting 
taken?  the  ycarliiigs,  Avhich  were  about  one-half  male  and  (me- 

AifredAdatM,        half  ftiiuale.    I  left   the  Onward  at  Clayquot  Sound 

and  joined  the  7l//r6'(i  Adams  and  returned  to  Victoria, 
British  Columbia,  on  account  of  sickness  of  the  owner  and  master. 
About  the  1st  of  January  I  sailed   as   master  of  tlie  Alfred  Adams 

Alfred  Adamt  ii!»i    ^^  ^  Sealing  voyagc;  we  had  about  eighteen  canoes, 

with  two  Indians  to  each  canoe;   they  hunted  with 

spears  and  captured  about  750  skins  along  the  coast. 

tak^f"*°*  females  ^jj  ^^i^  si»als  cai)tured  wcrc  pregnant  females  except 

the  yearlings.    We  returned  to  Victoria  about  the  last 
of  June,  1884. 
In  February,  1885, 1  sailed  from  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  on  the 
A'«pcn«y-«aM885       schooiicr  SevcHtj/sLic,  Potts,  mast<jr.      We  had  three 

boats  and  three  men  to  each  boat;  had  a  white  crew. 

We  began  sealing  off  Cape  Flattery  and  caught  about  20  seals,  all  of 

AU  taken  re  nant  ^^^^^  wcrc  pregnant  femalcs..   AVe  used  rifles  and  shot- 

femaies.  ®°  ^"^^^'*°    guns  ill  hunting  the  seals.     We  returned  to  Seattle  in 

the  month  of  June.  Prior  to  this  I  had  never  been  in 
B^J^s^^biforeisS!  *^*^  Bering  Sea,  and  with  but  few  exceptions  sealing 

vessels  did  not  visit  those  waters. 
In  the  month  of  February,  1887,  I  sailed  from  Victoria,  British  Co- 
lumbia, in  the  schooner  Black  Diamond^  I,  Morris,  mas- 
18^!!***  ^>*«»ond,   ^^j.^    ^y^  jj.^^  twenty-four  canoes,  each  manned  by  two 

Indians.  The  Indians  used  spears  in  hunting  the  seals. 
They  lost  very  few  of  the  seals  they  speart^l.  We  captured  on  this 
trip  about  900  seals,  but  did  not  enter  the  Bering  Sea.  We  returned 
to  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  in  June.  The  seals  are  more  shy  now 
than  formerly,  because  they  have  been  hunted  so  unmercifully  with 
jj^^^  guns.     Seals  are  scarcier  now  than  in  former  years. 

With  the  present  increasing  fleet  of  sealing  vessels  the 
Protectioii  neoet-  seal  herd  will  soon  become  exterminated  unless  some 
''^*  restrictions  are  x)laced  upon  pelagic  sealing. 
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Pelagic  sealing  in  the  North  Faciflc  Ocean  shonld  not  be  permitted 
for  at  least  six  weeks  after  the  fiunales  have  given  birth     ^^^^  ^^^^ 
to  their  young.  gwted. 

John  Mobkis. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  22d«day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.]  Levi  W.  Myebs, 

United  States  Oansuk 


Deposition  of  Morris  Moss,  furrierjand  vice-president  Sealers?  Assodatian 

of  victoria. 

PELAaio  SEALma. 

Province  of  British  Columbia, 

City  of  Victoria^  ss: 

Morris  Moss,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  have  resided  in 
British  Columbia  th&ty  years.    Since  1880  have  made    ^xBeriwioe 
my  home  in  Victoria,  British  Columbia.    My  occupa-    -"^p*"*™*- 
tion  is  that  of  purchasing  raw  furs.    Of  late  years  raw  ftir-sealskins 
have  been  the  principal  furs  handled  by  me.    I  have  bought  from 
10,000  to  20,000  per  year,  and  am  vice-president  of  the    ^^^^  ^^       ^^ 
Scalers'  Association  of  Victoria,  British  Ci>lumbia.   ginnin And  de^p. 
The  sealing  industry,  as  regards  British  Columbia,  "'''»*<»• 
started  in  about  1872;  at  that  time  Indians  only  were  employed  to  do 
the  killing,  which  was  done  by  spearing.    The  fleet  was  small,  not 
numbering  over  half  a  dozen  vessels,  and  the  trade  was  inthe  hands  of 
three  or  four  men.    In  1883  the  American  schooner 
San  Diego,  of  San  Francisco,  entered  the  Bering  Sea,     «^^>*v<»»  isl- 
and after  taking  about  2,200  sealskins  brought  them  to  Victoria  and 
sold  them.    This  gave  impetus  to  the  trade  and  the  following  year  Vic- 
toria schooners  entered  the  sea.     New  vessels  were  subsequently  added 
to  the  fleet  and  other  flrms  embarked  in  the  business. 
In  1886  three  Victoria  vessels  were  seized,  since  which        "*^ 
time  there  has  been  trouble  ov^er  the  Bering  Sea  sealing  industry. 
Since  that  time  the  fleet  has  been  gradually  increasing  until  now.    Pre- 
vious to  this  time  (1886)  but  few  white  hunters  were  employed  and  ttie 
Indian  hunters  used  spears  only.    By  so  doing  they 
s(icured  all  the  seals  struck,  and  did  not  scare  the  b^S^uM^^****^ 
balance;  of  late  years,  however,  all  the  Indians  carry 
and  use  shotguns  in  addition  to  their  spears.    About  fifty-six  schooners 
have  cleared  from  Victoria  this  spring.    Thirty  of  them  carry  white 
liunters  and  the  balance  Indians. 

There  are  two  great  herds,  or  armies,  of  fur-seals  that  ftequent  the 
Morth  Pacific  Ocean  and  Bering  Sea.    They  are  quite     ^  . . 
distinct  from  each  other  and  do  not  intermingle.    The     ^^^ 
one  army  appears  off  the  coast  of  California  in  the  lat-     ^"«'~*«^ 
tor  part  of  December  and  gradually  work  their  way  northward  and 
a  re  joined  by  others  coming,  apparently,  from  mid  ocean.    They  appeiir 
to  travel  in  two  columns,  the  outer  column  containing  an  army  only  of 
bulls,  and  the  inner  one  mostly  cows  and  yearlings.    These  columns 
are  not  continuous  schools  of  seals,  but  rather  smtul  parties  scattered 
alon^.    The  column  traveling  along  the  British  Columbia  coast  head 
lor  the  PribUof  Islands;  theur  natoral  breeding  giomid.    The  otjtor 
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army  proceeds  aloD^  the  Japanese  coast^  and  head  for  the  Gommander 

and  Kobben  ishmds.  I  believe  the  seals  always  retam 
^en  BeaiiDg  bo-  to  the  pliice  of  their  birth.  Schooners  with  white  hunt- 
ers commence  to  seal  soon  after  the  new  year;  they 
go  south  to  meet  them  and  follow  them  up  along  the  coast  Schooners 
employing  Indians  tlo  not  start  so  soon,  it  being  difficult  to  induce  the 
Indians  to  oreak  up  their  regular  feasting  and  dancing.  Schooners  gen- 
erally enter  Bering  Sea  about  the  first  week  in  July. 
^Entering     Bering  ijij^^  percentage  of  ycarliugs  or  gray  pups  taken  on  the 

coast  is  much  greater  than  that  taken  in  the  Bering 

li^'tok^f  *'^^'^'  ^^^-    '^^^^  percentage  on  the  coast  averages  from  6  to 

12  per  cent,  while  the  percentage  of  those  taken  in 
Bering  Sea  will  not  exceed  2  or  3  per  cent.    The  seals  taken  by 

schooners  do  not  bring  in  the  London  market  more  than 
•kSii?"^  ^'   ^'^^"  one-half  realized  by  the  lessees  of  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

The  reason  lor  this  is  the  Company^s  are  all  young  bulls 
and  are  killed  by  being  clubbed  on  the  head,  while  those  killed  by  the 
schooners  are  of  all  kinds  and  sizes,  and  are  perforated  with  shot;  con- 
M  orit  •  taken  in  scqucntly  arc  not  perfect  skins.  I  believe  the  majority 
BeriMg"sea  nursing  of  scals  capturcd  by  wliitc  huntcrs  in  Bering  Sea  are 
^^'*-  females  in  search  of  food.    I  can  not  say  how  many 

seals  are  killiKl  and  wounded,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  green  hunt- 
,„  ,    , ,.,  ers  lose  manv,  while  those  more  experienced  in  the  bnsi- 

Wpjitc  of  life.  1  J* 

ness  lose  lewer. 
It  is  generally  conceded  that  the  Indian  hunters  in  the  use  of  the 

spear  seldom  lose  one  they  kill  or  wound.    I  have  no 
Protection  noccs-  (]oubt  lu  uiy  owu  mind  that  unless  some  restrictive 

measures  are  taken,  the  seals  will  either  be  eventually 
exterminat(»d  or  become  so  s(*arcc  it  will  not  pay  to  hunt  them.  The 
fleet  has  increased  greatly  in  the  last  few  years,  and  will  continue  to 
do  so  as  long  as  there  is  money  in  the  business. 

It  is  very  important  that  if  the  fur-seal  is  to  be  preserved  it  must  be 
protected  from  indis(?riminate  slanghter  in  the  open  sea,  or  it  will  soon 

be  exhausted.  I  would  suggest  that  either  schooners 
•  close  8e^on.^°°^  ^''^  shoul<l  iiot  bc  allowcd  to  approaoh  within  a  radius  of 

50  miles  of  the  breeding  grtmnds,  or  else  they  should 
not  be  allowed  to  enter  the  sea  until  the  female  has  had  proper  time  to 
give  birth  to  her  yonng,  and  to  give  it  nurse  until  such  time  as  the 
young  seal  is  able  U^  exist  without  it,  say  the  1st  day  of  August.  This 
is  the  general  opinion  of  prominent  owners  of  schooners  who  have  given 
an  unprejudiced  opinion  upon  that  subject. 

Morris  Moss. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  23d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul. 


Deposition  of  ^Yill  Parl'cr^  sealer  {hunter). 

PELAGIC  sealing. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victorlaj  British  Columbia^  ss. 

Will  Parker,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  My  age  is  40  years, 

residence  and  citizen  of  Victoria,  British  Columbia; 
occupation,  hunter.    I  went  sealing  in  1890  in  the  Wdl- 
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ter  Bichy  GaptT  Oooper,  master.    Left  Victoria  in  Jan-     ^^j,^  j^j-  ^^^ 
nary  and  went  off  the  coast  of  Lower  California  and 
commenced  sealing^  working  onr  way  np  the  coast^  following  the  herd 
towards  Bering  Sea.    I  left  the  vessel  at  Victoria, in     chmn^ai^M^ 
AprU,  because  she  changed  her  flag  jQrom  American  to     ^^******  "  "** 
British.    She  carried  six  boats  and  a  stem  boat.    The  hunters  were  all 
half-breeds  except  myself.    We  had  caught  but  very  few  seals,  and 
when  I  left  her  we  had  only  about  fifty  skins.    We  got     c^^^eaiah 
a  little  too  far  down  the  California  coast  and  got  out  of    ^^**^*^**®  • 
the  run  of  seals,  and  for  twenty-one  days  saw  none  whatever. 

In  1889  I  sailed  as  hunter  in  the  British  steamer  Arielj  Buckner, 
master.    Left  Victoria  the  latter  part  of  January  and     ^^^  ^^^ 
commenced  sealing  about  30  miles  off  the  Columbia 
Eiver  and  sealed  along  the  coast  towards  Bering  Sea,  entSSf.**"'  **"**^ 
arriving  there  about  the  middle  of  July.    We  were  all 
white  hunters  and  used  shotguns  and  rifles  and  caught     ^^*^*^  ^***'^ 
about  500  before  entering  Bering  Sea.    In  the  Bering  Sea  we  hunted 
around  the  fishing  banks  and  so  fisu:  off  the  seal  islands  that  we  seldom 
saw  land.    We  caught  a  great  many  seals  on  what  is  called  Southwest 
Bank  about  100  miles  from  TJnalaska,  and  I  think  it 
is  more  than  100  miles  from  the  Pribilof  Islands.    We  gJ2.'iMi^  ^^^ 
caught  about  1,100  in  the  Bering  Sea,  and  our  whole  Siidi.      ** 
catch  for  that  season  was  about  1,700. 

In  1888  I  sailed  as  hunter  and  interpreter  in  the  British  schooner 
Alfred  Adams,  Worth,  master.    She  had  Indian  hun-a  ^^ 

ers  and  carried  ten  canoes  of  2  men  each.  They  used  ^vrM^^^""^  mm. 
spears  and  shotguns.  I  joined  down  the  coast,  at  San  Juan,  in  May. 
Hunted  off  Cape  Flattery  for  about  a  month,  and  when  it  was  stormy 
we  would  run  to  harbor,  for  Indians  do  not  like  to  stay 
out  when  it  blows.  We  caught  about  300  seals  off  the  inB^iflT***"^ 
coast,  and  landed  them  at  Victoria  in  June,  and  then  *     ' 

started  direct  for  Bering  Sea:  ran  into  a  school  of  seals  at  Portlock 
Bank,  ofi*  coast  of  Alaska,  and  caught  between  300  and 
400.    We  went  through  TJnamak  Pass  the  4th  of  July  entoSf.***  ^^"^ 
and  sealed  in  those  waters  until  about  the  14th  of  Au- 
gust, at  which  time  we  left  the  sea  and  came  to  Victoria.    Caught  only 
about  700  seals  while  in  the  sea.  for  it  wa«  a  stormy,     MbrtofcutobintiM 
bad  season.    We  caught  most  oi  the  seals  that  were  Mafromaotowmikt 
taken  by  our  vessel  in  Bering  Sea  from  30  to  60  miles  ft«»*>»«»>«»^ 
off  to  the  southwest  of  St.  Paul  Island. 

In  1887  I  sailed  from  Victoria  as  hunter  and  interpreter  in  the  British 
schooner  Ada,  Gordon,  master.    She  carried  seven  ca-      ,  ^   .._ 
noes  and  one  boat,  and  indian  hunters,  who  used  spears.     ^^  "^• 
She  left  Victoria  the  latter  part  of  April  and  made  one  trip  out  for 
three  days,  when  a  storm  drove  us  back  into  harbor. 
We  caught  396  seals  in  the  two  days  and  a  half  that     c«**  «•*<*• 
we  were  out:  caught  them  about  85  miles  west  of  Cape  Flattery.    Fit- 
ted out  and  left  the  coast  for  Bering  Sea  the  26th  of  June  and  went 
direct  to  TJnamak  Pass.    The  weather  was  bad  and  we  did  not  stop  to 
seal,  and  only  saw  a  very  few  seals.    We  entered  Ber-     B«in-g^  tim#of 
ing  Sea  the  16th  of  July  and  sealed  off  Akatan  Pass  ente^;  tmmi  ua 
until  we  were  seized  by  a  revenue  cutter  on  the  25th  o«fo  ■««^ 
of  August  with  1,897  skins  on  board,  and  all  caught  in  Bering  Sea. 

In  1886  and  1885  £  did  not  go  hunting.    In  1884  and  1883 1  saUed  as 
cook  on  the  British  schooner  ThomUmy  Nelse,  master. 
She  carried  Indian  hunters  and  did  not  go  into  Bering  ^^^ 
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Sea,  but  sealed  oif  the  coast.    The  Indians  used  speari?  and  sometimes 
would  have  an  old  nmsket.    There  was  hardly  ever  a  sealing  schooner 

that  went  to  Bering  Sea  during  these  years  or  prior  to 
B^f^g  s^ablforoSss^  ISS^j  and  there  were  only  four  or  five  that  sailed  from 

here  in  the  sealing  business,  and  these  carried  Indian 

crews,  who  hunted  with  spears  and  seldom  went  far  from  the  coast. 

In  1882  and  1881  I  sailed  as  cook  in  the  British  schooner  Onward. 

onioarcL  1881  and  McCoy,master.    She  Carried  Indian  huntcrs  and  Sealed 

1882.  along  the  coast.    Did  not  go  into  Bering  Sea.    Seals 

were  almost  exclusively  taken  on  the  coast  during  these 

taken  afmost^e^n"  ycars  and  by  Indian  hunters,  armed  by  spears.    I  do 

whh^Bpears*^**"*  ^^  ^^^^  kuow  of  any  sealing  schooner  that  went  to  the 

"'  Bering  Sea  until  Captain  McLean  went  there  about  nine 

FavorUe.  years  ago  in  the  Favorite,    Indians  were  the  principal 

hunters  until  about  six  years  ago,  and  they  scarcely  ever  used  anything 

but  spears  and  would  save  most  all  the  seals  they  killed,  but  since  it 

has  become  the  practice  to  hunt  seals  with  guns  a  good  many  are  killed, 

-.T^       r,...  wounded,  and  lost.    Green  hunters  bang  away  and 

Wast*  of  life.  i  xi  xi  ^  -n  i        -n       i         i.     • 

wound  more  than  they  kill  and  will  shoot  six  or  seven 

before  they  get  one,  and  sometimes  more.    Good  hunters  will  do  much 

better.    I  used  to  get  most  of  the  seals  I  killed,  but  I  have  killed  five 

Seainainkinc  dead  ill  succcssion  aiid  lost  the  whole  of  them.    A 

female  seal  will  sink  much  quicker  after  she  has  given 
birth  to  her  young  than  before.  We  are  more  sure  of  getting  a  sleep- 
ing seal  than  one  that  is  breeching. 

My  observation  on  this  coast  is,  that  the  young  seals  are  nearest  to 
land  and  the  cow  s(»als  have  a  course  some  farther  out.  The  bulls  are 
still  farther  out  and  much  more  scattered  and  shy.    The  seals  lay 

around  off  the  coast  of  California  and  north  of  there 

^™*®"*  until  early  in  February,  when  they  commence  to  work 

slowly  along  up  the  coast  and  enter  Bering  Sea  in  June  and  July. 

Their  habits  in  this  resi)ect  are  wc^ll  known  to  the  hunters.    The  catch 

along  the  coast  for  the  last  six  or  seven  yejirs,  sinO/e 
vtdiyrlmiles.  ^^^^^'  the  riflc  and  shotgun  have  come  into  use,  is  ]>rincipally 

females  and  the  grown  ones  have  pups  in  them.  The 
catch  of  young  seals  is  much  less  in  proportion  to  the  number  caught 
than  they  Avere  when  Indians  used  to  take  them  by  spearing.  I  have 
cut  the  young  seal  out  of  its  d(*ad  mother  and  kept  it  alive  for  several 
weeks  liy  feeding  it  on  milk,  but  it  would  eventually  die.  I  have 
known  them  to  live  days  witlumt  eating  anything.  I  have  put  pups 
cut  out  of  dead  seals  to  the  breast  of  dead  female  seals  when  milk  was 
running  out  of  their  teats,  but  they  would  not  touch  it. 
The  seals  taken  in  Bering  Seii  Jire  nearly  all  grown.    AVe  get  but 

very  few  young  seals.  I  think  we  catch  in  Bering  Sea 
inl^lS'a/**'™^"^*^'^'  ^^^'^  males  in  pro])ortion  to  females  than  we  do  on  th3 

coast.    We  catch  a  good  many  females  in  Bering  Sea 

that  h.ive  giA'^en  birth  to  their  young  on  the  islands  and  were  in  milk. 

xiirainirrow^Hkon  I  havc  caught  plcuty  of  COW  seals  in  milk  a  hundred 

100  miles  or  more  from  iiiiles  or  luorc  from  the  islauds,  but  seldom  get  any 

islands.  ^^^^^  havc  a  pup  in  them  in  those  waters.    Seals  were 

DecreaM.  mucli  less  in  numbers  off  the  coast  in  1890  than  they 

were  about  1885.  They  have  either  been  destroyed  or 
driven  off.  We  had  no  trouble  in  making  a  season  on  the  ox>asty 
weather  permitting,  of  from  700  to  1,300,  and  now  500  is  a  good  catch. 
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Since  the  use  of  riHes  and  shotgans  have  become  common  seals  are 

much  less  in  numbers  and  are  more  shy  and  timid. 

They  ought  to  be  proliibited  irom  killing  seals  in  the  ^^***«  "«^••• 

water  for  a  few  years  at  least,  or  there  .will  not  be 

enough  left  to  make  them  worth  hunting.  ^ 

William  Parker. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.J  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul. 


Deposition  of  Charles  Peterson,  sealer  (boat-puller), 

pelagic  sealing. 

Province  of  British  Columbia, 

City  of  Victoria^  ss : 

Charles  Peterson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  36  years 
old  and  am  by  occupation  a  seafaring  man;  my  resi-     ^.^  erienc 
dence  is  Victoria,  British  Columbia.    In  April,  1886,  I        xperience. 
went  seal  hunting  from  Victoria  in  the  schooner  Moun-  .     ^. .  - 

tain  Chief  Jacobson,  master.     Our  schooner  carried  isso!^"^^^^       * 
ten  canoes,  each  manned  by  two  Indians,  who  hunted 
with  spears.    We  began  sealing  off  Cape  Flattery  and     sealing  off  coast, 
captured  about  300  seals  along  the  coast,  most  all  of     Females  taken, 
wliich  were  females  and  yearlings.    We  did  not  cap- 
ture over  50  males,  all  told,  on  this  voyage,  and  returned  to  Victoria  in 
July. 

In  the  spring  of  1887  I  went  on  a  sealing  voyage  from  Victoria,  as  a 
boat-puller,  in  the  schooner  Alfred  Adams,  Dyre,  mas-      .,^  ^  .^       ,q~, 

^c«i  •!  X  r       1.         ij.         tT  A{ferd  Adams,  18S>1. 

ter.     She  earned  one  stern  boat  and  two  Indian  canoes. 
We  had  a  white  crew,  but  the  canoes  were  manned  by  two  Indians 

each.    We  began  sealing  off  Cape  Flattery  and  sealed  g^^^^^^  off  coast 
right  up  towards  the  Bering  Sea,  capturing  16  seals  ^^  ^^  ' 

along  the  coast,  all  of  which  were  females  with  pup.  Females  taken. 

We  entered  the  Bering  Sea  about  the  15th  of  August  Ent4?re<i Bering sea. 

through  the  Uniraak  Pass  and  captured  therein  1,404  „         *  r     , 

,'^,«,.,  .         v,i>-w.,i_         '  Pregnant  females. 

seals,  most  of  which  were  cows  m  milk.    On  that  voyage 

we  caught  female  seals  in  milk  over  80  miles  from  the  rookeries,  where 

they  had  left  their  young.     Our  best  hunters  would     w^asteofufe 

secure  half  of  the  seals  shot,  but  the  poorest  ones 

would  not  get  more  than  one  out  of  twenty,  the  average  being  one 

secured  out  of  five  killed. 

1  have  seen  the  deck  almost  flooded  with  milk  while  we  were  skin- 
ning the  seals.     It  is  impossible  to  distinguish  the  male 
seal  from  the  female  when  they  are  in  the  water  at  a  i,i^if,  wato^°^"^*^** 
reasonable  gunshot  distance.     About  90  per  cent  of 
all  tlie  seals  we  captured  in  the  water  were  female  seals,  n,^^®*^  ^^^  ^*'°*  ^^ 
After  remaining  in  the  sea  about  fifteen  days  our  ves- 
sel was  seized  and  we  returned  to  Victoria.  vessel  seized. 

In  April,  181)0,  I  went  sealing  in  the  Minnie^  Jacob- 
son,  master.    She  carried  fourteen  canoes,  manned  with     ^*'*'***»  ^^^• 
Indians,  two  Indians  with  each  canoe,  who  used  spears.    We  caught 
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Females  taken.        ^^  seals  along  the  coast,  all  of  whicli  were  females 

**     ^^        excepting  20.    We  returned  to  Victoria  in  June. 
iiinnie  1891  ^^  January,  1891, 1  left  Victoria  on  a  sealiug  voyage 

""  '      '  in  the  schooner  Minnw,  Dillon,  master.    We  carried 

two  boats  manned  by  white  men  and  ten  canoes,  each  manned  by  two 

Indians,  who  used  shotguns.    We  captured  250  female 
taklnf**"*    femaieB  g^.^jg  ^j^|^  p^^p  ^^^  ^|^^  coast  and  then  returned  to  Vic- 
toria, after  wliich  we  sailed  again  in  a  short  time  on 
the  same  vessel  with  the  same  crew  for  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  and 
Bering  Sea,  capturing  about  250  female  sealswhile  en  route  to  the  Bering 

E  terin  Bcrin  Sea.  ®^*^  ^^^^  ^  **^^  uialc  yearlings.    We  entered  the  sea 

ng  c  ng      ^^^  secured  about  10  seals,  all  of  which  were  females 

in  milk.    After  remaining  there  ten  days  we  started  back  to  Victoria. 

The  practicjc  of  taking  seals  in  the  water  l)efore  they  have  given 

necea    ^"'^^^  ^^  tlicir  young  is  destructive  to  sccal  life,  waste- 

sary.       °°  »»«««•  f^j^  and  shouUl  be  prohibited.    Seals  do  not  haul  out 

upon  the  land  along  the  coast  and  give  birth  to  their 
^^not  haul  up  on  young;  uor  do  they  breed  on  the  kelp.    If  ever  there 

was  such  an  occurrence  it  must  have  been  a  premature 
birth  caused  by  some  accident  to  the  female  seal  and  would  result  in 
the  de'ath  of  her  young. 
Previous  to  1885  only  two  or  three  sealing  vessels  had  ever  gone  to 

the  Bering  Sea  to  hunt  seals  and  the  sealing  from  Vic- 

fomer^'*^*^  sealing  toria  i)ri()r  to  188(5  was  confined  to  the  coast,  and  the 

ormery.  crcws  wcie  Iiidiaus  who  hunted  with  spears.    Seals 

w  teofiife  wcrc  cauglit  by  them  with  spears  and  but  few  were 

***    *^   '  ®*  lost;  but  since  the  shotgun  has  come  into  use  a  great 

many  are  destroyed  and  lost. 

0.  Peterson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  23rd  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[seal.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul. 


Deposition  of  Edwin  P.  Porter,  sealer  (boat-steerer). 

PELAGIC   sealing. 

Do^nNTON  OF  Canada, 

Victoria,  B.  C,  ss : 

Edwin  P.  Porter,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  My  age  is  25 

Experience.  ycarsj  residence,  Victoria,  British  Columbia;  occupa- 

xpenence.  ^.^^^  seaman  and  seal-hunter;    1  went  out  sealing  as 

p«»«iop«.  1887.         boat-steerer  on  the  British  schooner  Penelope,  Captain 

Ste^l,  master;  I  think  it  was  in  the  year  1888  when  1  went  in  her. 

seaiin  off  coast.      ^^^^  ^^^   ^^^^  boats  and  white  hunters.    They  used 

^  shotguns  and  rifles,  shotguns  chiefly.    We  leit  Victoria 

about  the  last  of  January  and  cruised  along  the  California  and  Oregon 

EiitorcMi  Bering  Sea    ^^^^^  ^"*^  caught  about  1,(KK)  scals  bcforc  we  en  tiered 

Bering  Sea.  We  entered  the  sea  about  the  first  week 
in  July  and  caught  about  1,100  more.  We  left  the  sea  about  tlie  hitter 
part  of  September.  We  caught  some  off  the  Copper  Island,  but  most 
of  them  were  taken  from  30  to  100  miles  south  and  southwest  of  the 
Pribilof  Islands. 
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In  1889  I  went  as  boat-steerer  on  the  British  schooner  ^ 
Ariel,  Capt.  Eucknam,  master.  She  had  six  boats  and 
four  canoes.  Carried  both  white  and  Indian  hunters.  White  hunters 
used  shotguns  and  rifles.  Indians  used  spears  chiefly.  We  left  Victo- 
ria in  February  and  sealed  over  about  the  same  course  as  the  year 
before  and  entered  the  Bering  Sea  in  July.  We  took  -onte^rtABetri  saa. 
about  500  skins  before  entering  the  sea  and  caught  ^ 

about  1,G00  more  around  the  southwest  banks,  from  30  to  76  miles  from 
St.  Paul  Island.    We  were  ordered  out  of  the  sea  about     q^  ^^ 
the  1st  of  September  by  the  revenue-cutter  Btuih.  ^^    ^^ ' 

In  1890  I  did  not  go  sealing. 

In  1891 1  sailed  as  boat-steerer  in  the  British  schooner 
Z7m6ri*«a,  Captain  Campbell,  master.  She  carried  seven  "**^ 

boats  and  had  wbite  hunters,  who  used  shotguns  and  rifles.    Left  Vic- 
toria in  March  and  sealed  along  the  coast.    I  left  her     soaUneoffcoMt 
before   she  went  into  the  sea.    Her  whole  season's  **  * 

catch  was  about  900,  but  do  not  know  what  portion  of  them  she  caught 
before  entering  Bering  Sea.    This  year  I  went  as  boat-steerer  in  the 
British  steamer  Thistle,    She  had  six  sealing  boats  and 
two  whali  ng  boats,  and  carried  white  hunters,  with  shot- 
guns  HDd  rifles.    She  left  Victoria  in  February  and  sealed  oflf  the  Oali- 
lornia  coast.    I  left  her  in  March.    She  had  only  79     „  ,. 

skins.  sealing  off  coast. 

My  experience  in  four  years  sealing  is  that  nearly  all 
the  seals  takeu  along  the  coast  are  pregnant  females,  f^^Sesf  *"^"*^*°* 
and  it  is  seldom  that  one  of  them  is  caught  that  has 
not  a  young  pup  in  her.    In  the  forepart  of  the  season  the  pup  is  small, 
but  in  May  and  June,  when  they  are  taken  off  the  Queen  Charlotte 
and  Kodiac  Islands  the  unborn  pup  is  quite  large,  and  we  frequently 
take  them  out  of  the  mothers  alive.    I  have  kept  some  of  them  alive 
for  six  weeks  that  were  cut  out  of  their  mothers,  by  feeding  them  con- 
densed milk.    The  seals  we  captured  in  Bering  Sea 
were  fully  80  per  cent  females  that  had  given  birth  to  f^^^  p*'  ^^^^ 
their  young.    A  liict  that  I  often  noticed  was  that  their 
teats  would  be  full  of  milk  when  I  skinned  them,  and  I  have  seen  them 
killed  from  20  to  100  miles  from  the  seal  islands.    We 
try  tx)  kill  the  seal  while  sleeping  on  the  water,  but  also  fr^faUndS?  miu* 
shoot  at  them  when  they  are  breaching. 

An  ordinary  hunter  will  lose  about  four  out  of  every  six  he  kills. 
Some  do  not  do  near  as  well,  while  others  do  better,     waateofiif 
The  percentage  of  loss  to  those  killed  is  less  on  the        "    **     ®" 
coast  than  it  is  in  the  Bering  Sea,  for  the  seals  are  more  fat  and  do  not 
sink  as  quick,  but  a  great  many  are  wounded  and  lost.    The  Indians, 
when  they  use  the  spears,  lose  but  very  few.    They  get  up  close  to  the 
slee])er  and  scar(;ely  ever  miss  getting  it.    I  know  of     ^  ^^^  ^^   ^ 
no  place  on  the  coast  where  seals  coifie  up  to  land,  and  coast. 
I   ain  ])ositive  there  is  none.     Seals  are  not  near  as 
])lentiful  as  when  I  went  out  in  1888,  and  I  believe  the     Decrease. 
decrease  is  due  to  their  being  hunted  so  much  with 
shotguns  and  rifles. 

Edwin  P.  Porter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 

fsEAL.1  Levi  W.  Myers, 

^  ^  United  States  Consul. 
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Deposition  of  William  Short,  sealer  (boat-pullcr)» 

pelagic  sealing. 

Province  of  British  Columbia, 

City  of  Victoria,  ss  : 

William  Short,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  am  20  years  old 

and  reside  at  Victoria,  British  Colombia  and  am  by 
Experience.  occupatlon  a  painter.    On  January  14, 1890, 1  sailed  as 

MaggUMae,  1890.      ^  boatpuller  from  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  on  the 

British  sealing  schooner  Maggie  Mac,  Dodd,  master.   She 

carried  six  sealing  boats  that  were  manned  bythreewhite  men  each,  who 

used  breechloading  shotguns  and  rifles.    We  began  sealing  off  Cape 

„  ..     „       .      Mendocino  and  sealed  south  as  far  as  Farallone  Islands, 

Sealing  off  coast.      ^^^^^^^^  ^^^^.^^  toward  thc  Bering  Sea.  We  captured  1,120 

seals  on  the  coast  before  entering  the  sea.    On  the  12th  of  July  we 

A^  ^    ^     entered  the  sea  through  Unimak  Pass.    Lowered  the 
EnteredBerinpSea.  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ,^^^^  capturcd  about  2,093  scals  in 

those  waters,  and  then  returned  to  Victoria  on  the  19th  of  September. 

In  July,  1891,  I  sailed  out  of  the  i)ort  of  Victoria,  British  Columbia, 

.  as  a  hunter  on  the  British  sealing  schooner  Otto,  O'Reily, 

^"'*'  ^  ^'  master.    She  carried  one  stern  bojit,  manned  with  three 

white  men.    We  proceeded  up  the  coast  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  our 

Indian  crew  of  scaleis.    Failing  in  this  we  returned  to  Victoria  on  the 

1st  of  August.    While  cruising  along  the  coast  our 
niaieTtaklTK ^"*"*  ^*   principal  catch  was  female  seals  with  pup,  the  balance 

being  principallyyearlings,  about  half  male  and  female. 
In  some  instances  we  ran  upon  schools  of  seal  and  shot  five  or  six,  all 

of  which  would  be  lost;  in  other  instiinces  we  would 
^^^  ^^'  secure  about  one-half  of  those  wounded.    One  half  of 

all  seals  shot  on  the  coast  aie  lost. 
I  do  not  know  of  any  pla(;e  on  the  coast  Avhere  the  seals  haul  out  upon 

the  land  to  breed;  nor  do  I  know  of  any  instances  where 

comhI.""*  ^'""^  "^  °°  the  sciils  give  birth  to  their  young  on  the  kelp.    Fully 

Mostly  nregnant  90  pcT  ccnt  of  all  scals  sccurcd  by  us  in  the  Bering  Sea 

foinai. s  taicen.  ^^^^^^  ^.^^^,^^  .^  ^^^.jj,     ^y^  scldoiu  capturcd  a  bull,  one 

oi'  which  we  shot  over  twelve  times,  and  afterwards  it  escaped.  There 
nre  not  so  many  se^ils  lost  in  tlie  Bering  Sea  as  there  are  on  the  coast. 
We  caught  scals  all  the  way  from  50  to  250  miles  fi^om  the  rookeries,  on 
t  lie  Pri  bilof  Islands.    We  caught  female  seals,  in  milk,  near  the  72  Pass, 

in  the  Bering  Sea.    The  72  Pass  is  about  230  miles  from 
Dec  rcnse.  ^^^^  I'ribilof  IsLiuds.    I  noticed  a  decrease  in  the  num- 

ber of  seals  off  Cape  Flattery  when  there  in  1891,  as  compared  with 
the  other  season.    In  my  opinion,  it  is  a  shame  to  kill  the  female  seal 

before  she  has  given  birth  to  her  young.    Pelagic  seal- 

Htnu-i^^' ''**"°^  **^  "^^  ^"  *^*^  North  Pacific  Ocean' before  the  middle  of 

June  is  very  destructive  and  wast-eful  and  should  be 

Tnai-MMiininatekiu-  stoi)ped  J  scal  huutcrs  shoot  all  seals  that  they  can, 
*"*''  because  they  are  paid  so  much  a  skin,  whether  large 

i)hTnwater*^°^"^"^  or  suiall,  uialc  or  female.  It  is  impossible  to  distin- 
a )  r  m  water.  gmsh  thc  scx  of  tlic  scal  iu  the  water,  except  the  old 

i»rottctionunnece8-  oncs.  I  think  pclagic  Sealing  in  the  sea  should  be  pro- 
■**^^*  hibited  until  such  a  time  as  the  pup  may  have  grown 

to  the  age  at  which  it  may  be  able  to  live  without  nurse  from  its  mother. 

W.  Shobt. 
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Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  23d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[seal.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul. 


Deposition  of  Fred  Smithy  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Fred  Smith,  beinp:  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Was  born  at  and 
reside  in  Victoria.    Hiive  been  a  seal-hunter  for  the 
last  three  years  on  the  Wimfred,  Sea  Lion^  and  Ma^coty       *p«"euce. 
British  schooners,  and  the  American  schooner  Challenge.   ^F*"*-^*"*?;  f^  ^^^> 
Have  hunted  seal  in  Bering  Sea  and  the  Pacific  Ocean.  ^''"^^'  ohaiunge. 
Have  seen  and  taken  seal  off  Cape  Flattery  in  March.    They  are  con- 
stantly advancing  up  the  coast.    I  followed  them  into     ^. 
Bering  Sea  where  they  arrive  about  July  1st.    Always        ^^^  ^^^' 
use  a  shotgun  exclusively  for  taking  seal.    I  think  about  one-third 
of  the  seal  shot  with  shotgun  are  lost.    A  very  large  majority  of  the 
seal  taken  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  are  cows  with 
pup,  and  tlie  ma^jority  of  seals  taken  in  Bering  Sea  are  pro^^^u^fema^^ 
cows  with  milk.  But  a  very  few  yearlings  are  taken,  and 
once  in  a  while  an  old  bull  is  taken.    The  male  seal  taken  are  between 
two  and  four  years  old.    Hunters  use  no  discrimination, 
but  shoot  everything  that  comes  near  the  boat.    When  ^^^<ii8«rimmate  km- 
a  seal  has  his  nose  out  of  water  and  you  shoot  him,  he 
will  sink  at  once,  and  if  you  shoot  a  seal  and  he  turns  his  nose  out  of 
the  water,  he  will  sink  immediately  and  is  hard  to  secure  under  those 
conditions.    Have  never  known  any  pups  to  be  bom  in     ^^  ^^^  .^  ^.^^^^ 
the  water  nor  on  the  coast  elsewhere  than  on  the  Prib-     ^^^  ^^^^ 
ilof  Islands.    Have  never  known  any  fur  seal  to  haul    ^®"J*  ibTiiT  T 
up  on  the  land  anywhere  on  the  coast  except  on  the  ^^  ^ 
Pribilof  Islands.    I  have  taken  female  seals  80  miles  off  the  Pribilof 
Islands  that  were  full  of  milk.    If  seal  are  not  pro- 
tected in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  and  given  a  chance       '"o*®«**o'»- 
to  raise  their  young,  they  must  soon  be  exterminated,  for  most  of  the 
seal  killed  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  are  cows  with  pup. 

F.  Smith. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  3d  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Joshua  SticJcland,  sealer, 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Joshua  Stickland,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  in 
Victoria,  British  Columbia;  I  am  by  occupation  a  seal- 
hunter;  have  been  in  the  business  two  years  on  the     Experience. 
British  schoouav  Jfrnhrina.    First  struck  the  seal  off 
the  Columbia  Eiwr  about  February  1.    Follow  the  seal  up  the  coast 
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into  Bering  Sea,  wWcli  they  enter  early  in  Jnly.    I  use  the  shotgnn  ex- 

clusively  for  taking  seal.    About  25  per  cent  of  seals 

^™  **"*  shot  are  lost.    Most  of  the  seals  taken  are  females  with 

Moetiv  pregnant  fe-  pup.    Out  of  111  seals  last  year  I  killed  but  3  bulls. 

mfliAA  *  Air  ATI  JL  JL  ** 

A  very  feAv  yearlings  have  been  taken  by  me.  A  few 
male  seal  have  been  taken  by  me  from  2  to  4  years  old.  Hunters  uso 
no  discrimination,  but  shoot  everytliiiig  in  shape  of  a  seal  that  comes 

near  the  boat.  Have  never  known  or  heard  of  pups 
No  pelagic  birth.  \)Qijig  bom  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  anywhere  out- 
Do  not  ^ajjj  "P  ^-  side  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.  Have  never  known  of  fiir 
cept^on  n  o  -  ^^^j  hauling  up  ou  tbe  land  on  the  (toast  anywhere  er- 
Nursin  females  ccpt  on  the  Seal  islauds.  Have  killed  cow  seids  that 
kiiielT"^  *™*  **  were  full  of  milk  over  40  miles  from  the  Pribilof  Islands. 
Protection  Froiii  May  1  to  September  15  I  think  seal  onght  to  be 

^  protected  in  Bering  Sea  and  the  North  Pacific  Ocean. 

If  not  they  will  soim  be  exterminated. 

Joshua  Stickland. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mo  this  1st  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 


Deposition  of  John  A,  Swain^  sealer  (boat-puller), 

pelagio  sealing. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria,  British  Golumbia,  ss: 

John  A.  Swain,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at  Vic- 

E  Deri  nee  toria,  IJritish  Cohinibia.    I  am  a  seaman  by  occupation 

xpenence.  ^^^  ^^^^  ^,^  years  old.    1  wcnt  sealing  in  May,  1891,  as 

Thutie,  1991,  boatpnllcr  in  the  steamer  Thistle,  Nicherson,  master. 

She  carried  seven  boats  and  one  stern  boat,  all  white  crew,  and  thre^j 

seaiin    ff  coast       '"^^^  ^^  ^*Ai*\\  boat.    We  began  sealing  oft'  the  Columbia 

go  coas .      liiver,  and  then  sealed  northward  up  the  coiist  to 

Bering  Sea,  and  captured  about  320  seals  in  the  Xoith  Pacific  Ocean, 

jeregnant  females  "^^''^^  '^^^  females,  and  nearly  all  had  young  pups  in 
taken:  them.    A  great  many  seals  are  lost  in  hunting  them 

by  sinking  before  the  boats  can  get  to  them,  and  a 
waeteofiif©.  great   many  are   badly  wounded    and    escape.     Our 

hunters  used  shotguns  and  h»st  a  great  nnuiy;  I  think 

Entered  Bering  Sea.    WO  WOUld    SaVC    twO    (Ult  of  fivC   tliat  WC   killed.      We 

entered  the  Bering  Sea  in  June  through  Seventy-two 

Pass  and  caught  about  100  seals,  when  we  were  ordei  ed  out  of  the 

^  ,  ^     ,    ,  ,       sea.    They  were  all  fenmles  that  had  given  birth  to 

Only  females  taken,    xv.    • 

^  their  young. 

In  February,  1892, 1  again  shipped  in  the  schooner  Geneva,  O'Lery, 
Gen«w»,i8W.  master;  she  carried  seven  boats  and  one  stern  boat, 

and  three  men  to  each  boat;  I  was  boat  st(»erer.    We 

commenced  sealing  as  soon  as  we  got  (mtside  of  the  cap(»,  and  cai>tured 

Pre      t  females  *^^^^^  ^^^  scals  along  up  the  coast.     Most  of  the  seals 

takenf**"  **  caught  wcrc  ])regnant  females,  and  when   we  would 

skin  them  the  milk  would  run  out  of  them  on  the  deck. 
Do  not  haul  up  on  i  am  surc  there  is  no  place  on  the  coast  where  they 

haul  out  upon  the  land  and  give  birth  to  their  young. 
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Dor  do  they  give  birth  to  their  young  on  the  kelp.    I  do  not  consider 

it  right  to  kiJl  the  mother  seal  before  she  has  given 

birth  to  her  young  pup;  1  do  not  think  they  should  be  ^^^^^^'^  '*•^••• 

killed  until  six  weeks  after  giving  birth  to  their  young. 

The  hunter  tries  to  shoot  the  seals  in  the  head  or  through  the  heart.    I 

left  the  vessel  at  Clayquot  and  arrived  at  Victoria  on  the  1st  of  April; 

the  vessel  is  out  now. 

John  A.  Swain. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D, 
1892. 
[SEAL.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  StaUs  Comuh 
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Deposition  of  A.  B.  Alexander^  fishery  expert  on  tJw  IL  S.  Fish  Coinmis- 
sion  steamer  Albatross  and  United  States  r&venue  steamer  Corwin. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  Jefferson,  ss: 

Persoually  appejirs  before  me  A.  B.  Alexander,  who,  being  duly 

sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  sini  37  years  of  age,  a  citi- 
xpe  ence.  ^^^^  ^^^.  (;;i<„i^.^>;^|^^»j.^  Mass.,  and  have  been  for  six  years 

and  still  am  an  employe  of  the  U.  S.  Fish  Commission  as  a  fishery  ex- 
pert, being  detailed  for  service  on  the  Fish  Commission  steamer  JL/6a- 
tross.  On  March  29th  I  was  detailed  lor  tiMnporary  service  on  the 
Unite<l  States  revenue  steamer  Coricin,  and  am  still  so  engaged.  During 
my  service  on  the  Conrin  1  have  cruised  as  far  north  as  Yakutat  Bay. 
I  have  visited,  with  but  lew  exceptions,  all  the  ports  and  native  vil- 
lages from  Dixon's  Entrance^,  to  and  including  Yakutat  Bay.  1  have 
personally  conversed  with  the  Indians,  owners  of  vessels,  seal  hunters, 
both  native  and  white,  and  others  engaged  in  the  sealing  business.  I 
have  been  in  canoes  and  boats,  and  personally  observed  the  taking  of 
seals  by  all  methods  i)racticed  on  this  coast,  and  have  thus  sought  to 
familiarize  myself  in  every  way  with  the  a([uatic  habits  of  the  seal, 
their  habitut,  method  of  capture,  and  all  matters  of  interest  connected 
with  the  sejiling  industry. 
There  aie  two  methods  of  taking  seal  in  the  water  practiced  on  the 
^  *u  1  #  V  *  northwest  coast;  white  men  employ  firearms  exclu- 
ing.  sively,  while  the  native  Indians  generally  use  spears. 

Indian  method.        ^^^^'  "^^^*  expcrt  of  these  spcarmeu  are  the  Neah  Bay 
^^  Indians,  and  as  seal  hunters  they  suii)ass  all  others. 

An  expert  white  hunter,  even  with  the  best  of  firearms,  can  not  com- 
pete with  them,  for  when  he  approaches  a  group  of  sleeping  seals,  all 
in  close  proximity  to  one  another,  he  can  not  expect  to  get  more  than 
one  of  the  number.  The  noise  of  his  gun  will  startle  all  others  within 
a  radius  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  or  more,  thereby  destroying  all  chance 
of  catching  another  seal  asleej).  It  sometimes  happens,  however,  that 
a  skilled  hunter  will  capture  two  or  three  out  of  a  group,  but  such  cases 
are  exceptions  rather  than  the  rule.  It  is  different  witli  an  Indian  hun- 
ter who  uses  a  spear;  he  silently  approaches  the  sleeping  victim  and 
noiselessly  hurls  his  spear  at  it  with  a  deadly  aim,  and  the  only  thing 
heard  is  the  hard  breathing  and  slashing  of  the  seal  as  it  fights  for 
liberty. 
The  spear  which  the  Neah  Bay  Indians  use  is  double  pronged,  which 

in  their  hands  is  a  formidable  weapon.    The  shaft  is  12 
and^etKwfof^uSDg!  feet  long,  and  made  ofccdar;  the  prongs  are  hard  wood, 

one  30  and  the  other  18  inches  long,  about  4  inches  apart 
353 
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at  the  ends,  and  pointed.  The  prongs  and  shaft  are  scarped  together 
and  held  in  place  by  a  serving  of  small  cotton  line.  The  long  prong 
is  a  continuation  of  the  shaft,  but  the  short  one  projects  off  at  a  slight 
angle.  The  spearlieads  are  made  of  bone  and  steel,  with  a  single  barb 
at  the  sides  and  a  socket  in  the  butt,  into  which  the  ends  of  the  prongs 
are  fitted  In  the  middle  of  the  spearhead  is  a  hole,  into  which  is  bent 
a  lanyard  made  of  whale  sinew,  which  is  sewed  with  cotton  twine  to 
prevent  it  from  chafing.  To  the  lanyard  is  fastened  the  spear  rope, 
which  in  early  years  was  also  made  of  whale  sinew,  or  other  durable 
mati^rial,  but  now  cotton  line  is  used  as  a  substitute,  it  being  much  easier 
procured,  and  answers  the  purpose  equally  as  well.  The  spearheads 
are  held  in  position  by  the  spear  rope,  which  is  hauled  taut  and  fastened 
to  a  whalebone  becket  at  the  end  of  the  shaft.  In  throwing  the  spear, 
two  fingers  of  the  right  hand  are  placed  over  a  small  flat  handle,  the 
other  hand  acting  as  a  rest  upon  which  the  spear  is  balanced.  Wlien 
the  spear  is  thrown  the  long  prong  is  held  uppermost.  The  reason  for 
this  is  that  if  it  should  pass  over  the  back  or  head  of  the  seal  the  short 
X)rong  will  be  sme  to  strike  it.  As  soon  as  a  seal  is  struck  the  spear- 
heads slip  from  the  prongs  and  the  rope  from  the  becket.  No  notice  is 
taken  of  the  shaft,  as  it  can  be  picked  uj)  after  the  prize  has  been 
secured. 

As  an  illustration  of  this  method  of  taking  seals,  I  give  in  detail  one 
of  my  exi}erien(je8 :  On  the  afternoon  of  April  23d  I  went  out  in  one?  of 
our  canoes,  managed  by  two  Neah  Bay  Indians,  father  and  son.  The 
weather  being  pleasant  and  sea  smooth,  sail  was  set,  and  with  the  as- 
sistance of  paddles  we  made  good  speed  in  a  southwesterly  direction. 
Two  men  usually  go  in  a  canoe;  one  handles  a  spear  and  the  other  a 
steering  paddle.  No  great  importance  is  attached  to  the  man  who 
steers,  as  it  requires  no  special  skill  to  keep  the  canoe  on  the  course  de- 
vsired;  but  to  the  skill  of  the  one  who  stands  in  the  bow  and  throws  the 
spear  dei)ends  the  success  of  the  hunt,  and  if  he  should  be  so  unfor- 
tunate as  to  miss  several  seals  in  succession  his  dusky  partner  in  the 
stern  thinks  himself  justified  in  using  strong  language.  All  seal- 
hunting  canoes  carry  a  small  sprit-sail  made  of  drilling,  which  can  be 
set  and  taken  in  very  quickly  with  little  or  no  noise.  Oars  and  paddles 
are  both  used;  the  former  when  a  long  passage  is  to  be  made,  the  lat- 
ter when  among  seals.  The  si)earman  always  keeps  a  lookout  for  seals, 
and  stands  upon  one  of  the  forward  thwarts,  with  one  hand  resting 
against  the  mast  to  steady  himself.  In  this  jiosition  he  (commands  a 
good  view  on  either  side  and  ahead.  It  is  not  to  be  understood,  how- 
ever, that  the  man  in  the  stern  keeps  no  watch,  for  his  eyes  are  ever  on 
the  alert,  but  his  lower  position  prevents  him  from  seeing  any  great 
distance.  As  soon  as  a  seal  is  sighted  the  sail  is  taken  in,  rolled  up, 
and  i)Iaced  where  it  can  not  make  a  noise  by  thumping  against  the  side 
or  on  the  thwarts.  The  gaif  and  killing  club  are  placed  in  a  handy  posi- 
tion, and  the  spear  examined  to  see  if  everything  about  it  is  strong  and 
in  good  working  order.  If  the  seal  is  some  distance  away  both  the  men 
paddle,  but  if  close  by  only  the  hunter  at  the  stern  i)addles,  the  direc- 
tion being  indicated  by  a  wave  of  the  hand  from  the  man  in  the  bow. 

Silently  the  sleeper  is  approached,  all  unconscious  of  its  danger.  If 
the  coveted  prize  should  show  signs  of  uneasiness,  no  risk  is  taken,  and 
the  hunter  throws  his  spear  when  within  40  or  50  feet  of  it.  He  seldom 
misses  the  mark  even  at  this  distance,  but  will  always  approach  nearer 
if  possible.  At  the  end  of  an  hour  we  saw  our  first  seal  about  a  (quarter 
of  a  mile  ahead.  The  canoe  was  kept  off  under  its  lee,  the  sail  taken 
in,  and  everything  put  in  readiness  for  action.    Cautiously  we  paddled 
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towards  the  prey,  care  being  taken  not  to  make  tlie  slightest  nol^e. 
We  had  approached  within  about  40  feet  wlien  the  seal  began  to  grow 
restless,  as  if  it  was  dreaming  of  danger.  The  hnnter  stood  braced,  spear 
in  hand,  and  with  true  aim  lie  hurkd  it  with  aJl  his  force  at  the  sleep- 
ing object.  In  an  instinit  the  scene  of  repose  was  changed  into  one  of 
intense  excitement  and  pain.  AVith  a  jump  the  seal  instantly  disap 
peared  below  the  surface,  but  not  to  es(  ai)e,  for  when  once  a  spear  be- 
comes fastened  to  an  object  it  seldom  pulls  out.  Soon  it  came  up  to 
breathe  and  renew  its  des])erate  struggle  for  liberty.  It  stood  in  the  water 
facing  lis,  with  its  body  half  exposed  as  if  taking  in  the  situation,  and 
with  a  kind  of  low,  piteous  growl,  as  though  it  realized  its  end  was  near, 
it  renewed  the  contest.  Itf(mghtmadly,diving,  jumping,  and  swimming 
with  great  speed,  first  in  one  direction  and  then  in  another,  sometimes 
on  one  side  of  the  canoe  and  then  on  the  other,  the  Indian  all  the  time 
holding  on  to  the  spear  roi)e,  trying  to  draw  the  seal  near  the  canoe  so 
as  to  strike  it  on  the  head  with  the  killing  club.  In  its  frantic  eflbrtsto 
escape  it  bit  at  the  line  several  times,  but  soon  abandoned  the  idea  of 
gaining  its  freedcmi  in  such  a  manner  and  again  resorted  to  jumping 
and  diving.  The  loss  of  blood  soon  (caused  it  to  grow  weak,  and  after 
a  light,  which  lasted  perhay)s  fiv(5  minutes,  it  ceased  to  struggle  alto- 
gether, and  was  hauled  to  the  side  of  the  canoe  and  dispatched  with 
the  club. 

In  a  few  minutes  another  seal  was  observed  asleep  a  short  distance 
away;  again  sail  was  taken  in  and  the  same  precautionary  means  used 
as  before.  This  individual  was  ai>proa<hed  within  25  feet^and  so  good 
a  mark  was  it  that  the  spear  was  driven  nearly  through  the  body.  It 
died  almost  immediately,  and  from  the  time  it  was  struck  until  it  was 
landed  in  the  bottom  of  the  canoe  did  not  occu])y  more  than  three 
minutes. 

We  had  not  inoceeded  far  <m  our  course  when  two  seals  were  sighted 
close  together.  They  were  so  near  each  other  that  it  was  impossible 
to  s])ear  one  without  waking  the  other,  so  the  larger  one  of  the  two  was 
selected.  As  soon  as  it  was  struck,  the  other  awoke,  and  with  a  few 
jumi)s  was  out  of  danger,  leaving  its  com])anion  to  ])erish  ahuie.  We 
soon  foun<l  that  this  seal  was  going  to  make  a  hard  fight  and  would 
probably  give  us  no  little  tremble.  It  jumped  and  div(»d  in  quick  suc- 
cession, i)ulling  at  the  spear  rope  with  sufficient  force  to  move  the  * 
canoe  about  in  a  lively  manner,  and  on  two  occasions  the  Indian  who 
was  "playing"  it  had  to  let  go  of  the  line  altogether  to  save  himself 
fnmi  being  pulled  overboard.  This  kind  oi  work  was  very  severe  on 
the  hands,  but  the  Indian  held  on  regardless  of  bleeding  fingers. 
When  the  seal  would  come  to  the  surfa(»e  to  breathe  a  little  slack  rope 
would  be  gathered  in,  only  to  be  lost  nmch  (|uicker  than  gained.  And 
so  they  fought;  first  the  hunter  and  then  the  seal  would  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  situation,  and,  at  the  end  of  eight  or  ten  minutes,  the 
seal  ai»]>arently  was  as  fresh  as  when  first  struck.  It  looked  as  if  the 
light  might  last  for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  which  of  c<mrse  did 
not  suit  the  Indians.  In  order  that  there  should  be  no  mistake  al)out 
the  result  of  the  fight,  an  old  rifle  was  brought  forth  from  tlie  bottom 
of  the  canoe.  Watching  his  o])portunity  when  the  seal  was  making 
oneof  its  leaps,  the  hunter  in  the  stern  fired.  He  missed  the  mark 
twice,  but  these  failures  did  not  by  any  means  prove  him  to  be  a  poor 
shot,  for  a  person  who  can  hit  a  se«al  that  is  jumping  wildly  about  in 
every  direction  at  the  end  of  a  spear  line  is  indeed  a  good  marksman. 
A  third  shot,  however,  took  effect,  and  the  battle  was  decided. 

Olose  quarters  evidently  did  not  suit  the  seal,  for  it  showed  its  teeth 
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in  a  very  unfriendly  manner,  and  on  one  occasion  aet  them  in  the  side 
of  the  canoe.  Tbis  act  was  the  only  false  movement  the  seal  had  made 
since  the  fight  began,  and  it  paid  the  penalty  Avith  its  life;  a  rifle  ball 
was  put  tlirough  its  body  and  a  club  landed  on  its  head  at  the  same 
time.  Upon  examination,  after  being  hauled  into  the  boat,  we  found 
that  the  spearhead  had  passed  through  its  right  flipper,  which  accounted 
for  the  long  fight,  as  it  could  use  its  other  flii)pers  to  good  advantage. 

Prosperity  lias  the  same  effect  ui^on  Indians  as  upon  white  men,  and 
soon  sail  was  made  and  a  sharp  lookout  kept  for  others.  Two  more 
were  observed  during  the  afternoon,  one  of  which  was  captured  very 
easily.  Tlie  other  was  awake  and  came  U])  a  short  distance  away  with 
a  red  rockfish  in  its  mouth.  This  fact  indicates  that  there  are  shallow 
spots  in  this  vicinity  (Lat.  5S^  58'  north ;  Long.  141o  po^din  ounda 
7'  west)  where  seals  feed.  Indeed,  it  may  be  one  of  the  ^  "'^  ^^"" 
favorite  feeding  grounds  when  in  northern  waters,  for  it  has  long  been 
reported  that  many  fishing  banks  exist  on  the  Fairweather  grounds. 
This  was  the  last  seal  seen  during  the  day  by  us.  A  fresh  breeze 
sprang  up,  accompanied  by  a  short,  choppy  sea,  and  in  consequence 
we  were  obhged  to  return  to  the  ship,  where  we  arrived  about  6  p.  m. 

In  hunting  seals  the  white  men  use  an  otter  boat  manned  by  three 
men — the  hunter,  boat-puller,  and  steerer.  The  favor- 
ite weapon  is  the  shotgun,  and  rifles  are  but  little  used.  ai^^^^M*™**^^ 
The  No.  10  Parker  gun  is  preferred,  and  the  usual 
charge  is  6  drams  of  powder  and  twenty-one  No.  2  buckshot.  The 
seals  are  shot  under  any  conditions  in  which  they  may  be  found,  i)ro- 
vidcHl  tliey  are  in  range. 

No  discrimination  is  or  can  be  used;  everything  is  game  that  comes 
within  range  of  the  hunter's  weapon.     From  their     ^  ^.    .  ,    ^  ^.„ 
habits  m  the  water  the  seals  Jire  known  as  "jumpers"  ing. 
or  ''breachers"when  theyaremovingthroughthewater, 
^'rollers"  when  tliey  are  lying  idle  on  the  surface  and     ymnpera."^^ 
moved  by  every  wave,  '^finners"  when  they  are  resting     •'ilL^^raT  ' 
and  "finning"  themselves  with  their  fins,  and  "sleep-     |;^/"'»*^"* ',', 
ers''  when  they  are  asleep  on  the  smooth  water  and  can         eepera. 
be  approaohed  to  within  close  range. 

In  sleeping,  the  seaPs  head  is  to  leeward  and  the  steerer  will  endeavor 
to  work  tli(i  boat  so  as  to  approach  from  that  direction  and  give  the 
hunter  an  opportunity  to  shoot  the  seal  in  the  back  of  the  neck.  When 
so  shot  they  take  h)nger  to  sink  than  when  shot  in  the  face;  that  is,  if 
a  seal  bobs  up  in  the  water,  its  body  being  in  a  submerged  and  horizontal 
position,  and  if  it  be  instantly  killed  by  the  shot  it  will  at  once  sink. 
It  is  then  that  the  8  or  10  foot  gaff  is  used  to  recover  it.  It  has  been 
my  observation  that  the  rapidity  with  which  seals  sink  is  influenced  by 
several  conditions.  A  pregnant  female  will  sink  less  siukinc  seals 
quickly  than  a  male  of  equal  size.  If  a  seal  be  shot  at 
a  time  when  the  air  is  well  exhausted  in  the  lungs  it  will  sink  more 
quickly  than  if  killed  when  the  lungs  are  inflated.  If  a  seal  is  asleep 
and  shot  in  the  back  of  the  head  it  will  float  for  several  minutes,  thus 
enabling  the  hunter  to  secure  it, 

I  have  noticed  that  the  stomachs  of  the  majority  of  seals  captured, 
provided  they  were  young  females  or  immature  males,  were  empty. 
While  the  stomachs  of  the  old  bulls  were  well  filled  as  though  prepar- 
ing themselves  for  the  demand  of  the  breeding  grounds.     ^^^ 
Their  diet  was  made  up  of  salmon,  red  rockfish,  and 
squid. 
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The  destructiveness  to  seal  life  by  pelagic  hunting  is  very  great. 
Waste  of  life  "^^^^  majority  of  seals  killed  are  pregnant  females,  so 

that  two  lives  are  often  sacrifieed  in  securing  one  skin. 
This  is  true  whetlier  firearms  or  spears  are  used.  In  addition  to  this, 
the  number  of  skins  marketed  does  not  rei)resent  the  number  actually 
destroyed,  for  many  are  killed  that  are  not  secured,  while  others,  though 
fatally  wounded,  still  possess  strength  enough  to  escape  their  i)ur- 

SU(TS. 

In  studying  aquatic  seal  life  on  the  i^orth west  Coast,  there  has  come 

under  my  observation  another  source  of  waste.    That  is,  the  destmc- 

^  ,     .ri  11     tion  of  bulls  that  are  fit  for  service  upon  the  breeding 

Destruction  of  bulls.  ,  .,  i  •   t        t  ti-i  •!      li        •     •  j.      a-i 

grounds  on  the  seal  islands.  V\  hile  the  mjuiy  to  the 
herd  from  killing  these  males  is,  in  general,  not  so  great  as  that  which 
arises  from  the  killing  of  cows,  nevertheless,  the  destroying  of  an  ani- 
mal which  has  required  six  or  seven  years  of  life  to  prepare  it  to  assist 
in  the  i)eri)etuation  of  the  si^ecies  is  a  serious  menace  to  the  life  of  the 
herd. 

From  my  general  knowledge  of  natural  history,  from  my  study  of 
the  habits  of  seals,  as  well  as  from  the  op])ortunities  I  have  had  to  ac- 
quaint myself  witli  the  sources  of  destruction  which  are  at  work,  I 
ction  firmly  believe  that  pelagic  sealing  would  not  only  ac- 

count for  the  diminution  of  the  seal  herd,  but  if  contin- 
tiuued  the  seals  will  inevitably  be  commercially  destroyt'd. 

A.  B.  Alexander. 

Subscnbed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2()th  day  of  May,  1802. 

[SEAL.]  II.    L.   Bl'RKETT, 

Notary  FuhliCj  Residing  at  Fort  Toicmscnd. 


Deposition  of  Wilton  G.  Bennett^  sealer  {hunter). 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Wilton  C.  Bennett,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  bom 

at  Neah  Bay.    I  am  32  years  old  and  have  been  a  seal- 
ExiHTionce.  hiintcr  all  my  life  in  the  !N'orth  Pacific  Ocean,  and  one 

season  in  Bearing  Sea,  always  in  the  capacity  of  hunter. 
I  have  first  seen  and  taken  seal  off  Cape  Flattery  in  March;  have  fol- 
lowed the  seal  up  as  far  as  Bartlett  Sound,  which  they 
Mi^Tation.  leave  about  June  1;  have  used  a  spear  lor  taking  seal 

all  my  life,  but  when  seal  are  wild  sometimes  1  used  a  shotgun.  Ko  seal 
were  lost  when  struck  with  spear.    About  40  per  cent  of  seal  shot  with 

shotgun  are  lost  and  more  when  the  rifie  is  used.    Most 

M<.».lyn>w8  taken.    ,jj|    ^^^^    ^^^.^j^    ^^y^^^^  ^^    ^^^^    j^.^^.^   ^^^^^^^    ^.^^^^      j   ^j^j^j^ 

cows  sleep  more  and  are  more  easily  approached.  Xever  killed  but 
seven  old  bulls  on  the  coast  of  Washington  in  my  life,  but  have  taken 

a  few  i»ui)s  every  year.    The  s(»x  of  the  seal  can  not  be 
^ iiuii«criiiiinate kill-  ^]^  jjj  ^|,g  watcTj  I  shoot  everything  that  comes  near 

the  boat.    Seal  when  shot  dead  sink  very  quick,  and 
are  hard  to  sec*  re  under  those  conditions.      Seal  are  not  as  plentiful 
Decroaso  ^^  ^^*®  coast  as  they  used  to  be.    They  have  been  de- 

ecroaso.  crcasiug  vcry  fast  the  last  few  years,    I  think  this  is 

wS?r  or  «n*co^H™ox°  causcd  by  the  indiscriminate  killing  in  the  water.  I 
cept  on  Pribiiof  i«-  havo  nevcT  kuown  any  seal  pups  to  be  bom  in  the 
^^*  water  or  on  the  coast  anywhere,  except  on  the  Pribi- 
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lof  Islands.     Have  never  known  seal  to  hanl  up  on  nonotiuninpaiiy^ 
the  coast  anywhere  outside  of  the  PribUof  Islands-i^J^^^S^  «"  ***»**• 
Most  of  the  seal  taken  in  Bering  Sea  by  me  were  cows     _    , 
Avith  mUk.    Cows  with  milk  have  been  taken  by  me  ^^^  ^^'^  "^^ 
100  miles  from  the  Pribilof  Islands.    I  think  that  all     p„ytoctioii 
pealgic  hunting  should  be  stopped,  so  that  seal  would  ^' 

have  a  chance  to  increase. 

Wilton  C.  Bennett. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  26th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavendee, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  William  Brennan^  sealer  {sailing  master ^  boat  steerer). 

PELAOIO  SEALINO. 

State  OF  Washington, 

County  of  King,  ss : 

William  Brenuan,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  37 
years  of  age;  was  born  in  London;  am  by  occupation 
a  seafaring  man;  and  reside  at  Seattle,  in  the  State     Experienoe. 
of  Washington.    I  have  sx>ent  the  best  years  of  my 
life  in  the  close  study  of  the  denizens  of  the  sea,  including  seals  and  the 
modes  of  capturing  them,  such  as  seafaring  men  bestow  upon  matters 
in  which  they  are  interested  participants.    I  first  went  to  sea  in  No- 
vember, 1869,  and  have  been  connected  with  shipping  matters  for 
twenty-three  years.    Passing  my  examination  as  second  mate  in  Lon- 
don in  1874,  I  went  to  Australia,  thence  to  Ohina  and  Japan,  remaining 
in  Japan  several  years.     In  April,  1881, 1  went  as     2k»tti«.i88i 
sailing  master  of  the  Dutch  schooner  Lottie,  Ans  Oster- 
son,  master,  to  hunt  otters  and  seals  around  the  Kurile  Islands.    We 
arrived  at  Skotan  about  May,  and  hunted  otters  until  the  middle  of 
September,  then  went  back  to  Skotan  to  fill  up  with  wood  and  wat^. 
Meeting  two  schooners  there  an  agreement  was  made 
to  work  together  and  raid  Robben  Island  for  seals.  The  i^^  ^"^  Bobbin 
Lottie  being  old  and  unseaworthy,  it  was  decided  that 
she  should  remain  in  x)ort  and  I  should  i*emain  in  charge  of  her  and 
look  after  all  skins.    The  Lottie^s  captain,  hunters,  and  best  men  of 
her  crew  weredivided  among  the  other  schooners.  They  were  away  about 
six  weeks,  and  came  back  with  a  good  catch. 

We  left  the  Lottie  on  the  beach,  and  all  arrived  safely  back  in  Japan. 

1  was  nine  months  on  that  voyage. 

In  March,  1882, 1  shipped  from  Japan  as  first  mate  in  the  Bussian 
schooner  Nemo.    She  was  fitted  out  for  hunter,  fishing,     j^^^  ^^^ 
and   trading,  and    carried  5  boats,  a  steam  launch, 

2  canoes,  and  32  men  all  told.  We  started  for  the  BTeva  River  in 
Sii^h  alien.  On  arriving  there  I  went  on  shore  with  an  interpreter^ 
and  the  schooner  started  for  Kamchatka.  I  was  to  fish,  or  hire  men  to 
do  so,  prospect  for  minerals  for  two  months  (having  permit  pax>er8  to 
do  so),  and  then  devote  my  time  to  seals  and  their  habits,  with  the  idea 
of  capturing  them.  In  September  I  landed  on  Bobben  Island  with  7 
Russian  soldiers  and  remain^  fiiteen  or  twenty  days  watching  w&siA, 
and  waiting  for  the  Nemo  to  comei  but  ahe  never  came.    The  Boasiaiis 
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getting  tired,  we  went  back  to  the  river,  and  I  remained  in  that  country 

until  the  next  August,  when  I  started  back  to  Japan,  arriving  there  in 

October. 

In  1884  I  again  went  liunting  from  Yokohama  in  the  German  schooner 

Felix  1884  FeliXy  Charlcs  Sternberg,  master.    She  carried  three 

30-foot  boats,  0  men  to  each  boat,  5  Jai)8  and  a 
white  man.  In  September,  wliile  lying  at  anchor  with  2  other  schoon- 
ers under  Gape  Patience,  Ave  were  boarded  by  a  Uussian  officer  and 
armed  seamen,  who  came  from  Eobben  Island  in  the  guaixl  schooner 
Lcon^  and  all  of  our  guns  were  taken  from  us  and  we  were  warned  off. 

We  went  away,  but  came  back  in  three  weeks  and 
land.*'^ ""  ^*^^^"  ^^  found  the  man-of-war  guarding  the  island.    Dodging 

around,  we  waited  until  she  had  gone,  and  the  next 
night  made  a  landing  and  a  haul  of  over  500  good  marketable  skins. 

The  next  morning,  being  a  few  miles  fi-om  the  island,  we  sighted  the 
man-of-war  bearing  down  towards  the  island.  We  made  all  sail  and 
got  out  of  sight  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  returned  to  Yokohama  in 
November.  Having  heard  of  seals  being  shot  in  the  Avater  on  the 
Pacific  side,  I  came  over  to  test  the  nuitter.  In  ISSli  I  left  Seattle  on 
OMUen  e  1880  board  the  schooner  Challenffe^  Douglas,  mast<ir,  to  hunt 
"^^'  seals  olf  Cape  Flattery,  our  headquarters  being  Glalam 

Bay,  carrying  12  or  15  Indians  with  canoes,  and  re- 
catch  on  Pacific  maiucd  Sealing  until  the  end  of  May,  when  I  came 
'''*"'**•  back  to  Seattle,  the  charter  being  up,    On  that  voy- 

age we  captured  about  SiM)  fur-seals. 
In  1887  I  went  back  to  Japan.    I  left  Yokohama  on  the  English 
Ada  18S7  schooner  Ada^  Van   Pelt,  master,    and    brought  her 

across  to  Victoria,  British  Columbia.  We  arrived  in 
May  and  sailed  in  June  with  an  Indian  crew,  making  a  six  weeks' 
cruise  off  tln^  Vancouver  coast,  and  cai)turing  about  300  seals.  Upon 
returning  to  Victoria,  I  left  the  vessel  and  went  to  Alaska. 

Tereu    1889  ^'^  ^'^*^'^  ^  wcut  as    boat-stcerer  on  the  schooner 

ereua,  Tcresu^  of  Victoria,  Lawrence,  master,  and  put  the 

season  in  at  sealing. 
I  have  since  followed  the  sea  as  sailing  captain,  pilot,  and  quarter- 

nmst(jr  on  vessels  sailing   out  of   Victoria,  British 
Columbia.    In  my  o])inion,  fur  seals  born  (ni  the  Gop- 

ph^c^Sf  b*til''^°  ***  1^^^'?  Bering,  or  Kobbin  islands  will  naturally  return  to 

the  rookery  at  which  they  were  born.    The  same  thing 

is  tnie  of  those  born  on  the  St.  Paul  or   St.  George 

No  flciiis  ever  met  islands.    No  vcsscl,  to  my  knowledge,  has  ever  met  a 

iumuiooean.  ^^.^^^^^  of  scals  iu  midoceau  in  the  North  Pacific.    I 

have  crossed  said  waters  on  three  different  occasions,  and  each  time 

kei)t  a  close  lookout  for  them.    The  greater  part  of 

BcTu^'/u  North  r^^^^^^^^^^    t^^^  ^^-'^'^  tl^'^t  we  find  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  are 

born  on  tin*  islands  in  Bering  Sea.  Most  of  them 
leave  there  in  October  and  November.  If  the  weather  is  mild,  they 
stay  longer,  but  when  the  snow  falls  they  leave  the  rookery  and  take 
to  the  water.    Here  they  swim  around  for  some  days,  and  if  it  grows 

j^j   ^^^.^^^  milder  and  the  snow  melts  a  great  many  will  haul  up 

^"  "'  '  «igidn,  but  if  the  weather  remains  very  cold  all  leave 

and  start  for  the  south. 

The  breeding  cows  and  full-grown  bulls  leave  first,  the  old  bulls  per- 
h{\ps  a  month  or  more  before  the  young  males  and  cows.  They  travel 
along  the  coast,  following  the  Japan  stream  on  both  sides  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  those  from  the  Pribilof  Islands  on  this  side,  and  those  from  the 
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Commander  Island  on  the  Asiatic  side.  On  the  American  side^  some 
of  them  travel  as  far  sonth  as  Lower  Oalifomia,  and  on  the  Asiatic  side 
as  faLT  south  as  Japan  and  perhaps  farther.  On  the  Ameiic^ui  coast 
they  are  found  as  early  as  January  off  southern  Cal- 
ifornia, in  limited  numbers,  and  are  more  plentiful  a^^SSkoout^^^' 
further  north  later  in  the  season.  They  gradually  work 
towards  the  north,  and  about  March  are  <' bunching"  oft  Grays  Harbor 
and  the  Columbia  Biver,  and  are  found  in  large  numbers  a  Uttle  later 
about  Cape  Flattery  and  Vancouver  Island.  They  are  found  close  in- 
shore to  40  or  50  miles  off.  Afber  June  very  few  remain  along  the 
coast.  A  few  stragglers  may  be  seen  about  that  time;  the  most  of  them 
start  in  earnest  for  the  rookeries  about  that  time,  in  the  Bering  Sea. 
The  cows  are  at  this  time  heavy  with  young,  and  are  slow  and  sluggish. 

In  May,  the  bull  seals  commence  to  haul  up  on  the  rookeries,  and  the 
cows  come  three  or  four  weeks  later.    The  bulls  choose 
such  ground  as  they  mean  to  hold  through  the  summer,  oo^^*^**'  ^"^  "** 
fight  savagely,  and  the  strongest  wins.    Each  has  his 
own  family,  and  should  a  stranger  approach  there  is  war.    On  the  rook- 
eries one  may  see  all  classes  of  seals  apart  from  each 
other,  the  bulls  and  breeding  cows  in  one  place  and  roSS^ST**'**^"" 
the  young  in  another.    The  pups  are  bom  on  the  rook- 
eries, and  remain  with  their  mothers,  living  wholly  upon  their  mother's 
milk  until  they  can  go  into  the  sea  and  care  for  them-     ^^^  feeding, 
selves.    There  is  nothing  on  the  beach  for  the  old  ones 
to  eat,  and  they  go  several  miles  from  the  rookeries  out  to  sea  to 
obtain  food.    When  the  pups  are  born  they  can  not 
swim  and  the  mothers  take  them  to  the  water's  edge,  j^^«>d  their  hab- 
where  one  can  see  thousands  paddling  and  struggling  in 
the  surf.    The  noise  made  by  the  mothers  crying  for  their  pups,  and  the 
bleating  of  the  pups  in  answer,  make  aconstant  roar.    The  cow  is  3  years 
old  before  she  bears  young,    ibe  pups  are  about  46  days  old  before  they 
can  go  into  the  water,  but  they  nurse  the  mother  as  long  as  they  stay 
on  the  island.    They  are  called  *^  black  "  and  "  gray''  pups;  black  be- 
fore they  shed  their  first  coat  and  gray  afterwards.    As  they  grow 
older  the  gray  turns  darker,  except  upon  the  neck  and  head;  but  the 
color  of  the  hair  does  not  affect  the  fiuv.  which  can  be  seen  by  parting 
it.    The  thickness  and  length  of  the  nir  determines  ^^^ 

the  value  of  the  skin.    They  live  on  fish  and  seaweed,  * 

and  if  they  are  driven  or  hunted  too  hard  on  the  islands  are  liable  to 
migi'ate  to  some  other  place.  If  they  are  managed  right  they  may  be 
driven  like  sheep  along  the  beaches.  They  do  not  run  fast  on  shore, 
unless  alarmed,  when  they  give  a  man  a  good  race  to  catch  them. 

The  people  on  tlie  islands  pick  out  the  young  males  for  killing.    One 
blow  over  the  nose  crushes  the  skuU  and  kills  them,     ^^jj^^ 
They  are  then  skinned  and  the  bodies  are  left  on  the  ** 

field  or  eaten  by  the  natives.    Seal  meat  is  very  good  eating,  but  rather 
dry,  as  the  fat  must  be  all  cut  away  to  make  it  eatable.    The  seals  are 
found  on  St.  Paul  and  St.  Gteorge,  and  on  Bering  and 
Copper  islands  in  Bering  Sea.    They  are  also  in  small  foSd^^iind.^'  *'* 
numbers  on  Bobbin  Island  in  the  Okhotsk  Sea.    Sev- 
eral years  ago  they  were  plentiful  off  Cape  Horn,  and  about  twenty- 
five  years  back  I  saw  some  near  Cape  Gk)od  Hope,  and  also  off  ^ew 
Zealand;  but  whether  they  are  to  be  found  there  now  I  do  not  know. 
The  best  skins  come  from  Bering  Sea,  and  the  farther  north  the  better 
the  skins.    When  the  seals  are  asleep  on  the  water     8«a»iieei>in«. 
they  lie  on  their  backs  with  the  fore  flippers  sticking  ^^ 
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up  and  held  close  to  the  head.  They  always  lay  with  the  head  toward 
the  wind,  the  flippers  being  spread  out  and  acting  as  sails  to  keep  them 
steady  in  tlie  water,  making  it  liard  fur  a  boat  to  approach  them  when 
they  are  awake,  because  tlie  noise  of  the  oars  is  carried  to  them.  K  a 
boat  comes  ui)on  them  from  the  wiudward  they  will  take  the  sceut  and 
dive,  and  if  from  leeward,  they  readily  see  it,  and  do  the  same. 

On  the  United  States  Pacdtic  coast  and  Vancouvei-'s  Island,  in  fine 

w^^iither,  they  are  found,  as  I  have  said,  40  or  50  miles 
w^r!^'^*' ^*'^"**^  *°  ^^^  ofl'shore;  but  during  bad  weather  they  approach  nearer 

the  coast.  On  the  Japan  coast,  about  November  or 
earlier,  depending  on  the  weather,  they  are  seen  in  great  numbers  among 
the  islands  off  the  Xemoro  group,  and  I  have  also  seen  several  off  In- 
neboi-Saki,  but  do  not  know  whether  they  are  to  be  found  off  that  coast 
in  the  spring  or  not.  Steamers  and  schooners  going  north  keep  close 
inshore,  and  in  returning  too  far  off  to  see  seals,  provided  they  travel 
that  coast,  as  T  believe  they  do,  many  having  been  shot  off  the  Kurile 
Islands  in  the  s])ring  and  summer  months. 

Seven  or  eight  years  ago,  when  seals  were  liunted  almost  wholly  by 
Indians  with  sjjcars,  a  vessel  hunting  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Flattery 
was  sure  of  getting  several  hundred  skins  in  about  three  months,  from 
March  to  the  end  of  May,  but  at  the  present  time  a  vessel  is  doing  well 
if  she  gets  a  much  smaller  number,  because  the  skins  bring  much 

higher  prices.   The  recordsof  '*  catches"  in  the  last  three 
roase.  ^^^,  ^^^^^  ycars  wiU  coutlrm  any  person  who  examines  them 

in  the  belief  that  the  seals  are  decreasing  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  on  the 
American  side.  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it  is  the  same  on  the 
Eussijin  side.  At  present  they  are  hunted  vigorously,  and  with  better 
methods  than  formerly.  The  hunters  have  had  more  experience  and 
understand  their  habits  better,  but  notwithstanding  this  the  catches 
are  decreasing  ott'the  coast.  If  a  vessel  hunts  seals  from  January  to 
May  along  the  coast  and  i)ays  expenses  it  does  well  at  the  present 

time,  and  very  few  do  it.  Xearlv  all  would  lose  money 
ciaSdiS?no°tpay7'"  if  thc  huutiug  was  confined  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  but 

they  depend  on  the  B<*ring  Sea  catch,  where  the  seals 

are  more  plentiful  and  occupy  a  more  limited  space  as  a  feeding  ground. 

It  is  not  easy  to  tell  a  bull  seal  from  a  cow,  or  either  from  a  year-old 

P^l^  ^^^^^  ^^^--y  a^'®  ill  ^^^^  water,  and  the  hunters  must 

AVasto  of  life.  g^^^^  ^^  ^^j  ^j^^  g^.^1^  ^jj^^^  ^^       j^  ^j^^y  g^^  ^^^^  ^^^y 

are  fortunate,  for  at  the  best  many  are  lost.  Some  hunters  rarely  miss 
a  seal  they  fire  at,  but  manj'^  are  wounded,  and  a  seal  with  a  charge  of 
bullets  and  bucksliot  in  him  must  be  in  very  vigorous  health  to  recover. 
Some  hunters  never  miss  a  seal  during  the  season,  but  if  others  get  one 
out  of  four  they  wound  they  are  doing  well. 
The  work  of  seal  hunting  iscarried  on  about  asfollows :  The  hunter  and 

boat's  crew  leave  the  vessel  at  daylight,  usually  carry- 

H^w  cSFrioa^^on!^**^'  ^^^  *^^®  ^^^^®  ^'^^  '^  sliotgun,  though  some  of  them  have 

two  shotguns  with  about  fitly  rounds  of  ammunition 
for  each  gun.    If  a  breeze  is  blowing  they  go  under  sail,  or,  if  it  is 
calm,  the  boat  is  rowed.    The  hunter  has  charge  of  the  boat,  no  mat- 
ter if  he  is  not  an  expert  boatman. 
If  a  sleeping  seal  is  seen,  the  boat  is  run  within  about  100  yards  of 

Sleeping  8eal8.  ^^'  ^"^^   ^^^^*   *^^^   ^^*^   '"*^^^    ^^^   lOWCrcd  witll    tllC  Icast 

possible  noise,  as  the  seals  are  easily  aw<akene(l.  The 
boat  steerer  cautiously  j)a(l(lles  toward  him,  being  careful  to  keep  to 
the  leeward,  and  with  ordinary  care  the  boat  can  come  within  a  few 
feet  of  him  before  he  is  awai'e  of  it;  theu^  if  the  hunter  is  cool,  the  seal 
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is  sure  to  be  captured.  Should  the  seal  be  only  wounded,  he  will  dive, 
unless  hit  in  the  flipper  or  nose.  If  he  is  not  killed  so  dead  as  to  be 
unable  to  dive,  ten  to  one  he  will  get  away,  for  it  is  uncertain  where 
he  will  come  up,  and  the  boat  may  be  a  long  way  from  him  when  he 
reappears.  In  such  case  the  boat  usually  remains  still,  with  boat  puller 
and  steerer  standing  ready  to  follow  him  as  soon  as  he  is  seen ;  but  he 
very  often  rises  out  of  range  and  gets  away.  An  ext»erienced  hunter 
and  boat's  crew  will  get  at  least  seventy-five  per  cent  of  "sleepers"  and 
perhaps  more ;  but  the  sleepers  form  but  a  small  part  of  the  seals  hunted. 
The  noise  of  firearms  will  awaken  every  seal  within  the  distance  of  half 
a  mile,  and  put  it  on  the  alert.  The  boats  stay  out  until  dark,  if  the 
weather  is  fine,  and  the  five  or  six  usually  carried  by  a  sealing  vessel 
cover  an  area  of  five  or  ten  miles  on  either  side, 

K  the  seal  is  "finning''  the  hunter  will  probably  spend  ten  or  a 
dozen  rounds  of  ammunition,  provided  he  wounds  it     ..juj^^  "aeaia 
with  his  first  shot  before  he  takes  it  in,  which  he  often  ^ 

fails  to  do.  If  it  is  "  breaching" — that  is,  jumping  clear  ,.  g^^^i^jn  „  ^^j^ 
of  the  water — thehunterwillmostlikely  try  a  rifle-shot  roac  ng  seas, 
at  it,  as  there  is  a  bare  chance  that  he  may  hit  it.  If  he  wounds  it  and  it 
escapes  it  is  all  the  same  to  him,  except  that  he  has  one  less  skin. 

To  be  a  good  hunter  a  man  must  be  a  crack  shot  on  the  start,  and 
then  it  will  take  him  at  least  two  seasons  to  learn  the 
motions  of  the  seal,  so  as  to  be  considered  an  expert,  u^^'  ^^^^^^ 
He  must  understand  how  to  approach  the  seals  under 
all  circumstances  so  as  not  to  arouse  them,  and  must  also  have  a  good 
boat  steerer,  as  a  great  deal  depends  on  him.  Perfect  quiet  must  be 
kept  in  the  boat,  or  the  seal  will  be  awakened;  and  the  boat  steerer 
must  understand  the  seal's  habits  as  well  as  the  hunter,  in  order  tci 
know  where  to  head  his  boat  and  where  to  keep  her.  A  crew  new  to 
the  business  sometimes  makes  a  good  catch,  but  it  is  generally  at  the 
expense  of  a  large^  proportion  of  seals  that  are  killed  and  lost,  or 
wounded  and  esc^ape.  The  vessels  engaged  in  the  seaiingfleet:  »i»ec< 
sealing  business  range  from  15  to  150  tons  burden,  or  veaeu  and  eqaipmom 
more,  large  vessels  being  in  favor  because  they  can  *  ^^^ 
carry  more  boats,  with  less  expense  in  proportion  to  size,  than  the 
small  ones. 

The  principal  i)orts  from  which  sealing  vessels  sail  are  Victoria, 
British  Columbia,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,Port  Townsend, 
Wash.,  and  Yokohama,  Japan.  The  fleet  from  Vic-  ^^°°^^  ^^^  ®'  ^^* 
toria  comprises  sixty  vessels  or  more,  and  one  will 
travel  the  world  over  without  finding  better  or  faster  schooners  than 
some  of  tliem  are.  'Next  to  Victoria  in  numbers  comes  San  Francisco, 
all  under  the  American  flag.  Yokohama  formerly  sent  out  twelve  or 
thirteen  vessels  under  ditterent  flfigs.  I  have  seen  vessels  operating 
from  that  port  flying  the  Dutch,  German,  French,  Russian,  American, 
English,  an<l  Japanese  flags,  engaged  at  otter  and  seal  hunting.  About 
seven  or  eight  vessels  are  from  Puget  Sound.  The  Victoria  and  Paget 
Sound  fleet  attends  only  to  sealing,  while  the  vessels  from  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Yokohama  engage  in  otter-hunting  and  sealing  combined.  The 
vessels  carry  from  one  to  seven  boats  each,  and  each  boat  except  the  one 
carried  at  the  stern  is  manned  by  three  men.  In  going  upon  the  hunt 
the  hunter  stands  forward,  the  boat  puller  sits  in  the  center  of  the  boat, 
and  the  boat  steerer  in  the  stern.  The  boats  are  from  18  to  20  feet 
long  and  carry  usually  two  pairs  of  oars,  three  or  more  paddles,  a  short 
seal-club  to  kill  the  seal  with  (if  he  is  alive  when  they  get  him  along- 
side), a  gaii'  with  a  long  staff  to  hook  him  up  if  he  sinks,  a  fog  horui  a 
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compass,  an  ammunition  box  for  tlie  hunter,  a  water-beaker,  a  box  for 
food,  a  small  sprit  sail  jind  mast,  and  at  least  one  shotgun. 

Vessels  that  are  manned  by  Indians  do  not  carry  hunting  boats  as  a 
rule.  The  Indians  furnish  their  own  canoes  and  S])ears,  and  often  a 
shotgun  or  ritie,  or  both.  A  vessel,  say,  of  70  tons,  will  carry  six  boats, 
live  of  them  hunting  boats,  and  one  at  the  stern.  The  owner  furnishes 
guns,  ammunition,  boats,  food,  etc.,  and  engages  the  captain  and  hunt- 
ers. The  captain  employs  the  boat  ])ullers,  steerers,  and  the  crew, 
though  in  some  cases  the  hunt<irs  engage  their  own  judlers  and  steerers. 
A  vessel  of  this  size  would  carry  twenty-one  men,  all  told,  including  a 
c«aptaiu,  mate,  cook,  five  hunters,  nine  nuMifor  the  boats,  one  spare  man, 

and  a  boy.    The  master's  wages  range  from  $75  to  $100 
Wages.  ^^^^^.  jjjQ^|'|]j .  |)^j|-  some  of  them  get  wages  only,  while 

others  have  wages  and  a  "lay,"  that  is,  a  share  of  the  prolits.  Good 
hunters  get  from  83  to  i?:>.r)Oper  skin  for  every  one  they  bring  onl>oard; 
but  each  hunter  has  his  ])rice  and  makes  terms  with  the  owner,  which 
he  keeps  to  himself.  The  crew  receive  830  per  month,  and  have  some- 
times a  private  agreement  with  the  hunter  to  10  to  25  cents  additional 
out  of  his  own  ]M)cket  for  (nu'h  skin  brought  on  board;  for,  as  I  have 
said,  much  depends  upon  the  steerev,  and  each  has  his  favorite.  The 
mate  gets  from  815  to  850  i)er  month,  the  use  of  the  stern  boat,  and  81 
for  every  skin  he  brings  on  board.  The  cook  receives  from  850  to  $80 
per  month,  aijcording  to  the  number  of  men  he  <'Ooks  for. 

The  first  vessels  leave  about  January,  and  frcmi  then 
ginsImaroIruHt!^^^^^^     ^"*^'*^  ^Ijircli  tlicy  are  becoming  fewer  in  port  every  day. 

They  go  to  sonu^  of  the  bays  and  inlets  upon  Vancou- 
ver's Island,  off  Cape  Flattery,  or  down  tdong  the  ( 'alifornia  coast.  Many 
hunt  in  a  circuit  from  Cai)e  Flattery  to  tlie  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
Kiver  on  the  south,  and  to  the  north  end  of  Vancouver's  Island  on  the 
north,  as  the  hcjwl  hunter  or  captain  may  determine.  Some  think,  by 
going  south  and  following  the  seals  uj)  as  they  uK^ve  northward  they 
will  catch  more;  while  others  believe  they  can  do  bett'Cr  by  stjiying 

close  to  Cape  Flattery.  Tliose  v(»ssels  which  carry  In- 
dian hunters  go  to  the  Indian  villages,  and  some  of 
them  take  as  many  as  fifteen  canoes  if  they  can  get  them.  Of  late 
yerrs  the  Indians  are  learning  the  prices  of  skins,  and  claim  more  than 
the  owners  c^in  atford  to  i)ay.  They  always  want  to  shi])  on  a  first-class 
schooncT,  unless  they  own  it,  when  any  rattletrai)  will  do.  When 
tlu\v  start  for  IJering  Sea  they  usually  h^ave  a  part  of  their  canoes 
behind,  taking  ahout  one-third  less  than  they  used  in  the  spring  csitch. 
The  vessels  furnish  them  flour,  biscuits,  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  and  a  little 
meat,  when  they  ('annot  get  fresh  seal  meat.  They  have  two  men  to 
each  <»anoe.  The  head  man  of  the  canoe  receivers  the  money  an<l  pays 
his  assistant.  Each  canoe  is  usually  in^ovided  with  a  couple  of  steerers, 
and  either  a  shotgun  or  rifle.  The  most  skillful  hunter  among  Indians 
on  board  is  called  "captain,"  and  it  is  his  duty  to  t(^ll  his  men  when 
and  where  to  lower  their  canoes  for  hunting,  and  to  transact  all  business 
between  them  and  the  captain  of  the  vessel.  Seven  or  eight  years  ago 
the  Indians  were  paid  by  the  length  of  the  skin,  but  now  they  are  paid 
by  its  grade. 

In  fine  weather  the  boats  leave  the  vessel  at  daylight  and  hunt  until 
dark,  taking  about  one  day's  i^rovisions  with  them;  and  sin  mid  they 
get  lost  in  a  fog  they  have  a  hard  time  until  they  are  picked  up  by 
some  vessel.  When  the  boats  come  alongside  the  vessel,  at  night,  the 
skins  are  counted  on  deck  for  each  boat;  the  mate  takes  charge  of 
them  and  salts  them  down  in  the  hold^  and  the  crew  of  each  boat  gets 
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credit  for  the  skins  it  captaied.  The  work  continues  until  the  spring 
season  is  finished,  when  some  go  to  Victoria  to  refit,  and  others  in  Ban- 
dy Sound,  and  send  their  skins  to  Victoria  by  steamer,  with  orders  for 
supplies  to  be  sent  to  them  when  the  steamer  returns.  Others  go  on 
without  coming  into  port  to  Sand  Point,  or  some  other  place  on  the 
coast,  where  there  is  a  store,  and  take  supplies  before  entering  Bering 
Sea.  They  do  not  like  to  go  into  Victoria,  because  they  ususJly  have 
trouble  with  their  crews.  The  work  is  hard  and  dangerous.  The  pay 
is  small,  and  many  run  away  when  they  get  a  chance.  There  are  very 
few  sailors  among  the  crews,  the  most  of  them  being  green  hands.  Of 
course  each  vessel  carries  two  or  three  sailors  in  case  anything  hap- 
pens to  the  rigging  or  sails. 

When  they  arrive  in  Bering  Sea  later  in  the  season,  they  start  in  to 
work  in  earnest.  The  water  is  full  of  them  and  you 
can  hear  them  firing  all  around.  The  vessels  enter  the  ent^f.^**'  ^u^eot 
sea  about  July,  but  get  the  most  of  the  seals  in  August 
or  early  September,  when  the  weather  gets  bad^  but  they  usually  have 
a  good  catch  by  that  time,  if  not  interrered  with.  When  the  hunting 
is  finished  they  return  to  the  home  port,  the  crew  is  paid  off,  the  ves- 
sel is  laid  up,  and  the  owner  takes  charge  of  the  skins  and  either  sells 
them  in  the  home  port  or  ships  them  to  London. 

As  I  have  said  before,  the  pups  are  not  able  to  take  care  of  themselves 
until  they  are  several  weeks  old,  and  the  cows  must  go  off  into  the  , 
water  to  get  food  for  themselves.    It  stands  to  reason 
that  if  the  mothers  are  killed  whUe  away  from  the  wSiJfeimSg!'*"** 
island,  and  the  pups  are  left  there  alone,  they  will 
surely  die;  and  it  is  a  fact  that  many  mothers  are  killed  in  Bering  Sea. 
If  no  seals  were  killed  between  the  1st  day  of  April 
and  the  1st  day  of  September  they  would  increase;  ci^^gSiS^n!'*'' ^^  * 
but  it  would  take  int-ernational  agreement  to  make  kill- 
ing of  seals  an  offense  during  this  season.    It  is  not  alone  in  Bering 
Sea  that  the  paps  and  cows  are  destroyed.    Keep  all     Exoiasion  from 
vjessels  out  of  these  waters,  and  let  the  sanie  number  Bering  se*   not 
of  vessels  as  are  now  afloat  hunt  seals  in  the  North  ^^^^ 
Paeitic,  and  in  a  few  years  there  will  be  none  in  Bering  Sea.     If  the 
present  number  of  vessels  engaged  in  sealing  is  permitted  to  continue 
in  the  business  from  t\70  to  five  years  longer  I  think  the  seals  will  be 
exterminated  or  nearly  so.     I  am  certain  the  seals  are  doomed  to 
extinction  unless  some  immediate  action  is  taken  to  protect  them  from 
the  slaughter  that  is  now  going  on.    The  sealers  care 
nothing  about  preserving  the  seals,  and  say  that  the  tt^S^SSctS^" 
smaller  the  catch  is  the  more  valuable  the  skins  will 
become  in  the  market,  inul  the  higher  the  prices  paid  for  them.    In  their 
wliole  conduct  of  the  business  they  are  controlled  by  the  desire  to  kill 
as  many  as  possible  in  order  that  they  may  enhance  the  value  of  future 
catches. 

William  Beennan. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1892, 
[SEAL.]  D.  A.  MoKenzie, 

Notary  Fubtio. 


364  TESTIMONT 

Deposition  of  James  Dalgarduo,  sealer  (master). 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

James  Dalgardno,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  na- 
tive of  Scotland  and  am  58  years  of  age;  have  resided 
Experience.  in  tlic  United  States  forty-five  years,  and  have  been  a 

naturalized  citizen  forty  years;  1  am  a  resident  of  Port 
Townsend  and  have  resided  in  this  vicinity  for  the  past  forty  years, 
during  which  period  I  followed  the  business  of  fishing  and  piloting. 
I  have  been  in  the  seal-hunting  schooners  for  a  period  of  eight  years, 
either  as  master  or  owner  of  the  schooner,  and  1  hunted  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Cape  Flattery,  say  30  miles  off  the  cape  in  eaeh  direction. 
The  first  six  years  1  em])loyed  Indian  hunters  from  Cape  Flattery  and 
they  used  spears  exclusively,  as  the  opinion  tlien  was  that  the  sound 
of  firearms  would  tend  to  drive  ott'  the  seals  as  well  as  waken  the  sleep- 
ing ones,  thus  making  it  more  difficult  to  secure  them. 

During  two  of  the  eight  years  I  employed  mixed  crews,  some  In- 
dians and  some  whitt^s;  some  using  rifles  and  some  using  spears.  The 
catch  was  in  round  numbers  from  1,500  to  3,000  skins  i)er  year,  these 
figures  representing  tlie  lowest  and  tlie  highest  numbers  ever  taken  by 

m(^  in  any  one  year.  From  75  per  cent  to  80  i>er  cent 
mll^^^  pregnant  fe-  ^^  .^jj  |jj^,  geals  takcii  wcrc  mothcM's  in  young,  and  when 

cut  oj)en  on  deck  we  found  the  young  within  them.    It 

is  my  experience  that  very  iew,  if  any,  S(*als  were  h)St  by  the  Ininters 

Waste  of  life  ^^'^^^  uscd  the  spcar,  but  fully  75  per  cent  of  all  those 

killed  by  the  rifle  were  lost.  I  have  cruised  up  and 
down  the  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  but  never  found  a  place  where 

fur-seals  hauled  out  upon  shore,  nor  have  I  ever  heard 
vShliiVishiuds!^  ""  ^^  ^^ly  riu-seal  rookeries  in  the  Xorthern  Hemisphere, 

except  those  in  Jeering  Sea.    I  have  never  seen  seals 

polsiilfo''  ^^^^^^  ^'""  ^^^''*  "^  ^^^^  wat(»r  or  on  beds  of  kelp,  nor  do  1  believe 

a  young  pup  could  live  if  brought  forth  at  sea.    It  was 

while  the  seals  were  asleep  on  the  water,  as  a  rule,  that  the  Indian 

hunters  succee<led  in  capturing  them  with  the  spear, 

gp^jjj-cose  with  the  j^,^|  ^jjj^  j,.  |.]^»  roasou  they  lost  but  very  few  of  what 

they  killed.  Were  I  engaged  at  present  in  sealing  I 
should  prefer  the  spear  t^)  thci  rifle  or  shotgun,  and  I  believe  its  use  is 
not  near  so  destructive  to  seal  life. 

James  Dalgarduo. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2d  day  of  May,  1892. 

Joseph  Mueray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition    of  Thomas  Frazer^  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Thomas  Frazer,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  native 

of  England,  and  am  50  years  old;  have  been  seventeen 
ExiHjricuce.  ycars  iu  the  United  States,  of  which  I  am  a  citizen.   I 

am  a  resident  of  Port  Townsend,  and  have  resided  in 
this  vicinity  duriag  the  past  seventeen  years.    My  occupation  is  that 
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of  seaman,  and  I  have  hunted  seals  off  Cape  Flattery  for  sixteen  years. 
In  1891  I  was  a  hunter  on  board  the  James  G.  Swan, 
of  Port  Townsend,  and  we  Avent  along  tlie  coast  and  igjj*"***    ^*  ^^^^* 
Aleutian  Chain  to  the  island  of  Senaek.     We  left 
Isceah  Bay  about  May  13,  and  commenced  sealing  along  the  coast  of 
Vancouver,  and  we  finished  off  Four  Mountain  Pass.    We  made  a  catch 
of  128  skins.    The  U.  S.  steamer  Thetis  spoke  us  on  July  3,  and  our 
captain,  Thomas  Powers,  said  we  had  218  skins;  bat  at  that  time  we 
had  only  118  skins  aboard;  we  took  the  others  after 
being  warned  by  the  Thetis.    We  had  seven  boats,  but  ^^^^^y  «>•  ^^ 
we  had  only  four  wliite  hunters;  ten  hunters  were  na- 
tives from  Neeah  Bay  and  Vancouver. 

We  used  both  shotguns  and  spears,  as  occasion  required.  When  we 
see  plenty  of  seals  in  sight  we  use  the  spear,  and  when  we  see  only  one 
or  two  we  use  the  sliotgun.  Off'  Cape  Flattery  there  is  hardly  a  dozen 
large  males  taken  out  of  every  thousand  large  seals  whose  skins  are 
called  first  class;  all  the  males  taken  here  are  small  ones.  There  is  no 
way  by  which  hunters  can  distinguish  sex  while  the  seals  are  in  the 
water,  nor  do  we  aim  to  do  so;  the  killing  is  always 
done  in  an  indiscriminate  way.  ^^indiscriminate  km* 

The  seals  are  not  so  numerous  off  Cape  Flattery  as 
they  used  to  be  some  years  ago,  and  it  is  my  opinion  it       ^crwis®- 
is  owing  to  the  constant  hunting  by  so  many  schooners.    I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  in  order  to  save  the  seal  from  extermina- 
tion all  pelagic  hunting  in  Bering  Sea  should  be  pro-  es^y^*^^*^^*^"  °®^^ 
hibited. 

Thomas  Frazee. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2d  day  of  May,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Chad  George^  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Chad  George,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  bom  at 
Xcah  Bay,  and  have  lived  there  all  my  life;  am  27 
years  old;  have  been  a  seal  hunter  ever  since  I  was  a     Experionco. 
small  boy.   Have  spent  three  seasons  in  Bering  Sea.  For 
the  last  eight  years  I  have  been  engaged  as  hunter.    Spent  the  three  sea- 
sous  iu  Bering  Sea  on  the  schooners  Alfred  Adams  and     AUredAdami 
Lottie,    We  first  find  the  seal  off  Cape  Flattery  in  Jan-     Lotoe. 
nary.     I  followed  the  seal  up  the  coast  into  Bering  Sea, 
where  we  arrived  the  last  of  June.    Have  always        ^^  **'"* 
used  spear  for  taking  seal,  and  but  very  few  are  lost.    Most  all  the  seals 
taken  by  nie  were*  females  with  pup.    Most  of  the  seals 
killed  in  Bering  Sea  have  been  cows  with  milk.    Have  feS«f  ^^P'^enant 
never  taken  a  bull  seal  off  the  coast  of  Washington, 
but  liave  taken  a  few  farther  north.    A  few  young  males  are  taken  off 
the  coast  of  Washington.    Can  not  distinguish  the  sex 
of  seal  in  the  water,  but  spear  everything  that  comes  .^indiscriminate  kiu. 

near  the  boat,  regardless  of  sex.    Seal  have  decreased       * 
on  the  coast  very  fast  the  last  four  years.    The  reason 


366  TESTIMONY 

of  the  decrease  is  too  nmch  hunting  and  indiscriminate  killmg.  Have 
xo  eia  ic  birth  ^^^ver  kiiown  OF  heard  of  pups  being  born  in  tiie  water 
^opeagic  ^^^  anywhcM-e  else  on  the  coast  outside  of  the  Pribilof 

Po  not  haul  out  on  Islauds.     Havc  uevcr  known  anv  fur-seal  to  haul  out 

v^mofrnZls.^'^''  «"  ^^»^  1«»<^  ^1*  ^1^  ^1»«  c<><'^st  elsewhere  than  the  Pribilof 

Islands.    Have  killed  seals  200  miles  from  the  Pribilof 
Islands  that  wore  full  of  milk.    I  think  that  all  pelagic  sealing  should 

be  st<>i)pod  for  five  or  six  years,  and  the  seal  would 
Protection.  bccome  plenty  again. 

Chad  Geobge. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  26th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treastu'y  Agent, 


Deposition  of  Korman  Hodgson^  sealer. 

nAlUTS. 

Korman  Hodgson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  I  reside  at 

Port  Townsend,  State  of  Washington,  and  am  a  fiir- 

Expmence.  g^^|  huntcr  by  occupation.    I  have  engaged  in  that 

pursuit  four  seasons,  in  the  years  1887, 1888, 1889,  and  1891.  I  sailed 
in  vessels  clearing  from  Port  Townsend  two  seasons,  and  in  others 
from  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  for  two  seasons.  We  lirst  fell  in  with 
fur-seals  moving  north  early  in  the  month  of  Februaiy,  about  60 
miles  oil*  the  coast  in  the  regum  of  Ca])e  Mendocino,  California.  They 
were  very  scarce  then,  but  as  we  traveled  up  the  coast  we  found  them 
more  numerous.    They  were  most  plentiful  oil'  the  mcmth  of  the  Columbia 

River  in  the  early  part  of  the  month  of  March.    The  mi- 

Migration.  gratoiy  movcmeiit  of  the  fur-seal  is  from  the  southward 

to  the  northward  and  westward,  IbUowing  the  general  trend  of  the 
coast  of  the  mainland.  The  main  herd  is  most  comi)actly  massed  be- 
tween 40  and  00  miles  off  shore,  but  some  of  the  seals  scatter  and 
straggle  over  an  area  a  long  distance  on  each  side  of  that.  The  males 
are  generally  in  advance  of  the  females  on  the-passage  north.  Females 
are  found  in  the  greatest  numbers  off  Baranoil'  Island  about  the  middle 
of  the  month  of  May.  We  followed  the  main  herd  up  the  coast  as  far 
as  the  southwestern  end  of  Kadiak  Island,  where  we  usually  left  them  on 
account  of  their  diminished  numbers.  We  would  then  go  to  Sand  Pointy 
Popoff  Island,  about  the  25th  of  June,  refit  and  repair  the  vessel  ana 

Tiino  of  entorin  ^*^^^  ^'^  board  frcsli  supplics,  and  then  start  for  Ber- 
Bn<i""icaving%wiSg  iiig  Sea,  which  we  generally  enti»red  about  the  10th  of 
^'^-  July.    We  remained  in  the  sea  until  the  first  part  of 

September,  when  we  would  leave  it  on  account  of  bad  weather,  return* 
ing  in  a  direct  line  to  Puget  Sound. 
1  think  the  duration  of  the  winter  season  has  a  direct  bearing  on  the 

northward  migration  of  the  fur-seal  species,  as  I  have 
affccu  migratioj!"**'^  obscrvcd  tluit  they  move  that  way  earlier  after  an  open 

winter  than  an  unusually  severe  one.  The  first  season 
and  the  last  two  our  hunters  were  all  white  men;  but  on  my  second 
cruise  we  carried  mostly  West  Coast  Indians  from  Vancouver  Island 
Outfit  of  vessels.  ^®  huiitcrs.  The  Indians  used  spears  principally,  while 
o  vesse  ^^^  white  huutcrs  employed  breech-loading  firearms 
(rifles  and  shotguns)  exclusively.  Indians  using  spears  recover  more 
than  90  j)er  cent  of  all  fur-seals  struck,  while  the  white  hunter  secures 
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on  an  average  about  60  or  65  per  cent  of  all  fur-seals  shot  in  the  season. 
With  whites,  their  greatest  losses  occur  during  the     waateofiife. 
earlier  part  of  the  season.    More  fur-seals  are  lost  in     Qreater  with  Are- 
proportion  which  are  killed  by  means  of  a  shotgun  arms. 
than  with  a  rifle.    Of  the  seals  secured  in  a  season     MoBtiy  femaiesi 
fully  70  per  cent  are  females,  and  of  these  more  than  GO  principaUy  pre«:iiant 
percent  are  pregnant  and  milking  cows.    The  males  "^">^^*^^°k<^^8- 
taken  are  about  equally  divided  in  numbers  between  yearlings  and 
bachelors  from  the  ages  of  2  to  6  years;  bulls  are  seldom  shot.    It  is 
impossible  to  distinguish  positively  between  females  and  males  (other 
than  large  bulls)  in  the  water  at  sea,  and  no  efibrt  is  made  to  do  so. 
Full-powered  bulls  are  readily  recognized  by  their  great  bulk  and 
darker  fur     The  killing  of  fur-seals  is  therefore  abso- 
lutely indiscriminate,  as  the  object  is  to  secure  all  the  gi^^g^^*?^^"^^"^** 
skins  possible,  irrespective  of  sex,  age,  or  condition.  All 
fur  seals  sink  rapidly  after  being  killed,  and  females  heavy  with  young 
go  down  soonest;  a  great  deal  depends  on  the  way  a  seal  is  shot,  how- 
ever. 

If  the  seal  be  shot  with  the  head  down,  as  in  the  act  of  diving,  its 
momentum  sends  it  under  for  a  moment  or  two,  when     ^  ...      ,      .  . 

.,        .„         •    1  1        •        J.     i.1  o  a  ^       X         x-i  li  •  Position  when  shot. 

it  Will  quickly  rise  to  the  surface  and  float  until  the  air 
in  its  body  escapes,  which  generally  occupies  anywhere  from  five  to 
ten  minutes.    A  seal  shot  with  its  head  up  almost  always  sinks  in- 
stantly.   Fur-seals  shot  when  sleeping  occasionally  go  down  at  once, 
but  the  rule  is  for  them  to  float  for  three  or  four  minutes.    They  should 
be  approached  from  the  leeward,  and  if  shot  in  the  back  of  the  head 
may  almost  invariably  be  recovered.    I  do  not  believe  it  possible  for 
fur  seals  to  breed  or  copulate  in  the  water  at  sea,  and 
never  saw  nor  heard  of  the  action  taking  place  on  a  or'^^eip^nljoslilfk'! 
patch  of  floating  kelp.    I  have  never  seen  a  young  fur- 
seal  pup  of  the  same  season's  birth  in  the  water  at  sea  nor  on  a  patch 
of  floating  kelp,  and  in  fact  never  knew  of  their  being  born  anywhere 
save  on  a  rookery.    I  have,  however,  cut  open  a  gravid 
cow  and  taken  the  young  one  from  its  mother's  womb,  e^s™^"*^  ^°  ^^^' 
alive  and  crying.    I  do  not  believe  it  possible  for  a  fur- 
seal  pup  to  be  successfully  raised  unless  born  and  nursed  on  a  rookery. 
1  have  seen  fur-seals  resting  on  patches  of  floating  kelp  at  sea,  but  do 
not  believe  they  ever  haul  up  for  breeding  purposes 
anywhere  except  on  rookeries.    I  have  never  heard  of,  roSSSJes"^  only  on 
nor  have  I  any  kiiowldge  of,  any  fur-seal  rookeries  in     ^^  ^   . 
the  North  Pacific,  other  than  those  on  the  seal  islands  pribUof "Biami"? 
of    Bering   kSea.      While    in  Bering  Sea  we  cruised 
around  the  Pribilof  Islands  in  all  directions,  often  coming  within  \iew 
of  them,  but  never  landing  or  making  any  attempt  to     proportion  of  fe- 
do  so.    The  proportion  of  females  taken  to  males  was  males  taken  m  Bering 
about  70  per  cent,  more  than  two-thirds  of  these  being  ^*" 
nursing  cows,  Avhile  the  remainder  were  two-year-olds  and  yearlings. 

On  first  entering  the  sea  an  occasional  pregnant  cow  would  be  taken, 
but  this  was  uncommon.  Of  the  males  taken  in  the  Bering  Sea  the 
numbers  of  yearlings  and  very  young  bachelors  was  about  equal;  no 
bulls  were  ever  taken.  I  observed  that  nursing  cows  range  from  60  to 
80  miles  from  the  Pribilof  Islands  to  feed,  and  were  i    f  d- 

always  most  numerous  in  a  southerly  and  westerly  di-       ^^^  ^  ^^  ^^^' 
rection  from  them.    After  leaving  Bering  Sea  our  course  was  direct  to 
Puget  Sound,  only  scattering  specimens  of  fur-seal  life  being  observed 
en  route ;  most  of  these  were  young  males.    I  have  not 
personally  noticed  any  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  the         '^®'**' 
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far-«^:al  *$pf:fie9.  bat  think  that  the  con.stant  and  indiscriminate  slao^hter 

of  them  mast  tend  largely  to  that  end.    Ir  is  mjr  belief 

j^^rSrATd^iti  Mf.^,^  ^jjj^^  jy^  order  to  i>reserve  lar-si-ul  life  from  extermina- 
tion all  pelagic  hauting  shooM  be  stopped  and  Bering 
Sea  clorfe^l. 

-Sab.scribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  l?rh  day  «»f  April,  1S92. 

J^SKPn   MUBEAY. 

United  .'<Ujtt>f  Treasury  Agent, 


Deponition  of  0.  Holm,  oirncr  of  schooner  ChiUnnge. 

PELAGIC   SEALING, 

O.  flolrn,  bein^  duly  sworn,  deyiosesand  <ay<:  I  reside  at  Whatcom, 

Wash.  I  am  jmrt  owner  of  tlie  sealing  si-ho<.»ner  Chal- 
Vsxvn*iiitM-  l^nge,  and  was  on  InKird  of  her  hist  <«*a<on  in  Bering 

Sea.  We  arrived  in  the  Sea  s*»ni«'ri!iie  in  July.  When 
we  first  entered  Bering  S«*a  we  went  dirert  to  St.  Mathews  Islands. 
As  near  as  1  know,  seal  were  taken  last  year  from  ♦»!)  to  H.M>  miles  from 

the  ]*ribiIof  Ishinds.  Mostall  the  seals  taken  in  Bering 
t,u':!i'X  *"    """'"^  Sea  were  females  witli  milk.     But  one  old  bull   was 

taken,  and  two  young  males,  hut  no  females  with  pup. 
The  sliotgun  was  exclusively  used  by  our  hunters.  I  can  form  no  idea  as 
to  the  amount  of  seals  lost.    TSome  hunters  lost  more  and  some  less. 

It  ranges  all  the  way  from  10  to  75  percent,  according 

imiiftrriminatfckiii-  ^^  storics  told  by  huntcrs.     Huuters  usc  no  discrimi- 

"^'  nation  in  shf)oti ng  seal,  but  kill  everything  that  comes 

near  the  ]>oat.    They  could  not  discriminate  if  they  wanted  to,  as  the 

sex  can  not  be  told  in  the  water.  I  have  never  known 
Nop-i;.xW;Mrth.      ^^^^  ^.^^^^j  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  l^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  watcr,  or  on  the  land 

lu,  fir,t  »j';»v' ';  y.  1*'  anywhere,  except  on  the  Pribilof,  Islands.     Have  never 

Iu/mi-. '''    "  "       **    known  of  seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  anywhere,  except 

rrot«rtir»n  ^'^  ^'*®  PHbilof  Islands.     1  think  that  all  pelagic  seal 

hunting  should  be  stoi)j»ecl  for  a  numl>er  of  years,  and 
give  the  seal  a  chance  to  increase,  and  if  this  is  not  done  they  will 
soon  become  exterminated. 

O.  Holm, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  3d  of  ^lay,  1892. 

A.  W\  Layender, 
United  ^States  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  A\f  YoJiansen,  Healer. 

I»KLAOIC  SEALING. 

Alf  Yohansen,  being  duly  sworn,  deimses  and  says: 
Rxprriimrfi.  I  fesidc  iu  Seattle;  am  a  hunter  by  occupation ;  have 

liiint<^d  seids  two  seasons;  one  season  on  the  San  Jose^ 
as  hunter,  and  now  as  hunter  on  the  schooner  A(2t;tiiture.  Begin  to  humt 
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seal  off  San  Francisco  in  Febroaiy,  and  followed  tliemnp  the  coast  as  £Eur 
as  Sliumakin  Islands,  which  we  reached  the  last  of  June. 
The  seal  all  disappeared  from  there  at  this  time.    The     ^'«™*«»'*- 
shotgun  is  used  altogether  for  taking  seaL    About  33^  per  cent  of  tl^e 
seal  shot  are  lost.    We  use  no  discrimination  in  killing  seal,  but  shoot 
everything  that  coiues  near  the  boat.    Quite  a  num- 
ber of  yearlings  were  taken.    About  50  per  cent  of  the  j^in^^-^ri^"^**®  mi- 
seals  taken  by  me  have  been  cows  with  pup.    Never 
killed  but  one  old  bull  in  my  life  and  that  was  near  ^^^^  pr^gmmt 
Kodiak  Island.    Took  quite  a  number  of  young  males,    ®™**®*^ 
I  should  think  two  and  three  year  olds.    Hunters  always  shoot  a  seal 
in  the  head  when  they  can  do  so.    If  we  can't  shoot  them  in  the  head 
we  shoot  them  in  the  chest  if  possible.    What  seals  we  have  seen 
this  year  are  very  wild  and  hard  to  get  at.    The  cause  of  their  being 
wild  is  the  indiscriminate  shooting  of  them  in  the  water.    I  have  never 
seen  any  pups  born  in  the  water,  nor  have  I  ever  heard     ^^  pei»gio  births 
of  any  fur-seal  hauling  up  on  the  land  anywhere  in       ®p~^® 
Alaska.    I  have  not  seen  a  ftir-seal  within  5  miles  of  the  land  along 
the  Alaskan  coast.    I  think  there  should  be  a  closed  season  established 
some  part  of  the  year,  so  they  could  have  a  rest,  as  the     pj^t^tion 
constant  hunting  of  them  in  tiie  open  waters  is  soon 
going  te  destroy  them. 

Alp  Yohansen. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  te  before  me  this  12th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 


Deposition  of  James  H.  Lennan^  scaler  {master). 

PEIiAGIO  SEALING. 

James  E.  Lennan,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  I  reside  at 
Port  Townsend,  State  of  Washington,  and  am  by  occupation  master  and 
pilot  of  steam  vessels  in   the  waters  of  the  PaciAc 
Ocean  coastwise  to  the  Bering  Sea.    I  have  had  eight-     Experience, 
een  years'  experience  in  the  waters  of  Alaska,  and  am 
well  acquainted  witli»the  Northwest  Coast  from  San  Francisco  to  Attn 
Island,  inchiding  Bering  Sea  and  its  coast  line.    I  have  sailed  as  mas- 
ter of  trading  and  supply  vessels  for  a  number  of  years     schooner       issr 
in  Alaska,  and  in  the  year  1887  was  master  of  a  seal-         ****"**^      ' 
ing  schooner  clearing  from  Victoria.    We  had  eight  canoes  and  sixteen 
West  coast  Indian  hunters,  who  used  spears  and  shot-  -  ^  ^^^ 
guns,  the  former  almost  entirely,  however.    Of  all  the        ^™^  " 
fur-seals  struck  in  the  entire  season  by  both  imple-     Seoued  more  than 
n)(*nt8  more  than  two-thirds  were  actually  secured,  the  ^iSf^t.  ™**'*^y 
greater  proportion  of  losses  resi:dting  from  the  use  of 
tlie  sliotgun.    We  left  Vancouver  Island  on  the  1st  of  June,  and  on  the 
Dtli  of  the  same  month,  when  off  Baranoff  Island,  put  over  the  hunting 
cinoea  for  the  first  time.    We  stayed  with  the  main 
licrd  of  the  seals  until  the  26th  of  Jiine,  foUowing  them  an%^g^Sig*?* 
along  the  coast  to  the  vicinity  of  Gape  St.  Elias,  where 
we  left  them  and  stood  across  to  the  entrance  to  Akutan  Pass,  occa- 
sionally taking  a  few  fur-seals. 
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Sealing  operations  were  resumed  on  July  18  to  the  south\^'ard  of  the 

Fox  Islands,  and  on  the  23d  we  entered  Bering  Sea, 
ontl^rin|.^^*'   ^***  ***  wliere  we  remained  fourteen  days,  at  the  end  of  that 

time  returning  to  Vancouver  Island,  which  was  reached 

on  the  28th  of  August.     We  had  a  good  catch,  having  taken  1,400 

r.i  1  ««««oa4         skins,  more  than  1,000  of  wliich  we  secured  on  the 

CntcL  on  coast.  ,7      ^^  „  ^,      i    ai.  ^^  „^  .  ..  -, 

coast.  Of  the  latter  more  than  7i>  per  cent  were  lemale 
roJtTmau«^ofwh^irh  P^lts,  and  of  tliesc  about  GO  per  cent  were  taken  from 
CO  per  cent  pregnant,  prcgiiaut  COWS.  lu  l)cring  Sca,  whcre  we  obtained 
Half  in  Bering  Sea  about  400  skins,  malcs  and  fem.ales  in  about  equal 
females,  mosUy  nurs-  numbcrs  wcrc  takcu.  The  females  were  mostly  nurs- 
^"^'  ing  cows,  while  the  nmles  were  young  ones,  between 

the  ages  of  2  and  5  years.  I  examined  the  stomachs  of  the  fur-seals 
j,^^^  taken  in  Bering  Sea  during  the  month  of  July,  1887, 

and  found  the  greater  number  to  contain  Alaska  mack- 
erel.   This  goes  to  show  clearly  that  at  that  season  of  the  year  this  fisli 

constitutes  an  important  item  in  the  diet  of  the  fur- 

niUes^TOm  iSands^^  ^^*    ^^^'^J^^S  fur-scal  COWS  wcrc  fouud  iu  July  as  far 
es  rom      n    .      ^^  ^^  milcs  to  the  southward  of  the  Pribih)f  Islands 

in  Bering  Sea,  feeding  on  mackerel  as  above.  It  is  impossible  to  dis- 
tinguish between  males  and  females  of  the  fur-seal  species  in  the  water 
at  sea,  excepting  large  bulls,  and  no  ellbrt  is  mad(»  to  do  so.    The  object 

is  to  get  all  the  marketable  skins  possible,  and  the 
kinhit'!"*^^*"'*"***  killing  is  consequently  indiscriminate.    The  pelts  of 

large  bulls,  whose  fur  is  coarse  and  of  little  value,  and 
of  yearlings  of  both  sexes,  whose  skins  are  too  small,  not  being  strictly 
** marketable"  skins,  they  were  not  taken. 
I  have  never  known  of  fur-seal  pups  being  born  on  patches  of  floating 

kelp,  or  in  the  water,  at  sea,  or  anywhere  in  fact,  save  on 
p(«Hibte.^  ^"^^^  *"'    regular  rookeries,  neither  do  I  believe  it  possible  for 

them  to  be  reared  successfully  under  any  other  cir- 
cumstances. During  my  travels  in  Alaskan  waters,  1  have  made  ex- 
tensive investigations  concerning  the  existence  of  fur-seal  rookeries, 

especially  about  the  region  of  Cooks  Inlet  and  Prince 
tho'^isianas!  ^°'^  **°  William  Sound,  where  rookeries  have  been  reported  to 

exist,  as  well  as  those  places  where  fur-seals  are  an- 
nually observed  in  the  greatest  numbers.  1  am,  therefore,  positive  in 
my  belief  that  no  such  fur-seal  rookeries,  or  other  places  where  fur-seals 
haul  out  on  the  land  to  breed,  exist  in  Alaska  with  the  exception  of 
those  on  the  seal  islands  of  Bering  Sea.    In  my  opinion,  fur-seal  life 

has  not  only  enormously  decreased  in  numbers  since 

ccrcaae.  1886,  but  it  has  bccomc  greatly  scattered,  and  grown 

wild(T  and  more  timid,  forsaking  many  ])laces  where  they  were  formerly 

to  be  found  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  engaged  in  feeding.    This  I 

attribute  to  the  large  number  of  vessels  engaged  iu  killing  fur-seals 

indiscriminately  at  sea,  and  believe  that  in  order  to 
^^rrohibition  necos-  preserve  the  species  from  actual  and  speedy  extermi- 
nation all  pelagic  hunting  should  be  stopped  absolutely, 
and  the  waters  of  Bering  Sea  closed. 

jA]vrEs  E.  Lennan. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Mukuay, 
United  ISiates  Trcasut-y  AgenU 
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DqMsitian  of  Thomas  Lowfj  half -breed  Indian  sealer. 

PELAGIO  SEAUNa. 

State  of  WASHiwaTON, 

County  of  Clallamj  ss : 

Thomas  Lowe,  being  duly  swom^  deposes  and  says :    I  speak  the 
Euglish  language  fairly  well,  and  can  interpret  the  Chi- 
nook and  Indian  languages.    I  am  a  half-breed  Indian     Experience, 
and  belong  to  the  Ghallam  tribe,  and  am  30  years  of 
age.    I  reside  on  Whidby  Island,  and  am  by  occupation  a  hunter  and 
have  been  engaged  in  hunting  seals  for  the  last  eight  years.    I  went 
to  the  Bering  Sea  in  1889,  on  the  schooner  James  O, 
Swan,  and  again  in  1 891  on  the  schooner  Lottie,    These  i^^t^]  igw  *  * ' 
two  seasons  are  the  only  ones  in  which  I  have  been  in        '        '      * 
the  Bering  Sea.    During  the  other  seasons  I  sealed  in  the  Strait  of 
San  Juan  de  Fuca  and  along  the  coast  between  the  Columbia  Eiver 
and  the  northern  end  of  Vancouver  Island.    During     ^^ 
the  first  seven  years  I  used  the  spear  in  hunting  seals.        •■?««»• 
This  year  I  have  used  the  shotgun  part  of  the  time.    On  my  last  trip 
this  year,  when  hunting  seals  oS  the  cax>e,  I  caught  10  seals,  5  of 
which  had  pups  in  them;  the  rest  of  them  were  from  1  to  2  years 
old,  part  male  and  part  female.    I  think  that  fully     on^-haif  of  coMt 
one-half  of  the  seals  caught  along  the  coast  are  fidl-  catch  ftiii-inwup«eg. 
grown  females  with  pups  in  them.     We  sometimes  "«»*co^«- 
catch  a  few  medium-sized  males,  the  rest  being  younger  ones,  both 
male  and  female.    I  have  never  killed  nor  saw  a  cow  in  milk,  along 
the  coast,  nor  one  that  had  recently  given  birth  to  her  young.    I  know 
of  no  place  on  the  coast  where  they  haul  out  upon  the     d©  not  haul  up  on 
land  and  breed,  nor  do  I  believe  they  give  birth  to  ®*^*:  y^     .  ' 

, ,     .  'A-  X  XI      1     1  ^®*  *><*™  "*  water 

their  young  m  the  water,  or  on  the  kelp.  or  on  keip. 

In  1889  I  hunted  in  the  Bering  Sea  from  80  to  100  miles  oft  the  Priby- 
lov  Islands.    Two-thirds  of  our  catch  were  cows  in     cows  in  miik  taken 
milk.    In  1891 1  again  went  to  Bering  Sea.    I  think  I  from  so  to  loo  miles 
noticed  fewer  seals  that  year  than  I  did  in  1889.   Seals  fi^""*"^^-- 
aloug  the  coast  are  not  near  as  plentiful  now  as  they  were  when  I  first 
began  to  hunt  them.    I  used  to  catch  9  or  10  seals     tw-,,,^ 
in  one  day;  but  they  are  so  shy,  and  so  scarce  now, 
that  a  canoe  does  not  get  that  many  in  a  month.     White  hunters,  in 
numbers,  commenced  to  hunt  them  around  Cape  Flattery,  with  guns, 
about  six  years  ago,  and  since  that  time  the  seals  have  decreased  very 
rapidly. 

Thomas  Lowe. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A  D. 
1892. 

[L.  s.]  Clarenojs  p.  Brown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington^ 

Residing  at  Port  Angeles^  Wash. 


Deposition  of  If.  B.  Miller ^  assistant  scientist  on  board  the  Albatross. 

HABITS. 

K  B.  Miller,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  I  am  an  assistant 
iu  the  scientific  department  of  the  tJ.  S.  Fish  Commis- 
sion steamer  Albatross.    I  have  made  five  cruises  in     Kxperieiwe. 
Alaskan  waters,  viz:  In  the  year  1888|  along  the  ooast 


372  TESTIMONY 

from  XJimlaska  to  Middleton  Island;  in  the  year  1880,  through  the  In- 
land i)assages  of  soutlieastern  Alaska  as  far  north  as  Cliilkoot  Inlet; 
in  the  year  1800,  through  the  Bristol  Bay  region  and  the  Aleutian  Is- 
lands as  far  west  as  Umnak  Island;  in  the  year  1801,  to  the  Pribilof 
Islands  in  Bering  Sea;  and  in  the  month  of  April,  1802,  in  the  Gulf  of 
Alaska  from  Kadiak  Island  to  Prinee  William  Simnd,  going  into  Cook 

Inlet  as  far  as  Coal  Harbor.    I  have  never  seen  nor 
the  Hcai  iBbrnd"!^  **°  heard  of  any  fur-seal  rookeries  in  the  northern  hemi- 
sphere other  than  those  on  the  several  seal  islands  of 
Bering  Sea;  and  have  never  seen  fur-seals  in  great  abundance  save  on 
and  near  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

K  B.  Miller. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  April,  1802. 

Joseph  Miukay, 
United  iStak's  Treasury  Agent 


Deposition  of  Nelson  T.  Oliver^  scaler, 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Nelson  T.  Oliver,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  native 

.  of  !New  Bedford,  ^lass.,  and  I  am  58  years  old.    I  am 

xperienco.  ^  resident  of  Port  Townsend,  where  I  have*  lived  for  the 

l^ast  twenty  years.   I  followed  sea-i'aring  life  tiom  the  time  I  was  15  years 

old  until  18S8.     I  {iceompanied  Capt.  Jacobs  on  board 
iroiUf  Adams,  1888.  ^j^^  ^^^^^-^^  Adams,  sealing  schooner,  in  February,  1888. 

We  left  Port  Townsend  in  February  and  cruised  along  the  coast  from 
Grays  Harbor  to  Kyoquot  Sound,  Our  crew  were  all  white  men,  of 
whom  twelve  were  hunters  arnu^d  with  shotguns.  We  n^turned  to  Port 
Townsend  in  May,  and  in  the  three  months'  cruise  we  made  a  catch  of 

7(M)  seal  skins.     Not  being  hunters  of  exx>erience,  our 
A\  aste  of  i.fH.  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  .^^^^^^^  t  WO  tliirds  of  all  t\w  steals  shot.    Good 

huntc^rs  wcmld  not  h)se  to  exceed  25  per  cent.     In  the  beginning  of  the 

season  we  killed  mostly  yearling    seals,  but  as  the 

taLn^'cm- 1 o "nt.  *^**^'*  scasou  udvanccs  we  got  almost  all  mothers  in  young 

in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Flattery  or  from  the  Columbia 

Kiver  to  Vancouver.     Sex  can  not  be  distinguished  while  the  seals  are 

in  the  water,  nor  do  tiie  hunters  tiv  t4>  do  so,  for  they 

^^ii,di8.riiniuutokiii.  i^iij  everything  they  can  shoot.    I  am  notable  to  say 

whether  the  seal  herd  is  decreasing,  but  it  is  rea^^on- 
"^"*®"  able  to  supjmse  that  where  they  are  hunted  and  har- 

assed at  all  times  by  so  many  hunters  they  are  sure  to  be  driven  from 
their  usual  haunts,  if  not  totally  destroyed. 

Nelson  T.  Oliver. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  May,  1892. 

Joseph  yiuRKAi^, 
United  States  Treasury  AgenU 
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Deposition  of  Z.  L.  Ta/nner^  lieutentrnt-commandery  XJ.  S.  Naxy. 

PELAaiO  SBAI^INa. 

State  of  Washington, 

Port  Totonsend,  Jefferson  Oownty,  ss: 

Z.  L.  Tanner  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  lieutenant- 
commander  in  the  U.  S.  Navy.  I  have  made  five  craises 
in  Alaskan  waters  in  command  of  the  Fish  Commission  BzpMenoe. 
steamer  AlbatrosSjJiow  temi)orarily  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  Kevenne  Marine,  as  follows,  viz:  1 4effc  San  Francisco 
July  4, 1888,  for  the  north,  via  Esquimalt  and  Departure  Bay,  where  we 
called  ibr  coal.  Arriving  off  the  west  end  of  IJnalaska  Island  on  the 
21st,  commenced  exploring  the  coast  in  the  interest  of  the  fisheries, 
soundings  being  run  from  shore  to  the  100-fathom  line.  Arrived  at  Uiu: 
link,  Unalaska  Island,  on  the  23d,  and  sailed  on  the\28th.  Explora- 
tions extended  to  the  Fox  Islands  Passes,  the  Sannaks,  and  to  the 
Shumagin  Islands.  Called  at  Sand  Point  (or  Humboldt  Harbor),  Eagle 
Harbor,  and  Yukon  Hai'bor,  in  the  latter  group.  Besuming  the  work 
of  exploration,  it  was  carriea  to  Mitrofania  Bay,  where  we  called,  and 
thence  to  Kadiak  Island,  stopping  at  old  Harbor  and  Port  Hobron. 
The  extensive  banks  off  the  south  coast  of  Kadiak  were  examined  and  a 
call  made  at  St.  Paul,  the  most  important  settlement  in  that  region. 
Leaving  the  latter  place,  th»  work  of  exploration  included  the  Portlock 
Bank,  and  thence  t^  Middleton  Island,  where  a  landing  was  made. 
Soundings  were  then  carried  in  the  direction  of  the  report^  position  oi 
the  Pamplona  Eocks,  for  which  an  unsuccessful  search  was  made. 
Thence  we  proceeded  to  Departure  Bay,  Puget  Sound,  the  coasts  oi 
Washington  and  Oregen,  and  to  San  Francisco,  arriving  October  21, 

I  left  San  Francisco  on  the  21st  of  May,  1889,  and  was  engaged  in 
deep  sea  exploration  on  the  coasts  of  Oregon  and  Washington  until 
July  7,  then  made  a  trip  to  southeastern  Alaska  through  the  Inland 
Passa ges, visiting  Fort  Tongass,  New  Metlahoatlah  (Port  Chester),  Karta 
Bay,  Port  Wrangell,  Sitka,  Pavlof  Harbor,  Glacier  Bay,  Hoonyah,  Chil- 
kat,  Chilkoot  and  Juneau.  Beturned  to  Tacoma  on  July  28th,  calling  at 
Victoria,  Port  Town  send  and  Seattle  en  route.  I  sailed  for  the  North  on 
on  the  5th  of  May,  1890,  via  Departure  Bay,  British  Columbia,  and 
commenced  the  examination  of  the  region  from  the  Sannaks  to  XJnimak 
Pass  on  the  21st,  arriving  in  Unalaska  on  the  23d.  The  work  of  the 
season  included  the  exploration  of  the  northern  coasts  of  Unalaska^ 
XJnimak,  the  Alaska  Peninsula,  and  the  northern  shores  of  Bristol  Bay 
to  the  Kuskowim  Eiver.  The  Slime  Bank  and  Baird  Bank  were  devel- 
oped in  Bristol  Bay.  A  survey  was  made  of  the  lower  Nushagak  Biver, 
the  entrance  to  Port  Moller,  and  Herendeen  Bay.  Deep-sea  explora- 
tion was  extended  to  58°  43'  north  and  longitude  176o  3(y  west,  pass- 
ing near  the  100-fathom  line,  70  miles  to  the  westward  of  the  PribUofe. 
Ijeft  Bering  Sea  August  26th,  arriving  in  San  Francisco  September 
2()th,  via  Departure  Bay^  Port  Townsend,  and  the  California  coast* 
where  we  were  engaged  in  deep-sea  exploration  from  the  21st  to  the 
25th.  I  sailed  again  for  Bering  Sea  July  16,  1891,  g^^^  ^^  Berinai 
having  on  board  the  United  States  Commissioners  to  sea  with  uniteS 
the  Seal  Islands.  We  arrived  at  Unalaska  July  26th,  states  Comiiiii«ioiierB 
and  were  at  the  Pribilof  Islands  from  the  28th  to  August  10th.  Left  the 
sea  on  the  13th  of  August,  and  reached  San  Francisco  September  16th| 
via  Departure  Bay,  Esqumalt  and  Fuget  Soimd.    On  the  19ih  day  of 
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March,  1892, 1  sailed  from  San  Francisco  for  Alaskan  waters,  via  Port 
Townsend  and  Seattle. 

The  cruise  had  special  reference  to  the  migration  of  the  far-seal  h<»rd 
and  their  relation  to  the  localities  visited  by  us;  in  other  words,  we 
were  to  ascertain  whether  there  were  fur-seal  rookeries  in  Cooks  Inlet 
or  Prince  William  Sound,  whether  they  hauled  out  or  attempted  to 
haul  out  there,  or,  in  fact,  anywhere  in  Alaska  outside  of  the  Pribilot 
Islands.  The  following  places  were  visited  in  the  order  named:  Port 
Graham,  with  its  tributary  settlement  of  Fort  Alexander,  having  a 
poimlation  of  120,  all  Aleuts  except  one  white  man,  the  agent  of  the 
Alaska  Ccmimercial  Company.  The  men  are  hunters.  Chesloknu  Bay, 
with  its  village  of  Soldovoi,  having  a  mixed  population  of  Aleuts  and 
Kenai  Indians,  numbering  103,  and  four  white  men.  The  natives  are 
hunters.  Coal  Point,  population  11,  all  white,  occui)ied  in  holding 
possession  of  coal  claims.  Some  of  them  having  had  numy  years  ex- 
perience in  the  Territory,  were  able  to  give  miu;li  valuable  testimony, 
St.  Paul,  Kadiak,  population  3<S0, 05  of  whom  are  white,  the  remainder 
Creoles  and  Aleuts.  The  native  men  and  nearly  all  of  the  whites  are 
hunters.  Wood  Island,  near  St.  Paul,  has  a  population  of  193,  includ- 
ing three  whites,  the  natives  being  mostly  hunters.  Owing  to  a  severe 
winter  and  late  spring,  the  men  were  still  at  home,  and  we  were  able  to 
procure  affidavits  from  35  whites  and  55  native  hunters,  who  had  i)ra(i- 
tical  knowledge  of  the  subject  in  the  regions  in  which  tliey  were  in  the 
habit  of  hunting.  The  regular  woi  k  of  th^  Albatross  is  deep-sea  exi)lo- 
ration,  the  discovery  and  develoi)nient  of  fishing  grounds,  and,  not  in- 
frequently, purely  scientific  investigation  in  noinial  ocean  depths  far 
outside  of  the  range  of  economic  species. 

1  have  been  engaged  in  this  work  marly  fourteen  years,  during  wlii<'li 
time  it  has  been  a  part  of  my  duty  to  acquire  inforniation  concerning 
the  seal  and  its  life.  This  has  been  done  not  only  liom  personal  expe- 
lience  and  observations,  but  by  questioning  jjractical  men,  such  as 
intelligent  mariners,  fishermen,  and  hunters.  l*elagic  sealing  has  been 
a  frequent  subject  of  conversation  and  argument  with  me  since  my 
fiist  northern  cruise  in  1888,  and  I  have  reached  the  following  conclu- 
sions : 

First.  Pelagic sealingiswasteful,asalargepercentage 
wr»fefS/.^  aoaiing  of  scals  killed  are  lost.    Opinions  on  that  point,  vary- 
ing from  30  to  70  per  cent. 
s.x   iiMiistinciiiBii-       Sccoud.  The  scxcs  cau  not  be  distinguished  in  the 
cT'iminUe"kiiiiDg.''*''*'  wutcr,  (»xce]»t  old  males,  and  both  sexes  and  all  sizes 

are  killed  indiscriminately. 
Third.  Of  the  seals  killed,  finmi  00  to  70  per  cent  are  females,  which 

during  their  northerly  migration  are  heavy  with  young, 
ni:aV"i VaVi'n?"""*  ^^'  ^^^^  ^**  movcmeut,  and  requiie an  extra  amount'of  rest 

and  sleep,  thus  largely  increasing  their  liability  to  suc- 
cessful attack. 
,,   ,.    .  Fourth.  The  female  killed,  the  death  of  the  unborn 

Ikatl)  of  pups.  ,.  1,  ,     .,.  ,       ,\      , 

pnp  lollows,  entailing  a  double  h)ss. 

Filth.  Seals  killed  in  Bering  Sea  alter  the  birth  of  the  pu])S  aie  largely 

Fiiinii.« fordin        "'othcr  scals,  and  the  farther  they  are  found  from  the 

iin«  i«  vv<  ing.      jj^iandg  the  greater  the  percentage  will  be.    The  reason 

for  this  seeming  paradox  is  very  simple.    The  young  males,  having  no 

family  resi)onsibilities,  can  afford  to  hunt  nearer  home,  where  food  can 

be  found  if  suflBcient  time  is  devoted  to  the  search.    The  mother  does 

not  leave  her  young  except  when  necessity  compels  her  to  seek  food  for 
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its  sustenance.    She  can  not  afford  to  waste  time  on  feeding  grounds 

already  oecu])ied  by  younger  and  more  active  feeders; 

hence  she  makes  the  best  of  her  way  to  richer  fields,  ^heTkiUed"^**^^"' 

farther  away,  gorges  herself  with  food,  then  seeks  rest 

and  a  quiet  nap  on  the  surface.    Under  these  conditions  she  sleeps 

soundly,  and  becomes  an  easy  victim  to  the  watchful  hunter. 

Sixtli.  A  dcmble  waste  occurs  when  the  mother  seal  is  killed,  as  the 
pup  will  surely  starve  to  death.    A  mother  seal  will 
give  sustenance  to  no  pup  but  her  own.    I  saw  sad  o^pSps^ouiy?*^^"^ 
evidences  of  this  waste  on  St.  Paul  Island  last  season, 
where  large  numbers  of   pups  were  lying  about  the 
rookeries,  where  they  had  died  of  starvation.  Bead  pups. 

Seventli.  The  number  of  seals  on  the  Pribilof  Islands 
is  decreasing.    I  saw  x>ositive  proof  of  this  on  St.  Paul     ^^^^roase. 
Island  last  season. 

Eighth.  Pups  can  not  swim  at  birth,  hence  the  female  can  not  give 
birth  to  her  young  in  the  water  without  sacrificing 
its  life.     I  have  seen  thousands  of  pups  learning  to  ^^^"5?®  °***  ^^^  *° 
swim  at  the  rookeries   on  St.  Paul,  and  their  early 
efforts  were  quite  as  awkward  as  those  of  a  boy  when  taking  his  first 
dip.    Their  trouble  seems  to  be  to  keep  iheir  heads  above  water. 

Ninth.  The  present  practice  in  pelagic  sealing  is  to  shoot  them  from 
a  boat  with  a  shotgun  and  secure  them  with  a  short-     _,    .. 
handled  gaff.     If  kiUed  instiwitly,  they  are  apt  to  sink,     ^*'*^*'°^  '^^*- 
unless  picked  up  immediately.    If  wounded,  they  may     Many  sink, 
be  gaffed  in  their  '^flurry." 

Tenth.  Pelagic  sealing  should  be  suppressed  as  far  as  practicable. 
A  protected  zone  around  the  islands,  extending  100 
miles  from  them  would  not  be  effective,  even  if  the  ^J™***'*^""  °®'^^** 
limits  were  respected. 

Eleventh.  The  preservation  of  the  rookeries  requires  the  suppression 
of  pelagic  sealing,  at  least  in  Bering  Sea,  and  in  the     c     ^  «      * 

*       1.    ,         .    .    ."'       «  , ,  o  7  Sappression  of  pc- 

immediate  vicinity  of  the  passes.  laglc    aeaUng    necea- 

Z.  L.  Tanner,  ■»^- 

lAeutenant- Commander ^  U.  8.  Navy. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  James  G.  Swan,  a  notary  public  in 
and  for  the  State  of  Washington,  residing  at  Port  Townsend,  this  Oth 
day  of  May,  A.  D.  1892. 

[seal.]  James  Q-.  Swan, 

Notary  Fublic, 
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Deposition  of  Bowachup,  Mdkah  Indian,  sealer. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam,  ss: 

l^owa-chnp,  bein^  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  native  Makah 
Indian,  and  reside  on  the  reservation  at  Xeali  Bay,  State  of  Wasli- 
in^ton,  United  States  of  Anieriea,  and  am  about  40  years  of  age. 
I  have  been  en^a*»:ed  in  seal  hunting  ever  since  I  wa«  a  boy.  Until 
about  ten  or  twelve  years  ajjo  I  used  t<)  seal  alon^?  the  coast  iu 
lar^e  canoes  from  10  to  18  miles  from  Cape  Flattery  and  in  the 
Straits  of  San  Juan  de  Fuca.  At  first  I  was  a  paddler,  and  after- 
wards I  became  a  spearman.  In  those  days  there  were  a  great  many 
seals  in  the  water,  and  they  would  go  in  bands  of  15  or  20  together. 
About  five  or  six  years  ago  1  commenced  to  hunt  in  smaller  canoes  that 
were  taken  out  to  sea  in  schooners.  I  hunted  with  spears  all  of  the 
time.  I  have  never  killed  any  full-grown  cows  on  the  coast  that  did 
not  have  pups  in  them,  and  1  have  hunted  all  the  way  from  the  Colum- 
bia Kiver  to  Barclay  Sound.  I  do  not  know  of  anyplace  along  the 
coast  where  seals  haid  out  upon  the  land,  nor  have  1  ever  heard  of  such 

a  place,  and  I  have  never  killed  anv  full-grown  cows 

young  in  the  water  nor  on  the  kelp;  if  they  did  they 
would  be  drowned  and  die. 
1  was  in  the  Bearing  Sea  in  1889  on  the  schooner  James  O,  Sican,  but 

<^^^^  "^>^  ^i^^^*'  shotguns.    Most  all  the  seals  we  caught 

J ajn f s  Q.  ii lean, loSQ.  .    .  •n  -i   *   i  i  At 

were  cows  giving  nnlk,  and  1  have  never  been  there 
rSmof^rfamu^  **  sin(?e.    All  the  seals  along  th(»  coast  go  to  the  Pribylov 

Islands  to  breed.  The  cows  leave  here  in  June  and  the 
omfjui/''*"*^'*'^""*  yearlings  sometime  in  the  middle  of  July.    Seals  were 

very  plenty  in  the  straits  and  around  the  cape  until 

about  six  years  ago,  when  the  white  hunters  came  in  schooners  and 

with  shotguns  and  commenced  to  kill  them  all  off,  and  now  there  is  none 

Tx      _  in  the  straits,  and  we  can  not  get  but  one  or  two  where 

we  used  to  get  eight  or  ten.    They  are  very  shy  and 

wild  and  are  decreasing  very  rapidly.    A  good  many  of  the  seals  tiiat 

I  have  caught  in  the  last  three  or  four  years  have  shot  in  them,  and 

some  have  been  badly  wounded.    I  have  seen  white  honters  shooting 

376 
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seals  out  in  tbe  sea,  aod  they  lose  a  great  inauy  more  tlian  they  get, 
and  we  sometimes  capture  some  of  those  that  they  have  badly  wounded. 

BowA-CHUP  (his  X  mark). 
Witnesses : 

John  P.  McGlinn. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 

[SEAL.]  Clarence  P.  Brown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington. 


Deposition  of  Peter  Brown^  Mahah  Indian  chief  sealer  (master). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam,  ss: 

Peter  Brown,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  the  native 
chief  of  the  Makah  Indians;  am  about  55  years  old,  and  reside  on  the 
Neah  Bay  Beservation,  in  the  County  of  Clallam  and  State  of  Wash- 
ington, United  States  of  America.    I  am  acquainted  with  the  habits  of 
my  ixjople  and  the  methods  adopted  by  them  in  hunting 
the  fur  seal.     I  am  the  master  and  one- third  owner  of  E5eH°n^**^^^** 
the  fishing  schooner  James  G,  Swan,    I  have  been  en- 
gaged in  hunting  seals  with  speais,  more  or  less,  all  of  my  life.    For- 
merly, in  the  winter  time,  used  to  hunt  them  in  the  Straits  of  San  Juan 
de  Fuca,  and  in  the  spring  and  summer  time  we  hunted  them  in  canoes 
and  witli  spears  from  10  to  30  miles  off  and  around  Cape  Flattery. 
About  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  we  commenced  carrying  our  canoes  on 
little  seliooners  and  followed  up  along  the  coast  towards  Kadiak.    I 
have  been  a  part  owner  in  a  schooner  lor  about  seven  years,  and  have 
owned  tlie  James  G.  Swan  for  about  three  years.     She     j^^^^  ^  ^^^^ 
is  about  59  tons  burden.    The  other  schooner  was  not       "*'*** 
so  large.    ]\Iy  people  commenced  using  guns  in  seal-     pji^anns  re  laciD 
hunting  about  three  years  ago,  but  they  always  carried  BT^%\uim?  *^*°* 
spears,  and  but  few  of  them  ever  use  guns  unless  em- 
ployed to  do  so  by  white  men.    About  six  or  seven 
years  ago  i  commenced  to  notice  a  decrease  in  the  num-     nocreaae. 
berol  seals  arriving  in  the  straits  and  around  the  cape. 

1  tliink  mon*  than  oiie-lialf  of  all  the  seals  caught  on  the  coast  are 
cows  that  have  pups  in  them.    Cows  caught  in  the  lat- 
ter pait  of  May  and  June  have  black  pups  in  them,  „i'^;"/*-^P™«°"^*'« 
wliicli  we  sometimes  cut  out  and  skin.    1  hunted  in 
iJoring  Sea  in  1880  (that  being  the  only  year  I  ever 
went  to  that  sea)  and  hunted  seals  with  spears  about 
70  miles  southwest  oft"  the  islands,  and  our  catch  was  nearly  all  cows 
tliat  had  given  birth  to  their  young  and  had  milk  in  their  teats.     In 
hauling  with  the  spear  we  don't  lose  many  that  we  hit.    I  never  hunted 
witli  guns,  but  have  caught  a  great  many  seals  that  had  shot  in  them. 
1  know  of  no  pbicic  along  the  coast  where  seah  haul 
out  upon  the  land ;  nor  have  I  ever  heard  of  such  pla<5e;   ooast.^™""^  ^^^  **" 
nor  neither  does  any  of  my  people  know  of  such  a  place. 
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Cow  seals  can  not  give  birth  to  their  young  in  the  water,  or  on  the 

kelj)  and  have  them  live.  I  have  never  seen,  nor  known 

pos^Sfe!*^  ^^^^  ^'    ^^  '"^y  V^^V^j  along  the  coast,  that  were  bom  in  the 

same  year,  and  I  have  never  known  any  cow  seals  to 

be  caught  along  the  coast  that  had  given  birth  to  their  young,  and  in 

whose  breast  there  was  milk,  and  it  is  very  seldom  that  we  catch  a 

full-grown  cow  that  does  not  have  a  pup  in  her. 

White  hunters  came  in  here  about  live  or  six  years  ago  and  com- 

menced  shooting  the  seals  with  guns,  since  which  time 
rcaw. ,  ^j^^y.  have  been  rapidly  decreasing,  and  are  becoming 

very  wild.  When  we  hunt  seals  with  spears  we  creep  upon  them  while 
ashM.»p  on  the  water,  and  spear  them.  A  few  years  ago  my  people 
would  catch  from  eight  to  ten  thousand  seals  each  year,  now  we  get 
only  about  one  thousand  or  less.  I  can  not  tell  the  difference  between 
the  male  and  female  seal  while  in  the  water,  excepting  it  be  an  old  bull. 
In  early  times  none  of  my  tribe  ever  went  any  farther  out  to  sea  than 
from  10  to  30  miles  off  Cape  Flattery,  and  close  inshore  a  few  miles  up  and 
down  the  coast.  They  had  no  other  way  of  hunting,  except  to  go  from 
here  in  canoes.  About  fifteen  years  ago  the  post  trader  induced  some 
of  them  to  put  their  canoes  on  board  ot  a  small  schooner  and  go  out 
from  50  to  75  miles  offshore,  and  to  hunt  along  the  coast  from  Columbia 
River  to  Barchiy  Sound.  In  the  last  five  or  six  years  some  of  my  tribe 
have  bought  and  now  own  four  little  schooners,  and  use  them  to  carry 
their  canoes  and  provisions  when  they  go  any  distance  from  home. 
About  seventeen  of  my  people  have  been  in  the  Bering  Sea  and,  with 
the  possible  exception  of  two  or  three,  none  of  them  were  ever  there  he- 
fore  1887. 
In  1887  the  British  schooner  Alfred  AdamSj  from  Victoria,  British 

Columbia,  came  her«^  and  employed  some  of  my  tribe  to 

L^ttieA8»7.^^^  "*^  ff^  ^^  ^^^^  r>ering  Sea  hunting  seals,  and  the  schooner 

Jjottie,  owned  by  the  Indians,  also  went  irom  here  in 
that  year. 

In  1S80  and  1891  some  of  my  people  went  on  schooners,  as  hunters, 
to  Berhig  Sea.    At  no  other  times  have  any  of  them  been  in  those 

A  ar  off  ca  le  ^"^<'^'^'  '^'^^<'  fui-scals  ap])ear  off  Cape  Flattery  and  in 
T'ia«m*^ai.ont  iji8t\Tf  the  Straits  of  San  Juan  de  Fuca  about  the  last  of  I)e- 
iiSinidtuJof  jS^^^^  cember  and  go  and  come  until  about  the  middle  of  June, 

but  yearlings  and  2  year  olds  remain  considerably 
later.     Seals  used  to  be  very  numerous  along  the  coast  about  Cape 
Decrease  Flattery,  and  no  decrease  was  ever  noticed  in  their  num- 

bers until  soon  after  the  white  hunters  came  around 
here — about  seven  years  ag(>,  and  commenced  shooting  them.    Since 
that  time  they  have  decreased  fast  and  have  become  very  shy. 
I  think  they  will  all  be  killed  oft'  if  they  ke(»p  hunting  them  with  guns. 

The  spears  with  which  my  people  hunt  seals  almost 
Bttly!'**^^*^""    °®*^'  exclusively  is  similar  to  the  harpoon  used  by  us  in 

killing  whales,  only  it  is  smaller.  It  h<as  a  handle 
about  14  feet  long,  that  will  come  off  when  the  harpoon  sinks  into  the 
seal,  and  the  iron  head  is  secured  to  the  boat  with  a  line  about  70  feet 
lowf:^.  In  throwing  the  spear  we  use  both  hands,  and  if  we  hit  are 
abnost  sure  to  get  him. 

hia 

Petek  X  Brown. 

niork. 

Witness: 

John  P.  McGlinn. 
0.  E.  Gay. 
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Subscribed  aud  sworu  to  before  me  on  tliis  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1S92. 
[SEAL.]  Clarence  P.  Brown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington. 


Deposition  of  Landis  Gallapa^  MaJcah  Indian^  sealer, 

PELAaiC  SEALING. 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam,  ss : 

Landis  Callapa,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  about  45 
years  old,  and  am  a  native  Makali  Indian.    I  reside  on 
the  reservation  at  the  Neah  Bay  Agtocy,  county  of     Experience. 
Clallam,  State  of  Washington,  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, and  am,  by  occupation,  a  hunter  and  a  fisherman.    Iluave been  en- 
gaged in  hunting  seals  all  my  life,  and  have  always  used  the  spear,  and 
went  in  canoes.    Formerly  we  went  around  the  cape 
in  canoes,  but  for  the  last  fifteen  years  1  have  fre-        ^^  ^     °^' 
quently  gone  out  on   small  schocmers,  from  10  to  80  miles  around 
the  cape,  up  and  down  the  coast  from  100  to  200  miles.    We  take 
our  canoes  on  the  vessel  and  use  them  after  we  get  to  the  sealing 
grounds.    On  my  last  sealing  cruise  this  spring  we  caught  five  seals; 
two  of  them  were  females  and  had  pups  in  them;  three  of  them  were 
young  and  smaller  seals  and  had  black   whiskers.    None  but  full- 
grown  cows  have  white  whiskers,  but  young  cows  and  young  bulls  have 
black  whiskers.    About  half  of  all  the  seals  captured  along  the  colist 
have  white  whiskers,  and  are  cows  with  pups  in  them.    Most  allfuU- 
gr()wn  cows  that  are  caught  have  pups  in  them.    Once, 
late  in  the  season,  I  caught  a  full-grown  barren  cow  maf^^.*^^^'^**^*'***^^" 
with  white  whiskers.     I  can  not  distinguish  male  seals 
from  female  at  a  distance  in  the  water,  unless  it  be  an  old  bull  with  a 
long  wig. 

1  know  of  no  i)lace  where  se<als  haul  out  upon  the  land  to  breed  on 
this  coast;  nor  (lo  I  think  that  they  give  birth  to  their     ^^  ,    ,. 

'      ,,       ,     ,  ^.  T  1  '11     1  •  -n     i.1  -^o  naulmg  out  on 

young  upon  the  kelp.    Once  I  kuled  a  cow  m  muk,the  coast. 

only  one  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  known  being  caught     None  bom  on  kci p. 

on  the  coast.     Seals  used  to  be  very  plentiful  around     Decrease. 

the  cape  and  in  the  Strait  of  San  Juan  de  Fuca,  but 

they  have  been  rapidly  decreasing  during  the  last  five  or  six  years. 

We  were  out  sealing  a  short  time  ago  and  captured  but  five  seals.     A 

few  years  ago,  during  the  same  x)eriod  of  time,  we  would  have  caught 

about  sixty.    They  are  wilder  now  and  more  diflicidt  to  catch,  and  will 

soon  be  destroyed  if  guns  are  used  in  huntiug  them. 

Seals  appear  olf  this  coast  the  latter  part  of  December,  i^^'^JJP^^q^j.^  of  Dot^em* 

and  are  gone  by  the  michlle  of  July.    Cows  appear  to  ber.***^  ^"^  ^     **^*'"™ 

leave  earlier  than  the  younger  ones.     I  scarcely  ever 

see  an  old  bull  along  the  coast,  and  it  is  seldom  we  ever  catch  one. 

liis 

Landis  x  Callapa. 

Witness:  mark. 

John  r.  McGlinn. 

0.  E.  (iAY. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mo  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 

1892. 

[seal.]  Clarence  P.  Brown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington. 
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Deimsition  of  Circus  Jim,  Makah  Indianj  sealer. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam,,  88  : 

Circas  Jim,  bein*?  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  s<ays:  I  am  about  35  yeara 

old,  and  am  a  native  Makah  Indian.    I  reside  ou  the  In- 
Experieiicc.  diau   reservation  at    Xeah   Bay,  in  Clallam  County, 

State  of  Wasliin<rton,  Unit<id  States  of  America.  I 
am  by  occupation  a  hunter  an<l  tisherman.  I  have  been  engaged  at 
liunting  seals  for  about  seventeen  years.  In  early  times,  and  until 
within  the  last  ten  years,  I  hunted  seals  with  si)ears  in  canoes.  During 
the  last  ten  years  I  liave  been  sealing  up  and  down  the  coast  in  schocm- 
ersj  but  used  spt^ars  all  of  the  time.  When  we  used  canoes  exclu- 
sively I  used  to  hunt  and  capture  seals  about  30  miles  in  the  Straits  of 
San  Juan  de  Fuca.     S(»als  used  to  be  jjlentiful  in  the  straits,  but  for 

the  last  live  or  six  vears  thev  have  become  very  scarce 

in  the  straits,  so  that  now  we  can  not  find  any  more 
there.  Wo  used  to  hunt  sepals  in  canoes  for  alxmt  20  miles  out  in  the 
ocean,  oil'  Cape  Flattery  an<l  up  and  down  the  coast,  between  Greys 
Harbor  and  Barclay  Sound.  Seals  were  very  i)lentiful  along  the  coast 
six  or  eight  years  ago.  I  used  to  be  (mt  on  the  water  hunting  seals  in 
a  cjinoe  for  a  coujih*  of  days  at  a  time,  if  the  weather  was  line.  Three 
Indians  would  go  in  one  canoe.  One  would  handle  the  spear,  the  other 
two  wouhl  paddle  and  steer  the  boat.  I  was  the  spearman.  Usually  we 
found  several  seals  at  a  time  asleep  on  the  water  and  would  creep  upon 
them,  sometimes  as  near  as  20  feet,  but  more  frequently  not  closer  than 

40  to  T)!)  feet.  I  would  then  throw  the  spear  at  them 
siwarr"**  ^"^  *^*  «^"*^  almost  always  secure  all  that  1  hit.     Very  rarely 

1  would  hit  and  secure  two  seals  at  a  time.  I  would 
then  get  a  seal  on  each  l>arb  of  the  spear. 

We  use  smaller  canoes  now  since  we  began  to  use  schooners  in  which 
to  carry  oui'  canoes  and  hunters  to  the  s<»aling  waters,  and  but  two  In- 
dians go  in  one  of  these  smaller  canoes.  A  great  many  years  ago  we  used 
to  catch  about  one  half  cows  and  one-half  young  seals.  I  nevei  caught 
iikin '  ^"-^  scfils  along  the  coast  that  had  given  birth  to  their 
<ow«"iSonJ*w.Mt.  ^  young  and  that  had  milk  in  their  breasts.  I  never 
r«™..  n  jB,.^^  captured  anv  barren  cows.  I  first  went  sealing  in  the 
1889.  Bering  Sea  in  the  James  O.  Sican  in  1880,  and  went 

Louie,  1891.  again  on  the  schooner  Lottie  in  1801.    While  in  the 

sea  I  caught  a  greiit  many  cow  seals  that  were  giving 

Mostly  milking  milk.    Most  all  the  seals  we  caught  in  the  sea  were  giv- 

?n"' W  i*"*'***  *"  ^'    ^"^  milk.    I  have  been  out  seaUng  this  spring  along  the 

^*^  ^  '*■  coast  in  the  schooner  James  G,  ISican,    We  have  been 

iJl?"*'*  ^'  ^^^^'  out  three  times.     Our  schooner  carried  15   canoes, 

each  one  manned  by  two  Indians,  and  we  secured  ten 
Fifty  por  cent  prep-  scals  iuall,  tivc  of  which  had  pupsiu  them.   Iknow  this 

because  I  saw  the  pups  when  we  cut  the  carcasses  ox)en. 

We  dry  the  meat  of  the  seal  and  use  it  for  food.     The 

other  live  seals  were  smaller  and  probably  male  and 

coSl."'**  ^^"^  ''^"  female.     Seals  do  not  haul  out  on  the  hind  along  the 

h      in  ^^^^^  ^^*  breed,  nor  do  they  give  birth  to  their  young  on 

water  OTo2keip[°       tlic  wntcr,  OF  (m  the  kelp.    I  never  caught  any  little 

black  pups  along  the  coast.  I  nscd  to  catch  a  great 
many  gray  ones  on  the  coast,  but  caught  but  one  this  year.    We  himt 
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the  seal  not  only  for  its  fur,  but  we  use  every  part  of  it.    We  eat  the 
meat,  make  oil  out  of  the  blubber,  and  after  cleaning  the  stomach  use  it 
tor  holding  tlie  oil.    Seals  are  now  very  scarce  and  wild     Decrease-  ca 
along  the  coast.    I  believe  the  cause  of  this  is  that       ««'^*»«!  «*^»- 
wliite  hunters  have  been  hunting  them  so  much  with  ga^J***^^^"**"  "®*'*** 
guns.    1  f  so  much  shooting  at  seals  is  not  stopped  they 
will  soon  be  all  gone. 

his 

Circus  x  Jim. 

mark. 

Witnesses : 

John  P.  McGlinn. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[seal.]  Clarence  P.  Brown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington. 


Deposition  of  James  ClaplanhoOj  Malcah  Indian^  sealer  {mobster), 

PELAGIC  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam^  ss  : 

James  Claplanhoo,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  am  about 
43  years  old,  and  a  native  Makah  Indian.  I  reside  on  the  Neah  Bay 
Reservation,  county  of  Clallam,  State  of  Washington,  ^  erience 
United  States  of  America.  I  am,  by  occui)ation,  a  ^*  ^^^' 
hunter  and  fisherman.  I  own  the  schooner  Lottie,  which  is  of  about 
28  tons  burden.  I  bought  the  said  schooner  about  seven  years  ago. 
I  liave  been  engaged  in  hunting  seals  about  twenty-four  years.  In 
ni}  early  years  I  hunted  seals  in  canoes  and  with  spears  in  the  Strait 
of  San  Juan  de  Fuca,  and  about  80  miles  off  Cape  Flattery.  I  killed 
seals  for  food  and  for  their  skins,  getting  about  $3  apiece  for  each 
skin.  About  fifteen  years  ago  Willie  Gallick,  who  had  a  trading  post 
here,  had  three  or  fonr  schooners,  and  employed  Indians  to  go  sealing 
and  sail  his  vessels.  They  would  put  their  canoes  and  spears  on 
board  the  schooners  and  go  out  and  hunt  ab(mt  20  or  30  miles  off 
the  coast,  as  far  south  as  the  Columbia  Kiver  and  north  to  Barclay 
Sound.  A  few  years  later  some  of  the  Indians  owned,  or  partly,  an 
interest  in  the  schooners.  About  six  years  ago  the  ^if^.^^  j^^i  ms  isse 
]>i'itish  schooner  Alfred  Adams  came  here,  and  her  mas-  ""**' 

ter  eii<i:a;^(Ml  Indian  hunters  to  go  sealing  in  the  Bering  Sea.    Until 
three  or  lour  years  ago  I  used  nothing  but  spears  in  lumting  seals;  now 
I  vsonictinics  use  a  gnn.     Seals  generally  appear  off 
Cape  Flattery  abont  the  20th  of  December,  but  during  Fil^teryBSJ^bSj^ 
the  last  four  or  five  years  there  have  not  been  near  as 
many  coming  to  the  strait  or  on  the  coast  as  in  former     ^ 
years.    Tliere  are  a  few  in  the  strait,  but  we  do  not 
hunt  them  now,  and  can  not  secure  more  than  one-sixth  as  many  in  a 
season  as  we  used  to  a  few  years  ago. 

In  spearing  seals  I  use  a  harpoon  with  either  one  or  two  barbs,  sim- 
ilar, but  smaller  than  that  used  in  taking  whales.  The  harpoon  has  a 
handle  about  12  or  14  feet  long,  and  a  strong  line,  about  70  feet  long  is 
attached  to  the  barb,  the  other  end  of  which  is  fastened  to  the  canoe. 
We  throw  the  spear  at  a  seal  with  both  hands,  and  when  the  spear  or 
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narpoon  bits  a  seal  the  barb  becomes  detached  from  the  handle  bat  is 
8e<:iircJy  fastened  in  the  body.    The  liandle  flr>ats  upon  the  water  and 

is  afterwards  se<;ured  and  is  nsetl  a^rain.  I  lose  but 
•,» "r?'"  ^^^   "'^  ^'<^ry  few  seals  that  I  hit  with  tlie  harpoon.    When 

white  men  or  traders  began  coming  in  here  with 
Kcliooners  tliey  offered  us  large  inducements  to  go  cruising  for  seals  and 
w<;  couinicnccd  going  farther  from  land  but  did  not  notice  anydcH*rease 
ill  the  nunil)cr  of  seals  each  year,  until  about  six  or  seven  years  ago, when 
vessels  with  white  hunters  and  armed  with  shotguns  began  to  api>ear 
in  considerable  numbers  off  the  <'oast.  Sin<*e  that  time  the  decrease 
has  been  very  rapid.  AVe  often  take  sc»als  that  have  been  wounded 
with  a  rifle  or  shotgun,  and  in  their  bo<lies  there  are  a  large  number 
of  shot.  When  scaling  along  the  coast  it  is  seldom  that  I  have  seen  or 
captured  an  old  bull.  I  have  caught  quite  a  large  number  of  gray 
pujis  or  yearlings,  an<l  they  are  about  equally  male  and  female.  About 
^,    ^.  ,-        ,.    one-half  of  all  seals  that  I  have  caught  in  the  strait 

Abonthalf  caught,  ,,  ,  „   ,,  '^  ... 

prciTiant  females.        OF  Oil  tlic  coast  werc  full-growu  COWS  With  jmps  m 

them,  and  I  have  never  caught  a  full-grown  barren 

ApiK-ar  about  Jan-    ^^^^'7  "^^  ^°®    ^^»**t    ^^^^^  ^'^^'^"    ^"'^^^  ^^  ^^^'  yOUllg,  and 

nary  1  uoar  Cape  was  in  milk.  About  tlic  Ist  of  January  seals  begin 
Fiait*rry.  ^^  appear  around  the  cai>e  and  slowly  make  their  way 

north  and  are  goiie  by  the  middle  of  July.  The  grown  cows  are  the 
lirst  to  go,  and  leave  before  the  middle  of  June.  Young  seals  remain  to 
the  last.    In  hunting  with  guns,  1  usually  get  ab<mt  two  out  of  five 

that  1  shoot;  sometimes  1  would  wound  one  and  it 
^^ "****' "'^^^  e.  would  get  away  and  it  Avould  i)robably  die;  sometimes 

1  would  kill  the  seal  dead  and  it  would  sink  in  the  water  almost  as 
quickly  as  a  rock,  and  unless  we  w<»re  (juick  to  reach  it,  it  would  be 
lost.     Sometimes  we  fish  them  uj)  out  of  the  water  with  a  gatf  hook, 
and  would  secure  a  few  that  way. 
In  1887,  about  tln^  1st  of  June,  I  went  into  the  r>ering  Sea  in  my  own 

s<'hoon<T,  tlie  Jjot(ii\  and  hunted  about  CO  miles  off  the 
^df^,^\\^^l\}!1S:!!^^  the  ishmds  and  se(*ured  about  700  seals,  most  all  of 

which  were  cows  m  milk.  These  cows  had  milk  m 
their  breasts,  but  had  no  pups  in  them.  I  returned  to  the  Bering  Sea 
in  my  own  boat,  the  Lottie,  in  1889,  and  also  in  1891,  and  sealed  all  the 

wav  fnmi  100  to  ISO  miles  from  the  St.  George  and  St. 
^MoHtiy  milking  fc-  j>,^^|  islaiids.    Thc  catcli  of  these  two  years  were  of 

about  the  same  character  as  thpse  caught  in  1887,  and 
-^^/^l'*!;'^"  ""^y  °°  were  mostly  females  that  had  given  birth  to  their  young 

and  were  m  milk.    I  know  oi  no  plac«  along  the  coast 

ivia«ic  birth   un-  whcrc  scals  luiul  out  up<m  tlic  land,  nor  do  I  think 

""'^"'  that  tlu»y  give  birth  to  theii*  young  in  the  water  or  on 

tht^  kelp.     T  am  acquainted  with  the  different  tribes  of  Indians  along 

tlu'coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  and  have  never  heard  them  say  that 

seals  haul  cmt  upon  the  land  on  the  coast  or  in  Barclay  Sound.     I  am 

unable  to  tell  a  male  s<»al  from  a  female  while  in  the  water,  unless  itl)e 

an  old  bull  with  a  long  wig.     Seals  used  to  be  very  i^lentiful,  and  I 

never  noticed  any  decrease  in  their  number  until  white  hunters  com- 

i)«MnaHo  menced  coming  here  and  killing  them  with  guns,  about 

six  or  seven  years  ago.  Since  that  they  have  decreased 
very  rapidly  and  have  got  very  shy.  Our  tribe  used  to  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  catching  8,000  to  10,000  seals,  and  now  we  (ran  not  gefc  a  thou- 
sand. We  eat  the  meat  of  the  seal  and  depend  largely  upon  it  for  our 
subsistence. 

James  GLAPLANnoo. 
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Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 

[SEAL.]  ClAKENCE  P.  BrOWN, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington, 


Deposition  of  FranJc  JDavis,  Mal'ah  Indian,  sealer, 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  ClaUumjSS: 

Frank  Davis,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  about  (jQ 
years  old,  a  native  Indian  of  tlie  Makah  tribe,  reside  on  the  Neah  Bay 
lieservation,  in  the  County  of  Clallam,  State  of  Washington,  and  my 
occupation  is  that  of  a  hunter  and  fisherman.    1  have 
been  engaged  in  seal- hunting  for  about  seventeen  years.     Experience. 
I  have  always  hunted  in  canoes  and  with  spears,  and 
years  ago  would  kill  a  great  many  seals.    1  was  up  in  ig^.  Bering  sea  in 
the  Bering  Sea  sealing  in  1889  and  have  not  been  there 
since.    All  the  other  years  I  have  been  seal-hunting  along  the  coast, 
between  Grays  Harbor  and  Barclay  Sound.    A  few  years  ago  seals  were 
very  plentiful  in  the  Straits  of  San  Juan  de  Fuca.    It  is  not  now  so. 
They  are  so  scarce  in  the  straits  that  we  do  not  hunt  for     ^ 
tlieui  there  any  more.    In  all  of  my  experience  in  seal- 
ing on  this  coast  I  have  killed  but  one  cow  seal  that  had  milk  in  her 
bieast  and  that  had  given  birth  to  her  pup.    I  do  not  know  what  be- 
came of  the  pup.    I  have  killed  a  very  few  barren  cows,  along  the  coast. 
Nearly  all  of  the  full-grown  cows  along  the  coast  have  pups  in  them, 
but  the  seals  I  caught  in  Bering  Sea  were  most  all     ^^^^^ 
cows  ill  milk.    The  cows  seem  to  disappear  from  the  cows.^  ^  ™^     "^ 
coast  sooner  than  the  young  seals  do. 

The  seals  first  appear  off  the  cape  about  Christmas,   and  I  have 
caught  young  seals  as  late  as  July.     Seals  do  not  haul     AppoaroffCapoFnt- 
out  upon  the  land  along  the  coast  and  breed;  nor  do  tery about  cii^ri»traaa. 
they  give  birth  to  their  young  in  the  water  nor  on  the  const anVbried"'  **" 
kelp.     One  time,  when  hunting  along  the  coast  with  a     No  pelagic  wrth. 
spear,  our  canoe  took  100  seals  in  five  days,  but  we  can  not  catch  as 
many  now.    They  are  very  shy  and  wild,  so  that  if  we  get  two  or  three 
now  in  five  days  we  would  be  doing  very  well     I  have  caught  only  eight 
seals  this  year.     Before  the  white  man  came  here  to     ^ 
hunt  seals  with  the  shotgun  and  rifle,  five  or  six  years 
ago,  they  were*  not  so  wild  as  they  are  now,  and  by  this  time  in  a  year 
I  would  iiave  had  a  hundred  or  more  seals.     When  I  get  seals  now  a 
great  many  have  shot  in  them,  a  thing  I  never  saw  before  until  about 
six  or  seven  years  ago. 

Frank  x  Davis. 

uinrk. 

Witness: 

John  p.  MoGlinn. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D 

1S1)L>. 

[tsEAL.j  Clarence  P.  Brown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washinyton. 
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Deposition  of  Jeff  JDavis,  Mdkah  Indian^  sealer. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  op  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam^  ss: 

Jeff  Davis,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  abont  24  years 
of  age,  and  am  a  native  Makah  Indian,  and  reside  on  the  reservation  at 
the  Sfeah  Bay  Agency,  in  the  county  of  Clallam,  State  of  Washington, 

United  States  of  America.    I  am  a  hunter  and  fisher- 
Experience.  man.    Sluce  1870  I  have  been  engaged  in  hunting  seals 

most  of  the  time  in  large  canoes,  each  canoe  carrying 
three  Indians,  who  used  spears.  1  sat  m  tlie  middle  of  the  canoe  and 
was  known  as  the  paddler.  The  one  who  sat  in  the  stern  steered  the 
canoe,  and  the  one  in  the  bow  was  the  hunter.  Years  ago,  in  the  winter 
time,  seals  were  plenty  in  the  Straits  of  San  Juan  de  Fuca,  and  I  have 
hunt<*.d  and  helped  to  catch  them  up  the  Straits  as  far  a  Pysht,  which 
is  about  37  miles  from  Cape  Flatt<3ry.  Of  later  years  they  have  quit 
coming  in  the  straits  and  we  do  not  hunt  for  them  there  any  more.  I 
also  used  to  hunt  seals  in  canoes  up  and  down  the  coast  from  Cape 
Flattery.  In  those  days  there  were  a  great  many  se;ils  along  the  coast. 
They  traveled  in  little  herds  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  each,  and  we  could 

sometimes  creep  uj)  on  them  when  they  were  asleep  on 
Success  with  the  ^\^q  water  aud  spear  one  or  two  before  they  got  away. 
"'^*^^*  We  usually  secured  all  that  we  hit  with  the  spear. 

About  10  or  12  years  ago  we  began  to  hunt  seals  in  schooners,  and  ven- 
tured farther  out  in  the  0(*ean  and  sealed  for  greater  distances  up  and 
down  the  coast.     I  have  sealed  as  far  south  as  the  Columbia  Eiverand 
as  far  up  the  coast  as  the  north  end  of  Vancouver  Island. 
I  have  hunted  seals  in  the  Bering  Sea  for  one  season  only.    I  went 

there  in  the  schooner  James  G.  Swan  in  1889.    Most  of 
jaine^a.swan,  1889.  tlic  scals  that  we  captured  there  that  season  were  cows 

giving  milk.     I  do  not  kiiow^  where  their  pups  were.    I 

never  caught  any  gray  pups  in  the  sea.    I  have  been 

Mostly  iniiking  fc-  out  scjiling  ou  tlic  coast  this  spring  in  a  schooner  that 

™'*^*^^**'  carried  ten  canoes,  with  two  hunters  to  each  canoe. 

We  were  cmt  three  days  and  caught  5  seals.    If  we  had  been  out 

that  long  six  or  eight  years  ago  with  the  same  crew,  we  would  have 

taken  between  (H)  and  1(K)  seals.     Seals  are  wild  and 

DiMrciso.  ^i^j^  now,  and  have  b<M'ome  very  scarce.    I  think  the 

reason  for  this  is  that  th<\y  have  been  hunted  so  nmch  by  white  hunters 

who  use  firearms.     I  have  never  killed  any  cows  giving  milk  along  the 

coast,  and  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  place  alo  ig  the  coast 

coiii""*        "^  ""  where  seals  haul  out  and  breed.  Tiioy  do  not  give  birth 

r-  hi  th       ^  their  young  in  the  water  or  on  the  kelp.    Most  of  the 

.  o  pe  ajjic  >  r   .       «.^»j|ijj  (jaught  OU  the  coa^t  are  females  with  pups  iu 

them,  the  balance  are  mostly  young  seals,  both  male  and  female.  I 
never  saw  a  black  pup  on  the  coast,  and  this  year  I  have  seen  but  very 
few  yearlings. 

Jeff  Davis. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 

[seal,.]  CLARENOK   r.   JJROWN, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washingion. 
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Deposition  ofEllaluthj  MaJcah  Indian^  sealer. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam,  ss : 

EUabusb,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  about  30  years 
of  age,  and  am  a  native  Makab  Indian,  and  reside  on  the  Keah  Bay 
Eeservation,  in  the  county  of  Olallam,  State  of  Wash- 
ington, United  States  of  America.    I  commenced  seal-  Experience. 
ing  in  canoes  along  the  coast  and  in  the  Straits  of 
San  Juan  de  Fuca,  about  fifteen  years  ago,  and  have  always  hunted 
seals  with  spears  until  recently.    Three  Indians  usually  go  with  each 
canoe.    About  ten  years  ago  I  went  hunting  in  tlie       ^^  . 
schooner  Mist,  owned  by  a  white  man.    We  cruised  for 
seals  along  the  coast,  between  the  Columbia  Eiver  and  Barclay  Sound. 
I  have  caught  9  seals  this  year,  5  of  which  had  pups  in  them;  the  small 
ones  did  not  have  pups  in  them.    The  seals  appear  in     ^      rmstr  it 
the  Straits  of  San  Jaun  de  Fuca  the  latter  part  of  De-  sanju^^JieFucarat 
cember,  and  are  all  gone  by  the  middle  of  July.    In  the  ifiP^^i'^^iPT^"'''?'*' 
months  of  January  and  February  the  pups  in  the  cows  middle  of  juij. 
are  so  small  that  you  will  not  notice  them  unless  you 
cut  the  belly  open.    All  fdll-grown  cows  that  I  have     ah  fuU  grown  cowb 
killed  along  the  coast  had  pups  in  them,  and  have  ^     ^"^' 
never  killed  but  one  that  had  given  birth  to  their  young  and  were  in 
milk,  and  have  no  recollection  of  having  killed  a  barren  cow.    The 
younger  ones  do  not  have  pups  in  them,  and  are  about  one-half  male 
and  one-half  female.    The  full-grown  cows  leave  this  vicinity  for  the 
north  earlier  than  the  younger  ones  do.    I  catch  more 
young  seals  in  May  and  June  than  I  do  earlier  in  the  coSt.°°'  ^^^  ^^^^ 
season.    Seals  do  not  haul  out  upon  the  land  along  the 
coast  and  give  birth  to  their  young.    I  have  never 
known  pups  to  be  born  in  the  water  nor  on  the  kelp.         ^^  p^^*^*^  ^^'^^• 

About  two  years  ago  I  begun  to  hunt  with  guns,  but  always  carried 
a  spear.    Since  I  have  been  hunting  with  guns  I  lose  a 
great  many  seals  that  I  shoot.     I  kill  some  dead  and  gu^*®*®  ^^  ^^^®  ^^'** 
they  sink  like  a  rock.    Some  that  I  shoot  are  wounded 
and  get  away  and  probably  die.    I  have  caught  a  good  many  seals  that 
had  shot  iii  them.     Seals  are  not  so  plentiful  now  as  they  were  a  few 
years  ago.    They  began  to  decrease  about  five  or  six 
years  ago.    A  good  many  years  ago  I  used  to  capture     ^®<*''®*»®- 
seals  in  the  Straits  of  San  Jaun  de  Fuca,  but  of  late  years,  since  so 
many  schooners  and  white  men  have  come  around  here  shooting  with 
guns,  that  only  a  few  come  in  here  and  we  do  not  hunt  in  the  straits 
any  more.    1  used  to  catch  forty  or  fifty  seals  in  one  day,  and  now  if 
I  get  six  or  seven  I  would  have  great  luck.     I  have  to  go  a  long  dis- 
tance to  get  seals  now.     Seals  are  wild  and  afraid  of  an  Indian.    They 
have  become  so  since  the  white  man  and  the  trader  began  to  shoot 
tliem  with  shotguns  and  rifles.    In  a  short  time  there  will  be  no  seals 
left  for  the  Indian  to  kill  with  the  spear.    In  hunting 
witli  the  spear  I  get  almost  all  the  seals  that  I  hit.  gpew."^*  ^^  ^ 
Once,  in  the  month  of  June,  I  caught  a  seal  that  had  a 
pup  in  it.    I  carefully  cut  the  pup  out  of  its  mother 
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and  placed  it  in  the  water  and  it  drowned.    I  have 

Pop  can  not  swim.    ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^.  ^^^^  „iother  scal  and  tried  to  rear 

them,  but  in  two  or  three  days  it  would  sicken  and  die. 

Ellabush  (his  x  mark). 
Witness : 

John  P.  McGlinn. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  the  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clarence  P.  Bkown, 

Notary  Puhlic  in  and  for  the  State  of  ^ya8MngUm. 


Deposition  of  Alfred  Irving^  Malah  Indian,  sealer  {master), 

PELAGIC   sealing. 

State  op  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam,  ss : 

Alferd  Irving,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  lam  about  46 

years  old,  and  am  a  native  Makah  Indian,  and  reside 
Experience.  ou  the  Ncjih  Hay  Kcservation,  State  of  Washington, 

United  States  ol*  America.  My  occupation  is  hunting 
and  fishing,  and  I  am  one  ol*  the  liciubncn  of  my  tribe.  I  am  mastei* 
and  one-half  owner  of  the  sihooncM-  Mary  J^arler.  I  have  been  en- 
gaged in  hunting  seals  ever  since  1  was  oUl  enough.  Formerly  my. 
tribe  hunted  in  canoes  and  used  spears  exclusively,  but  in  the  last  two 
years  a  few  of  them  have  used  shotguns.  Previous  to  al)out  ten  years 
ago  we  seldom  went  more  than  20  miles  out  to  sea  and  sealed  about 
that  distance  olF  Cai)e  Fhittcry.  Sinc(*  that  time  some  of  our  tribe 
have  owned  tliree  or  tour  small  schoonius,  and  those  that  go  out  in 
them  put  their  <*anoes  and  s])ears  on  the  schocmers  and  are  carried 
from  50  to  75  miles  oil'  Cape  Flattery  and  along  the  coast  from  Colum- 
bia Kiver  to  Barclay  Sound.     In  the  earlier  years  when  I  went  hunting 

we  would  not  go  out  of  the  Straits  of  San  Juan  de 
san^^K^n^do^^Fm^a  Fuca  duriug  tli(^  wiutcr  months  and  early  in  the  spring. 
kiM.ut  i8t  of  January,  Tlic  smils  comm«Mi<*e  toappear  in  the  Straits  of  San  Juan 
middiuTruly."^""'  <l<'  l^^iit-Ji  Jitjout  the  Ist  ol' January  or  the  last  of  Decern- 

ber  and  come  and  go  to  the*  middle  of  July.  The  gen- 
eral course  seemed  to  be  to  the  north,  and  by  the  middle  of  June  the 
grown  cows  were  most  all  gone,  but  the  younger  ones  used  to  be  quite 
]dentiful  until  about  the  middle  of  July,  when  they  would  also  dis- 
appear. 
I  have  always  used  spears  in  hunting  sefils,  and  seldom  wounded  or 

hit  one  that  I  did  not  get,  until  in  1801,  which  year, 

Hi.oar'"'*  ^^''*  and  the  only  one,  I  went  to  Bering  Sea  and  used  the 

Waste  of  life  shotguu  part  of  thc  time.    I  found  in  the  use  of  the 

shotgun  that  a  giH»at  many  of  the  seals  that  were  killed 
mait^'iu^ilk'riiy?^^^^^    ^^  w<mnded  were  lost,  and  that  those  that  1  secured  in 

the  Bering  Sea  were  nearly  all  females  that  had  given 
birth  to  their  young  and  were  in  milk.  Our  vessel  cai)tured  about  460 
seals  at  a  distance  of  abcmt  100  miles  from  the  Pribylov  Islands,  most 
^11  of  which  were  cows  in  milk.    We  u^^ed  shotguus  and  secured  about 
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two  seals  out  of  five  that  we  shot.    About  one-half  of  those  caught 
along  the  coast  were  full-grown  cows  with  pups  in  them, 
a  few  were  medium-sized  males,  and  the  rest  were  feSeaa^nl'^^tT* 
younger  seals  of  both  sexes.    I  have  never  caught  a 
full-grown  cow  in  the  straits  or  along  the  coast  that  did  not  have  a  pup 
in  her.    I  am  intimately  acquainted  with  the  coast  from  here  to  Bar- 
clay Sound,  and  I  know  of  no  place,  nor  have  not 
heard  of  any  place,  where   seals  come  to  land,  nor  coast  °^*  ^*°^  °^  ^^ 
neither  do  I  believe  it  to  be  possible  for  them  to  have 
their  young  in  the  water  or  on  the  kelp  and  have  their  possiSS*^  ^' 

pups  live.    Seals  are  not  as  plentiful  now  as  they  were     pecreaae 
before  white  men  commenced  hunting  them  with  guns 
around  here  some  six  or  seven  years  ago.    They  are  more  shy  now  and 
it  is  much  more  difficult  for  the  hunters  to  creep  up  and  spear  them 
than  it  was  a  few  years  ago.    If  they  keep  on  killing  them  with  the 
guns  there  will  be  none  left  in  a  little  while. 

His 

ALFERD  X  iKVINa. 

mark. 

Witness: 

John  P.  McGlinn. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  dav  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 

[SEAL.]  CLAUENCE  P.  BROWN, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington. 


Dej)osition  of  Ishka^  Mdkah  Indian^  sealer. 

pelagic  sealinc 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam^  88 : 

Ishka,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:   My  age  is  about  60 
years.    I  am  a  native  Indian  of  the  Makali  tribe,  and  reside  on  the 
reservation  at  the  Neah  Bay  Agency,  in  the  State  of  Washington, 
United  States  of  America.    I  am  by  occupation  a  fisherman.    I  have 
hunted  seals  along  the  coast  ever   since  I  was  old  ^.^ 
enough  to  do  so.    I  have  always  used  spears  while  hunt-     ^^  ®°*^* 
ing  the  seals  in  canoes.    T  have  hunted  seals  in  the  Straits  of  San  Juan 
de  Fuca,  40  or  50  miles  off  Cape  Flattery,  until  about  seven  years  ago; 
since  then  I  have  frequently  gone  as  far  south  as  the  Columbia  River 
and  to  the  northward  to  the  far  end  of  Vancouver  Island,  and  fully 
one  half  of  the  seals  we  catch  are  cows  with  young  in 
them.    I  have  been  outsealingoncethisyear  and  we  cap-  n^i*!^^^®®"*  i*"«" 
tui'(Ml  three   seals;   one   of  which,  in  dividing   them 
up,  became  mine.    The  one  I  got  was  a  fiill-grown  cow  with  a  pup  in 
it.     In  the  months  of  January  and  February  the  pups  in  the  cows  are 
so  small  that  one  will  not  notice  whether  the  cow  is  pregnant  or  not 
unless  he  cuts  her  oi)en,  but  later  on  in  the  season  it  maybe  observed 
without  cutting  them  open.    I  have  never  killed  a  cow  on  the  coast 
that  had  given  birth  to  her  pup  and  was  giving  milk, 
nor  have  I  ever  seen  a  pup  born  the  same  year.    Seals  coast."***   •"^  '^p  <» 
do  not  haul  out  ui)on  the  land  along  the  coast  and     ^"*^^  *"  ^^^ 
breed,  nor  do  they  give  birth  to  their  young  in  the  "  ^  ®** 
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water  or  upon  the  kelp.    I  think  a  pup  born  in  the  water  or  npon  kelp 
would  sink  and  die.    Years  ago  we  could  see  seals  all  over  the  water. 

Pelagic  birth  iiupos-  ^'^^^  ^^^  ^^^*  »^  plentiful  uow.    They  have  been  grow- 
Bibie.  ing  less  and  less  ever  since  the  white  man  came  in  and 

necreaue  began  to  hunt  them  with  guns,  about  six  or  seven 

years  ago,  and  so  many  vessels  went  into  the  business. 

ISHKA  (his  X  mark). 
Witness : 

John  P.  McGlinn. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 

[SEAL.]  ClAKENCE  P.  BROWN, 

Notary  PtMic  in  and  for  the  SUife  of  Washiiigton, 


Deposition  of  Sclicish  Johnson,  Mahah  Indian,  scaler, 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  ClaUam,  ss: 

Selwish  Johnson,  being  duly  swom,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  about 

30  years  old;  am  a  native  Makah  Indian,  and  reside 
Experience.  ^^  ^^,^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^j^^  Indian  Kescrvation,  State  of 

Washington,  United  States  of  America.  My  occni)ation  is  that  of 
hunting  and  fishing.  I  iiave  been  engaged  in  catching  seals  ever 
since  I  was  old  enough  to  do  so,  and  have  always  hunted  with  a 
spear.  In  former  years  we  used  to  hunt  in  the  Straits  of  San  Juan  de 
Fuca.  and  in  the  summer  around  Cape  Flattery,  but  for  the  last  few 
years  we  have  had  to  go  farther  to  get  them,  an<l  now  we  liunt  from 
Columbia  liiver  to  Ban^lay  Sound.  We  put  our  canoes  and  spears  on 
board  of  a  schooner,  and  go  out  from  10  to  00  miles  off  Cape  Flat- 
ti  btare  ^''y*  H*^^'^  bceii  out  this  scasou,  and  caught  thirteen 
pro^rnJIutSo^sf    *™  scals  arouud  Cape  Flattery,  seven  of  which  had  pupa 

SUCC088  with  the  in  them,  the  balance  being  young  seals,  about  one-half 
spear!  cacli  of  male  and  female.    We  lose  but  very  few  seals 

that  we  hit  with  a  spear.    In  all  of  my  experience  as 

Sex  indiBtinguish-  a  scal  liuntcr  I  havc  captured  but  one  or  two  old  bulls. 

able  in  ihe  water.       j  ,^^  unable  to  distinguish  a  male  seal  from  a  female 

^,    ,     .       seal  while  at  a  distance  in  the  Avater.    I  have  never 

Do  not.  liaul  out  on  ,  ,  •  -n        i  j^i  a  i« 

coaHt.  or  give  birth  to  cauglit  a  COW  HI  nuik  aloug  the  coast,  nor  a  small  pup 

^«jn,«  in  water  or  OD    ^]^j^|-  ],.j^j    ^^^^^  ^^^j.^  ^|^.j|.   y^j„.        g^,j^]g  ^|q  ^^^  YiavH  OUt 

upon  the  land  an<l  breed,  along  the  coast,  nor  give 
Decrease.  birth  to  tlicii'  youug  in  the  water  or  on  the  kelp. 

About  six  years  ago  1  noticed  the  seal  herd  began  to 
decrease,  and  they  are  getting  less  each  year  ever  since  the  white 
hunter  came  about  here  and  <*onmienced    killing   them  with  guns. 

They  kill  and  wound  a  gi'cat  many  that  they  do  not 
waiteof  ufo.         get.   I  have  speared  a  great  many  seals  that  had  shot 

in  them.    They  are  very  scarce  now,  and  very  wil4 
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and  difficult  to  catch.    If  liuuted^th  guns  they  will     Appear  off  cape 
all  soon  be  destroyed.    Seals  appear  off  Cape  Flattery  S?jSnar?,^dS?S 
in  December  and  January,  and  nearly  all  of  them  are  goneby  Juiy'i. 
gone  by  the  lirst  of  July. 

His 

Selwish  X  Johnson. 

mark. 

Witnesses : 

John  P.  McGltnn. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[seal.]  Clarence  P.  Brown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington. 


Deposition  of  James  Lighthouse^  MaJcah  Indian  sealer. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  CMlain^  ss: 

James  Lighthouse,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:    I  am  a  na- 
tive Indian  of  Makah  tribe,  and  reside  at  Neah  Bay,  on  the  Indian  Ke- 
servation,  in  the  State  of  Washington,  United  States  of  America.    I 
am  about  55  years  of  age,  and  my  occupation  is  that  of 
hunting  and  fishing.    1  am  the  owner  of  the  schooner     Experionc©. 
C.  C.  Ferkins.  1  liave  been  engaged  in  sealing  and  fish-     o.  a.  Perkins. 
ing  ever  since  I  w^as  old  enough  to  do  so.    1  have  al- 
ways bunted  seals  with  the  sjjear,  and  have  never  used  the  gun  or  been 
in  Bering  Sea.     1  have  always  sealed  in  the  Strait  of  San  Juan  de  Fuca, 
and  around  Cape  Flattery,  and  up  and  down  the  coast  from  Barclay 
Sound  to  tlie  Cohimbia  River.    I  commenced  going  Korth  to  Barclay 
Sound  about  ten  years  ago.    Seals  are  not  nearly  so     Decrease, 
plentiful  now  as  they  used  to  be.    About  seven  years 
ago  white  men  commenced  to  hunt  seals  in  this  vicinity  with  guns, 
since  which  time  they  have  been  decreasing  in  numbers  and  have  be- 
come wild  and  hard  to  catch.    I  am  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
bays  and  coast  from  here  to  Barclay  Sound,  and  I  know  of  no  place  on 
tlie  coast,  neither  have  1  heard  of  any,  where  seals 
haul  out  upon  the  land  and  give  birth  to  their  young,  coast  °***  ^^^  °^  ^" 
nor  do  1  believe  tliat  they  give  birth  to  their  young  in 
the  water  or  on  the  kelp.     Of  all  the  seals  captured  by     Are  not  born  in  the 
nie,  about  one-lialf  of  them,  I  think,  were  cows  with  ^*  roron    ep. 
l)ui)s  in  tlicni,  and  it  is  very  seldom  that  I  have  ever  caught  a  fiill- 
grown  cow  that  was  barren  or  did  not  have  a  pup  in     ^    ,  ,„    „       , 

r  1  T     •  ^  •  ^  1       ^  One-half    of    seals 

iH^r;  nor  liave  I,  m  my  long  experience,  caught  a  cow  taken  are  pregnant 
tliat  was  in  milk,  or  that  had  recently  given  birth  to  ^'*^*- 
lier  > ouiig.  I  seldom  ever  kill  an  old  bull,  for  there  are  but  very  few 
of  them  that  mingle  with  the  herd  along  the  coast.  1  !im  unable  to 
tell  a  male  seal  from  a  female  while  in  the  water,  unless  it  be  an  old 
bull  with  a  long  wig.  Seals  are  not  as  plentiful  and  are  more  shy  than 
they  used  to  be,  and  are  more  difficult  to  catch,  be-  ^^ 

cuuse  they  have  been  hunted  so  much  for  the  last  five       *^^^®**^ 
or  six  years  with  guns. 
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My  tribe  nsed  to  bunt  exdiisively  in  canoes,  and  did  not  ^  many 
Indian      ^^^^  fr<>'*^  ^^^  cape,  but  in  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years 

^  ng  y  ^'  Q,  good  many  of  the  hunters  }}\\t  their  eanoes  on  the 
small  schooners,  owned  by  some  of  iis,  and  we  go  farther  out  into  the 
sea,  and  from  the  Columbia  Iliver  to  Barclay  Sound,  to  hunt  seals. 
Unless  we  use  guns  we  will  have  to  stop  hunting  them,  for  they  are 

Wa8t«  of  lif  getting  so  wild  we  can  not  catch  many.    I  know  that  a 

******     ^*         great  many  nnist  be  lost  by  the  white  hunters,  for  a  great 

many  that  I  catch  have  shot  in  them,  and  some  are  badly  wounded. 

The  first  seals  appear  in  the  strait  and  on  the  coast  about  the  last  of 

Mi   ation  of  seals    I^^^*^"^^^^  ^^d  fccd  along  the  coast,  and  seem  to  be 
igra  on  o  se  s.  ^^pj^j^g  slowly  to  the  uortli.  Until  about  the  middle  of 

June,  at  which  time  the  c^)ws  are  pretty  much  all  gone,  but  the  smaller 
seals  remain  until  about  the  middle  of  July.  I  seldom  see  an  old  bull, 
and  when  I  do  he  is  much  farther  from  land,  and  it  is  early  in  the 
season.  • 

Formerly,  we  used  to  hunt  seals  for  food  and  sold  the  skins  to  traders 

Prices  of  skins        ^^^  ^"^  ^^  ^^  cach,  but  for  tlic  last  few  years  we  have 

nets  o  s  ins.       j^^^^jj  getting  big  prices  for  the  skins  and  we  catch  all 

intiiscriminate  kill-  ^^  ^^^  without  regard  to  sizc  or  sex.     Ten  years  ago 

I  seldom  saw  a  white  hunter  shooting  seals,  but  now 
Wast©  of  ufo.         the  sea  is  full  of  them  and  they  are  banging  away  all 

the  time,  getting  some   but  killing  and  wounding  a 
great  many  they  do  not  get. 

his 

James  x  Lighthouse. 

mark. 

Witness: 

John  P.  McGltnn. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[L.  s.]  Clahence  p.  Brown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  WashingUm. 


Deposition  of  Osly^  Malah  Indian  sealer. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam^  ss: 

Osly,  being  duly  sworn,  de])oses  and  says:  I  am  a  native  Makah 
Indian,  and  reside  on  tlie  Indian  res<Tvation  at  Xeah  Bay,  in  Olallanoi 
County,  State  of  Washington,  United  States  of  America.    I  am  about 

28  years  old,  and  am  a  fisherman  and  hunter  by  oecupa- 
Experieoce.  ti<m.    I  liavc  bccn  engaged  at  seal  hunting  along  the 

coast  for  the  last  ten  years.    At  first  I  hunted  in  large 

canoes,  but  soon  commenced  to  go  hunting  in  schcnmers.    I  have  sealed 

all  along  the  coast,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  Biver  to  the  passes 

o^.i.^„«^v«„i„^  leading  into  the  Bering  Sea,  and  do  notknow  of  anyplace 

Soals  do  not  hanl  np  -*^  .  iiix  xiiicii 

on  coast,  aiid  are  not  ou  the  coast  whcro  scais haul  out  upoi)  the  land.    Seals 
bora  in  water  or  on  j^  j,^|.  g^y^  biilli  to  thoir  youug  in  the  water  nor  on  the 

kelp.    About  six  years  ago  I  went  to  Bering  Sea,  as  a 
Favoriu,  1886.         a  huntcr,  on  the  sealing  scrhooner  Favoritej  McCleaDi 

uiiister.    She  carried  one  stern  boat  and  ten  canoes; 
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we  captured  about  4,700  seals,  most  all  of  wliieli  were  Catch  moRtiy  pre;? 
COW  seals  giving  milk.  The  majority  ol  the  seals  we 
caiiiiht  ill  tlie  Bering  Sea  were  cows  that  had  givt^n  birth  to  their  young. 
We  ca])tured  these  at  a  distance  of  about  100  miles  away  from  the 
Pribylov  Islands.  We  used  the  spear  more  than  the  gun,  and  secured 
nearly  all  of  them  that  we  hit  with  it,  but  h)st  a  great      ,„   ^    ^„, 

'  "  .  ~  W^nnto  of  lif*) 

many  seals  that  we  shot;  we  prefer  to  use  the  sj)ear, 

because  in  so  doing  we  do  not  lose  so  many  nor  frighten  them  aAvjvy. 

About  four  years  ago  I  went  to  Bering  Sea  as  a  hunter  in  the  seal- 
ing schooner  6Vm//f.'w//er,  Williams,  master.    She  carried     chauen  et  irss 
boats  and  one  canoe.    There  were  three  white  men  iu        '<»  ^^  .  » 
each  boat  and  two  Indians  in  the  canoe.     We  caught 
about  2.000  seals,  most  of  which  were  cows  in  milk.     Cat<h  mo»Uy  anrs- 
The  white  hunters  who  used  guns  in  the  Bering  Sea     s*^^^**- 
Avere  banging  away  at  the  seals  sometimes  all  day  hmg,  and  they  would 
lose  a  gieat  many  of  those  that  they  had  shot.    1  do  not  think  that 
they  brought  to  the  schooner  one-half  of  those  that  they      -re-   ♦  of  life 
killed,  to  say  nolliing  of  those  that  they  wounded  and 
got  away.    1  am  unable  to  tell  the  sex  of  the  seal  while  it  is  in  the  water, 
unless  it  be  an  old  bull  with  a  long  wig. 

In  1889  1  again  w<*nt  to  ihe  sea,  in  tlie  schooner  e/awic*  G.  Swan,    Seals 
were  not  so  thick  in  the  sea  that  year  as  they  were 
about  four  years  ])revious  to  that  time.     Seals  are  like-      •^*'*"^* ^- '^^"'^'^^ 
wise  rai)idly  decreasing  all  along  the  coast.     I  have     Decrease, 
never  killed  an  old  bull  or  barren  cow  along  the  coast, 
neither  have  1  killed  a  cow  in  milk  along  the  coast,  or  anywhere  else 
than  iij  the  Bering  Sea.    Small  black  pups  are  not  seen  in  the  water  along 
tlic  coast.    Seals  lirst  ax)i)ear  oft'  Cape  Flattery  about 
the  1st  of  January,  and  pass  on  up  the  coast  and  begin  cowt^^^*^*"^*  ^ 
to  disappear  in  »Jun<»,  the  old  cows  leaving  first,  and 
about  the  last  of  June  they  are  all  gone. 

OSLY  (his  X  mark). 

Witness: 

C.  P.  Bkown. 
John  r.  Mc(tlinn. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892 
[l.  s.]  Clari5N(ie  p.  Brow  n, 

Notary  Fuhlic  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington, 

residing  at  Fort  Angeles^  Wash. 


Deposition  of  Wilson  Parlcer,  Indian  sealer. 

HAniTS  PELAGIC  SEALING. 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam^  ss: 

Wilson  Parker,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  native 
Makah  Indian  and  live  on  the  reservation  at^Seah  liay.  State  of  Wash- 
ington, United   States  of  America,  and  am  by  (M'cupa- 
tion  a  hnntiM^  and  fisherman.     I  have  been  engaged  in  .eanirg!^*^'""®  ^°*^*"* 
seal  hunting  lor  about  eighteen  years;  the  first  eight 
or  ten  years  I  used  to  go  as  a  steerer-man  in  large  canoes,  three  men  in 
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a  canoe,  and  tbe  Indians  in  the  canoe  used  spears.    We  bunted  10  or  15 

miles  oft'  sLore  and  about  the  same  distance  north  and 
Sealing  off  coast.      ^^^^^^  ^^.  ^^^^  Flattery.    I  used  to  hunt  for  seals  in  the 

Straits  of  San  Juan  de  Fuca,  but  of  late  years  have  not  done  so  because 
the  seals  do  not  come  into  the  straits  any  more.  Uuiing  the  last  eight 
or  ten  years  I  have  been  hunting  seals  in  smaller  canoes  and  were  taken 
farther  out  to  sea  by  S(!hooners  tliat  would  carry  ten  or  fifteen  small 
canoes,  each  canoe  manned  by  tMO  Indians.  I  have  sealed  in  that  man- 
ner all  the  way  along  the  coast  from  the  Columbia  Kiver  to  the  ui)i)er 

end  of  the  Vancouver  Island  and  have  never  seen  a 
co^t.*****^  ^'""^  "^  "°  place  along  there  where  the  seals  hauled  out  upon  the 

land.  Seals  do  not  give  birth  to  their  young  in  the 
water  nor  on  the  kelp.  I  never  saw  any  black  pups  in  the  water,  but 
we  used  to  catch  a  great  many  more  gray  jnips  than  we  do  now,  and  I 
have  never  captured  any  cows  along  the  coast  that  were  gi^^ng  milk 
and  that  had  given  birth  to  their  young  that  year.  I  never  have  cap- 
tured any  full-grown  cows  on  the  coast  that  were  bar- 

bie^in  water!"*^"^"''*   ^**'"?  '"^^^  scldom  SCO  any  old  bulls  and  can  not  tell  the 

sex  of  a  seal  in  the  water. 
Seals  are  very  much  more  s(*arce  than  they  were  when  I  began  to 

seal  in  schooners.    I  never  see  any  more  big  herds 

DorroaHC.  y^^^  y  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  ,^^^^y    .^  .^  ^^^^^^.^^  ^^^^^,^^    difficult    tO    get   tO 

th(»m  now  than  in  former  years.  'They  have  got  wild  and  shy,  because 
they  have  been  hunted  too  nnnh  with  guns.  I  have  been  out  seal- 
ing this  year  and  caught  10  seals;  5  of  them  w<»re  full-grown  cows 
that  had  j)ups  in  them.     Tlie  rest  w(»re  young  seals  about  2  years 

old,  both  mah»  and  female,  excepting  1,  and  that  was 
Migration.  ^  ^j,^,^,  ^^^^^^      rpi^^  scals  first  appear  in  this  vicinity 

about  the  1st  of  January,  and  ])ass  along  up  the  coast  in  June  and 
July.  The  cows  most  all  disappear  in  June  and  the  younger  seals  a 
little  later. 

,  ,     ,  ^ ,        I  have  always  hunted  with  a  si>ear  and  never  with 

ITjih  not  huuted  in__  ji  i  •!>•         o 

Bering  Sua.  a  guu,  and  havc  never  been  m  Bering  Sea. 

Wilson  x  Parker. 

mark. 

Witnesses: 

John  P.  McGlinn. 
O.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  swoni  to  before  me  on  this  27th  dav  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[seal.]  Clarknoe  p.  Brown, 

Notary  Pvhlic  in  and  for  the  JSlate  of  Washington, 


Deposition  of  Chcstoqiui  Peterson^  clerk  of  trader. 

PELAGIC  sealing. 

State  of  AVashington, 

Comity  of  Clallam^  ss: 

Chestoqua  Peterson,  being  duly  sworn ,  deposes  and  says :  I  am  24  years 
of  age,  and  am  the  S(m  of  Peter  Brown,  the  chief  of  the  Makah  Indians. 

I  i-eside  at  Xeah  Bay,  Clallam  County,  Stat^  of  Wasb- 
Experieno*.  ington.  United  States  of  America.    I  am  by  occupa- 

tion a  clerk  in  the  trader's  store  here,  and  I  speak  the 
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Englisli  language  well,  and  can  interpret  the  Chinook  and  Indian  lan- 
guages. During  tlie  last  eight  yfars  I  have  been  engaged  in  buying 
and  handling  seal-furs  for  my  employer  at  ]S^eali  Bay.  I  assort  the  furs 
into  different  classes  and  qualities  and  usually  divide  them  into  four 
grades — first,  second,  thii^d,  and  fourth. 

The  first-class  is  composed  mostly  of  tlie  skins  of  full-grown  cows. 
I  distiuguisli  the  skins  of  males  from  tliose  of  cows  because  the  skins 
of  the  cows  have  white  whiskers  and  those  of  males     ^         ,  _ 
black  whiskers.  ,  ^^'^  ^^  '*^^^'*- 

The  seciond  class  I  place  the  skins  of  younger  seals  that  are  2  years 
old  and  over.  They  all  have  black  whiskers,  both  male  and  female, 
except  i)erliaps  a  few  seals,  whose  whiskers  are  beginning  to  turn 
white. 

The  third-class  I  place  the  skins  of  all  seals  that  are  less  than  2  years 
old,  excepting  the  gray  pui)s. 

The  fourth-class  1  put  the  gray  pups. 

The  third  and  fourth  classes  are  about  half  male  and  half  female. 
A])()ut  one  third  of  all  the  skins  taken  here  are  graded  as  first-class 
skins,  and  are  mostly  female  skins.    In  former  years  the  Indians  would 
take  a  greater  i)r()i)ortion  of  imps  th^n  they  do  now.    I  know  this  be- 
cause of  the  skins  that  are  offered  for  sale  now.    In  the 
schooner  James  (i.  Swan  this  year  the  Indians  captured     ^^^®<^'«*»«- 
IDS  skins,  and  among  the  whole  lot  there  were  only  2  skins  of  pups. 
The  seals  takc^n  far  off  the  shore  are  larger  than  those  caught  near  the 
coast  or  in  th(»  straits.    There  are  not  as  many  seal 
skins  ottered  for  sale  now  as  in  former  years,  and  last     JainesG.swan,i892. 
yeai'  our  i)cople  caught  l(»ss  than  one-eighth  of  what 
they  used  to  prior  to  1886. 

CuESTOQUA  Peterson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  Ai)ril,  A.  D. 
18t)ii. 
[seal.]  Clarence  P.  Brown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington. 


Dejyosition  of  John  Tysunij  Malcah  Indian  {sealer). 

habits.    pelagic   sealing. 

State  of  Wasuin(Iton, 

County  of  Clallam^  ss: 

John  Tysum,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  am  about  29  years 
old.     1  am  a  native  Indian  of  the  Makah  tribe;  i  reside 
on  Mi(^,  reservation  at  the  Neah  Bay  Agency.    I  am  by     Experience. 
o(iui)ation  a  hunter  and  fisherman.     1  have  been  en- 
^a<ic(l  in  liunting  seals  ever  since  I  was  ohl  enough.    In 
J8.S1)  1  cnttTcd  the  Hering  Sea  in  theschooner  Jame/?  G.     J^'^^  o- ^^^^^^^ 
iSfran,    1  was  never  there  betore,  no^  have  I  been  there 
sin(!c.     About  two  years  ago  I  began  to  hunt  seals  with       "        *""  ^°*^' 
the  shot  gun,  but  I  have  always  carried  a  spear  in  my  canoe,  and  frequently 
use  it.     1   liave  sealed  up  and  down  the  coast  in  canoes  between  De- 
stiiietion  Island  and  the  north  end  of  Vancouver  Island.    In  latter 
years  1  have  gone  seal  hunting  in  schooners  that  carried  Indian  canoes. 
(ienerally  each  canoe  is  manned  by  three  Indians,  one  of  which  carries 
a  spear.     When  a  seal  or  a  school  of  seals  are  sighted  the  canoe  is  low- 
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ere<l  and  the  Indiana  go  toward  the  seal  and  try  to  capture  them,  and  at 
night  we  return  to  the  schooner  witli  our  <*atch.  The  seals  are  placed 
on  board  the  schooner  and  skinned,  sonietinics  the  carcasses  are  thrown 

into  the  sea,  and  sometimes  they  are  saved  for  food. 
*^  *""'  Seals  a])pear  on  the  coast  about  the  last  of  December, 

and  they  arc  nearly  all  gone  up  nortli  by  the  middle  of  July. 
About  half  the  seals  cauglit  along  the  coast  are  cows  that  have  white 
» r     1        whiskers  and  have  pups  in  them.    A  good  many  young 
males  and  lemales,   Irom  1  to  2  years  old  are  cap- 
tured/ They  all  have  black  whiskers.    1  have  never 
killed  any  old  bulls  along  the  coast,  but  have  killed  a 
c<^t°***  ^^"^  °^  "*"  very  few  large  cows  late  in  the  season  that  were  bar- 
ren.   Sealsdo  not  haul  out  upon  theland  alongthe  coast 
and  give  birth  to  their  young;  nor  do  they  breed  on 

AVaBto  of  life.  ^|^^  ^^^^  ^^  . ^^  ^j^^  ^,.j^^^.       j  ^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^jj  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 

I  hit  with  the  spear.  I  lose  about  one-halt*  of  those  I  shoot  with  a  gun. 
If  1  kill  a  seal  right  dead,  it  sinks  almost  as  (juick  as  a  rock,  and  if  it 
is  slightly  wounded  they  run  away  and  are  lost. 
1  have  captured  a  great  many  seals  with  the  si)ear,  and  found  shot 
^^  .^  j^^^.^^  ^  in  them.  I  have  never  captured  any  cows  in  milk 
Seiu"  *"^  ^°     *""**'  along  the  coast,  but  when  in  the  Bering  Sea,  in  1889, 1 

sealed  oft*  about  IK)  miles  from  the  seal  islands  and 

caught  cows  in  milk   there.    During  the  last  5  or  6 

Dwreaae.  ycars  scals  havc  decreased  in  numbers  very  rapidly.    A 

great  many  of  the  white  men  lue  poor  hunters,  and  lose 

and  shoot,  and  shoot,  and  don't  get  any  seals,  and  that 

makes  them  Avild,  so  that  an  Indian  can't  get  near  them 

pration.  ^[fh  a  spcar.    The  cow  seals  leave  the  vicinity  of  Cape 

Flattery  sooner  than  the  young  seals  do  and  are  almost  all  gone  in 

June,  but  1  have  killed  young  ones  as  late  as  July. 

his 

John  x  Tysum. 

mark. 

Witness: 

John  P.  McGltnn. 
0.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D., 
1802. 
[SEAii.]  Clarence  P.  Brown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington. 


Deposition  of  Watkin^^  Mahih  Indian  scaler. 

PELAGIC   sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

Count}!  of  Clallam^  ss: 

Watkins,  being  buly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  That  T  am  a  native 

Makah  Indian,  and  reside  at  Keah  Bay  on  the  Indian  Reservation  in 

theState  of  Washington,  United  States  of  America.    My  age  is  about  35 

^  years,  and  I  am  a  hunter  and  iishernuin  by  occupation. 

xpenonco.  j^  havc  bccu  huutiug  seals  all  my  life,  or  since  I  was  old 

fcantinc  ^^^^^^  **'  eiiougli.    Prcvious  to  ten  years  ago  1  always  hunted 

seals  with  a  spear  in  a  large  canoe,  and  from  20  to  30 
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miles  around  Cape  Flattery  and  from  60  to  100  miles  up  and  down  the 
coast.  Each  canoe  carried  3  Indians,  and  I  was  the  spearman,  and 
generally  secured  about  all  of  the  seals  that  I  hit,  but  would  sometimes 
miss  them  and  they  would  swim  away.  In  hunting  with  schooners 
during  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  we  would  take  ten  or  fifteen  smaller 
canoes  on  board  and  go  up  and  down  the  coast  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  Eiver  to  the  upper  end  of  Vancouver  Island.  We  send  but 
2  men  out  in  the  small  canoe.  1  have  always  used 
the  spear  in  hunting  the  seals  and  none  of  the  hunters  guhb  frighten*  the 
that  went  with  me  ever  used  the  gun.  We  do  not  like  ■^^* 
to  use  guns  because  it  scares  the  seals  away. 

1  do  not  know  of  any  place  along  the  coast  where  the  seals  haul  out 
upon  the  land  and  give  birth  to  their  young,  nor  can      g^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^ 
they  give  birth  to  their  young  in  the  water  or  on  the  water.*  °      °"^ 
kelp  and  have  them  live.    Within  the  last  five  or  six     Decrease 
years  the  seals  are  becoming  fewer  and  fewer,  and  are 
wild  and  shy  and  very  hard  to  catch.    Most  of  the  seals     Pregnant    females 
captured  along  the  coast  are  cows  with  pups  in  them.  **^®"' 
I  have  never  captured  any  cows  in  milk  or  that  had  given  birth  to 
their  young  that  year  on  coast,  and  I  do  not  recollect  of  ever  hav- 
ing caught  an  old  bull.    The  seals  first  appeared  about     Kooidbuiis caught, 
the  cai)e  the  last  of  December,  and  the  grown  females     off  coast  December 
all  leave  for  the  north  in  June,  but  we  kill  some  of  the  tm  jnne. 
younger  seals  up  to  the  middle  of  July,  and  then  they  leave.    I  have 
not  caught  any  gray  pups  this  year  and  have  never  hunted  seals  in  the 
Bering  Sea.     So  many  schooners  and  white  men  are  ^^        ^    ^^^^  ^^ 
hunting  them  with  guns  all  along  the  coast  that  they     ®«^yp°P«<^«"« 

are  getting  all  killed  off.  Extermination. 

Watkins  (his  X  mark). 
Witness: 

C.  P.  Brown. 
John  P.  McGlinn. 

Subscribed  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[seal.]  Clarence  P.  Brown, 

Kotary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Wa^hington^ 

residing  at  Fort  Angeles^  Wash. 


Deposition  of  Charley  Whit€^  MaJcah  Indian,  sealer. 

habits.    pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

(Unmty  of  Clallam,  ss: 
Charl(\v  White,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  about  40 
yeais  old,  and  am  a  native  Makali  Indian.    I  reside  on     ^^     . 
the  Indian  Reservation  at  Neah  Bay,  Stat«  of  Wash-       ^p«ri«nc«- 
ingt^)n.   United    States   of  America.    I  am  by  occupation  a  hunter 
and  lishernuin,   and    have    been    so    engaged    all  my  life.    1    have 
hunted   seals  in  canoes  all  along  the  coast,  between  Grays  Harbor 
and   tlie  northern  end  of  Vancouver  Island.    Years 
ago  w('  went  out  in  the  ocean  in  canoes,  but  in  later  himti*n^*  ^^  ^"^**" 
y(»ars  we  take  our  canoes  out  on  the  ocean  in  schooners 
and  then  hunt  seals  from  the  schooners.    Have  never  been  any  farther 


396  *ESTtMONY 

north  than  Barclay  Sound.    I  have  always  used  sx)ears  in  hunting  the 

seals,  and  very  seldom  lose  one  I  hit.    While  out  hunt- 

pregSiSt  fwilaka.'^^*  ^"Is  ^^^^  Y^^^  we  caught  sixteen  seals:  one-half  of  them 

were  cows  with  pup,  the  remainder  were  yeailings  and 
two  years  old,  of  both  s(»xes.    Seals  begin  to  appear  on  the  coast  the 
latter  part  of  December,  and  they  are  almost  all  gone  by  the  10th  of 
Mi    tion  J^ly-    The  cows  appear  to  leave  for  the  northward 

^™  *"°"  earlier  than  the  younger  ones.    While  out  seal  hunt- 

ing last  year  I  captured  a  few  seals  that  the  white  hunters  had  wounded 
and  lost,  and  found  a  good  many  shot  in  their  bodies.  I  have  captured 
a  good  many  seals  lately  that  had  buckshot  in  them.    Seals  do  not 

haul  out  on  land  at  Barclay  Sound  nor  along  the  coast, 
wai^^  °^*  ^™  ^  ^^^*  ^^  ^  think  they  give  birth  to  their  young  in  the 

water  or  on  the  kelp. 
Seals  were  always  plenty  in  the  Strait  of  San  Juan  de  Fuca  and 
^  along  the  coast  until  the  white  hunter  came  here  and 

commenced  shooting  them  some  six  or  eight  years  ago. 
Since  that  time  they  have  decreased  very  rapidly. 

his 

CnAiiLEY  X  White. 

Witness: 

John  P.  McGlinn. 
O.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A. 
D.  1892. 

[SEAL..]  ClAKENCE  P.  BrOWN, 

Notary  Fublic  tn  and  for  the  /State  of  Washington. 


Deposition  of  Wispooj  Indian^  sealer. 

habits.    telagio  sealina. 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  ClaUanij  ss: 

Wispoo,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  native  Indian 
of  the  Makah  tribe,  and  rejsidi*  on  the  reservation  at  Neah  Bay.    I 
ritnce  ^^  about  35  y(»ars  old,  and  am  by  <)(!cui)ation  a  hunter 

xpemnce.  ^^^  lishemian.    1  have  huntc^d  seals  all  my  life,  or 

since  I  was  old  enough  to  do  so.  1  have  sealed  up  and  down  the 
coast,  between  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  Kiver  and  the  upper  end 
of  the  Vancouver  Island  and  Barclay  Sound.    1  am  familiar  with  the 

bays  and  inlets  along  the  coast,  and  I  do  not  know  of 
am!Jt.°***  ^*"^  "^  **"  ^°y  place  on  the  coast  where  the  seals  haul  out  upon 

the  land  and  breed.  They  do  not  give  birth  to  their 
]mps  in  the  water  nor  on  the  kelp.  Sometimes  during  a  heavy  storm 
a  lew  seals  will  be  driven  on  shore  for  a  short  time,  but  will  not  stay 
but  a  few  hours.    Until  about  eight  years  ago  I  used  to  catch  seals  in 

tlie  Straits  of  San  Juan  <h*  Fuca,  but  for  the  last  two 
se   DK  iiBtrati*.    ^^.  ^|jj.^^  ycars  they  have  been  so  scarce  in  the  straits 

that  we  do  not  try  to  hunt  them  any  more.    About  ten  years  ago  I 

commenced  hunting  seals  from  schoonei^,  using  smaller  canoes  than  I 

PeiAiri  Msiin         formerly  did,  and  have  always  used  s]>ears  in  hunting 

^*^**      ^*       seals.    About  seven  or  eight  years  ago  schooners  came 
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in  with  white  men  who  used  shotguns,  and  have  gradually  increased  in 
number  and  size  of  vessels,  until  now  there  are  nearly  one  hundred 
sealing  schooners  engaged  in  sealing  along  the  coast. 

Seals  are  not  near  so  plentiful  as  they  were  seven  or  eight  years  ago. 
I  think  the  cause  of  this  is  that  they  have  been  hunted 
so  much  by  white  hunters,  who  use  shotguns  and  rifles.     ^*^"**®- 
Most  all  the  seals  caught  by  me  along  the  coast  were 
cows  that  had  pups  in  them.    I  never  killed  a  barren  takenf**"*    ^enmieg 
cow  or  one  that  was  in  milk,  and  have  never  seen  a 
black  pup  in  the  water  along  the  coast,  but  used  to  capture  a  great 
many  gray  pups,  but  this  year  I  have  not  seen  one.    Seals  first  ai)i)ear 
ott"  Cape  Flattery  about  the  last  of  December.    The 
cows  seem  to  leave  first,  and  in  July  nearly  all  of  the     ^^«^*^®°- 
seals  have  disappeared.    I  am  familiar  with  the  west  coast  of  Vancou- 
ver Island,  and  have  been  in  Barclay  Sound,  Clayquot  Sound,  and 
talked  with  the  Indians  there,  and  none  of  us  know  of  any  place  along 
the  coast  where  seals  haul  out  upon  the  land  and 
breed,  nor  have  I  heard  any  Indian  speak  of  such  a  coSt°°*  ^^^  ^^  ^^ 
place.     Seals  do  not  give  birth  to  their  young  in  the 
water  nor  on  the  kelp.    Many  of  the  seals  I  have  speared  had  shot  and 
bullets  in  them.    This  was  never  seen  before  until  about  eight  years 
ago,  and  now  it  is  a  frequent  occurrence. 

WiSPOO  (his  X  mark). 
Witness : 

John  P.  McGlinn. 

C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clarence  P.  Brown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington. 


Deposition  of  Hish  YulLa,  Malcah  Indian^  sealer. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

Comity  of  Clallam^  ss : 

Ilisli  Yulla,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  about  60 
years  old,  and  am  a  native  Indian  of  the  Makah  tribe,  and  reside  on 
the  Noah  Bay  Reservation,  in  the  county  of  Clallam,  Stat-e  of  Wash- 
ington, UnitcMl  States  of  America.    I  have  been  a  hunter  and  fisher- 
man all  my  life.    Years  ago  I  used  to  hunt  seals  in  the 
Stiaits  of  San  Juan  de  Fuca  in  the  winter  time,  and      Experience, 
iu  tlic  summer  time  I  would  hunt  them  in  canoes  from 
10  to  20  miles  off  Cape  Flattery,  and  of  late  years  I  hunt  in  a  small 
canoe,  and  put  it  on  a  schooner  and  go  up  and  down  the  coast  between 
the  in<mth  of  the  Columbia  River  and  Barclay  Sound.    I  have  always 
used  spears  in  hunting  the  seals.    I  have  been  out  on  the  Pacific  Ocean 
this  year  seal  hunting,  and  caught  three  seals;  they 
were  large  cow  seals,  and  had  pups  in  them.    One  and  arefemiesf^*^^*^^ 
two  year  old  seals  are  about  equally  male  and  female.  I 
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have  never  seen  a  young  black  pup  along  the  coast,  nor 
gi^bi?th  to  pVp?  on  I  ^J^ve  never  known  the  seals  to  haul  out  upon  the 
coast.  land  along  this  coast  and  give  birth  to  their  young.    I 

never  killed  a  cow  in  milk  along  the  coast.    Within  the 
Decrease.  last  fivc  or  six  years  seals  have  decreased  in  number 

very  fast  and  are  becoming  very  shy,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  creep  upon  them  and  hit  them  witli  the  si)ear.  Years  ago,  the  heads 
of  seals  along  the  coast  would  stick  up  out  of  the  water  almost  as  thick 
as  the  stars  in  the  heavens,  but  since  the  white  man,  with  so  many 
schooners,  have  come,  and  began  to  shoot  an<l  kill  tliem  with  the  guns 
they  have  become  very  scarce. 

Neari  50    r  cent      Almost  onc-half  of  the  scals  1  catch  are  cow  seals 
are  pJcf^ant^m^^.  aud  liavc  little  pups  in  them.    The  cow  seals  are  the 
When  seals  leave  ^^st  to  Icavc  tlic  coast,  but  the  youug  scals  Stay  longer 
coast.  here,  and  are  not  all  gone  until  in  July. 

Hisn  YuLLA  (his  x  mark). 
Witness: 

John  P.  McGlinn. 
0.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1802. 
[SEAL.]  Clarence  P.  Broavn, 

Notary  Fuhlic  in  and  for  the  IStaic  of  Washington, 


Deposition  of  Thomas  ZoInol'Sy  Malah  Indian^  sealer. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  GlaJUim^  ss: 

Thomas  Zolnoks,  being  duly  sworn,  disposes  and  says:  I  am  a  native 

.  Makah  Jndisui  and  reside  on  the  reservation  at  Neah 

xiMTicnco.  Bay,  State  of  Washington,  United  States  of  America. 

I  am  24  years  old,  and  am  by  occupation  a  hunter  and  fisherman.    I 

have  been  engaged  in  hunting  seals  ever  since  1  was  9  or  10  years  old. 

Until  about  18S0  J  hunted  seals  in  large  canoes,  in  which  1  always  used 

the  si)car.    Jn  the  lastciglit  or  ten  years  I  have  liunted  for  seals  insmall 

cano(»s  carri(»d  mi  schooners,  and  sealed  olf  <_'ai)e  Flattei'y  from  20  to  76 

miles,  and  asfars<mtlias  the  Columbia  Kiverand  north  u^)  to  the i)assage 

into  JJering  Sea,  but  have  never  hunted  for  seals  in  those  waters.    About 

Our  third  of  covs  oncthird  of  all  the  cows  1  caught  ahmg  the  coast  were 

cniijiht  an- i.reginmt.    cows  witli  ])ups  iu  tlicui;  ucvcr  cauglit  any  old  buUs, 

and  used  to  catch  more  giay  i)U]>s  than  1  do  now.    Most  all  the  rest  of 

tlie  seals  1  caught  have  been  1  and  -  years  old,  and  are  about  equally 

male  and  female.    I  never  have  sec^n  or  heard  of  a  place  along  the  coast 

i>«  not  haul  upon  whcrc  tlic  scals  haul  out  upou  land.    1  never  have  seen 

^""'*^-  any  pui)S  born  the  same  year,  nor  have  J  ever  caught 

any  cow  seals  on  the  coast  that  were  in  milk. 

Seals  are  much  scarcer  now  than  they  use<l  to  be  six  or  eight  years 

Decrease  *^^'    ^^^V  m»^^  to  go  tcu  or  liftocni  iu  a  bunch,  but 

Mjreaso.  ^^^^^  ^^  scldom  scc  moiv  thau  two  or  tlire^  together, 

A  great  many  that  I  have  caught  in  the  last  thi'oe  or  four  year^  have 
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shot  in  them,  and  many  have  been  badly  wounded.    The  seals  first 
appear  oil'  the  cape  about  Christmas,  but  do  not  come      A^r^or   ..^    r«^ 

•M.I         J.      'J.  1*1       J.I  J  X  J  x-L  Appear    off     Cape 

m  the  straits  now  hke  they  used  to,  and  they  are  very  Flattery  about  chriat- 
shy  and  wild.    They  appeal*  to  be  passing  to  the  north-  ™*** 
ward,  up  the  coast,  and  in  July  are  all  gone.    In  hunt-  ^  ein  jui 

ing  with  si)ears  1  capture  nearly  all  that  I  hit.    If  so        »^«gone  n     y. 
many  white  hunters  keep  hunting  the  seal  with  shotguns  as  they  do 
now,  it  will  be  but  a  short  time  before  they  will  all  be  gone. 

his 

Thomas  x  Zolnoks. 

mark. 

Witness: 

C.  P.  Brown. 

C.    P:?TERSON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D, 
1892. 
[seal.]  Clarence  P.  Brown, 

notary  Fvhlic  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington. 


TESTIMONY  TAKEN  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


Dcpo8itio7i  of  Charles  A  (lair j  siohr  (loat-jniUcr). 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

State  of  CALiPOUTaA, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss : 

Charles  Adaii*,  Laving  been  duly  sworn,  (lei)oses  and  says:  I  am  by 
occupation  a  sailor.    I  reside  in  Tort  Townsend.    ]  liave  made  two 
Ex  erieico  Sealing  voyages  in  tlie  IS'orlli  l*acific  and  Bering  Sea  as 

xperieico.  seaman  and  boat  iniller.    In  1889  I  went  on  tbeAmeri- 

jamM^-.Avaw.issD.  can  schooner  Jamt's  (/.  tSnav,  and  the  othen  in  1890,  in 
jiotie  Oi#«i,i8co.      the  Ihitish  schooner iiV>«^'<'  Ohin,  of  which  Captain  Mo- 
Lean  was  mast(»r.     We  left  about  the  1st  of  March  in 
the  «7awe«  (?.  &rflfw,  the  voyage  being  made  about  Cape  Flattery,  the 
mouths  of  the  Straits  of  lni<a  and  the  entnnue  of  Puget  Sound,  and 
,» ,    .       ,.      -     were  g<)ne  about  six  weeks.     "VVe  caught  about  185 
mules  princirjiiiy  la-  scals,  mostly  females  in  young,  and  we  killed  them 
^*'°-  while  tliey  were  aslec])  on  the  water.    The  first  day  I 

hunted  we  killed  15,  and  used  rifles  and  shotguns,  but  we  used  the 
Waste  of  life  shotguus  mostly.    We  secured  one  out  of  about  every 

live  that  we  shot  at  or  kille<l. 

The  RoHxe  OUcn  left  Victoria  about  the  5th  of  IVIarch  and  went  down 

to  Neah  Bay,  down  to  Cai)e  Flattery,  about  80  miles  south.    We  cruised 

ai'ound  there  about  five  weeks,  and  liad  about  275  seals,  when  we  started 

north.    Then  we  went  to  Quei^n  Charlotte  Sound  on  up  to  the  Bering 

Berine  seji,  time  of  ^®^'    Wc  entered  the  Bcriiig  Sea  through  Muckawa 

entering.         ™  ^    Pa«8  about  the  Ist  of  July,  and  commenced  Imnting 

„     ,      ,  .     .„    seals  wiierever  we  could  find  them,  among  which  were 

PomnleflonlHinmilk  i  •     •  -%%  i  •    i  i  -n    j    ^» 

30  to  150  miles  from  a  great  many  cows  giving  milk,  which  we  killed  Irom 

^^^^^'  30  to  150  mih»s  from  the  islands.     W^e  had  a  row  on 

Hnntera  in  x  >  ri-  ^^^'^^  bccausc  soDic  of  the  liuiiters  wei'C  gicen  hands 

cnced!  ^"'     ^^^^      and  the  men  would  not  go  out  in  the  boats  with  them. 

They  took  the  hunters  out  ol'  our  boats  and  put  them 
into  the  other  boats  that  made  no  cat<h,  and  then  we  kicked  that  they 
should  put  the  gi*een  hunters  into  our  boats,  because  everything  they 
would  shoot  would  sink  on  them  and  wen^  lost.  W(^  cruised  around 
there  for  aw^hile  and  finally  th(»  captain  thought  he  would   try  the 

Boat-puUer  pa  •  of    ^s^^^^^*    ^^  ^^^  ^'^^^  *^  moiith,  aiul  \lii  cents  from  the 
-  u  e ,  aj  o .    J^^J^^^^,g  ^^^^  05  (.^^nts  for  each  skin  oif  the  boat.    We 

Raiding  the  islands,  refused  to  go  Oil  the  ishuids  Oil  tliosc  tcmis,  as  we  did 

not  care  to  take  the  risk  unless  he  gave  us  §1.25  a  skin. 
The  captain  would  not  give  us  that,  so  we  ci'uised  around  again  and  at 
last wecame  to  terms,  the  captain  agreeing  to  give  us  81  askin.    Wetlieii 

400 
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went  over  toward  St.  Paul  Island,  but  were  driven  awqr  by  a  revenue 
cutter.  We  cruised  around  in  the  sea  tiU  the  latter  part  of  October, 
when  we  started  for  home.  Our  entire  catoh  fi>r  that  yemaie*.  peneat- 
season  was  1,270  skins.  I  think  we  got  on  an  average  i^of. 
about  two  males  to  ten  females.  An  experienced  Waste  of  ufe. 
hunter  would  get  one  out  of  every  three  that  he  shot  or  «,^"**''  •^•*^' 
killed,  and  a  green  hunter  would  get  about  one  out  of  Hunter,  inexpert, 
every  seven  or  eight  that  he  shot  or  kiUed.  «^**^- 

Ohables  Adaib. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  6th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[seal.]  ,  Glsmbnt  Bennett, 

Notary  Pviblio. 


Deposition  of  Charles  J.  Behlowj  furrier j  San  Frcmeisoo. 

•  PELAaiO  OATOH. 

State  of  Calepobnia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Franoiseo^  ss: 

Charles  J.  Behlow,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  reside  in  San 
Francisco,  State  of  California,  and  am  by  occupation  Bj^p^rig^^ 
a  fur  merchant,  and  have  been  so  engaged  permanently  ^'^^p*'"*"^ 
for  the  last  thirty-five  years,  during  which  time  I  have  been  constantly 
handling  large  quantities  of  raw  fur-seal  skins  from  all  different  loca- 
tions, and  can  readily  distinguish  the  respective  quality,  size,  age,  and 
sex.    On  May  7  of  this  year  I  examined  355  salted 
fur-seal   skins,  ex-steamer   UmatiOa   from   Victoria,  thf^SJS^,''i^/' 
and  found  the  same  to  be  fresh  skins  taken  off  the 
animal  within  three  months.    They  were  killed  in  the  ]!^orth  Pacific. 
On  examination  I  found  they  were  the  skins  known  as  the  northwest 
coast  seals,  and  belong  to  the  herd  which  have  their     jrorthweet   coast 
rookery  on  the  Pribilof  Islands.    The  lot  contained  310  leais. 
skins  of  the  fur-seal  cow  (matured).    From  the  shape     ircMiyaUMeMuuii. 
of  the  skin  most  all  of  these  cows  must  have  been  ^^ 

heavy  with  pup,  and  same  cut  out  of  them  when  captured.  Eighteen 
skins  of  the  fur-seal  male  (matured).  Twenty-seven  skins  of  the  fur- 
seal  gray  pup,  from  6  to  9  months  old;  sex  doubtfuL 

Oil  June  2, 1  examined  78  salted  far-seal  skins,  ex-steamer  Walla 
Walla  from  Victoria,  and  found  the  same  to  be  fresh 
skins  taken  off  the  animal  within  three  months.    They  t^  rS£  wi^Mwf 
were  killed  in  the  North  Pacific. 

On  examination  I  found  they  were  the  skins  known  as  the  No^rthr 
west  Coast  seals,  and  belong  to  the  herd  which  have 
their  rookery  on  the  Pribilof  Islands.  The  lot  contained  JJi?*^^***  ^'***^ 
00  skins  of  the  fur-seal  cow  (matured).  From  the  shape  KeiirijaUpregiuuiji. 
of  the  skin  most  all  of  these  cows  must  have  been 
heavy  with  pup,  and  same  cut  out  of  them  when  captured.  Five  skinoi 
of  the  fur-seal  male  (matured).  Seven  skins  of  the  fur-seal  gray  pup^ 
from  0  to  9  months  old.    Sex  doubtfril. 

On  June  7  I  examined  268  salted  fur-sesJ  skins  ex-steamer  Umatilla 
from  Victora,  and  found  the  same  to  be  fresh  skins  taken 
off  tlie  animal  within  three  months.    They  were  killed    .,„_^^^  „ 
in  the  North  Pacific.    On  examination  I  found  they     Kj?thwe8?S>Mt 
were  the  skins  known  as  the  Northwest  Coast  seals,  "g^-^^^^^^^^^ 
and  belong  to  the  herd  which  have  their  rookery    **^    fw*"*^*- 
pn  the  Pribilof  Islands.    The  lot  contained  212  skins 
2716— VOL  ^ — -^ 
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of  the  fur-seal  cow  (matured).  From  the  shape  of  the  skin  most  all  ol 
these  cows  must  have  been  heavy  with  pu])  and  same  cut  out  of  them 
when  captured.  Eleven  skins  of  the  fur-seal  male  (matured).  Forty- 
live  skins  of  the  fur-seal  gray  pup,  from  6  to  9  months  old.  Sex 
doubtful. 
On  tlie  same  date  I  also  examined  124  salted  fur-seal  skins  ex-f/ma- 

''Umatiiia "  1892      ^''^^^  ^*'^"^  Victoria,  and  found  the  same  to  be  fresli 

skins  taken  off  the  animal  within  three  months.    They 

were  killed  in  the  North  Pacitie.     On  examination  I  found  they  were 

the  skins  known  as  the  Northwest  Coast  seals,  and  be- 

^x^orthwest  Coast  1^,,,^  to  the  herd  wliicli  have  rookery  on  the  Pribilof 

Ishinds.    The  lot  contained  93  skins  of  the  fur-seal  cow 

(matured).     From  the  shape  of  the  skin  most  all  of  these  cows  must 

yearly  all  pregiiam    ^^'^^'^  ^^^"  hcavy  witli  puj)  and  saiiic  cut  out  of  them 

when  captured.    Fifteen   skins  of  the  fur-seal  male 
(matur(Ml).    Sixteen  skins  of  the  fur-seal  gray  pup.  from  6  to  9  months 
old.     Sex  doubtful. 
1  notice  on  examining  seals  caught  this  spring  that  there  is  a  lack 

of  the  larger  size  of  productive  animals,  and  the  lots 
sizeofBoaia  (liiiim-  mostly  Contain  the  skins  of  the  medium-sized  seals, 

running  Irom  2  to  o  years  ot  age. 

('lis.  J.  Beiilow. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  June,  A.  1).  1892. 
[SKAL.]  Clement  r>ENNETT, 

Xoiary  Public, 


Dc2>o8ition  of  Charles  J,  BcMoic^  furrier^  San  Francisco. 

PELAGIC   CATOn. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  as: 

Charles  J.  Behlow,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  re- 
side in  San  Francisco,  State  of  California,  and  am  by 
occupation  a  lur  merchant,  and  liave  been  so  engageil 
permanently  for  the  last  thirty-live  years,  during  which  time  1  have  been 
<*onstantly  handling  large  (luautities  of  raw  fur-seal  skins  from  all  dif- 
ferent h)cations,  and  can  readily  distinguish  the  respe(!tive  quality,  size, 
age,  and  sex. 
On  July  13, 1892, 1  examined  1,342  salted  fur-seal  skins,  ex-schooner 
ExaniiniMi  catch  of  ^^'^7^^.  and  Louisv  froiu  tlic  Xorth  Pacific  Ocean,  and 
thft  s.  h»«m«'r  Emma  fouiid  sauic  to  bc  frcsli  skiiis  takeii  off  the  animal  with- 
and  Louisr.  j^^  j- ^^^j.  iiKnitlis.    They  were  killed  in  t\u^  North  racitie. 

On  exann*nati<m  I  lind  they  were  the  skins  known  as 
Bkhls!   '"'^  ^'*''"*^  thc^  Northwest  Coast  seals,  and  belong  to  the  lierd 

which  have  their  rookerv  on  the  Pribvlov  Islands.    The 
ccSmafos"''     ^***'  !<>*  contain(Ml  four  skins  of  the   fur-seal,  large  bulls 

(breeding  bulls),  123  skins  of  the  fur-seal,  male  (mostly 
matured),  98  skins  of  tlie  fur  seal,  gray  pu]),  less  than  one  year  old,  sex 
doubtful;  1,112  skins  of  the   fur  seal,  row  (mostly  matured).     From 
Mosti '  )rc    ant      thcshapi^  of  tlic  skill  uiost  all  tlKsse  cows  must  have  been 
>  prcgnan.     j^eavy  witli  i>up,  and  same  cut  out  of  them  when  cap- 
tured. Cjiarles  J.  BEnLOW. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1892. 
[SEAL. J  Clkment  Bennett, 

Notary  Fublic 
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Deposition  of  Charles  J,  Behlowj  furrier. 

pelagic  catch. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Charles  J.  Behlow,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  in 
the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  State  of  Call-  ^  ^^^ 
fornia;  I  am  by  occupation  a  fur  merchant,  and  have  ^^^  ^^^ 
been  so  engaged  permanently  for  the  last  thirty -five  years,  during  which 
time  I  have  b^en  constantly  handling  large  quantities  of  raw  fur-seal 
skins  from  many  different  localities,  and  I  can  readily  distinguish  the 
respective  quality,  size,  age,  and  sex. 

On  the  26th  instant  I  examined  fifteen  salted  fur-seal  skins  ex-schooner 
Rose  Sparks  from  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  and  found     Examined  catch 
the  same  to  be  fresh  skins  taken  off  the  aminal  within  of  theE^ae sparka, 
two  months.    They  were  killed  in  the  North  Pacific, 
and  that  they  are  of  the  skins  known  as  the  Northwest  Coast  seals,  and 
belonged  to  the  herd  which  have  their  rookery  on  the  Pribylov  Islands. 

The  lot  contained :  2  skins  of  the  fur  seal  (matured) ;     ^r.  ^    #  ,  ^    « 

rt,.«,,       ..  ,  J  ^  «''       Kinds  of  skins  in 

2  skins  of  the  fur-seal  gray  pup  under  one  year  of  age  the  catch. 
(sex  doubtful);  11  skins  of  the  fur-seal  cow  (matured).     Mostly  females. 
And  from  the  shape  of  the  latter  most  all  of  these  cows 
must  have  been  heavy  with  pup,  and  some  cut  out  of  them  when  cap- 
tured. 

Chs.  J.  Behlow. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  30th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1892. 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Fublio, 


Deposition  of  Charles  J,  Behlow,  furrier. 

pelagic  catoh. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss : 

Charles  J.  Behlow,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  in 
the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  State  of  California,  and  I  am 
by  (xcupation  a  fur  merchant  and  have  been  so  en- 
ga;X(Ml  permanently  for  the  last  thirty-five  years,  during  ^^P«"o°ce. 
which  time  I  have  been  constantly  handling  large  quantities  of  raw  fur- 
seal  skins  from  many  different  localities,  and  I  can  readily  distinguish 
the  r<\speetive  <iuality,  size,  age,  and  sex. 

On  the  liOth  instant  I  examined  2,170  salted  fur-seal  skins  ex-schooner 
/vV.  i^.  U7?^^/^r,  that  were  taken  by  said  schooner  off  the     e       i     ti       f 
coast  of  J  apan  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.    I  found  them  to  be  catch*©?  the  j?d?  1. 
fresh  skins  skinned  off  the  animal  within  four  months   ^^*^^' 
last  past,  and  that  they  aie  of  the  class  of  skins  known  q*s  Bussian  seals, 
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and  they  belong  to  the  herd  having  its  rookery  on  the  Commander 
Islands  and  the  Robbing  Bank. 
The  lot  contains  320  skins  of  the  fnr-seal  male  (mostly  matured); 

105  skins  of  the  fur-seal  grav  pup  under  one  year  of 
laS^^a'^LSh^'^""  ag^  (*^ex  doubtful);  1,745  skins  of  the  fur-seal  cow 

(mostly  matui  ed).    Froiu  the  shape  of  the  latter  most 
Mostly  fema  e.         ^^j  ^^^  these  COWS  uiust  liavG  bciMi  hcavy  with  pup,  and 

the  same  cut  out  of  them  when  captured. 

I  hnd  the  skin  in  this  lot  to  run  much  larger  in  sizes  than  those 
known  as  the  Northwest  seals  that  are  now  taken  on  the  American  sidei 
The  greater  i)ercentage  of  tliese  2,170  salted  tur-scal  skins  ai-e  of  the 
large  breeding  cows  Avith  fully  developed  teats. 

Some  years  ago  the  catch  of  the  Xortliwest  seals  taken  in  the  North 
Pacific  Ocean  and  the  Bering  8ea  (on  the  American  side)  contained  a 
great  number  of  the  huge  breeding  cows  as  above  described;  but  of 
late  years,  on  examining  the  catches,  I  find  very  few;  and  this  year 

Old  stiwkof  i)re«r<'  ^^**^'*^^y  '^^^JS  proviiig  couclusively  that  the  old  stock  of 
lug  coVa^uiuioBtTx  pHxluctivc  COWS  is  almost  ext(»rminated.  The  herd  to 
tcrminaied.  whi(jh  the  2,170  scals  almve  referred  to  belong,  and 

Rn»i«iim  and  Aia«  kiiown  as ''l^issian  scal,"  and  havc  uo  Connection  whftt- 
kanbcnUdonotiiiiD-  evcr  witli  th(»  seals  taken  on  the  coast  of  North  Amor- 
^^'  ica  or  in  tlie  Bering  Sea,  and  known  as  the  Northwest 

seal,  the  herd  that  have  their  rookery  on  the  Pribylov  Islands. 

'  Oiis.  J.  Behlow. 

SubscribcMl  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  30th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1802. 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

^^otary  Public. 


DcjyoHition  of  ^Vil^am  Btnult^  fitter  out  of  seal hifj  vchscISj  and  managing 

owner  of  the  nehooner  JJoichead, 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Franciaco^  ss: 

William  Bendt,  having  been  dnly  sworn,  <leiM)Sos  and  says:  I  reside 

in  San  Francisco.     My  occni)ation  is  that  of  saloon 
Expcrionce.  kccpcr  and  lodging-hous(»  keeper.    I  have  been  engaged 

in  fitting  out  sealing  ^  essels  and  sending  them  to  the 
North  Pacific  an<l  Bering  Sea  for  eiglit  or  nine  years.     I  fitted  out  the 
schooners  Fowler^  Laura^  C  //.  White,  and  others.     I  am  now  the  man- 
aging owner  ol  the  scliooner  lioichead.    I  furnishe<l  my 
ou^ar™' "°*  *"**'*"  vessels  with  rifles  and  shotguns,  an<l  each  vessel  car 

ried  from  three  to  s(»v(*n  boats,  with  three  men  to  the 

niiT.^H^^fnni'*  PribUof  boat,  a  hiiutcr,  i)oat-]mller,  andsteerer,and  when  in  the 

iBiauds.  Bering  Sea  wc  take  sepals  from  10  to  150  miles  from  the 

notreamj  ^^^^  ishuids.  Thcrchas  be(?n  a  great  dwaease  of  seals  in 

the  last  few  years  from  what  there  was  in  former  years. 

Prohibition   neoes-  They  are  also  getting  shy  an<l  scared  fnnu  being  hunted 

*^^'  so  much,  an<l  they  arc  now  very  hard  to  catch.    If  they 

do  not  protect  them  in  the  Benng  Sea  it  will  be  hut  a  few  years  In^re 

they  will  be  exterminated. 
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There  is  very  little  m  the  sealing  business  now^  the  cost  bt  fitting 
out  a  vessel  being  from  $5,000  to  96,000,  and  yon  have  to  take  the  risk 
of  having  your  vessel  confiscated.    I  sent  my  vessd  this  year  over  to 
the  coast  of  Japan.    There  were  some  sevens-odd  schooners  fitted  out 
last  year  from  Victoria  and  they  all  got  good  catches,  while  from  here 
there  were  only  from  ten  to  fifteen  schooners  fitted  out,  and  they  did 
not  do  as  well.    From  my  knowledge  of  the  business  I  am  certain  that 
the  fur-seal  will  soon  be  exterminated  if  it  is  not  protected  in  tiie  Ber- 
ing  Sea.    We  might  kill  some  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  if  there  did  not  too 
many  vessels  go  out  to  hunt  them.    I  know  of  none,  nor 
neither  do  I  believe  there  is  any  place  where  the  for-  p^SS^'SSmdii^  ^ 
seals  haul  up  to  breed  on  laiid  along  our  shores  or  in 
the  Bering  Sea,  except  on  Pribylov  Islands,  and  further 
I  do  not  believe  it  possible  for  the  female  to  give  birth  piSfefi"  ***^  *"' 
to  its  young  in  the  water  and  have  it  live. 

W.  Bendt. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1802. 
[SEAL.]  Olehent  Bennett, 

Notary  Public 


Deposition  of  Martin  Benson^  sealer^  and  master  of  James  O.  8wa/r 

and  Leo. 

PELAGIC  SEALIN0. 

Martin  Benson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  have  been 
engaged  in  sealing  five  years,  as  master  of  the  James  O.  Swan  and  the 
Leo,  in  Bering  Sea  and  l^orth  Pacific  Ocean.    I  began     ^^-^,1^0106. 
to  take  seal  oft'  Cape  Flattery  about  March  1.    Pol-     ^^ 
lowed  the  seal  north  and  entered  Bering  Sea  about     Migratdon. 
July  20.    The  seal  are  constantly  on  the  move  up  the  coast  from  the 
time  they  first  make  their  appearance  off  Oai)e  Flattery.    The  spear  and 
shotgun  have  been  used  by  me.    But  few  seal  are  lost  that  are  struck 
with  spear.    About  66  per  cent  are  lc«t  when  shot  with  shotgun  and  a 
larger  proportion  are  lost  when  rifle  is  used.    Seventy-     geyenty-uve    per 
five  per  cent  of  the  seal  taken  on  the  coast  are  cows  cent  eow*  witb  pop 
with  pup.    And  the  larger  proportion  of  those  killed  *^^- 
in  Bering  Sea  are  also  cows.    Have  killed  cow  seal,  with  milk  in  them, 
65  miles  from  the  Pribilof  Islands.    I  think  cow  seal  are  tamer  than 
young  male  seal.    A  few  male  seal  are  taken,  ages  ranging  from  1  to 
5  years.    Once  in  a  while  we  cateh  an  old  buU  in  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
The  sex  of  the  seal  can  not  be  told  in  the  water  unless  it  be  an  old  bull, 
which  is  told  by  its  size. 

I  use  no  discrimination  in  hunting,  but  kill  everything  that  comes 
near.    When  seals  are  shot  when  they  first  put  their 
heads  above  water  they  sink  at  once  and  are  hard  to  ^^^^^^rf^ta**®*^ 
secure.    Always  try  to  shoot  seal  in  the  head.    If  head 
is  not  exposed,  we  shoot  them  in  other  parts  of  the  body.    It  is  only  a 
question  of  three  or  four  years,  if  this  indiscriminate     lygcpewe. 
slauoiitering  of  seals  is  not  stopped,  they  will  become 
exterminated.    Never  have  hecurd  01  or  seen  any  pups  w£er*or'**Miy^ti 
being  born  in  the  water  or  anywhere  else  on  the  ooast  gj^SS*^*  PriMiof 
outside  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.    I  have  never  hewrd  of  "**'*^ 
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Fnr  eoai  do  not  gny  fur-sealliaiiliiiff  upon  the  coast  elsewhere  than  on 
wh«To  than  on  rrib-  thc  rribilot  ii>laiias.  II  i)ejajric  sealing  is  stopped  in 
iioi  Islands.  Bering  8ea  for  a  number  of  years  seal  would  become 

ProtecUon.  plentiful  again  J  if  not  stopped  they  will  soon  be  exter- 

minated. 

Martin  Benson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  /States  Trecuiury  Agent 


Deposition  of  T homan  Bradhi/,  sealer  {boat puller). 

pelagkj  sealing. 

State  of  California. 

City  and  County  of  i^an  FranriseOj  ss: 

Thomas  Briidley,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside 

M     '  Rots  1884    ^"  ^'^'*  Francisco.    My  occupation  is  that  of  a  seaman. 
ajffis    o»a,       .   j^^  ^^^.^  J  shii)])cd  ou  the  Maggie  Ross  a«  a  boat-puller 

for  a  sealing  voyage  to  the  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea.  We  left 
Victoria  about  May,  going  north,  and  S(»aled  all  the  way  to  the  Bering 
Sea.  We  had  about  sixty  before  entering  the  Bering  Se«a,  nearly  all 
of  which  were  females  with  young  jnips  in  them.     We  entered  the 

Bering  Sea  the  middle  of  May  an<l  (*aptured  300  while 

M.»atiy     pregnant  in  tlierc.    Most  of  tlu^sc  wcrc  moth(»r  seals  with  their 

***^*'  breasts  full  of  milk.    We  had  six  boats,  four  men  tea 

boat,  two  boat-pullers  and  a  steerer  and  hunter.    We 
Riflfts  uaed.  killed  thcui  with  ritles.     We  use<l  to  shoot  at  anything 

we  ran  across,  and  got  about  a  third  of  what  we  killed 
Two  thirdH  lost.       ^j,  wounded.    I  do  not  know  how  many  miles  off  the  seal 

islands  we  were  when  we  caught  them,  as  I  did  not  know  the  distances. 

Thos.  Bradley. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  15th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1S92. 
[SEAL.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  Thomas  J>rown  (Xo,  ^),  sealer. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

(,'////  and  County  of  San  FraneiseOy  ss: 

Thomas  Brown,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  reside 
in  San  Francisco.     My  occupation  is  that  of  a  laborer.     I  made  a  seal- 
ing voyage  to  thc  North  Pacifi<?  and  Bering  Sea  on 
Jeo^TnS^Ting^!  the  Ale^vauder,  of  which  Captain  McLean  was  master. 

We  sailed  from  Victoria,  in  tlanuary,  1885,  going  south 
to  Cape  Blanco,  sealing  round  there  about  a  month,  when  we  bore  north 
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to  the  Bering  Sea,  sealing  all  the  way  up.    We  had  250  seals  before  en- 
tering the  sea,  the  largest  i^ercentage  of  which  were  fe-     Qr^t^gj;     ^rt  fe- 
males, most  of  them  having  young  pups  in   them.    I  maieaf  most^'^pregl 
saw  some  of  the  young  pups  taken  out  of  them.    We  "^'* 
entered  the  sea  along  about  the  1st  of  May  and  caught  between  600 
and  700  seals  from  30  to  150  miles  off  the  seal  islands,  and  four  out  of 
five  were  females  in  milk.    I  saw  the  milk  running  on      Taken  3o  to  iso 
the  deck  when  we  skinned  them.      We  had  six  boats,  miies  from  PribUof 
three  men  to  a  boat,  a  boat-puller,  hunter,  and  steerer.  ^»^^^»' 
They  used  mostly  shotguns,  using  a  rifle  for  long  range.    We  got  on  an 
average  three  or  five  out  of  every  twelve  killed  and 
wounded.     It  depends  a  great  deal  upon  the  weather,  p^y^^^  princi- 
There  were  lots  of  seals  in  the  water  at  that  time. 

Thos.  Brown. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  15th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 

[SEAL.]  CLE]VIENT  BENNETT, 

Notary  Fuhlio. 


Deposition  of  John  0.  Gantwell,  lieutenant^  Revenue  Marine. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  88 : 

John  G.  Oantwell,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  1  am 
a  second  lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Eevenue-Ma- 
rine  Service.    1  have  been  on  duty  in  Bering  Sea  dur-  i^^gM^^J^iJi®*^ 
ing  the  summer  months  of  the  years  1884, 1885,  1886,  '*° 

and  1891,  and  have  frequently  been  on  shore  at  the  Pribilof  Islands 
and  in  the  waters  adjacent  thereto.  Have  always  made  it  a  careful 
study  and  i)aid  particular  attention  to  the  number  of  seal,  both  on  the 
Pribilof  Islands  and  in  the  waters  of  Bering  Sea. 
Whenever  opportunity  afforded  have  visited  the  rook-  ^^^  ®°*^" 
erics  for  the  puri)ose  of  photographing  and  sketching  the  animals  and 
studying  their  habits,  numbers,  etc.  I  have  boarded  a  large  number 
of  vessels  fitted  out  as  sealers  and  engaged  in  sealing,  and  have  con- 
versed with  their  masters  and  crews  on  the  subject  of  pelagic  sealing. 
From  information  gathered  from  these  and  other  sources,  and  by  com- 
parison of  testimony  given  by  the  seal  hunters,  would  ^aate  of  ufe- 
say  tliat  at  least  06  per  cent  of  seals  killed  or  wounded  mostly  pregnant  f©^ 
escape  and  are  never  recovered,  and  that  75  per  cent  °^^^^*' 
of  seals  shot  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  are  females  heavy  with  young, 
and  that  80  x^er  cent  of  seals  shot  in  Bering  Sea  from  July  1  to  Sep- 
tember 15  are  females,  most  of  which  have  given  birth  to  their  young 
and  are  mostly  caught  while  feeding  at  various  distances  from  land. 

Have  observed  carefully  the  areas  occupied  by  the  seals  on  the  rook- 
eries and  hanling-out  grounds,  especially  at  Northeast  Point  and  the 
reef  on  St.  Paul  Ishmd,  in  1884, 1885,  188G,  and  1891, 
and  on  both  rookeries  the  areas  formerly  occupied  by  grfjnds  dSoreaSmg?* 
seals  have  greatly  decreased,  so  much  so  that  at  first 
ap])(*arance  it  seemed,  in  1891,  as  if  the  hauling-out  grounds  had  been 
entirely  deserted.  Subsequent  examination  disclosed  the  fact  that  this 
was  not  strictly  true,  there  still  being  a  small  number  of  male  seals  left 
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on  those  grounds.    Have  also  observed  that  the  seals  are  Inuch  more 

scattered  on  the  breeding  rookeries  tlian  in  former  years  (1884,  1885^ 

1880);  also  tliat  the  number  of  seals  in  the  water  has 

(Crease.  proi)()rtionatel\'  decreased,  and  that  they  have  grown 

very  much  more  shy  and  dillicult  to  approach.    Without  presuming  to 

be  absolutely  correct,  w(mld  estimate  the  number  of  seals  i)re8ent  at  St. 

Paul  Island  during  the  year  1891  to  be  about  10  per  cent  of  the  number 

there  in  former  years  of  observation  (1884,  188."),  and  1886).    1  have  also 

observed  seals,  presumably  lisliing,  at  distances  vary- 
Femaies  feeding.      .^^  ^.^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^.^^  ^^^.j^^^  ^^.^^^^^  ^^^^  island,  and  am  of  the 

opinion  that  most  of  the  seals  seen  at  distances  more  than  10  miles  from 
land  during  the  breeding  season  are  fenmles. 

I  did  not  observe  any  unusually  large  number  of  dead  pups  on  the 

rookeries  in  my  visits  to  the  islands  until  the  year  1891. 

Dewipupa.  During  tin*  month  of  September  of  that  year,  in  com- 

pany with  Mr.  J.  Stanl(\y  Ihown,  1  visited  the  Starry  Ateel  andeiistem 
rookeries  on  St.  George  island  and  saw  more  than  the  average  number 
of  dead  pu])s  and  a  great  many  living  pups,  evidently  in  very  poor  con- 
dition, and  either  dead  or  dying  from  starvation,  differing  in  this  respect 
from  the  condition  in  which  they  are  ordinarily  found  at  this  time  of 
the  year.  Subsequently  in  ^November,  1891,  1  visited  the  Polovinia 
rookery  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  in  the  course  of  one  hours  slow  walking, 
covering  perha])S  U  miles  ofgiound,  estimated  the  number  of  dead  pup 
seals  to  be  not  less  than  1,000.    1  consider  this  number  enormously  in  excess 

of  the  normal  mortality.    1  was  informed  at  the  time 

Aiit<»pHie8.  ^iij^^  |]j^,  stomachs  of  dead  pups  had  been  examined  by 

the  medical  officers  at  the  island  an<l  no  traces  of  food  were  found 
therein.      From  personal  observation  1  am  of  the  opinion  that  fully  90 

])er  cent  of  them  died  of  starvation  great  emaciation 
ivatii  from  starva-  bciug  api)arent.    It  will  b(»  necessary  to  prevent  at 

once  fnrther  open-sea  or  coastwise  killing  of  seals,  both 
i>roiiii)iti(.n  nec©8-  in  Bering  Sea  and  tlu*  northern  Pacilic  Ocean,  if  they 
""'^•^'  are  to  save  them  from  extinction  on  the  Pribilof  Is- 

lands. 

The  inesent  system  of  taking  seals  <m  the  islands  in  vogue  and  prac- 
ticed by  the  h»ssees  under  governmental  supervision 
Manag.  ninit.  .^^  •  ^^  ^^^^^^  opinion,  the  bcst  that  can  be  devised  for  build- 

ing up  and  perpetuating  this  great  industry,  and  if  the  pelagic  hunter 
and  his  destructive  methods  were  banished  from  the  waters  of  the 
Bering  Sea  and  North  Pacific  it  would  be  but  a  few  years  when  these 
islands  would  again  be  teeming  with  seal  life.  The  weapons  used  by 
I)elagic  hunters  are  ritles,  shotguns,  and  sx^ears.  I  have  heard  of  nets 
being  used,  and  have  seen  one  on  board  a  sealer  (the  Eliza  Edwards^ 
Bering  Sea,  1891),  but  know  nothing  of  it,  further  than  mere  hearsay. 
The  other  weapons  I  have  seen  in  use. 

J.  C.  Oantwkll, 
Second  Lientenant,  V,  S.  B.  M. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Fublio. 
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Deposition  of  James  L.  Carthcutj  sealer  (master),  1877^1887. 

PELAOIC  SEALINa. 

State  of  Caltfoknia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Franeisco^  ss: 

James  L.  Cartbcut,  beiii<j^  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  79 
years  of  age.     I  reside  in  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco.    My 
occupation  is  that  of  a  mastcT  mariner.    I  was  engaged     ^^   ^^^^^^ 
in  hunting  the  fur-seals  in  tlie  North  Pacific  in   1877       ^p^rence. 
to  1887,  and  during  the  latter  part  of  the  time  in  Bering  Sea.    I 
usually  left  San  Francisco  in  February  or  March  of  each  year  and 
sealed  along  the  coast,  following  the  herd  north  on 
their  way  to  their  breeding  grounds  on  the  Pribylov        >gration- 
Islands  in  the  Bering  Sea.    I  usu'ally  entered  the  sea  about  the  1st  of 
July  and  came  out  in  September.    About  85  per  cent  of  my  catch  of 
seals  along  the  coast  of  the  North  Pacific  were  females,  and  most  all  of 
them  w^ere  cows  in  pup,  and  I  used  to  kill  most  of  them  while  asleep 
on  the  water.    I  lost  a  great  many  that  were  killed  by     ^  te  f  rr    ri 
their  sinking  before  we  could  get  to  them.   I  think  on  an  oipaity  female.' ^and 
average  1  got  one  out  of  every  three  killed,  but  some  ^^^y  preguaiit. 
of  my  hunters  did  not  do  as  well.    It  is  difficult  to  get  more  than  one 
breeching  seal  out  of  six  killed.    It  is  the  custom  for  hunters  to  brag 
about  how  many  seals  they  get  out  of  the  "number  killed,  and  in  trying 
to  outdo  each  other  they  generally  exaggerate  the  facts.    During  the 
months  of  March,  April,  May,  and  June  the  seals  in  the  North  Pacific 
are  traveling  leisurely  towards  the  passes  into  Bering  Sea. 

About  80  per  cent  of  the  seals  I  caught  in  the  Bering  Sea  were 
mothers  in  milk,  and  were  feeding  around  the  fishing 
banks  just  north  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  and  I  got  x^^^*"«  females  5o 
most  of  my  sealni  from  50  to  250  miles  from  the  seal  pnbiiof  i8iai?d8.^"*™ 
islands.    1  don't  think  I  ever  sealed  within  25  miles  of 
the  I*ribylov  Islands.    They  are  very  tame  after  giving  birth  to  their 
young  and  are  easily  approached  by  the  hunters.    When  the  females 
leave  the  islands  to  feed  they  go  very  fast  to  the  fishing  banks,  and 
after  they  get  their  food  the>  will  go  to  sleep  on  the  waters.    That  is 
the  hunter's  great  chance.    I  think  we  secured  more  in  proportion  to 
the  number  killed  than  we  did  in  the  North  Pacific.    I 
hunted  with  shotgun  and  ritle,  but  mostly  with  shot-       ^rearms, 
gun.    Seals  were  not  nearly  as  numerous  in  1887  as  they  were  in  1877, 
and  it  is  my  belief  that  the  decrease  in  numbers  is  due  to  the  hunting 
and  killing  of  female  seals  in  the  water.   I  do  not  think 
it  possible  for  seals  to  exist  for  any  length  of  time  if     Decrease, 
the  present  slaughter  continues.    The  killing  of  the  fe-     Dead  pups, 
males  means  the  death  of  her  born  or  unborn  pup,  and 
it  is  not  reasonable  to  expect  that  this  immense  drain  on  the  herds  can 
be  coiitinucHl  w  ithout  a  very  rapid  decrease  in  their  numbers,  and  which 
l)ia(tically   means  extermination   within  a  very  few 
y(Mns.     If  the  seals  are  to  be  saved  there  must  be  no  gary®^^^^"**"  ^®*^* 
killing  at  any  time  in  the  waters  of  Bering  Sea,  and  it 
is  also  very  important  for  their  preservation  that  no  females  be  killed 
in  the  North  Pacific.  They  must  be  protected  in  both  of  these  waters  or 
they  will  be  exterminated.    I  have  never  known  of 
seals  hauling  out  on  land  anywhere  on  the  coast  except  Priwior*&iimd»l*^^ 
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at  the  Pribylov  Islands.  I  went  sealing  for  eight  years 
^n  Diego  BBizeA  In  in  the  schoouer  ISan  Diego.    She  was  seized  by  the 

revenue  cutter  in  1880  in  Bering  Sea,  about  120  miles 
from  the  seal  islands  and  north  of  Unalaska.    She  was  taken  with  her 
cargo  of  about  584  seal  skins  to  Sitka  and  forfeits  by  the  court. 
The  year  following  I  went  in  the  schooner  Sylvia  Handy ^  a  new  and 

elegant  vessel.  She  was  also  seized  in  Bering  Sea, 
J^A^i.  ^"""^^  about  170  miles  from  St.  Paul  Island  and  17  miles  from 

Unalaska  She  was  taken  to  Sitka  and  condemned 
with  her  cargo  of  nearly  1,700  skins  on  board.  These  seizures,  with  the 
cost  of  litigation  which  followed,  broke  up  the  firm  of  L.  N.  Handy  & 
Co.  and  myself,  and  we  had  to  quit  the  business,  as  I  perceived  the  Gov- 
ernment was  condemning  American  vessels  for  sealing  and  releasing 
British  vessels  for  the  same  offense.  They  treated  us  very  badly.  I 
am  still  in  hopes  we  will  be  paid  by  it  for  our  losses.  In  the  Sylvia 
Handy  I  had  also  20  seal  skins  which  I  had  bought  from  a  native  hunter 
whose  wife  was  sick  and  he  wanted  medicine  for  her.  I  gave  him  med- 
icine and  bought  his  skins  to  accommodate  him.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  but  they  were  legally  caught,  but  they  were  taken  from  me  and 
finally  sold.  The  judge  (Dawson)  of  the  court  afterwards  told  me  they 
should  not  have  been  condemned,  and  had  lie  known  it  sooner  he  would 
not  have  permitted  them  to  have  been  taken  from  me  and  sold  on  ac- 
count of  the  Government.  Most  of  the  sealing  fleet  is  now  absent  fii'om 
this  i)ort  in  the  hands  of  sealers  of  experienct*,  having  been  so  engaged 
for  several  years.  So  far  as  I  know,  their  views,  if  they  could  be  ob- 
tained, would  be  in  harmony  with  my  own  opinions  as  herein  expressed. 

James  L.  Cathcut. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  0th  day  of  April,  A.  I).  1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  Char  Jen  ChallaJl,  sealer ,  1S88-1890. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Califotinta, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Chai-les  Challall,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  in  San 

Francisco;  my  occupation  is  that  of  a  sailor;  I  have 
Experience.  bccu  Sealing  up  the  coast  and  in  Bering  Sea  three  sea- 

sons, commencing  in  18S8  and  ending  in  1890.     In  1888 
vanderhiit    1888;  ^  ^^^^t  ou  thc  VandcrbHt.     We  did  not  go  into  the  Ber- 
whitr  1889;'  jjamii  iug  Sca  that  year.    In  1889  1  went  on  the  Whit^j  and 
ton,  1890.  |j^  239Q  J  v^eut  on  the  Hamilton.    They  were  all  sealers. 

We  generally  left  San   Francisco  in  March  or  April,  and  we  sealed 
along  the  coast  up  to  Queen  ( 'liarlotte  Sound.    The  largest  catch  we  ever 
made  between  San  Francisco  and  Queen  Charlotte  Sound  was  in  1888 
Dt'crpaso  wlicu  wc  caught  300  seals.   There  was  nnich  less  number 

t<  reaso.  of  seals  to  1)0  sccu  in  the  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea  in 

1800  than  in  1888.    We  were  hunting  in  the  Bering  Sea  most  of  the 
time  ofl'  Seventy-two  and  Uiiamak  Pass,  and  we  caught  the  seals  as  they 
Female,  feedinir       ^^^^  &oiug  to  and  from  the  Pribilof  Islands  to  feed  on 

the  fishing  grounds.    We  caught  a  great  many  seals  ou 
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the  fishing  banks  just  north  and  close  by  the  Aleutian  Archipelago. 

Most  of  the  seals  Ave  killed  going  up  the  coast  were 

females  heavy  with  pup.    I  think  9  out  of  every  10  femiSw  ifiieS™^"^* 

Avere  females.    At  least  7  out  of  8  seals  caught  in  the 

Bering  Sea  were  mothers  in  milk.    The  vessels  I  went  out  in  had  from 

4  to  0  boats  ea<jh.    Each  boat  had  3  men,  a  hunter,  and  2  inillers. 

The  average  hunter  would  get  1  out  of  every  3  that  he     ^  ,    ^,., 

^     J.  IX  J.  t  mV  ck^        Waste  of  life. 

shot;  a  poor  hunter  not  nearly  so  many.    There  are  21 
buckshot  to  a  shell.    I  think  a  great  many  seals  are  wounded  by  hunt- 
ers that  are  not  taken.    The  gunshot  wounds  more  seals  than  the  rifle. 
1  think  the  aim  of  the  hunter  is  to  kill  the  seal  rather  than  wound  it. 
When  they  are  in  school  sleeping  we  get  a  good  many.    We  did  not  get 
as  many  we  shot  at  in  the  Bering  Sea  as  we  did  on  the  coast.    If  we  got 
1  out  of  every  3  that  we  wounded  in  the  Bering  Sea  we 
were  doing  pretty  well.    I  do  not  know  of  any  place  PruSSfiiFiwidi!^  **" 
where  the  seals  haul  up  on  this  coast  except  on  the  seal 
islands. 

Chas.  Challaxl. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2d  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[L.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Fublic, 


Deposition  of  Darnel  Claussen,  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  the  26th  day  of  February,  1892,  at  my 
ollice,  434  California  street,  in  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco, 
State  of  California,  before  me,  Clement  Bennett,  a  notary  public  in  and 
for  said  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  State  of  California,  duly 
appoint<?d  and  commissioned  to  administer  oaths,  etc.,  personally  ap- 
])eared  Daniel  Claussen,  who,  being  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  fol- 
lows: 

Daniel  Claussen,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

By  the  Notary  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  occupation? — A.  My  name 
is  Daniel  Claussen;  age,  32;  I  reside  in  San  Francisco  and  am  by  occu- 
pation a  seal  hunter. 

Q.  Are  you  a  citizen  of  the  United  States! — A.  I  am;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  State  are  a  resident  of? — A.  California. 

Q.  Have  you  been  engaged  in  catching  seals  in  the  Piicific  and  Bering 
Sen,  and  for  how  longf — A.  I  have  been  engaged  in     ^^ 
sealing  in  the  Pacific  and  in  Bering  Sea  for  the  last  six       ^^  ^^*^' 
years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  what  sex  the  seals  were  that  you  have  taken  in 
the  racilic  and  Bering  Sea? — A.  Mostly  female. 

i),  VVlijit  percentage  of  the  skins  you  have  taken  were  cows? — A. 
Al)out  80  per  cent. 

Q.  VVliat  percentage  of  the  cows  you  have  taken  Mostly  pregnant f©- 
were  witli  pup? — A.  About  70  percent.  ™  ®''" 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  destroy  a  large  percentage  of  seals  that 
you  do  not  catch  I — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  that  percentage? — ^A.  We  catch  about  7     ^  ♦    r  h/ 
seals  out  oi  10. 
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Q.  When  does  sealing  commence  in  the  Pacific  and  when  does  it 
end? — A.  Sealing  commences  in  the  Pacific  about  the  1st  of  January 
and  ends  about  the  1st  of  July. 

Q.  When  does  sealing  commence  in  the  Bering  Sea  and  when  does  it 
end! — A.  Sealing  commences  in  the  Bering  Sea  about  the  Istof  July 
and  ends  about  the  last  of  October. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  seals  are  taken  compared  to  those  you  de- 
stroy in  doing  so;  in  other  words,  how  many  do  you  actually  get  out 
of  those  you  slioott — A.  We  get  about  75  per  cent  of  what  we  shoot. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  you  first  started  in  the  business  and  was 
inexperienced  in  hunting,  that  you,  like  all  other  beginners,  destroye^l 
a  mu(?h  larger  proportion  than  you  now  do! — A.  It  is;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  you  shoot  at  mostly  asleep  (m  the  water  or  awake? — 
A.  Asleep. 

1  n  d i 8  cri m inate       Q*  ^^  awakc,  do  you  shoot  at  them  while  breeching  ? — 
8iaiiKht«r.  A.  We  shoot  auy  we  can  get. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  seals  born  in  the  water,  and  is  it  your 

opinion  that  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be  born  in  the 
p<i^8ibfJ'  ^^^  "°"  water?— A.  :N^o,  sir;  they  would  drown  if  born  in  the 

water. 

Haul  ont  only  on       Q.  Do  you  kiiow  of  any  placc  where  seals  land,  out- 

PriblloflHlamU.  ^^^^  ^^  ^j^^  g^.^j  ishuids?— A.    I  dO  UOt. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  seals  as  compared 
to  i)revi<)us  years? — A.  I  think  there  has. 
Q.  If  there  is  a  decrease,  to  what  do  you  attribute  it? — A.  To  the 

killing  and  hunting  of  them  by  seal-hunters. 
Decreaflo.  q^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  i^eusli  with  tlic  COWS  tluit  you  kill  ?— 

A.  Certainly. 

Q.  Is  it  your  opinion,  if  sealing  continues  unrestricted,  that  they  will 
soon  be  exterminated? — A.  I  think  so;  yes,  sir. 

ii.  In  your  opinion  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  the  cows  in 

Bering  Sea  to  prevent  the  hcM-d  from  being  extermi- 
^^Pn»hibitiou  neoea    ^atcd  f — A.  It  is  absolutely  ucccssary  in  my  opiuiou. 
"*^^'  Q.  What  months  of  the  yejir  do  you  think  they  sh<mld 

be  protected?— A.  From  the  1st  of  July  to  the  last  of  October  1  think 
they  should  be  protected. 

Q.  Do  you  generally  shoot  seals  with  a  rifle,  or  a  shotgun? — A. 

Frearms  MoStly  with  a  SllOtgUll. 

*^*^"™  '  Q.  What  shot  do  you  use,  buckshot  or  fine  shot? — 

A.  Buckshot. 

Q.  Judging  by  the  direction  that  seals  were  traveling  in  the  spring 
of  the  year,  during  your  experience,  where  do  you  supj)ose  waft  their 
destination? — A.  To  the  rookeries  in  the  Bering  Sea. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  that  the  Bering  Sea  should  be 
^,   .       ,  ^  _,      entirely  closed? — ^A.  I  think  it  would  be  better. 

Closing   of  Bering  '^ 

Sea. 

Daniel  Olaussen. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss : 

I,  Clement  Bennett,  a  notary  jniblic  in  and  for  said  city  and  county 
of  San  Francisco,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  witness  in  the  foregoing 
deposition  named  was  by  me  duly  sworn  to  testify  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth;  that  said  deposition  was  reduced  to 
writing,  and  when  completed  was  carefully  read  over  to  said  witness^ 
and  by  him  subscribed  in  my  presence. 
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In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  affixed 
my  seal  of  office  this  26th  day  of  February,  1892. 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public, 


Deposition  of  Peter  Collins^  sealer  {boat-puller), 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss: 

Peter  Collins,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  by 
occupation  a  sailor  and  reside  in  San   Francisco.    I 
was  engaged  as  a  boat-puller  during  the  years  1888     Experience, 
and   1889.     On  both  trips   I  went  out   on  the  voy-      g  nDie  o  isgg-M 
age  of  the   sealing  schooner    San  Diego  to   Bering       ^^     ^^' 
Sea.    In  1888  we  left  here  in  February,  and  commenced  to  seal  ofl 
the  coast  near  San  Francisco  and  caught  about  300  seals  in  the  North 
Pacific;  we  then  went  into  the  Bering  Sea  about  the  middle  of  July, 
and  left  there  about  the  1st  of  September.    We  got  9Q0  seals  in  1888, 
and  1,100  in  1889,  in  the  Bering  Sea.    The  hunters  used     firearms 
both  shotguns  and  rifles.    They  used  a  rifle  to  shoot 
breeching  seals,  and  a  shotgun  to  shoot  sleepers  and  tramps.    The 
shotgun  is  not  as  fatal  as  the  rifle,  but  wounds  a  great  many  more. 
Fully  three-fourths  of  the  seals  shot  in  the  ^N^orth  Pa- 
cific were  females  with  young.    Mother  seals  pregnant  fomSwi"*^  pregnant 
ar(5  more  easily  caught  than  young  bachelors,  and  I 
am  sure  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  go  on  land  to  breed, 
and  I  have  never  heard  of  them  going  anywhere  else 

than  on  the  seal  islands  for  that  purpose.    An  average  priblTof^^iSds"^^  **** 
hunter  will  get  one  out  of  four  of  breeching  seals,  and 
one  out  of  three  of  sleepers  that  he  kills,  but  a  common  hunter  will  not 
get  so  many. 

The  hunters  will  kill  any  seals  that  come  along,  it  being  impossi- 
ble to  tell  the  sex  in  the  water.    Nearly  all  the  cows     ^asteofiife 
arc  in   milk  during  the  months  of  July  and  August 
while  they  are  out  seeking  food,  and  I  have  seen  mothers     indiscriminate, 
with  their  breasts  full  of  milk  killed  100  miles  or  more     Mothers  feeding, 
from  the  seal  islands.    I  know  they  go  great  distances     Defease 
in  search  of  food.    There  were  not  nearly  as  many  seals 
to  l)c  found  in  1889  as  there  were  in  1888.    I  think  the  decrease  is 
caused  by  the  great  destruction  of  females  killed  in  the  sea  by  the 
hunters,  and  if  something  is  not  done  to  protect  them      protection    necM- 
from  slaughter  in  the  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea,  aary. 
they  will  all  be  gone  in  a  few  years. 

Peter  Collins. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  before  me,  this  2d  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892 
[seal.]  Clement  Benjiett. 

Notary  Public 
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Deposition  of  Washington  C,  Goulson^  Captain  XT,  S,  R.  3f.,  in  command 

of  the  Bvsh. 

PELAGIC  SEALING  AND  PEIBILOF  ROOKEEIES. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss : 

Washington  C.  Coulson,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: 

I  am  captain  in  the  United  States  Revenue-Cutter  serv- 
i2^ATT"ii«co*n!  i^'^-  ^t  present  1  am  in  command  of  the  United  States 
1870.  '  revenue  cutter  Jiush.    I  was  attached  to  the  UnitM 

States  revenue  cutter  Lincoln,  under  the  command  of 
Capt.  C.  M.  Scammoii,  during  the  year  1870,  from  June  until  the  close 
of  the  year,  as  a  third  lieutenant,  and  have  been  an  oflicer  in  the  rev- 
st  Paul  and  St.  ^^^^^^  service  cvcr  since.  In  the  month  of  that  year  I 
Gwirgo  iaiaiitu  in  was  iu  thc  Bering  Sea  and  at  the  seal  islands  of  St. 
^®'®-  Paul  and  St.  George.    I  went  on  shore  at  both  islands 

and  observed  the  seals  and  seal  life,  the  method  of  kill- 
in  i87o"'  ^°^^  "  s**  »  jjjg^  ^^      2  noticed  particularly  the  great  number  of 

seal,  which  were  estimated  by  those  competent  to  judge 
that  at  least  5,000,000,  and  possibly  6,000,(M)(),  were  in  sight  on  the  dif- 
ferent rookeries.  To  me  it  seemed  as  though  tlie  hillsides  and  hauling 
grounds  were  literally  alive,  so  great  was  the  number  of  seals.  At  S£ 
George  Island,  though  the  seals  were  never  in  as  great  numbers,  nor 
were  there  so  many  hauling  i)laces,  the  seals  were  very  i)lentiful.  At 
this  time  and  for  several  years  thereafter  pelagic  sealing  did  not  take 
Mana  cimnt  ph^je  to  any  oxtcnt  and  the  animals  were  not  diverted 

anagcimn  .  from  thcir  usual  paths  of  travel.    All  firearms  w(»re  for- 

bidden and  never  have  been  used  on  tliese  islands  in  the  killing  and 
taking  of  seals.  In  fact,  unusual  noise  even  on  the  ships  at  anchor  near 
these  islands  is  avoided. 

Visiting  the  rooki^ries  is  not  permitted  only  on  certain  conditions,  and 
anything  that  might  fright<in  the  seals  avoided.  The  seals  are  never 
killed  in  or  near  the  rookeries,  but  are  driven  a  short  distance  inland, 
to  grounds  especially  set  apart  for  this  work.  I  do  not  see  how  it  is 
possible  to  conduct  the  sealing  x)rocess  with  greater  care  or  judgment. 
Under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Iledpath  on  St.  Paul,  and  Mr.  Webster  on 
St.  George  islands,  men  who  have  superintended  this  work  for  many 

years,  the  natives  do  the  driving  and  the  killing  is  per- 
^  Driving  and  kill-  fopjned  uudcr  the  sujKirvision  of  file  Government  agents. 

The  natives  understand  just  how  much  fatigue  can  be 
endured  by  the  seals,  and  the  kind  of  weather  suitable  for  driving  and 
killing,  no  greati»,r  precaution  in  that  r(*gard  can  be  taken.  The  evi- 
dence of  this  is  in  the  small  percentage  of  animals  injured  or  overheatc^d 
in  these  drives.  I  do  not  believe  the  animals  are  much  frightened  or 
disturbed  by  the  process  of  selecting  the  drives  from  the  rookeiies,  nor 
do  I  think  it  has  a  tendency  to  scare  the  animals  Jiway  from  the  islands. 
During  the  seasons  of  1800  and  1801  I  was  in  command  of  the  rev- 
^  i89o-'9i  enue  cutter  Runh  in  Bering  Sea  and  cruised  exten- 

*** '  sively  in  those  waters  around  the   seal  islands  and 

the  Aleutian  group.  In  the  season  of  1800  1  visited  the  islands  of  St. 
Paul  and  St.  George  in  the  months  of  July,  August,  and  September, 
and  had  ample  and  frequent  opportunities  of  observing  the  seal  life  as 

compared  with  1870.    I  was  astonished  at  the  reduced 

numbers  of  seals  and  the  extent  of  bare  ground  on  the 
T'ookeries  m  1390  as  compared  with  that  of  1870|  and  which  in  that 
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year  was  teeming  with  seal  life.    In  1890  the  Forth 

American  Commercial  Company  were  unable  to  kill  commercial  c^jf^ 

seals  of  suitable  size  to  make  their  quota  of  60,000  unabie  to  procure  ita 

11  1    1       ^1      •       1  J     •  •     •  i_     J    Ai  quota  m  1890. 

allowed  by  their  lease,  and,  m  my  opinion,  had  they 
been  permitted  to  take  50,000  in  1891,  they  could  not  have  secured  that 
number  if  they  had  killed  every  bachelor  seal  with  a  merchantable 
skin  on  both  islands,  so  great  was  the  diminution  in  the  number  of 
animals  found  there. 

I  arrived  with  my  command  at  St.  Paul  Island  June  7, 1891 ;  at  that 
date  very  few  seals  had  arrived  and  but  a  small  num-     g^   p^^^  ^^^  g^ 
ber  had  been  killed  for  fresh  food.    On  the  12th  of  George    islands    in 
June,  1891,  we  were  at  St.  George  Island  and  found  a  ^^^^• 
few  seals  had  been  taken  there,  also  for  food,  the  number  of  seals  arriv- 
ing not  being  enough  to  warrant  the  killing  any  great  number.    Dur- 
ing that  year  I  was  at  and  around  both  these  islands  every  month  from 
and  including  June  until  the  1st  day  of  December  (excepting  October), 
and  at  no  time  were  there  as  many  seals  in  sight  as  in  1890.     I  assert 
this  from  actual  observation,  and  it  is  my  opinion  we     ,^ 
will  find  less  this  year,  and  should  pelagic  sealing  m 
the  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea  continue,  it  is  only  a  question  of  a 
very  few  years,  when  seal  in  these  seas,  and  especially  at  the  seal  islands, 
will  be  a  thing  of  the  past,  for  they  are  beinij  rapidly  destroyed  by  the 
killing  of  females  in  the  open  sea. 

As  to  the  percentage  of  seals  lost  in  pelagic  sealing  where  the  use  of 
firearms  is  employed,  I  am  not  able  to  state  of  my  own     ^^aatoof  Jife 
observation,   but  from  conversations  with  those  en- 
gaged in  the  business  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  number  secured  is 
small  coini)ared  with  those  lost  in  attempts  to  secure  them.    No  men- 
tion was  ever  made  of  any  unusual  number  of  dead     ^^^^ 
pups  upon  the  rookeries  having  been  noticed  at  any  ^"^** 

time  prior  to  my  visit  in  1870,  but  when  I  again  visited  the  islands  in 
1890  1  found  it  a  subject  of  much  solicitude  by  those  interested  in  the 
j)erpetuati()n,  and  in  1891  it  had  assumed  such  proportions  as  to  cause 
serious  alarm.    The  natives  making  the  drives  first  discovered  this 
trouble,  then  special  agents  took  note,  and  later  on  I  think  almost  every- 
one who  was  allowed  to  visit  the  rookeries  could  not  close  their  eyes 
or  nostrils  to  the  great  numbers  of  dead  pups  to  be  seen  on  all  sides. 
In  company  with  Special  Agent  Murray,  Csiptain  Hooper,  and  Engineer 
Brerton,  of  the  Coricin^  I  visited  the  lieef  and  Gobatch  rookeries,  St. 
Paul  Island,  in  August,  1891,  and  saw  one  of  the  most  i)itiable  sights 
that  1  have  ever  witnessed.    Thousands  of  dead  and  dying  pups  were 
scattered  over  the  rookeries,  while  the  shores  were  lined  with  emacia- 
ted, hungry  little  fellows,  with  their  eyes  turned  toward     ^^^^^  ^.^^ 
the  sea  uttering  plaintive  cries  for  their  mothers,  which 
were  destined  never  to  return.     Numbers  of  them  were 
opened,  their  stomachs  exanuned,  and  the  fact  revealed  tioD?'^^^  ^^^  Btarva- 
that  starvation  was  the  cause  of  death,  no  organic  dis- 
ease being  apparent. 

The  greatest  number  of  seals  taken  by  hunters  in  1891  was  to  the 
V,  est  ward  and  northwestward  of  St.  Paul  Island,  and  the  largest  num- 
ber of  dead  pui)S  were  found  that  year  in  rookeries  situated  on  the  west- 
ern side  of  the  island.  This  fact  alone  goes  a  great 
way,  in  my  opinion,  to  confirm  the  theory  that  the  loss  oaSSU"(^Jh  "f  pSpa! 
of  the  mothers  was  the  cause  of  mortality  among  the  ' 

young. 
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After  the  mother  seals  have  given  birth  to  their  young  on  the  islands, 
1    ^  ^.     3„  she  goes  to  ^he  water  to  feed  and  bathe,  and  I  have 

Females  feeding  ^^       -u  ji  j.\  j.         i  ixi'iiij-x* 

to  100  miles  from  Prib-  obseived  thcini,  HOt  onlv  around  the  islands,  but  nom 
iiof  iHiuiids.  go  to  100  miles  out  at  sea. 

In  different  years,  the  feeding  grounds  or  the  location  where  the 
greater  number  of  seals  are  taken  by  ])oachers  seem  to  ditter;  in  other 
words,  the  seals  fre<iuently  change  feeding  grounds.  For  instance,  in 
1887,  the  greatest  number  of  seals  were  taken  by  poachers  between 
Unamak,  Akatan  Passes,  and  tlu*  seal  islands,  and  to  the  southwest- 
ward  of  St.  (leorge  Island.  In  1880,  the  liatehing  wa^  largely  done  to 
the  southward  and  eastward,  in  many  cases  from  50  to  150  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  seal  islands.    In  the  season  of  1890,  to 

o/foeiUm' l|l-ouSds "**  *^*^'  southward  and  southward  and  westward,  also  to 

northwest  and  northeast  of  th(^  islands,  showing  that 
the  seals  have  been  scattered.    The  season  of  IcSOl,  the  greatest  number 
were  taken  to  northward  or  westward  of  St.  Paul,  and  at  various  dis 
tances  from  25  to  150  miles  away. 

On  my  cruise  to  St.  Matthews  and  Unamak  Island,  we  did  not  dis- 
cover any   seal  within  25  or  30   miles  of   those  islands,   nor   do  I 
„    ,.       ,    ,        know  of  or  believe  that  the  seals  haul  out  upon  landm 

llanl ing out  only  OD  i.  xi         *  •  j.  i-   i>       •  1.1  u.      ^ 

Pribiiof  iHiaiidH.         any  ot  the  American  waters  ol  r>(M'ing  Sea,  except  at 

the  Pribilof  Islands.     If  the  seal  life  is  to  be  preserved 
rrotcction  uotes    for  Commercial  purj»oses,  the  seals  must  be  protected, 
'^^^'  not  only  in  the  Bering  Sea,  but  in  th<»  wat^ir  along  the 

Pacific  coast  from  the  Aleutian  Passes  to  tin*  ('olumbia  Iliver. 

Wash.  C.  Coi  lson, 
CapUiiny  U.  S.  Revenue  Murine, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  A.  ])., 
1802. 

[L.  S.] 

Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  VubUc. 


Deposition  o/Lcander  Cox^  marine  engin^cr^  Hailing  since  1871  between  San 

Fran<!isco  and  Bering  tSea. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss: 

Leander  Cox,  having  l)een  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  53 
years  of  age.     1  am  by  occupation  a  nu^rine   engineer.     1  reside  in 

San  Fran(!isco.  1  first  went  to  the  Bering  Sea  in 
1871,  and  have  been  going  there  annually  since  1874. 
During  the  winter  time  I  have  been  employed  as  engineer  on  a  pas- 
senger vessel  running  between  hen*  and  Victoria,  British  Columbia, 
making  occasional  trips  south  to  San  Diego,  Cal.  1  saw  but  very  few 
seuls  between  here  and  San  Diego,  but  north  from  here  to  Victoria  I 
have  formerly  seen  large  herds  of  tluMu  sleeping  and  playing  on  the 

water  dui'ing  the  winter  and  spring  months.     lu  May 

Mi^rrHtion.  ^^^  June  tlicy  congregate  about  the  passes  to  enter 

the  Bering  Sea,  and  I  have  seen  them  in  great  numbers  at  this  time. 

During  my  annual  cruising  in  Bering  Sea  and  to  and  from  the  Pribilof 

Lslan(]S  I  have  caiefulljr  noted  the  number  and  appearance  of  seals  in 
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the  water  and  on  the  breeding  rookeries  from  the  deck  of  my  vessels 

and  have  also  repeatedly  visit^  the  hauling  grounds  from  year  to  yeiir, 

and  it  was  about  1884  and  1885  that  bare  spots  began 

to  appear  on  the  rookeries,  so  much  so  that  myself  and  roSwr^*  *°  *"*  **' 

the  other  officers  often  spoke  of  it  and  discussed  the 

causes  therefor. 

The  decrease  in  number  of  seals  both  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  and  in 
the  waters  of  the  Bering  Sea  and  North  Pacific  has  been    ^  ^     , 

•  1      .  -too-  '11  •     j.1.     1      J.  XI  De<*reaJHj  of  Heals. 

very  rapid  since  188o,  esi>ecially  so  m  the  last  three  or 
four  years,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  there  is  not  now  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  number  of  seals  in  these  waters  and  on  the  islands  that 
there  were  ten  years  ago.    I  attribute  this  decrease  to     ^y^j^te  ^f  ^f^  riu- 
the  tenible  slaughter  of  female  seals  now  going  on  in  cipaUy  female.* ^"^ 
the  sea.    I  believe  the  days  of  the  fur-seal  are  pretty 
much  over,  and  if  the  remnant  is  to  be  saved,  theymust     rrotection  necea- 
be  protected  in  the  waters  of  the  North  Pacific  as  well  as  ^""^-^ " 
in  those  of  Bering  Sea,  from  the  rifle  and  shotgun  of  the  hunter.    I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  it  will  take  careful  nursing  for  some  years,  under  the 
most  favorable  circumstances,  to  restore  the  number  of  seals  to  anything 
like  what  it  was  prior  to  1878.    I  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Alaska  Com- 
mercial Company,  the  former  lessees  of  the  seal  islands,  and  their  in- 
stnictions  were  to  use  the  utmost  care  in  taking  their     ^^      ^^^^^^ 
quota  of  seals,  so  that  there  might  be  no  diminution  in        «!">«<'"»<'"  • 
number  from  year  to  year,  and  I  personally  know  those  instructions 
were  rigidly  enforced.    From  my  experience,  observation,  and  conver- 
sation with  seal  hunters,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  ftilly 
75  per  cent  of  their  catch  are  females,  and  that  a  vast  mainiy^feniaUs!*^**'^ 
number  of  the  seals  killed  by  them  are  lost.    I  am  not 
now,  and  never  have  been,  in  the  employ  of  the  present  lessees  of  the 
seal  islands. 

Leander  Cox. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  6th  day  of  April,  A.  1).  181)2. 
[SEAL.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Puhlio. 


Deposition  of  John  Dalton^  sealer  {boatptiUer). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

John  Dalton,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  32 
years  of  age.    1  reside  in  San  Francisco.    My  occupation  is  that  of  a 
sailor.     1  made  a  sealing  voyage  to  the  North  Pacific     jv  .-.  . 
and    TxTing   Sea  in  1885,  on  the  SL'hooner  Alexander,         p^-rmice. 
of  wliich  Capt.  J.  F.  McLean  was  master.     I  was  a  u^jf,-^^'"/*''"'  ^^^^'  ^ 
boat  ])ull('r.     We  left  Victoria  in  January  and  went        "^''**»- 
soiitli   to    ('ai)e    Flattery  and    Cape  Blanco,    sealing   around    there 
about  two  niontiis,  when  we  went  north,  sealing  all  the  way  nj)  to 
the  Ik'i  ing  Sea.    We  had  between  100  and  300  seals  before  entering 
the  sea.     Most  all  of  them  were  females  with  pups  in  them.    We  en- 
tciiMl  the  sea  to  the  best  of  my  recollec/tion  about  June,     m  u  f  mai 
andcaughtaboutOOOsoalsinthere,  two-thirds  of  which       o»  y  «     «•• 
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were  inotlier  seals  with  their  breasts  full  of  milk.    I  saw  the  milk  flow- 
ing on  tlie  deck  when  we  skinned  them.    We  had  six  boats,  ea<5h  boat 
having  a  hunter,  a  boat-puller,  and  steerer.    We  used  shotguns  all  the 
^^       ^j.^  time;  we  had  rifles,  but  we  did  not  use  them.    When 

as  e  o   1  e.  .^  ^^^^  rough  wcather,  we  got  one  out  of  six  that  we 

killed  or  wounded,  and  in  smooth  weather  we  could  get  on  an  average 
one  out  of  three  and  sometimes  three  out  of  five.  The  waters  were  full 
of  them  at  that  time.  We  caught  them  from  50  to  60  miles  off  the  seal 
islands. 

J.  Dalton. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April  A.  D. 
1892. 
[l.  s.]  Clement  Bennett. 

Notary  Fublio. 


Deposition  of  Joseph  Dennis ^  scaler. 

PELAGIC   sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss  : 

Joseph  Dennis,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  re- 
side in  San  Francisco.    My  occupation  has  been  that  of  seaman  for 

Ex  oriciic©  ^^^^  ^^^^  three  years.    I  was  on  the  Vanderhilt  in  1888, 

xpmciic©.  ^j^^^^  being  the  only  sealing  trip  I  ever  made.    We 

Yamierbiit,  1888.       scalcd  fi'om  Sail  Fraucisco  to  (^ueen  Charlotte  Island. 

and  caught  between    500    and  (500  seals,  nearly  all 

Mostly  pregnant  ft-  foiiial(\s    hcavy    witli    yon^g-     I    luive    seen    alive 

°***^'  young  x)np  tiik<Mi  out  of  its  mother  and  kept  alive  for 

three  or  four  days.     We  sealed  from  10  to  120  miles  off  the  coast,  but 

was  never  up  in  the  Bering  Sea  sealing.     We  hunted 
co^"t  o^^SSf ic\M    '"<>«tly  with  shotguns,  and  captured  about  one-half 

that  we  killed  and  wounded.    1  never  knew  or  heard 
of  seals  hauling  up  along  the  coast  or  giving  birth  to  their  young  in  the 

water. 

Joseph  Dennis. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2d  day  of  A])ril,  A.  D.  1892. 
[seal.]  Clement  Hknnett, 

Notary  Public 


Deposition  of  Richard  Dolan. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Califoknia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss: 

Richard  Dolan,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 

.  55  years  of  age.     i  reside  in  San  Francisco.    I  am 

.xiKTience.  ^^^  occupatiou  a  hmgshoremau.    I    made  a  sealing 

i    ij  r   voyage  to  the  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea  in  1885, 

ing  sX'iuTii«5?    ^^   on  the  schooner  Alexander y  of  which  Captain  Mcljeau 

was  master.    We  left  Victoria  the  latter  end  of  Jau- 
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nary,  and  went  south  to  Cape  Blanco,  sealing  around  there  two  or 

three  months,  when  we  started  north  to  the  Bering  Sea,  sealing  all  the 

way  up.    We  had  between  200  and  300  seals  before  entering  the  sea,  a 

great  many  of  them  btjing  females  with  ])ups  in  them.    We  entered  the 

Bering  Sea  about  the  latter  part  of  April,  and  got  over 

800  seals  in  there,  most  of  them  being  females  in  milk,  „,^e**/.*^^  "'"^'°^  ^"^ 

and  we  killed  them  from  20  to  100  miles  off  the  seal 

islands.     I  saw  the  milk  running  on  the  deck  when  we  were  skinning 

them ;  that  was  the  only  way  I  could  t^ll  they  were  females.    W^e  had 

six  boats  on  board,  each  boat  having  a  boat-puller,  hunter,  and  steeier. 

We  used  shotguns.    We  also  had  rifles,  but  only  used  them  to  shoot  at 

long  range.     On  an  average  all  the  hunters  will  get  one 

out  of  every  three  or  four  seals  that  they  killed  or 

wounded.    There  were  plenty  of  seals  in  the  water  at  that  time. 

ElCHARD   DOLAN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[L.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Fublic. 


DcpoHition  of  James  Henry  Douglass^  pilot  on  the  Rush  and  Coricin,  1882 

to  IddS. 

pelagic  sealing  and  pribilof  eookeries. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss: 

James  Henry  Dcmglass,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States.    I  am  by  occu])ation  a  master  and  pilot 
of  vessels.     Mv  residence  is  Alameda,  Cal.     I  have  had 
a  long  ex])erience  sailing  in  the  North  Pacific  and  Ber-      Experience, 
ing  Sea.     I  went  to  the  seal  islands  in  Bering  Sea  over 
twenty  years  ago,  and  have  been  there  many  times  subsequently  while 
in  the  einployment  of  the  Government.    From  1882  to  1888  1  cruised 
consecutively  in  Dcring  Sea  as  pilot  on  the  revenue  cutters  Rush  and 
Corwin^  and  was  often  on  the  seal  islands,  our  vessel  being  frequently 
anchored  otl'shore  in  the  adjacent  waters.    1  had  abundant  opportunity 
and  leisure  to  watch  the  habits  of  the  fur-seals,  both  on  the  Pribilof 
Islands  and  in  the  waters  of  the  Northwest  Pacific  Ocean  and  Bering 
Sea.     During  my  last  visits  to  the  islands  I  observed 
.,  ced  dmnnution  m  tlie  number  oi  seals 

thereon  as  contrasted  with  the  herd  seen  on  the  rookeries  five  or  six 
years  ])revi()usly.  I  am  familiar  with  the  area  and  topography  of  the 
various  rookeries  on  the  islands,  and  have  observed  that  spaces  for- 
nicrly  occu])ied  by  seal  herds  are  now  vacant  and  parts     ^  ,    , 

/.    ,1  1        'xt  rw\i  •      !•      •       J.'  Grass  ou  rookeries. 

ot  tluMu  covered  with  grass.    This  diminution  was  par- 

ticulai  ly  noticeable  in  1887  and  1888,  the  last  two  years  of  my  visits  to 

the  islands. 

The  cause  of  this  decrease  I  believe  to  be  due  to  the  promiscuous  kill- 
ing of  the  seals  by  hunters  on  the  open  sea  and  the  dis-         ^  ^ 
turbapce  caused  by  their  in-esence  in  destroying  the 
uiotlier  seals  and  scattering  the  herds.     1  have  conversed  with  a  great 
many   persons   who  have  been   engaged  in  sealing  in  the  Northern 
waters,  and  their  uniform  testimony  is  to  the  effect  that  the  opeu-sea 
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linntin^  is  rapidly  destroying  the  fur-seals,  and  that  it  is  only  a  ques* 
tion  of  a  few  years  until  they  entirely  disapi)ear  if  the  i)elagic  sealing 
(»x)ntinues.  Wince  the  seal  liunting  began  to  be  industriously  pursued 
about  the  years  1884-'8o,  and  the  transfer  of  American  schooners  to  the 
British  flag  at  Victoria,  J^ritish  Colombia,  took  i>lace  to  avoid  seizure, 
I  have  been  made  acquainted,  both  from  observation  ami  conversation 
a  ,^  .      ^ .    ,     with  sealers,  of  the  fact  of  the  growing  scarcity  of  seals. 

Scatter! hi;  of  hems.     .  v       •  i    i  j.i  j.  r  \  ^» 

During  my  voyages  uj)  and  down  the  coast  I  have  ire- 
quently  seen  fur-seals  in  small  groups  at  i)oints  where,  until  lately,  they 
were  never  known  to  a]»pear  belpre.  This  scattering  of  the  herd  is  un- 
questionably in  large  part  due  to  the  fact  that  expert  hunters  first  aim 
to  kill  the  leader  of  these  small  herds,  when  the  remaining  members  be- 
coming confused  and  scattered  fall  an  easier  ]»rey  to  the  sealer,  or  losing 
their  way  wander  off  in  their  frightened  condition  t^)  new  grounds  away 
from  the  usual  path  to  tlu^  islands  where  they  are  kiHed  by  Indians  or 
sealers  alongshore. 

My  information  and  observation  is  that  a  very  large  proportion  of 

those  killed  along  the  coast  and  at  sea  from  Oregon  to  the  Aleutian 

MHorit  offcniahw  Islii^ds  are  fcHialo  scals  with  pups;  I  think  not  less 

withVup.'^  "  *^""'  *^  than  95  per  cent.    The  proportion  of  female  seals  killed 

in  the  Bering  Sea  is  equally  large,  but  the  destruction 

to  seal  life  is  much  greater,  owing  to  the  fiujt  that  when 

a  mother  seal  is  killed  her  suckling  pup  left  at  the 

rookery  also  perishes.     Impregnation  having  also  taken  2>lace  before  she 

h^ft  the  rook(»ry  in  search  of  food,  tlie  fietus  of  the  next  year's  birth  is 

likewise  destroye<l.    I  also  found  that  females  after  giving  birth  to 

their  young  at  the  rookeries  seek  the  codlish  banks  at  various  points 

,    ^  ,.  at  a  distance  of  from  40  to  ll'o  miles  fnmi  the  islands 

tor  tiM)d,  and  are  fn^quently  absent  one  or  more  days  at 

a  time,  when  they  return  to  find  their  young. 

1  have  noticed  that  t\w  tenmles  when  at  sea  are  less  wild  and  dis- 
trustful than  th(j  bachelor  seals,  and  dive  less  quickly  in  the  presence 
of  the  hunter.  After  feeding  plentifully,  or  when  resting  after  heavy 
weather,  they  apjK^ar  to.  fall  aslee])  upon  the  surface  of  the  water.  It 
is  th(»n  they  become  an  easy  target  for  the  hunters. 
About  seven  years  since*  I  Avas  on  the  revenue-cutter  Cone  in  when 
San  Divto  ^itahX  ^^^^  scizcd  the  sealing  schooner  San  Diego  in  Bering 
ifkV     "^*'  "^  "^ '   Sea.    On  the  schooner's  deck  were  found  the  bodies  of 

some  twenty  seals  that  had  recently  been  killed.    An 
M:Uoritv  of  fnuHi.'  examinati<m  of  the  bodi<»s  disclosed  that  all  of  them, 
skills  on  board.  \\\t\\  but  a  siuglc  cxccptiou,  wcre  females,  and  had 

their  young  inside  or  W4»n»  giving  suck  to  their  young. 

Out  of  simie  ."iOO  or  600  skins  on  board   I  only  found  some  5  of  the 

numlxM-  that  wcmc  taken  from  males.    1  liave  also  been  pi'esent  at  nu- 

nuMous  other  seizures  of  sealing  vessels,  some  eighteen  in  number,  and 

,.,,  ,    .  I  among  the  several  thousand  skins  seized  I  found  on 

8kiu8ubouni.  examination  that  they  were  almost  invariably  those  of 

females.  Tliere  ccMtainly  was  not  a  larger  proportion 
of  males  than  five  to  the  hundred  skins.  This  great  slaughter  of  mother 
seals  certainly  menus  a  speedy  destruction  to  seal  life. 

I  have  myself  observed,  and  have  so  learned  from  others,  that  for  the 

last  ten  or  tifteen  years  there  were  more  seals  at  the  islands  than  there 

were  twenty^wo  years  ago  when  1  lirst  visited  the  Pribilof  Islands;  an 

,,  .  increase  due,  without  doubt,  to  the  verv  careful  pro- 

tection  and  fostering  of  the  seal  herds  attbrded  by  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Conii)any,  then  lessee  of  the  islands. 

J.  II.  Douglass. 
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Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  tliis  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892 
[l.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  Peter  Buffy^  sealer  (boat-ptiller). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  ISan  Francisco^  ss: 

IMer  Duffy,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  by 
occupation  a  seaman.    I  reside  in  San  Francisco.    I 
was  in  the  Bering  Sea  in  1884  and  1885,  on  board  the     Expericuoc. 
Sea  Otter,  of  whicli  Captain  Williams  was  master.  1  was     ^^^  ^^^^  .^  ^^^^^ 
a  boat-puller.    We  left  San  Francisco  and  fished  up  the  sea  in  i884-'85.  *  °*^ 
coast  until  we  entered  the  Bering  Sea,  in  July,  and 
sealed  about  the  sea  until  we  were  driven  off  by  the     i>ri?^en  off  by  the 
revenue-cutter  Coricin.    From  there  we  went  to  the     *'"^*'** 
Copper  Islands.    Our  whole  catch  amounted  to  900     Wasteofiife.mostiy 
skins,  and  we  killed  most  of  them  with  rifies.     W^eonly  JJ^}^*"^  ^^  pivguant 
got  about  one  out  of  eight  that  we  shot  at,  and  they 
were  most  all  females  giving  milk  or  in  pup.     When  we  cut  the  hide  off 
you  could  see  the  milk  running  from  the  breasts  of  the  seals.    The  sec- 
ond year  we  got  over  1,300  skins;  some  of  them  were  cows  with  pups  in 
them,  and  most  all  the  rest  were  cows  giving  milk  and  some  of  tlie  lat- 
ter we  killed  as  far  from  the  rookeries  as  Unimak  Pass.    I  can  not  tell 
the  sex  of  the  seal  in  the  water.    Our  hunters  were 
<ndi nary,  average  hunters.    We  tried  to  make  a  raid     Kai«J on  st.  George 
on  St.  (leorge  Island,  but  the  Cor  win  was  after  us  and 
we  kept  out  of  its  way. 

Peter  Duffy. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  6th  day  of  April,  1892. 
fL.  s.J  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


DepoHition  of  M.  C.  Ersline,  master  mariner  for  twenty  four  years. 
pelagic  sealing  and  pribilof  rookeries. 

State  of  (Lylifornia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

M.  C.  Krskine,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  65 
yeais  of  age.     I  reside  in  San  Francisco.     I  am  a  mas- 
ter nijuiner  by  occu])ation.    I  have  been  going  to  the     ^»P«rience. 
Bering  Seji  twenty-four  years.    I  went  first  to  the  seal  islands  in  April, 
isos,  and  have bet'u  going  there  ever  since,  visiting  the 
islnndseveryyearuntillSOO.    I  have  been  cruising  ahmg  ^^^  islands  i8(»- 
t  he  eojist  from  here  to  the  Aleutian  Islands,  and  ha  vehad 
an  opportuiuty  of  ascertaining  the  habits  of  the  seals.    A  year  ago  last 
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March  I  saw  a  herd  of  seals  of  from  500  to  600  just  above  Cape  Men- 
docino. 1  bavf  als^i  ofUm  met  large  numl^ers  scattered  along  the 
c^iast  of  C'ape  Flattery,  generally  from  10  to  20 miles  oflshore.  I  have 
never  been  around  the  coast  from  Sitka  to  Prince  William  Sound. 
From  what  I  have  seen  and  heard  I  believe  seals  are  fonnd  from  Cape 
Mendocino  up  to  Cape  riattery  in  the  winter  months.  In  December, 
Januarv,  Kebruarv.  and  Mjircli  of  the  vears  1800  and  1891  I  was  run- 
ning  on  the  regular  pass(»n;rer  trips  from  here  to  Puget  bound.  I  fre- 
quently saw  both  seals  and  hunters.  I  think  the  seals 
\r^?r.^7i""il??r'  *"  commence  to  leave  the  coast  working  their  wav  north 

in  March  and  April.  Two  years  ago  this  spnng,within 
20  or  '50  miles  off  (;ai)e  Flattery,  west  of  the  coast  of  Vancouver,  I 
sighted  one  trip  5  or  0  sealing  schorMjers. 

While  there  is  some  <litt'<*rence  in  the  appearance  of  the  female  and 
old  male  seals,  1  do  not  think  it  would  be  possible  for  the  hunters  to 
tell  that  diireren<:e  in  the  sea  at  any  gn^at  distance.  I  have  noticed 
that  the  seals  gather  in  large  herds  at  the  passes  about  the  time  they 
are  ready  to  go  into  the  Bering  Sea,  and  that  they  are  more  scattered 
i«r'i  I  ninta'.of  ^^'^**-"  ^^'^^^  aloiig  tlic  coast.  I  suw  oue  schooner's  catch 
i*-u1!iif-Hul'i-u.  **"' "  examined  at  Unalaska  in  ISSO,  and  there  were  found  a 
ApiM.ir  iti  ivrinj.'  Jj"'K<*  P<*'"  cciitagc  of  fciuale  seals  among  them,  llie 
s^ji  iatt«M  pjiri  oi  seals  generally  api)eiu*  in  the  Bering  Sea  about  the 
^''"'*  latter  i)art  of  April.     I  think,  however,  their  arrival 

depiMids  a  greiit  deal  upon  the  season.  The  large  bachelor  seals  and 
the  old  bulls  are  the  first  to  enter  the  sea  about  April  or  May,  and  the 
c^iws  generally  commence  in  arrive  and  are  seen  by  thcmsands  in  the 
middle  of  June.    Por  many  years  prior  to  ISOO  I  have  observed  the 

rcMikeries  from  my  shii)and  also  from  the  islands.  The 
nM^k^l-H  hi  ?»Sr  ^"  first  decrease  i  n  the  number  appearing  on  the  rookeries 

and  in  the  surrountling  sea  that  1  i)articularly  noticed 
was  in  i\iG  summer  of  ISSJ,  an<l  it  has  become  more  marked  from  year 
to  year  since.  For  the  last  three  or  four  y<»ars  their  disappearance  has 
been  very  marked.  In  O/tolxT,  ist>!>,  I  made  a  trip  from  Unalaska  to 
St.Michaels.  \Vli(»n  abfjut  2i>  iniles  stMith  of  St. George  we  commenced 
t.o  watch  for  seals  passing  tin*  Z.j]»an(lie  rookery  close  in  shore,  along 
the  west  end  of  St.  (ieorg(»  Island  to  Otter  Island  and  Seal  Island  rock; 
thence  to  Northeast  Point  ab()ut  a  mile  and  a  half  off  shore. 

When  we  sf  artiul  1  reipiested  the  olhcc»rs  to  keep  a  sharp  lookout  and 
to  rejMjrt  if  tlM*y  saw  any  seals  in  th<»  water.  1  was  on  deck  most  of  the 
time  myself,  also,  and  we  only  saw  2  seals  in  the  whole  run,  whereas, 
ten  years  ago,  when  on  a  similar  voyage,  seals  were  so  plentiful  that  it 

was  impossible  to  count  them.  From  my  hmg  observa- 
thVni'**"^"*  *"  "'""  lion  1  <lo  not  think  tluM'e  are  as  many  seals  by  two- 
thirds  now  annually  arriving  on  the  islands  or  in  those 
waters  as  there  were  ten  years  ago,  whc^i  I  first  (commenced  to  notice 
that  tli4\v  were  decreasing.  By  tliis  statt^ment  I  meam  to  say  that  only 
one  third  as  many  an*  now  to  be  seen  as  fonnerly.  I  have  often  ob- 
served tlie  <lriving  and  killing  of  t  lie  seal  <m  the  islands 
iiiil'uiMl"kmini"  '^**^    ^^y  **'**  fornu'r  lessees,  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 

and  1  know  thecom])anyre<iuired  the  seals  to  be  handled 
with  gn^atcare,  and  that  the  instructions  from  the  company  were  to  that 
effect,  and  rigidly  enfon-cd.  Until  hunting  and  killing  w^as  commenced 
by  hunters  in  tlie(»j)en  sea  I  obs<*rved  no  appreciable  decrease  in  the 
numlxT  arriving,  which  was  about  ISSL  In  my  opinion  the  chasing  of 
the  s(^ils  and  the  shooting  of  them  has  a  tendency  to  frighten  them  and 
distui'b  them  antl  prevents  their  increasing  as  they  would  if  they  were 
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left  undisturbed  iu  the  waters.     From  my  observation  of  the  methods 

employed  by  the  open-sea  hunters  I  believe  that  a  very 

large  proportion  of  those  killed  by  them  are  lost.    I   ^^^"8t«o<'ii<'«80p«r. 

have  often  heard  sealers  so  express  themselves.    Tliey 

have  said  to  me  that  they  get  only  about  1  out  of  5  shot  or  killed; 

others  made  the  loss  still  greater.    I  think  the  latter  statement  more 

n(»arly  correct. 

The  large  decrease  of  seals  in  the  waters  of  the  ocean  and  sea  nmst 
unquestionably  be  caused  by  the  indiscriminate  killing 
now  going  on  by  poaching  schooners,  and  if  not  dis-  j^^n^iJ^^riminate  kui- 

continued,  it  will  most  certainly  be  a  matter  of  a  very 
few  years  before  the  seals  will  be  exterminated.  I  have  been  for  the 
past  twenty-four  years  and  am  now  employed  by  the  Alaska  Commer- 
cial Company,  the  former  lessees  ot  the  seal  islands,  and  my  opportu- 
nity for  gathering  the  facts  licrein  set  forth  has  been  of  the  most  favor- 
able character,  both  at  the  seal  islands  as  well  as  in  the  Bering  Sea.  I 
am  not  now  and  never  have  been  in  the  employ  of  the  present  lessees 
of  the  seal  islands. 

M.  C.  Erskine. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  6th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  Oeorge  Fairchild,  sealer  {boat-puller). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss : 

George  Fairchild,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  re- 
side  in  San  Francisco.    I  am  a  .sailor  by  occupation. 
1  made  a  sealing  voyage  to  the  North  Pairific  and        ^perence. 
Bering  Sea  on   the   Sadie   Clyde,   of  which  Captain      '^"'^^  ^'^^''  ^*^- 
Dockerty  was  master.    I  was  a  boat-puller.    We  sailed  from  Victoria 
on  the  loth  of  April,  1888.    We  went  north  to  the  Bering  Sea,  sealing 
all  the  way  up,  and  got  110  seals  before  entering  the  sea.    Most  of 
them  were  cows,  nearly  all  of  which  had  pups  in  them. 
We  took  some  of  the  pups  alive  out  of  the  bodies  of  p^p^^^^    *''*'^'*    ^"^ 
the  females.     We  entered  the  Bering  Sea  May  25th, 
and  we  got  703  seals  in  there,  the  greater  quantity  of  which  were  fe- 
males witli  their  breasts  full  of  milk,  a  fact  which  I  know  by  reason  of 
having  seen  the  milk  flow  on  the  deck  when  they  were  being  skinned. 
We  had  5  boats  on  board,  each  boat  having  a  hunter,      ^va8tflof  uf 
boat  ])uller,  and  steerer.    We  used  shotguns  and  rifles. 
We  got  1  out  of  every  5  or  0  that  we  killed  or  wounded,      ('anirht  soais  10-50 
We  wounded  a  great  many  that  we  did  not  get.    We  °''**'^  ^'"™  *"^'^^*- 
caught  them  from  10  to  50  miles  off  the  seal  islands. 

George  Fairchild. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 

IS!»2. 

[L.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Fublic 
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Deposition  of  George  Fogely  managing  owner  since  1688. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Califokma, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

(jeorge  Fogel,  liaviiig  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  52 

years  of  age.    I  reside  in  San  Francisco.    My  oceiipa- 
Experience.  ^\^y^^  jg  |]j.j^^  ^f  j^  luereliant.    1  liave  been  interested  in 

sealing  schooners  for  four  years,  prior  to  1892.    1  sent 

a  H.  White  and  (,ut  the  (\  JI.  Wliitf*  and  Kate  Manning  to  the  Bering 

KauManmu^,.  g^^  .^^^^j  ^^^^^.^j^  Pacific.-  We  equii)ped  our  vessels  with 

shotguns  and  riflcss.  They  generally  left  liere  in  March  and  hunti^d 
along  the  coast  to  the  pass4*s,  an<l  then  into  the  Bering  Sea  and  re- 
turned here  in  August  or  September.    The  seals  taken  by  them  were 
^,    ,     „  ,.     ,      nearly  all  females,  as  the  bulls  are  siattenni  al)Out  and 

T^AOfiY*  Jill  ifiiialf}) 

go  out  to  sea  a  great  <listance,  and  it  does  not  pay  to 
go  after  them,  while  the  females  go  in  big  bands  and  do  not  travel  off 
shore  as  far  as  the  bulls.  We  alwavs  sold  our  skins  in  San  Francisco. 
From  the  ammunition  we  furnisheil  them  I  learned  that  some  of  the 

Kxpertrt  K't  a  sia  ^^^^^^^'^^^  ^^>  «^'i  avcragc  uscd  froiu  two  to  three  rounds 
for 'J  or :{  nniiuir  of  of  sliot  to  a  scal.  whilc  otlicrs  used  from  fortv  to  fifty 
Bhot ;  oih.  r^.  40  to  0..   i.^ii„,|y;^    i?r<„„  iin.  reports  of  the  otlieers  to  me  I  learned 

that  the  seals  were  much  scarcer  in  1891  than  they 
wrtaiH'.  ^^,^^j.^  j^^  l^s,  when  1  first  sent  them  out.    I  have  gone 

out  of  the  business  because  it  became  so  uniuofitable  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  seals.  1  give  them  four  years  more,  and  if  they  keep  on 
hunting  them  as  they  do  now,  there  will  be  no  more  seals  left  worth 
going  after. 

A  few  years  ago  youc<mld  go  oft' shore  ab(mt  50niih*sfrom  San  Fran- 
cisco and  you  would  come  across  thousjinds  of  seals  leisurely  going 
r        '  1874         lioith,  while  now  we  see  but  very  few.    I  fitted  out  the 
.ygne ,  m    .  .        sijiiooncr  Cy<jnct  in  1874,  which  was  one  of  the  first  seal- 
ers to  go  to  the  Bering  Sea,  and  we  had  no  trouble  in  getting  seals  at 
that  time, for  they  were  very  ])lentiful  and  gentle,  and  would  stand  up 
and  look  at  the  hunters  until  they  shot  them.    You  can  not  do  that 
now.    Seals  have  been  growing  very  scarce  within  the  last  few  years, 
and  it  does  not  pay  to  fit  out  sealing  schmniers.    I  attribute  the  decrease 
Antarctic  eeau        ^^  uumbei's  to  their  bcuig  hunted  so  much.    In  1870, 1 

sent  a  vessel  to  Chillaway,  oflF  the  coast  of  Chile,  wheFe 

there  were  thousands  of  seals  in  those  waters.    This  last  season  the 

Hancock  returned  from  a  trip  there,  and  the  captain  informed  me  that 

^  there  were  no  seals  worth  mentioning.    Thev  would 

have  been  goiMl  rookeries  to-day  if  they  had  beeu  pro- 
tected from  marauders.  Tin*  South  Shetland  rookeries  were  in  the  same 
c<mdition  in  former  years,  while  to-day  you  could  not  get  a  thousand 
dollars  worth  of  seals  if  you  were  to  hunt  there  the  whole  season.  My 
exiK^rience  is  that  the  scfil  herds  in  the  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea 

have  been  greatly  dei)leted  within  the  last  few  years 
j»n>i,i],itioi.  lie*  e«    ^y  ^^^  coustaut  pursuit  and  killing  of  them  in  the  water 

by  hunters,  and  unless  it  is  stopi>ed  at  once  they  will  be 
,  ,,    ..*,.„   exterminated.    The  increased  value  of  skins  in  the  last 

IiKiiMcrimiDatc  kill-    «  ,  u^-i^i*  •  -i  ±.  •    x. 

uvjr.  few  years  has  stimulated  inexperienced  men  to  gointo 

the  business;  and  they  slaughter  everything  in  sight 
without  regard  to  sex.  Go.  FooiX. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  18d2 
[L.  s.]  Cleme>'t  Bennett, 

notary  Public 
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Be  it  remembered  that  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1892,  at  my  office, 
434  California  street,  in  the-city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  State  of 
California,  before  me,  Clement  Bennett,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said 
city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  State  of  California,  duly  appointed 
and  commissioned  to  administer  oaths,  etc.,  personally  appeared  Luther 
T.  Franklin,  who,  being  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Deposition  of  Luther  T,  Franklin,  sealer, 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Luther  T.  Franklin,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

The  Notary: 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  age,  re/^idence,  and  occupation? — A.  My 
name  is  Luther  T.  Franklin;  age,  35;  residence,  at  present,  Oakland; 
occupation,  seal-hunter. 

Q.  Are  you  a  citizen  of  the  United  States? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  State  are  you  a  resident  of? — A.  State  of  California. 

Q.  Have  you  been  engaged  in  catching  seals  in  the  Pacific  and  Be- 
ring Sea? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  how^  h)ng  a  time  have  you  been  so  engaged? — A.  Three  sea- 
sons. 

Q,  Do  you  know  of  what  sex  the  seals  were  that  you     Experience, 
have  taken  in  the  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea? — A.  The 
majority  of  t\w\n  are  females.    Last  year  I  killed  72,  and  out  of  the  72 
there  was  only  3  males. 

Q.  What  x)evcentage  of  the  skins  you  have  taken 
Avere  cows?— A.  About  90  to  95  per  cent.  J^  **»  ^^  p«^  *^«"* 

■*•  COW8. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  cows  you  have  taken 
were  with  pup? — A.  AH  that  are  killed  in  the  Pacific     ^^^  u)ormiikine 
aie  with  pup,  and  those  that  are  killed  in  the  Bering         pup  or  mi 
Sea  have  been  delivered  of  pups  on  the  islands  and  are  with  milk. 

Q.  When  does  sealing  commence  in  the  Pacific,  and  when  does  it 
end? — A.  Sealing  commences  in  the  Pacific  about  the  beginning  of 
February,  and  ends  about  the  1st  of  May. 

Q.  Wiien  does  sealing  commence  in  the  Bering  Sea,  and  what  date 
does  it  end? — A.  Sealing  commences  in  the  Bering  Sea  about  the  Ist  of 
May,  and  ends  about  the  last  of  September. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  seals  are  taken,  compared  to  those  you  de- 
stroy in  doing  so?  How  many  do  you  get  of  those  you  shoot? — A.  That 
depends  upon  the  hmiter.  The  general  average  is  about  35  ^^  ^  percent 
35  to  40  are  taken  out  of  100  that  are  killea.  taken  of  those  killed. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  you  tirst  started  in  the  business  and  was 
inexperienced  in  hunting,  that  you,  like  all  other  beginners,  destroyed 
a  nnicli  larger  proportion  than  you  now  do? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Arc  the  seals  youshootat  mostly  asleeppnthe  water,  or  awake? — 
A.  Mostly  asleep. 

(?.  Do  you  slioot  at  them  while  breeching? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  seals  born  in  the  water? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  in  ycmr  opinion,  is  it  possible  for  them  to  be  born     ^  ,    .    ,,  ,^   , 

^,  "^  ,       3        4      -KT  •         'i.    •  X  'IT  Polagic    birth    im« 

in  t\n\  water? — A.  JNo,  sir;  it  is  not  possible.  iMmHibie. 

(?.  Do  you  know  of  any  place  where  seals  land,  ou^     ^^^^  „„  AieuUan 
side  otth{»seal  islands? — A.  I  do  not;  exceptin  the  fall,  laiancuinthofau. 
they  land  on  the  Aleutian  Islands. 
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Q.  Has  tliere  been  any  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  seals  as  compared 

to  previous  years! — A.  I  have  not  been  on  the  islands 
ecrease.  in  tlic  last  fcw  ycars,  but  T  should  imagine  there  has 

been  a  great  decrease. 
Q.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  decrease! — A.  To  the  number  of 

vessels  that  are   up  there  engaged  in   killing  seals, 
^'''"**''  nejirly  all  of  which  are  females.    La.st  year  there  w(»rc 

72  vessels  fiit4»d  out  from  Victoria  alone,  to  say  nothing  of  vessels  that 
are  fitted  out  at  other  other  i)laces. 

Q.  Do  the  pups  perish  with  the  cows  that  you  kill! — 
pups.  ^    Naturally  they  must. 

Q.  Js  it  your  opinion  if  sealing  continues  unrestricted  that  they  will 
soon  be  exterminated! — A.  Certainly  they  will. 

Q.  In  your  ojnnion.  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  i)rotect  the  cows  iu 
the  liering  Sea  to  i)revent  the  herd  from  being  exterminated! — A.  Cer- 
tainly. 

^„  Q.  For  what  months  in  the  vear  is  it  necessarv  to 

^nrlr  "''^""  "'^'"'  prot<Mit  the  cows  in  the  Bering  Sea!— A.  From  the  iirst 

ol*  May  to  the  last  of  August. 
Q.  Do  you  generally  shoot  seals  with  a  rille  or  a  shotgun! — A.  Most 
all  huntei's  use  shotguns,  but  I  use  a  ritie  with  .38-.4(>  caliber. 

Q.  Judging  by  the  direction  that  seals  were  traveling  in  the  spring 
of  the  year,  during  your  experience,  where  do  you  suppose  was  their 
destination! — A.  The  seal  islands  and  the  Bering  Sea. 

Q.  In  your  ex]H»rience,  while  you  were  hunting  seals,  nearly  all  the 
senilis  that  you  killed  were  cows  and  nearly  all  had  pups! — A.  Nearly 
all  the  cows  that  were  killed  in  the  l^icitic  were  with  pup,  and  conse- 
([lUMitly  the  pups  >yere  all  killed.  As  1  said  before,  out  of  72  sefils  that 
1  killed,  there  were  only  .*5  males. 

L.  T.  Franklin. 

State  of  Califounta, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  88: 

I,  Clement  Bennett,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  city  and  county 
of  San  Francisco,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  witness  in  the  foregoing 
deposition  named  was  by  me  duly  sw(nn  to  testify  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  tlie  truth.  That  said  deposition  was  reduced  to 
writing,  and  when  comi)leted  was  carefully  r(»ad  over  to  said  witness, 
and  by  him  subscribed  in  my  i)resence. 

In  witn(»ss  whereof  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  affixed 
my  seal  of  ollice  this  2d  day  of  J\Iarch,  1892. 

[L.  S.J  Clkment  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


DepoHition  of  William  Frazer^  scaler  {hoatjnillcr). 

■ 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

William  Frazer,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 

22  years  of  age.    I  reside  in  San  Francisco.    My  oc<;u- 
Experieuce.  patiou  is  that  of  a  laborer.    I  have  made  three  trips  to 

the  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea  within  the  last  six 
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years.    My  first  trip  was  on  the  Charles  WHsorij  of     y^nderbiu 
wliicli  Cai)t.  Robert  Turner  was  master,  and  the  next 
was  in  the  Vanderhilt^  and  the  last  was  in  the  C  0.  White. 
We  sailed  from  San  Francisco  on  these  trips.    I  left 
here  on  the  Charles  Wilson  in  the  eariy  part  of  March, 
and  we  followed  up  the  coast,  catching  a  few  seals  on 
our  way,  we  were  working  our  way  right  up  north.     We  did  not  hunt 
in  the  Boring  Sea  that  year,  but  hunted  in  the  North  Pacific,  catch- 
ing some  300  seals.    I  was  a  boat  puller.    The  hunters  used  rifles  and 
sliotguns.    They  got  about  one  out  of  every  six  they     ^         ^^  ^ 
shot  at  or  killed,  and  sometimes  they  got  none.    The  ^  "'  ' 

greater  majority  of  them  were  females.  I  could  not  tell  ^^^^  of  ti  o  o  t  k 
whether  a  seal  was  a  male  or  female  while  it  was  in  the  fomaiea^^in  '^up  or 
water  unless  it  was  an  old  bull.  Mostly  all  the  females  ™»ik*ng- 
killed  has  unborn  pups  or  were  cows  giving  milk.  We  did  not  kill 
any  on  the  islands.  We  never  went  in  close  enough.  We  killed 
females  giving  milk  more  than  100  miles  from  the  seal  islands.  Most 
all  the  seals  sunk  or  dove  out  of  sight  when  killed  or  wounded  and  a 
great  many  of  them  we  could  not  get. 

The  next  vessel  I  went  on  was  the  VanderlnlU    We  did  not  enter  the 
Bering  Sea  on  that  trip  either.      We  got  about  350  seals,  most  all  fe- 
males.    She  was  wrecked  and  we  came  down  on  the 
Dora,  belonging  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company.     ^anrf«rwi< wrecked. 
The  next  trip  was  on  the  C.  O.  White.    That  trip  we     Mostly  femaiea. 
entered  the  Bering  Sea  on  the  Kussian  side,  and  hunted      c.  a.  white. 
all  the  coast  of  Japan  to  the  Bering  Sea.    I  do  not 
know  it'  we  were  on  the  American  side  or  not.     We  got  about  GOO  seals 
on  that  trip.     They  were  nearly  all  females.    I  noticed  when  we  skinned 
them  that  they  were  females  in  milk,  as  the  milk  would      ^^^^ 
run  from  their  breasts  on  to  the  decks.    We  got  back        ^^^       emaes. 
here  in  September,  and  landed  our  skins  here.    There     i^ecroase. 
Win  e  not  as  many  seals  last  year  as  there  were  the  first  years  I  went. 

William  Frazeb. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  tx)  before  me  this  5th  day  of  April,  A.D.,  1892. 
[l.  s.]  Clement  Bennkt, 

Notary  Fuhlic, 


Deposition  of  Edward  W.  Funckc^  sealer. 

PELAaiO  SEALING. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  the  2Gth  day  of  February,  1892,  at  my 
ofTire,  434  California  street,  in  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco, 
State  of  California,  before  me,  Clement  Bennett,  a  notary  public  in  and 
lor  said  eity  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  State  of  Calitbrnifi,  duly  ap- 
])()inted  and  cominissioned  to  administer  oaths,  etc.,  i)ersonally  api)eared 
i:dwanl   W.  Funcke,  who  being  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  foHows: 

i':i)WARi)  W.  FuNCKE,  having  been  duly  swom,  testified  as  follows: 

The  NoTAKY: 

Q.  What  is  you  name,  age, residence,  and  occupation! — A.  My  name 
isKdward  VV.  Funcke;  age,  27;  residence, at  San  Francisco;  occupation, 
seal  hunter. 
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Q.  Are  you  a  citizen  of  the  niiit<?d  States? — A.  No,  I  am  not. 
Q.  Wliat  State  are  you  a  resident  of? — A.  California. 
Ex   rience.  ^'  ^^^^'^  ^^^^^  hnQu  eugai^ed  lu  cateliinfT  seals  in  the 

xptnence.  Padfic  and  Bering  Sea,  and  for  how  longt — A.  For 

the  last  five  years;  yes. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  of  what  sex  the  seals  were  that  yon 
tak«"aroiSmai<Si*"*  l»'»ve  taken  in  the  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea!— A.  About 

90  per  cent  of  them  were  females. 
Q.  What  percentage  of  the  skins  you  have  taken  were  cows  t — ^A. 
About  9(>  per  cent. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  cows  you  have  taken 
p4!naut.^  ^'""'^  *"""*  were  with  pup  ?— A.   About  60  per  cent  were  with 

pup. 

Q.  When  does  sealing  commence  in  the  Pacifle,  and 
of^JaiilTg "Sa^n.  *""  wlicu  docs  it  QUiU — A.  Sealing  commences  about  tlie 

1st  of  January  and  ends  about  the  middle  of  July  in 
the  Pacific. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  seals  are  taken  compared  to 
asteo   le.  thosc  you  destroy  in  doiiig  SO?    In  other  words,  how 

many  do  you  actually  get  of  those  you  shoot  f — A.  About  30  per  cent. 
Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  you  first  started  in  the  business  and 
was  inexperienced  in  hunting  that  you,  like  all  other  beginners,  de- 
stroyed a  much  larger  i)roportion  than  you  now  dof — ^A.  Yes,  a  little 
more  in  proporti<m. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  you  shoot  at  mostly  asleej)  (m  the  water  or  awake, 

and  if  awake,  do  you  shoot  at  them  while  breeching! — A.  Yes;  we 

shoot  at  them  while  they  are  breeching,  but  if  we  get  a  shot  while  they 

are  asleep  we  shoot  then. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  s(»en  any  seals  born  in  the  water,  and  is  it  your 

Not  bom  iu  wat«*r    *U>"**<>"  ^^»«^t  it  is  iM)ssibl(»  for  tlicm  to  be  born  in  the 

waterf — A.  I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be 
born  in  water;  no,  sir. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  of  anv  place  where  seals  land  out- 

aiuiH.  *'"^'"'''  ''^  ^^"  8><^**  0^  ^^"^  '^^"^^  islands*— A.  No,  sir;  1  do  not. 

Q.  lias  there  been  any  decrease  in  the  quantity  of 
DecTViiM  s(»als  as  ('omparedto  previous  years! — A,  There  is  a 

decrease  of  alxmt  20  to  30  i)er  cent  less. 
Q.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  decrease ! — A.  1  attribute  it  to 
them  being  overhunted. 

Q.  Do  th<»  ]mps  perish  with  the  cows  that  you  kill! — A.  Invariably 
th<*y  do;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  your  o])ini(ni,  if  sealing  continues  unrestricted,  that  they 

will  soon  he  ext<Tminatcd! — A.  Yes;  1  think  they  will. 

Q,  In  your  opinion  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  the  cows  in 

„   ,   ,.     ,  the  Bering  Sea  to  prevent  the  \wr(\  fiom  being  exter- 

wiry.  minated!    If  so,  for  what  months  in  the  year! — ^A.  Yes, 

nnno  Hvaxnn.  sir;  I  think  it  necessary  from  the  1st  of  July  until  the 

middle  of  September. 

Q.  Do  you  generally  shoot  seals  with  a  rifle  or  a  shotgun;  and  if  the 

latter,  with  buckshot  or  fin<».  shot  ? — A.  We  shoot  nearly 

«.aiK>n8n  ^jj  of  them  with  a  shotgun,  using  buckshot. 

Q.  Judging  by  the  direction  that  seals  were  traveling  during  your 

j^j.  exi)erience,  where  do  you  su]>i)ose  was  their  destina- 

ijnii  ion.  tion! — A.  Well,  they  were  bound  toward  the  Bering 

Sea,  I  should  Judge. 

Q.  Do  you  think  of  anything  else  that  is  of  value  in  regard  to  this 
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seal  question  that  I  have  not  asked  you ;  anything  you  would  like  to 
say,  you  can  give  your  opinion  abouti — A.  Well,  in  my  oiiinion  I  think 
that  American  vessels  should  be  allowed  the  same  privilege  as  other 
nations  in  the  matter  of  huntiug  in  the  Bering  Sea. 

e.  w.  funcke. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  88 : 

I,  Clement  Jiennett,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  city  and  county 
of  San  Francisco,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  witness  in  the  foregoing 
deposition  named  was  by  me  duly  sworn  to  testify  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth;  that  said  deposition  was  reduced  to 
writing,  and  when  completed  was  carefully  read  over  to  said  witness 
and  by  him  subscribed  in  my  presence. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  affixed 
my  seal  of  office  this  26th  day  of  February,  1892. 

[SEAL.] 

Cle]ment  Bennett, 

Notary  Fublio, 


Deposition  of  John  Fyfe,  sealer  (boat-puller). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco ,  ss : 

»Tohn  Fyfe,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  in 
San  Francisco.     My  occupation  is  that  of  a  sealer.    I 
made  a  sealing  voyage  to  th^  North  Pacific  and  Ber-     Experience, 
ing  Sea  on  the  schooner  Alexander ,  of  which  David     Alexander,  12;^. 
McLean  was  master.    I  was  a  boat  puller.     We  sailed 
from  Victoria  about  the  latter  part  of  January,  1885.    We  went  south 
and  sealed  between  Cape  Blanco  and  the  Columbia  River  for  two  months 
when  we  went  north  and  sealed  all  the  way  up  to  the  Bering  Sea.    We 
caught  about  IGO  seals  before  entering  the  sea.    Over  ^   ^^^^ 

100  of  them  were  cows.  We  entered  the  Bering  Sea  i^yp«rcen  cows, 
about  April  and  we  got  795  in  there,  the  largest  part  of  MiOority  taken  in 
which  were  mother  seals  in  milk.  When  we  were  skin-  fow^"^  ^*^  miikmg 
ning  tlieiu  the  milk  would  run  on  the  deck.  We  had 
six  boats  on  board,  each  boat  having  a  hunter,  two  boat-pullers,  and  a 
steerer,  four  men  to  a  boat.    We  used  rifles.     We  had     r.^^,^,^  „„„..^  «„^ 

.  '  ,  ,         ,  111  J.  j^       to       Experts  secure  one 

experienced  hunters  onboard  and  we  got  one  out  of  out  of  throe, 
every  three  killed  or  wounded.    We  killed  some  of  them 
from  50  to  100  miles  off  the  seal  islands,  and  were  very     Took  some  50  to  100 
tame.     Wlien  we  sliot  the  seals  dead  they  would  shik  °»^i««  ^om  inlands, 
and  we  would  not  get  them, 

John  Fyfe. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 

1<S02. 

[L.  s.]  Clement  Bennktt, 

Notwry  Fublic, 
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DcpoHition  of  Frank  M.  Gaffneif,  scaler  {master). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Califoknia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss.: 

Frank  M.  Giiffiiey,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  1  am 

31  ytars  old,  an  American  citizen  and  master  of  the 
Expel itnce.  scliooner  JfancocJcj  owned  by  Lyude  &  Hough,  of  San 

Francisco.    I  am  now,  and  have  been  since  1879,  eu- 

voya^  to  Gttiaim-  gaged  in  fishing  and  seal-hunting.    In  1885 1  made  avoy- 

f/?^  w'aceiD,  1885!''*'*    '^S^  to  the  Galapagos  Island  as  master  of  the  schooner 

Dashinfi  Wave^  arriving  there  on  the  30th  day  of  August, 
and  renuiining  until  the  8th  day  of  December  of  the  same  year.  I 
obtjuned  at  this  time  on  those  islauds  about  1,000  fur-seal  skins  which 

were  sold  in  London  at  an  a\  ei  a;:,e  price  of  about  7  shil- 
iio^migJuuT.  ^^^"^  '^"  1^"^^  each.    The  seals  upon  this  group  do  not  migrate. 

I  observed  the  birth  of  pups  during  frequent  intervals 
during  all  the  time  I  was  there,  and  from  the  size  of  those  a  little  older 
it  was  apparent  that  they  are  born  at  all  seascms  of  the  yeiir.  They 
live  in  dee])  caves  under  the  clitts,  seldom  going  into  the  sun.  Many  of 
those  obtained  by  me  were  pulled  out  of  the^e  places  with  long  gnffs 

and  killed.  We  slaughtered  old  and  y<mng  of  both 
siau'hur/*"'^""*^"  scxcs.    Tlicso  scals  are  browner  and  in  other  respect  a 

quite  dilferent  from  those  obtained  in  Alaska,  yet  they 
are  the  true  fur-seal. 
During  the  past  winter  I  have  made  a  second  voyage  as  master  of  the 

schooner  Hancock  to  tlu^  southern  waters,  in  search  of 
z/aSf ii^HOL^**  "'  s^^als.     1  arrived  at  Kees  lsh4,  off  the  coast  of  Southern 

Chile  (latitude  40^^45'  s<mth,  longitude  75^  45'  west)  and 
remained  therefrom  December  1  st  to  December  i  7th,  1  SOI,  but  obtained 
only  on(i  s(»al.  I  learned  that  seal  still  breed  there  in  considerable 
numbeis,  but  the  Chileans  are  accustomed  to  vitit  this  islet  at  an  earlier 
time  than  the  date  of  my  visit  while  the  pui)s  are  young,  and  to  kill  all 
La  Mn/a  1880         ^^^^'^  ^''"^  obtain.    lu  18S0  ( -aptain  Mills,of  theschooner 

La  y^in/a,  visited  this  islet  and  obtained  a  small  catch, 
and  1  am  credibly  informed  and  believe  that  more  than  12,000  seals 
have  since  been  obtained  there. 
On  my  return  voyage  1  touched  at  Juan  Fernandez  (latitude  24P  2V 

south;  longitude  70^  10'  west),  but  got  no  seals  though 
i»iam"  '''''"''"'^®"  there  were  a  few  seen  about  there  in  the  water.    On 

December  25,  1891,  I  landed  at  Massafueios  Island 
Masmifu.ioH  laiaud.  (latitude 34*^  1 V south ;  longitude 8(P50'  west)  andgotlO 

fur-seal  skins.  Then*  were,  1  should  think,  about  200 
or  300  seals  on  the  island  when  I  arrived  then*,  but  as  they  went  into 
the  water  and  did  not  come  on  shore  again  during  my  stay,  1  could  not 
secure  them.  The  pujjs  at  Massafueros  are  born  in  October,  I  think. 
They  were  old  enough  to  swim  when  I  was  there. 

a' few  days  later  I  touched  at  St.  Felix  and  St.  Andu'ose  Islands  (lati- 
tude 20*^  10'  south;  longitude  80'^  west)  and  saw  two  fur 
Auo^ri^takuds.  '^^'  «<-**^'^-    Findlay's  South  Pacific  Directory  states  that 

there  were  formerly  large  herds  of  fur-seals  on  these 
islands. 
1  t<mched  also  at  Guadalupe  Islands,  but  found  n(»thing.    Theluter- 
„    ,  ,      - ,    ,     national  (.-ompany  have  had  the  lease  of  these  islands 

lor  several  years  past,  and,  as  I  am  iniormed  and  be- 
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« 

lieve^  obtained  some  skins  there  as  late  as  last  year,  but  upon  the  c»cca- 
sion  of  my  receut  visit,  the  island  was  deserted  by  both  seals  and  men; 
only  a  few  ^oats  remained.  I  have  been  sailing  to  the  Alaska  coast, 
cliietiy  to  the  Shumagim  Banks,  in  the  codfish  trade  since  1879,  and  as 
master  of  a  vessel  since  1883.  I  have  made  in  all  some  twenty-five  or 
thirty  voyages  usually  between  April  and  October.  I  have  found  fur- 
seals  always  x)lentifal  in  the  water,  in  the  spring  and  ^^^  ^^^^ 
early  summer,  off  the  Alaskan  Peninsular,  along  the  seaWhUii/'aoVii^s 
fishing  banks,  from  20  to  30  miles  distant  from  land,  «*' Alaskan Pemnsuia. 
but  have  seldom  seen  them  at  much  greater  distance  than  30  miles. 

F.  M.  Gaffney. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  30th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[l.  s.)  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public, 


Deposition  of  Thomas  Oibsoriy  sealer. 

PELAGIC  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss: 

Tliomas  (libsoii,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a 
sailor  and  seal  liuuter  by  occupation.    I  reside  in  San  „ 
rraucisco.     1   have  been  engaged  in  sealing  tor  ten 
seasons.     My  first  voyage  was  about  1881,  when  I  went  g^^  jy.      ^ggj 
out  in  tlie  San  /)le(jo,  of  which  Capt.  13aynard  was 
master.     We  sailed  from  thi^  port;  I  shii)ped  as  a  hunter;  we  started 
in  to  scnil  off  tli(»  (!oast  of  California  and  worked  our  way  u])  to  the 
Bering  Sea.     We  got  that  year  1,200,  of  which  I  got  400.    We  had 
five  liunters  that  trip.    Tlie  next  trip  I  made  was  in  1882,  when  1  went 
out  in  tlie  American  schooner  Lookout,  of  which  Capt.    ,    jt  ti«  i882 
K(»lly  was  master,  leaving  here  about  the  latter  i)artof     ^^  '^^^ 
March,  and  we  sealed  all  the  way  up  to  the  Bering  Sea.    We  got  about 
500  before  we  entered  the  Bering  Sea,  and  got  about  600  in  the  Bering 
Sea.     In  18S3  I  went  out  in  the  American  schooner   «-  ,  ^  r^    jggg 
Mary  de  Leo,  of  which  Capt.  Wenworth  was  master.      ^^'"^ 
We  left  here  in  the  latter  part  of  Marc^h  and  worked  our  way  north  to 
the  leering  Sea,  sealing  on  our  way,  getting  500  seals  before  entering 
the  Bering  S(^a.     We  got  200  more  in  the  Bering  Sea,  when  I  got  lost 
while  hunting  in  a  small  boat,  and  was  picked  up  by   ,^  „.   . , 

,,         Tr   /!•        17  11        1  I  J.  1        1    X      1  >      i.    JUollw  Adams,  ISS^, 

the  Mollie  Adams,  and  she  brought  me  back  ti>  Tort 

Townscnd.    The  Mary  de  Leo  returned  here  later,  and  I  never  learned 

how  many  seals  she  got  altogether. 

In  1884  I  went  out  in  the  American  schooner  J. /^er,  leaving  Port 
Townsend  about  the  latter  part  of  March.    Capt.  Eay-  ^r-^i8g4 
mond  was  master  of  her.    We  sealed  on  the  coast,  work- 
ing our  way  to  the  Bering  Sea,  up  to  which  time  we  got  about  300  seals 
and  we  got  about  250  seals  in  the  Bering  Sea.     1885  I  qj,^^^^^ 
went  in  the  Knglish  schooner  Grace,  I  do  not  remember 
the  captain's  name.     We  left  Victoria  about  the  latter  part  of  March, 
taking  the  same  route  we  caught  about  400  in  the  North  Pacific  and  about 
200  in  the  Bering  Sea,  and  then  returned  to  Victoria,  ^j  <.,  seized  i88o 
In  188G 1  went  in  the  American  schooner  Alger ^  leaving     ^"  **  * 
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Seattle  about  tiie  latter  part  of  March,  and  went  north  catching  in  tlie 
North  Pacific  about  800  seals,  and  tlien  we  entered  the  Bering  8ea  and 
caught  about  1,000  more,  when  we  were  seized  and  sent  to  Sitka.  1  stayed 
in  Sitka  afew  days,  when  I  worked  my  way  to  Seattle,  arriving  thereabout 

Active  1887  Dcccmber.  Then,  in  1887, 1  went  in  the  English  schooner 

Active^  of  which  Captain  Johnson  was  master.  We  left 
Victoria  about  the  middle  of  March  and  went  as  far  as  Cape  Cook,  and 
caught  about  200  seals,  when  she  was  lost  and  1  was  lauded  on  Cape 
C<K)k,  and  came  right  down  along  the  coast  to  Clockouc  Sound,  and 
from  there  went  down   to  Bartlett  Sound  and  joincMl   the  English 

,.        , -„„-  schooner  /Seaward  about  a  month  or  two  after  sailing 

Seaward, imi.  -it-    .      -  /i       4.    •      t  j.  tt     1      1 

from  \  ictoria.    Captain  Lyman  was  master.     He  had 

400  seals  before  1  joined  her.     We  went  along  the  coast,  catching  250 

seals,  and  entered  the  ikning  Sea,  getting  about  300  more,  and  came 

home  about  the  1st  of  September. 

In  1888 1  went  out  in  the  English  schooner  7jJf>^f/  Lce^  leaving  Victoria 

about  the  latttu'  i)art  of  March,  going  along  the  coast 

noia  Lee,  1888.         ^^^^^  catching  aboiit  200  seals  in  the  North  Pacific ;  then 

we  entered  the  Bering  Sea  and  got  400  more.     I  did  not  go  out  the  next 

season,  which  would  be  1889.    In  1890  I  went  out  in 
c.  o.  White,  1890.      ^^^  ^  Q  ^rj^if^^  ^^f  ^^,|,i^l^  Captaiu  Ilagmau  was  mast<>r. 

We  left  San  Francisco  about  th(^  latter  part  of  March  and  went  to  the 
coast  of  Japan,  having  caught  .mO  seals.  Then  we  went  into  the  Ber- 
ing S<»a  and  caught  25  seals,  when  our  hunting  boat  was  blown  ashore 
on  the  Russian  Islands.  The  Russian  authorities  gave  us  a  Inmse  to 
live  in  and  some  clothes,  and  later  on  th(»y  sent  us  home.  I  did  not 
know  what  had  become  of  the  schooner  G.  G.  White  until  I  returned 
here.  The  vessels  that  1  went  (uit  in  had  from  three  to  sFx  boats,  and 
3  men  to  the  boat — 1  hunter  and  2  boat-])ullers.  L  ditl  not  pay  much 
attenticm  to  the  sex  of  seals  we  killed  in  the  Xorth  Pacific,  but  know 
that  a  great  many  of  them  were  cows  that  had  ]mps  in  them,  and  we 

killed  most  of  them  while  t  hey  were  asleep  on  the  water. 

ce«n)V*tLwrtrftUKiit   I  kiiow  that  fully  75  per  cent  of  those  we  caught  in  the 

ft'iiiuies  in  milk.         Jicriug  Sca  wcro  COWS  in  milk.     We  used  rifles  and 

shotguns,  and  shot  them  when  feeding  or  asleep  on  the  water. 

An  experienced  huntei-  like  myself  will  get  two  out  of  three  that  he 

kills,  but  an  ordinarv  hunter  wonhl  not  get  more  than 
pcf»'iTirof  1  Sa :  one  out  of  evi^ry  three  oi-  four  that  he  kills.  1  have  never 
an  iiifxp^med,  1  lizard  of  iior  kiiow  of  seals  being  born  in  the  water, 
outot  3  or  ^^^^^^  ^  have  never  known  of  any  ])laee  where  they  haul 

Not  born  in  water,    up  on   land  cxccpt  the  scal  ishuuls.     1  have  killed 
Hnui  np  only  on  ia-  uiothcr  scals  iu   milk   IVom   40  to   100  miles  off  the 
lands.  seal  islands.     There  has  been  a  great  decrease  in  the 

number  of  seals  to  b<i  seen  in  the  North  Pacific  and 

ni;U,^.^*'f!-onl*4^"\o  iw  licriug  Sea  since  1  first  went  (mt  to  hunt  them,  and  if 

niiicH  from  isianUrt.      t]n»  laigt*  ficct  of  vcsscls  goiug  to  thcse  watcrs  annu- 

DfcrtJiHo.  •*''>'  eontinucs  to  hunt  in  the  future  as  in  the  past  few 

years  it  is  bimnd  to  exterminate  the  seal. 

Thomas  Gibson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  0th  day  of  A])ril,  A.  D.  1892. 
I  L.S.J  Clement  I^ennett, 

Notary  Vuhlic. 
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D^osition  of  Oeorge  Oradyy  cook  on  sealing  vessel. 

PELAaiO  SEALINa. 

State  of  Galifoknia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss : 

George  Grady,  having?  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  am  28 
years  of  a^^^e.    I  reside  iu  San  Francisco.    ^ly  occupa- 
tion is  that  of  cook  on  board  of  vessels.    1  went  to  the     Experience. 
Bering  Sea  in  1889  upon  the  Laura,  from  Victoria,  as     Laura  i8fi9. 
a  cook.     We  had  three  small  boats  and  caught  1,400 
seals  on  that  voyage.    We  caught  some  a  little  ways  from  Victoria, 
and  on  the  way  up  to  tlie  Bering  Sea,  but  the  most  of  them,  about 
1,200,  we  caught  in  the  Bering  Sea.    1  was  told  by 
the  men  that  they  were  nearly  all  females,  and  I  mosti^* VlmafJ^"^  ^^ 
thought  so  too,  from  tlie  milk  that  I  saw  in  tlieir  breasts 
when  they  were  on  the  deck.     I  saw  over  a  hundred  little  pup  seals 
taken  out  of  the  seals,  which  they  threw  overboard,     p^^  ^ 
Our  hunters  used  rifles  and  shotguns.     I  have  heard       "^^' 
the  hunters  say  that  they  lost  more  seals  then  they     w  ♦    f  uf 
got.    1  also  heard  them  say,  if  th'ey  got  all  the  seals        "*  ®° 
they  shot  at,  they  would  have  been  home  three  months  ahead  of  time, 
with  a  great  deal  larger  catch. 

his 

George  x  Grady. 

mark. 

Snbscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[l.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  James  Oriffin,  sealer  (boat-puller). 

PELAOIO   SEALING. 

James  Griffin,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  22  years 
old,  and  live  in  San  Francisco.    I  hunted  seal  last  year     ^.^  erience 
in  the  schooner  La  Nympha  as  boat-puller.    First  seal       ^p«rience. 
seen  and  taken  were  ott"  Cape  Flattery,  about  April  15,     La  Nympha,  i89i. 
an  d  followed  the  seal  into    Bering  Sea,   where  we 
arrived  about  July.    The  shotgun  aiul  rifle  were  both     ^^g™*ioii. 
u.scd.    Al)out  75  per  cent  are  lost  when  shotgun  is  used.    Have  never 
seen  but  three  seal  killed  by  rifle  secured.     If  you  shoot  a  seal  in  the 
tliroat  it  is  liard  to  secaire  him  although  each  boat  carries  a  long  gaff 
to  liook  tliem  out  of  the  water.    About  nine  out  of  ten 
seal  killed  in  a  season  are  females  with  pup.    iiut  a  ,  .Jfino  out  of  ton 

i.  1  A    ^  XI*  '^  -I     tcilletl    females   with 

veiy  lew  nial(\s  were  taken,  their  ages  rangnig  from  1  pup. 
to  4  years.    iUit  one  old  bull  was  taken  in  the  sea- 
sou.    Every  seal  is  shot  that  comes  near  the  boat,  regardless  of  sex; 
huuters  use  no  discrimination.    Have  never  heard  of 
pu|)s  being  born  in  the  water  or  anywhere  else  on  the  ^^?®  „?®*4.is«t^,ere 
coastoutsideoftherribilof  Islands.   Have  never  known  but  on  Pribiiof  is- 
seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  along  the  coast,  except  on  ^*"*^*' 
the  1*1  ibilof  Islands.    Have  killed  female  seal  90  miles     i>o  not  hftui  ut>  ex. 
from  the  seal  islands  that  were  full  of  milk,    I  think  li^^os?'' 
271G— VOL  n 28 
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that  pelagic  sealing  should  be  stopped.    Eight  months 
kiiuS'**"^  females  ^^  ^  ^^.^^  jg  ^^^  much  to  hunt  any  animal,  and  the 
_^      ,  seal  will  soon  become  exterminated  if  this  pelagic  seal- 

Protoction.  ^^^  j^  allowcd  to  contimic. 

James  Gbiffik. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavendeb, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Joseph  Grymes^  sealer  (boat-puller,) 

PELAGIC  sealing. 

State  of  Califoknia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss. 

floseph  Grymes,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside 

in  Victoria.  My  occupation  is  that  of  a  seaman.  I 
made  a  seahng  voyage  on  tlie  scluHuier  Triumph  in  1890, 

Trhnnph,  \^o.         fts  a  boatpuller.    We  sailed  about  January,  from  Vic- 

Keriii '  s*'«  lime  of  ^<^^^*^'   British  Columbia,  and  sailed  along  the  coast 
enurhi^aiui'hivWK.  uiitil the hittcr part ofJuuc aud wentint4>theBeringSea, 

and  sealed  as  near  to  St.  George  Island  as  we  could, 
catrh  m  sea.  .^^^^^  cauglit  alxmt  300  or  400  seals  in  the  sea.    Our  in- 

tention was  to  make  a  raid,  but  were  driven  away  by  a  revenue  cutter. 
We  left  the  sea  about  the  latter  part  of  July.    We  used  shotguns 

and  rifles,  using  the  sliotguns  niostlv.    The  catch  was 
n.iil*Si%C»^'^"*  **'  mostly  females.     Those  we  got  in  the  North  Paciftc 

were  females  in  pup,  and  those  taken  in  the  Bering  Sea 
wwo    I  o.  ^vere  cows  giving  milk.    The  hunters  would  get  on  an 

average  one  out  of  every  tour  they  killed. 

Joseph  Gbymes. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  ine  this  12th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[L.  S.J  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  PicMta 


Depositions  of  Charles  H,  Ilagman  et  «/.,  sealers. 

pelacjic?  sealing. 

State  of  Califoknia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss: 


who  appeared  then  and  there  to  depose  and  testify  in  the  matter  of 
the  seal  fisheries,  who,  being  first  by  me  duly  sworn,  were  then  and 
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there  examined  and  interrogated  by  W.  H.Williams,  esq.,  and  did  de- 
pose and  testify  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Charles  G.  Hagman,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  occupation? — A.  My 
name  is  Charles  G.  Hagman;  age,  47;  residence,  San  Francisco;  occu- 
pation, seaman. 

Q.  Are  you  an  American  citizen! — A.  I  am. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  engaged  in  the  business  of  catching  seals  in 
the  Pacific  or  Bering  Sea! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  how  long  a  period? — A.  About  eight  years. 

Q.  Have  you  been  master  of  a  vessel  thus  engaged  ? —       ^^*^  ^°^' 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  experience  as  to  the  habits  of  the  fur  seals! — A. 
Kot  any  more  than  they  seemed  to  emigrate  in  the  winter,  and  go  north 
in  the  summer.  That  is  all  I  know  of  their  habits.  I  have  never  seen 
them  out  of  the  water. 

Q.  AVliat  time  of  the  year  do  you  generally  start  out  sealing  in  the 
Pacific,  and  up  to  what  time  do  you  continue! — A.  From  the  1st  of 
February,  as  a  general  thing,  until  about  June,  on  the  coast.  Then  we 
used  to  go  in  the  Bering  Sea.  I  have  not  been  there  for  four  or  five 
years. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  year  are  the  seals  all  out  of  the  Pacific,  having 
gone  to  the  Bering  Sea! — A.  They  generally  leave  in 
June.    You  don't  see  but  very  few  after  June.  in  j^nV*  ""^  ^**^^° 

Q.  According  to  your  experience,  what  percentage 
of  animals  that  are  shot  at  are  actually  taken  by  the 
boats?— A.  Most  all  of  them ;  very  few  escape.    TVIaybe  geStf  ^  ^^°*  ** 
out  of  the  whole  year's  catch  of  a  couple  of  thousand 
a  dozen  may  sink.    It  is  a  rare  occurrence  that  they  sink. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  shot  at  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake! — A.  Both. 

Q.  Do  you  ever  shoot  at  a  seal  when  awake  or  breeching! — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  What  sex  are  the  seals  taken  by  you  or  usually  killed  by  hunting 
vessels  in  tile  North  Pacific  or  Bering  Sea! — A.  Mostly 
females.    The  biggest  percentage,  I  think,  are  females.  m^^V^^  pregnant  fo- 

Q.  What  percentage  of  them  are  cows  ! — A.  I  couldn't 
tell  you. 

Q.  Out  of  a  hundred  seals  that  you  would  catch  ordinarily,  what 
part  of  them  would  be  cows! — A.  I  am  under  oath,  and  I  could  not 
tell  you  exactly.     All  I  can  say  is,  the  greater  portion  of  them. 

Q.  Wliat  percentage  of  the  cows  are  taken  with  pup! — A.  All  the 
large  ones  have — all  the  grown  females  have.  Very  seldom  you  find  a 
barren  one. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  are  any  of  the  pups  born  in  the  water,  or  any- 
wluire  outside  of  the  seal  islands! — A.  It  has  never  come  under  my 
observation.  I  have  never  seen  a  seal  on  shore.  I  have  never  seen  the 
seal  ishiiuls  yet;  that  is,  St.  George  and  St.  Paul,  I  have  never  seen. 
1  have  seen  the  Copper  Islands,  on  the  Eussian  side. 

i).  Have  you  noticed  any  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  animals  in  the 
last  few  years! — A.  As  I  have  not  hunted  on  this  coast  for  several 
years,  I  am  unable  to  say.     When  I  was  there  I  saw  no  difterence. 

(i.  If  you  people  are  allowed  to  kill  females  still,  is  there  any  danger 
of  exterminating  them,  do  you  think,  supposing  you  go  on  and  kill 
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them  promiscuously  t — A.  I  would  be  afraid  that  we  would  thin  them 
out.    I  will  not  say  oxterraiuate  them,  but  tliiu  them  out. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  is  necessary  to  protect  the  seal  in  the  Bering 
Seflt — A.  Certainly  I  do. 

Q.  In  the  North  Pacific?— A.  In  the  North  Pacific 
^Protection  neoee-  j  ^^.j|  ^^^^  j^^^.  y^^^^  .^^  ^^^  Bering  Sea  I  think  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary. 
Q.  Are  seals  generally  shot  with  a  rifle  or  shotgun  with  buckshot? — 
A.  Both. 

Q.  If  the  cow  seals  are  to  be  protected  in  the  Bering  Sea,  what 
months  do  you  ccmsider  it  would  be  necessary  to  prohibit  any  being 
taken  f — A.  I  would  not  like  to  answer  that. 

Q.  Do  you  think  of  anything  else  that  is  of  value  in  regard  to  this 

seal  question  that  I  have  not  asked  you;  anything  you  would  like  to 

^^  say, you  can  give  your  opinion  about! — A.  I  think  they 

should  look  out  for  those  poachers — these  people  that 
go  there  late  in  the  fall  and  steal  them  off  the  rookeries.  There  has 
been  cases  of  that  kind.  I  think  that  is  decidedly  wrong,  both  for  me 
and  the  seals.  That  is  what  started  the  (lovernment  to  look  after  them 
80  well;  finding  out  that  they  had  been  clubbing  the  seals  on  the  islands. 


Deposition  of  Alexander  McLean^  aealer  (master), 

ALBXA.NDKR  MoLean,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  occupation? — A.  My 
name  is  Alexander  McLean;  age,  32;  residence,  San  Francisco;  occu- 
I)ation,  master  mariner. 

Q.  Are  you  an  American  citizen? — A.  I  am. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  engaged  in  the  business  of  catching  seals  in 
the  Pacific  or  Bering  Sea? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  For  how  long  a  i)eriodt — A.  Ten  years. 

Q.  Have  you  been  master  of  vessels  thus  engaged? — A.  I  have  been 
nine  years  in  the  sealing  business. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  ye:ir  do  ycm  generally  start  out  sealing  in  the 
Pacific? — A.  I  have  varied  always  from  the  11th  of  January  until  the 
11th  of  February. 

Q.  When  do  you  call  the  season's  catch  over? — A.  About  the  11th 
of  September;  probably  a  month  later.  I  usually  get  back  about  the 
lltli  of  September. 

(J.  What  time  of  the  year  are  the  seals  all  (mt  of  the  Pacific,  having 
gone  to  the  Bering  Sea?    What  months? — A.  To  my  knowledge  they 

would  go  into  the  Bering  Sea  after  the  20th  of  June. 
ftfS^?  June  20  ^**^*^°       ^'  Accordiug  to  your  experience,  what  percentage 

of  animals  that  are  shot  at  are  a<».tually  taken  by  the 
Lose  one  out  of  ton.  boats  ?    You  cau  ouly  estimate  it  ? — A.    That  is  a  very 

hard  question  for  me  to  give  you  a  i)roper  answer  to. 
I  do  not  think  they  lose  any  more  than  one  out  of  ten. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  those  shot  at  and  are  not  taken  perish? — ^A, 
Outside  of  that? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  I  can  not  answer  that. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  shot  at  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake? — A.  With 
me  they  are  principally  aslee^p  on  the  water.  Of  late  years  they  shoot 
them  a  great  deal  when  they  are  awake. 
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Q,  Do  yon  shoot  at  seals  when  they  are  awake  or  breeching  t — A. 
Yes,  sir;  when  th*^y  come  within  ranjije. 

Q.  Of  what  sex  are  the  seals  taken  by  you  or  usually  killed  by  hunt- 
ing vessels  in  the  North  Pacific  or  Bering  Seat — A.  Principally  fe- 
males. 

Q.  What  would  be  your  judgment  as  to  the  percentage?    Out  of  a 
hundred  that  you  kill,  how  many  of  them  would  be 
females?— A.  Say  I  would  bring  2,000  seals  in  here.  feSJJesr^'*'^*'""'''* 
1  may  have  probably  about  100  males  ^  that  is  a  large 
average. 

Q.  Lots  of  times  there  are  not  nearly  as  many? — A.  No,  sir;  not  near 
as  many. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  females  taken  are  with  pupt — A.  That 
depends  on  the  season  you  are  killing  them  in.  When  they  are  getting 
heavy  in  pup  in  the  latter  part  of  the  season,  the  1st  of  June,  when 
you  take  a  seal  then  you  take  two  for  one.  You  take  the  pup  with 
them.  That  is,  wlien  it  is  a  female.  This  is  before  we  go  into  the  sea. 
1  have  been  into  the  sea  for  severfil  years.  For  the  last  two  years  1 
have  not  gone  in  there;  that  is,  while  this  restriction  act  has  been  put 
on.     1  have  not  interfered  with  the  business. 

Q.  Your  experience  is  that  all  of  the  adult  females  that  you  shoot 
during  the  forepart  of  the  season  up  to  July  are  with 
pui)  ?— 'A.  You  may  take  it  all  the  way  from  April,  May,   JS.e!!^^  pregnant  fe- 
and  June;  from  April  all  the  female  seals  that  you  kill 
are  with  pup. 

Q.  U])  until  about  the  1st  of  July? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Until  they  go  into  the  Bering  Sea? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  your  oi)inion,  is  it  feasible  that  pups  can  be  born  in  the  water 
and  livef — A.  I  don't  believe  they  can  be  born  in  the  water  at  all  and 
live.    I  liave  heard  several  people  express  themselves 
ditterently.    I  think  myself  it  is  impossible.      Seals  p^^Jfj.*^  ^''^^  *°'' 
have  got  to  haul  up  on  land  to  breed,  and  leave  their 
])ups  on  shore. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  place  where  these  seals  go  to  land,  except  the 
seal  islands  on  the  American  side? — A.  No,  sir;  not  any  place  that  I 
know  of.     There  have  been  lots  of  re])orts  of  places, 
but  I  have  been  to  these  places  and  could  not  find  any  i^^^]^  ^^  only  on  la- 
seals  there. 

Q.  Have  you  noticed  any  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  seals  in  the  last 
few  years  over  what  it  was  a  few  years  formerly? — A.  I  have  noticed 
a  decrease  since  I  have  been  in  the  business;  I  have     Docrewe. 
made  a  catch  fiom  3,500  coming  down  to  1,500,  a  little 
less  than  one-half. 

Q.  You  do  not  consider  there  are  nearly  as  many  seals  now  as  there 
used  to  be  in  the  water? — A.  No,  sir;  not  now.  I  have  been  in  the 
business  for  ten  years,  and  I  think  in  another  ten  years  there  will  be  a 
great  deal  less. 

i).  To  what  do  you  attribute  this  decrease? — A.  I  think  it  is  on  ac- 
count of  killing  those  female  seals  when  they  have  pups,  and  the  bus- 
iness is  getting  so  that  so  many  vessels  are  going  into  it,  and  they  are 
killing  those  i)ups  off.  A  seal  has  not  got  a  chance  to  go  to  work  and 
inci'ease. 

i).  Killing  the  feniah^s,  of  course,  destroys  the  pup  and  the  female, 
ancl  makes  one  less  breed? — A.  Yes,  sir;  when  you  kill  the  female  seal 
you  kill  the  i)ux)  with  her. 

().  Did  yon  ever  kill  any  seals  lat-er  in  the  season  that  were  giving 
milkf — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  The  motlicr  seals? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  JL)\v  liir  from  the  islands  have  vou  killed  those 
niuls^lrom itiin^^^^^^      iiiotlier  scals  that   were  in   milk f— A.  I  have  killed 

them  as  far  oft'  as  loO  miles  oil'  the  land. 

Q.  Is  that  in  the  raeitic  or  Jeering  Sea! — A.  Both  in  the  Paeific  and 
Bering  Sea. 

Q.  They  were  evidently  the  mothers  that  had  youn^! — A.  Yes,  sir; 

they  had  their  youn^.     Some  of  the  seals  had  lelTt  their 

emaosse  mg.  yonijo"  on  the  islands  and  w^ere  goin^  away,  and  were 
thron|2:h  with  them  or  going  to  f(»ed.  Sometimes  a  seal  goes  a  long 
way  off  the  islands  at  a  certain  time.  It  depends  where  the  feed  is. 
A  s^al  does  not  tliink  very  much  of  traveling  a  hundred  miles;  they 
travel  V(»rv  fast  when  thev  want  to. 

Q.  If  sealing  continues  as  heretofore,  is  there  any  danger  of  exter- 
minating them? — A.  If  they  continue  as  they  have  been,  since  I  have 
been  in  the  business,  1  will  give  tliem  another  ten  yejirs;  after  that  the 
sealing  business  will  be  about  finished.  It  will  not  justify  anyone  to  fit 
out  from  here  or  anywhere  <»lse,  and  ])(M>i)le  that  look  after  the  scaling 
interests,  I  do  not  think  they  will  benelit  anything  by  it,  if  they  don't 
protect  the  seal  life  at  present. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  is  absolutely  necessary  toi^rotect  the  cows  in  the 
Bering  Sea  to  keej)  them  from  being  exterminated? — A.  I  do, 

(J.  Is  it  often  necessary  to  protect  them  in  the  North 

riotoctioii  neoes    Pacillc?— A.  That  is  a  question  that  should  be  inter- 

national. 

Q.  What  I  want  to  get  at  is,  is  it  ycmr  idea  that  in  order  to  protect 
and  keej)  n\)  this  supi>ly  of  young  seals  that  it  is  necessary  not  only  to 
protect  them  in  the  Bering  Sea  but  to  i)rot(M!t  the  cows  as  they  are  in 
the  Nortli  Pacific,  nearingthe  gnmnd,  or  as  they  are  coming  out? — A. 
Yes,  sir;  in  the  way  it  is  here,  tlie  Pacilic  Ocean  is  a  large  ocean.  The 
seals  are  si^read  all  over,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  go  to  work  and 
exterminate  them  from  tlu»se  waters  to  decrease  them  as  long  an. they 
keep  them  out  of  the  Hering  Sea.  That  is  where  the  body  of  the  seals 
get  into.  For  40  miles  within  the  passage  they  can  not  handle  the  seals 
at  all,  because  you  don't  see  them.  They  are  traveling  too  much.  You 
may  s(h»  a  herd  once  in  while,  but  very  rarely. 

Q.  AVhereabouts  in  the  !Nortli  J*aciti(*  do  you  find  them  the  most 
numerous? — A.  Y(m  can  start  from  San  Francisco,  and  you  carry  them 
all  the  way  up  from  the  time  ymi  leave*  here  until  ycm  get  up  to  those 
passes;  all  the  way  up  150  miles  to  »'30  miles  in  the  shore.  In  some 
places  you  come  in  closer  than  that,  according  to  the  point  of  land  that 
you  come  into. 

Q.  Are  seals  generally  shot  with  a  rifle  (»r  shotgun? — A.  They  used 
to  shoot  them  with  rillcs;  now  they  shoot  them  all  with  shotguns. 

,  „  ().  In  vour  opinion  do  the  seals  on  the  Russian  side 

nian  iiordH  Beparau-  lutcrmingle  With  tliosc  ou  tlic  racific  Sid c,  or  are  they 
'"'"*•*  a  separate  herd  ? — A.  They  are  a  different  herd  of  seals, 

altogether. 

Q.  If  the  cow  seals  are  to  be  protected  in  the  Bering  Sea,  what 
month  do  you  think  it  would  be  n<'cessary  to  i)rohibit  any  being 
taken  f  Would  y<m  ])rohibit  them  being  taken  at  any  time  or  all  times? — 
A.  I  think  if  they  are  prohibited  at  all  they  should  prohibit  them  for 
about  two  months,  principally  July  and  August. 

Q.  How  about  Se])tend)er? — A.  They  are  through  breeding  then,  and 
the  iuij)s  are  ashore.  There  are  oidy  two  months  that  they  can  inter- 
tere  with  them  there  for  breeding  pui*x)oses  that  1  know  of.    The  sea 
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sons  get  lak»r  every  year.  There  are  breeding  dati^s,  etc.  Ten  years 
ago  they  iievei*  used  to  be  any  later  tban  August  breeding  there.  Now 
they  are  getting  later  than  that,  and  are  getting  on  to  September, 
because  the  world  is  changing,  the  climate  is — the  seals  change  accord- 
ing to  the  climate. 

Q.  In  your  view  of  the  case  they  should  be  protected 
in  theBering  Sea  all  the  season?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  ^™^^**^^"  °*^' 
it  would  be  advisable  to  protect  them  in  the  lierings 
Sea  altogether. 

Q.  You  are  an  old  sealer;  perhaps  you  know  some  things  that  I  don^t 
If  there  is  anything  you  think  of  that  is  interesting  I  should  like  to 
know  it  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  should  like  to  give  my  opinion  as  far  as  it  is 
right,  and  beyond  that  I  would  not  do  it.  I  am  interested  in  sealing, 
and  want  to  protect  the  seals.  1  wish  to  say  that  I  would  like  to  see 
the  seal  islands  protected  from  raids,  and  also  the  Bering  Sea. 


Deposition  of  Gnstave  Inaacsonj  sealer  {master). 

Gust  AVE  Isaacson,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  occupation? — A.  My 
nam(»  is  (xustave  Isaacson;  age,  46;  residence,  San  Francisco;  occupa- 
tion, hunting  seals. 

Q.  Are  you  an  American  citizen? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  engaged  in  the  business  of  catching  seals  in 
the  rachitic  or  Bering  Sea? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  how  hnig  a  period? — A.  I  have  been  principally  occupied  in 
otter  hunting  at  the  beginning  of  the  seasons;  at  short  intervals  I  have 
been  sealing. 

Q.  For  how  many  years? — A.  Since  1872;  but  principally  from  the 
otlier  side,  the  Okhotsch  Sea  side;  since  1884  on  this  side. 

Q.  Have  you  been  master  of  vessels  thus  engaged? — A.  Yes,  sir;  for 
eight  years  on  the  Japan  side  and  one  year  on  this  side. 

Q.  Have  you  any  experience  as  to  the  habits  of  the  fur-seals? — A. 
Only  following  them  up  hunting.    I  have  been  listening  to  your  ques- 
tions to  Oapt.  McLean,  and  I  have  the  same  ideii,  ex- 
cept as  to  the  protection.     I  think  they  ought  to  be  Baf^^^ew^^wbere.^**" 
l)r()tected  everywhere  they  can,  both  outside  and  inside  ^^^^^^^^^^  ^^ 
the  sea. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  year  do  you  generally  start  out  sealing  in  the 
l^icific  and  up  to  what  time  do  you  continue? — A.  In  the  middle  of 
«Ianuary  or  February. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  year  are  the  seals  all  out  of  the  Pacific,  having 
oono  to  the  Bering  Sea? — A.  About  the  latter  part  of     ^  i     .  .^  ,^ 

J  Seals  out  of  Pacific 

fiUlie.  about  lattor  part  of 

Q.  According  to  your  experience,  what  percentage  *^""®- 
ol"  animals  that  are  shot  at  are  actually  taken  by  the     one  secured  out  of 
b,>.its?— A.  1  think  about  one-third  is  lost.  *^'**^*^' 

(^.  Arc  the  seals  shot  at  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake,  generally? — 
A.  Mostly  asleep.  Very  often  they  ai'e  shot  at  while  tiaveling, 
breeching. 
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Q.  Of  what  sex  are  the  seals  taken  by  you,  or  usually  killed  by  the 

hunting  vessels  in  the  North  Paciiic  or  Bering  Seat — 

Mostly  femalea  ami      *      TiVTllilhw 

Q.  What  percentage  of  them  are  females! — A.  It  is 
very  seldom  that  you  ever  get  luJld  of  a  male. 

Q.  What  x)ere4^ntage  of  the  cows  taken  are  with  pupf — A.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  season,  up  to  June,  all  the  full-grown  cows  are  with 
pup. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  kill  any  cows  whose  young  were  born,  and  were 
giving  milk?— A.  That  1  don- 1  remember  taking  notice  of.  I  can  not 
answer  that  question. 

Ko  i^eiairic  birth  ^'  ^^  ^^^^^^  opiuiou,  arc  any  of  the  pups  bom  in  the 

1,0  pelagic  birth,      ^j^^cr f— A.  I  dou't  think  so. 

Bom  only  on  Prib-       Q*  Or  aiiywlicre  clsc  cxccpt  ou  tlio  scal  islands  f — 

ilof  l»lnnd8.  A.    I  doil't  tllillk  SO. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  seal  pups  in  the  Pacific  that  were 
y<mnger  than  those  born  t lie  year  i)rovi<msf — A.  Down  at  Guadahmp 
Island  about  three  months  ago,  J  killed  a  cow  there  that  had  a  pup 
that  was  too  young  to  come  from  the  J>ering  Sea  and  evidently  had 
been  born  arcmnd  there.    Tliat  is  about  the  only  case  I  have  seen. 

Q.  The  pui>s  that  you  see  in  the  Pacific  this  year  are  those  born  last 
year.     You  clon't  see  those  born  this  year? — A.  No  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Have  you  noticed  any  decrease  in  the  quantity 
Deireaao.  ^j-  j^^j^ls  ill  the  last  fcw  vcarsf — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  great 

decrease. 
c»u8o.  Q,  To  what  do  y<m  attribute  the  cause t — A.  Killing 

of\'  the  females;  whale-killers  ami  sharks  kill  a  good  many. 

Q.  It  sealing  continues  as  heretofore,  is  there  any  danger  of  exterini- 
nating  them?— A.  Y'es,  sir;  I  think  a  few  years  will  do  that. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  it  necessarv  to  protect  the  seals 
j^n>tc.otion  iieces-  j^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^^  l>acific?— A.  Ycs,  sir;  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  protect  them  anywlieie  where  it  can  Im  done. 
Q.  Are  seals  generally  shot  witli  a  rilie  or  shotgun? — A.  Both  rille 
and  shotgun;  mostly  shotguns. 

Q.  Jn  your  ox>inion,  do  the  seals  on  the  Kussian  side 
kai°heni8»fo"notm?u-  intermingle  with  those  on  the  Pacific  side,  or  are  they 
gi«>-  a  sei)arate  herd? — A.  They  do  not  intermingle  at  all. 

Q.  If  the  cx)w  seals  are  to  be  ])rotected  in  the  Bering  Sea,  what 
month  do  you  consider  it  would  be  necessary  to  ])rohibit  any  being 
tiken? — A.  1  should  consider  it  necessary  to  luotect  them  all  the  time 
they  are  in  the  Bering  Sea. 


Depimtion  of  Franic  Johnson,  sealer  {hunter  and  mate). 

Frank  Johnson,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Mr.  Williams: 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  occupation? — A.  My 
name  is  Frank  Johnson;  age,  33;  occupation,  master  mariner;  i^esi- 
dence,  San  Francisco. 

Q.  Are  you  an  American  citizen? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ev(*r  been  engaged  in  the  business  of  catching  seals  Id 
the  Pacific  or  Bering  Sea? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  For  how  long  a  piiiiodf — A.  About  teu  years,  off  and  on.  I  have 
been  otter  hunting  some  years;  about  half. 

Q.  Have  you  been  master  of  vessels  thus  engaged! — A.  No,  sir;  this 
will  be  my  lirst  time  this  year. 

Q.  What  position  did  you  occupy  f — A.  Hunter  and  mate  two  years. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  year  do  you  generally  start  out  sealing  in  the 
Pacitic,  and  up  to  what  time  do  you  continue! — A.  From  the  latter  i)art 
of  January,  generally,  until  the  latter  part  of  September;  the  middle  of 
September. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  year  are  the  seals  practically  out  of  the  Pacific, 
having  gone  to  the  Bering  Sea?— A.  I  always  found  seaia  out  of  Paciao 
them  very  scarce  in  the  latter  part  of  June.  cowtabout  latter  part 

Q.  According  to  your  experience,  what  percentage  ^    ^®* 
of  animals  that  are  shot  at  are  actually  taken  by  the  boat«f — A. 
About  a  third  to  a  quarter,  we  lose. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  shot  at  asleep  on  the  water  or  thri^Srfo^.  **"***^ 
awake,  iisually? — A.  Principally  asleep. 

Q.  Of  what  sex  are  the  seals  taken  by  you  or  usually  killed  by  hunt- 
ing vessels  in  the  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Seaf — A.  ^^^^  females 
Females,  principally.  ***  ^  **"*  ^' 

Q.  Wiiat  percentage  of  themf  For  instance,  if  you  kill  100  seals,  how 
many  males  would  you  get? — ^A.  Perhaps  two.  You  strike  a  few  bulls 
when  you  get  further,  say,  towards  the  Aleutian  Islands. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  cows  that  you  kill  are  with  pup  ? — A.  That 
is  pretty  hard  for  me  to  estimate.    Many  times  you 
strike  young  seals  without  pup.  fj^^^  with^a^"^* 

Q.    The  adult  females  are  all  with  pup? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  have  foiind  a  good  many  old  ones  that  are  too  old  to  have  pups, 
extra  big  size  seals. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  are  any  of  the  pups  born  in  the 
water,  or  anywhere  outside  of  the  seal  islands?— A.  I  i^S^^''  ^™  ^''^^^  °^ 
think  they  are  born  on  land. 

Q.  Have  you  noticed  any  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  animals  in  the 
last  few  years? — A.  I  have  found  a  decrease.    I  have     Decrease 
not  been  doing  much  sealing  in  the  last  three  or  four 
years.     I  have  been  otter  hunting,  principally. 

Q.  To  wliat  do  you  attribute  the  cause  of  this  de- 
crease?— A.  The  increase  of  the  fleet  and  killing  of  all      ^*"*®' 
the  temales. 

Q.  If  sealing  continues  as  heretofore,  is  there  any  danger  of  exter- 
minating the  herd? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

(^).  Do  you  think  it  absolutely  necessary  to  protect 
the  cows  in  the  Bering  Sea?— A.  Yes,  sir.  sar;^^'^"*''"   "®*^" 

Q.  What  do  you  think  about  protecting  them  in  the 
Kortli  Pacific,  ])roviding  you  wanted  to  increase  the  seals  and  save 
them  from  extermination? — A.  I  don't  know  what  to  say  about  that. 
Tlie  Xorth  Pacific  is  pretty  big. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  geiLerally  shot  with  a  rifle  or  a  shotgun? — A.  I  gen- 
erally shoot  them  with  a  rifle  myself,  but  they  are  generally  shot  with 
a  sliot  <;iin,  from  what  I  hear. 

Q.  In  your  opinion  do  the  seals  on  the  Russian  side 
intermingle  with  those  on  the  Pacific  side,  or  are  they  ^^ herd? sopar^!^' 
a  separate  herd  ? — A.  1  think  they  are  a  separate  herd. 

Q.  If  the  cow  seals  are  to  be  protected  in  the  Bering  Sea  what  month 
do  you  consider  it  would  be  necessary  to  prohibit  any  being  taken? — 
A.  From  the  beginning  of  July  to  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Depoftition  of  H,  Ifarmnenj  sealer  {master). 

PELACIIO   SEALING. 

n.  Harmsen,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  afje,  residence  and  occupation? — A.  My 
name  is  H.  Harnisen;  age,  38;  residence,  San  Franciscoj  occupation, 
mariner. 

Q.  Are  you  an  American  citizen? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  engaged  in  the  business  of  catching  seals  in 
the  Pacific  or  l>ering  Sea! — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  For  how  long  a  period! — A.  Since  1877. 

Q.  Have  you  been  master  of  vessels  thus  engaged,  or  any  oflftcer  in 
any  oflicial  capacity? — A.  Yes,  sir;  since*.  1S80  I  have  been  master. 

Q.  Have  you  any  experience  as  to  the  habits  of  the  fur-seal! — A.  I 
have  been  catching  a  good  many  of  them.  I  don't  know  much  about 
their  habits.    You  mean  on  the  coast? 

coast  ^'  ^"^'^5  their  general  habits  of  going  and  coming! — 
ftbouw^hiis^tmas  ami  A.  Ycs,  tlicv  generally  come  round  on  the  coast  about  a 
J uno.''^'*"^  "'"^'"^  ""^  week  before  Christniius  and  up  until  about  the  middle 

of  June,  when  they  leave  the  coast  and  go  north. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  year  do  you  generally  start  out  sealing  in  the 
Pacific,  and  up  to  what  time  do  you  (tontinue! — A.  We  start  out  about 
New  Year's. 

Q.  What  time  do  you  come  in  again! — A.  About  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember or  October. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  year  are  the  seals  i)ractically  out  of  the  Pacific, 
having  gone  to  the  Bering  Sea! — A.  About  the  middle  of  June. 

Q.  Ac(M)rding  to  your  ex[)erience,  what  percentage  of  animals  that  are 

shot  at  an*  actually  taken  by  the  boats! — A.  That  depends  a  good  deal 

,  ^       on  the  man  that  shoots  them.    Some  fellows  will  miss 

Some  Hcoure  but  one     «  j.      j»  ^  i  xi  ■•        j.i  j.      x»  ^ 

out  four  or  five:  avtr-  four  out  ot  fivc  and  anotlicr  may  miss  three  out  of  five 
ftKcthmoutofrtve.    j^^j  (.nppie  tlieui.    I  think  on  a  general  average  we 

will  ^o\  ab(mt  three  out  of  five. 

Q,  Are  the  seals  shot  at  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake,  usually! — A. 
Most  asleep. 

Q.  Of  what  sex  are  the  seals  taken  by  you  or  usually  killed  by  hunt- 
ing vessels  in  theXorth  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea! — A.  Cows  altogether; 
nothing  but  cows.  I  never  caught  a  bull  in  my  life,  and  I  have  got 
alxmt  10,000  of  them. 

Firiitv  >r  rent  of  ^'  What  percentage  of  the  cows  taken  are  with 
tiicntf talon  prlgiiant  pupsf — A.  You  cau  safcly  Say  about  four- fifths  of 
**«^'«-  them.    You  get  about  800  out  of  1,000  seals. 

No  pelagic  birth.  Q.  I"  your  Opinion,  are  any  of  the  pups  born  in  the 

water  or  anywhere  else  outside  of  the  sea  islands! — A. 
No,  sir;  I  don't  think  it. 

Q.  Have  you  noticed  any  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  animals  in  the 
last  few  years!    In  other  words,  do  you  find  them  as  plenty  now  in  the 

last  vear  or  two  as  vou  used  to! — A.  Of  course  not. 
mvT^aHo.  rpj^^^y  j^j.^  j^^^  ^  plent^iful,  that  is  sure.    In  1880  we  got 

2,100  seals.    Now  you  couldn't  get  300  in  the  same  time. 

Q.  To  what  do  you  attribute  this  decrease! — A.  Too 

"*""*"•  many  in  the  business,  I  suppose;  too  many  after  them. 

Q.  Would  you  attiibute  it  to  the  killing  of  the  females  and  thereby 
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there  are  not  nearly  as  many  born! — A.  Certainly;  it  has  got  all  to  do 
with  it. 

Q.  Then  really  the  killing  of  the  females  yon  attribute  to  the  de- 
crease?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  sealing  continues  as  heretofore  is  there  finy  danger  of  extermi- 
nating the  herd? — A.  At  this  rate;  yes,  sir.  Just  keep  at  it  and  it 
will  be  only  a  few  years  before  it  will  do  away  with  the  whole  business. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  the  cows  in  the 
Bering  Seaf — A.  You  ought  to  protect  them,  certainly; 
in  order  to  keep  the  thing  going  they  ought  to  be  pro-  f^^^y!^^^^^^    °^^' 
t43eted. 

Q.  Is  it  n(^cessary  to  prot<ict  the  cows  in  the  Pacific! — A.  They  kill 
the  biggest  half  in  the  Pa<iific,  so  that  they  ought  to  be  protected  there. 

B.  Are  they  generally  shot  with  a  rifle  or  shotgun? — A.  A  shotgun 
exclusively,  5  on  might  say. 

Q.  In  your  opinion  do  the  seals  on  the  Russian  side  intermingle  with 
those  on  the  Piiciflc  side,  or  are  they  a  separate  herd? — A.  ^o,  sir; 
thev  do  not  conie  over  this  way.  They  are  not  a  dif-  ^  ,  ,  ., 
ferent  breed,  but  they  keep  over  by  themselves.  At  kanherdadonotmin- 
least  I  don't  think  so.  They  follow  their  own  stream  ^^®* 
along  there.  There  is  so  much  water  there  where  there  are  seals,  and 
so  much  where  there  are  not.    They  are  by  themselves. 

Q.  Now,  then,  if  the  cow  seals  are  to  be  protected  in  the  Bering  Sea, 
what  month,  do  you  consider  it  would  be  necessary  to  prohibit  any  be- 
ing taken? — \.  Say  from  the  middle  of  June  until  the  end  of  the  year: 
something  like  that,  the  first  of  December. 


Deposition  of  Daniel  McLean,  sealer  {master,) 

Daniel  McLean,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Mr.  Williams:  . 

Q.  Wiiat  is  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  occupation? — A.  My 
name  is  Daniel  McLean;  age,  43;  occupation,  master  mariner;  resi- 
dence, San  Fran(*isco. 

(J.  Are  you  an  American  citizen? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(4).  Have  you  ever  been  engaged  in  the  business  of  catching  seals  in 
the  Pacific  or  Bering  Sea? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
,    (},  For  how  long  a  period? — A.  Eleven  years. 

Q.  Have  you  been  master  of  vessels  thus  engaged! — A.  Eleven 
years. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  year  do  you  generally  start  out  sealing  in  the 
Pacidc,  and  ui)  to  what  time  do  you  continue? — A.  I  start  out  about 
the  ir)Mi  of  I)(»ceuiber  and  stay  out  until  about  the  1st  of  October. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  year  are  the  seals  practically  all  out  of  the 
Pacific,  having  gone  to  the  Bering  Sea? — A.  About 
tlie  ir,Mi  of  June.    Xot  all,  but  the  body  of  theuL  ^^^^'l^l^'"!  ^*^^^^ 

.  ^       .  t',  .  y      I  1  about  loth  J  nne. 

(}.  Acc  )raing  to  your  experience,  what  percentage 
of  animals  that  are  shot  at  are  actually  takiiu  by  the  boats? — A.  That 
is  a  cordinir  to  tlie  amount  of  ammunition  that  we  use. 

A 1  > n u t  o n e  1 1  li rd  are  tak en .  vn^ n?"nr«'ihi7 a^' 

4  1  1  1        i        i  1  i  1  A  1  ■^®^  or  111046  HQOt  at. 

Q.  Are  tlie  seal-;  shot  at  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake, 
usually? — A.  Most  asleep. 

().  ( )i"  what  sex  are  the  seals  taken  by  you,  or  usually  killed  by  hunt- 
ing v^esscls  in  the  N"orth  Pacific  find  Bering  Sea? — A.  Females. 
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Q.  What  percentage  of  them  are  cowsf  Suppose  you  catch  100  seals. 
Ninety  per  cent  f«   ^^'^^^  luauy  iiiiiles  would   you  have  among  themf — 

macs,    mostly    with    A.    About  10. 

^^^^'  Q.  What  percentage  of  the  cows  taken  are  with 

pupf— A.  The  females  are  mostly  all  with  pup,  that  is,  up  until  the  Ist 
of  July. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  are  any  of  the  pups  born  in  the 
i»ul!Srt.^""  ^°^^  **°  water  or  anywliere  else  out  of  the  seal  islands! — ^A.  I 

have  never  seen  any. 
Q.  Have  you  ever  found  any  seal  pups  in  the  Pacific  that  were 
younger  than  those  born  the  year  previous! — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  never 
seen  any. 

Q.  Have  you  noticed  any  decrease  in  the  quantity  of 
eoreaso.  auimals  iu  the  last  few  years  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  cause? — A.    Kill- 
^*°''*-  ing  off  the  females. 

Q.  If  sealing  continues  as  heretofore,  is  there  any  danger  of  exter- 
minating them? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  will  all  be  exterminated  in  three 
years,  and  there  will  be  no  more  sealing. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  pro- 
sa?/"^''*'*'"    °^^'  tect  the  cows  in  the  Bering  Sea?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  is  also  necessary  to  protect  them  in  the  Pa- 
ciftcj  ? — A.  The  Pacific  is  a  large  ocean,  and  they  do  not  go  in  large  bands. 
Tiiey  go  singly  and  in  pairs,  so  that  there  is  not  a  chance  to  kill  so 
many  of  them  in  the  ocean.  In  the  Bering  Sea  they  are  in  bands,  and 
they  go  onto  the  islands  and  are  concentrated  in  a  small  place. 

Q.  Are  seals  generally  shot  with  a  rifle  or  shotgun? — A.  With  a  shot- 
gun.    Some  with  a  rifle;  mostly  with  a  shotgun. 

„     .        ,  ^,  Q.  In  vour  opinion  do  the  seals  on  the  llussian  side 

kun  aeuia  do  not  niiu-  intermingle  With  tliosc  ou  tlic  Pacific  Side? — A.  No, 
s^®-  sir;  I  do  not  think  so.    They  are  different  seals  in  my 

opinion. 

Q.  If  the  cow  seals  are  to  be  protected  in  the  Bering  Sea  what  months 
do  you  consider  it  would  be  necessary  to  prohibit  any  being  taken? — 
A.  From  the  15th  of  Junci  until  the  season  finishes;  that  would  be  the 
first  snow.  The  ])ups  do  not  leave  tlie  islands  on  the  first  snow,  bat 
when  the  second  snow  comes  they  leave  the  islands.  They  ought  to  be 
protected  until  the  second  snow;  that  is,  in  November. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  kill  any  cow  seals  that  were  in  milk,  that  had  given 
birth  to  young  and  were  in  milk ?^ A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have,  in  Bering  Sea, 

Kiuodiniikin'rcows       ^*  ^^^^^  ^^^  fvom  the  seal  islands  were  they? — A, 
from  no^to  uo'mlies  Sixty  luilcs;  all  the  way  from  20  to  GO  miles;  off  St. 

from  inlands.  GcorgC  UlUl  St.  Paul. 

Q.  Do  y(m  know  of  anything  else  that  would  be  int^jresting  in  regard 
to  the  question? — A.  I  think  the  seals  ought  to  be  i)rotected.  I  think 
the  custom-house  should  not  clear  any  ships  either  in  the  British  Colo- 
nies or  the  United  States  for  sealing  in  the  Bering  Sei;  that  is,  if 
they  want  to  protect  them.  1  would  like  to  see  the  islands  x)rotected 
from  raids,  and  the  Bering  Sea  also. 

State  of  Caltfoknia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Fraiicisco,  ss: 

I,  Clement  Bennett,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  city  and  county 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  witnesses  in  the  foregoing  depositions  named, 
were  by  me  duly  sworn  to  testify  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing 
but  the  truth;  that  said  depositions  were  taken  on  the  1st  day  of  Feb- 
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riiary,  1892,  at  my  office,  rooms  12  and  13,  234  California  street,  in  the 
city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  in  the  State  of  California,  and  were 
reduced  to  writing  by  me. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  affixed 
my  seal  of  office  this  9th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1892. 

[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Fublic, 


Deposition  of  Martin  Hannon  {sealer). 

pelagic  sealing. 

Martin  Uannon,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at 
Victoria,  British  Columbia.    I  am  by  occupation  a  seal 
hunter.    Have  been  engaged  in  sealing  the  last  three     Experience, 
years  on  the  British  schooners  Triumphj  Walter  Bichj 
BorealiSj  and  Umhrina^  and  the  German  schooner  Adek,   jJ?^""^^    Waiter 
First  find  and  take  seal  in  January  off*  Columbia  River.  bHna,  a'cmS!^'  ^^ 
They  are  then  advancing  up  the  coast.    We  follow 
them  until  they  enter  Bering  Sea  about  July  1st.    I  use     MigraUon. 
the  shotgun  exclusively  for  taking  seal.    About  65  per 
cent  of  the  seal  hit  are  lost.    A  large  majority  of  seals     Large m^oritypreg- 
taken  are  females  with  young.    Only  two  old  bulls  "^'^  ^^™*^''- 
were  taken  by  me  last  year  out  of  the  100  seals  taken.    But  very 
few    yearlings  are  taken.    Paid  no  attention  to  sex.    A  few  male 
seals  are  taken  between  two  and  four  years  old,  I  think. 
Majority  of  the  seals  taken  in  Bering  Sea  are  females  fe^^"^    °^"^°s 
with  milk  in  them.     Have  killed  them  full  of  milk  100 
miles  from  the  seal  islands.    I  use  no  discrimination  in 
sealing,  but  shoot  everything  that  comes  near  the  boat     ^°<i*»crimmate. 
regardless  of  sex.    Uave  never  known  of  any  pups  to  be  bom  in  the 
water  or  on  the  land  outside  of  the  Pribilof  Islands. 
Have  never  known  any  fur  seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land     N«P«^»^«wrth. 
elsewhere  than  on  the  Pribilof  Islands.    I  think  a  ^?**°^K***°^°Pp^fh" 
closed  season  should  be  established  between  May  Ist  uof!^^    an  on    r  . 
and  September  loth  in  North  Pacific  Ocean  and  Bering 
Sea,which  would  give  them  a  chance  to  increase.  Protection. 

Martin  Hannon. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2d  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 


Deposition  of  William  Hermann  {sealer). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss: 

AVilliani  Ilernninn,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  by 
occui)ation  a  seal  and  otter  hunt^er.    My  present  resi- 
deiK^e  is  in  San  Francis(;o.    I  have  been  engaged  in     Experience, 
seal  and  otter  hunting  eleven  years  in  the  Okhotsk  Sea 
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and  the  North  Pacific.    I  use  a  shotgun  when  T  am  hunting  seal  and 

UBesflrearms  ^  ^^^®  ^^^  ottcr  hunting.    I  huTit  wlth  a  No.  8  bore  shot- 

gun, and  use  No.  1  shot.    Many  seals  are  wounded  and 
lost,  depending  largely  on  the  skill  of  the  hunter.    I 

hunters  have  been  with  me  that  I  know  lost  a  greater  i)ortion  of  those 

they  shot  at.    Probably  a  fair  average  would  be,  taking  all  the  hunters 

MoHtiv  )reMiant  or  ^<^*?^t^^^r,  ouc  seal  secuiod  to  two  lost.    Nearly  all  the 

niiiki««\owi:"*'^  *^^  seals  killed  in  the  water  before  the  middle  of  June  are 

cows  in  pup,  and  after  that,  mothers  giving  milk.    After 
Female  feeding.        tlic  youug  is  a  fcw  days  old  the  mother  travels  out  to 

the  fishing  banks  to  feed.    It  is  diflicult  to  tell  the  sex 
s»x  imdiHtiuKiiiBh    of  a  Seal  wliicli  you  shoot  at  in  the  water,  but  you  can 

tell  a  young  seal  from  an  old  seal.    Seiils  are  not  as 
Dcireaso  plentiful  uow  as  they  were  a  few  years  ago.    I  think 

they  are  decreasiug  on  account  of  their  being  hunted 
so  much. 

W.  Hermann. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1st  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 

[SKAL.]  CLE3IENT  BENNETT, 

Notary  Public. 


JJejyosition  of  Andrew  J.  Hoffman  (sealer). 

TELACJKJ   SEALING. 

P>e  it  remenibored,  that  on  the  24th  day  of  Februaiy,  1892,  at  my 
oflice,  4.54  ('alifoinia  street,  in  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco, 
State  of  Calilornia,  before  me,  ChMnent  Hennett,  a  notary  luiblic  in  and 
for  said  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  State  of  ( -alifornia,  duly 
a[)pointed  and  <*oinniissioned  to  administer  oaths,  etc.,  personally  ap- 
l)cared  Andrew  J.  Uolfnian,  who  being  first  by  me  duly  sworn,  testified 
as  follows: 

Andrew  J.  Hoffman,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

The  Notary: 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  ag(^,  residence,  and  occupation! — A.  My 
name  is  Andrew  J.  Hoffman;  age,  24;  residence,  San  Francisco;  occu- 
pation, seal  hunter. 

Q,  Aie  you  a  citizen  of  the  United  States? — A.  I  am. 

ii.  What  State  are  you  a  resident  of? — A.  The  State  of  Oalifomia. 

Q.  Have  you  been  engaged  in  catching  seals  in  t\w  Pacific  and  Bering 

Sea,  an<l  for  how  longf — A.  1  have  been  engaged  in 
sealing  there  lor  three  years  last  past. 

Q.  Ho  you  know  of  what  sex  the  seals  were  that  you  have  taken  in 
the  Pacific  an<l  Bering  Sea! — A.  The  seals  that  1  have  tsiken  were 
principally  females. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  skins  you  have  taken  were  cow^st — ^A. 
About  l)r»  per  cent  of  them  were  cows. 

Q.  What  x>erc(Mitage  of  the  cows  you  have  taken  w(»re  with  pupt— 
^..    ,  ^  A.  About  the  same  anumnt  were  with  pup. 

of  ratfli  w..ri  pnj;       Q.  W  Iicu  docs  Sealing  commcju^e  m  riie  Pacific,  and 
nantfowii.  wiicu  docs  it  end? — A.  Sealing  commences  there  about 

the  1st  of  Janimry  and  ends  about  the  1st  of  June. 
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Q.  Wliat  percentage  of  seals  are  taken  compared  to  those  you  de- 
stroy in  doing  so;  in  other  words,  how  many  do  you 
actually  get  out  of  those  you  shoot  ?— A.  We  get  about  omcSrshot^^''  *^"* 
75  per  cent  of  them. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  you  first  started  in  the  business   and 
was  inexperienced  in  hunting,  that  you,  like  all  other 
beginners,  destroyed  a  mue£  larger  proportion  than        ««    <>     e. 
yoa  now  do? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  you  shoot  at  mostly  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake f 
Do  you  shoot  at  them  while  breeching? — A.  About  50  per  cent  of  them 
are  asleep,  that  is,  according  to  what  are  shot  at,  and  .we  also  shoot  at 
them  while  breeching. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  seals  born  in  the  wat-er,  and  is  it  your 
opinion  that  it  is  i)08sible  for  them  to  be  born  in  the 
water? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  never  seen  any  born  in  possiCi;**^   ^^^  *"*" 
the  water,  and  I  think  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  be 
born  in  the  wat^^r. 

Q.  ])o  you  know  of  any  place  where  seals  land  out-  Haul  up  only  on 
side  of  the  seal  islands?— A.  No,  sir.  PnbiiofisiandB. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  seals,  as  com- 
pared to  previous  years? — ^A.  Well,  for  the  length  of 
time  that  I  have' been  out  there  is  not  much  differ-        ^^^oaae. 
ence. 

Q.  If  there  is  a  decrease,  to  what  do  you  attribute  it? — A.  To  the 
amount  of  seal  hunters  and  hunting  that  is  actually 
going  on. 

Q.  Do  the  pups  iwrish  with  the  cows  that  you  kill? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
th(»v  do. 

Q.  Is  it  your  opinicm  if  sealing  continues  unrestricted  that  they  will 
soon  be  exterminated? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  the  cows  in 
Bering  Sea,  to  ])revent  the  herd  from  being  extermi- 
nated?   If  so,  for  what  months  in  the  year?— A.  Yes,  g^™*^^^"''    "^«»" 
sir;  from  the  1st  of  June  until  the  1st  of  August,  in 
order  to  protect  the  herd. 

Q.  Do  yon  generally  shoot  seals  with  a  rifle  or  sJiotgun;  and  if  the 
latter,  witli  buckshot  or  fine  shot? — A.  Mostly  with 

bucksliot  and  a  shotgun.  ^  .hot  mSuyl^e^"'^' 

Q.  Judging  by  the  direction  that  seals  were  travel- 
ing (luring  your  experience,  where  do  you  suppose  was  their  destina- 
tion ? — A.  I  couldn't  say  as  to  that;  I  know  they  traveled  southward  to  a 
more  milder  climate. 

Q.  Do  you  think  of  anything  else  that  is  of  value  in  regard  to  this 
seal  ([uestion  that  1  liave  not  asked  you;  anything  you  would  like  to 
say,  you  can  give  your  opinion  about? — A.  No,  sir;  I  think  of  nothing 
else  ill  regard  to  tliis  that  I  have  not  already  said. 

Andrew  Jackson  Hoffman. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Franciaco,  88: 

1,  ( lenient  Bennett,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  city  and  county  of 
San  I'rancisco,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  witnCvSs  in  the  foregoing  dep- 
osition muned  was  by  me  duly  sworn  to  testify  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth;  that  said  deposition  was  reduced  to 
writing,  and  wlien  completed  was  carefully  read  over  to  said  witness, 
and  by  him  subscribed  in  my  presence. 
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In  \ritnosa  wlioreof,  I  have  hereunto  subseriheil  my  name  and  affixed 
my  sc^al  ol*  ofiice  this  liOth  day  of  rebniary,  181)2. 
[SEAL.J  Ole^ient  Dennett, 

Xotary  rubliCn 


Deposition  of  James  Kean,  sealer, 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  op  California, 

City  and  County  of  iSan  Franeisco,  ss: 

James  Kean,  liaving  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  reside  in 

Victoria,  Britisli  Columbia;  my  occupation  is  that  of  a 
Exi>erioiice.  seamau  and  seal  hunter.     I  tirst  went  seal  hunting]:  iu 

1881)  on  the  schooner  Oscar  and  llattie.  She  had  six 
i88u!*'"'^  *'*^  i^a«tt«,  Y^fy^^x^  j„n|  j^  stern  boat,  three  men  to  each  boat.    She 

was  armed  with  shot'^uns  and  rifles.     I  shipped  as  a 
hunter.    We  U^ft  Victoria  the  latter  jmit  of  February  and  went  oif 
south  to  the  Columbia  IJiver  an<l  commenced  sealing  oil"  there  and  fol- 
lowed the  herd  alonj?  the  coast  up  to  the  ]>ering  Sea, 
?^rli"? ^"' *™^ "^  <*rrivin<r  there  sometime  in  June.     We  caufi^ht  some- 
eu  enun.  where  about  ."iOO  seals  before  entering  the  sea,  of  all 

^  Mnjority  taken  fe-  kinds.    There  wcrc  a  fjood  many  females  among  them; 

there  was  a  *?ood  many  more  of  them  than  males,  but 
the  exact  number  I  do  not  know.  The  old  females  had  young  pups 
in  them.  I  saw  them  taken  out,  luid  a  good  many  of  them  shinncMl. 
We  entered  the  sea  and  caught  alumt  1,(K)0  in  there.  We  sealed  all 
over  on  this  side  of  the  Bering  Sea,  sometimes  being  over  15<)  miles  oflf 
the  s(»al  islands,  and  sonu*times  w(»  were  closer.  1  did  not  pay  any  at- 
Nnrsin«r     ftnmirH  teutioii  to  the  i)roportion  of  femah\s,  but  I  know  we 

thkiii.  HoTi v.r  100  skinned  a  great  manv  that  were  giving  milk,  because 

miirs  from  isiamiH.      ^^^^  ^j^jjj,  ^^.^^^^j^^  ^.^^^  ^^.^^  tlicir  brcasts  outo  the  deck 

when  they  wer<^  being  skinuiMl.    We  killed  mother  seals  in  milk  over  100 
miles  from  th(»  seal  islan<ls.     We  generally  shoot  them  when  they  are 
asleej)  on  the  water. 
In  181)0  I  went  out  in  the  Walter  Rich.    She  had  eicrht  boats,  three 

Walter  Rich  iHiH)      '"^*"  ^^  *^  boat.     Wc  had  sliotguiis  aud  rifles,  using  the 

former  almost  altogether.    W(»  left  Vic'toria  about  the 

latter  part  of  March,  and  came  down  off  the  Columbia  River  and  c^m- 

UKMiced  sealing  as  tlie  pn^vious  year,  sealing  along  the  coast  to  the 

,  B(»ring  Sea,  arriving  th(»re,  I  think,  about  the  1st  of 

tmtSff.'''''''  July.    We  caught  between  ;i(M)  and  4(K)  seals  on  the 

coast,  and  (iOO  in  the  r>ering  Sea.     We  sealed  on  the 

siuiidfnmiiotoirK)  American  side  of  the  Bering  Sea  around  the  Pribilof 

n.iu.Htr«miHiHmiH.      i^].^„^|^^  auywhcrc  from  10  to  150  miles  ofl*     The  cap- 

I'roportionoffe-  fnre  of  1S1M>  was  alumt  the  sann*  in  in'oportion  to  sex 

as  the  year  before.     >>  e  sold  our  skins  m  \  ictona.    In 

WaRTii.  i^^i)  I  n^eeivcMl   81  for  every  skin  1  got,  and  in  1890 

received  83  for  every  skin  I  got.     1  think  I  got  half  of  what  I  killed 

Wft8toofiifo  ^"*^  woun<le(l.     1  do  not  think  that  the  green  hunters 

get  more  than  one  out  of  every  f<mr  or  five  that  they 
i)e<;reaHo.  ^*^^*    '^'^'^*  seals  wcrc  not  near  as  plentiful  along  the 

coast  and  Bering  Sea  in  1891  as  they  were  in  1890. 
They  wanted  nn^  to  ship  this  year  on  a  sixth  lay,  that  is,  every  sixth  skiu 
was  to  be  mine,  but  I  thought  the  seals  were  so  scarce  it  would  not  p^y 
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me  to  go.  It  is  the  common  conversation  among  us  hunters  that  the 
seals  are  getting  so  scarce  it  does  not  pay  for  us  to  go  and  hunt  them 
unless  they  will  give  us  a  better  price  per  skin,  and  a  great  many  of 
the  old  hunters  would  not  go  out  this  year  on  that  account. 

James  Kean. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  16th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[L.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Kotary  Public. 


Deposition  of  James  Kennedy^  sealer  {boat  puller), 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Galifoknia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

James  Kennedy,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:    I  am 
now  residing  in  San  Francisco.    My  occupation  is  that     ^.^   ^^ 
of  a  sailor.     1  went  to  the  North  Pacific  and  Bering       *P«"®nce. 
Sea  on   the  schooner  Ma<jgie  Ross,  of  which  Captain     Maggu  Roum  i884 
Olseu  wa^  master,  in  the  early  part  of  May,  1884.     I 
shipped  as  a  boat  puller.    We  sailed  from  Victoria,  British  Columbia, 
aiul  bore  due  north  to  the  Bering  Sea.    When  we  arrived  there  we  had 
some  seventy  five  to  eighty  seals,  the  greater  ])art  of  which  were  females, 
SOUK*-  ot*  which  had  pups  in  theiu.     We  entered  the  Bering  Sea  about 
tlie  latter  part  of  July  and  captured  260  seals  from     ^^^. 
20  to  100  miles  off  the  seal  islands.    A  large  propor-  ingo""*^  ^^'  ®°^'' 
tion  of  them  were  females  nursing  their  young,  and     p^^^aieHiu  miik  20 
their  teats  were  large  and  full  of  milk.     We  had  four  t<>  100  miles  from>. 
boats  aboard,  each  boat  having  a  hunter,  steerer  and  ^''*"*^*' 
boat  pnller,  and  used  rifles.    On  an  average  we  got  one  or  two  out  of 
every  six  or  seven  that  we  wounded  or  killed.    In     waateofUfe 
188<S,  I  made  a  fishing  voyage  to  the  Bering  Sea,  and        «•<>«• 
while  in  there  heard  the  captain  and  oflftcers   discussing  about  the 
decrease  of  seals  on  the  islands  and  in  the  water.    I 
heard  it  discussed  on  our  return  at  the  different  ports 
we  put  in  at,  and  also  in  Victoria  on  our  arrival,  and  all  said  the  seals 
were  decreasing. 

James  Kennedy. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  15th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[l.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  James  Kiernan,  sealer  (master). 

arctic  and  antarctic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

James   Kiernan,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a 
master  mariner  by  profession,  and  a  resident  ot*  Call-     ^^     . 
tornia.     I  have  been  engaged  in  seal  hunting  since       ^p®"®"***- 

l>71G_voL  n ^29 
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Antarctic  scaling. 


enes. 


1843.  My  first  \ojage  was  from  N'ewport,  R.  L,  to  the 
east  coast  of  South  America,  at  Lobos  Island,  off  the 
te5o^''iJrJlid**'rau-  mouth  of  the  river  Platte,  at  Castillos  Island,  and  on 
poiiia.  and  Falkland  tlic  cast  coast  of  Patagoiiia.  Afterwards  I  went  to  the 
iSandt!"^*"  "^^'^^^"^^  Falkhind  Islands,  to  the  South  Shetland  Islands,  and 

to  tho  west  coast  of  Patagonia.    In  those  days  we 
Destruction  of  rook-  ^{Hq^  tlic  seals  ou  land  with  clubs,  but  all  those  rook- 
eries have  since  been  destroyed  through  the  c<mstant 
hunting  of  the  seals.    Afterwards  I  came  toCalifornia  andmade  my  first 

seal-hunting  voyage  in  the  North  Pacific  in  1868  and 
Arctic  sealing.        ^^^  more  rcccut  years  in  Bering  Sea.    I  have  given 

much  attention  to  the  study  of  seal  life  as  well  as  to  the  methods  of 
hunting  in  the  sea  and  the  consequent  eflect  of  this  upon  the  possible 
extermination  of  the  seal.  I  usually  commence  the  voyage  near  tlie 
coast  of  California  in  the  early  part  of  January  and  continue  along  up 
the  coast,  following  the  herd  on  its  Avay  to  its  breeding  grounds  until 

the  latter  i)art  of  June,  hunting  all  the  way  and  enter- 
enu'dl"! atnei"Tng^  ^^S  Bering  Sea  abcmt  the  1st  of  July,  and  remaining 

in  those  waters  until  about  the  10th  or  loth  of  Septem- 
ber.   My  experience  has  been  that  the  sex  of  the  seals  usually  killed 

by  hunters  employed  on  vessels  under  my  command. 

tiioif  k^SiJ^Lw"*  ^^  ^0^^^  '^  t^*^  ocean  and  Bering  Sea,  were  cows.    I  shoala 

say  that  not  less  than  80  i)er  cent  of  those  caught  each 

year  were  of  that  sex.    I  have  observed  that  those  killed  in  the 

Xorth  Pacific  were  mostly  females  carrying  their  young, 

femaio8^in  ^^^!i^^l^lv  ^^^  ^^'^'r^*  generally  caught  while  asleeep  on  the  water, 
ciflc  and  nursing  fe-  wliilc  tliosc  tiikcu  ill  the  Bering  Sca  were  nearly  all 
mats  111  eringNja.    j^^^^^jj^^,  ^q.^]^^  j^  jnilk,  that  htul  left  their  young  and 

were  in  search  of  food.    My  experitjnce  convinces  me  that  a  large  i)er- 

centage  of  the  seals  now  killed  by  shooting  with  rifles 
wasto  o   1 0.  ^^^j^i  shotguns  are  lost.    My  estimate  would  be  that  two 

out  of  every  three  killed  are  lost. 

Formerly  the  killing  was  done  by  spearing,  and  in  later  years  it  was 
leariie<l  tliat  shooting  them  was  a  swifter  method  of  killing.  At  the 
start  the  hunters  were  inexperienced  and  a  large  proportion  were  lost. 
Many  are  shot  while  asleep;  some  while  breeching,  but  such  are  more 

difiuuilt  to  kill.  I  never  have  known  of  seals  being 
ixiiiilh*.*^  ^^^^  ""   ^oTii  in  the  water.    In  fact  1  do  not  believe  they  are, 

except  by  actcident,  in  whi(^h  cases  they  would  certainly 
die,  as  young  seals  have  to  be  taught  to  swim  by  their  mother,  just  as 
children  have  to  be  taught  to  walk.    My  knowledge  being  from  long  ex- 
Detrtase  pericncc,  is  that  the  seals  are  bec^oniing  gradually 

^'  scarcer  in  the  northern  waters,  particularly  so  in  later 

years.  The  cause  of  this  decrease  1  believe  to  be  the  indiscriminate 
slaughter  of  the  mother  seals.  They  are  hunted  too  much,  and  hence 
inotlun-  seals  are  becoming  s<'arc<ir,  which,  if  not  checked,  will  lead  to 
tlieir  early  extermination.  ( -onstant  slHM)ting  has  frightened  them  and 
made  them  wild,  so  that  they  have  Uy  be  shot  at  great  distances  unless 
Ibund  asleep.  Much  di^peiuls  for  successful  hunting,  upon  the  weather, 
as  it  is  ditficult  to  get  accurate  aim  when  both  the  hunter's  boat  and  the 

seal  are  in  motion.  A  poor  hunter  does  not  secure 
hnnuT.'^^*^**"*^**'^  more  than   (me  out  of  eveiy  five  shot  or  aimed  at. 

Good  hunters  do  better.  I  think  many  of  the  mother 
seals  go  from  their  bn^^ling  grounds  on  the  islands  many  miles  into 
the  Pa(rific  Ocean  in  search  of  food,  often  to  a  distance  of  150  to  180 
miles.    They  travel  very  fast,  and  it  is  on  these  excursions  that  many 
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of  them  are  killed.  The  mother  does  not  leave  the  rookery  in  search 
of  food  until  she  has  dropped  her  young  and  become  pregnant  again, 
hence  when  she  has  been  slain,  it  means  the  loss  of     „     ,    ^   ,i 

.,  -1  -n  ^'  i»i         !•       x«  Females  feeding. 

three,  as  the  young  pup  will  unquestionably  die  lor 
lack  of  sustenance.    There  is  no  way,  in  iny  judgment,  of  preventing 
the  seals  from  being  totally  exterminated,  except  by  effectually  pro- 
hibiting the  hunting  of  them,  both  in  the  ocean  and 
Bering  Sea  during  their  breeding  season,  say  from  s^ont^^l^y^^^ 
February  until  October,  on  the  principle  of  the  gam- 
ing laws  on  the  land.    The  last  vessel  I  went  out  in  was  the  Sophie 
Sutherland,   during  the  season  of   1891.    I  went  as      «   r.   «  *i.  i    ^ 

.,.  ^  ,  „Vi  1  js  j^       n    Ai  Sophie  Sutherland. 

sailing  master.  The  vessel  was  warned  out  of  the 
Bering  Sea  by  the  revenue  cutter  Btish.  She  met  us  near  Akatan 
Island,  eastward  of  Unalaska.  We  then  left  the  Bering  Sea  at  once 
and  returned  to  San  Francisco.  I  have  often  conversed  with  many 
other  persons,  who  like  myself  were  engaged  in  sealing,  and  they  agreed 
with  me  in  the  statements  herein  made  as  to  the  destruction  and  dis- 
appearance of  the  seals  in  the  northern  waters.  My  view  of  the  matter 
could,  1  have  no  doubt,  be  corroborated  by  hundreds  of  persons  experi- 
enced in  sealing,  if  they  be  found.  At  this  season  of  the  year,  however, 
they  are  absent  from  the  coast  hunting  and  lishing  on  the  ocean. 

Jas.  Kiernan. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  6th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 

Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Fublic. 


Deposition  of  James  Laflin^  shipping  agent,  and  managing  owner   of 

sealing  vessels. 

PELAaio  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

James  Latiin,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  60 
years  of  age.     1  Lave  resided  in  San  Francisco  the  last 
Ibrty-two  years.     I  am  by  occupation  shipping  agent       ^^    *^°^' 
for  the  hist  fifteen  years,  and  lit  out  all  the  whaling  fleet  that  leave 
this  port.     All  the  men  go  through  my  office.     Have  fitted  out  forty- 
seven  whalers  this  year  and  have  three  more  in  port  to  be  fitted 
out.     1  also  fit  out  sealing  schooners — about  twelve  to  fourteen  each 
year.     1   have  also  owned  one-third  interest  as  managing  owner  in 
two  sealing  vessels.    I  handle  and  pay  off  over  1,600  seamen  each  year 
in  the  whaling  fleet  alone.     I  also  handle  and  ship  a  great  many  men 
on  the  scaling  vessels.     I  often  converse  with  the  masters  of  the  ves- 
sels relative  to  the  fur-seal,  and  they  tell  me  that  they     ,. 
are  seai cvr  eaeh  year,  and  that  it  is  much  harder  to  make 
a  voyage  than  it  used  to  be.     I  have  often  heard  them  say  that  they 
only  get  two  or  three  out  of  a  school,  and  wlien  they  kill  them,  if  they 
do  not  get  them  right  away,  they  will  sink  and  are  lost.     Further,  that 
th(\v  lose  a  good  many  that  they  kill,  and  that  a  good      waateof  ufe 
many  have  ])ai)s  in  them,  and  that  when  the  boats 
eonie  aboard  loaded  with  seal  find  they  get  through  the  skinning  of 
them  tuey  would  have  a  big  pile  of  pups  on  deck. 


462  TESTIMONY 

From  my  experience  in  dealing  with  the  people  interested  in  sealing, 

and  from  niv  own  ])c»rsonal  observation,  I  know  the 
seals  are  decreasiiif^  very  fast  in  Bering  Sea,  and  it  is 

a  common  remark  among  seamen  who  ship  on  sealing  vessels  that  they 

do  not  (tare  about  going,  for  there  is  nothing  in  it,  and 

^nprofltabienes* of  Qj,jy  tliusc  will  sliip  that  are  hard  up  and  can  get 

nothing  else  to  do.     It  is  very  iin][>ortant  that  the  seals 

Protection  neces-  be  protertod  in  the  waters  of  the  North  Pacitie  and 

**^*  Bering  Sea  from  being  killed  by  hunters,  or  they  will 

be  so  near  exterminated  in  a  short  lime  that  it  will  pay  no  one  to  hunt 

them. 

JA3EES  Laflin. 

Subseribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Ifith  day  of  April,  A.l>.  1892. 
[L.  S.J  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  rublio. 


Deposition  of  Isaac  Licbcs^  furrier. 

pelagic  sealing  and  general  seal-skin  industry. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  ISan  Frandnco^  sh  : 

Isaac  Liebes,  having  been  duly  sworn,  dejMwesand  says:  I  reside  in 
f  San  Francis<!0,  Cal.     1  am,  and  have  been  for  the  last 

xprneiini.  twentytluTM*-  vears,  by  oecujjalion  a  tur  merchant,  dur- 

ing which  time  I  have  handled  moie  raw  fur  seal  skins  than  any  other 
individual  in  the  United  States  or  Cannda,  and  more  than  any  firm  or 
cori)oration  except  the  lessees  of  the  si^aleries  of  the  Pribilof  and  Com- 
mander islands.  I  claim  to  be  tli(»roughly  ac<iuainted  with  all  kinds  ol 
seal  skins,  and  from  all  the  diiVerent  h)ealities,  and  can  readily  dis- 
tinguish one  from  the  other.  I  am  also  thoroughly  familiar  with  tlie 
nuxle  of  capturing  the  seals,  both  on  land  and  in  the  water,  and  in 
handling,  packing,  and  shi])|)ing  the  skins.  My  business  as  a  manu- 
facturer of  furs  has  also  made  nu3  ecjually  faniiliar  with  the  dressed 
and  dyed  seal  skins.  The  greater  i)art  of  the  raw  seal  skins  which 
have  passed  through  my  hands  were  from  seals  cai)tured  at  sea,  and  it 
is  with  this  feature  of  seal  hunting  that  1  am  more  especially  familiar. 
I  speak  from  personal  observation  and  experience  in  describing  the 
marine  sealing  fleet,  and  the  business  of  marine  seal  hunting. 

The  sealing  lleet  is  <!om])rised  almost  exclusively  of  small  schooners, 

carrying  from  liv(».  to  tliirty  m(»n,  some  of  the  crew 
aiidTou tift  Jf?**^  "*"'  being  <*\elusively  white  men  and  some  of  them  mixed, 

white  men  and  Indians.  Tlu'y  are  fitted  with  the  nec- 
(^ssary  boats,  guns,  sp(»ars,  galls,  water  butts,  and  other  implements 
nM|uired  for  seal  killing  and  to  enable  the  hunters  to  remain  away  from 
the  vessel  in  their  boats  for  several  (•onse<*utive  Inmrs.  The  vessels 
leave  port,  the  most  of  them  going  out  either  from  Victoria  or  San 
i.   ,.  ,,      Francisco  in  the  eailv  spring,  and  commence  their  sea- 

iL'iiiHiii  AjMiiornariy  son's  work  otl  Oapc  Flattcrv  in  April  or  the  early  part 

part  .,f  May.  ^^^  ;yj.j^.        rj^j^^.^,  ^j^^.^^  ^.^j^^^^^.  jj^^,  ^^,.^|^   ^^^^^^^  ^^^^j^,   'n^^h- 

Tiino   of  «'uttring  wai'd  ]mssage  towards  Ih^ring  Sea  and  finally,  in  June 
lUriiiK  Nil.  ^^  early  in  »Iuly,  into  those  waters,  killing  every  animal 

possible  as  they  go.     They  formerly  commenced   their  voyages  still 
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further  soutli  along  the  California  coast,  but  as  seals  have  become 
scarcer,  they  do  not,  in  the  last  year  or  two,  get  many  south  of  the 
Oregon  coast.    Of  tlie  class  of  seals  taken  I  can  say,  from  personal 
observation  on  board  sealing  vessels,  as  well  as  from  knowledge  gained 
in  biiying  and  handling  the  skins  from  seals  killed  in  the  Pacific,  that 
in  the  spring  95  per  cent  of  them  are  cows  heavy  with     Percentage  of  cown 
pup;  4  per  cent  are  pups  less  than  1  year  old, born  the  pupar^aE^^maiTi 
])revious  summer,  and  1  per  cent  males,  most  of  the  **^®°- 
latter  not  exceeding  2  or  3  years  old.    The  number  of     waste  of  ufe. 
seals  actually  secured  to  the  number  killed  does  not 
exceed  about  one  in  four,  or  about  one  is  taken  for  every  three  de- 
stroyed, varying,   of  coTirse,   with  the  skill  and  experience  of  the 
hunters. 

The  average  market  value  of  seal  skins  taken  in  the  water  as  com- 
pared with  that  of  animals  properly  selected  on  the 
seal  islands,  either  of  Alaska  or  Siberia,  is  about  one-  pe^^^gimlf^'**  **' 
third.  The  former  are  mostly  pregnant  cows,  the  fur 
of  whic^h  is  thin  and  poor,  comi)ared  with  the  males,  and  the  skins  are 
riddled  more  or  less  with  bullets  and  buckshot,  making  them  practically 
unfit  for  lirst class  garments. 

Of  late  years  most  of  the  catches  of  northwest  skins  are  sold  at  a 
certain  pri(;e  per  skin,  without  particular  examination.  The  dealers, 
knowing  the  location  from  which  the  skins  are  obtained,  make  an  av- 
erage price,  and  owners  and  hunters  are,  therefore,  less  particular  than 
tliey  were  in  Ibrmer  years  as  to  the  class  of  animals 
they  (capture.  They  kill  everything  they  see  without  .^i°di«crimiiiate  kiu- 
regard  to  age  or  sex,  their  only  object  being  to  swell 
the  total  number  of  the  catch  to  the  highest  possible  figure. 

1  have  noticed  in  examining  the  skins  of  the  northwest  or  "  Victoria 
catch ''  during  the  last  two  years  that  they  average 
much  smaller  in  size  than  they  formerly  did.  The  skhw.^**^^  ***^  ^^ 
large  breeding  cows,  of  which  this  catch  used  to  contain 
a  considerable  i)ercentage,  are  now  almost  entirely  absent,  showing 
conclusively  that  the  old  stock  has  been  exterminated,  and  the  supply 
ui)()n  which  they  are  now  drawing  is  comprised  of  younger  animals. 

Th(*  l)ra(ti('e  of  Tising  shotguns  charged  with  buckshot  is  working 
havoc  in  the  seal  herd.    The  shots  scatter,  and  many     „        .^v  v  * 

,  ,     ,  T  ^j     i_     />!  t      f       J*      Havoc  with  shotgun. 

animals  are  wounded  and  escape  that  afterwards  die  of 
their  wounds.  This  is  conclusively  proved  by  the  fact  that  many  skins 
known  to  tlie  trade  as  '^ stinkers"  are  brought  in  and  offered  for  sale; 
so  called  because  they  have  been  taken  by  passing  vessels  from  seals 
found  dead  on  the  surface  of  the  water.  It  is  well  known  that  seals 
which  are  kiUed  at  sea  and  sink  beyond  the  reach  of  the  hunter's  gaff 
ris(»  to  the  surface  after  de(*ompo.sition  sets  in.  Naturally,  those  thus 
picked  up  aie  but  a  small  part  of  the  number  that  actually  perish  in 
the  water,  in  consequence  of  their  wounds.     If  all  the     «     ..   .*    * 

,  '      .    1  ^       ,1  1         J.1        T     T  •  Superiority  of  spoar. 

seals  were  taken  as  they  were  by  the  Indians  m 
former  years,  by  spearing,  their  destruction  would  be  nothing  near  as 
great  as  it  is.  If  the  spear  dart  touches  the  animal  but  lightly  he 
^oes  o(V  with  a  slight  wound  and  quickly  recovers,  while  if  it  fairly  pen- 
etrates his  body  his  capture  is  reasonably  certain,  for  the  spear  is 
attached  by  a  line  to  the  canoe,  and  the  seal  can  not  escape.  Unfor- 
tunately, a  great  majority  of  the  seals  are  now  killed  with  guns  instead 
of  s])ears. 
The  idea  of  capturing  seals  m  the  water,  when  they  are  farther  off 
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h\it>ri:  than  tlif*  IiA'ihti  r-.ijji|i->  r-an  s;if»-ly  fi»l]iiT  tlif-m.  r,rij:inated  in  San 

i'iaii<-i?*«o.     A  >iii;^ltf  ><-li'Oiiirr  was  lilted  «>iit  and  met 
-ifTj^r.  a:.:  how  i^.   ^.ji^j,  ^i|,.,.r-^^,     .Sii»' was  liireiwaid  jtiiiii'dbvotbers.and 

finiiUv  bv  a  small  tif-et.  neailv  all  American  vessela. 
J  f(f'<^l  confident  tliat  rii is  ^iiiin:  s^-aMjuiiiing  business  would  have  re- 
riiain^^d  in  thft  haiid-^  ot  San  Fraiir-isi;an<.  and  been  eontrolleil  from 
this  port  under  th«-  Ain^-rican  ila^'.  liad  it  not  been  fur  the  action  of 
our  ijoveniment  in  disfouiajrin^  and  foiliiililinj;:  the  partieipation  of 
Ameiii-an  vessels  in  th<'  takin;:  at'  s«*als.  AVhen  it  became  known  that 
Hritish  ves>els  then  eji;:a;red  in  the  trade  were  ret-eiving  prottH-tinnand 
jirivih';.fes  th^nied  to  Anieiican  seaJeis.  sti-jis  were  at  once  taken  to 
i.'.,x.-f.r  of  Aii.iri  p'^ce  many  of  rlie  American  tieet  under  the  British 
'*"  '—u  'v»  ihf  jla^r.  It'  tin-  bu>iness  liad  been  kept  in  .San  Francisco 
lij.Tj-i,  1U4.  J  ^j^^  ^^^^^  believe  it  would  have  reached  its  present 

proportions.  Hut  if  it  had  we  should  still  have  the  pleasure  of  deriving 
the  benelit  from  it  wliir:h  now  ;rnes  to  the  Canadians. 

J  am   very  well   a^-rjuainteil  with  the  rla>s  ot*  vessels  engaged  in 

sj-alin;:.     The  most  of  them  are  of  less  than  lUO  tons 
lUi'ioiiVii/*'^^         buMb'n.  and    a  fair  estimate  of  their  average   value 

wouhl  1m*.  1  shouM  say.  about  j?4..'»CM»  j»er  vessid,  for 
both  till*  American  and  Hritisli  th^rt.  ami  abnut  ^*2MW  would  cover  the 
average  (Mjst  of  an  entire  ontfit  for  a  si*as«in*s  wurk.  The  total  value 
of  llie  Canadian  scraling  lleet  i>  not,  after  all.  as  nuu'h  as  the  sealers 
would  h*ad  us  to  su]))M)se  from  tlicir  n'])ies('ntalions. 
'i'lic.  <)iiaiitify  of  northw<*st  or  '•  Victoria"  seals  that  were  dressed  and 

dvcd  in  the  Tnitcd  States  for  home  consumption,  and 
J!^;;:  """"""'"i-"   „;,vrr  ivacln-d  the  Lr,ndon  market,  I  estimate  as  fol- 

lows:  isst),  o.(HM);  IsiM).  4,000:  18!»J,  2.1(K).  These  es- 
timates are  made  u])  from  memoranda  I  have  been  accustomed  to  keep 
from  time  to  timt*  of  the  number  of  skins  olVcred  for  sale,  and  which  did 
not  ;io  forwanl  to  L'»ndon  as  shown  by  the  tijub*  sale  catalogues. 

1  have  known  of  several  expeditions  that  have  been  litted  out  for  the 

I'.iiim-  i.r  «x  MfH  P'^^'P******  <>f  following  and  <*a[)t  uring  the  seals  alter  they 
fioii'!.'  'to  hiiiit^Miiirt  leave  the  I*ribilof  Islands  and  are  making  their  south- 
i';IimiV'"^"'"  ""'  *"*    ^*''"  <'*>tirse.     All  thes«»  expeditions  have  proved  utter 

failures,  whii.'h  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the 
female  seals  at  tlmt  pi'riod  of  the  year  are  not  heavy  with  young  aa 
they  are  in  the  s[)ring,  nor  as  fat  as  at  a  later  {NMiod,  and  the  hunters 
can  not  easily  get  within  gunshot  distance  of  them.  They  a i-e  much 
h*ss  likely  to  be  found  asleep  at  this  season,  and  traveling  seals  are 
ditlicult  to  shoot  and  still  more  difllcult  to  take  in  before  they  sink. 
The  hunters  have  an  idea  that  th<»  sleeping  seals  are  buoyed  uj)  by  au 
inllati'd  internal  air  bladder.  Whether  this  is  so  or  not  it  is  certain 
that  a  ** sleeper''  is  more  likely  to  ])e  secured  after  it  is  shot  than  a 
"traveler." 

„  ,  ,  „  1  TIm'  male  seals  of  merchantabh*  size  do  not  intenuiu- 
mil  tiiiii;'ic.iiiiiiniHoir  glc,  I  bencvc,  to  any  extent  with  the  cows  caught  off 
'"*"*'  the  coast  of  North  Ameri<'a.     They  make  their  n(u*th- 

ern  passage  sejiarat**  from  tlu»  others,  and  further  off  shore.  As  they 
are  more  constantly  on  the  ah^t  than  the  females,  the  sealers  have  met 
with  little  success  in  hunting  them.  It  is  only  the  cow,  heavy  with 
])Up,  whi<'h,  in  cons<'<|uence  of  her  condition,  is  less  iwtive  and  alerty 
that  falls  an  easy  prey  to  tlu^  hunters. 

I  have  never  known  of  any  puj)  seals  being  caught  in  the  water  (except 
those  in  end)ryo)  that  were  less  than  several  months  old,  nor  are  any 

-^    ,  such  ever  ottered  to  the  trade,  showing  conclusively  to 

my  mind  that  they  are  not  born  at  sea.    The  Induuis 
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frequently  offer  ^Mjlaek  pups"  for  sale,  but  only  such  as  tliey  have 
ronioved  from  tlie  womb  of  the  mother  seal.  The  breeding*  seals,  as  far 
as  I  can  learu  from  extended  inquiry,  do  not  come  upon  land,  except  at 
their  regular  rookeries,  and  there  are  none  of  those  out- 
side of  the  Bering  Sea  islands  and  Eobben  Bank.  thf?8ilnd?.  ''"^^  ""^ 
Young  seals  are  sometimes  driven  for  a  few  hours  by 
stress  of  weather  into  the  inlets  about  the  Straits  of  Fuca  and  vicinity. 

The  seals  to  which  1  have  thus  far  had  reference  are 
known  to  myself  and  to  the  trade  as  the  Northwest  ASsVa^eX^iaJnUnil 
Coast  seals,  sometimes  also  called  "Victorias."  This  and  aitfer  from  otucr 
herd  belongs  solely  to  the  Pribilof  Islands,  and  is  ^^^^'^' 
easily  distinguishable  by  the  liir  from  the  fur-seals  of  the  other  north- 
ern rookeries,  and  still  easier  from  those  of  the  south.  All  expert  seal- 
skin assorters  are  able  to  tell  one  from  the  other  of  either  of  these  dif- 
ferent h(4'ds.    Eacli  has  its  own  characteristics  and  values. 

Owing  to  the  decrease  of  fur-seals  on  our  own  coast  marine  hunters 
have,  during  the  last  few  years,  turned  their  attention  Hunting  being 
to  the  Asiatic  waters,  and  are  now  hunting  them  transierrea  to  Asiatic 
there.  These  Asiatic  seals  have  their  breeding  grounds  ^*^*""- 
on  the  Commander  Islands  and  liobben  Banks.  Last  year  several  ad- 
ditions were  made  to  the  Asiatic  fleet  and  large  catches  were  secured 
in  those  waters,  including  the  fitting  out  of  still  fui-ther  expeditions  this 
season  for  the  same  busin(^ss.  The  distance  is  so  great  from  this  coast, 
and  ty[)h()(>ns  are  so  liable  to  be  encountered,  that  much  larger  vessels 
are  titled  out  and  ecpiipped  with  more  boats  to  each  vessel  than  on  the 
vVmeriean  side  of  the  Pacific.  Unless  restricted,  they  will  in  a  very 
lew  years,  by  the  destruction  of  the  breeding  seals,  deplete  these  rook- 
eries, as  they  have  those  of  Alaska.  In  fact,  two  years  ago  last  year 
this  de])h4ion  had  already  become  apparent,  and 
last  year  the*  Russian  officer  in  charge  ordered  the  njokeritg**"  ^"8»ian 
catch  to  be  reduced.  I  feel  convinced,  and  it  is  the 
opinion  of  others  familiar  with  the  business,  that  it  will  be  impossible 
foi-  the  company  having  the  privilege  of  sealing  there  to  take  this  year 
ev<'n  the  ;^0,0()()  to  whicli  the  quota  is  now  reduced. 

I  tind  in  handling  the  skins  taken  in  Bering  Sea  that  the  teats  of 
tliose  from  the  cow  seals  are  much  larger  and  more  piflorcncc  in  condi- 
(le\  eloped  than  from  the  ones  taken  in  the  North  tion  of  NoHhweat 
Pacitic  before  they  have  given  birth  to  their  young;  au<i  Alaska  »ki us. 
and  the  fur  on  the  belly  of  the  former  is  thinner  and  poorer  than  on  the 
latter,  as  the  result,  I  suppose,  of  the  heat  and  distension  of  the  udder 
consequent  u[)on  giving  milk. 

There  can  be  no  question,  in  my  opinion,  about  the  ultimate  result  to 
tlie  rookeries  of  marine  sealing.  If  it  is  continued  as 
it  has  becu  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  the  seals  Jr™**'"*^"''  °^*'®** 
will  br,  so  nearly  wiped  out  of  existence  in  a  short  time 
as  to  leave  nothing  to  quarrel  about;  and  an  article  of  commerce  that 
has  adbrded  a  vast  amcmnt  of  comfort  and  satisfaction  to  a  large  class 
ot*  wearers  and  a  large  income  to  both  American  and  British  merchants 
will  be  a  thing  of  the  past. 

Isaac  Liebes. 

Subscribed  aud  sworu  to  before  me  this  lOtli  day  of  May,  A.  D.  189ii. 
[.SEAJLJ  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  rublic^ 
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Depmition  of  Caleb  LindahJ.  sealer  fmaMferV 

ARrTIC   AND  ANTARCTIC   SEALING. 

STATK  of  CAIJFriRMA. 

(.'iti/  and  County  of  San  F/'finehco.  w: 

Caleb  Liiidahl.  haviri*^  ht:f'ii  duly  sworn,  (h-jMLses  anrl  says:  T  am  46 

y^-ars  of  a^*-.     I  n-side  in  San  Fram-isru.     My  occupa- 
jfattu  T.  ijyer.        tion  is  that  lit  a  si-aliT.     I  tirst  wont  sealing  in  the 

BiTJn^  Soa  in  iSliO  on  tlu-  Mattie  J.  i^^er.  I  was  em- 
ploy h1  as  a  hunter.  Our  intention  was  to  ratrh  seals  before  we  eiit4*ixd 
the  J^crin;;  S<*a.  We  left  San  Franrisco  in  the  hitter  jKirt  of  April,  but 
eaii^ht  no  seals  between  here  and  Sanak.     We  sealed  liimi  there  to  the 

Akatan  J*ass  and  caufrht  75  seals,  mostly  females  with 

Mostly  pr#-tjiiani  pup.     Some  of  the  young  they  had  inside  were  quite 

^^*'  grown.  Init  of  ermrse  you  eouhl  not  tell  when  you  shot  si 

seal  lying  asleeii  whi'tlier  it  was  a  male  or  female.  We 
Ji^Pn.l^''' ''""  "^  entiMvd  tlje  ]5ering  Sea  in  the  latter  part  of  May.     We 

caught  no  seals  in  the  I>ering  Sea.     Had  no  boats  out. 
iyi-Aziid.  TUo  Mat  fit'  T.  iPijtrr  was  siize<l  soon  after  she  entered 

the  i>ering  Si*a.     We  shoot  at  all  the  seals  we  get  a 

chance,  but  it  is  only  the  ones  that  we  find  asleep  that  we  catch.     Ou 

,„   ,    .,,.  an  average  a  hunter  gets  one  seal  out  of  four.     Some 

hunters  do  not  get  tiiat  many,  luvause  the  seals  sink 

out  of  siglit  aft«M'  tiiey  an»  killed  l)ef«ue  we  can  get  them.    I  have 

.  ,     ,.       ,.         known  of  poor  hunters  losing  nine  out  of  ten.     We  left 

on  tiie  JJancock  m  October,  1801,  to  go  ou  a  sealing 
//o/irorir.  IK91.  (ixjH'diliou  iu  th(»  soutli  s<*as.    We  started  in  sealing 

i'ttiii«oiiiu.  ^^^  ^^*^-  <'*>'»^t  of  Tatagonia  and  sealed  in  those  seas 

until  Mareii.  Tlie  seals  are  nearly  all  killed  off  down 
iln^re,  so  that  we  got  only  about  L'O  skins,  it  is  no  use  for  vessels  to  go 
there  sealing  any  more,     i  was  then*  twelve  years  ago  ou  a  sealing 

expedition  and  the*  rookeries  were  full  of  seals.  Now 
r.J.k\-iiiH"'**""    "^  ^*'^*y  bi^ve  most  all  gon(».     They  never  gave  the  seals  a 

chance  to  breed  there.  They  shot  them  as  soon  as 
they  came  up  on  the  rocks. 

if  they  keelson  hunting  them  in  the*  Hering  Sea  and  the  North  Pa- 

cillc  in  the  same  way  they  liave  done  in  the  last  few 
wuo"**^^*""  "'"''*'**  years,  they  will  exterminate  tli(*m  in  the  same  way,  be- 
cause most  all  the  seals  killed  are  females.  The  young 
ones  will  all  die,  and  every  female  seal  y<m  shoot  makes  the  killing  of 
two,  because  after  the  seal  has  given  birth  to  her  young  the  pup  will 
starve  to  death  on  the  land,  or  when  ycm  shoot  them  in  the  water  tbey 

may  have  a  jmp  inside,  if  the  seals  on  the  South 
,„[;;;;,'.**' ^•'"*^""''  ''*    Shetland  Islands  had  been   protected,  I  think  they 

wonhl  have  been  there  by  the  million,  because  iu  one 

year  they  took  ;{(M),()(M)  seals  from  the  Shetland  Islands.     I  have  very 

often  cut  a  seal  open  and  found  a  live  young  one  inside.     I  wascodfish- 

,  ing  in  the  I>ering  Sea  in  the  schoon<T  llancockm  1891. 

S'ft«  riM  iig.  \viiere  I  fished  there  were  no  seals  that  came  around 

,,  that  part  of  the  sea.     I^rom  what  I  learned  when  lish- 

ing  m  the  r»ering  Sea  there  are  not  nearly  as  many 
seals  there  as  there  were  ten  years  ago. 

Calkb  Ltndahl. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  beftue  me  this  Otli  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892, 

(L.  «.]  C'JJOMKNT   liENNKTT, 

Xotary  Public 
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J)eposition  of  E.  W.  Littl^ohn,  sealer  {master). 

PELEGIC   SEAXING. 

E.  W.  LiTTLEJOHN,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saitli:  I  reside 
at  San  Francisco,  Oal.    1  am  a  sea  otter  and  seal  luinter  by  occupation, 
and  am  now  master  of  the  schooner  FearL  which  is  engaged  in  sea- 
otter  hunting.    I  have  had  eight  (8)  years  experience  in  this  pursuit 
in  the  waters  along  the  Alaskan  coast.    In  the  year 
1S85,  six  hundred  (GOO)  fur-seals  were  caught  during  the         ^^  ®"*^' 
month  of  March  off  the  Farallon  Islands  (California),  in^ggf  """^  ^*''*"'*°" 
In  subsequent  years  we  have  had  to  go  farther  north 
each  year  in  order  to  secure  a  good  spiring  catch.    My  exi^erience  has 
been  that  fully  90  per  cent  of  all  sealstaken  were  fe-     ^        ^^^^^  ^^^^^ 
males,  and  of  these  two-thirds  (§)  were  mothers  in  milk,  lemai.'s    of  which 
It  is  impossible  to  distinguish  the  sex  of  fur-seals  at  tw»-t»>ir<^«  nursing- 
sea  (excepting  large  bulls),  and  no  effort  is  made  to  do  so,  the  object 
being  to  secure  all  the  skins  possible;  hence  the  kill-     ^  '     ..,,.„ 

r*.,...,  T-ii  1  j_       Indiacnmiiiate  kill- 

nig  IS  mdiscrimniate.    I  have  observed  a  very  great  ing. 
decrease  in  fur-seal  life  since  1885,  and  believe  it  is  Decrease 
almost  entirely  due  to  the  large  number  of  vessels  en- 
gaged in  i)elagic  hunting.    I  never  saw  pui>s  borii  in  Not  bom  in  water, 
the  water,  nor  do  I  know  of  any  fur-seals  hauling  up  ,,   ,        ,       , 

, ,       T      ' ,  ,  i.1  1        •  J.1  *?      ^         iraul  up  only  on  is- 

on  the  land  anywhere  save  the  rookeries  on  the  various  iftmis. 

seal  ishmds  in  Bering  Sea.    I  believe  that  in  order  to 

preserve  fur-seal  life  it  is  necessary  to  absolutely  stop     rrotecUon  neces 

jK'higic  liunting  and  maintain  a  close  season  against  ^^^' 

killing  for  skins  on  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

E.   W.   LiTTLEJOIIN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murhav, 
United  /States  Treasury  Agent, 


Deinmiion  of  William  II,  Long,  sealer  {mate  and  master). 

PELAGIC   SAELING. 

STA'n:  OF  Catjfounia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss: 

William  H.  Long,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  by 
occupation  a  seaman,  and  havefollewed  the  sea  for  the 
last  fifty  years.     1  have  been  mate  and  master  of  ves-     Experience. 
sels.     For  the  last  four  years  I  have  not  been  to  sea. 
In  1S85  I  was  hunter  on  board  the  schooner  Lookout;      ijookout,  i885-i887. 
in  1SS()  1  was  mate  of  her;  in  1887  I  was  master  of  her. 
[  was  engaged   during  these  vears  in  seal  and  otter     Apppamnceofseaia 
hunting  in  tlie  Bering  Sea.    The  seals  appear  off  the 
coast  outside  of  the  heads  in  the  early  i)art  of  January.    Tliey  are  trav- 
eling all  the  time  north,  and  from  that  time  on  to  June  they  are  trav- 
eling towards  the  Bering  Sea.     I  used  both  shotguns  and   rides.     I 
know  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  sealstaken  were     ^  .^     «  «^^.n«« 

^      *       A  ,    ,  -ii      I      ^  1         -1  Large      proportion 

niotnci's  m  i)ui),  or  mothers  giving  milk,  but  J  paid  no  taken  pn-Rnaut  or 
paitiiular  attention  to  the  percentage.   In  killing  seals  ""r8»»K«>wa. 
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in  flif?  Berin^r  S^'fi,  rlnrinjr  the  inonrlis  of  June.  Julr,  Anjrnst,  and  Sep- 

Nfir-.ii.jf''iuMkiii..i   t:iMiilMr,  i   iiori-f;<l  that  a  lai;r<-  iiuinber  oi'  tliem  were 
in  i>;rii.5  .-♦jii  I'j  jj"j  I'lrifKihrs  hihI  iiiot.lMTs  jjiviii^  milk.    I  bave  killed  mothcr8 

averaj^f;  huiitor  will  lire  Uiii  tiinfs  to  ;(i*t  one  s«al.  I  tliiuk  on  an  aver- 
,^,   ,    ^,.^  affi-  lie  i:<'t>  alioiit  one  seal  out  of  everv  tbive  killed. 

3Iotlier  >»*als  Iieavy  with  yonu;;:  are  luiieli  easier  taken, 

for  they  are  nsnally  asleep  on  tlie  water.  When  a  seal  is  shot  dead  it 
,  ,.    ...  ahnost  instanrlv  .sinks,  and  it  is  onlv  secured  bv  stun- 

nin;;  it.  It  is  jinpossilde  to  tell  the  sex  ot  a  seal  in  the 
water.  The  seals  were  nnieh  less  plentilul  the  last  year 
I  sealed  than  tin*,  first.     I  attribute  this  decrease  to  the 

hiintin^j;  of  tlieni  in  the  wat<^r.  and  the  in<*reased  niunber  of  Ixsat^  and 

iiK'H  eii<^a^ed  in  the  business  in  the  last  few  years.     I 

^rnit*.tiiiii  iiftr.cH.  ijijj,!^,  if  something  is  not  dime  to  protect  seals  in  the 

North  Paeitie  and  Ijdviu*;  Sea  tlie}-  will  become  exter- 
minated in  a  very  few  years. 

William  H.  Long. 

Snbseiibi'd  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1st  day  of  A]>ril,  A.  I).  1892. 

[SKAL.J  CLEMKNT    ISENNETT, 

^lotary  Publie. 


JJvposifion  of  dharleH  Liifjenftj  sealer. 

VKLAiiW   SKALINO. 

He  it  remembered  that  on  the  U^JIh  day  of  February,  1S02,  at  my 
olliee,  l.'M  ('alifoi'iiia  street,  in  tlie  city  and  eounty  of  San  Francisco. 
State  of  ('alifornia,  before  nie,  Clement  l>ennett,  a  notary  jmblic  in  and 
for  said  eity  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  State  of  (jalitbrnia,  duly 
api>ointed  and  commissioned  to  administer  oaths,  etc.,  ])crsonany  ap- 
peared ('liarles  Lutjens,  who,  bcin;^  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

CiiAKLKS  IjH T.iioNS,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testifh^d  as  foUows: 

The  Notary: 

Q.  What,  is  your  nann^,  ajre,  residence,  and  occupation  ? — A.  My  name 

is  Charles  Ijiitjens;  1  am  oO  years  of  aji^e;  1  reside  in 

Kx'i'MMfi'n.c.*  "^*"*'"   t'^'i'^  <*'^v•  *"^<^  i^»"  ^>y  occu])ation  a  seal  linnter. 

y.  Are  yon  a  citizen  of  the  United  States? — A.  Yes^ 

sir. 

y.  What  State  are  yon  a  resident  of! — A.  The  State  of  California. 

i).  I>o  you  know  of  wlmt  sex  the  seals  were  that  you  have  tiiken  in 
the  racilic  and  Merinjx  Sea  ? — A.  Princii)ally  females. 

i)„  What  i)ercenta.v:e  of  the  skins  you  have   taken  were  cows! — A. 

,    About  JH)  p(»r  cent, 

tttknl  HI.'  r.iimi. M.  70      Q.  ^^  hat  ]>ercenta«r<^  oi    the  cows  you  have  taken 

^Iro  iiailt^   "*   ^*"*''   wen»  with  puj)? — A.  About  70  per  cent,  I  should  say. 

i»riKii«"  Q^  When  does  sealiiifr  commence  in  the  l^tciiio  and 

«oi.iim.ii.omn.tnm!  ^^1^*'"  <l<>*''**  ^^  end?— A.  It  f'ommcnces  about  the  Ist  of 
em!  iif  m'uiin;: »i:ini>ii.  Jaumiry  aiiil  ciids  about  the  bust  of  tlune. 

Q.  When  <b>es  sealing  commence  in  the  lierinjr  Sea  and  when  does 
It  end? — A.  Sea  I  in};  commences  in  the  Herinjr  Sea  about  the  5th  of 
•lidy  and  oinls  about  the  middle  of  SeptemluT. 

Q.  What  pen'enta«»e  of  seals  art*  taken  compared  to 
wwtoofiife.  those  you  destroy  iu  doing  so;  in  other  words,  how 
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many  do  you  actually  get  out  of  tliose  you  shoot f — A.  I  should  say  we 
get  about  80  per  cent  of  tliose  we  shoot. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact,  that  when  you  first  started  in  the  business,  and 
was  inexi)erienced  in  hunting,  that  you,  like  all  other  beginners,  de- 
stroyed a  much  larger  proportion  than  you  now  do? — A.  There  is  no 
doubt  about  that. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  you  shoot  at  mostly  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake? — 

A.  Asleep. 

Q.  Do  you  shoot  at  them  while  breeching? — A.  We  shoot  at  them 
anvwav  we  tind  them. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  seals  born  in  the  water, 
and  is  it  your  opinion  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to      peiasic  birth   im- 
be  born  in  the  waer  ? — A.  Seals  can  not  be  born  in  the  po»«ibie. 
water. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  x>lace  where  seals  land  out- 
outside  of  the  seal  islands? — A.  Xo,  sir;  I  know  of  no     r^*^"!  "p  only  on 
place. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  seals  as  com- 
pared to  previous  years? — A.  There  has  been  a  de-      _ 
crease. 

Q.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  decrease? — A.  To  the  hunting  of 
the  seals  in  the  Bering  Sea. 

Q.  Do  the  pups  perish  with  the  cows  that  you  kill? — A.  (Certainly. 
l!^ot  alone  that,  but  they  generally  leave,  while  they  go 
into  the  Bering  Sea,  a  i)up  on  shore,  which  also  dies,     ^^^p"P8- 
from  not  being  able  to  get  any  sustenance.    The  seal  which  is  killed  in 
the  Bering  Sea  may  be  with  pup,  and  also  has  a  pup  on  shore,  whi<!h 
make  the  killing  of  three  seals  to  one. 

Q.  Is  it  your  opinion,  if  sealing  continues  unrestricted,  that  they 
will  soon  be  exterminated? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  will  get 
less  and  less,  and  will  soon  be  exterminated  if  all  seal-     ProtecUon  neca- 
ing  is  not  stopped    in   the   Bering  Sea  and  on  the  ^^y- 
islands. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  the  cows  in 
the  Bering  Sea,  to  prevent  the  herd  from  being  exterminated? — A.  It 
is  absolutely  necessary. 

Q.  What  months  in  the  year  do  you  think  they  should  be  pro- 
tect<3d  ? — A.  The  months  when  they  are  in  the  Bering 
Sea,  from  July  oth  to  November  1st.  cioaeeoason. 

Q.  Do  you  generally  shoot  seals  with  a  rifle  or  a  shotgun? — A.  A 

shotgun  principally.  Weapons 

Q.  Wliat  kind  of  shot  do  you  use,  buckshot  or  fine 
shot? — A.  Buckshot. 

Q.  Judging  by  the  direction  that  seals  were  traveling  in  the  spring 
of  the  year,  during  your   experience,  where  do   you     ^^ 
suppose  was  their  destination? — A.  The  Bering  Sea.  graion. 

Ohables  Lutjens. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  88 : 

I,  (/lenient  Bennett,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  SJiid  city  and  county 
of  San  Francisco,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  witncwSS  in  the  foregoing 
de[)()sitioii  named,  was  by  me  duly  sworn  to  testify  the  truth,  the 
wlioie  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth;  and  that  said  deposition  was 
redac(Ml  to  writing,  and  when  completed  was  carefully  read  over  to  said 
witness,  and  by  him  subscribed  in  my  presence. 


460  TESTIMONY 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  affixed 
my  seal  of  office,  this  2Cth  day  of  February,  1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public 


Deposition  of  Thomas  Lyons^  nealer  (boat-puller). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Califokxia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Franeiaro^  ss: 

Thomas  Lyons,  haviii«r  boeii  duly  sworn,  de])oses  and  says:  I  reside 

in  San  Francisco.     Mv  occupation  is  that  of  a  seaman. 
Experience.  ^^  ^^^^  ^,^^^^  ^^  February,  1887,  1  left  the  port  of  Vic- 

toria, British  Cohim])ia,  on  a  soalin*?  voya«^e  to  the  Xorth  Pacific  and 
Tnum  h  1887         Bcriiig  Sca.    I  wciit  ou  the  schooner  Triumph^  of  which 
nump  ,  Capt.  Cox  was  master.    I  was  engaged  a«  a  boat-puller. 

We  went  lirst  south  as  far  as  Cape  Blanco,  sealing  around  there  for 
about  two  months,  when  we  started  north  to  the  Bering  Sea.  We  were 
sealing  all  the  way  up  and  sncceediiig  in  capturing  138  seals  before 

M  i.rit  uken  ^^^^^^'^^fi^  ^^^  Bcriiig  »Sea.  The  majority  of  those  were 
cowJ;'"iii<Jitiy  preg^  cows,  tlic  hirgcst  ]M>rtion  of  which  had  pups  in  them. 
°^^  I  know  that  from  the  fact  of  seeing  them  taken  out  and 

BeriiiK  Sea,  time  of  tluowu  ovcrboard.  Wc  wcnt  iiito  the  Bering  Sea  about 
entering.  ^|j^,  ^Oth  or  28th  of  Juhc,  and  while  in  there  we  caught 

Nearly  all  taken  381)  scals,  nearly  all  of  which  were  mother  seals  in  milk, 
DiirnngMeaH.  which  fact  I  kuow  from  seeing  the  milk  flow  on  the 

deck  while  we  were  skinning  them.  We  took  them  a  good  ways  from 
tlie  islands,  but  do  not  know  liow  many  miles.  We  had  six  boats,  and 
a  hunter,  boat-puller,  and  stecrer  for  each  boat,  and  used  shotguns. 

Waste  of  life  ^^^^  liuiiters  wouhl  got  OU  an  average  two  out  of  every 

six  that  he  wounded  or  killed.  Seals  were  quite  plenti- 
ful at  that  time,  and  there  were  lots  of  them  destroyed  that  we  did  not 
get. 

TuoMAs  Lyons. 

Snbscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  15th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
ISDii. 
[l.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Publie* 


Deposition  of  WiUiam  MeTsaac,  scaler  (hoat-stcercr  and  puller). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Caltfounia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss : 

William  Mclsaac,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  Sciys:  I  am 

a  sailor,  and  reside  at  San  Francisco.    I  went  to  the 
ErperieDco.  Bering  Sea  in  the  American  schooners  Alexander  and 

Alexander,  issi.       Ottvr  in  the  ycars  1889  and  1890.     We  commenced 

hunting  off  the  coast  here  and  Ibllowed  the  s^ds 
toward  the  Bering  Sea.    I  was  employed  as  boat-steerer  and  puller.   The 
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scliooner  liad  four  liunthig  boats,  and  each  boat  had  a  boat-steerer,  a 
puller,  and  a  hunter.    We  left  here  in  the  Alexander  in  the  latter  end 
of  April,  and  arrived  in  the  Bering  Sea  about  the 
month  of  July.    We  caught  about  400  or  500  seals  be-  mi;*tii;^feii^eH^'^'^° 
fore  we  got  to  the  Bering  Sea.    I  don't  know  the  pre- 
cise number.    They  were  bulls  and  females  mixed  in,  but  the  general 
run  of  them  were  females.     The  hunters  shot  with  rifles  and  used  car- 
tridges and  shot  at  all  kinds  they  saw.    They  also  ^  t©  frr 
had  double-barrel  shotguns  and  made  their  own  car-      »»    <>    *  ®- 
tridges.    The  hunters  lost  a  good  many  of  the  seals  that  they  shot,  be- 
cause they  could  not  get  up  quick  enough  to  get  them  before  they 
would  sink.     We  would  use  a  hook  to  spear  them,  but  sometimes  we 
could  not  often  get  hold  of  them  even  with  that.    The  bulls  generally 
sunk  quicker  than  female  seals. 

When  we  skinned  tiie  females  that  we  killed  in  Ber- 
ing Sea  we  would  find  they  were  mothers  in  milk,  as  taken  in"Bedngs^* 
the  milk  was  running  out  of  their  teats.    Several  of 
the  females  that  we  caught  in  the  ocean  were  in  pup,  but  the  pup  taken 
out  of  the  belly  was  of  no  use  for  anything,  and  we  would  throw  it  over- 
board.   Taking  the  general  average,  we  would  not  get     ^^^^  ^^ 
more  than  2  seal  out  of  every  10  that  the  hunters  shot        ^  *  ^ 
at.    Out  of  every  G5  seal  that  was  brought  aboard  the  schooner  I  got 
1,  so  I  tried  to  spear  as  many  as  I  coi3d  after  they  were  shot.    We 
caught  more  seals  in  the  Bering  Sea  than  we  did  going  along  the  coast, 
as  we  found  more  of  them.    We  did  not  come  across  any  revenue  cut- 
ters.   We  saw  with  the  aid  of  a  glass  a  revenue  cutter 
a  lung  distance  off.    We  would  catch  them  all  the  way  mUe^froithMsianr 
from  100  to  300  miles  oft*  the  seal  islands.    When  we 
had  line  weather  we  were  out  in  the  boats  killing  all  the  seals  we  could 
get.     We  (ioiild  not  hunt  in  rough  weather.    All  the  seals  that  we  shot 
at  in  rough  weather  were  lost.    In  fine  weather  they  sleep  on  top  of 
tlie  watei-  and  we  do  not  lose  so  many  of  them.     We 
made  the  same  sort  of  voyage  in  the  Otter  in  1890.      otur.isoo. 
There  were  not  as  many  seals  in  1890  as  there  were  in 
1889.     I  think  there  are  so  many  boats  and  hunters     ^^^^•»®- 
out  after  tliem  that  they  are  being  killed  off*.    They  are  hunted  too 
much. 

William  McIsaac. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  A,  D.  1892. 
[SEAL.]  Cle]ment  Bennett, 

Notary  Public, 


Dcposiflon  of  William  McLaugliUyij  sealer  (boat puller). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

Cilij  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss : 

William  McLaughlin,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: 
reside  in  San  Francisco;  my  occupation  is  that  of  a 
seainai).     1   shii)pcd  as  a  boat-puller  in  1886,  on  the     KxiK-nence. 
schooner   Trunnph,      We  had  six  or  seven  boats  on      Tnumph^ioso. 
board,  thice  men  to  a  boat,  and  we  used  shotguns  and 
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riflefl.  We  left  Victoria  about  the  latter  part  of  February,  and  sailed 
around  Cai>e  Flattery,  sealing  there  for  awhile.    Then  we  sailed  north 

r^trh  in  Pacific  ^^  *^®  Berinj^  8ea.  sealing  all  the  way  along  the  coast. 
mJtiy^^gniiVfJ^  We  bad  3(K)  or  400  seals  altogether  before  entering 
^^^*''*-  the  Bering  Sea;  they  were  most  all  females,  whioh  had 

young  imps  in  them. 

We  entered  the  sea  about  the  middle  of  June  and  sealed  around  the 

,,  .  ^  ,,  .  Pribilof  Ishinds,  sealing  from  6  to  10  miles  and  some- 
<nr«Ting.     '  times  40  miles  olf  the  islands.    I  do  not  remember  the 

MoMtiy  nursing  number  of  seals  that  we  got  in  the  Bering  Sea,  but 
f.maw-8'  takftu  in  they  Were  mostly  mother  seals  with  their  breasts  full 
ijerin::  .s  a.  ^^  jj^jjj,     ^y^  ^^^  about  oue  out  of  every  five  that  we 

wajit^,  of  lift,.  killed  or  wounded.    There  was  any  amount  of  them 

that  we  shot  and  did  not  get  at  all.    It  seemed  as  if  a 
gfKKl  many  got  away. 

In  1H?S7  I  went  codfishing  in  the  barkentine  Premium  to  the  Bering 
and  Okhotsk  scfus.    We  left  San  Francisco  in  April.    We  stiw  seals 

that  vear,  but  tlio  c-aptain  did  not  bother  with  thenu 
Magr,te  lioui.  j  ^^,^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  Bering  Sea  on  the  Maggie  Ross  from  Vio- 

t4)ria,  of  which  (,'ai)tain  Olsen  was  master.  I  shipped  as  a  boat-puller. 
Sh(*  had  six  boats,  thn»e  men  to  a  boat,  and  we  use<l  Speucer  rifles.  We 
sailed  from  Victoria  in  June  and  went  due  north,  and  commenced  seal- 
ing in  the  Bering  Sea,  catching  about  400  seals.    We  hunted  around 

the  islands  tiiere,  from  50  to  60  miles  oftshore.    Most 

nuking  I"  r*"""'^^^  ^>^  t^»^>«^  ^^'^*J'^  females  that  had  given  birth  to  their 

young  and  were  with  milk.    We  had  some  white  hunt- 
ers and  Indian  hunters.    I  do  not  thuik  that  we  lost  as  many  that  year 

in  ])roportion  to  those  that  we  killed  as  we  did  in  the 

^\ aste ofiife.  Triumph.    Wv,  got  about  one  out  of  every  three  killed 

and  wounded.    They  wcyq  bett(n*  hunters.    I  was  also  codfishing  in 

188-J:.    There  were  a  great  many  more  seals  in  the  water 

cod -fishing,  wemetthe  steam  whahT  Thrasher^  and  I  heard  the  captain 
rciuiiirk  that  it  was  a  dannuMl  shame  the  way  they  were  killing  the 
fennde  seals  in  the  Bering  Sea. 

Wm.  McLaughlin. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  15th  day  of  April,  A,  D.  1892. 
[seal.]  Olkment  Bennett, 

Notary  Publuk 


DepoHiiion  of  Thomas  Madden^  sealer  (boat-puller). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  ov  (-alifokmia, 

(Hty  and  County  of  San  Franciseo,  ss: 

Thomas  Madden,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  Iresideiu 

Victoria,  British  ('olumbia.     My  occupation  is  that  of 
KxjM  ru'liri'.  ji  sc^amaii.    I  have  been  going  to  the  Bering  Sea  over 

t  wel  V(»  years  on  whalers  and  sealers.     1  went  sealing  in 
itian-    />.rtw»«i/,    18S8,  1SS!MS1H),  and  ISDl  on  the  7^/flcfci)mi»ond.    We 

left  Victoria  ahmgin  Jan  nary  of  each  year.  Iwasaboat- 
puHer.  We  canu»  down  rach  year  to  the  coast  of  Oregcm,  then  went 
iihtng  up  the  coast  to  the  r>ering  Sea.    I  do  not  re<ro]lect  the  exact  nam- 

cauii  ill  im  ^*^*^'  ^^*  *^'**^'^  ^^'^*  caught  in  ISSS,  ISSll,  and  189(), but  last 

year  we  caught  about  150  along  the  coast.    I  did  not 
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pay  much  attention  to  the  sex  of  the  seals,  but  I  seen  lots  of  little  pups 
taken  out  of  tlieni.     Each  year  we  would  enter  the 
Bering  Sea  about  June,  and  we  sealed  from  50  to  150  ^^^-^^  ^**'  **°*®  ®' 
miles  from  the  islands.    The  first  year  we  caught  about    °  "°*^* 
700  seals  in  the  sea,  and  we  caught  very  big  catches  in  1888  and 
1889,  but  last  year  we  only  caught  150.    Most  of  them 
were  cow  seals,  having  given  bii'th  to  their  young,  and  ^^^^^^   nursing 
their  breasts  had  milk  in  them.    I  saw  the  milk  running  ^' 

out  of  their  breasts  on  the  deck  as  they  were  being  skinned.    The 
seals  were  not  nearly  as  plentiful  in  1891  as  they  were     tj^^j-^--. 
in  1888.    I  think  they  are  decreasing  rapidly.    We  had 
Indian  hunters,  who  used  shotguns.    The  Indian  hunters  are  more  ex- 
pert than  the  white  hunters  and  they  do  not  lose  so     w  *^ 
many  seals  they  kill.    I  think  they  would  get  one  out        ««   <>     ©• 
every  two  or  three  killed  or  wounded.    We  were  or-     ordered  out  of  Ber- 
dered  out  of  the  Bering  Sea  in  August  and  went  back  ^"^  ^^** 
to  Victoria. 

his 

Thomas  x  Madden. 

mark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  15th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public* 


Deposition  of  James  Maloy  {sealer), 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco ^  ss: 

James  Maloy,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  50 
years  of  age.    I  reside  in  San  Francisco.    My  occupa- 
tion is  that  of  a  seaman.    I  was  in  the  North  Pacific     Experience, 
and  Bering  Sea  in  1889.    I  went  out  in  the  Maggie 
lioss^  which  sailed  from  Victoria  in  the  month  of  Febru-  ■  bos   i 

ary.     We  sailed  up  the  coast  and  caught  a  few  seals,        ^^^      *'  ^** 
until  we  got  to  the  Bering  Sea.    We  caught  1,100  seals, 
nearly  all  of  which  were  (raught  in  the  Bering  Sea.      Catch m Bering sea. 
We  cauglit  them  around  St.  George  Island.    I  think 
out  of  the  1,100  we  caught  there  were  GOO  females.    Out     Fift.y.four  per  cent 
of  that  000  there  were  over  400  that  had  pups  inside  [hiid^pr^nS^ 
of  them,  and  we  threw  them  all  overboard.     We  had 
eiglit  boats,  each  boat  having  a  boat-])uller,  steerer,  and  hunter.    The 
hunter  used  rifies  and  shotguns.     I  do  not  think  our 
hunters  <;'()t  one  half  of  tliose  they  killed  or  wounded,     ^^'aste  of  life. 
They  wouhl  sink  before  we  could  get  our  boat  up  to 
tlieiii.     I  have  ^iven  up  the  sealing  business  because     i^ecreaae. 
the  shiu.i»']itering  of  the  female  seals  is  making  tliem 
so  scarce  that  it  does  not  pay.     Something,  certainly,      rrou-ction  neces- 
shouhl  be  dcme  to  stop  the  killing,  or  tiiere  will  be  *"^"^* 
none  left  in  a  very  short  time. 

Jas.  Maloy. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
180i\ 
[si:al.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 
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Deposition  of  Patriclc  Maroney^  sealer  (boat-puUer), 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Patrick  Maroiiey,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  1  re- 
side in  Sun  Francisco.    My  o.ccu])ation  is  that  of  a  sea- 
Experieuoe.  man ;  I  made  two  voyapes  to  the  North  Pacific  and 

May  EUen,  1889.       leering  Sca.    In  1889  I  went  out  in  the  May  EUen^ 

of  whicli  Capt.  Alex.  McL(»an  was  master,  and  in  1800 

Lizzie  Ell^.  1890.       j  ^^,^^^  ^^^^^  .^^  ^^^  ^  ._.^,  j^.^j^^^       j  ^^.^^    ^    boatpullcr  OU 

both  voyages.    We  sailed  from  San  Francisco  about  Christmas,  in  1880, 
and  hunted  along  the  coast  u]>  to  about  July.     We  took  130  seals  off 
the  coast  and  put  them  ashore  w  ith  Mr.  IMorse,  and  then  went  on  seal- 
ing toward  the  Bering  Sea.     Along  ab<mt  the  Ist  of 
nennffSea,  time  of  j^^jy  ^y(»  entered  the  Bering  Sea  and  caught  about  123 

seals  whcMi  we  came  back  to  Victoria  and  I  left  the  ves- 

cauh  moHtiy  pros-  scl  as  C-ai^caiu  McLcau  got  into  some  trouble.    The big- 

mJiL*"**  """"**»'  ^®'  gest  i)art  of  our  year-s  catch  off"  the  coast  were  females 

with  pups  in  them,  and  those  we  caught  in  the  Bering 

Sea  were  mostly  all  females  with  milk  in  their  breasts. 

Aveapons.  ^y^^  ^^^^^^  sliotgiius  witli  Xo.  12  sliot.     Wlieu  we  had  to 

shoot  at  long  range  we  used  rities.  Mostly  all  the  seals  we  shot  at  were 
sleepers.     When  they  were  wounded  we  had  to  chase  them,  and  then 

sometimes  would  not  get  them.  The  next  season,  1800, 
eiiS|.^'"'  ^'""^''^  we  got  on  the  way  up  between  100  and  200  seals,  and 

then  we  entered  the  Bering  Sea  abtmt  the  18th  or  10th 

niSSi?*"  ""''*"^  ^*'  <>^  '^"^y^  '""^  I  caught  00  seals,  mostly  all  females. 

There  were  six  boats  on  the  vessel.     Some  of  the  l>oats 

would  come  in  without  a  seal,  after  being  out  all  day  long  shooting,  but 

they  would  wound  a  great  many.    On  an  average,  tiiking  all  the  boats 

f  life  together,  they  got  one  out  of  every  five  or  six  that  they 

oHteo     e.  killed  or  shot  at.    We  wounded  a  great  many  that  we 

Hunto<i  from  40  to  could  uot  get.    Whcu  wc  werc  in  Bering  Sea  we  hunted 

200.mleHfromiHl«ndB.    ^^^^^  ^^  ^^  .,^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^j^^  ^^^^j  islands. 

his 

Patkiok  X  Maroney. 

mark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1802- 

[SEAL. J  0LE31ENT   BENNETT, 

2!otary  Public^ 


Deposition  of  Henry  Mason  (sealer). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  FranciscOj  ss: 

Henry  Mason,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  43 

years  of  age  and  reside  in  San  Francisco.    My  oceu- 
Experience.  189L    patiou  is  that  of  a  Seal  hunt^r.    I  went  sealing  on  the 

Umbrina  in  1801.    We  sailed  from  Victorii^  q\x  thQ  8th 
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of  April,  and  sealed  along  the  coast  up  to  Akutan  Pass.    We  caught 

about  300  seals  in  that  vicinity.    Mostly   all   were 

females  and  a  great  many  of  them  had  pups  in  them.  tak^JIf  *^^  females 

We  cut  the  seals  open  and  saw  the  young  inside.    We 

caught  a  few  seals  in  the  Bering  Sea  and  then  were  ^^^l^^^^^^^^' 

ordered  out  and  sent  back  to  Victoria.    Those  that 

were  caught  in  the  Bering   Sea  were  mostly  females  and  had  had 

]>ups  and  were  in  milk.     In  1890  I  went  sealing  in  the     ^^  ^^ 

schooner  Argonaut,     She  sailed  from  Victoria  about        '•^<^"<*«' 

the  8th  of  April,  and  sealed  along  the  coast  up  to  the  pass  in  the  Bering 

Sea.    We  caught  about  350  seals  that  year. 

Most  all  the  seals  we  caught  in  the  North  Pacific 
were  females.    A  good  many  of  them  also  had  pups  tak^S"*^^  ^*™*^*" 
inside.    Then  we  went  into  the  Bering  Sea  sometime     ueHug  sea,  time  of 
in  July  or  August.    We  caught  about  one-half  of  our  ®°^*^'^^°«' 
catch  in  the  Bering  Sea.    I  did  not  pay  particular  attention  to  the  sex 
of  the  seals  we  caught  in  the  Bering  Sea.    We  hunted  with  shotguns 
and  shot  them  mostly  when  they  were  asleep  on  the  water,  or  any  chance 
we  could  get.    I  was  a  boat-puller  and  the  hunters  shot 
at  everything  in  sight.    I  do  not  think  they  would  get  j^^diacnminate  km- 
more  than  one  seal  out  of  every  six  or  seven  they  shot, 
and  sometimes  only  one  out  of  ten.     When  the  seals  were  shot  they  would 
sink  to  the  bottom.    You  have  got  to  hurry  up  and     seaiasmkin 
pull  to  them  quickly  after  shooting,  or  they  will  sink.  ***"  "*^' 

A  great  many  were  shot  that  we  could  not  get,  as  they  sunk  before  we 
got  to  them. 

H.  Mason. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892, 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Publio» 


Deposition  of  William  Mason,  sealer  {boat-puller). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  FranciscOj  S8 : 

William  Mason,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a 
seaman  by  occupation,  and  I  reside  in  Victoria,  British 
Columbia.    I   made  a  sealing  cruise  in   the  British      Experience, 
schooner  Maybelle,  Capt.  Hanson,  during  the  season  of     Maybeiu  isw 
1S91,  leaving  Victoria  in  the  latter  part  of  January, 
I  was  a  boat-i)uller  and  got  $30  a  month  and  25  cents  a  skin.    We  com- 
menced sealing  on  tlie  coast  of  Oregon,  and  followed  the  herd  along 
the  coavst  up  to  tlie  Bering  Sea.    We  got  about  275 
seals  along  the  coast  and  then  went  into  the  Bering  eMterinf .  "^"^  **™*  **' 
Sea  in  the  latter  part  of  May  or  fore  part  of  June,  and 
sailed  around  in  the  American  waters.     We  cruised  around  the  Pribi- 
lof  Islands  from  5  to  100  miles  off.     We  caught  about  300  seals  in  the 
sea,  and  was  then  ordered  out  by  a  revenue  cutter     catchinHea. 
which   1  bc^lieve  was  the  Rusli,\u  the  latter  part  of     (w^^^^i. 
Au;:»ust,  but  w(*  did  not  go.    We  sealed  around  for  sev- 
eral days  and  caught  about  250  more,  and  arrived  at  Victoria  in  Octo- 
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ber.    I  noticed  in  the  seals  that  we  caught  along  the  coast  that  a  great 
M;0">iiycauKiitft5-  "lany  of  them  were  females  and  had  pups.    I  think 
inah?s.  anil  in  iJcrins  most  of  them  wcrc  femalcs.    I  know  that  in  my  boat 
Si!a  nursing.  ^^^  cat<'h  was  uiost  all  females  and  they  had  pups  in 

them.    They  were  usually  shot  when  slee]>ing  on  the  water.    Al)out 
two-thirds  of  those  caught  in  the  Bering  Sea  were  females  that  had  big 
teats  and  were  giving  milk.     We  could  t<?ll  that  when  we  were  skin- 
Wastcotiife  nu\^  them,  because  the  milk  would  run  out  on  the 

decks.  Our  hunter  was  a  g(H)d  one.  His  name  was 
Joe  Williams.  I  think  he  got  one  out  of  every  three  on  an  average. 
II(^  used  a  ritlc  a  good  deal  and  was  a  line  shot;  some  of  the  hunters 
in  the  other  boats  would  shoot  at  the  seal  and  not  get  any  at  all,  and 
conu?  in  at  night  without  any,  or  maybe  one  or  two.  There  was  one 
hunter  from  Nova  Scotia  that  did  not  kill  any  scarcely.    The  hunter  in 

mv  boat  last  vear  got  $7  a  skin.    This  year  thev  only 
wagcH  of  Boaiere.     ^^/^^^^^^i  ^^  p.^^,  ^^^^  g^S  a  moiitli  aud  25  cciits  a  skin,  and 

only  wanted  to  give  the  hunters  one  skin  out  of  every  six.  The  hun- 
ters sav  the  seals  are  getting  scanner  all  the  time,  and 
that  it  does  not  pay  to  gounless  they  get  morefora  skin. 

William  Mason. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  lOth  day  of  April  A.D.  1802. 
[seal.]  Oleaient  Be>'NETT, 

^'otary. 


Deposition  of  O.  E.  Miner^  sealer  (hunter). 

PELAriTC  SEALING. 

G.  E.  Miner,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  am  a  seal  hunter 

v\   rienc  ^^'  occupatiou ;  have  been  engaged  for  the  past  five 

•.xiHTiente.  years  in  sealing,  always  as  hunter.    Shotgun  and  rifle 

have  been  used  by  me  for  taking  seal.    Am  at  present  hunter  on  the 

scln)oner  Honrij  Denms.    First  huntetl  seals  oft'  the  Faralone  Islands 

Mi'Tition  ^^^  February,   and   followed  them  up  the  coast  into 

ijn^a  ion.  Bering  Sea,  which  they  enter  about  the  10th  of  July. 

1  think  the  seals  are  constantly  on  the  move  up  the  coast.     I  think 

about  .'5«5  per  cent  of  the  seals  shot  with  a  shotgun  are  lost.    I  use 

-  ,.    .  .    ,  ,  ,„    no  discrimination  in  shooting  seals;  shoot  everythine: 

Imhrniiniinato  kill-     .,      ,  4.1       i         i.  i      n      i.i  i_        j.  j      ji  ^ 

in^.  that  comes  near  the  bf>at,  and  all  other  hunters  do  the 

same.    A  large  nuijority  of  the  seals  killed  in  the  N^orth 
Large  inivfority  of  Pacitic  are  cows  with  pup,  and  in  IJering  Sea,  cows 

anSnuS.^*''""'"'*  ^^'i^l»  ""1^^-    ^^'^'^^'  ycarliugs  are  killed  every  year  by  me. 

Of  the  male  seals  kilUnl  a  majority  are  4-year-olds.    I 

have  killed  but  a  few  old  bulls.     U  a  seal  is  killed  instantly  when  be 

first  i)uts  his  head  above  water  he  will  sink  at  once.     I  thhik  seals  are 

Dtcn-wu  "^**  **'**  ])lentiful  as  they  used  to  be,  caused,  1  tJiink,  by 

the  indiscriminate  killing  of  females  with  pup.     Have 
No  pelagic  Mrth«.     "^'V^?!'  kuowii  of  pups  bciug  bom  in  the  water,  or  any- 
where else  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  outside  of  the  Pribi- 
Do  r.ot  haul  up  on  lof  Ishuuls.     Havc  ucvcr  kuowii  scals  to  haul  upon  the 
Alaskan  <xmt.  ^^^st  of  Alaska  outside  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.    Have 
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killed  seals  250  miles  from  the  Pribilof  Island,  with  milk.    I  think  if  all 
sealing  was  prohibited  from  January  1,  to  August  15,     protection 
in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  and  Bering  Sea  it  would  ^ 

give  sufficient  protection  to  the  seal. 

G.  E.  Miner. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Eddie  Moreheady  sealer  (boat-puller), 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss: 

Eddie  Morehead,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 
21  years  of  age;  I  reside  in  San  Francisco;  my  occu- 
l)atiou  is  that  of  a  longshoreman.    I  have  been  em-      Experience. 
])loyed  on  a  seal iiiii*  vessel  as  a  cabin  boy  and  boat-      vanderHu,  isss. 
puller;  I  made  one  voyage  on  the   Vanderbilt  in  thQ 
North  Paeitic  in  1888;  we  did  not  go  in  the  Bering  Sea.    We  left  in  the 
early  part  of  IMarch;  she  was  lost  on  that  voyage  in  a  storm,  going 
aslioie  at  eoTni)any's  harbor.    We  caught  between  500  and  GOO  seals. 
We  comuienced  shooting  along  the  coast  of  Oalitbrnia,  following  the 
seals  to  the  Aleutian  Islands.    We  had  six  small  boats  on  board,  each 
boat  having  three  men,  a  hunter  and  two  men  to  pull.    They  shot  both 
with  ritles  and  shotguns.    The  rifle  was  considered  the  best  to  use, 
as  the  shotgun  would  wound  more.    We  shot  at  every-     .  ,,    .  .    , 
thing  in  sight.     We  killed  more  females  than  males, 
and  we  lost  a  good  many  that  we  killed.    I  never  saw  ^S!*"*^  ^^^  ^** 
nor  heard  of  any  young  pupa  being  born  in  the  water. 
The  shooting  was  all  done  from  the  small  boats. 

Ed.  Morehead. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[seal.J  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public, 


Deposition  of  Frank  Moreau^  sealer. 

pelagic  SEALITia. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  the  26th  day  of  February,  1892,  at  mv 
oftice,  434  California  street,  in  the  city  Jind  county  of  San  Francisco, 
Stat(*.  of  (yalitbrnia,  before  me,  Clement  Bennett,  a  notary  public  in  and 
tor  said  (tity  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  State  of  California,  duly 
a])[>ointe(l  and  commissioned  to  administer  oaths,  etc.,  personally  ap- 
peared Frank  Moreau,  who,  being  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Frank  Moreau,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

The  Notary: 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  occupation! — A.  My  name 
is  I'rank  Moreauj  age,  32 j  residence,  San  Francisco j  occupation,  seal 
hunter. 
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Q.  Arc  you  a  citizen  of  the  Uuitcl  States? — A.  I  am. 
Q.  What  State  are  you  a  resident  of ^ — A.  Kentucky:  I  was  bora 
there;  1  am  now  residing:  in  the  State  of  California. 

Q.  Have  youb<-en  eii^:i;^ed  in  eateliin^r  seals  in  the  Pacific  and  Bering 

Sea,  and  for  how  lon;r ' — A.  For  live  or  six  vears  I  have 
been  i*atchin*r  seals 
Q.  Do  vou  know  of  what  sex  the  seals  were  that  you 
fomakB.**''"""''**"-'  liave  taken  in  the  Pacilie  and  Bering  Sea!— A.  Mostly 

f(;niah.\s. 
Q.  What  iMireenta^^e  of  the  skins  you  have  taken  were  cows? — ^A.  I 
should  judge  about  UO  per  cent. 

„      ,    «  Q.  What  percentaire  of  the  cows  vou  have  taken 

cent  of  which  preg-  Were  witli   iMip? — A.  About   75  i>er  cent  were  with 
"""^  pup. 

Q.  When  does  sealing  coinnienc**  in  the  Pacific,  and  when  does  it 

Commo„cein.„tand  ^'"| '— Z^'  ^^  coninien<;es  about  the*  1st  of  January  and 
ending  of  scaling  Hca-  ends  about  tiic  last  ot  «June. 

"*^°"  Q.  When  does  seahng  f'oninience  in  the  Bering  Sea, 

and  when  does  it  en<I? — A.  It  coniuiences  al)oiit  the  1st  of  July  and 
ends  about  the  Jst  <if  Novcnilx-r. 

Q.  What  perc(»iitage  of  seals  are  taken,  compared  to  those  you 

destroy  in  doing  so;  in  other  words,  how  many  do  you  actually  get  out 

Waste  of  life  of  tliosc  you  slioot? — A.  About  7."5  per  ccut.     We  lose 

about  2.'»  per  cent. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact'  tliat  wlicii  you  first  starr«Ml  in  the  business,  and 
was  inexjMMienced  in  iiuniiii';:,  that  you,  like  all  other  beginners, 
destroyed  ji  much  hir«^<M'  propution  tliau  you  <lo  nowf — A.  Certainly; 
th<*r<^  is  no  donbt  about  tiiat. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  you  shoot  at  mostly  a  Ircp  on  the  water  or  awake T — 
A.  They  are  mostly  asleep. 

Q.  If  awake,  do  you  shoot  at  them  while  breeching? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
we  shoot  at  them  anywheic,  (»ithcr  while  they  are  breeching,  or  heads 
uj)  or  any  way. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  seals  born  in  tlu^  water,  and  is  it  your  opin- 
ion that  it  is  possible  for  thein  to  l)e  born  in  the  water:! — A.  They  are  not 
T,,  . .  .       born  in  the  water.     A  seal  can  not  swim  when  it  is 

Not  hfini  III  Malrr.       ,.       ^    , 

first  born. 
i).  Doyou  know  of  any  place  where  seals  land  outside  of  the  seal 
islands? — A.  1  do  not;  no,  sir. 
().  Have  vou  noticed  anv  decrease  in  the  quantitv  of  animals  in  the 

last  few  vears? — A.  Th<*ni  is  no  doubt  but  what  there 
IS  a  de<'rease. 
Q,  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  derrease? — A.  From  the  killing  of 
ncals.  l>oth  by  hunters  and  others. 

Q.  I >o  the  pups  iierisli  with  the  <^ows  that  you  kill? — A.  Certainly. 
That  is,  if  the  cows  ha]»i)cn  to  be  with  \ni]), 

i).  Is  it  your  opini<m,  if  sealing  continues  unrestrict(Kl,  that  they  will 
soon  be  <»xt<»rmiiiatcd  ? — A.  There  certainly  will  not  be  as  many  in  a 
few  years  as  there  are  now. 
Q.  In  your  oj)inion  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  ]m)tect  the  cows  in 

the  r»ering  Sea  to  jirevent  the  lierd  from  being  extermi- 
rmtntwm    uect'H-  natcd  ? — A.  Certainly  it  is. 
'^^^'  Q.  What  months  in  the  year  do  you  think  they 

chiiM^  wuwm.  ought  to  b(»  prot(*cted  ? — A.  Well,  from  about  the  middle 

of  June  to  the  1st  of  October. 
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Q.  Do  you  generally  shoot  seals  with  a  rifle  or  a  shotgun  t — A.  A 
shotgun.    Ninety  per  cent  are  killed  with  a  shotgun. 
Q.  Do  you  use  buckshot  or  fine  shot? — A.  Buck-     _ 

shot.  weapons. 

Q.  Judging  by  the  direction  that  seals  were  traveling  in  the  spring  of 
the  year,  during  your  experience,  where  do  you  sup-     ^j 
pose  was  their  destination  f — ^A.  The  Bering  Sea.  *^  ^^^' 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  Bering  Sea  should  be  cioseof Bering sea. 
entirely  closed? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  Do  you  think  of  anything  else  that  is  of  value  in  regard  to  this 
seal  question  that  1  have  not  asked  you  about;  if  so,  you  can  state  any- 
thing you  please? — A.  I  have  nothing  further  to  say. 

F.  MOREAU. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  88: 

I,  Clement  Bennett,  a  notary  public^  in  and  for  said  city  and  county 
of  San  Francisco,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  witness  in  the  foregoing 
deposition  named,  was  by  me  duly  sworn  to  testify  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth;  that  said  deposition  was  reduced  to 
writing,  and  when  completed  was  carefully  rejul  over  to  said  witness, 
and  by  him  subscribed  in  my  presence. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  affixed 
my  seal  of  office,  this  2Gth  day  of  February,  1892. 

[L.  S.J  Clement  Bennett, 

Ifotary  Puhlie. 


Deposition  of  Niles  NeUon^  sealer^  and  part  owner  of  ve88el  Annie. 

1885-^86. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss: 

Nih^s  N(»lsou,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  jim  by  occupa- 
tion  a  seal  hunter,  and  part  owner  of  the  schooner 
Annie.     My  residence  is    in   San  Francisco.    I  was       ^^  ^^' 
eni[»a.i»(Ml  in  hunting  seals  during  the  years  1885  and     -4nni«,  i885-'86. 
1(S8(>  in  the  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea.    We  go 
out  about  the  middle  of  April.     We  hunt  sometimes  with  a  shotgun, 
and  sometinu's  with  a  rifle.    Breeching  seals  we  shoot  with  a  rifle,  and 
sl(M'}>in^  seals  with  a  shotgun.    I  can  not  give  the  exact  estimate  of 
the  sex,  hut  1  know  that  a  large  proportion  of  them 
arc  females.     An  experienced  A  No.  1  seal  hunter  in  shoTifmaier^'****"* 
shoot  in<i  sleeping  seals  with  a  shotgun  will  get  a  large 
])i(>lK)rtion  of  what  he  kills,  and  will  get  one  outof  four  breeching  seals 
that  he  kills,  but  an  ordinary,  common  hunter,  like  my-      -v^aateof  lifo 
sell",  will  sonu^ times  use  ten  cartridges  and  not  get  one 
seal.     1  can  safely  say  that  a  common  hunter  will  only  get  one  seal  out 
ot  three.     1  can  not  tell  the  age  or  sex  of  seals  in  the  water.    1  was 
sealing;  in  the  Bering  Sea  during  July,  August,  and     inuerin  sea 
September,  1885  and  1886.     I  was  crnising  in  the  Ber-  "°^ 

ing  Sea  around  about  the  Pribilof  Islands,  and  from  100  to  300  miles 
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ofr.  The  principal  portion  of  tlio  rniisinfj  was  between  tlie  Aleutian 
Islands  and  the  Pribilof  Islands.  One  of  the  ])rincipal  sealing  gronnds 
is  off  J3ogoslof.     We  first  discov(»r  seals  on  their  way  to  the  breeding 

gioninls in  .January  and  Fel)niary  off  Cape  Kace.    Most 
co^t.^**''^**"*'*' ""  every  female  that  has  arrived  at  the  age  of  maturity 

is  pregnant.    We  follow  them  ou  from  there  into  the 
J5ering  Sea,  and  most  all  of  the  females  taken  are  pregnant. 

We  find  ]>ups  in  the  cow  seals  up  to  the  time  they  get  to  the  Pribi- 
lof Islands  in  »Jnne,  but  when  they  eome  off  the  Pribilof  Islands  they 
have  bred,  and  are  in  milk  for  the  remainder  of  the  killing  season. 
They  sometimes  go  out  from  100  to  200  miles  off  the  islands,  while  the 
young  ones  still  remain  on  the  islands.  After  they  have  been  on  the 
islands  they  eontain  no  pup,  so  the  hunter  can  see  if  the  seal  has  been 

Kiiiiii'  of  nuFHin    ^^^*  ^^*^'  ^^^^"^^'*^  ^^  "^^'    ^  havc  killed,  and  seen  killed, 
cow8.'"^  **  nuFHiig  j„(j|^i|^j.sj  j^j  milk  100  or  more  miles  from  the  islands. 

Seals  w(»re  not  as  plentiful  in  1886  as  they  were  in 
i>tfcr«nBo.  1885.    I  think  the  principal  cause  of  that  decrease  is 

on  account  of  killing  the  females  in  the  water,  and  also 
through   their  getting  shy  by  being  chased   by  the  boats.    I  have 

TviHgicbirthimpoa.  ^^^^'^''  ^^'^"^^^  '^  1^"1^  "*  ^^^'  ^^''^^^'^N  «"<1  <^<^  ^^^  bclievc  they 
Hibio.  can  be  born  in  the  water.    If  they  are  born  in  the  water 

they   would   drown.     I  know  of  no  places  that   the 

seals  haul  up  in  the  l>ering  Sea  or  North  Pacific  tor 

iHianIii*"^"°^^°    ^  breeding  iMirposes  except  St.  George,  St.  Paul,  Otter 

Island,   Bering   Island,   Kobben   Island,  and  Copper 

aary"^*'^''""  "*^*^"'  l'^^^'"'*!-    If  Something  is  uot  done  to  protect  seals  in 

the  North  Pa<iific  and  Bering  Sea,  they  will  become 
exterminated  in  a  very  few  years. 

NiLES  Nelson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  tx)  before  me  this  1st  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[l.  S.J  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Fuhlic. 


Deposition  of  John  O'Brien^  sealer  (boat-puller.) 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

State  of  CALiFonxTA, 

Citi/  and  Countif  of  San  Francisco j  ss: 

John  O'Brien,  having  been  dnly  sworn,  deimses  and  says:  I  am  40 

vearsofage;  I  reside  in  San  Francisco;  lanibyoccn- 
])ation  a  longshoreman;  I  made  a  sealing  voyage  to  the 
Alexander  1885.        Ncutli  Pjicitic  aud  Bering  Sea  on  the  schooner  Alex- 
ander, which  saih»d  from  Victoria  in  the  latter  part  of 
January,  18<sr>.     I  was  a  boat-i)uller.     We  sailed  south  as  far  as  Blanco, 
sealing  ar<mnd  there  for  two  or  three  mont lis,  wlien  we  headed  north 
Sixty  IMF  o«iit  of  "*^<*  ^^^^  Bering  Sea,  having  caught  250  or  300  seals 
cojiMt  Vatrii  f.  males,  bcforc  cntcriug  the  sea,  of  which  (50  ])er  cent  of  them 
moHtiy  i»rc.«iiu..t.         ^^.^^.^^  fenudcs,  uiostly  all  of  them  having  pups  in  them. 

onul-Hu.*'^''^'  *^"*®*^*^  ^^  <*  entered  the  Bering  Sea  the  latter  (Mid  of  May,  and 
tn^jrm;;.  cauglit  about  700  seals  in  the  Bering  Sea,  mostly  all 

of  them  being  females  in  milk.  I  saw  the  milk  flowing 
mSTtijMiuraing  cowH*!  ^^^  the  dcck  wlicu  they  were  skinned.    We  had  6  boats, 

each  boat  having  [\  men,  a  boat-puller,  steerer,  and 
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iiunter.  We  used  shotguns,  using  a  rifle  to  shoot  at  long  range.  It 
depends  a  great  deal  upon  the  weather  as  to  the  amount  of  seals  ob- 
tained by  the  hunters.  After  a  heavy  blow  you  see  the  seals  lying  on 
top  of  the  water  asleep,  and  you  can  get  very  close  to  them,  and  on  an 
average  you  would  get  2  or  3  out  of  every  6  or  6  you 
kill  or  wound,  while  in  rough  weather  you  would  not  ***®  ^  ®* 
get  I  out  of  5  or  6  killed  or  wounded.  I  could  not  tell  how  far  off  we 
caught  them  from  the  seal  islands,  as  I  did  not  know  the  distances. 
At  that  time  there  were  lots  of  seals  in  the  water. 

John  O'Brien. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[l.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Fuhlic. 


Deposition  of  John  OUen^  sealer. 

PELAaiC  sealino. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco ,  ss: 

John  Olsen,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  in 
Seattle,  Washington.    My  occupation  is  ship  carpenter. 
I  helped  to  build  the  schooner  Labrador j  in  1890,  at       ^P«"eiice. 
Vancouver,  and  went  sealing  m  her  in  1891.    Captain     Labrador,  isoi. 
Wliiteleigh  was  commander.    We  left  Vancouver  for 
Victoria,  on  the  29tli  of  March,  and  fitted  out  the  vessel,  leaving  Vic- 
toria on  the  8th  day  of  April.    She  carried  four  IG-foot  boats  and  one 
stern  boat  14  feet.     She  carried  two  men  to  the  boat,  one  to  pull  and 
one  to  hunt.     We  commenced  hunting  outside  of  Cape  Cook,  about  5 
miles  from  shore,  and  hunted  from  there  up  to  Unamak  Pass,  in  the 
Aleutian  Islands  and  entered  tlie  Bering  Sea  about 
the  5th  of   June,   and  was  ordered  out  of  the  sea     Bering  sea. 
the  19th  of  June.     In  going  up  the  coast  to  Unamak     Time  of  entering. 
Pass  we  caught  about  400  seals,  mostly  females  with 
young,  and  put  their  skins  on  board  the  Danube^  an  pre^anrcows."******^^ 
iiUglish  steamboat,  at  Alatack  Bay,  and  after  we  got 
into  the  Bering  Sea  we  caught    220.     We  had  200  at  the  time  the 
lieutenant  ordered  us  out  of  the  sea,  the  remainder  we  caught  after. 

After  entering  the  sea  we  got  one  female  with  a  very  large  pup, 
whicli  I  took  out  alive  and  kept  it  for  three  or  four 
duys,  wlieii  it  died,  as  it  would  not  eat  anything.    All  mSTtiy^iu^sing^cows* 
the  otliers  had  given  birth  to  their  young  and  their 
breasts  were  full  of  milk.     I  do  not  believe  mothers  give     p^^        t  bo     in 
birth  to  their  young  in  the  water.    We  went  to  Four  water*  °°      ™ 
:\I()iintaiii  Pass,  when  we  went  out.    We  caught  these     KiiiciniiMingcows 
mothers,  tall  of  milk,  from  50  to  150  miles  off  the  seal  5o  to  i5o  miles  from 
islands.     I  shot  twenty-eight  myself.     We  used  shot-  *^^''"'^'- 
guns,  using  buckshot,  and  I  have  known  twenty  shots     Wastcof  life, 
to  be  tired  at  a  seal  before  we  got  her.     When  we  shot 
at  '^  sh'e])(M's"  we  got  a  good  many  more  than  when  we  shot  at  "breech- 
ers"  or  ^'rollers,"  and  we  secured  on  an  average  about  one  out  of  every 


472  TESTIMONY 

three  killed  and  woanded.    The  perceutage  of  loss  of  those  killed  and 

wounded  is  fully  as  great  as  I  have  stated.    I  know  of 

i,£^  °P  ^'"^^  ^^'^  no  place  where  they  haul  up  on  laud  except  the  Pribilof 

Islands. 

John  Olsen. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2d  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[l.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Xotary  Public 


Deposition  of  GharleH   W.  Reel,  scilrr  {master). 

habits — seals  in  pacific. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  tSan  FranciHCo.  ss : 

Charles  W.  Keed,  having  Iiihmi  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  :  I  ain 

53  years  old  and  am  an  American  citizen,  resident  of 
xpenence.  ^^^^  Francisfo,  and  by  ocrupiition  a  shipmaster  and 

pilot,  and  a  member  of  the  San  Francisco  Pilot  Association.  Between 
the  years  1872  and  18S()  I  made  four  voyages,  as  master  of  a  schooner 

and  in  charge  of  expeditions  engaged  in  the  sealing 
gii^'iiiSifaH."  ^*^*'^   industry,  to  the  (ialai)agos  Islands.    These  islands  are 

situated  on  the  c(|uator,  longitude  about  1)0°  west.  In 
the  first  voyage  I  remained  ui>on  the  islands  about  seven  months,  and 
at  subsequent  times  from  three  to  live  months  at  each  voyage,  covering 
differert  seasfnis  of  the  year.  J  have  thus  seen  and  carefully  observed 
the  seals  resorting  to  these  islan<ls  at  all  times  of  the  year.  The  beaches 
occupied  by  them  are  overhnng  by  high  cliffs  and  indented  with  caves 
jj^^jj^  and  crevic(»s  into  which  the  seals  go,  when  not  in  the 

water,  to  avoid  the  tropical  sun.  The  young  are  born 
in  these  caves  and  are  unable  to  swim  until  several  weeks  old.  They 
do  not  migrate,  but  may  be  found  on  and  alxmt  the  islands  at  all  times 
of  year.     With  this  exception  their  habits  do  not  vary,  as  far  as  I  know, 

from  those  of  fur-seals  in  Alaskan  waters.    They  are 

I>onii'8UC  nature.  ,  ^'ii^*'-!  -i  ^  •!  j 

not  ]>articularly  timid,  and  may  be  as  easily  managed 
as  sheep  or  cattle.  1  have  no  doubt  they  could  be  propagated  on  the 
rookeries  and  tli(»ir  reproduction  reassured  under  proper  management. 

I  captured  on  the  first  voyage  about  3,000  skins  and  as 
^^hnii»criiniiiat4s  kill-  ,jjj|iiy  more  iu  the  three  later  voyages,  slaughtering  old 

and  young  indis(Tiininately,  but  1  am  now  credibly  in- 
formed that  the  rookeries  are  again  building  up  and  increasing  in 
numbers.  The  skins  obtained  from  this  herd  are  quite  distinct  from 
those  from  the  (ruadalupe,  Sant^i  liosa,  and  Santii  Cruz,  and  otl^r 
islands  to  the  northward  of  the  Ga1a])agos  group,  being  much  shorter 
and  light4T  furred  and  correspondingly  less  valuable,  as  might  be  ex- 
]iected  in  animals  bred  in  a  tropical  climate. 

Charles  W.  Beed. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1802. 

[SEAL.]  GLESIENT   BENNETT, 

2fotarji  Public 
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Deposition  of  Adolphns  Sayers,  sealer  (master), 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  a)id  County  of  San  Francisco j  ss: 

Adolpbus  Sayers,  having  been  <luly  sworn,  dejioses  and  says:  I  am 
a  seaman.    I  reside  in  San  Francisco.    I  was  engaged 
in  sealing  in  the  Bering  Sea  and  North  Pacific,  in  the     Experience. 
City  of  San  Diego  and  the  Adeline^  in  the  years  1887      city  of  san  iHcgo, 
and  1888.    I  was  master  of  the  Adeline.    We  com-  ^deiU^e^miAsss, 
menced  to  seal  from  the  Cordell  Banks  off  the  coast  of     scaling  off  coast. 
California  right  up  to  the  Bering  Sea.    On  the  voyage 
of  the  City  of  San  Diego,  which  lasted  about  eight  months,  we  got 
about  1,900  seals.    The  hunters  had  rifles  and  shotguns,  but  as  we 
entered  the  Bering  Sea  the  revenue  cutter  Gorwin  took 
away  our  rifles  and  left  us  the  shotguns.    The  shotgun     Entered  Bering  sc*. 
is  not  as  fatal  as  the  rifle,  but  it  ruins  the  skins  of  the  seals.    I  was  a 
boat- puller  when  I  was  on  the  City  of  San  Diego.    I  can  not  tell  from 
the  appearance  of  a  seal  in  the  water  whether  it  is  a  male  or  female, 
but  most  all  of  the  seals  we  killed  in  the  water  were 
females.    Sometimes  we  opened  them  and  found  young  ^.^IT^®*  .**^^*^",  ^^ 

.-  ,  .-  A-t  ^v  XI  ^-1       1    miles  from  islands. 

pups  mside,  and  sometimes  they  were  mothers  that  had 
given  birth  to  their  young  and  their  breasts  were  full  of  milk,  and 
we  often  killed  them  100  miles  or  more  from  the  seal  islands.    A  seal 
never  bears  but  one  pup  at  a  time.    An  ordinary  hunter,  on  an  aver- 
age, will  not  kill  one  out  of  four  breaching  seals,  and  sometimes  he  will 
not  get  one.    The  sleeping  seal  is  the  most  easily  killed, 
and  we  got  about  one  out  of  three  killed  and  wounded.     ^***®  °^  ^"'®- 
I  know  that  the  seals  are  rapidly  decreasing,  and  I     Decrease, 
believe  it  is  caused  by  killing  females  in  the  water. 

Adolphus  Sayers. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  G.  M.  Scammon,  officer  Revenue  Marine, 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco j  ss: 

C.  M.  Seainmon,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  67 
years  old  and  a  resident  of  Oakland,  Cal.  I  am  and 
have  been  an  officer  in  the  United  States  lievenue  ^p«""»<» 
Marine  Coips  since  18<i3.  In  1865  and  18G6  I  was  in  command  of 
the  Western  Union  Telegrai)h  Company's  fleet  of  vessels  when  it 
was  expected  to  establish  a  telegraph  line  to  Europe  via  Bering 
Straits.  Jn  this  capacity  and  later  as  commander  of  vessels  under  the 
United  S(at(\s  revenue  cutter  flag,  I  repeatedly  passed  through  Bering 
Sea,  tonc^hing  at  the  seal  islands.  I  am  the  author  of  the  work  entitled 
^^Tlie  Marine  Mammals  of  the  Northwestern  Coast  of  North  America,'' 
pu])lished  by  J.  H.  Carmany  &  Co.,  San  Francisco,  1874.  In  prepar- 
ing Chapter  iv  of  part  2  of  that  work,  relative  to  fur-seals,  I  consulted 
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every  accessible  antliority  upon  that  subject  and  addeil  the  resnlt  of 
my  own  observation  and  experience.  Since  then  eighteen  years  have 
elapsed  and  many  new  fficts  have  been  brought  to  light  concerning 
them,  confirming  for  the  most  part  what  was  then  written,  yet  modi- 
fying to  some  extent  the  conclusions  arrived  at. 

The  nomenclature  and  technical  terms  of  seal-hunters  have  changed 

somewhat.    We   hear   of  "cows"  instead  of  "clap- 

Technicai term«.  n^atchcs,''  " bulls "  iustcad  of  "wigs,"  and  "bachel- 
ors" or  "holuscliuckie"  instead  of  "yearlings."  At  the  time  my  book 
was  written  the  regular  migratory  habits  of  the  animals  were  not  as 
well  understood  in  respect  to  the  routes  of  migration  as  they  are  now, 
and  naturalists  always  commeii(»e  their  description  with  the  arrival  of 
the  different  classes  of  seals  at  the  nortliern  breeding  grounds,  begin- 
ning with  the  "bulls"  in  the  early  spruig,  following  them  with  th6 
"cows"  and  "bachelors"  at  a  later  date,  and  then  taking  up  the  birth 
and  development  of  the  young.  This,  I  think,  resulted  from  oiu'  igno- 
rance of  when*  they  spent  the  winter  mcmths.    Now  it 

Migrat  on.  ^^  ^^y  j-j^^^^-jj  ^]^r^^  ^j^^  Pribilof  scals  work  their  way 

down  to  the  coasts  of  California,  Oregon,  and  British  Columbia,  and 
go  north  again  in  the  spring;  and  that  the  Commander  Islands  herd 
migrates  down  the  Asiatic  coast,  the  two  herds  keeping  apart  from 
each  other.  I  held  this  opinion  many  years  ago,  as  is  shown  by  my 
letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  written  August  30, 
1861>,  as  follows,  and  later  observations  and  reading  have  confirmed 
my  conclusions: 

"San  Francisco,  Cal., 

^^Augmt  30, 1869. 

"  Sir:  While  on  the  stfition  at  Puget  Sound  frequent  opportunities 
ottered  to  observe  the  habits  of  the  fur  seals. 

"  I  have  long  been  of  the  0])inion  that  those  seen  oft'  the  mouth  of 
Juan  de  Fuca  Strait  werci  a  j)()rtion  at  least  of  the  great  herds  that  make 
their  annual  visits  to  the  islands  of  St.  George  and  St.  Paul,  Bering 
Sea. 

"  Since  my  return  to  this  city  I  have  gathered  further  information 
Mi  ration  wiiich  couvinces  me  that  beyond  question  the  seals  pass- 

gra  ion.  j^^^.  ^^^^  uiouth  of  thc  Strait  during  the  months  of  March, 

April,  and  a  part  of  May  resort  to  the  above-nanie<l  islands  to  bnug 
forth  their  young,  as  nearly  all  the*  females  (and  no  others  are  caught) 
taken  by  the  Inciians  at  tin's  ])oint  have  f<etuses  in  them  that  to  all 
appeaiances  would  be  brought  forward  on  their  arrival  at  their  north- 
ern summer  haunt. 

"  From  personal  observation,  as  well  as  from  the  most  reliable  infor- 
iiidim  huntin         niatiou,  it  is  (luitc  certain  that  there  has  been  taken  by 

II  uu  lun  ing.       ^j^^  in<lians  of  Vancouver  Islands  and  Washington  Ter- 

m Jies  tiken'"'^* ^'*"  ^'^^^'^T  during  the  last  spring  about  5,000  fur-seals, 

aiul  almost  invariably  each  animal  was  with  young,  so 
that  in  taking  the  number  of  adults  above  mentioned  there  were  actually 
destroyed  near  10,000  seals. 

"Having  every  reason  to  believe  that  vessels  will  be  fitted  out  to  take 
seals  oft'  the  strait  the  coming  season,  I  have  thought  it  well  to  make 
this  report  to  the  Department. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"C.  M.  SCAMMON, 

"  Cap.,  U.  8.  B.  S. 
"lion.  Geo.  S.  Botttwkt.t., 

^^Secretiiry  of  the  TrvaHury,  WaHhhujtonj  D,  0. 
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Tlie  eortainty  that  tbe  seals  caiigbt  in  the  IN^ortli  Pacific  are  in  facta 
portion  of  the  Pribilof  herd,  and  that  all  are  born  and 
1  t^ared  for  the  first  few  months  upon  the  islands  of  that  ^^^l  ^°  Northern 
group,  naturally  leads  the  observer  to  regard  them  as 
quite  domesticated  and  belonging  upon  their  island  home.  The  more 
orderly  way  to  describe  them,  therefore,  would  be  to  commence  with 
their  birth  upon  the  island  and  the  beginning  oftheir  migrations  rather 
thtMi  at  the  end  of  some  one  of  their  annual  rounds  away  from  home. 

I  gather,  too,  from  further  research  that  the  nature  of  their  food  and 
the  source  wlience  it  is  obtained  are  better  understood     ^labite 
than  formerly.    It  is  well  known  that  the  bulls  eat 
nothing  during  the  rutting  season  and  while  taking  care  of  their  harems 
on  the  islands.    The  cows,  however,  go  and  come  at  will  after  the  pups 
are  droj)ped,  and  may  be  found  in  large  numbers  with  the  mammary 
glands  distended  with  milk  many  miles  from  the  breed-     ^^        ^ 
ing  gnmnds.    The  pups  are  not  able  to  go  with  their       ®™  ea  nwa  r. 
mothers  and  drown  if  by  mischiince  they  are  thrown  into  the  sea  be- 
fore they  are  three  or  four  weeks  old.    They  stay  with  the  balls  on  the 
breeding  grounds  until  about  six  or  seven  weeks  old 
before  learning  to  swim.    The  fur-seals  of  the  north,  ^J^'^  learning  to 
unlike  the  hair  seals,  do  not  seem  to  like  the  severe 
cold  weather  and  ice  of  the  north,  for  they  migrate  to  the  southward 
upon  its  approach,  while  those  inhabiting  the  tropics,  as  at  the  Galla- 
pagos  Islands,  leave  the  islands  perhaps,  but  do  not  go,  so  far  as  is 
known,  to  any  great  distance.    I  have  no  doubt  the 
northern  seals  of  the  Pribilof  Islands  spread  over  a  N™hira  pl^mc*  *" 
very  wide  extent  of  the  North  Pacific  in  winter.    They 
are  occasionally  seen  far  off  from  land,  but  are  much  more  numerous 
within  soundings.    Their  food  is  mainly  fish,  and  they  are  naturally 
found  where  that  is  most  abundant.     Seal-hunters  say  and  statistics 
show  that  where  fish  are  most  plentiful,  as  in  latitude  55^  to  56^  north, 
in  Bering  Sea,  on  the  Shumagin  Banks  off  the  Alaskan  Peninsula,  and 
off  tjie  entrance  to  the  Straits  of  Fuca,  there  the  best  catches  of  seals 
are  made. 

Up  to  nearly  the  time  my  work  was  published,  little  was  known 
about  marine  seal  fishing.  It  was  mostly  confined  to  the  Indians.  A 
few  vessels  were  engaged  in  the  trade  from  Victoria,  but  cut  no  figure 
in  commerce.  The  price  of  skins  was  comparatively  low,  and  no  great 
inducements  were  offered  to  go  into  the  business.  It  was  when  prices 
advanced,  and  white  hunters  acquired  the  skill  of  following  the  move- 
ments of  the  seals  and  in  shooting  from  a  boat,  that  the  real  danger  of 
the  extermination  of  the  species  became  apparent.  The  records  of  the 
Pribilof  Islands  show  that  not  many  seals  were  left  on  the  rookeries 
about  1840  to  1845,  and  very  few  then  appeared  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  British  Columbia  coast.  As  those  rookeries  incjreased  so  the  "  Vic^- 
toria  catch  "  increased,  and  amounted  to  about  5,000  skins  in  1801). 
(Marine  Mjunnials,  p.  154.) 

The  anniliihiticm  of  many  rookeries  formerly  existing  in  different  parts 
of  tiie  world    lias  heretofore   been   accomplished   by 
wasteful,  and   sometimes  wanton,  destruction  on  the  othe?  nlokVAei**"  "' 
land.     Now,  the  only  known  rookeries  of  any  size  are 
guarded,  and  the  vandals  can  not  reach  them;  but  they  seem  t-o  have 
found  methods  of  d(\struction  almost  as  effectual  as  a     protection  neces- 
seal  dub,  and  they  kill  as  cruelly  and  wastefully  as  eary. 
they  formerly  did  on  land.    Other  animals  of  less  use 
to  mankind  than  the  seals  are  protected  by  a  close       ^g°»°   emaM. 
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season,  or  some  other  restriction,  to  save  them  from  slan^yhter  when 
breeding,  but  nearly  all  the  seals  killed  in  the  water  are  mothers  with 
young. 

Bering  Sea  seems  to  be  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  fur- 
seals.  Its  climate  is  moist,  the  sun  rarely  shint^^  in  summer,  and  the 
water  abounds  in  iish.  Here  also  i>elagic  seal  hunters  ftnd  their  l)e8t 
opportunity.  They  can  stay  about  where  they  please  under  cover  of 
the  fog  and  defy  any  guard-ship  to  detect  them.  The  range  of  the 
seals  is  very  broad,  and  it  is  impossible  to  watch  every  square  mile. 
The  only  way  to  stop  the  destruction  of  the  rookeries  is  to  stop  pelagic 
sealing.  If  it  is  cruel  and  wasteful  to  destroy  a  whole  si>ecies  of  useful 
breeding  animals,  it  is  Just  as  cruel  and  wasteful,  in  proi)ortion,  to  kill 
a  few  of  them.  Why  should  any  be  killed  ? 
I  do  not  believe  any  partial  measure  of  i)rotection  will  stop  the  deple- 
tion of  the  rookeries.  If  vessels  may  be  fitted  out  with 
n^Sly!*  measures  ^j^^  paraphernalia  for  seal  hunting,  and  skins  bn)ught 

into  port  and  sold  with  impunity,  the  hunters  will  mau- 
age  by  hook  or  crook  to  evade  any  restriction. 

C.  M.  SCAMMON. 

SubstTibed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1802. 
[L.  S.J  Clkmext  Bknnktt, 

Xotary  ruhlic. 


Deposition  of  Peter  Simes^  sealer  {steward). 

PKLAGIC   SKAT.INa. 

State  of  California. 

City  and  County  of  San  Franciseo^  ss: 

Peter  Simes,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  in 

San  Francis(*o.     My  occupation  is  that  of  steward.    I  made  one  seal- 

EiT)orienro.  ^"^  Voyage  iu  181)0  ou  tlic  British  schooner  Umbrina, 

rmhrina,  1800.        of  wliicli  Cai)t.  Campbell   was   master.     We  sailed 

st.aiii.«  off  coast.      f,.^,jj   VictoHa,  J^Htish   Cohimbia,  April  8,  and  went 

right  up  the  coast  until  we  got  to  Sand  J*oint,  sealing  all  the  way  up. 
We  caught  2Si)  seals  going  np.     When  we  got  there  w(^  met  one  of  tlie 

cutters,  and  it  gave  us  orders  not  to  go  in  the  Bering 

w:irmd«.ff.  |j^ea.     We  laid  there  a  week  an<l  returned,  sealing  all 

f»iimias*tttk«ii.  the  way  down.     \\  e  had  .Uo  skins  when  we  amve<i  here. 

Mostly  all  of  th(»ni  were  females  heavy  with  pup  asleep 
on  the  water,  and  we  killed  them  with  shotguns.  We  got  back  in  the 
s(M*ond  week  of  July.  The  cai>tain,  mate,  and  myself  went  out  several 
times  with  the  stern  boat,  and  we  killed  15  the  first  time  we  went  out. 
1  think  we  went  out  that  way  thret*  or  four  tim<»s,  and  we  usually  got 
w.  sio  of  lift.  about  oiu*  cmt  of  foni'  killed.     I  recollect  one  day  when 

we  were  huntini.r  bad  weather  set  up,  and  we  did  not 
get  any  s(»als.  In  good  weather  we  got  nion*  seals  than  we  did  in  bad 
weather. 

Peter  Simes. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  beftue  me  this  Gth  day  of  Ayiril,  A.  D.  1802. 

[seal. J  CLE3IENT  BENNETT, 

Notary  PMie, 
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Deposition  of  James  Sloan^  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEAL,INa. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  Comity  of  Sati  FranciscOj  ss : 

James  Sloan,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  reside  in 
San  Francisco.    I  am  by  occupation  a  seaman.    I  made 
three  voyages  to  Bering  Sea.    My  first  voyage  was  on     IS^^^jSS  ign 
the  Flying  Mist,  of  which  Capt.  Saddler  was  master; 
the  next  was  on  the  Fenelope,  of  which  Capt.  Littlejohn  was  master, 
and  my  next  was  in  the  schooner  Arctic,  of  which  Capt.  Brassey 
was  master.    We  sailed  from  here  on  the  Flying  Mist  on  the  17th 
day  of  April,   1871,  and  caught  altogether  on  that  voyage  about 
875  seals,  of  which  a  large  majority  were  either  females 
with  pups  or  with  their  breasts  full  of  milk.    I  saw  it  m^Mteke^*^"**^**' 
flowing  on  the  deck  when  we  were  skinning  them.    We 
had  six  boats,  four  men  to  a  boat;  two  boat  pullers,  steerer^  and  hunter. 
We  used  rifles  for  shooting.    On  my  next  trip,  in  1884, 1  sailed  from 
Yokoliania,  Japan,  on  the  Penelope,  leaving  there  about 
March,  under  the  British  flag,  going  to  the  Okhotsk       «"«<^*'.  ^s**- 
Sea,  sealing  there  about  a  month;  but  we  only  caught     ^ntemi Bering sea. 
two  s(Mils,  and  then  went  to  Bering  Sea,  entering  it  about  the  22d  of 
May.     We  caught  767  seals  in  Bering  Sea  that  year,  from  30  to  150 
miles  off  the  seal  islands.    The  most  of  them  were  fe- 
males, for  the  reason  that  they  are  not  as  cute  and  ^^Mostiyftmaiestak- 
wild  as  the  males. 

A  great  many  of  the  female  seals  had  their  breasts  full  of  milk,  which 
would  run  out  on  the  deck  when  we  skinned  them.    My  orders  were  to 
kill  them   indiscriminately,  everything  I  ran  across. 
It  is  impossible  to  tell  a  female  from  a  male  in  the  water,     indiacrimiuate  wu- 
unless  it  is  an  old  bull.    We  had  six  boats  on  board,  *°§;^  indistm  lUsh 
(*a(h  boat  iiaving  a  boat  puller, a  hunter,  aiul a steerer.  aWoin  water.  ^^^ 
We  iis(mI  shotguiii^  mostly,  except  for  long  range  we     ArStS^im*^* 
used  ritl(\s.     31y  third  voyage  was  in  1889.    I  sailed 
i'rom  Yokohama  on  the  Ai'ctic  about  the  latter  ])art  of  January.    We 
cleared  under  the  American  flag,  and  went  to  the  Okhotsk  Sea  and  sealed 
tlu^re  about  two  months.     We  got  there  some  500  seals,  of  which  more 
thiMi  one  half  were  females,  and  the  most  of  them  had 
pu])s  in  them.     We  entered  Bering  Sea  about  the  17th     EuuJwiijiJringSoa. 
of  May,  and  caught  about  900  seals,  the  most  of  them     Maj^.rity  pregnaut 
around  the  fishing  banks,  just  north  of  the  Aleutian  '^^■*"  *'**' 
Islands.    The  majority  of  them  were  mother  seals.    We  had  nine  boats, 
four  on  one  side  and  live  on  the  other.    Each  boat  had  three  men.    We 
used  shotguns  on  that  trip  also,  once  in  a  while  using  a  rifle  for  long 
range.     1  think  the  average  hunter  gets  about  one  or 
two  out  of  every  Hvi'.  or  six  that  he  kills  or  w<mnds.      ^diailn^' 
1  made  a  whaling  voyage  to  Bering  Sea  last  year, 
where  I  remained  for  ti\ii  months.    I  was  fourth  mate  of  the  bark  Lydia. 

I  took  v<'ry  great  interest  in  the  seals,  because  1  used  to  hunt  them 
mvseir,  and  I  noticed  a  great  decrease  in  the  number  ^^ 
of  seals  from  what  there  was  formerly,  when  I  was  on 
sealing  voyages.  It  was,  in  fact,  so  marked  that  I  called  the  captain's 
attention  to  it,  saying  that  we  had  seen  very  few  seals.  They  have 
been  getting  scarcer  every  year  sinc<5  I  have  been  going  to  IJering 
Sea,  and  if  something  is  not  done  right  away  to  protect  them  their  will 
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be  no  more  seals  in  tbesi*  waters.    I  know  as  a  fact  that  they  are  kill- 
ing them  indiscriminately,  and  all  the  hunters  care 
^TndiHcriiuinate  kill-  ^^^^^  ||.  ^^  ^^  ^^.^  .^^  ^^^^^    j  ^^^^^  something  about  it, 

as  I  have  been  sailing  from  this  coast  np  along  those 
waters  for  nineteen  years,  and,  as  I  said  before,  I  paid  particular  atten- 
tion to  them,  and  I  firmly  believe  if  they  allow  the 
^^ariy  extemiina-  kiting  in  thc  sca  to  go  on  as  they  are  now  doing  it 

will  only  be  a  question  of  a  few  years  before  there  will 
not  be  enough  to  i)ay  anyone  to  hunt  them.     I  do  not  know  of  any 

ot  her  place  on  our  coast  where  tlie  seals  haul  up  except 

laiuu.*^  *'"^*   **"  "    ^^  ^^^^'  ^^''*^^  ishmds.    I  do  not  believe  a  sciil  can  be  boru 

in  the  water  and  live. 

James  Sloan. 
Subscribed  and   sworn  to  before  me  this  15th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1S1)2. 

[seal].  CLE3IENT  15ENNKTT, 

2^^ot(try  Fuhlic. 


Deposition  of  William  H.  Smith,  sealer  {master). 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

William  II.  Smith,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  by 

ix  orii  •  occupation  asc^aman  and  seal  hunter.     Have  been  en- 

.xponoiKo.  gaged  in  catcliing  seals  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  for 

fonrteen  years  and  one  season  in  Bering  Sea.     Have  been  mate  and 

captain  whih^  sealing.     First  seal  seen  and  taken  by  me  were  oft*  the 

.  Cohimbia  River  in  January  and  February.    The  seal 

.  i^Tjition.  ^^^  ^j^^^^  thni}-  were  traveling  north.     Spear  is  mostly 

used  by  the  Makah  Indians.      Farther  north  the  shotgun  is   used. 
Very  few  are  lost  wh(»n  struck  with  a  spear.    About  (>G  per  cent  are 

lost  when  shotgun  is  used.      Most -of  the  seals  taken 

foiS-8 uikJnf"'"*     *^^'*'  l<i'*"«»J**!^  ^vith  young.    Very  few  males  are  tiiken on 

the  coast.     I  have  taken  G(M)  seals  in  one  season 

and  only  3  male  seals   were    among    them.     A    few  yearlings    are 

taken,  mostly  females.    Sex  of  seal  can  not  be  distinguished  in  the 

wat(M-.  We  use  no  discrimination  in  hunting;  shoot  every 

^  jmiiscriniiiijito  kill.  j.^,.,|  fiiat  <.oines  ui'ur  the  boat.     Seal  are  most  always 

shot  in  the  head  if  it  is  possible;  if  not,  they  are  shot  in 
the  body  where  expose*!.    The  indiscriminate  killing  of  female  seals 

in  IJering  Sea  will  very  soon  destroy  the  herd.    Have 
Xoiw>ia;,nr.  i.irtii.      j^^^y^.,.  kuowu  ot  pup  scals  bciug  bom  in  the  water,  nor 

anywhere  else  on  the  coast  outside  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.    Have 

nev(*r    heard   of   t'ur-seals  liauling   u])  on  the  coast 

wiH.\V.\tmou r^^^^^^^^^^    els(»wh(4V  thanoii  the  Pribilof  Islands.     Have  taken 

^'*|;»«'«i«  femah*  seals  in  Bering  Sea  about  145  miles  from  the 

Pribilof  Islands.    1  think  that   pelagic  seal  hunting 

in  Bearing  Sea  should  be  stopped. 

Wm.  H.  Shith. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  6th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent* 
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Deposition  of  E,  W,  ISoroUj  sealer  (muster), 

PELAaiC  SEALING. 
STATk   Kfjf    OALIFORNIA, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss: 

E.  W.  Soroii,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  by 
occupation  a  seaman.    I  reside  in  San  Francisco.    I 
was  in  the  North  Pacific  in  1888,  on  board  the  City  of     o?w  ^aA  Diego, 
San  JMef/o^  as  mate.    We  left  San  Francisco  in  Feb-  isss. 
ruary  and  fished  all  the  way  up  to  Kodiak  Island,     c^tch  of  seals. 
We  can  gilt  about  475  seals  and  about  40  otters.    To     Mostly  pregnailtfe- 
the  best  of  my  Judgment  the  greatest  portion  of  these  ™  estates- 
were  cows  heavy  with  young.    We  could  see  the  milk  running  out  of 
their  teats  when  they  were  skinned.    I  saw  pups  inside  of  the  seals 
that  we  cut,  and  we  saved  some  of  them  and  fed  them.    We  hunted 
with  sliotguns  and  rifies,  and  killed  most  of  the  seals 
when  they  were  asleej)  on  the  water,  and  we  only  got     Waste  of  life, 
about  one  out  of  Hvq  killed.    I  can  not  tell  the  sex  of  \^^^;!/^'^*  *«"  »®*  ^ 
the  wseal  in  the  water  unless  he  is  an  old  bull.      A 
hunter  will  blaze  away  at  anything  he  sees  in  the  water.    The  seals 
are   gradually  being  killed  oft*  bv  the  hunters,  and 
something  should  be  done  to  protect  them  and  stop  sa^!'*^*'''"  ''®''*'* 
the  killing  of  female  seals  or  they  will  soon  be  all  gone. 

E.  W.  SORON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  6th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[SEAL.J  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  Cyrus  Stephens^  sealer  (boat-puller). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco ^  ss, 

Cyrus  Stephens,  having  been  duly  sworn,  dep'^ses  and  says:   I  am 
working  at  calking  vessels  at  the  present  time.    I  was 
emi)l()ycd  on  sealing  vessels  in  the  North  Pacific  in     Exp^ncnce. 
1888  as  cabin  boy  and  boat-puller.     I  made  two  voy-  isss%%.whiti!im. 
ages   to   the  Kortli  Pacific;   first  in  the  City  of  San 
l)i('<)o  and  the  next  in  the  C.  6r.  White^  in  181)0.    We  left  here  with  the 
City  of  San  Diego  in  February  of  1888  and  arrived  in  the  Bering  Sea 
ill  June,  18SS.     As  soon  as  we  got  into  the  ocean  we 
coiniiuMMcd  shooting  seals  and  contuiued  shooting  all     f hoSiSV leailf  ^'^ 
the  way  up  to  tlie  Aleutian  Islands.    The  seals  became 
more  ])lentiful  as  we  were  going  north.    We  caught  about  050  seals 
(luring  tliat  voyage.    We  killed  a  portion  of  them  in  the  Bering  Sea. 
W(*  killed  one  large  bull  that  I  recollect,  and  the  rest 
w<'re  nearly  all  females  with  pup  or  mothers  giving  ,nJJ[,?'^*^JkSn '^'^'''°' ^®" 
milk.     An  ordinary  hunter  will  not  get  more  than  one      wastL*  of  life, 
seal  out  of  four  that  he  shoots  at,  and  not  more  than  ^JJer."'''  ^^^^   ^ 
one  out  of  two  that  he  kills,  and  sometimes  not  that. 
I  have  never  seen  any  young  pups  in  the  water.    I  do  not  think  they 
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breed  in  the  water.  I  never  saw  any  seals  on  the  land  as  we  went 
along  the  coast.  I  tliiiik  ou  the  lirst  voyage  when  I  was  in  the  San 
Diego  we  were  in  the  Bering  Sea  about  a  month  and  a  half,  but  when 
I  was  on  board  tlie  0.  (r.  White  we  did  not  go  in  tlie  Bering  Sea  at  all. 
I  do  not  know  what  distance  we  were  from  the  ishmds  of  St.  Paul  and 

St.  (jleorge.    I  do  not  know  much  about  the  particuhir 
bIctc^'  habits  of  the  seals  ex<*opt  tliat  they  go  north  in  summer 

and  south  in  winter.  1  think  the  seals  are  decreasing 
in  number  all  the  time,  because  tlicre  are  more  vessels  out  hunting  after 
them  and  are  killing  off  the  female  seals. 

Cyrus  Stephens. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  Apnl,  A.  I).  1892. 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Depositionfi  of  G,  SundvaU^  George  llall^  and  William  HvnHon^  sealers. 

rELA(JlC   SEALING. 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  the  24th  day  of  February,  1892,  at  my 
ollice,  4.)4  ( -alifornia  street,  in  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco, 
State  of  CaUfornia,  before  me,  Clement  Bennett  a  notary  public  in  ami 
for  said  city  and  county  of  San  Fran<*isco,  State  of  California,  duly 
appointed  ami  commissioned  to  administer  oaths,  personally  ap]ieared 
G.Sundvall,(ieorge  Ball,  and  William  Uenson,  who,  being  lirst  by  mo 
duly  sworn,  tcstilied  as  follows: 

Capt.  Ct.  Stndvall  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

The  Notary: 

Q.  What  is  your  namc^  age,   residence,   and  ocx^upation? — A.  My 

name  is  Cnstave  Siindvall;  I  am  37  years  of  age;  oc- 
Exiunomo.  cupatiou,  sca  captaiu,  aud  am  residing  at  present  at 

Oakland,  (^il. 
Q.  Are  you  a  citizen  of  the  United  States! — A.  I  am. 
ii.  What  State  are  you  a  resident  of? — A.  1  am  a  resident  of  the 
State  of  California. 
Q.  Have  you  been  engaged  in  cjitching  seals  in  the  Pacific  and  Ber- 
,  ,    .      ,.  ing  Sea,  and  for  how  long? — A.  I  have  been  engaged 

111  catching  seals  in  the  i*acilic  and  leering  Sea  for  a 
number  of  years, 
Q.  Do  you  know  of  what  sex  the  seals  were  that  you  have  t4)ken  in 

the  Bering  Sca  ? — A.  Females. 
...    ,  ^  -        Q.  What  percentage  of  the  skins  voii  have  taken  were 

mui.H.  '  COWS? — A.  About  IM)  per  <*ent  or  more. 

(i.  What   piMcentage  of  the  cows  vou  liave  taken 
^Two.thir,i»proj:.  ^^.^.j.^.  ^^.j^^^  pm^?— A.  Well,  1  should  judge  about  two- 
thirds,  anyhow. 
(J.  When  does  sealing  commence  in  the  Pacific,  aud 
SoaiiT.-8ia«o,,.        when  docs  it  end  :'— A.  It  begins  the  1st  of  January-, 

up  to  about  the  1st  of  July. 
i}.  When  does  sealing  commence*  in  the  Bering  Sea,  and  what  date 
does  it  (»iMi  ? — A.  From  the  loth  of  July  until  the  1st  of  November. 
Q.  What  percentage  of  seals  are  taken  compared  to  those,  you  destroy 
WflMioof  lif,.  "*  doing  so;  in  other  words,  how  many  do  you  actually 

get  out  of  those  you  shoot? — A.  1  guess  we  get  hardly 
two- thirds  of  wliat  we  shoot. 
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Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact- that  when  you  first  started  in  tlie  business,  and 
was  inexi)erieneed  in  hunting,  that  you,  Hke  all  other  beginners,  de- 
stroyed a  much  larger  proportion  than  you  do  now? — A.  It  is. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  you  shoot  at  mostly  asleep  on  the  wat  t  or  awake,  and 
if  awake,  do  you  shoot  at  them  while  breeching? — A.  Yes,  sir;  if  they 
are  breaching  I  generally  shoot  at  them,  but  if  they  are  sleei)ing  I  gener- 
ally take  them  at  first  while  asleep,  of  course. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  seals  born  in  the  water,  and  is  it  your  opinion 
that  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be  born  in  the  water! —     ^, , . 
A.  it  IS  nnpossible  for  seals  to  be  born  m  the  water. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  jilace  where  seals  land  out- 
side of  the  seal  islandsf— A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  i^ianl,";^  ^^^^^    ^" 
])la(e;  no,  sir. 

Q,  Has  there  been  any  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  seals  as  com- 
pared to  previous  years? — A.  There  has  been  a  de-       ^^  . 
crease ;  from  the  time  I  started  sealing  I  guess  there  has         ^^♦^'■eaao. 
been  a  decrease  of  25  per  cent. 

Q.  If  there  is  a  decrease,  to  what  do  you  attribute  it? — A.  On  account 
of  so  much  extermiimtion  and  hunting  by  the  seal-hunters. 

Q.  Do  the  pups  perish  with  the  cows  that  you  kill  ? —     ^^    ^ 
A.  The  pups   always  perish  with  the  cows  that  are       "^* 
killiMl;  yes,  sir. 

(i.  Is  it  your  opinion  if  sealing  continues  unrestricted  that  they  will 
be  soon  exterminated? — A.  It  is  my  opinion  that  if 
sealing  continues  as  usual  they  will  be  soon  extermi-   ,nh,out!™'°'^*^*'*°  """ 
nated,  and  not  before  a  great  while,  either. 

(J.  I  n  your  opinion  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  the  cows  in  the 
Bering  Sea  to  prevent  the  herd  from  being  exterminated?  If  so,  for 
what  months  in  the  vear? — A.  It  is  absolutely  neces-      ,,   ,    .. 

..,,  ".  ,,  ^ii-  rrot<5ctiun    neces- 

sary to  prot(»ct  the  cows,  m  order  to  prevent  seals  being  sary. 

exterminated,  from  the  1st  of  July  up  to  the  1st  of     ^.. 

XT  I  •'  *.  Close  80«MOQ. 

rioveniber. 

Q,  Do  you  generally  shoot  seals  with  a  rifie  or  a  shotgun,  and  if  the 
Jatter,  witli  buckshot  or  fine  shot? — A.  I  generally  shoot  them  with  a 
shotgnn  loaded  with  buckshot  if  asleep;  if  awake  we  generally  shoot 
tluMn  witli  a  rifle. 

Q.  Judging  by  the  direction  that  seals  were  traveling  during  your 
experience,  where  do  ycm  supi)Ose  was  their  destination? — A.  I  can  not 
tell  their  destination,  but  I  should  judge  they  went 
son  til  in  the  fall  from  15  to  500  miles  offshore,  and  in         ^^*  "*^' 
the  sj)ring  they  travel  to  the  northward  from  5  to  100  miles  offshore. 

Q.  In  order  to  preserve  the  seals,  do  you  think  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  stop  all  killing  in  the  water  of  the  Bering  Sea? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
think  it  absolntely  nece.ssary,  in  order  to  protect  the 
seals,  to  stop  all  killing  of  cows  in  the  Bering  Sea?  tio^^ieclt^^^^^^ 

Q.  Do  yon  tliink  of  anything  else  that  is  of  value  in 
regaicl  to  tliis  seal  ([uestion,  that  I  have  not  asked  you;  anything  you 
wonld  like  to  say;  you  can  give  your  opiiuon  about  it. — A.  I  liave  no 
more  to  say  than  what  1  have  already  said. 

Capt.  Gust  AVE  Sundvall. 


Capt.  George  Ball,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

The  N"oTAUY: 
Q.  What  is  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  occupa-  ^«oa'«B«i".»oftcap. 
tion!^\.  My  naine  is  George  Ball;  age, 42;  residence 

1>710_YOL  II 31 
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at  present,  San  Francisco,  CaL;  occupation,  master  ani't  hunter  of 
seals. 

Q.  Are  you  a  citizen  ot*  tlio  llnilod  Stsites? — A.  1  am. 

Q.  What  State  are  you  a  resident  of? — A.  I  am  a  native  of  Connec- 
ticut and  a  resident  of  the  Stat<5of  California  for  the  hist  twenty-seven 
years. 

Q.  Have  you  been  enfi:a^ed  in  catching  seals  in  the  Pivcilic  and  Ber- 

Pcia  icseaiin'        ^^^  *^^'^^  '*^^^^^  ^^^  ^*^^^^  loug? — A.  1  havc  bccu  engaged 
c  agic  sea  in;;.       ^^^  sealing  ill  tlic  Puciiic  juid  Bering  Sea  olf  and  on  for 

a  number  of  years  past;  constantly  during  the  sealing  season  for  the 
hist  few  years. 

Q.  J)o  you  know  of  what  s(»x  the  seals  were  that  you  have  taken  in 
the  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea! — A.  Yes;  1  have  taken  both  male  and  fe- 
male seals,  but  1  sui>i)ose  the  greater  per  cent  that  I 

^inoty  per  cent  fe-    ^^^^  ^,^^^^^   ^.^^^^jj   ^^    .^^^^^^^    y^    ^^^^   ^.^^^  fcUialCS,    OF 

even  more, 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  skins  you  have  tiiken  were  cows? — A. 
About  90  per  cent,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  bulls  are  not  migra- 
tive. 

Q.  What  i>ercentage  of  the  cows  you  have  taken  w^ere  with  pupT — 

se  1  all  re  nant   ^'  -^^^^^^^  ^^  P^**  ^'^''^^  ^^  *^'^  COWS  taken  wcre  with 
ear  y    pregnan  .  ^^^^  ^  there  may  bc  oiic  ill  a  hundred  that  is  either  with- 
out pup  or  has  Inid  one. 
Q.  When  does  sciiling  commence  in  the  Pacific,  and  when  does  it 

end? — A.  Sealing  j)ractii!ally  commences  there  in  Jan- 
s©a  ing season.        uary,  aiid  it  practically  ends  betwe^iii  the  lioth  of  tFune 
and  the  5th  of  «Tuly.    Tlie  latest  i  ever  hunted  was  about  the  5th  of 
July,  and  with  very  indifferent  sutjcess. 

Q.  When  does  sealing  commence  in  the  Bering  Sea,  and  what  dato 
does  it  end? — A.  Sealing  commences  in  tiie  Heiing  Sea  about  the  5tli . 
of  July  and  ends  in  November,  with  heavy  weather;  that  is,  it  is  ended 
about  October  or  the.  last  of  November  by  reason  of  the  bad  weiither 
not  permitting  any  hunting  of  seals. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  seals  are  taken  compared  to  those  you  destroy 
in  doing  so;  in  other  words,  how  many  do  you  actually  get  out  of  those 

you  shoot? — A.  If  we  get  three  seals  out  of  every  five 
Waste  of  life.         ^^^  consider  it  doing  very  good  work,  and  so  I  believe 
do  all  hunters,  even  the  best  of  the  hunters. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  you  first  started  in  the  business  and 
was  inexperienced  in  hunting  that  y(m,  like  all  other  beginners,  de- 
stroytnl  a  much  larger  ]>roportion  than  you  do  now! — A.  Undoubtedly 
we  did  destroy  a  much  larger  jiroportion  than  we  do  now. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  you  shoot  at  mostly  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake; 
and,  if  awake,  do  you  shot)t  at  tiiem  wiiile  breeching? — A.  Mostly  they 
are  asleep,  especially  whiles  they  have  their  pups;  but  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  shooting  done  while  they  aie  awake  and  breeching,  but  with 
less  chance  of  getting  them,  to  be  sure. 
Q.  Uave  you  ever  seen  any  seals  born  in  the  water,  and  is  it  your 

opinion  that  it  is  possible  tor  them  to  be  born  in  the 

Not  bom  in  water,  ^^ter?— A.  No,  sir;  tluy  are  not  like  se^i-otter,  they 

being  born  in  the  water.    A  seal  is  just  as  helpless  in  the  water,  until 

they  are  about  six  weeks  or  two  months  old,  as  a  child. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  place  where  seals  land  outside  of  the  seal 

islands? — A.  The  seals  are  found  only  on  certain  is- 
itUmdL     **°  ^  **°  lands,  where  they  migrate  from  year  to  year  for  the 

purpose  of  breeding,  throwing  their  pups. 
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Q.  Has  there  been  any  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  seals  as  compared 
to  previous  years? — A.  There  has  been  a  decided  de- 
crease.   Vessels  tliat  used  to  get  with  experienced     ^^^®<^"**^- 
hunters  3,000  or  4,000  in  a  season,  now  get  with  experienced  hunters 
less  than  half  of  that  number. 

Q.  To  what  do  you  attribute  tliat  decrease? — A.  I 
attribute  the  decrease  to  the  indiscriminate  slaughter     indiscriminate 

,.  ,,  ,  '^  killing. 

ol  the  seals. 

Q.  Do  the  pups  perish  with  the  cows  that  you 
kill  ?— A.  Certainly,  they  do.  ^"^^  ^^*- 

Q.  Is  it  your  ojiinion,  if  f^ealing  continues  unrestricted,  that  they 
will  soon  be  exterminated  ? — A.  They  will,  in  my  opinion,  not  be  entirely 
exterminated  should  sealing  continue  there  as  usual,  but  it  will  make 
the  business  of  seal  catching  so  unprofitiible  that  no  one  will  desire  to 
engage  in  it,  I  think. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  the  cows  in 
in  the  Bering  Sea,  to  prevent  the  herd  from  being  ex- 
terminated*   If  so,  for  what  months  in  the  year?— A.  »ar™*^**''"  °®''*"' 
It  is  my  opinion  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  pro- 
tect the  cows  in  the  Bering  Sea  during  the  entire  year  for  a  period  of 
years. 

Q.  Do  you  generally  shoot  seals  with  a  rifle  or  shotgun,  and  if  the 
latter,  with  buckshot  or  fine  shot? — A.  We  use  both,  but  principally 
with  a  shotgun  loaded  with  No.  2  shot,  heavy  buckshot. 

Q.  Judging  by  the  direction  that  seals  were  traveling  during  your 
experience,  where  do  you  suppose  was  their  destina< 
tion? — A.  In  the  full  of  the  year  they  leave  their  rook-         ^*  '*^"' 
cries  and  travel  to  a  warmer  climate,  traveling  from  5  miles  to  100  miles 
offshore. 

Q.  Do  you  think  of  anything  else  that  is  of  value  in  regard  to  this 
seal  question  that  I  have  not  asked  you,  and  if  any- 
thing you  would  like  to  say,  you  can  give  your  opinion   tiJi"5J2Ji8a*ry.^'^**°' 
about  it^ — A.  Well,  I  think  it  is  proper  for  the  interests 
of  sealing  in  those  waters  that  the  Government  should  take  immediate 
action  in  the  protection  of  seals  in  the  Bering  Sea. 

Geo.  Ball. 


William  Henson,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testi-     _„,,     „ 

^     ,  ^  ,,  7  o  .7  7  William  Hens  on 

fied  as  follows :  sealer. 

The  Notary: 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  oc<*.upation? — A.  My 
name  is  William  Henson  j  lam  30  years  old;  I  reside  in  this  city;  1 
have  been  occupied  in  seal  hunting  for  about  eight  years. 

Q.  Are  you  a  citizen  of  the  United  States? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  State  aie  you  a  resident  of? — A.  The  Stjite  of  California. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  what  sex  the   seals  were  that     ^^^    ^    ^^^^ 
you  have  taken  in  the  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea! — ^A.  males  takSS^^"* 
Two  thirds  of  them  are  females. 

Q,  What  percentage  of  the  skins  you  have  taken  were  cows? — A. 
Two  thirds,  I  should  say. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  cows  you  have  taken  were  with  pup? — 
A.  At  least  (JO  per  cent  were  with  pup. 

Q.  When  does  sealing  commence  in  the  Pai^iflc  and     geaiing  sea^m. 
when  does  it  end? — A.  Sealing  commences  in  the  Pa- 
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ciflc  about  tlie  Ist  of  January  and  ends  about  the  last  of  June. 

Q.  When  does  sealing  eoninience  in  the  Bering  Sea  and  when  does 
it  end? — A.  It  coranieuces  in  the  Bering  Sea  about  the  1st  of  July  and 
ends  about  the  1st  of  November. 
Q.  What  percentage  of  seals  are  taken  compared  with  those  you  de- 
stroy in  doing  so;  in  other  words,  how  many  do  you 
Waste  of  life.  actually  get  out  of  those  you  shoot?— A.  We  get  about 

two-thirds  of  those  we  shoot. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  you  first  started  in  the  business  and 
was  inexperienced  in  hunting,  that  you,  like  all  other  beginners,  de- 
stroyed a  nnich  larger  proportion  than  you  now  do? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  you  shoot  at  mostly  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake; 
and  if  awake,  do  you  shoot  at  them  while  breeching? — A.  We  take 
the  sleepers  tirst,  and  we  also  shoot  at  theiu  while  breeching. 
Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  seals  born  in  the  water,  and  is  it  your 

opinion  that  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be  born  in  the 
seaia  not  born  in     water? — A.  I  think  it  impossible  for  seals  to  be  born 

in  the  water. 

^    ,    ,       . ,    ,       Q.  Do  you  know  of  anv  i>lace  where  seals  land,  out- 
Land  oniv  ou  iHianus.    .  ^^      ,<,  .j^  I'lJlB^ATl  i.  ~* 

Side  ot  the  seal  islands? — A.  I  do  not;  no  sir. 
Q.  lias  there  been  any  de(*rease  in  the  quantity  of  seals  as  compared 

to  previous  years? — A.  1  think    there    has    been   a 
DecreaBe.  dci^reasc  of  scals  as  compared  to  i)revious  years  of 

about  25  per  cent  or  more. 
Q.  If  there  is  a  decrease,  to  what  <lo  you  attribute  it? — ^A.  I  attribute 
it  to  the  extermination  by  inexperienced  hunters. 

Q.  Do  the  pups  jierish  with  the  cows  that  you  kill? — 
Pu,«*io8t.  ^    Yes,  sir;  they  do. 

Q.  Is  it  your  opinion  if  sealing  continues  unrestricted  that  they  will 
be  soon  exterminated. — A.  1  am  of  that  opinion;  yes,  sir. 
Q.  Jn  your  opinion,  is  it  absolut(*ly  necessary  to  protect  the  cows  in 

the  Bering  Sea  to  i)revent  the  hcjrd  from  being  exter- 
proteition  necea-  „ii,iated ;   if  SO,  for  wliat  mouths  in  the  year?— A.  I 

think  it  ne<'essary  to  protect  the  cows  in  the  Bering  Sea 
from  the  first  of  July  to  the  last  of  November,  in  order  to  protect 
them  from  being  exterminated. 

Q.  Do  you  generally  shoot  seals  with  a  rifle  or  shotgun,  and  if  the  lat- 
ter, with  buckshot  or  line  shot? — A.  We  generally  shoot  the  sesils  with 
bu<'kshot  if  we  are  ch)se  enough;  if  not,  we  shoot  them  with  a  rifle. 
Q.  Judging  by  the  dire<;tion  tliat  seals  were  traveling  in  the  spring 
^^  ^.^^^^  of  the  year  during  your  experience,  where  do  you  sup- 

^^^^ '""  pose  was  their  destination? — A.  They  go  north  during 

the  sx)ring  of  the  year. 

William  Benson. 


State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss: 

I,  Clement  Bennett,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  city  and  county, 
do  liereb}  certify  that  the  witnesses  in  the  foregoing  depositions  named 
were  by  me  duly  sworn  to  testify  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  noth- 
ing but  the  truth;  that  said  depositions  were  reduced  to  writing^  and 
when  completed  were  carefully  read  to  said  witnesses  and  subscribed 
in  my  presence. 
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In  witness  wlioreof  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  af- 
fixed my  seal  of  oflice,  this  25th  day  of  February,  1892. 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Depositioyi  of  Z,  L.  Tannery  Commander^  U.  8,  Navy. 

HABITS. 

Z.  L.  Tanner,  being  duly  sworn,  de[>oses  and  saith :  I  am  a  Lieutenaut- 
Coininander  in  the  United  States  Navy,  commanding  ^^  ^^^^^^ 
the  Fisli  Commission  ^tcamev  Albatross,  I  have  made  ^p®^*'"*'® 
five  cruises  in  Ahiskan  waters,  embracing  the  entire  region  from  Fort 
Tongiiss  to  the  Kuskokwim  liiver,  including  the  eastern  portion  of 
Berinj*-  Sea.  I  have  never  seen  and  have  no  knowledge  ^^  .  ,  ,  - 
ol'  any  fur-seal  rookeries  in  the  region  other  than  those  rookeries  eUewhere 
on  the  Tribilof  Islands,  and  have  never  seen  fur-seals  {anSg""  i*ribiiof  la- 
in any  great  abundance  save  on  and  near  said  islands. 

Z.  L.  Tanner, 
Lieutenant' Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  20th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murbay, 
•    United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Depositiim  of  W.  Thomas,  master  manner. 

PELAGIC  SEAXING. 

W.  Thomas,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 'says:  I  am  a  seaman  by 
occu[)ati()n  and  at  present  captain  of  the  steamer  Elsie.    Previous  to 
taking  command  of  the  Elsie  1  was  in  command  of  the  steamer ^iTaWu A: 
doing  business  in  Alaska  most  of  that  time.    The  hun- 
ters   follow    the  seal  from    south  of  San  Fran<dsco,      ^»p«ri«nce- 
where  tln^y  begin  to  take  them  in  February  until  they 
ent<;r  Bering  Sea.    The  seal  are  constantly  on  the  ad-     Migration, 
vance  up  the  coast  from  the  time  they  first  apiM»ar. 
The  white  hunters  use  shotguns  altogether  for  taking  seal.    I  have 
always  understood  that  3.'5  ])er  cent  of  seals  shot  with  shotguns  are 
lost.    Hunters  use  no  discrimination  in  kilHng  seal,  but     ,  „    . 

k-ii  .\  '  xiA  -,  xi^T.x  11  InniHcriiiimate  kill- 

ill  everything  that  comes  near  the  boat,  regardless  ing. 

of  sex.     1  have  hc^ird  that  seal  have  been  decreasing  the     Decrease 

last  tew  yt^ars,  raused,  1   think,  by  pelagic  sealing. 

Have  nev(M'  known  any  pups  being  born  in  the  wat«r     No  pelagic  Wrth. 

or  on  th(*  land  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  outside  of  the 

J'lihilot*  Islands,     I  have  never  known  myself  of  fur-     seaidonot 

s<'al  hanling  uj)  (ni  the  coast  of  Alaska  outside  of  the  oncoa«t°**  °*"  °^ 

Pribilof  Islands, but  have  heard  there  were  a  few  one 

season  haiiledonOumnak  Island.  I  think  that  all  pehigic     ProtecUoa. 

Imnting  should  be  stopped  for  a  few  years  to  give  the 

seal  a  chance  to  increase. 

W.  Thomas. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  30th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  Slates  Treasury  Agent 
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Affidavit  of  Adolph  W.  Thompson^  sealer  (mate). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  as : 

Adolpli  W.  Thompson,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  1 

reside  in  San  Fran<*isco.    My  occnpation  is  that  of  a 
Experience.  niastcr  mariner.    1  went  sealing  in  18D0,  when  I  w«« 

Aiiu  Alger,  1890.       mate  of  the  A  Uie  AUjer.    We  sailed  from  Seattle  iu  the 
Sealing  utf  coa.st.      hitter  part  ol'  Jannary,  and  sealed  off  the  (;oast  dn til 
July,  and  then  entered  the  Bering  Sea.    The  eatch  that  season  along 
_  .     I  „  ..    c^     the  coast  was  DO  per  cent  females,  and  the  gi*eater  pro- 

I>ortion  ot  them  were  females  in  pnp.  We  entered  the 
Bering  Sea  alxmt  the  middle  of  Jnly,  and  we  got  abont  1,600  seflls 
there.  That  was  the  best  cati^h  of  the  whole  fleet  for  that  season,  the 
total  catch,  I  think,  being  about  2,000.    Those  we  killed  in  the  Bering 

Sea  were  mostly  females  in  milk.  We  never  went 
n£ukSn^'"'*"*^'^^*  nearer  to  the  islands  than  between  25  and  30  miles. 

W^e  killed  most  of  them  while  they  were  going  to  or 
_.    ,  .  .  returning  from  the  fishing  banks.    ^Ve  used  mostly 

shotguns  ni  killing  seals.  We  carried  rifles,  but  did 
not  use  them  inu(*h.  The  most  of  the  seals  that  we  killed  were  iusleep  on 
the  water.  The  female  seal  has  more  curiosity  than  the  male  seal.  We 
cat-ch  more  seals  alter  two  or  three  days  of  rough  weather,  because 
they  are  tired,  and  when  it  is  calm  the  next  day  they  are  tired  and  lie 
asleep  on  the  wat(5r.  We  had  seven  boats  on  the  Allie  AJ^fer^  each  boat 
having  three  men,  a  l)oat-i)uller,  a  steerer,  and  hunter. 
In  1891 1  went  out  in  the  schooner  C.  11.  White.    We  left  here  about 

the  5th  of  February,  and  sealed  along  the  coast  and 
s»Sii^*off  Jiailt.^*^^''  ^^^*^  not  enter  the  Bering  Sea  that  season.    We  caught 

about  138  seals,  and  a  large  ]>r()portion  of  them  were 
females  with  young  ones  in  them.  They  were  not  nearly 
as  plentitul  that  s(»ason  as  tlu^y  were  in  1800.  The  best 
hunter  will  fire  about  twenty  cartridges,  and  they  get 
^^"'"'®'  ten  or  twelve  seals,  while  a  hunter  of  less  experience 

will  lire  one  hundred  rounds  and  get  notliiiig,  but  will  wound  and  dis- 
able them.     If  a  seal  is  shot  <lead  he  will  sink  at  once. 

lose  them.     The  object  i^  to  wound  them  so  that  they  will  flo])  amnnd 

on  the  water.    On  mv  f^rst  vovage  1  think  mc  got  two 
w:whM.f  life.  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^.^^j.^,  ^j^,^  ^^^.^-^  ^^.^  ]i\\]ei\.    That  does  not  take 

into  consideration  the  unborn  pup,  or  the  ]mp  of  the  mother  that  dien 
on  the  r<M)kery.  I  have  taken  unborn  ])U])s  from  tlieir  mothers  and  fed 
them  on  t'ondensed  milk,  and  kept  them  for  quite  a  time.  I  refer  to 
cases  where  the  mother  is  about  ready  to  deliver  her  i)up.  I  am  satis- 
fled  from  my  ex])erieiice  that  thev  must  protect  the 
j^.ttKJtion  nccea-  „^,j^]„  jjj  Bering  Sea.    U  not  they  will  soon  be  killed 

off.  It  may  also  be  nec(»ssary  to  protect  them  in  the 
North  Pacific,  for  the  catch  in  those  watcirs  are  nearly  all  females 
carrying  their  young. 

A.  W.  Thompson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  A])ril,  A.  D.  1892. 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public 
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Deposition  of  Francis  Tuttle^  lieutenant^  United  States  Revenue  Marine. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss: 

Francis  Tattle,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a 
first  lieutenant  in   the  United   States  lievenue- Cutter  Service,  and 
l!av(»    been    an    otticer  in  that    service   for  the  last 
thirtiH'n  years.    Am  at  present  in  command  of  the  rev-     Kxporience. 
eiiue  cutter  Hartley  at  Sau  Francisco.    1  made  cruises 
to  the  Bering  Sea  in  the  United  States  Revenue  steamer  i2if«/t  during 
the  years  1888-'89  and  1890.   During  the  sealing  season  w.  b  i 

of  1888  the  Rush  cruised  in  Bering  Sea  and  made  fre-  soa."**°^        ^^  ^ 
queut  st<)])pages  at  the  seal  islands. 

r  hatl  an  excellent  opportunity  to  observe  some  of  the  seal  rookeries 
during  my  first  visit  to  the  islands,  and  spent  much  time  in  studying 
the  habits  of  tlie  seals,  both  on  the  rookeries  and  in  the  adjacent 
waters.  I  was  particularly  impressed  with  the  great  numbers  to  be 
seen  both  on  land  and  in  the  water.  During  the  summer  of  1889  the 
Rush  was  so  actively  engaged  cruising  in  pursuit  of  vessels  engaged 
in  illegal  sealing  that  our  anchorages  off  the  seal  rookeries  that  season 
were  short  and  infrequent;  hence  I  did  not  have  the  opportunity  to 
observe  them  as  closely  on  land  as  the  preceding  year. 

During  1890  the  Rush  was  not  engaged  in  preventing  sealing  outside 
i}\Q  shore  limit,  and  we  spent  much  time  in  full  view  of  the  seal  rook- 
erics  and  cruising  about  the  seal  islands,  and  I  also  made  frequent 
visits  to  the  breeding  grounds. 

The  deserted  appearance  of  the  rookeries  and  the  absence  of  seals  in 
tlic  water  was  very  noticeable  and  was  a  matter  of  gen- 
eral remark  among  the  officers  of  the  vessel,  who  had       ©c^wiae. 
been  on  the  former  cruises.    Very  large  trai'ts  of  the  rookeries  which  I 
had  formerly  seen  occupied  by  the  seals  were  entirely  deserted,  and  the 
herds  were  much  smaller  than  those  of  1888.     My  attention  was  also 
called,  by  those  conversant  with  the  facts,  to  the  grass  growing  on  the 
inshore  side  of  some  of  the  rookeries,  and  to  the  three  different  shades 
of  grass  to  be  seen,  indicating  the  spaces  that  had  not 
been  occu])icd  by  the  seals  for  several  years,  owing  to  ,1^^^".^®*^®*^™*°^ 
their  (liminishe(l  number,  the  darker  shade  showed 
where  the  growth  first  commenced,  and  a  lighter  shade  for  each  succeed- 
ing year.     There  were  three  or  four  differently  shaded  growths,  reach- 
ing down  to  the  sand  of  the  rookeries,  and  on  that  portion  of  the  rook- 
eries occupied  by  seals  they  were  not  lying  near  as  compact  as  in  1888. 

In  onr  fVecpient  passages  during  1890,  between  the  Aleutian  group 
and  tli(^  seal  islands,  we  sometimes  made  an  entire  passage  without 
seeing  a  seal.  This  wjis  entirely  different  from  the  experience  of  the 
])i(;ceding  years,  indicatnig  a  great  falling  off  of  seal  life. 

1  have  observed  and  learned  that  crews  of  vessels  engaged  in  seal- 
ing kill  all  kinds  without  regard  to  age,  sex,  or  condi- 
tion. I  have  seen  among  the  skins  taken  from  vessels  j^^ndiHcriminate  kiu- 
we  liave  seized,  bull  skins  which  I  was  told  by  experts 
were  comparatively  worthless,  others  so  small  as  to  be  classed  as  pup 
skins.  Among  the  Indian  crews  of  the  Vancouver  Island  sealing- 
vessels,  1  have  seen  the  skins  of  unborn  pup  seal;  being  of  no  com- 
mercial value,  the  crews  were  allowed  to  keep  them.  These  unborn 
pups  had  been  taken  from  female  seals  killed  while  coming  up  the  west 
coast  of  North  America. 
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In  my  converRatioii  with  men  eng^aged  in  seal-bunting  in  the  ox)en 
water  of  tlie  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea,  1  have  not  been  able  to 
get  snfficient  information  to  form  a  reliable  estimate  of  the  average 
number  saved  out  of  tlie  total  number  shot,  nor  of  the  percentage  of 
females  killed. 

As  a  rule,  hunters  are  extremely  reticent  about  giving  information 

on  the  subject  to  ofticers  of  the  (iovernment,  but  from  the  well-knowu 

fact  that  tiie  female  seal  is  much  more  easily  approached  than  the  male 

„  ^,  ^     ,    ,  ,     and  sleeps  more  fre(|uentlv  on  the  water  and  is  less 

active  when  carrying  her  ycmng,  1  have  no  doubt  that 
the  female  is  the  one  that  is  being  killed  by  the  hunter. 

Francois  Tuttle. 

Subsci'i])ed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  15th  day  of  Ajnil,  A.  D. 

181  Hi. 

[SEAL.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  M,  L,  Wanhlmrn^  furrier. 

pelagic   SEALINa. 

State  of  Calteounia, 

(Jit If  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  fts  : 

M.  L.  Washburn,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Ire- 
side  at  West  Randolph,  Vt.,  but  s])end  most  of  my  time 
ExIM'^i.llcr^  Oil  the  scmtli  slioios  of  Alaska.    My  occupation  is  that 

of  a  fur-dealer.  I  have  been  in  Alaska  for  thirteeu 
years;  and  for  the  last  five  years  have  been  traveling  in  the  early  sum- 
mer moiiMis  of  each  year,  buying  furs  from  Kodiak  Island  east  to  Prince 
Williams  Sound  west;  occasionally  I  made  trips  as  far  east  as  Yakutat 

]^ii  rition  ^^'^•^'  *^"*^  '^'^  ^**^  y^'i-'i^t  as  Chignic  Bay.    The  seals  appear 

*^^" '""  in  these  waters  lat-i*-  in  Ai)ril  and  increase  in  numbers 

until  the  latter  part  of  May,  anil  then  gradually  decrease  in  numbers 
until  about  the  ir»th  of  July,  when  they  all  disappear.  I  annually  visit 
nearly  all  the  settlements  in  this  region,  and  many  of  the  uninhabited 
islands,  and  have  never  sccmi,  and  in  conversation  with  the  vanoiis 

tribes  of  natives  have  never  lieard  of  fur-seals  hauling 
cisi.""*  '"'^"^  "^'  **"  ^^**  shore  of  the  mainlands  or  the  islands  in  this  dis- 
trict, either  for  bree<ling  or  ti'inporary  resting  place, 
since  my  resilience*  in  Alaska,  and  in  only  one  case  have  I  heard  of  a 
young  \m\)  fur  seal  being  i\)\\iu\  in  the  waters  of  this  district.  A  single 
pup  seal  was  found  last  year  near  ^larnot  Island  by  a  hunter  who  had 
be<M!  for  years  engaged  in  hunting,  and  this  was  the  only  case  that  had 
ever  nmu^  to  his  knowledge.  And  I  would  say  in  this  connection  that 
all  the  small  islands  are  visited  during  the  summer  by  native  hunting 
jiarties;  and  they  informed  me  that  they  n(»ver  had  found  any  fur-seals 
on  shore.  Five  years  ago  it  was  a  common  occurrence  to  sail  past  large 
numbers  of  fur  s<»als:  many  times  we  found  th(»m  asleep  on  the  water, 

and  thev  were  not  easilv  frightened  at  the  presence  of 

a  vessel,  but  for  the  last,  two  years  the  seals  have  been 

nu»re  scatteiing,  fewer  in  numbers  and  much  more  shy. 

The  sealing  schooners  a]>pear  soon  after  the  first  appearance  of  the 

Pol  r  „o.  li  seal,  and  a  xmrtion  of  them  remain  in  these  waters 

ra^Mcsoa  nR.       ||,^^i]  early  in  July,  when  they  sail  to  the  westunurd 

toward  Bering  Sea. 
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From  conversation  with  the  hunters  I  learn  tliat  they  follow  the  seals 
to  within  a  few  miles  of  shore,  and  hunt  them  at  times  in  the  mouth  of 
the  large  bays.  Some  of  the  principal  sealing  grounds  in  this  region 
are  but  a  few  miles  off  the  islands,  inlets,  and  harbors  on  this  coast.  In 
1891  a  large  number  of  the  sealers  transferred  their  catch  j^^ube  isoi 
to  the  English  vessel  Danube  in  Alitak  Bay,  Kodiak  "  ' 
Island,  to  be  transported  to  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  before  going 
west  to  the  Bering  Sea. 

In  pur(*hasing  fur-seals  from  hunters  I  have  noticed  that  not  less 
than  75  per  cent  of  tlie  catch  taken  previous  to  May 
25  are  female  seals;  and  from  the  development  of  the  m^es ukSlS!^''"*  ^^ 
teat  on  the  skin   were  evidently  females  with    pup. 
After  that  the  catch  is  mostly  young  seals;  and  I  paid     p^  g  taken 
most  attention  to  the  sex.    I  had  in  my  employ  men       "^" 
who  are  old  seal-hunters,  and  who  were  formerly  en- 
gaged in  tlr.it  business,  and,  they  have  often  told  me     waste  of  ufe. 
that  they  lost  at  least  two  out  of  eveiy  three  they 
killed,  and  that  the  seals  are  not  nearly  so  plentiful  as 
they  were  five  or  six  years  ago. 

In  my  journeys  in  these  waters  I  have  noticed  that  seals  are  much 
less  plentiful  than  when  I  first  went  there  live  years  ago,  and  that  the 
decrease  has  been  very  marked  in  tlie  hist  two  years; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  caused  by  the  killing  i^^^^ung!^^  ^  ^^ 
of  female  seals  hi  the  water,  and,  if  continued,  will  cer- 
tainly end  in  their  ext-ermination. 

M.  L.  Washburn. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  6th  day  of  April,  1892. 
[SKAL.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public, 


Deposition  of  Michael  White j  scaler  (master). 

HABITS. — PELAaiO   SEALING 

State  of  California, 

Citi/  and  Comity  of  San  Francisco j  ss: 

Michael  White,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  50  years 
of  ag(».     1  reside  in  East  Oakhmd.    My  occupation  is 
master  mariner,  and  1  have  been  so  engaged  for  twenty-     Experience, 
seven  yea  IS,  olf  and  on.    I  have  been  engaged  in  seal- 
Imntin.i;  dnring  the  years  1885,  188G,  1887,  1888,  and  1889,  in  the  North 
l*a<ilic  and  Bering  Sea.    I  first  went  out  in  1885  in  the  schooner  City 
of  SfUf  />/V7/o,  chartered  by  myself  and  others,  and  my 
(•ateli  lor  that  year  was  between  2,300  and  2,400  seals.  ^^^^  'i^^""  ^^''' 
( )!*  tliat  nninber  about  1,900  were  caught  in  the  Bering 
S<'a.    Thcie  were  but  very  few  vessels  sealing  at  that  gj^"^*°^  ^  Bering 
time.    In  isso  1  was  nnister  of  the  schooner  Terese^ 
sailin.u  from  San  Francisco  on  the  2d  day  of  February,      ^'''***'  ^^^' 
and  conMneneed  capturing  seals  on  the  coast  of  California,  and  fol- 
lowed tlieni  fiom  that  date  north  into  the  Bering  Sea.    We  caught 
tlieni  from  5  to  00  miles  off  the  coast.    I  entered  the    ^,^^    ^      ^ 
r>erin^  Sea  on  the  Gth  day  of  June,  1880,  and  previous  °^^  *^**" ' 

to  that  time  had  caught  about  800  seals.    Then  I    ^^^^^red  Bering se.. 
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sealed  in  the  Boring  Sea  from  that  time  U^  tlie  28th  of  Angust,  caught 

about  2,200  more,  the  whole  cat<ih  being  3,000  for  the  year.    In  1887  I 

Louu Fairfield  1B87  ^^®  master  of  the  seliooner  Lottie  Fairfield^  sailing 

»«**'■  ^  '      •  from  gan  Francisco  on  or  about  the  17th  day  of  March, 

and  worked  northward  to  the  Bering  Sea,  and  captured 

Entered  BeriDg  Sea.  333  g^^^^g     j  ^^^^^  entered  tlic  Bering  Sea  about  the  6th 

of  July,  cruising  there  until  the  20th  day  of  August,  and  took  2,/>17 
seals  more,  the  whole  catch  biding  »S,400  lor  tlie  year. 

In  1888  I  took  the  sch(K)ner  Undaunted  on  a  fishing  and  sealing  voy- 
age, leaving  here  on  or  about  thc^  20tli  of  March,  and  <Tuised  in  the 

North  Pacific  uj)  totlic  island  of  Kodiak,  capturing 400 

^Undaunted,    1888.     ^^,.^|^  ^^^  ^  ^j,^  7^]^  ^|.^^.  ^^^  j^,j^^      j  ^||^|    ^^^^^   ^,^^^^    ^^^ 

Bering  Sea  that  year.     1  did  the  same  in  1880,  my  trip 
being  the  same  as  in  1888,  and  my  capture  of  seals  was  about  the  same. 
I  then  quit  sealing,  and  1  am  now  engaged  in  trading  witli  the  Gilbert 
and  Marshall  islands  in  the  South  PaciticOcean.     While  limst^^r  I  was 
sbootin       1  ^^^^  engaged  in  shooting  sc»als.    I  used  both  a  rifle  and 

oo  ngscas.  doublc- barreled  sliotgun;  theritie  for  shooting  *' travel- 
ers''and  the  shotgun  for  shooting  sUH.»ping  seals.  The  City  of  San 
l>iego  had  four  bo«ats.  Each  boat  had  a  Ininter  and  two  men  t.o  pull. 
The  Terese  had    five   boats    similarly  erjuipped.      The  Ijottie    Fair- 

field  han  six  boats  simihirily  equii)])ed.  The  Un- 
raaii-Sl'*^  ^^  ^*"*  ^**^    flfrtw/i7<^(i  had  four  l>oats.    \n  my  captures  off  the  coast 

between  here  and  Sitka  00  [)er  cent  of  my  cat^rh  were  fe- 
males, but  oft' the  coast  of  Unamack  Pass  there  was  a  scmu^what  smaller 
l)ercent^ige  of  females,  and  nearly  all  the  females  wcue  cows  heavy  with 

,    pup,  and,  in  sonu*,  instances,  the  pericxl  of  gestiitiou 

was  so  near  at  hand  that  I  have  trequently  taken  the 

live  pu])from  the  mother's  womb.    I  liave  nrver  known  of  any  seals  to 

haul  up  and  breed  between  here  and  Unamack  Pass.    I  have  ott^n  fol- 

Bouot  haul  up  on    lowcd  tlicm  vcry  close  in  to  tlie  mainland,  and  have 

laiHi.  killed  them  vsleeping  on  the  water. 

J^rom  my  experience  and  observation  relative  to  the  fur-seal,  I  am 

firmly  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  a  physical  impossibility 
wS**  ""'  **^^"  *"  ^^^^  the  mother  seal  to  give  birth  to  her  young  in  the 

water  and  preserve  it;  but  that  it  is  ne<.'essary  tor  her 
t4)  haul  up  on  the  land  to  give  l)irth  and  rear  her  young.    I  have  never 
known  or  heard  of  their  giving  birth  to  their  young  otlier  than  on  their 
Land  only  on  is-  regular  hauliug  grounds;   and  know  of  no  instances 
lau'iH  where  male  seals  have  hauled  out  <m  land  on  the  west- 

ern coast  ex<*ei)t  at  the*.  Pribilof  Islands.     I  nc^ver  i>aid  any  particulai 
attention  as  to  the  <\\a(tt  number  of  or  proportion  of  each  sex  killed  in 

the  Bering  Sea,  but  I  do  know  that  the  larger  jwr- 
tj«krn^^""*    *^'"'"^''"   tion  of  them  were  females,  and  were  mothers  giving 

milk.    1   have  never  huntc'd   within   15  miles  of  the 

F.iiiaiPM2ooniiio«   Pribih)f  Ishuids;  but  I  hav<^  often  kille<l  seals  in  milk 

from  isiamiH.  ^^^  distanc(\s  of  uot  Icss  tliau  100  to  L'OO  miles  from  these 

islands.     From  my  knowledge  and  exj>erien<*e  in  the  business  it  is  my 

conviction  that  within    the  last    yew  years,  since  the  sealers  have 

become  s<)  numerous  in  the  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea, 

as«o  le.  that  not  more  than  one  out  of  thn'c  is  secured.    Our 

purpose  and  x)ractic(*  was  to  take  all  the  seals  we  could  get,  regardless 

of  their  age  or  sex,  without  any  <liscrimination  whatever.    My  cxpe- 

^  ,.     .,*,.„    rience  is  that  the  s«»als  have  been  decreasing  in  uum- 

Inuiacriuiinatc  kill-    ,  ^.        ^.i        i      i.      •  -i       -^  i  •       xi 

iDjj.  b(Ms  \i\v  the  last  six  or  s<»v<*n  years,  and  within  the 

j^^^^^^^^^  ]>ast  two  or  three  years  very  rapidly,  owing  to  the  in- 

disciimiuate  killing  of  them  by  ])elagic  hunters  and 
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vessels  engaged  in  that  business  in  the  waters  of  tbe  North  Pacific  and 
Bering  Sea. 

If  it  be  the  desire  of  the  Government  to  perpetuate  them,  it  is  very 
important  that  they  be  protected  in  t-.e  North  Pacific, 
as  well  as  in  the  Bering  Sea,  since  it  li<»s  been  my  ob-  g^*®®****°    "®*^' 
servation  that  the  seals  are  easily  alarmed,  and  the 
killing  of  them  with  firearms  has  a  tendency  to  frighten  the  herd;  nor 
do  I  think  it  possible  to  preserve  the  herd  if  the  great  slaughter  of 
female  seals  is  to  be  continued.    I  also  believe  that  if 
sealing  is  sto])ped  in  the  Bering  Sea  only,  such  fact  pplSSc"^  ^  ^*^^^ 
would  tend  to  increase  the  price  of  sealskins,  and  there 
would  be  SI  much  larger  fleet  fitted  out  for  sealing  in  the  Pacific  than 
now,  wliich  would  destroy  the  herd  and  prevent  it  from  going  into  the 
Bering  Sea.    This  opinion  is  based  on  the  well-known  fa<5t  that  the 
value  of  sealskins  is  increased  by  the  decrease  in  the  number  taken ; 
and  the  higher  the  price  of  skins  the  gi eater  the  inducement  to  fish- 
ennen  to  hunt  them  in  the  North  Pacific,  which  would  soon  destroy  the 
seal-fishing  industry  everywhere. 

Michael  White. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1st  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[SEAL,.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary, 


Deposition  of  Theodore  T,  Williams^  journalut,  sent  out  by  lessees  to  inves* 

tigate  pelagic  sealing, 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Theodore  T.  Williams,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  by 
profession  a  journalist,  being  at  the  present  time  em- 
X)loy(Kl  as  city  editor  of  the  San  Francisco  Examiner,      Experience, 
and  liave  been  employed  in  that  and  similar  capacities 
in  the  city  of  San  Francisco  for  the  past  thirteeu  years.     During  that 
time,  and  in  the  pursuit  of  my  profession  as  a  journalist,  I  have  had 
occasion  to  make  extended  inquiries  iutothefur-sealingiudustry  of  the 
Aleutian  Islands  and  the  North  Pacific. 

In  addition  to  the  information  which  I  obtained  for  journalistic  pur- 
poses, 1  was  requested  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  in  1889  ta 
])rocc(»d  to  the  north  and  make  a  com])let^  and  exhaustive  examination 
info  the  o])en  s(mi  senling,  its  extent,  its  j>robable  injury  to  the  lessees 
ot'tli(»  scaling  ])rivileges  on  the  Pribilof  Islands,  its  elfect  ou  the  seal 
IkkI,  tln^  ]>rotit  to  tbose  engaged  in  it,  and  all  other  matters  concern- 
in, •;•  it. 

The  ol)jc(t  of  the  inquiry  ou  the  part  of  the  Alaska  (Commercial  Com- 
]>;»ny,  which  company  was  at  that  time  enjoying  the  q.  .   .  j..,   ,y    , 
Iciisc.  of  the  Pribilof  Ivslands  from  the  United  States  **     ^  "q"ry. 

(lovci  nin(»nt,  wjis  to  secure  the  data  of  illicit  sealing,  which  they  needed 
tf)l):ise  their  estimates  on  in  bidding  for  the  lease,  at  the  time  of  the  ex- 
l)iratiou  of  t  lie  privilege  tliey  then  held.  In  order  to  make  a  safe  bid, 
to  h(*.  in  a  position  to  ofi'er  the  largest  amount  overlapping  other  com- 
petitors for  the  privilege,  and  at  the  same  time  not  to  pay  more  for  the 
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p;r.  ■>;?';  tl.ja:.  it  rr^.n  worth.  :':  ■»i»  a\»?/^]-::iejr  lific^^siry  fMr  tLem  to 

o/  tiTj*:  sj^si;  h*::*;-  i%.A  ii>^^  r«-li»*.- r.g  v>  iL*:  p:«-/r*io>  "^izKoi  I'lAK  illicit  catch 

T'i*:  rj':/>r--.v/  ^o:  k'.o-<::.i£  ■.:.o:'V'-;::h*y  tL;,^  rh^  staI  •rjii»:b  wa»  likely 

To  :>:  4:0V:  ::o7L  x':.*:  Tn*'  :Li:  ill:-.:;  »klDS  c»jine  into 
;^--r * ' i Ac. '"  A -fc.  1*  ron J ;#<-r i r :o:i  ■*:•  h  P:: * • :" I» .f  I *'arj<i  ••k : n ^  in  t he  Londou 
•"  ••  lua;  jb*:t.  i»;:«i  aTt»-*'t  Tri»r:r  v.il->r  v»:ry  gTt:dily.     While 

f  »i<-  i.oUrj'i  -kin-  ar ^  -nj^rf  :o:  li-.  finAUty  ari'i  ;«:*■  fif  :.*::T»:r  avera;!e  >ize  and 
vaiu<-.  i.h«-  *'tY*'ji  oii\tiui\f]u'^  .>«).«<•«»  01  *>".««••>  or  Ui'rfe  ill:,  it  skins  on  the 
iit/A*k'<-?  iJiaU'M^iJIv /<'dM<'*'-  t}j»'  vahi*'  ••:  ti.r  PiiMIiif'  K];«n<l  skill.    It 

m 

\M'.iu't£  iht'.  \tui\Mf»4',  oY  th'r  Ala*k-i  *.'»»!i:i!i»-ii-ial  *  i.nii.a:*y  Im  base  their 
bi'J  ujj'/fi  tfj'r  inforTuarioij  wiiii-h  I  ohin'iu*:*!  I'oi  t1i»-ui.  it  was  ahs«ilutely 
fiMr<:-j-arv  tor  un:  to  ^»-?  Ji^*«-iiiaT*-  iiitnirjiaTiitji.  Tn  tlir  Alaska  Cummer- 
r;ial  ^>ifiipaiiy  it  rii;uJ«-  hut  little  dirt'»-reii<»r  wli>-iln*r  the  irxiM^nse  of  the 
in  ventilation  wa.-^  small  or  ^leat.  but  in  a  rnatt'-r  uf  su'-li  magnitude  as 
a  long  leas^;  of'tlie  c;ov»'niiii*-nt  >»-aliiiu'  pi  i\  ilt-^«"i  in  Alaska,  an  erro- 
u(':0tiin  ehtimat'r  aU^it  tli^  «-tl'wt  of  ii<la;.'i(:  i-ouiiiftitiun.  or  the  diminu- 
tion of  the  TMral  herd  by  ptf-Ia^'ii*  st-alin;.'.  wunhl  huvt'  the  most  serious 
#:/#nM'./|ijeMoe.s. 

Fully  iin^b^rstanflin;;  the  re<]K»nsil»ility  whii-h  I  ari-f'pted  in  under- 
taking the  inr(iiiry.  th«r  invifsti;j;atiun  I  mailf  was  most 
i^!5l'XriMV'''''"''*  thoroii;rli  an^l  laiVful.  In  no lasr  diil  1  airept  .second- 
ary t^-stinjony  where  primary  t»rstiniony  was  available; 
a.H.  for  instan^-e,  in  find  in;;  the  nnnibcr  of  skins  cM]»turi'd  by  vessels  iu 
forin^-r  yKirs,  J  did  not  rest  at  an  inv«*sti;ration  of  the  ciistom-honse  re- 
port m  of  Virfrf»ria,  but  in  nearly  i-vi'ry  ra<e  s»'rur«'d  arcess  to  the  books 
and  aerounts  of  the  niana^^in;;  owners  of  tli«'  vesM'ls.  and  in  every  iii- 
Htanctfr  went  to  the  bor»ks  and  a^*eounts  of  the  purrhasfr.s  of  the  skins, 
and  a;;ain  eofn]»ared  tlu'ir  n^jKuTs  when  pussibh-  with  the  re]>ort8  of 
the  aiirtion  .sah;s  in  IjomhtUj  and  whert;  ])rivate  sales  were  made  with 
th<'ni. 

In  eHtiniatiii;;  the  value  of  the  vessels  enjLra^ed  in  the  sealing;  indus- 
try 1  piirKiied  this  plan.  No  on<*  in  l>ritish  Columbia  had  any  idea  of 
what  my  real  business  there  was,  as  I  was  ear<*ful  to  eonceal  that  fact, 
i  w<^nt  to  the,  buildtMs  of  boats,  to  the  owners  of  vessels,  to  the  charter- 
ers of  vKsst'ls,  representing^  that  1  mi^^^ht  be  in  need  of  such  schooners 
as  w(rn*  i'U^ii^i'i]  in  tin*  sealing;  ti-ade,  and  reeeiv<Ml  proffers  of  vessels 
at  the  sdlini;  vaIln^s.  1  s<M'ur<'d  reports  which  Mr.  Miln.  the  collector 
of  the  port  ot  Vi<'t4iria,  had  made  to  the  Dominion  Government,  with 
the  vi<^w  for  piTsiMitation  with  the  I'ritish  side  of  this  question,  and 
eoniparcd  his  n*ports  with  the  cash  value  estimates  of  the  owners  of 
vessels  and  the,  offi*rs  of  builders  and  others  to  furnish  vessels. 

In  trying;  to  arrive  at  the,  <!ost  of  outtlt  and  the  profits  of  sealing 
vnya;;<*s  I  looked  throu;;h  the  ueconnts  of  nearly  one  hundred  voyages 
of  sealing;  selMNtners. 

In  attempting;  t^>  <letermine  the  sex  of  seals  killed  in  the  Bering  Sea 
and  the.  North  Paeitie,  and  of  tin',  number  of  seals  killed  in  excess  of 
those,  aetiially  see,uied  by  the*  hunters,  I  had  interviews  with  upwards 
of  50  seal  hunt^M's,  aside  from  interviews  su])se(]ueutly  had  with  In- 
dian hunters.  I  found  this  portitui  of  my  work  by  far  the  most  diffi* 
(•ult.  Mueh  disi'ussion  had  aln^ady  Ix^eu  had  alxmt  the  damaging  effect 
of  pela<;ic  sealing;,  and  the  hunt<M*s  were,  loath  to  tell  how  many  seals 
were  killed  and  not  reeovere<l,  and  were  often  averse  to  making  truth- 
ful report;S  about  the  s<^\  of  the  animals  killed;  but  by  fi*equenting 
their  haunt.H  and  cultivating  their  company  for  h>ng  periods  I  suo- 
ceeibMl  in  getting  a<^nirate  statements  from  a  number  of  them. 
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I  found  that  at  first  the  liiiut/ers  were  disposed  to  brag  of  their  skill 
and  to  overstiniate  their  success  in  securing  skins  of  seals  shot  at.  The 
reason  for  that  was  that  an  impression  prevailed  among  many  of 
them  that  I  was  about  to  engage  in  sealing  enterprises,  and  that  I  was 
making  inquiries  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  their  skill  as  hunters, 
with  the  view  to  engaghig  them. 

Tl»e  practice  in  British  Columbia  is  to  pay  the  best  hunters  the  high- 
est rate  per  skin.    Men  who  could  shoot  fairly  well,  but 
who  used  a  shotgun,  could  be  secured  for  a  sealing       *^^  *®*    ud  era. 
voyage  from  $1  t^  $1.50  per  skin,  while  hunters  who  shot  with  the  rifle 
and  were  of  recognized  skill  in  some  instances  were  paid  as  high  as 
$2.50  per  skin,  and  generally  speaking  as  high  as  $2  per  skin.    The 
reason  for  tliis  is  obvious  to  those  who  have  interested  themselves  in 
tlie  setiling  business.    A  seal  killed  with  buckshot  is  so  much  punc- 
tured frequently  tiiat  the  pelt  is  of  lesser  value.    It  is  not  profitable 
for  schooners  to  engage  as  hunters  men  who  miss  their  chances  of 
killing  the  seals  and  blaze  away  indiscriminately  with  small  results. 
Even  though  the  liunter  is  only  paid  for  the  skin  he  recovers,  the  loss 
to  the  vessel  by  his  failure  to  kill  when  an  opportunity  offers  is  equiva- 
lent to  tlie  profit  it  would  have  made  on  the  skin  if  secured.    For 
these  reasons  and  on  account  of  the  general  proneness  of  men,  who 
ccmsider  themselves  experts  in  the  use  of  any  weapon, 
to  brag,  the  seal  hunters  of  British  Columbia,  as  a  thS?"{Su.^'''^^^'*** 
class,  grossly  exaggerate  the  percentage  of  skins  they 
recover,  to  the  number  of  seals  aimed  at,  wounded,  or  killed. 

I  have  heard  men  say  that  they  killed  and  recovered  90  per  cent  of 
all  tlie  seals  they  fired  at,  but  on  examination  of  the  accounts  of  the 
schooners  on  which  they  had  been  employed  previous  voyages,  I  dis- 
covered that  more  then  ten  rounds  of  ammunition  had  been  used  for 
every  skin  that  the  vessel  brought  home. 

As  a  result  of  that  investigation  in  the  Bering  Sea  and  North  Pacific 
and  the  iuvestigations  made  subsequently,  I  discovered: 

First.  That  95  per  cent  of  all  the  seals  killed  in  the         ^  ^    ,,,, 

T-»      .         ^^  i^  1  Waate  of  life. 

Bering  bea  are  teinales. 

Second.  That  for  every  three  sleeping  seals  killed  or  wounded  in  the 
water  only  one  is  recovered. 

Tliird.  For  every  six  traveling  seals  killed  or  wounded  in  the  water 
only  one  is  recovered. 

Fourth.  That  95  per  cent  at  least  of  all  the  female  seals  killed  are 
(Mther  in  i)up  or  have  left  their  newly-born  pup  on  the  islands,  while 
they  have  gone  out  into  the  sea  in  search  of  food. 

Tiie  result  is  the  same  in  either  case.    If  the  mother  is  killed  the  pup 
on  shore  will  linger  for  a  few  days;  some  say  as  long  as  two  or  three 
weeks,  but  will  inevitably  die  before  winter.     All  of 
the  schooners  prefer  to  hunt  around  the  banks  where  hu^th"fe£Se!*^   ^ 
tlie  female  seals  are  feeding  to  attempting  to  intercept 
the  male  seals  on  their  way  to  and  from  the  hauling  grounds. 

Aside  from  the  greater  difficulty  of  killing  and  securing  the  skin  of 
a  traveling  seal,  and  the  larger  proportion  of  loss  to  the  schooner,  dur- 
ing the  greater  x)art  of  the  sealing  season,  and  more  particularly  in  the 
Bering  8ea,  there  are  few  males  to  be  found  in  the  water. 

Xo  other  evidence  of  this  is  needed  than  the  observation  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  S[)end  the  season  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  and  who  all 
agree  in  reporting  that  the  male  seals  remain  there,  Males  remain  on  in. 
wliile  the  females,  as  soon  as  they  are  delivered  of  their  lands  during  thesoa- 
young,  go  forth  in  search  of  food.    The  male  seal  sel-  ^^' 
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dom  sleeps  in  the  water  diirinp^  the  sealing  se<i-8on.  When  the  north- 
ward migration  begins  in  Marcli,  tlic  male  seals  pursue  their  way  with 
all  diligence  to  the  rookeries,  and  arrive  there  about  thirty  days  ahead 
of  the  coming  of  the  female  seals.  It  must  be  plain  from  this,  that  the 
Why  fewer  ni;ii««  opportunities  I'or  shiyjug  male  seals  that  are  traveling 
are  killed.  rai)idly  through  the  water,  must  be  far  less  than  for 

killing  female  seals,  who,  making  their  way  leisurely,  feeding  as  they 
go,  and  resting  frequently  because  thoy  are  heavy  with  jmp,  offer  a  far 
more  extensive  target  to  tlm  rifle  of  the  hunter. 

The  Indians  with  whom  L  conversed  in  British  Columbia,  and  who 
had  had  a  varied  and  extensive  experience  of  sealing,  not  only  as  seiil 
hunters  for  schooners,  but  when  out  in  search  of  food,  all  do(tlared,  tluit 
the  male  seal  sel(h)m  eat  and  never  slept  while  on  his  way  to  the  rook- 
eries. They  declared  that  as  with  the  salmon  when  on  its  way  to  the 
spawning  grounds,  they  had  never  found  food  in  the  st(»mach  of  the  few 
m<^de  seals  they  ha^l  managed  to  capture. 

So  far  as  I  was  able  to  learn,  the  terms  '<  sleei)er''  and  "traveler^  as 
applied  to  seals,  had  their  origin  ainoiig  the  Indians.  They  declared, 
and  in  that  they  are  borne  out  by  all  of  the  whit<*  hunters,  that  theseal^ 
when  it  is  desirous  of  resting  in  the  water,  inflates  a  blsidder  in  its 
body,  which  keeps  it  afloat.  Whctiier  this  be  so  ov  not,  makes  no 
Only  Hiwpin^'  »cai»  diflereucc,  but  the  iju^t  is,  that  almost  the  only  way  the 
kiiiwrby  iiMiianH.  liuliaiis  liavc  of  killing  scals  is  by  paddling  noiselessly 
up  to  the  sleeping  animal  as  it  float's  on  the  water,  and  spearing  it. 

Many  of  the  schooners  em]>Ioy  Indian  hunt<M's,  who  work  much 
cheaper  than  the  whites,  who  only  use  the  spear,  and  never  attempt  to 
kill  a  traveling  seal. 

The  reports  of  their  <rat<*hes  show"  that  all  of  their  captures  are 

females.  It  conid  in)t  well  be  otherwise,  lor  the  male 
b^ni/Hiw***^**  ^'^'^^^  seals,  in  making  <  heir  way  to  the  rookeries,  tj^ke  a  more 

northerly  course,  and  go  with  all  speed,  while  the 
females  move  towards  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  and  other  large 
iishing  banks,  foHowing  the  runs  of  flsli,  or  idly  waiting  until  nature 
tells  them  that  the  period  of  gestation  is  ab(mt  end<*d,  and  they  then 
make  their  way  tio  the  r(H)keries  U^  be  delivered  of  their  pups. 

At  the  tinu'.s  when  the  male  seals  are  on  the  r(X>keries,  the  large 

catches  are  made.  A  traveling  seal  is  alert,  cautions, 
flou™ to^iSuiLr*"  *"^'  qnick  of  hearing,  and  easily  disturbed.    A  sleepingseal 

is  at  the  mer(*y  of  anyone.  The  large  pro[)ortion  of 
traveling  seals  shot  at  and  lost  is  due  to  the  timidity  of  the  animal; 
in  fact,  all  the  hunters  admit  that  when  there  is  mu(*h  shooting  going 
on,  the  seals  are  very  <lilUcult  to  get.  The  loss  of  sleeping  seals,  which 
I  estimate  as  two  lost  for  one  saved,  is  <lue  t^)  the  fact  that  unless  the 
bullet  or  shot  kills  th<5  animal  instantly,  it  will  immediately  dive, 
and  it  is  not  easy  t^)  kill  a  seal  instantly.  The  head  of  the  homI  affords 
but  a  small  mark.  Even  in  the  cas4i  of  a  sleeper,  the  motion  of  the 
wat<»r  keeps  it  moving.  The  boat  from  which  the  hunter  shoots  is  also 
moving,  and  while  there  are  men,  who,  at  a  distance  of  50  or  00  yards, 
can  shiK)t  a  small  object  under  such  circumstances,  they  are  extremely 
rare.  They  are  famous  as  experts,  and  they  are  highly  rewarded  for 
their  skill.  Certainly  not  one  in  ten  of  all  the  seal  hunters  can  truth- 
fully assert,  nor  do  they  attemx)t  to  do  so  when  in  a 
kiuSHnitoutit."^^^  confidential  humor,  that  th(»y  kill  50  per  cent  of  their 

seals  dead. 

I  was  in  the  company  of  anumber  of  them  in  Victoria  in  1889,  and  heard 
them  talking  among  themselves  of  their  prowess.    Some  put  forward 
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claims,  wliich  tlio  others  derided.  Any  estimate  in  excess  of  ^he  one 
I  have  alreiuly  given  called  forth  uncomplimentary  remarks  and  charges 
of  boastfuliiess.  The  disinclination  of  these  men  to  state  the  absolute 
facts,  and  they  alone  know  what  the  facts  are,  in  relation  to  the  num- 
ber of  seals  shot  and  lost,  has  been  intensified  lately  by  the  feeling  that 
it  is  necessary  for  them  to  make  a  good  showing  to  back  up  the  claim 
that  pehigic  sealing  is  not  absolutely  destructive  of  the  seal  herd. 

In  considering  the  number  of  skins  taken  during  the  past  it  mast  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  schooners  have  frequently  been  seriously  inter- 
fered with  in  their  work  by  the  cruisers  of  the  United  States  Govern 
ment. 

Mr.  Mi  In,  surveyor  of  tlie  port  of  Victoria,  in  his  report  to  the  Domin- 
ion (iovernment,  of  which  1  was  so  fortunate  a«  to  se- 
cureacopy,  stated  thatif  not  interfered  with  by  cruisers  of^^^gJ^^ulH^t^ir 
a  large  sized  schooner  would  surely  capture  3,000  skins  ""t  interrered  with 
during  the  season  in  the  Bering.    Mr.  Miln's  estimate  ^y^^"'*^^^- 
in  that  respect,  as  in  many  other  matters,  I  found  to  be  fair  and  honest. 

Tlie  destruction  of  seals  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  as  well  as  in  the 
Bering  Sea,  is  largely  confined  to  females.    This  fact     Destruction  ii  Be 
can  not  be  disputed  successfully.    I  made  an  examina-  ing  sea  larpeiy  con- 
nation  of  the  reports  of  the  gentlemen  who  handled  ^°^  ^  femaic». 
the  Nortli  [*acific  collection,  up  to  and  including  the  year  1889,  and  all 
agreexl  that  the  skins  were  nearly  all  from  females. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  explain  that  the  smaller  value  of  the 
female  seal,  especially  after  the  birth  of  her  pup,  is  in  a  measure  due 
to  the  wearing  of  the  fur  around  the  teats.  The  amount  of  merchant- 
able fur  being  reduced  to  that  extent,  makes  it  necessary  for  the  han- 
dlers of  skins  to  observe  carefully  whether  pelts  aVe  male  or  female,  as 
well  as  their  general  condition.  They  make  a  complete  classification, 
and  l)eing  experts  in  their  business,  are  not  likely  to  make  mistakes. 
The  large  proi)orti()n  of  females  killed  in  the  North  Pacific  is  due  to  the 
fact,  as  1  exi)lained  before,  that  the  males  pursue  their  way  to  the 
hauling  grounds  witli  dispatch,  while  the  females  are  mor^  leisurely  in 
their  movements  and  take  frequent  rests. 

I  a])i)('nd,  as  a  part  of  this  affidavit,  a  copy  of  the  report  I  made  to 
the  Alaska  (Commercial  Company  on  this  subject  in 
LSSO,  and  which  they  used  for  the  purpose  hereinbefore  le^SS^^im**^'  *^ 
s(it  forth,  and  I  desire  to  add  that  subsequent  inquiry 
has  proved  that  the  statements  and  conclusions  in  the  report  I  then 
made,  were  correct.  It  must  be  taken  into  consideration  that  the  esti- 
mates of  the  i)rT)(lts  of  sealing  voyages,  and  other  matters  contained  in 
that  report,  were  based  upon  the  value  of  skins  in  that  and  former 
years.  Subsequently  skins  have  increjised  in  value,  and  i)rofits  of 
large  catihes  would  therefore  be  proportionately  greater,  but  the  con- 
ditions of  sealing  have  not  changed  since  then,  nor  can  they  change, 
witli  the  exception  that  the  fleet  of  sailing  vessels  has  largely  increased, 
ronse(iuently  the  destruction  of  seals  has  been  much  greater  in  the  last 
two  years. 

There  c^an  be  no  question,  that  if  the  seals  are  not  protected,  and  this 
tremendous  slaughter  that  is  now  going  on  in  the  sea  is 
not  immediately  stopped,  there  will  be  a  total  destruc-  gafy.****^"**"  neces- 
tion  of  tlie  herd  in  a  very  short  while. 

Theodore  T.  Williams. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[seal]  Clement  Bennett, 

NotoA'y  Public. 
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To  the  Pfesident  oftJie  Alaska  Commercial  Comjyany: 

I  have  made  a  thorough  and  accurate  exaiuinatioQ  of  the  F;eal-hant- 

ing  industry  of  British  Cohimbia  which  is  carried  on  in 
^mani's  report  to  Bering  Sca,  in  accordance  witli  the  following  instioic- 

tions  received  from  your  company: 
"  Exact  account  of  British  Cohimbia  fur-seal  industry,  to  go  back  as 

early  as  possible  and  show  the  area  over  which  the 
Scope  of  the  reiK)rt.  ^^^^^  ^^^.^  huutcd  before  tlic  cxistcnc'c  of  the  Alaska 

Commercial  Company  (1870)  and  during  the  early  years  of  the  lease. 

"  It  should  show  the  develoi)ment  and  expansion  of  tiie  business,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  enhanced  value  of  skins,  caused  by  the  oi)eraiLou  of 
the  company. 

*'  As  exactly  as  possible  it  should  give — 

*^  Statistics  of  yearly  catch  and  prices  obtained  for  same  at  BritisU 
Columbia,  number  of  vessels  employed,  their  value  and  cost  of  outfit| 
and  any  other  details  of  the  business  possible. 

"  To  be  of  value  it  should  be  accurate,  and  not  merely  a[>])roximate,  as 
we  desire  to  use  the  figures  to  base  our  estimate  for  bidding  for  re- 
newal of  the  sealing  lease,  an  important  factor,  in  which  must  nei'es- 
sarily  be  the  probability  of  the  continuance  of  illicit  sealing  and  its  con- 
sequent depletion  of  the  seal  herd.  The  profits  to  illicit  sealers  being 
gi'eater  or  less,  will,  of  course,  in<*rease  or  decresise  their  number. 

'^  There  should  also  be  a  careful  statement  made  and  sworn  to  by  com- 
pet<5nt  men  of  the  value  of  the  vessels  that  have  been  seized  and 
stranded  at  ITnalaska  or  condemned  elscwliere.  All  this  should  be 
prepared  as  honestly  and  correctly  as  possible,  with  no  eft'ort  t^)  mini- 
mize values,  but  only  to  state  honestly,  as  near  as  may  be,  real  values.^ 

STATISTICS   OF  YKARIA    CATCH. 

The  first  sealskins  ever  handled  in  Brit  ish  Columbia  caught  in  the 

II     in  Bcr     ^^'^'^^^i^  ^^'^  wcrc  taken  in  1S81.    Prior  to  that  year  no 

iagSorbefore"i88L'     vcsscls  scahnl  iu  th(».  Jh'ring.    In  1881  the  Ameriiran 

schooner  ISan  Dlvijo  caught  llKi  seals  in  the  Bering  and 
San  Diego,  1S81.  ^^^^  ^^^^  skius  to  T.  Lubbc  of  Victoria,  British  Colum- 
bia at  $0.L*5  p(4'  skin.  These  skins  were  8hij>ped  to  Lon- 
don, iifS  are  nearly  all  of  the  skins  bought  in  Victoria,  British  Columbia, 
and  the  trade,  tlierelbre,  brought  no  ])roiit  to  Canada,  T.  Lubbe  being 
an  American.  I  have,  however,  included  the  record- of  this  and  all 
other  collections  made  by  Amt'rican  shii^s  in  the  Bering  Sea  when  sold 
in  British  Columbia,  because  they  all  iignre  in  the  reijorts  of  the  Vic- 
toria custom  htmse.  In  k(»ei)ing  the  eolleetion  of  the  American  iind 
Cana<lian  vessels  fnmi  the  Bering  district,  y<m  ran  see  at  a  glance  the 
relative  value  of  the  Bering  Sea  collection  to  American  and  Canadian 
sealers. 

American  schooner  Ran  Diego;  Bering  Sea  colkM-tion,  327  se^ilH,  sold 
«     rv^     ,«^        to  T.  Lubbe  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  at  9S  per 

1883. 

American  schooner  San  Diego  •,  Bering  Sea  collection,  908  skins;  sold 
^     r^     .^        to  T.  Lubbe,  Victoria,  British  Columbiiv,  at  $10  per 
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Bering  Sea  collection,  sold  in  Victoria,  British  Columbia;  American 
schooner    San    DiegOj    980    skins,   at    $8;  American      ^.^^  ^^  ^    ^^^^^ 
schooners  Ottemnd  Alexander  landed  in  Victoria  Brit-  Ai^2ndeY!^Hm\  Ma!-!, 
ish  Columbia,  1,700  skins  to  be  reshi])ped  to  H.  Liebes  ^'''*'»»  i^**- 
&,  Co.,  of  San  Francesco,  owners  of  the  two  vessels;  British  schooner 
Mary  Ellen^  1,409  sctals,  sold  at  $7.50  ])er  skin. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  British  Columbia  seal  industry  in  the 
Bering  began  in  1884.  The  Mary  Ellen  was  owned  by  D.  McLean,  was 
of  03  tons,  liad  a  crew  of  twenty-one  whites  and  was  worth  $0,000,  in- 
cluding her  outht. 

188S. 

Bering  Sea  collection:  American  schooner  City  of  San  Diego,  1,953 
skins,  at  $7.60;  American  schooner  Vanderbiltjlj24t4: 
skins,  at  $7.60;  American  schooner /S'an  2>/^(7o,  1,720,  at  v^^erMtSZtDi^n; 
at  $7  39;  American  schooner  i>>f>^•o^^  1,100,  at  $7.50;  Lookout,  Favorite,  dua 
British  schooner    Favorite,   1,38^^,   at  $7.60;   British  ^"'T' ^''^".  i««^- 
scliooner  Mary  Ellcn^  1,773,  at  $7.60. 


188G. 

Bering  Sea  collection :  American  schooner  Anne^  182,  at  $5.50;  Amer- 
ican schooner  Therese  (since  sailed  under  British  flag), 


The  British  schooners.  Onward,  Caroline^  and  Thornton^ 
were  seized  in  the  Bering  with  about  2,000  skins  on  board. 

The  Caroline,  though  under  the  British  flag,  was  owned  one-half  by 
an  American  named  Bechtel,  who  furnished  also  the  money  for  the  out- 
tit.  Bechtel  is  interested  also  in  the  British  schooners  Mary  Taylor, 
Pathfinder,  and  Viva, 

The  ships  were  i)ut  under  the  British  flag  in  defiance  of  the  British 
merchant  shipping  act,  which  forbids  any  partnership 
or  benelicial  interest  in  any  British  ship  by  a  foreigner.  to^Brit*'ig*|[  fl^H*r*^"ro™ 
To  secure  himself  in  case  of  trouble  Bechtel  has  mort-  tnu-y  to  pruvi«ioiiH  of 
gages  on  the  schooners.  The  Thornton  was  owned  half  ihipphig^t'/*  ''*^"' 
by  J.  Boscowitz,  an  American,  who  owned  and  now  owns 
ail  oi-  part  of  every  schooner  registered  under  the  British  flag  in  the 
naiiu^.  of  Ca])tain  Warren.  This  fact  came  out  a  short  time  ago  in  a 
lawsuit  in  Victcnia  between  Warren  and  Boscowitz.  The  books  of  the 
firm  being  jnoduced,  it  was  shown  tliat  Boscowitz  not  only  owned  and 
shared  a  half  interest,  but  had  advanced  moneys  for  Captain  Warren's 
share,  on  which  he  collected  interest.  1  append  a  duly  certified  copy 
of  i)art  of  the  evidence  in  the  suit  of  Warren  v.  Boscowitz  and  Cooper, 
copied  from  the  archives  of  the  court  in  Victoria  and  fully  certified 
Xi)  by  J  Earvey  Coombe,  esq.,  deputy  registrjir  of  the  supreme  court  of 
British  Columbia,  over  the  great  seal  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada.. 

Besides  the  2,000  skins  taken  by  the  seized  sealers,  the  collections  in 
the  Bej'ing  Sea  by  British  schooners  were: 
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tisl 

1  schoouer  Dolphin^ 

"         Alfred  Adutns, 

2,200 
1,455 

at 

$7.00 
7.00 

a 

u 

Active^ 

1,338 

a 

7.00 

u 

a 

Black  Diamondy 

828 

a 

7.00 

FathJindeTy 
Sierra, 

1,7(KI 
1,000 

u 

6.65 
6.50 

a 

u 

Favorite, 

3,402 

a 

6.50 

a 

a 

Anna  liecJc, 

1,142 

ii 

6.65 

W.  F,  fSayicard, 
Grace, 

1,600 
1,700 

u 
a 

6.50 
6.50 

a 

a 

Mary  Ellen, 

3,551) 

u 

6.50 

u 

u 

FeneUype, 

104 

u 

5.50 

a 

u 

Mountain  Chief, 

630 

a 

6.50 

The  principal  rea^joii  for  the  fluctuation  m  ])ri(»es  this  year  and  m 

other  years  was  the  disturbed  condition  of  the  Jjoudon 

of^SLdo^?n  i?8o"°"  market,  (caused  by  rejiorts  of  large  collections,  and  so 

greatly  did  tlie  catch  of  25,000  skins  affect  the  market 

that  the  skhis  sold  for  less  in  London  tlian  was  paid  for  them  in  Victoria^ 

British  Columbia,  entailing  loss  on  the  x)nrchascrs. 


1BH7. 

The  seizures  in  the  Bering  Hea  in  1S86  stopped  the  American  sealera 
from  fitting  out  in  1887,  with  (he  exce])tion  of  two  schooners  commanded 
by  British  Columbians,  who  decided  to  take  the  risk.  It  was  openly 
declared  at  Victoria  that  the  United  States  Government  would  not  go 
farther  than  remonstrate. 

The  American  boats  that  entered  the  Bering  {S(»a  w  ere  the  City  of  8dn 
Diego,  which  made  a  catch  of  1,187  seals,  selling  at  1^5.50^  and  the 
Vanderbilt,  1,340  skins,  at  >f>iy/A). 

The  catch  by  Britisli  sealeis  was: 


ish 

I  schoouer  Mary  Taylor, 

1,000 

at 

$6.00 

Fcnelope, 

1,202 

u 

5.50 

Fath  tinder. 

2,377 

ii 

6.00 

Mary  Ellen, 

2,130 

u 

5.50 

Black  Diamond, 

OIM) 

u 

5.50 

Mountain  Chief, 

624 

u 

5.50 

Favorite, 

1,887 

u 

5.50 

Therese, 

000 

ki 

5.50 

Kate, 

1,625 

(h 

5.50 

Triumph^ 

500 

u 

5.50 

Lottie  Fairfield, 

2,507 

i( 

5.50 

The-^l</</,  Anna  fJeck,  Dolphin,  (r  race,  diid  W,  F.  Sayicard  were  seized 
by  the  United  States  Govcnuneut. 


Bering  Sea  collections,  sold  in  Victoria  in  18SS: 

British  schooner  J?(rtwi7a,  1,030      at       $5.62  J 

"  "        Mary  Ellen,  700       '<         5.62| 

^  ^        Triumph^  2,470       "         6.62J 
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British  schooner     Annie  C.  Moore^ 

715 

at 

$5.62* 

ki                a 

Black  Diamondy 

705 

u 

5.62| 

u               u 

Pathfinder^ 

600 

u 

5.62| 

u                u 

Yivaj 

2,069 

ii 

5.62^ 

U                     ii 

Favorite^ 

2,349 

ii 

5.62J 

a               a 

Maggie  Mc^ 

1,424 

ii 

5.62i 

u               u 

Penelope, 

1,054 

ii 

5.62J 

U                      ii 

Mountmn  Chief, 

781 

ii 

5.62i 

German  schooner  *    Adele, 

450 

ii 

5.62J 

American  schooner  Anne^ 

1,040 

ii 

5.62^ 

a 

"         Webster, 

520 

ii 

5.62J 

a 

''        Olson, 

500 

ii 

5.62J 

a 

"         ^y alter  A.  Rich, 

400 

ii 

5.62J 

a 

*<        Allie  I.  Alger, 

380 

ii 

5.62i 

18SD, 


Bering  Sea  collection,  1889,  landed  at  Victoria,  and  all  shipped  to 
Kn*;land  and  United  States. 
So  far  tlie  average  selling  price  at  Victoria  has  been  $7.65. 


German 

L  schooner 

Adele,                       1,600 

American  schooner  Allie  I,  Alger,           284 
*^               "        Newton,                     239 

a 

ii 

J.  Q.  Sican,       '         60 

a 
British 

4fc 

ii 
schooner 

ii 

Henry  Dennis,           700 
Pathfinder^                  50 
Viva,                       2,180 

U 

Annie  C.  Moore,     1,300 

ii 
ii 
ii 

Maggie  Mc,             1,290 

Sapphire,                 1,629 

W.  P.  tiayward,     1,600 

Kate,                          911 

ii 

Favorite,                None 

u 

Penelope,                 1,8.>0 
Black  Diamond,          55 

a 
ii 

Lily,                            74 
Ariel,                          834 

ii 

Minnie,                      521 

ii 

Beatrice,                    700 

i; 

Therese,                     None. 

ii 

Mary  Ellen,               None. 

The  HM'ord  oj 

f  the  ( 

•ollection  as  ?iven  above  is  from  the  custom-house 

at  Victoria  and 
fm"  skins  came 
tied  by  current 

verified  by  the  principal  purchasers.    The  price  paid 
from  tiie  account  books  of  the  i)urchasers  and  were  veri- 
price  lists  published  in  the  London  fur  market. 

VICTORIA'S  INVESTMENT. 


NUMBER   OF   8CH00NKK8   EMPLOYED  SEALING  IN  THE    BERING,   AND  THEIR  VALUE. 

The   second  branch  of  my  investigation  was  the 
nunibiM-  of  vessels  owned  by  Canadians  engaged  in  thSlSI:^**  ****  ^^^^ 
scjiIiiiiL;  in  tlie  Bering  Sea,  their  vjilue,  cost  of  outfit,  etc. 

There  are  in  the  business:  Twenty -four  schooners.  Total  tonnage, 
1, 101  tons.  Total  value,  including  outfits,  $173,350.  Whites  employed, 
201.    Indians  employed,  385. 

1  Took  fh>m  Bering. 
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Of  these  twenty-four  schooners  sailing  iindeT  the  British  flag,  five 
are  owned  half  by  Americans.  These. five  schooners  illegally  nuder 
the  British  flap:  are  worth  $36,500,  leaving  an  actual  Canadian  investr 
inent  of  $136,750. 

NO   ACTUAL   INVESTMENT. 

_,         ...  But  there  is  resilly  not  one  dollar  actually  invested 

Rea«on« therefor.      •      .i       t»      •         t^  T  i  ^.       ^t 

in  the  Bering  Sea  sealing,  and  for  these  reasons: 

(1)  All  the  schooners  are  engaged  in  other  business,  such  as  hunting 
and  fishing  down  the  west  coast  and  in  the  North  Pacific. 

(2)  If  the  sealing  business  was  stopped  entirely  the  schooners  would 
not  depreciate  a  dollar  in  value. 

(3)  The  seah'ng  business  re(piires  no  special  plant,  weapons,  or  uten- 
sils. The  schooners  are  common  schooners,  the  boats  common  boat«y 
and  the  guns  common  guns  which  will  bring  their  value  at  any  time 
for  any  other  purpose. 

(4)  Less  than  one-third  of  a  sealing  schooner's  cruise  is  in  the  Ber- 
ing. 

ESTIMATING  VALUES. 

It  is  a  simple  task  to  arrive  with  exactitude  at  the  value  of  the 

How  efltimnto"  of  R^'hooucrs  and  their  outfits.    They  cost  to  build   in 

value  of  ve»8ei8  nmi  British  (yolund)ia  i?80  per  ton.    In  the  ITnited  States 

outQte  is  arriveil  at.       ^^^^  ^.^^^^  j^  ^^^^^^  j^^^.  ^^^^^        rj^j^^  ^^.^^^  tOllUage  Of  the  fleet 

being  1,464  at  the  American  rate  of  $100  a  ton  it  would  represent 
$146,400,  at  the  Canadian  rate  All 7,120. 

This  would  be  for  the  schooners  as  they  are  delivered  new,  with  masts, 
sails,  anchors,  and  fittings. 

Some  of  the  sealing  schooners  are  fine,  new  boats,  others  are  very  old. 
The  Mary  Taylor  and  Mary  Ellen  have  both  seen  thirty-five  years  of 
buftbting  about  the  stormy  ocean,  while  the  Lilly  has  been  forty-six 
years  afloat.  The  Black  Diamond  is  really  un  fit  for  sea,  and  the  Jnanita 
was  driven  out  of  the  coast  trade  as  unsafe  and  i)ast  repair.  This  was 
the  fate  of  the  Wanderer  also.  The  Letifia  I  saw  lying  in  the  Victoria 
bone-yard  being  broken  up,  and  the  Mountain  Chief  is  ready  for  the 
same  fate. 

In  order  to  get  an  exact  valuaticm,  I  procured,  when  possible,  the 
record  of  the  latest  sale  of  the  vessel,  and  in  other  cases  employed  an 
expert  shipbuilder  or  took  the  valuations  of  the  underwriter's  expert, 
not  on  the  amount  for  which  the  vessel  was  insured,  but  his  estimate  of 
what  it  wouhl  cost  to  replace  her. 

in  every  case  the  value  1  have  given,  (»xcept  in  case  of  actual  sale, is 
rather  more  than  the  vessel  would  sell  for  in  an  ordinary  bargain. 

In  the  course  of  my  investigation  as  to  the  value  of'the  trade  to  Can- 
ada, I  secured  a  copy  of  a  report  made  for  the  Dominion  (government 
by  A.  R.  Miln,  esq.,  surveyor  of  the  i»ort  of  Victoria.  While  Mr.  Mibi 
is  naturally  i)rejudiced  s<miewhat  in  favor  of  his  Canadian  friends  in 

Estimate  by  A.  R.  prei)a.ring  a  report  wliicrh  will  be  made  the  basis  of  their 
Mii'ujHunrvorofport  claim  ou  the  United  States  Government,  he  is  clearly 
of  \ictoria.  ^j^  honest  official  and  has  done  his  work  generally  cor- 

rect. His  estimate  of  the  total  value  of  the  Victoria  sealing  fleet  is 
$200,*'500,  or  $27,150  in  excess  of  my  valuations.  As  his  figures  are 
certain  to  be  the  ones  adopted  by  the  Canadian  Government,  I  took 
special  pains  to  correct  my  valuations  thoroughly  when  they  diffinred 
from  his.    I  found  that  in  many  cases  he  had  ^ken  the  owner's  Yalaa 
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tion,  which  was  far  in  excess  of  the  real  value.  I  append  the  real  value 
as  compared  with  Mr.  Mihi's  estimates,  and  also  a  copy  of  Miln's  re- 
port made  August  17, 1889,  sworn  to  before  A.  L.  Belyea,  esq.,  Vic- 
tori^,  British  Columbia,  and  forwarded  to  the  governor- general  of  Can- 
ada. 

As  a  sealing  schooner  is  only  engaged  one-third  of  her  time  in  the 
Bering,  the  other  two-thirds  being  spent  in  the  west  coast  sealing,  fish- 
ing, otter  hunting,  or  some  other  business,  only  one-third  of  the  fleet's 
value  can  properly  be  said  to  be  invested  in  the  Bering  sealing  busi- 
ness. The  actual  cash  investment  of  all  the  Canada^  in  this  traffic  is 
therefore  (me-third  of  $136,750,  or  the  insignificant  sum  of  $45,585.33, 
and  even  tliat  wcmld  not  be  lost  if  the  traffic  ^ere  stopped. 

OUTFIT,   ADVANCES,   ETC. 

Both  Miln's  valuations  and  my  own  include  the  cost  of  the  sealing 
outfit.  The  value  of  an  outfit  for  sealing  depends  upon 
the  size  of  the  schooner,  the  number  of  men  and  boats  o**- of  outfit, 
slie  carries,  and  whether  or  not  they  are  Indians.  As  you  will  see  by 
one  of  the  tables  ai)pended,  there  were  this  year  383  Indians  and  261 
white  men  employed  on  sealing  schooners  fitted  out  in  Victoria,  and 
where  white  men  are  emi)loyed,  the  schooner  carries  boats  of  American 
make,  has  her  hunters  armed  with  rifles  and  shotguns,  and  carries  all 
told  a  crew  of  4  men  to  each  hunting  boat.  The  men  are  engaged  in 
this  way:  The  hunter  who  shoots  the  seal  has  two  men  in  his  boat  to 
row  him,  making  3  men  actually  in  the  boat,  and  a  few  hands  are  left 
on  ])()ard  the  schooner  to  handle  her.  Thus,  a  schooner  having  a  crew 
of  lH)  men  all  told,  would  have  5  boats  and  5  hunters.  The  cost  of  the 
outfit  is,  for  such  a  schooner: 

Five  boats  costing  in  San  Francisco,  wliero  they  are  all  built,  $100  each $500 

Five  Marling  rifles,  at  $35 175 

Five  Hliotgniis,  at  $35 17f 


) 


Two  extra  guns 70 

Salt  for  seal  skins 200 

Five  thousand  rounds  amnumition  for  guns  and  rifles 125 

IMovisioiis  for  twenty  men  four  months,  at  $8  per  head  per  month 640 

luHurance,  one-third  of  year ' 175 

2,060 
EXPENSES  OF  A   TRIP. 

The  expenses  of  a  sealing  trip  in  the  Bering  are,  for  „ 

j_.  i\     ^  '    ^  w         X  o  7  Expenses  of  a  trip, 

a  tour  months'  craise:  * ' 

Captain,  wages,  at  $100 $400 

Ten  HiauHMJ,  at  $35  i>er  month 1, 400 

Five  ordinary  seamen  or  boys,  at  $20  per  month 400 

Paid  to  hunters,  at  $2  i)er  skin,  1,600  an  actual  average 3, 200 

5,400 
Total  expense  and  outfit 7,460 

As  the  hunters  are  i)aid  by  the  skin,  the  expenses  would  be  nu)re  if 
the  catch  was  larger.  The  expense  of  a  sixboat  schooner  would  be 
])roi)()rti()nately  greater  as  it  would  be  if  the  cruise  was  nuide  longer. 
Miln's  estimate  in  his  report  to  the  governor-general  of  (3anada,  is 
based  on  a  longer  cruise  in  a  hirge  schooner,  and  is  no  doubt  a  fair 
estimate. 

8till  the  actual  expenses  of  a  schooner  can  not  be  fijnired  accurately 
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except  by  the  owner,  who  r-harges  every  item  of  esrpense  against  hei  aa 
it  ]•«  [raid  our.  and  th^-  fi;rnre^  J  hu\>  givtrii  inily  serve  a!<  an  approxi- 
rnar/;  ^irle  W  tlie  Hveia;;^e  prorirs  of  a  nraling  tiip.  Accordinjc  to  Mr. 
Milrj'4  efttiruate^  a  big  srLrjr>u#'r  cati.liiiig-J.Nii  >eals  an  obs^rvedly  high 
e.'^tiinate;  would  make  a  ]>rofit  ot'4F4.44o  mi  h^-r  trip,  if  the  skins  sold  for 
S7.5fleaeb.  and  he  adds  chat  sh*;  eoald  eateh  liJHP)  skin.s  if  nndistnrbed 
by  a  UnitMl  Statf-s  Revenue  riiii.>er,  and  if  >he  fuald.  two  things  would 
hafifien.  Skins  would  droji  to  next  to  nothing  in  valae  and  there  would 
l>e  no  seal>  next  yi-ar. 
There  are  'J4  Virtorian  ><-hooner>  in  the  trade  and  32  San  Francisco 
^  .  ^  ,  and  i^i^K  S^iund  seho<iners.  making  a  total  of  olj  schoon- 
(UumWau  ;,u'\  Aw*-ri-  <-rs.  At  the  rate  ot  .».«mm»  skins  to  the  s4*mN>ner,  they 
'"•  '"""*-^'' '"  ''•*'  woiiUl,  ilundisrinlieil.  take  ir».sjK)«»  skins.  As  the  seals 
they  kill  in  the  Hering  an-  nearly  all  f^'mah-s  either  in  young  or  having 
t^  ii*--!  f  .j"^t  pupped.  th»r loss  of  S4'al  lift*  would  be  .3;i6JKXI.  To 
iu,ni'"'^A\ufliil^li  this  must  1>e  added  lUs.CKNi  killed  and  wounded  seal 
ijwrf.ifr.i.ri^-iriif^i.    .j„jI  i\^f,[y  pups  not  caught.  uiakiug  a  total  of  072,000 

seal  kilh'd  with  the  pres<-nt  fle**t. 

COST  OF  INDIAN  Ol'TFIT. 

Where  Indians  are  employed  as  hunters,  the  expense  of  the  outfit  and 
^     voyage  is  much  less.     The  Indians  hunt  from  their 

Of^tof  I  nil  inn  outfit.  *         .  •  ^       i  'ii   __  •*!  ,•--*.        i      j»  n         

own  skin  eannes^  kill  with  spi^ars  instead  oL  nreamiR, 
K/j  that  other  seals  are  not  frightened  away,  and  IWmI  themselves  on  seal 
l>lu)>b4M'.  They  are  paid  ^l.oO  j)er  skin  and  seal  with  two  men  to  the 
eniioe,  one  to  spear  and  one  to  paddh*.  The  cost  of  an  outfit  for  a 
K<!h<Kin<*r  earrying  thirty  Indians,  which  is  a  roinmon  number,  is  fifteen 
skin  ean^K-s  at  ^liO,  ^MH). 

The  expense  of  the  voyage  is  for  the  wag«*s  and  board  of  a  white 
eaptain  and  four  saihirs,  salt  for  seal  skins  and  a  little  tea  and  crackers 
for  the  Indians. 

Indian  sealing  being  so  much  e]iea])er  and  more  profitable  all  tlie 
M'JHKiiiers  would  engage  Indians  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  these 

Siwash  are  an  extremely  troubles^^me  race  and  require 
.nVmVr''"""""*"''^  *****  utmost  taet  and  skill  to  nuuiage.    Only  a  few  cap- 
tains can  handle  them  to  advantage  and  they  ai*e  mostly 
captains  wlio  have  Si  wash  l»hiod  in  their  veins. 

LOSIN(J  WOTNDEl)  SEALS. 

The.  statomeni  T  made  that  the  cai)ture  of  108,000  skins  meant  the 
„,,.„f  iif,.  death  of  72(M>00  seals,  needs  some  ex])lanation.    The 

sealing  lUM»t  begins  wink  in  the  Bering  Sea  about  June 
and  is  all  back  luune  l)y  the  end  of  September.  Diuing  this  period 
there  are  but  few  seals  in  the.  wat<»rs  of  I5eriiig  Sea,  except  females. 
The  male  seals  are.  all  at  the  breeding  islands,  either  guarding  their 

or.  |H.r  nni «f  ».«1h  1»«»»<'"»«  <>»*  Waiting  the  canning  of  the  females.  Ninety- 
kiiii-ii  ill  it<-riiiK  s^ii  live  per  cent  of  all  the  seals  killed  during  summer  and 
*''"'"^''''"  autumn  in  the  Bering  are  females. 

Thomas  Mowat,  esq.,  inspector  of  fisheries  for  British  Columbia,  in 
Ills  report  U)  the.  governor-general  of  Canada,  says  that  only  1  per 
cent  of  the.  Bering  collcM't ion  are  pups. 

The  feniah^  seals  killed  in  the  Bering  are  either  on  their  way  to  give 
birth  to  tlKMr  young  or  have  left  their  pup  on  the  islands,  and,  gidded 
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by  tliat  instinct  given  by  nature  to  all  mothers,  have     ^^ 
gone  forth  to  search  for  food  to  sustain  the  life  of  the       ®"  ^'      ^^' 
little  one.    In  either  case  the  death  of  the  mother  means  the  death  of 
the  young. 

In  the  list  of  skins  offered  for  sale  in  the  London  market  there  appears 
the  classification  "  black  pups."    These  are  the  skins     ..31^]^      ,.  ^^ 
of  unborn  seals  torn  from  the  wombs  of  their  dead  ^^^  *     * 

mother.    It  is  not  a  i)leasant  picture,  but  it  can  not  be  avoided. 

The  soft  eyed  seal  mother,  making  her  rapid  way  through  the  Bering 
S(^a  to  reach  the  islands  in  time  to  bring  forth  her  young,  for  she  knows 
that  the  time  of  gestation  is  nearly  at  an  end,  with  every  instinct  of  her 
nature  concentrated  in  the  thought  of  her  expected  delivery,  in  that 
condition,  of  all  others,  most  demanding  the  consideration  of  brutes,  let 
alone  of  men,  is  slain  by  the  ruthless  seal  hunters  and  her  pup  dragged 
moist  from  the  womb  that  his  skin  may  figure  among  the  proceeds  of 
the  sealer's  trip.  There  is  something  so  revolting,  so  hideous  in  this 
shiughter  that  even  the  sealers  themselves  do  not  care  tx)  talk  about  it. 

80,  too,  is  revolting  the  slaughter  of  the  female  seal  that  has  given 
birth  to  her  pup  and  gone  out  into  the  sea  to  find  food  to  sustain  the 
lives  of  both  of  them.  She  leaves  her  pup  on  shore,  a  helpless,  tiny 
tiling,  soft  and  pulpy,  and  only  able  to  wriggle  and  bark.  N^ature  haa 
tauuht  her  to  recognize  it  among  hundreds  of  thousands  by  its  plaintive 
bleat,  and  the  eagerness  with  which  she  rushes  to  its  side  when  she 
comes  ashore  shows  how  much  she  loves  to  fondle  and  care  for  it.  If 
the  mother  is  killed  the  pup  will  linger  on  for  a  time,  ^^ 
on  ly  to  die  of  starvation  in  the  end,  or,  because  of  weak-  ^"^* 

ness,  be  dashed  to  pieces  in  the  first  storm.  Thousands  of  these  orphan 
])ups  are  found  along  the  coast  after  a  severe  storm,  dead,  because  they 
iiad  not  sufficient  strength  to  exist  in  their  natural  element.  Had  their 
mothers  been  spared  till  it  was  time  for  the  pups  to  take  to  the  water 
and  live  on  fish  of  their  own  catching,  no  storm  that  ever  raged  in  the 
Arctic  Ocean  could  disturb  them.  The  seal  pup  can  live  a  long  time 
without  food,  which  is  a  wise i>rovision  of  nature, because themother  often 
has  to  go  a  very  longdistiinceto  fish,  but  after  a  few  days,  if  the  mother 
does  not  return,  the  i)up's  vitality  becomes  exhausted  and  it  dies. 

WHAT   HUNTERS  LOSE. 

In  atteni])ting  to  ascertain  exactly  the  number  of  seals  killed  and 
lost  by  the  Bering  Sea  hunters,  I  found  a  wide  diver-      ,^,  ,,     ^     , 

'^    ..     .     ,  ^.  '  AVhat  ImntorR  lose, 

gcnce  ot  statement. 

It  is  <>reatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  seal  hunter  to  have  the  reputa- 
tion of  h)sing  but  few  seals.  He  is  paid  by  the  skin,  and  the  more  he 
catches  the  greater  his  remuneration,  but  that  is  not  all.  The  hunter 
with  the  best  reputation  as  a  sure  catcher  is  in  the  greatest  demand, 
(•nil  sccnrc  employment  in  the  best  schooner  and  the  largest  sum  of 
jKlvjince  money.  I5(»sides  self-interest,  there  comes  vanity  to  urge  the 
hunter  to  n)ake  the  biggest  reputation  possible  for  himself. 

1\)  us(^  a  common  (expression,  the  seal  hnntrers  all  brag  about  their 
siirenoss  of  aim.  The  i)est  shots  use  a  rifle  aiul  fire  at 
a  range  of  trom  50  to  125  yards.  The  poorer  shots  de-  omiKSi?"  ^*** 
])en(l  on  a  shotgun  loaded  with  buckshot,  and  will  fire 
at  a  seal  up  to  50  yards  away.  The  Indian  hunt^TS  use  spears,  and 
j^uihlle  noiselessly  uj)  to  the  sleeping  seal  to  plunge  the  spear  in  its 
shoulder.  Tiiey  never  attempt  to  spear  a  seal  that  is  awake.  An  In- 
dian hunter  will  paddle  in  among  a  lot  of  "sleepers  "  and  spear  them. 
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one  iii'toY  the  other,  while  a  white  hunter  who  iise.s  firearms  alarms 
ev(^ry  seal  in  Uut  neighborhood  at  the  first  discharge. 
Tlie  Indians  lose  about  one-tliird  of  all  they  spear  eitlier  from  £edlure 
,    ,  ,.        to  kill  wlien  thev  strike  or  because  the  dead  seal  sinks 
too  quickly  lor  thcni  to  secure  it. 
The  white  hunters  do  not  get  one-half  of  all  they  shoot.    Some  hunt- 
ers are  very  careful  shots  and  will  not  iire  unless  the 

inm*itM8!   ''^    ^''** '  ^*'*^^  ^^  ^^'^^^  within  range,  but  the  seal  is  likely  to  sink 

b(»forc  the  boat  can  get  to  it,  or,  if  wounded,  will  dive 
like  a  Hash  io  g(»t  away.  A  number  of  hunt(»rshave  boasted  that  they 
secure  ninety  live  sealsfor  one  hundred  shots,  and  some  have  madeaffi- 
davits  of  even  more  wonderful  exi)loits.  They  presume  t4)o  much  ou 
jjublic  ignorainre  and  credulity. 

Only  tlie  head  of  a  seal  a]>j>ears  for  them  to  aim  at.  They  are  shoot- 
ing at  a  moving  object  from  a  moving  boat,  and  it  is 
Rrii'Suimu^^^^^^^       absurd  t^)  i>n»t«Mid  that  05  i)er  cent  of  their  shots  ai-e 

fatal,  and  that  all  the  seals  they  kill  are  i)icked  up 
before  sinking.  It  is  as  absurd  as  tlumgh  a  hunter  on  land  should 
boast  of  killing  0.">  ])er  cent  of  all  the  birds  he  aimed  at.  Theit*  are  a 
few  good  seal  liunters  whose  loss  <loes  not  (»xceed  25  per  cent,  but  they 
are  as  well  known  in  the  North  aschaini)ion  baseball  players  in  Amer- 
i(*a,  and  form  but  a  small  proiMU'tion  of  the  liOO  seal  hunters  who  signed 
lor  the  tri|>  this  year. 

Fortunat(^ly  it  is  not  necessary  to  depend  on  the  statements  of  the 

seal  hunters.  J  secure<l  ac<'ess  to  the  ship  accounts  of 
limTilll-Ht^Jt  HkuT""'  ^^cveral  sealers,  and  found  that  in  every  case  the  con- 
sumption of  ammunition  showed  more  than  ten  car- 
tnMges  us<'d  for  every  sealskin  captur(»d. 

J  spent  considerable  time  among  the  Si  wash  Indian  sealers,  and,  while 
they  brag  of  their  imlividual  prowess,  they  admitted  a  loss  of  *M)  i>er 
cent  at  least.  On  this  snbj«»ct  1  ai»i)end  a-  stat^Mnent  nmde  by  Oai)tain 
Olse]i,or  the  sealing  bark  IU'shiv  Unter^  of  Victoria: 

Oa]»tain   Olsen,  of  the  Ameri<*an  schooner  Uvhhw  7<^?/<<?r,  of  Astoria, 

rea^*lie<l  Victoria  Sej>teinber  l!7,  1881).  In  the  oflice  ot 
,.K^si'!ruVli^'Viw  the  Ameri<'an  consul.  Col.  li.  Stevens  he  said:  "I  took 
A'ii/.r.  sirt  to  Masti.  of  550  skiiis  ill  tlu*.  HiM-iiig.  Of  these  li7  were  laips,  520 
*''''''"'*'*  females,  and  .'5  male  seals,  whi<'h  I  killed  off  the  island  of 

Kodiak.  Most  of  \\\i^.  tenia  1(»  seals  w<'re  with  young.  I  had  a  green  crew 
a-ml  green  hunters.  They  used  shotguns  ami  sometimes  the  ritle.  They 
got  alxait  1  seal  for  every  .'» they  aimed  at.  Some  they  missed  alto- 
gether, and  some  of  the  woiin<Ied  ones  got  away.  There  is  great  risk 
of  losing  a  traveling  seal.  The  sleeping  seal  blow  up  an  air  bladder  that 
kee])s  tliem  from  sinking,  but  the  seal  when  awake  sink  easily.  Hooks 
are  used  to  grapple  them,  but  if  the  boat  is  some  distance  fnmi  the  seal 
when  it  is  kille<l  it  does  not  often  get  it.  For  that  reason  rifle  sh< Kiting 
at  h»ng  range  hardly  pays.  1  will  get  about  J 7.75  for  s<une  of  my  skins 
and  ^8  lor  others.  My  voyage  will  ]iay  because  1  ran  the  boat  on  the 
cheap.  I  only  had  two  men  to  the  boat,  and  only  paid  my  hunters  $1 
a  skin,  instead  of  $li,  whirh  is  ]>aid  to  tirst-class  hunters.  Some  very 
skilltul  hunters  do  not  h>se  many  skins.  They  will  never  tire  unless  a 
seal  is  at  close  range,  and  they  gemM'ally  kill.  Of  ctuirse  they  lose  some 
from  sinking.  All  the  hunters  brag  about  how  few  they  lose,  because 
they  want  the  reiuitation  of  being  g<)od  hunters.  The  better  reputiitioa 
tlM»y  have  tin*  better  clianee  they  get. 

''If  till?  leering  Sea  was  open  many  new  men  would  c^me  into  the 
business,  and  the  loss  would  Ik?!  greater.    Only  a  few  men  make  sue- 
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cessful  hunters.  It  is  like  being  a  clever  rifle  shot:  If  the  best  hunt- 
ers lose  ten  or  fifteen  in  a  hundred  the  other  kind  lose  ten  times  as 
many,  if  not  more.  Green  hands  will  throw  away  a  lot  of  ammunition^ 
shooting  at  everything  they  see,  whether  it  is  in  range  or  not.  You 
can  not  stop  them.  They  will  wound  more  than  they  kill.  If  the 
mother  of  a  young  seal  is  killed  the  pup  is  very  likely 
to  die.    It  will  be  so  weak  that  the  first  storm  wiU  ^^^^' 

dash  it  ashore  and  kill  it,  or  it  may  die  of  starvation.  I  have  seen 
l)ui)s  hardly  larger  than  a  rat  from  lack  of  nourishment.  A  starved 
or  negle(t(Ml  orphan  pup  is  nearly  sure  to  die.  At  one  storm  the  na- 
tives found  over  three  hundred  pups  washed  ashore  in  a  little  cove,  and 
the  water  around  was  full  of  dead  pups.  It  is  certain  that  nearly  all 
the  dead  pups  were  orphans.  The  female  seal  when 
suckling  her  young  has  to  go  out  into  the  ocean  in  **"  ®"  feeding, 
seart^h  of  food,  and  it  is  those  females,  or  females  on  the  way  to  the 
breeding  grounds  to  give  birth  to  the  young,  that  we  kill  in  the  Bering 
Sea.  We  find  some  barren  female  seals — female  seals  too  old  to  breed, 
or  that  for  some  reason  have  not  bred.  I  have  often  wondered  that 
there  are  not  more  barren  seals.  The  males  on  the  islands  will  secure 
twenty  or  twenty-five  females,  and  the  male  being  constantly  engaged 
in  fighting,  it  is  likely  that  many  of  the  females  are  neglected.  A 
young  s(»al  does  not  take  to  the  water  naturally.  He 
has  to  be  taught  to  swim.  The  hair  seal  will  pup  any-  iJ^J^  "®*  amphib 
when*,  and  the  imps  will  go  right  into  the  water,  but 
the  i'ur  seals  are  forced  to  go  ashore  to  bring  forth  their  young  and 
forced  to  leave  their  young  on  land,  while  they  go  into*  the  water  to 
feed  and  bathe.  I  sui)pose  that  if  everyone  could  kill  seal  in  the  Ber- 
ing in  a  few  years  the  seals  would  all  be  dead  except  the  males,  and  in 
time  the  seals  would  be  exterminated.'' 

VALUE   OF  SEIZED  VESSELS. 

In  ascertaining  the  value  of  the  vessels  that  have  been  seized  by  the 
United  States  (lovernment  for  illegal  sealing  in  the 
Bering  Sea  1  got  the  record  of  actual  sales  in  every  ^^J^aiueofoeiaedveg- 
ease  where  the  vessel  had  changed  hands  during  the 
past  six  years.  Many  of  the  schooners  were  bought  by  their  last  own- 
<'rs  at  private  sale,  but  others  had  been  sold  at  auction.  The  seized 
schooners  belonging  to  Boscowitz  and  Warren  were  all  sold  at  auction 
in  the  year  1885  and  were  bought  in  by  a  party  in  the  interest  of  Bos- 
cowitz for  '^1  each  ji hove  the  lien  on  them.  No  one  bid  higher  than 
that,  for  the  excellent  rejison  that  the  lien  represented  in  every  case 
tiie  full  value  of  the  boat  and  outfit,  and  was  given  by  Warren,  in  whose 
name  the  boats  stood,  to  secure  Boscowitz,  who,  being  an  American, 
could  not  legally  own  an  interest  in  boats  sailing  under  the  British 
i\c\^^.  1  api)end  a  certified  copy  of  the  sale  of  these  vessels  at  public 
auction  in  Victoria  in  1885. 

T.  T.  Williams. 

Vi(  TORTA,  B.  C,  October  1, 1889. 

UiMTi:i)  States  of  America, 

^Stutc  of  (Jali/oniiny  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  88: 

I,  ( 1(Mnent  Bennett,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  city  and  county, 
residing  therein,  duly  commiasioned  and  sworn,  do  certify  that  on  this 
4th  day  of  A])ril,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-two,  I 
careluiiy  comi)ared  the  foregoing  copy  of  a  report  of  T,  T,  Williams 
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with  the  original  thereof,  now  in  the  x>ossession  of  the  Alaska  Commer- 
cial Conii)any  of  San  Francisco,  California,  and  that  the  same  ia  a  full, 
true,  and  correct  transcript  therefrom  and  of  the  wliole  of  said  original 
report 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  liereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  offi- 
cial seal  at  mv  office,  in  the  city  and  county  of  ISan  Francisco,  State  of 
California,  this  4th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  181>2. 

[SEAL.]  Clement  Bennett, 

^^oiary  PuhUc 


Deposition  of  John  Wood  ruff j  scaler, 

PELAGIC   sealing. 

State  of  CALiFonNiA, 

Cify  and  ('onnty  of  San  Franc is-co^  ss  : 

John  Woodnitf,  hnvin*::  betMi  duly  sworn,  doi)osos  and  says:  T  am  21 

years  of  a*::c.     My  occupation  is  that  of  a  boatman.     I 
^  live  in  San  Iramisco.    I  went  cm  a  seining  yoyage  last 

fiavthrriami  1801.     year  ill  tlic  sch()(»ncr  Sonfhcrland,     \Vc  left  San  Fran- 
cisco in  March,  scaling  all  tlu»  Ny:iy  ahmg  the  coast.  We 
put  in  at  Sand   Point,  staying  there  a  week,  and  then 
Enf.'mi«i'rin!;s<>ii.   went  iuto  tlic  lUniug  S«»a.     \Vc  wtTC  iu  tlicrc  about  a 
onUrtMi  <nit.  wcc^lv  and  a  half,  and  wcr<*  ordered  out  by  the  Keyenue 

Cutter  hash.  Wc  caught  a  tew  s(»als  in  there.  When 
we  first  went  in  there  we  di<l  nf)t  s«»e  many,  but  after  we  were  in  thei'e 
a  whih^  we  saw  jdenty  of  them  that  h;ul  larger  breasts  that  were  full  of 
...  milk,  and  onr  catch  were  most  all  females;  the  ayerage 
tik.li  irn)  iniicH  from  would  !)«»  abont  one  man*  to  t«»n  temales,  and  we  killed 
^^*"'*'*  c<jws  in  milk  ir>t)  miles  from  tin*  seal  islands,    A  given 

WaRtoofiifo.  hunter  would  get  one  out  of  eyery  liyt*  or  six  that  he 

shot  or  killed,  and  an  ex]>erien<'ed  hunter  might  kill 
three  or  four  and  g<'t  one.    A  great  many  that  we  shoot  sink. 

After  we  left  the  Bering  Sea  we  hoye  to  outside  of  Iluamak  Pass, 
staid  there  about  three  days,  and  started  hom<»,  killing  a  few  young 
imi)s  <m  the  way  down.  Our  entin*  catch  for  that  trij)  was  between 
368  and  IMS  seals.  We  land<'d  most  of  them  at  Siind  Point.  The 
catch  we  made  from  there  to  San  Francisco  we  landed  here.  1  saw  a 
good  many  vessels  going  into  the  Bering  Sea.  There  was  also  quite 
a  nund)er  of  yessels  at  Sand  Point.  Some  of  the  yessels  go  through 
Unamak  Pass  and  some  go  through  the  Four  JVIountain  J*a«8.    That 

,    was  the  only  yoyage  I  made.    The  seals  are  getting 
epH.  wild  and  hard  to  catch.    Tht»re  are  a  great  many  green 

han<ls  in  the  business.  We  shot  at  eyery  thing  that 
came  along.  We  were  getting  50  cents  for  ey(»ry  skin  obtiiined.  Our 
l)oats  went  .SO  and  40  miles  from  the  schooner.  Sometimes  they  would 
leayc  in  the  morning  at  r»  and  not  return  until  next  day  at  4  or  5  in  the 
evening. 

John  Woodruff. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  oth  day  of  April,  A.1).  1892L 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

JS'otarjf  Fublie. 
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Deposition  of  Oeorge  Zammitt^  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALINa. 

State  of  California, 

Citii  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss : 

George  Zammitt,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  lam 
31  years  of  age.    1  reside  in  San  Francisco.    I  am  a 
machinist  by  occupation.    I  made  a  sealing  voyage  on     ^xporience. 
the  s<'hooner  iS*ei?ewt?/-«iir  about  eight  years  ago.    Cap-     severuytix^isso. 
tain  Potts  was  master  of  her.    We  did  not  hunt  at  all 
going  up  the  coast.     We  left  here  and  went  direct  to     Entered  Bering  sea. 
the  Bering  Sea.    We  went  over  to  the  Copper  Islands,     went  to  copper 

on  the  Russian  side,  but  were  driven  away,  and  we  ^»^*n^- 
came  back  towards  the  St.  Paul  and  St.  George  Islands     i>riven  away  by 

and  caught  about  20()  seals.    We  were  driven  away  ^"'*«*^**- 
from  there,  and  then  the  vessel  returned  to  Victoria,     Canght  200  seals. 
British  Columbia,  and  I  left  the  vessel  there.    We  only     shot  mostly  females, 
used  rifles.     We  shot  mostly  females.    I   was   boat-     r  m    •  *    ♦  v«n 

,,  -iTiii  -11  ■■■»,•        j_i  inuiscriminate  kill- 

l)uiler  and  did  other  work  also.    During  the  voyage  we  ing. 

lost  the  mate,  who  was  washed  overboard,  and  we  also     waste  of  life. 

lost  two  boats  at  the  same  time  in  a  storm.    We  sailed 

from  this  city.    We  fired  at  all  the  seals  we  could,  regardless  of  their 

sex.     We  got  one  out  of  every  six  or  seven  we  shot  at  or  killed. 

George  Zammitt. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[l.  S.J  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


TESTIMONY  RELATING  TO  THE  GENERAL  SEALSKIN  INDUS- 
TRY IN  THE  UNITEf)  STATES. 


Deposition  of  Oeorge  Bantle^  packer  and  sorter  of  raw  fur  sJcins. 

general  sealskin  industry. 

State  op  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss: 

George  Bantle,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  My  age 

is  53.    I  reside  in  San  Francisco.    I  am  a  i)acker  and  sorter  of  raw  fur 

Ex   rien  skins,  and  Lave  been  engaged  in  that  occupation  for 

xpenenoe.  ^^^  y^^^  twcuty  ycars.     My  calling  has  made  me  a 

judge  of  raw  seal  skins,  as  T  have  handled  in  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years 
from  10,000  to  15,0(K)  annually. 

I  can  tell  by  examining  a  skin  whether  it  was  caught  in  season  or  out 
of  season,  and  whether  it  was  c^iught  on  the  Russian  side  or  on  the 

Difference  between  American  sidc.  A  llussiau  skin  is  generally  coarser, 
Kussian  and  Ameri-  and  the  uudcr  wool  18  generally  darker  and  coarser  than 
*'*"'  the  skins  of  the  seals  caught  on  the  American  side.    A 

Eussian  skin  does  not  make  as  line  a  skin  as  the  skins  of  the  seals 
caught  on  the  American  side,  and  are  not  worth  as  much  in  the  market. 
I  can  easily  distinguish  one  from  the  other. 

Differenco  iietween       1  can  also  tell  by  examining  a  skin  whether  it  has 

male  and  female.  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^  ^.^.^^^j^  ^^.  ^^^^^^ 

I  have  examined  and  sorted  a  great  many  thousand  skins  taken  from 

sealing  schooners,  and  have  observed  that  they  are 
Nearly  a    em  e.    ,j^j^j.|y  j^]]  ft»„^ai(.j^^  j^  few  being  old  buUs  aud  yearlings. 

A  female  seal  has  a  smaller  head,  aud  a  larger  belly,  when  with 
young,  than  a  male  seal,  and  the  fur  on  the  belly  part,  where  the  teats 
are,  in  consequence  of  being  worn,  is  not  worth  much,  and  has  to  bo 
cut  off  after  being  dyed. 

G.  Bantle. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1802. 
[L.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  0.  Francis  Bates,  member  of  the  firm  of  Martin  BateSj  jr.^ 

d;  Co.^  furriers. 

general  sealskin  industry. 

State  op  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  New  Yorhy  ss: 

0.  Francis  Bates,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Martin  Bat43S,  jr.,  &  Co.,  and  am  the  i)erson  described  in  aud  who  yeci- 
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Ged  an  affidavit  oa  the  22d  day  of  June,  1893,  relating  to  the  value  of 
tbe  iiuliistry  of  manufa^tuiiDg  seal-skin  articles  in  tlie  United  States, 
and  other  matters. 

I  have  signed  the  firm  name  to  the  statement  hereto  annexed,  which 
has  been  prepared  fh>ni  a  carefiil  examination  of  tbe  firm  books,  and  I 
know  it  to  be  true  in  all  respects.  Tlie  seal  skins  tlierein  «  ,>,  . 
referred  to  ncre  all  purchased  at  Victoria,  British  akm" pnrebmsi" by 
Cohmibia,  and  are  of  the  class  commonly  known  as  J^  "  jj^''^* '^™" 
northwest  coast  skins,  i.  e.,  skins  from  animals  whicli 
were  4'aHght  in  the  Pacilie  Ocean  or  in  the  waters  of  Bering  Sea.  The 
statement  represents  all  of  the  skinsof  this  class  which  were  purchased 
by  my  firm  between  the  years  1880  and  1890,  inclusive,  together  with 
the  full  juices  paid  for  them.  I  believe  these  prices  to  represent  the 
average  value  of  northwest  coast  skins  at  Victoria  during  these  years, 
except  that  the  price  paid  for  the  small  lot  purchased  in  1S90  is,  as  I 
am  informed,  below  the  average  for  that  year.  I  find,  however,  upon 
referring  to  my  books,  that  this  lot  was  composed  of  small  skins,  some 
of  tbem  in  [H>or  condition. 

During  the  year  1891  we  purchased  no  northwest  coast  skins,  and  I 
am  thei'efore  unable  to  state,  of  my  own  knowledge, 
their  value  in  that  year,  but  I  understand  that  in  the  ^^,'""'  p'"^'»«**  1° 
I'all  of  1890  and  in  1891  it  was  very  much  higher  than  uministaeii  catch 
in  any  previous  year,  owing  entirely  to  the  diminished  jijj^PT^i'|io"»'""'i"n 
catch  of  sealskins  u]>on  the  Pribilof  Islands  by  the 
lessees  of  the  Government  during  those  years. 

C.  Francis  Bates. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  22d  day  of  June,  1892. 

[SKAL.]  Geoegb  Kissenger,  Jr., 

Notary  Public  (Ko.  99  J  City  and  County  of  New  York, 
Stattment  6jr  Mariin  lialetjr.  4'  Co.,  of  Ntie  York. 
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J}e})osiHoii  of  Max  HeiJbronner,   Secretary  of  tite  Alaitica   Commercial 
Company  of  San  Francisco. 

.'^kai.skin.s  rurchaskd  by  alaska  commercial  co. 
State  df  California, 

Vily  and  County  of  San  JVanctsco,  as: 
Miis  1 1  ci  lb  runner,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 
the  sei  retarj-  ot  the  Ahiska  Commercial  Company  of  San  Francisco,  and 
as  such  have  custody  of  all  accounts  of  said  company. 
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^*^i*SSS" V^  *JS}ra   '^^^^   following  tabulated  statement  prepared  by  me 
pauy  from  187^10 Si!  IVom   tliose  accouuts  sliows  tlie  fur-seal  skins  pur- 
chased and  8hipi)ed  to  the  company  by  its  agents  at 
Kiuliak  and  Unalaska  and  from  miscellaneous  sources  from  1871  to 
1891,  inclusive: 


Date. 


1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
187tt 
1877 
1878 
1870 
1880 
1881 
1H82 


Unalaska. 

1 

Kndiak. 

laiieuuH. 

510 

700 

444 

1.22:{ 

78 

725 
1,905 

:{54> 

502 
2.  500 
2, 001 
1,207 
930 
880 
1,030 

12 

124 

11 

59 

129 

516 
1,503 
2, 349 
1,223 
850 
502 
2. 500 
2,013 

1,  '.m 

941 

939 

1,159 


Date. 


1883 
1S84 
1885 
1S80 
1X87 
1888 
1889 
|H<K) 
1891 


Total 


UiialuBka. 

1,540 
2,ia't 
1,:W9 
2, 821 
4,<W7 
1,757 
3, 040 
2. 079 
2,  l»25 

Kadiak. 

10« 
35 
90 

223 

MiHt'el- 
laiieouH. 

494 

95 

543 

471 

Total. 


1,652 
2,218 
1,485 
3,044 
4,«87 
2,351 
3, 141 
3. 222 
3.396 


40,988 


The  district  covered  by  tlie  company's  agency  at  Unalaska  embraces 

the  stations  at  Unga,  Bolkott'ski,  Sannak,  Akoutan, 

DiHtrictBcovertMiby  Moslirovia,  Umuak,  Atka,  and  one  or  two  smaller 

Uiiaia8iLaau5Ka<iiak.  posts.    I  uui  credibly  mfomied  by  those  cognizant  of 

the  business  and  believe  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
skins  from  this  agency  were  captured  in  the  INorth  Pacilio.  The  dis- 
trict embrac(Ml  by  the  Kadiak  Agency  includes  the  stations  at  u])per 
and  lower  Kenai,  Prince  William  Sound,  and  sevt^ral  trading  i)OstH 
on  Kadiak  Island,  and  without  doubt  all  the  skins  from  this  agency 
were  caught  in  the  North  Pacilic.    A  large  majcuity  of  all  the  skins 

from  both  places  were  i)ups  a  few  months  old.    The 

tLoLe^orpups!^  "^*°**  «^J"«  under  the  head  of  miscellaneous  were  bought 

fr<un  difl'crent  vessels  which  brought  them  to  8an 
Francisco.  I  think  they  were  all  or  nearly  all  caught  in  the  I^ortli 
Pacific. 

Max  IlElLBBONNEB. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2d  day  of  May,  A.  D.,  1892. 
[L.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public* 


Deposition  of  George  Livbes,  furrier,  of  San  Francisco, 

pelagic  catch. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Franciaco^  ss: 

George  Liebes,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  My  age 
is  25.     1  reside  in  San  Francisco.    I  am  a  furrier  and  dealer  in  dressed 

and  raw  furs  by  occupation.  I  have  been  engaged  in 
that  business  for  the  last  six  years.  I  have  been  going 
to  Victoria  for  the  last  two  years  for  the  i)urpo8e  of  buying  both  land 
and  sea  furs.  In  1890  I  examined  14,000  fur-seal  skins  that  were 
brought  down  on  a  tender  from  Sand  Point,  Alaska.  That  was  the 
entire  catch  of  the  Victoria  sealing  tleet  uj)  to  that  time,  the  middle  of 
June.  It  was  transferred  at  Sand  I^oint  so  that  the  scliotmers  which 
hiid  the  catch  on  board  could  enter  the  Bering  Sea  clear  of  all  skinSy 
in  case   they  might  be  oveitaken  and  searched  by  reVeuuo   cut- 
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ters.  The  proportion  of  females  in  this  lot  was 
over  90  per  cent.  It  was  very  easy  to  distinguish  ai2Sn^JoSS?8iSjll?^** 
the  males  from  the  females  on  account  of  the  forma- 
tion of  their  heads,  the  belly  being  swollen  out  of  shape,  the  teats 
showiijg  signs  of  development,  and  also  showing  that  the  seal  had 
been  full  of  young  and  had  evidently  been  cut  open  and  the 
young  removed.  There  were  also  some  black  pups  among  the  lot, 
which  are  the  skins  of  unborn  seals  and  have  no  commercial  value. 

I  am  informed  and  believe  that  the  reason  of  there 
being  such  a  large  proportion  of  females  among  the  ^^uoulfteJ^H 
coast  skins  is  because  the  male,  which  is  powerful  and 
strong,  usually  swims  more  rapidly  and  at  a  longer  distance  from  the 
coast,  and  are  so  scattered  and  active  and  hard  to  catch  that  it  does 
not  pay  to  hunt  them.  The  female  heavy  with  young  easily  tires,  and 
sleeps  on  the  water,  and  is  easily  shot  while  in  that  condition. 

1  also  examined  a  i)ortion  of  the  catch  brought  to  Victoria  in  1891, 
and  the  same  conditions  as  to  females  existed  as  in  the  LargtHr  proportion 
previ(ms  year,  except  that  there  was  a  larger  proper-  '**^y®*''J*M,'*^*°'*  "^ 
tion  ol  yearling  skins  among  them. 

I  have  also  examined  skins  taken  by  hunters  from  the  Bering  Sea, 
and  there  is  even  a  greater  proportion  of  females  than      y  ,_.    ..  „ 

,,  ,    ,  ^^     4.1.  f       Ti.  •  •       i.     Ji-    i.-  Larger    proportion 

among  those  taken  on  the  coast.  It  is  easier  to  distm-  of  females  among  Ber- 
guish  the  females  in  the  Bering  Sea  skins,  for  the  teats  I'JJongTho^^f  co^S! 
are  fully  developed  from  the  seals  suckling  their  young  i    f  din 

and  they  are  caught  while  in  the  sea  searching  for  food.       ®"^  ^  ^     ^' 
Tlie  t'ur  on  the  belly  of  these  female  seals  is  very  poor  and  thin,  owing 
to  the  swelling  and  fever  in  the  teats,  caused  by  suckling.    Oftentimes 
female  skins  are  found  with  big  bare  spots  round  the  teats,  due  to  the 
same  cause. 

I  have  made  it  my  business  to  find  out  what  proportion  of  skins  of 
seals  killed  are  really  brought  into  the  market,  and  from  the  information 
which  I  obtained  from  the  sealers,  hunters,  and  those 

AX         ^  '  X   1  J    i-i     i.  1  Only   one    secured 

owning  the  skins,  I  learned  that  on  an  average  only  out  of  six  kuied. 
about  one  out  of  six  killed  was  secured,  varying  with 
the  expertness  of  the  hunter. 

In  former  times  the  seals  were  shot  with  rifles,  and  only  had  one  small 
hole  through  which  the  bullet  entered.    I^ow  shotguns     p  r    t«d  w 
are  used,  and  the  skins  are  fiequently  so  perforated  that 
they  look  more  like  a  sieve  than  a  skin,  which  reduces  their  commercial 
value  over  50  per  cent. 

In  the  i)ursuit  of  my  business  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  buy  and 
examine  t'ur-seals  taken  from  the  Commander  Islands, 
and  can  readily  distinguish  them  from  the  northwest  i,e^™dh!tfnct^'*'tVom 
coast  catch  and  those  taken  from  the  Pribilof  Islands,  that  of  the  northwest 
They  are  evidently  a  distinct  and  separate  herd,  as  the  SJU3s*°*^  rribiiof  i». 
foundation  of  the  fur  is  nmch  coarser,  and  at  the  same 
time  docs  not  cover  the  belly  as  thickly  as  on  the  Alaska  seal  and  is 
of  very  much  less  value.    The  proof  of  this  is  that  the  Commander 
Island  skins  bring  liO  per  cent  less  in  the  market  than  the  Alaska  skins. 
From  my  knowledge  and  experience  hi  the  purchase  and  handling  of 
fur  seal  skins,  I  know  that  the  skins  taken  from  seals 
ah)ng  tlie  coast  and  those  taken  from  the  Pribilof  Is-   thoSTof  Prfwiof^is^ 
lands  belong  to  the  same  herd.     In  buying  the  skins  lands  belong  to  same 
taken  from  seals  caught  by  hunters  in  the  Bering  Sea,     **   * 
the  i)iice  is  usually  made  for  the  lot  as  it  runs  without  any  limitation 
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as  to  yearlings,  the  yearlings  not  averaging  more  than 
Prioeapaid  for  skins.  2  Tier  cent,  whcreas  the  coast  skins  are  always  bought 

rroiK>rtioii    of   year-         -^i         t      .j.    a*  ^  i-  .        ,  ".  ^ -. 

lijigB.  With  a  limitation  as  to  yearlings,  one  price  being  made 

for  the  skins  and  the  other  for  the  yearlings.    In  these 
lots  the  yearlings  usually  average  10  i>er  cent. 
and^y^i'^skiul?"****^**^       ^  herewith  attjich  samples  of  dressed  and  dyed  for- 
an    y    8  iu«.  ^^^j  skiiis  of  the  Alaska  seals,  labeled  a.s  follows: 

Exhibit  No.  1,  showing  the  teats  on  the  belly  of  a  virgin  female. 
Exhibit  No.  2,  showing  the  teats  on  a  cow  heavy  with  pup. 
Exhibit  No.  3,  showing  ti»ats  on  a  cow  suckling  pups. 
Exhibit  No.  4,  showing  teats  on  a  bachelor  seal. 
Exhibit  No.  5,  showing  the  teats  on  a  wig. 

Gkokge  Liebes, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  A.  D,  1892, 
[L.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

^^otary  Public. 


Deposition  of  ITerman  Ltebes^  furrier,  San  Fran<;i8C0, 

GENEUAL   SEALSKIN   INDUSTKY  AND   TELAGIC   SEALING. 

City  and  County  of  New  Yorl',  ss: 

Herman  Liebes,  being  duly  sworn,  says: 

First.  That  he  is  50  years  of  age  ami  resides  in  the  city  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, California.    That  he  lias  been  in  the  fur  business 
Expenence.  siiicc  he  was  13  ycais  of  age,  and  established  in  his 

PurrhaiMMi  nkinH  own  busiucss  ill  Sail  Fiaiicisco  in  the  year  18<i4.    That 
iS«»  to'SS*^'''""*  he  first  began  to  buy  sealskins  in  the  year  J8<)5.    At 
,^,  ,     ,    ,.       that  time  he  made  his  purchases  from  the  Indians  cm 

Only  foinaiti  BkiDB.     .,  .  j.     x'i.i        4  x*  j.       1         !«•        j 

the  western  coast  ot  the  Anu»ncan  continent, who  oiierea 
to  him  only  the  skins  <»f  female  seals;  that  the  juice  he  originally  paid 
for  them  was  as  low  as  50  cents  ])er  skin;  that  he  oU'ered  the  Indians  a 

much  higher  price  lor  male  skins,  and  was  told  by  them 
nuae  Skins*"  ^"**^"'^  that  tlic  lualc  scals  could  not  be  caught,  and  that  many 

Indians  whom  he  has  personally  seen  kill  seals,  and 

from  whom  he  has  bought  skins,  have  t4>ld  him  that  male  seals  and  the 

KioHons  Uierffor    y^>^"^l?  ^'<>ws  wcic  too  activc  to  bc  cuught  and  that  it 

was  only  tha  female  seals  lieavv  with  young  which  they 
could  cat<;h.  The  males,  for  instaiu'c,  as  deponent  was  told  by  the 
seal  hunters,  come  up  Ui  the  surface  of  the  water  after  diving,  often  as 
much  as  a  mile  from  the  place  they  went  down;  whereas  the  females 
can  when  luegnant  hardly  dive  at  all. 
Deponent  says  that  from  his  own  observation  of  live  seals  during 

many  years,  and  from  his  personal  iiis] section  of  the 
mMoanTfomaSirskinJ!  skiiis,  lie  kiiows  the  diU'erciicc  bct  wccii  the  skin  of  a 

female  seal  and  a  male  seal  to  be  very  marked,  and 
that  the  two  are  easily  distinguishable.  The  skin  of  the  female  seal 
shows  the  marks  of  the  breast,  about  whi<?h  there  is  no  fur.  The  belly 
of  ihe  female  seal  is  barren  of  fur  also,  whereas  on  the  male  the  fur  is 
thick  and  evenly  distributed.  The  female  seal  has  a  much  narrower 
head  than  the  male  seal,  ami  this  diilerence  is  api>arent  in  the  skins;  also 
that  the  differences  betwc*en  the  male  and  female  skins  are  so  marked 
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that  there  is  now  and  always  has  been  a  diflference  in  the  price  of  the 
two  of  from  300  to  500  per  cent.    For  exanii)le,  at  the     pifforenoe  in  ri 
last  ©ales  in  London,  on  the  22d  day  of  Jannary,  1892,  of  mai^^^d^^mSS 
there  were  sold  30,000  female  skins  at  a  price  of  40  ^^"^** 
shillings  apiece,  and  13,000  male  seals  at  a  price  of  130  shillings  apiece 
on  an  average. 

Second.  That  from  the  year  1864  down  to  the  present  day  deponent 
or  his  firm  have  been  large  pnrchasers  of  sealskins  on 
the  wcvstern  coast  of  America  from  the  Indians  and  res-  i,iS^8?uceYw4**^  ^^ 
idents  on  the  British  coast;  and  deponent  believes  that 
he  has  handled  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  catch  ftom  that  time  down  to 
the  present.  That  during  the  whole  of  this  period  he  has  purchased 
from  3,000  to  40,000  seal  skins  a  year,  and  that  he  has  personally  in- 
spected and  physically  handled  the  most  of  the  skins  so  bought  by  him 
or  his  firm. 

That  from  the  year  1880  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  buying  skins 
from  American  and  English  vessels  engaged  in  what  is  now  known  as 
poaching,  and  that  he  has  personally  inspected  every  cargo  bought  and 
seen  unloaded  from  the  poaching  vessels,  and  subsequently  seen  and 
superintended  the  unpacking  of  the  same  in  his  own  warehouse;  that 
the  most  of  the  skins  above  mentioned  as  purchased  by  him  have  been 
bought  from  the  poaching  vessels,  and  that  of  the  skins  so  bought  from 
the  vessels  known  as  poachers,  deponent  says  that  at 
least  90  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  skins  were  those  8kh!r*fo!iKht'^°from 
of  female  seals,  and  that  the  skins  of  male  seals  found  poachers  those  ot 
among  those  cargoes  were  the  skins  of  very  small  ani- 
mals, not  exceeding  two  years  of  age,  and  further,  that  the  age  of  the 
seal  may  be  told  accurately  from  the  size  of  its  skin. 

Third.  That  the  skins  bought  at  Victoria  from  the  poaching  vessels 
are  shi])i)ed  by  him  largely  to  the  firm  of  C.  M.  Lamp- 
son  &  Co.,  in  London,  who  are  the  largest  sellers  of  laS'fr^omj^a^&a^e 
skins  in  the  world  and  the  agents  of  deponent's  firm,  coiisigned  largely  to 
That  he  has  been  through  the  establishment  of  C.  H.  ^omiou"'"^'''"^^'''' 
Lampson  &  Co.,  in  London,  very  frequently.    That  he 
has  frequently  heard  stated  by  the  superintendent  thereof  that  the 
great  majority  of  the  skins  received  by  them  from  what 
is  called  tlie  '^northwest  catch,"  that  is,  the  northwest  J^^^'^Z'i^'JIll  .^a 

.  1  •      '    A»  1  1  i.  T.  norths  oat  skina  and 

coast  of  V  ictoria,  are  the  skins  of  seals  caught  by  ves-  those  of  fLinaies  in 
sels  in  the  open  Pacific  or  the  Bering  Sea,  and  that  M^Lim\Zn  &  Co.  ^* 
a  large  ])roportion  of  said  skins,  amounting  to  at  least 
90  i)cr  cent,  were  in  his,  the  said  superintendent's,  judgment  obviously 
the  skins  of  female  seals. 

Fourth.  That  deponent  has  frequently  requested  the  cai)taiiis  of  the 
poaching  vessels  sailing  from  the  port  of  Victoria  and 
other  ports  to  obtain  the  skins  of  male  seals,  and  stated     imiiiceineDts  to 

.,,,^  1  ^      •        .      •  1  poachers  to  procure 

that  he  would  give  twice  as  much  money,  or  even  more,  male  skius. 
for  such  skins  than  he  would  i)ay  for  the  skins  of  fe- 
male s(»als.    Each  and  all  of  the  captains  so  approacihed  laughed  at 
the  idea  of  catching  male  seals  in  the  open  sea,  and 
said  that  it  was  iini)ossible  for  them  to  do  it,  and  that      ^  "^®    ^^^^  ' 
they  could  not  catch  male  seals  unless  they  could  get  upon  the  islands, 
wliicli,  except  once  in  a  long  while,  they  were  unalde  to  do  in  conse- 
quence of  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  United  States  Government; 
because  they  said  the  males  were  more  active  and  could  outswim  any 
boat  which  their  several  vessels  had,  and  that  it  was  only  the  female 
seals  who  were  heavy  with  young  which  could  bo  caught.    Among  the 
cai)tains  of  vessels  with  whom  deponent  has  talked,  and  who  have 

2716— v^L  II 33 
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stateil  to  him  that  they  were  uiuible  to  catch  anything  but  female  seals, 
are  the  foUowing: 

Captain  Cathcart,  an  American,  now  about  75  years  of  age,  who  com- 
manded the  schooner  )S*an  Diego^  and  who  subsequently  commanded 
other  vessels:  Capt.  Harry  Ilarlnson,  Capt.  George  \V.Littlejohn,Capt. 
A.  Carlson,  Gustav  Sundvall,  and  others,  whose  names  he  does  not 
now  remember. 

Fifth.  That  by  reasoT)  of  liis  h)ng  acciuaintance  with  the  business 

and  his  conversations  with  the  captains  of  the  vessels, 
u8to  o    1  e.  called  i)oa(*hers,  and  the  hunt<*rs  employed  on  those  ves- 

sels— thatis,  the  i)ersons  who  actually  shoot  the  s<nils — deponent  is  satis- 
tied  that  a  large  number  of  the  seals  which  arc  sliot  are  not  caught,  but 
are  lost,  and  that  the  number  so  killed  and  lost  is  at  least  25  to  30  pei' 
cent. 

Deponent  further  says  that  by  n^ason  of  his  knowledge  of  the  buai- 

Dccroase.  "*'''^^  ^^^-  kuows  that  tlic  uumbcr  of  seals  has  greatly 

Absolut*/  prohibi.  diminisluHl  witliiii   the  last   tive  years,  and  is  of  the 
lion  iieocHHarj'.  ojunion  that  open-sea  scal-tlshing  should  be  absolutely 

prohibited,  and  that  if  the  same  is  not  (hnu*  the  seals  will  within  two, 
or  at  the  utmost  three,  years  he  exterminated.  This  oi)inion  is  based 
nj>on  the  assumption  that  the  present  restrictifm  imposed  by  the  United 
States  and  Russia  on  the  number,  age,  and  sex  of  the  seals  killed  ui>ou 
the  islands  owned  by  Ihein  resptu-tiveiy  arc  to  be  maintained. 

i)(iponent  is  furtlier  of  tlu*  opinion  tliat  it  would  be  necessary,  in 
order  to  fully  protect  the  herds,  to  prohi])it,  at  least  for  a  time,  the 
killing  of  all  female  seals  anywhere.  1'hat  oiu*  n^asoii  for  deponent's 
opinion  that  the  total  number  of  seals  in  the  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea 
has  diminished  very  rapidly  is  the  fai't— which  flepoiient  knows  from 
the  I'act  that  he  buys  so  large  a  i)ortion  of  tln^  i)oa{'hers'  catch — that 

there  are  now  engaged  on  what  is  called  '* poaching" 
of^TuSinV?^^^^^^^^  '^^>^>^^t  (Mghty  vessi^ls,  and  that  abont  tive  years  ago 
and  aimiiiishni  catch  n^t  uiorc  than  tcu  vcsscls  wcro  engaged  iu  poacliiug; 
luTMSM'i.  ^^^^^1  i\i^t  the  total  number  of  skins  brought  in  by  the 

whole  eighty  vessels  is  now  not  very  nnich  greater  than  the  number 
brought  in  five  years  ago  by  ten  vessels.  The  ))oaching  vessels  a  few 
years  ago  have  been  known  to  g«»t  as  many  as  ;i,00(>  or  4,000  skins, 
and  deponent  has  bought  4,01)0  skins  from  one  V(»ssel,  whereas  no  poach- 
ing vessel  now  gets  more  than  a  few  hundred  with  the  same  size  crew. 
One*  vessel  last  year  sailing  from  Victoria  niadt^  a  cat<'h  of  1,900  skins, 
but  this  is  now  an  altogether  exc«4)tional  catch,  and  this  vessel  had  a 
<'rcw  twice  as  large  as  i»oa(Oiing  vessels  formerly  carried,  and  wsts 
e(inii»|)ed  with  from  twelve  to  lifteen  boats  insteatlof  liv<^  or  six.  One 
or  two  other  poaching  vessels  also  made  large  catches — that  is, 
over    I,-UO  skins — but   the   average  catch    of    the  ]»oaching  vessels 

is  not  more  than  a  few  hundred  ea<'h.  This  is  true, 
...iIIii'm.7iM)i^'!oV4^  although  the  poaching  vessels  are  now  e(iuii)ped  with 
in;::  v.ss.u.  much  more  experienced  shooters,  with  better  ritles,  and 

with  better  boats  than  any  of  the  vessels  had  Ave 
years  ago.  Many  of  the  poathing  vess<'ls  now  have  boats  iK)inted  at 
both  ends,  so  that  they  can  go  backward  or  forwanl  with  equal  ease; 
and  the  old  poacher  only  had  ordinary  ships'  boats.  Deptment  knows 
this  to  be  true,  because  he  has  seen  tlie  boats  and  talke<l  with  the  cap- 
tains of  the  schooners  about  them. 

Hkkman  LlEDEa 
Sw<»rn  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  April,  1892. 
[L.  s.]  Kdw^in  T.  Kice,  Jb., 

Notary  Public,  Xvic  York  County, 
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Deposition  of  Isaac  LiebeSj  furriery  San  Fra/ncisco, 

general,  sealskin  industry. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Isaac  Liebes,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at  San 
Francisco,  in  the  State  of  California.  I  am  by  occu- 
pation a  fur  merchant,  and  I  have  been  so  engaged  xpenenc©. 
])crnianently  for  the  last  twenty-three  years,  during  which  time  I  have 
been  constantly  handling  large  quantities  of  raw  fur-seal  skins;  in  fact 
more  so  than  any  other  individual  in  the  United  States  or  Canada. 
1  claim  to  bo  thoroughly  conversant  with  all  kinds  of  seal  skins,  and 
from  all  the  different  locations,  and  can  readily  distinguish  one  from 
the  other.  I  am  also  thoroughly  familiar  with  their  mode  of  capture, 
handling,  i)acking,  etc.;  also  when  the  skin  is  dressed,  dyed,  and  man- 
ufactured. 

Some  eighteen  years  ago  several  thousand  seals  were  taken  on  the 
Guadclupe  Islands  off  the  coast  of  Mexico,  but  their  q^^^j  j  i^  . 
huntingbeingunrestricted,  they  were  practically  exter-  «eaiS  prw-tfcaUy"  ex- 
minat(^d  inside  of  three  years.  So  much  so  that  a  ves-  *e"»»nate<i- 
sel  visiting  these  islands  some,  four  months  ago  was  only  able  to  secure 
3  fur  seals,  and  the  captain  states  that  he  does  not  think  that  even 
these  would  have  been  obtained  had  it  not  been  for  the  large  number 
of  caves  on  that  particular  island,  which  probably  gave  shelter  to  a 
few  of  the  animals  while  the  extermination  was  being  practiced. 

The  fur-seal  belonging  to  this  island  does  not  migrate,  the  climate 
being  sufficiently  uniform  all  the  year  round  to  make     q  ^d  in     oaid 
it  unnecessary  for  them  to  do  so.    Their  fur  is  of  a  dif-  notmij^at^*      *^ 
ferent  nature  from  the  northwest  skins,  being  much 
shorter  and  of  a  darker  color. 

The  Gallapagos  Island  rookeiy  was  much  larger  than     ^^j^      ^    ^ 
the  GujKielu[)e,   and  the  animals  have    also  become  neariy*extmct. 
nearly  extinct  there  by  reason  of  unrestricted  hunting. 

Several  vessels  have  visited  the  rookeries  in  the  vicimty  of  Cape 
Horn  and  tlie  Straits  of  Magellan,  and  the  last  vessel  ^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^ 
returned  from  the  latter  i)lace  only  hist  week  with  a  str£?fl  of  **M°ffe1un 
catch  of  twenty-six  skins,  re])resenting  a  seven  months'  JS^ula^."^  ^^ 
cruise. 

Heretofore^  some  expeditions  went  from  this  port  to  the  Shetland  Is- 
lands, but  their  catches  were  so  small  that  in  the  last  few     ^  .».  d  *i    ^  t 
years  no  hunting  has  been  done  in  that  vicinity,  it  be-  lauds  R©ai  exUnct. 
ing  understood  that  the  animal  is  extinct  there. 

ISAAO  LlEBES. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  3d  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1892. 
[L.  S.J  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public* 
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Deposition  of  Sidney  Liehes^  furrier^  San  Francisco, 

aeneeal  sealskin  industry. 

State  op  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss: 

Sidney  Liebes,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  My  age 

is  22.  I  reside  in  San  Francisco,  and  am  by  occupa- 
Experience.  tion  a  furrier,  having  been  engaged  in  that  business 

for  the  last  six  years.  1  have  made  it  my  business  to 
examine  raw  seal  skins  brought  to  this  city  for  sale,  and  am  familiar 
with  the  different  kinds  of  seal  skins  in  the  mark<»t.  I  can  tell  from  an 
examination  of  a  skin  whether  it  has  been  caught  on  the  Eussiau  oi 
American  side.    I  have  found  that  the  Russian  skins  were  flat  and 

smaller,  and  somewhat  diflcrent  in  color  in  the  under 
feriOTto^iMkS.  ^'  ^^  *^3,^  those  caught  on  the  American  side.    In  my 

opinion  they  are  of  an  inferior  quality.  The  Alaska 
skins  are  larger  and  the  hair  is  much  finer.  The  color  of  the  under 
wool  is  also  different.    I  have  no  dilliculty  in  distinguishing  one  skin 

from  the  other.    I  am  of  the  opinion  that  they  belong 

kan^herdsdlSfiiJct!^*  ^  ^^^  cntiicly  Separate  and  distinct  herd.    In  my  ex- 

Ninety  per  cent  of  amiuatiou  of  skius  offcred  for  sale  by  sealing  schooners, 

FSi."^^"'^'^"''^  I  found  that  over  90  per  cent  were  skins  taken  from 

females.  The  sides  of  the  female  skin  are  swollen,  and 
are  wider  on  the  belly  than  those  of  males.  The  teats  are  very  dis- 
cernible on  the  females,  and  it  can  be  plainly  seen  where  the  young 
have  been  suckling.    The  head  of  the  females  is  also  much  narrower. 

Sidney  Liebes. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[l.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  ruhlic. 


Deposition  of  John  X.  Ta)  Mad,  furrier^  San  Francisco. 

general  sealskin  indlstry. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

John  N.  Lofstad,  having  bei^u  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:   I  am 

48  years  of  age.     I  reside  in  San  Francisco.    I  am  by 
Experience.  occupatiou  a  dealer  in  furs  and  fur  goods.    I  have  been 

in  the  business  for  L'8  years,  during  which  time  I  have 

bought  large  numbers  of  dressed  and  undressed  fur  skins,  and  I  am 

.     ^  thonmghly  familiar  with  the  business.    I  can  easily 

thoro^Jperi^ian^dTrad  distinguish  tlic  Coppcr  Island  fur-seal  skin  in  its  un- 

Aiu8k;iii  anil  North-  drcsscd  statc  li'om  that  of  tlie  Alaskan  and  Northwest 

west  BkiuH and licrdtt.  .      i  •  mi  i»  x-      i       t   j.-       i.         -a 

coast  skins.  They  are  ot  an  entirely  distinct  and  sep- 
arate herd,  while  those  of  the  Northwest  coast  and  Pribilof  Island  are 
of  the  same  variety.    I  have  bought  and  examined  the  catch  of  a  great 

manv  sealing  schooners  during  the  last  ten  years,  and 
ceK^HkiM^  ^''^"^'^  observed  tliat  85  to  90  per  cent  of  skins  taken 

were  from  female  seals,  which  1  could  distinguish  by  a 
glance,  from  the  shape  of  the  skins,  textui-e  of  the  fur,  and  develop- 
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ment  of  the  teats.    My  observation  is  that  the  skins 

taken  from  seals  killed  on  the  islands  are  a  better    J'^^Vk?**.^"^*!?** 

quality  than  those  of  the  same  herd  taken  off  the  coast  than^ttjosc  of^clSSt.  ^ 

of  California.    This  is  owing  to  their  being  taken  at 

that  season  of  the  year  when  the  fur  is  in  its  prime,  and  also  taken 

from  the  best  grade  of  seals.    Those  that  are  caught 

off  the  coast  are  killed  indiscriminately,  and  are  largely     indiBcrimmatekm- 

females.    Many  of  them  having  borne  young  for  years, 

their  fur  is  inferior  to  those  of  young  bachelors. 

John  N.  Lofstad. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[L.  S.J  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Fuhlio. 


Deposiiion  of  Charles  E,  McGlennen^  director  of  the  Oeorge  G.  Treadwell 

Company,  furriers, 

general  sealskin  INDUSTRY. 

State  of  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  Neio  YorTc^  ss: 

Charles  E.  McClennen,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  T  am  36  years  of  age, 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  resident  of  Albany, 
ill  the  State  of  New  York.    I  am  a  director  in  the     Experience, 
(ieorge  C.  Treadwell  Company,  the  corporation  referred 
to  in  the  affidavit  of  George  H.  Treadwell,  verified  this  day.    I  have 
been  in  the  fur  business  for  about  eight  years,  and  during  that  time  I 
have  liandled  many  fur-seal  skins  in  all  tlieir  conditions.     I  have  read 
the  affidavit  of  John  J.  Plielan,  verified  the  18th  day  of  June,  1892.    I 
was  present  at  the  examination  of  seal  skins  therein 
referred  to.    While  Phelan  inspected  all  of  these  seal     Verifies  affidavit  <yf 
skins  I  assisted  him  in  the  inspection  of  about  three-  ii^p^ctionoftiM.*^ 
fourths  of  them.     I  know  that  of  those  we  inspected 
jointly  none  were  improperly  classed  as  the  skins  of  female  animals. 

Ohas.  E.  McClennen. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  20th  day  of  June,  1892. 
[sj^^al.]  .      •  E.  E.  MoCarty, 

Notary  Fublic  {No,  57)  in  and  for  the  City  and  County  of  New  York. 


Deposilion  of  J)r.  IT.  ff.  Mclntyre^  superintendent  of  AlasJca  Commercial 

Company  on  the  Pribilof  Islands, 

cost  of  placing  sealskins  on  tue  market. 

State  of  Vermont,  Orange  County,  ss: 

U.  II.  Mclntyre,  of  Randolph,  in  said  county,  having  been  duly  sworn, 
(l(*p()S(^s  and  says:  1  am  a  native  of  Vermont,  48  ^^  ^ 
years  old.  In  the  years  18G8  and  1869  I  was  special  ^pen^^^i^©. 
I  nite<l  States  Treasury  agent  assigned  to  duty  in  Alaska  under  par- 
ticular instructions  to  visit  and  report  upon  the  seal  fisheries  of 
Alaska,  and  from  1870  to  1889,  inclusive^  I  was  superintendent  of  the 
sealeries  for  the  lessees  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.    La  these  capacities  1 
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first  visited  the  seal  islands  in  the  summer  of  18G9,  and  every  year 
thereafter  until  and  incluviing  1880,  except  tlie  years  188:5,  1884,  and 
1885.  In  1871  and  1872  1  staid  there  continuously  for  about  sixteen 
mouths,  and  in  each  of  the  other  years  from  two  to  iVmr  nnmths  throui^h 
the  sealing  season.  I  also  visited  London  twice  during  my  superinten- 
dency  in  connection  with  the  sealing  industry,  and  was  at  all  times  ac- 
tively at  work  in  the  interests  of  my  employers.  My  duties  as  such 
superintendent  demanded  that  I  should  be  thoroughly  (jonversant  with 
all  the  details  of  sliipping  and  transjxu'tiiig  seal  skins  taken,  and  the 
necessary  expenses  incurred  by  my  emi)loyers.  From  my  knowledge 
of  such  expenditures  I  herewith  submit  the  following  statement  in  re- 
lation to  the  cost  of  putting  the  annual  <iuota  of  skins  obtained  on  the 
Pribilof  Islands  upon  the  market  when  a  hundred  thousand  seals  are 
killed,  and  1  believe  such  statement  to  be  practically  correet: 

Maintenance  of  island  establishmeiitH $12,000 

Salaries  of  employ<^8  (exclnsive  of  nativcH) 12, 000 

Transportation  to  San  Francisco 15, 000 

Transportation,  San  Frant-isco  to  New  York 20, 000 

Transportation,  New  York  t.o  London 6, 000 

Insurance,  $1,400,000  at  1  percent 14,000 

CoinmiHsion  foi  selling,  2^  per  cent  of  $1, 500, 000 37,  :'i00 

Storajxe,  cooiwraj^e,  twine,  salt,  etc 15, 500 

Int<'rc8t  on  tli*  plant,  10  per  cent  of  $100,000 10, 000 

Annnal  rental  ])aid  to  (iovernnient,  per  terms  of  lease 150,000 

Oldipitions  of  tbe  lease  for  lish,  fuel,  medicines,  et  c 25,000 

Supervision  of  linsinesH  from  San  Francisco 2(»,  000 

Yirst  cost  of  skins  to  natives 40, 000 

C(»8t  of  100,000  skins  delivered  in  London,  sold *J87, 000 

H.  H.  McIntvrk. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  at  Kandolpb,  this  first  dav  of  Au|^^ust,  A.  D, 
1892.    Before  me, 

[SEAL.J  W.  11.  i)u  Bois, 

Notai'y  rublic 


Deposition  of  John  J.  Phelanj  furrier. 

pblacjic  seaxing. 

State  of  New  York, 

Cily  and  County  of  Xew  York,  sh  : 

John  J.  Phehin,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  35  years  of  age,  a 
citizen  of  the  Unite<l  Sttites  ami  a  resident  of  Albany,  in  the  State  of 

Xew  York.  At  the  age  of  11  I  entered  the  service  of 
ExiKjrience.  JMi'.  (loorgc  C.  Treiulwell,  a  whoh»sale  furrier  of  Albany, 

I  remained  with  him  until  the  time  of  his  death,  and 
have  since  been  in  the  eini)loy  of  his  son,  Mr.  George  11.  Treadwell, 
who  has  sueceede<l  to  the  business  <'arried  on  by  his  father.  It  has 
always  been  a  part  of  my  oecu])ation,  beginning  with  the  age  of  11,  to 
handle  fur-seal  skins,  an<l  during  the  last  twenty  years  I  have  handled 
jiesu'ly  every  seal  skin  that  eame  into  the  factory,  1  have  for  many 
years  been  m  the  habit  of  putting  them  through  every  pi-o^'ess  con- 
nected with  their  prei)aration  for  nmnufacture,  excejit  that  of  dyeing, 
with  which  1  am  not  familiar.  I  have  removed  the  flesh  and  blubber: 
I  have  washed  the  skins;  removed  the  hair,  or  ''picked"  them,  shaved 
them,  and  dressed  them ;  and  in  this  way  1  have  ccmstantly  gone  over 
and  closely  obsi^rved  every  part  of  their  surfaces  in  all  tlie  stages  or  proo* 
eases  ttirough  which  they  pass  before  they  go  to  the  dyer. 
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As  a  rcsiil:  of  the  work  1  Imve  i)erf<)i mod  for  so  many  years  I  am 
iible  to  distinguish,  witliout  difficulty,  the  skin  of  a  fenude  seal  from 
that  of  a  male  seal.  Tlieie  are  generally  several  ways  in  whieh  I  can 
tell  them  apart.  One  of  the  surest  ways  consists  in  seeing  whether 
any  teats  can  be  found.  On  a  female  skin  above  the  age  of  2  years 
teats  can  practically  always  be  discovered;  when  the  animal  is  over  3 
years  old,  even  a  person  who  is  not  an  expert  at  handling  skins  can  dis- 
cover two  i)romii.ent  ones  on  each  side  of  almost  every  skin.  This  is 
because  after  the  age  of  3,  and  often  even  after  2,  al- 
most all  females  have  been  in  pup.  There  are  also  teats  i,a^e"pni.8.^  ■^*'"'"  **^*^ 
on  a  male  skin,  but  they  are  only  very  slightly  devel- 
oped. When  tlie  fur  is  matted,  as  it  is  in  salted  fiir  seal  skins,  the  male 
teats  can  not  be  found,  but  the  female  teats  of  skins  more  than  2  years 
years  old  can  be  found  under  all  circumstances. 

I  have  been  able  to  test  all  my  observations  as  to  the  teats  on  salted 
fur-seal  skins  by  following  these  skins  through  the  various  proc^esses 
which  1  have  described.  During  these  processes  the  skins  beccmiiB 
thinner  and  thinner,  and  the  teats  more  and  more  noticeable,  and  at  an 
early  stage  in  the  dressing  they  must  be  wholly  removed.  There  are 
other  ways  of  distinguishing  the  skins  of  the  two  sexes.  1  will  state 
a  few  of  tlicm. 

A  fiMuale  seal  has  a  narrower  head  than  a  male  seal.    By  the  word 
'Miead''  I  mean  hereto  include  the  part  of  the  body 
from  the  liead  down  to  the  middle  of  the  back.    I  be-  helSTblSi^nlaur''''^' 
lieve  all  men  who  have  handled  the  skins  of  both  sexes 
liave  noticed  this  point. 

Then,  again,  when  the  whiskers  have  not  been  cut  off,  they  generally 
afford  a  safe  means  of  distinguishing  the  sexes.  Male  whiskers  are 
much  more  brittle  and  of  a  darker  color  than  those  of  the  female  ani- 
mal. When  the  male  seal  is  over  G  years  old  it  begins  to  have  a  mane, 
and  for  this  n^ason  it  is  after  that  age  called  a  wig. 

Finally,  it  is  generally  possible  for  me  to  tell  the  skins  of  the  two 
st'xes  apart  by  just  taking  a  look  at  them  or  feeling  them.  I  sui)pose 
1  can  do  this  because  I  have  been  at  the  business  so  long  that  I  am  an 
expert  in  it. 

T\w  chief  classes  of  seal  skins  which  I  have  handled  are  the  Alaska, 
the  Northwest  coast,  and  the  Copper  Island  skins.     I 
can    always   distinguish    the  skins  of  these  classes.  cau/h**lI,\THti^^^^  u^uuirn. 
The  Northwest  coast  skins  are  most  easily  told  by  the     No  fomai.H  among 

,  ..  £. /•  1  J.    •        1  •  •  the  other  catclioa. 

very  great  ])r<)porti(m  of  females  contained  m  any  given 

lot.     Among  tlie  Alaska  and  Copper  skins  I  have  hardly  ever  seen  a 

female  skin. 

While  the  Alaska  and  Northwest  coast  skins  are  taken  from  the 
same  species  or  luM'd  of  seals,  I  am  convinced  that  the 
Copper  skins  are  taken  from  seals  of  a  different  herd.  ^^JJ|^ff'^'r<'"t  HptHies  ot 

1  have  noticed  the  difference  in  the  skins,  both  in  their 

raw   state  and   during  the  processes  of  dressing.    The  hair  of  the 

CopjxT  skin   is  shorter,  thinner,  and  generally  of  a 

somewhat  darker  color  than  that  of  the  Alaska  or  p^lr^'^'iru^i"!.'""^ '^''*^*" 

Nortliwest  coast  skins,  and  in  most  cases  the  difference 

in  sliai)e  is  sufficiently  marked  to  enable  me  to  distinguish  them  by 

that  means  alone. 

The  (lilltM'ence  between  the  Copper  and  the  other  skins  is  still  more 
marked  during  the  processes  of  dressing.     It  is  very  ^^^^^^ 

much  more  dilVicult  to  unhair  a  Copper  skin.     Further- 
more, the  pelts  of  the  Copper  skins  are  less  porous  than  those  of  the 
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other  skins.  Wliile  preparing  skins  for  clressin^:  it  is  necessary  to 
^'work"  them  and  open  the  pores  in  order  to  ^^leatlier"  them,  and  it  is 
durinij  this  process  that  I  lijive  noticed  the  fact  that  Copper  skins  are 
mn(!h  less  poroas  than  the  others.  The  pelt  being  harder  and  stiffer 
and  th'e  hair  more  brittle  we  can  hardly  ever  nnhair  a  Copper  skin  as 
satisfactoiily  as  we  can  the  other  skins. 

I  was  sent  to  New  York  from  Albany  a  few  days  ago  by  Mr.  George 
H.  Tr<»adwell,  with  instrnctions  to  go  through  a  certain  lot  of  seal  skins, 
which  I  understand  he  had  lecently  bong;ht  in  Victoria,  and  to  find  out 
how  many  of  these  skins  were  taken  from  female  animals.  I  have 
spent  four  days  in  doing  this,  working  about  seven  hours  a  day. 

There  were  several  men  wIm)  ivnpacked  the  skins  and  laid  them  before 

me,  so  that  all  of  my  time  was  spent  in  examining  the 
(pS^gic)'^'*"*^ ''**''*'  individual  skins.    The  lot  contained  3,55()  skins.    I 

found  that,  with  the  possible  exception  of  two  dried 
ones,  they  were  taken  from  animals  this  year;  they  were  a  part  of  what 
is  known  as  the  spring  catch.  I  know  this  to  be  the  case  by  the  fresh 
appearance  of  the  blubber  and  of  the  skin  as  a  whole.  This  affords  a 
sure  way  of  telling  whether  the  skin  has  lain  in  salt  all  winter  or  whether 
it  has  been  recently  salted.  I  personally  ins]ie(  ted  each  one  of  these 
skins  by  itself  and  kept  an  accurate  record  of  the  result.  I  divided  the 
skins  according  to  the  three  ioHowing  classes:  Males,  females,  and 
pups.  In  the  class  of  pups  I  placed  only  the  skins  of  animals  less  than 
two  years  of  age,  but  without  reicrcnce  to  sex. 

1  found  in  the  lot  305  males,  2,1(>7  females,  and  988  pups,    Leaving 

out  of  account  the  pups,  the  pcrcent^ige  of  females  was 

ftMuahi*:'"^"''* *"""""*  therefore  about  S2. 

The  great  majority  of  what  I  classed  as  male  skins 
were  taken  from  animals  less  than  3  years  of  age.  There  was  not  a 
single  wig  in  the  h>t.  On  the  other  hand,  nearly  all  of  the  female  skins 
were  those  of  full-grown  animals.  On  evei  y  skin  which  I  classed  among 
the  females  I  found  teats,  with  bare  spots  alxmt  them  on  the  far  side, 
Such  ban^  s])ots  nmke  it  absolutely  certain  that  these  teats  were  those 
of  female  skins. 

With  regaid  to  the  pup  skins,  I  will  say  that  T  did  not  undertake  to 
determine  whether  they  were  males  or  females,  because  they  had  a 
thick  coat  of  blubber,  which,  in  the  case  of  an  animal  less  than  2  years 
old,  makes  it  very  haid  to  tell  the  sex. 

All  of  the  skins  that  1  examine<l  were  either  shot  or  speared.    I  did 

.,,  ,  ,  ,    not  keep  a  close  count,  but  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 

about  io  per  cent  of  them  were  shot. 

The  result  of  the  examinaticm  is  about  what  I  had  expected  it  would 

Niin-t.Miti.R  In  ^^'-  ^^^^  figures  only  confirm  what  I  have  always  no- 
"NorthwcHi  cM.:i«t  ticcd  lu  a  gcucral  way,  that  nearly  nine-terMis  of  the 
waioB.'     "•*""'^   **'■  skins  in   any  shii)ment  of  Northwest  coast  skins  are 

those  of  female  animals. 

John  J.  Phelan. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  June,  1892. 

[seal.]  Willis  Van  VALKicNnuuG, 

Notary  Public,  Kings  Co.^ 

(Oert  filed  in  N.  Y.  Co.) 
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Deposition  of  Charles  W.  Priee,  furrier. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Charles  W.  Price,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 
34  years  of  age  and  reside  in  San  Francisco.    My  oc- 
cupation is  that  of  a  fur  dresser  and  examiner  of  raw     ^^nperience. 
fur  skins.    1  have  been  engaged  in  the  dressing   and  examining  of 
fur  skins  about  twenty  years,  and  I  am  an  expert  in  that  business. 
I  liave  examined  and  handled  large  numbers  of  fur-seal  skins,  both 
of  the  American  and  liussian  side,  andean  easily  dis-     ciaasesofskin 
tiuguish  one  from  the  other  irom  the  appearance  of 
the  skins.    The  skins  of  the  Russian  side  are  much  coarser  than  those 
of  the  American  side,  and  the  fur  is  a  little  darker;   more  of  a  cherry 
color.    The  top  hair  is  darker.   The  seals  on  the  Russian  side  are  a 
distinct  and  different  herd  from  those  on  the  American  side  and  are  not 
as  valuable.    The  skins  taken  in  the  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea  by 
hunters  are  of  the  same  nature  as  those  taken  on  the 
Pribilof  Islands  but  are  of  less  value,  owing  to  the  fact  sw^^fe^  valuable** 
that  they  are  taken  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.    Part  of 
them  are  stagy,  some  are  full  of  holes  from  being  shot,  and  the  fur  on 
the  belly  of  quite  a  number  of  the  female  seals  giving  milk  is  of  little 
value.     I  have  handled  and  examined  many  thousands  of  skins  pur- 
chased from  hunters  who  had  taken  them  along  the 
coast  and  in  Bering  Sea.    Fully  80  per  cent  of  them     Eighty  per  cent  fo- 
were  females,  which  skins  were  readily  distinguishable,  "i)^  pops. 

I  visited  the  Pribilof  Islands  in  1890  and  made  a 
careful  study  of  the  conditions  of  seal  life  on  those  islands.    I  discov- 
ered late  in  the  season  a  large  number  of  dead  pups  lying  upon  the 
rookeries,  which  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  starved  to  death. 

Charles  W.  Price. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[L.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  8.  W,  Saalburg,  bookkeeper  for  H.  Liebes  cfe  Co.^  furriers. 

general  sealskin  industry. 

State  of  California, 

City  a)id  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

S.  W.  Saalburg,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  The  following 
statistics  rohitive  to  the  number  of  salted  Northwest     jj^ortij^ 
Coast  seal  skins  purchased  by  the  firm  of  II.  Liebes  &  bbsObJ 
Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  CaL,  and  prices  paid  therefor, 
have  been  gathered  by  me  from  the  books  and  records     Prices  ond  number 
of  said  lirni,  covering  a  period  from  the  year  1883  to  ^JgSf^g^J'*""  **'^*^**^ 
ISDU,  inclusive.   I  held  the  position  of  chief  bookkeeper 
and  cashier  for  II.  Liebes  &  Co.  during  said  period  of  time,  and  know 
of  my  own  personal  knowledge  that  the  number  of  skins  set  forth  below 
were  duly  purchased  by  said  firm  at  the  average  prices  stated,  and  that 
payment  th(u*etbr  is  regularly  entered  on  the  firm's  cashbooks  of  the 
respective  years. 
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Stat'mtic8  of  jmccs. 


^*^^-         !..r»kii.H.     Amount  puiil.  ,,.Jr, 


I 


1H83 
1884 
188.'} 
1886 
1887 
1888 


11,  108 
0.854 

7.  r)«3 

17,  iOM 
13, 45!) 


iMSO.fM) 
02, 031.  m) 
74. 1*^.  75 
37, 729. 25 
90,  549.  r»() 
74, 956.  UU 


pru 

$4.34 
5.58 
7.  rui 
4.99 
5. 54 
5.57 


'lUrceiit  iiu*n>aAO  in  price. 


Year. 

^r'M^L     Amount  p«M. 

]iri(tf. 

Irt89 

24.486  i        $176,221.00 

:M),011            302. 417.  W) 

11.174             164.637.00 

1.322              14.506.00 

$7.20 
MO.  08 
•14. 74 
*10. 97 

1S90 

1K91 

181>2 

127,932         1,006.061.50 

1 

S.  W.  Saalburg. 

Subscribed  aud  sworn  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  June,  1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clement  I5ennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  B.  ff,  Stcrnfeh^  furrier, 

PELAGIO   SKALlSa. 

State  of  Califoknia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Franriseo^  ss: 

li.  IJ.  StemfelR,  liaviii^  becMi  duly  sworn,  doim.ses  and  says:  T  am  60 

years  of  a<^eand  reside  in  San  Francisco.     My  oex?iipa- 
Experience.        tioii  is  that  of  a  fur  merchant.     I  have  been  engaged 

in  handHn<]^  an<l  ]mrchasing  fur  for  twenty-six  years, 
and  1  am  tlioroughly  familiar  with  the  fur  seal  skins  in  their  raw  and 
dressed  cx)ndition.    There  are  known  to  the  trade  in  imrchasing  raw 

fur  skins  from  the  North  l*acific  and  leering  Sea  three 
cift«»eHof«eaiHkin«.  ^i^ff^.^.^.^^  Varieties— the  Copper  Island  skins,  the  West 

Coast  skins,  which  are  tlios<»  sliot  and  caught  by  huntera  in  the  water, 
and,  third,  those  tak(»n  from  the  l*ribilof  Islands.    The  most  valuable 

are  those  taken  from  Pribilof  Islands,  and  the  next  are 
leHH  vHhiailie*^  "***^  ^^^  Coi)per  Island  skins,  and  tliose  of  least  value  are 

what  is  known  as  the  West  Coast  catch.  The  latter, 
while  of  the  same  nature  and  from  the  same  herd  as  those  on  the 
Pribilof  Islands,  are  of  less  valu<'  becau.^e  many  of  them  are  eaught 

out  of  season.  The  skins  are  sta^y  ami  are  full  of 
hok^i""  ^"^^  ^^  "^'"'  holes  from  being  shot.    A  number  of  them  are  cows  in 

milk,  an<l  the  fur  on  the  belly  is  very  much  less  valua- 
ble on  that  account.  In  buying  the  catch  of  schooners  engaged  in  the 
sealing  business,  I  have  observed  that  fully  7.">  per  cent  of  them  were 

females  and  had  either  given  birth  to  their  young  or 

mafeg Va'Jkl'n'!'^"'*"* '^^    wcre  hcavy  iu  ]mp  when  killed,  which  was  easily  ob- 
served by  the  width  of  the  skin  of  the  belly  and  the 
small  head  and  develoi»ment  of  the  teat. 

B.  II.  Steknfels. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Sth  day  of  A])ril,  A.  D.  1892. 
[seal.]  Clement  liENNETT, 

notary  ruhlio. 
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Dejyosttion  of  George  R,  Treadwell^  president  of  the  George  C.  Treadwell 

Company^  furriers, 

general  sealskin  industry — pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  Albany^  ss: 

Georf^e  H.  Treadwell,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  55  years  of  age, 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  resident  of  Albany  County  in  the 
State  of  New  York.  I  am  the  son  of  George  C.  Treadwell,  of  Albany, 
who,  in  tlie  veat  1832  there  started  a  wholesale  fur  busi- 

i?  IT-  i.  Tx.  '    2.    J       •-1.T-        Experience. 

ness  of  a  general  character.  I  became  associated  with 
him  in  it  in  the  year  1858,  and  upon  liis  death  in  the  year  1885  suc- 
ceeded to  the  business.  It  has  been  earned  on  under  the  names  of 
George  C.  Treadwell  &  Co.  and  Treadwell  &  Co.  In  the  early  part  of 
this  year  it  was  turned  into  The  George  C.  Treadwell  Company,  a  cor- 
poration formed  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  of  which 
corporation  I  am  the  president. 

My  father  dressed  and  dyed  a  few  seal-skins  in  1832,  and  each  year 
thereafter,  and  in  1804  this  became  a  lucrative  item  of 
our  business.    Sincel870  the  house  has  boughtannually  lu^ndon"*  ^"*^^* 
from  5,000  to  0,000  salted  fur-seal  skins  in  London,  all 
of  which  it  has  dressed  and  dyed  in  Albany. 

In  this  industry  we  have  constantly  employed  during  the  last  ten 
years  about  forty  men  and  women,  who  receive  average 
Wages  of  $1.25^to  $2  a  day.    Our  ^'pickers"  get  an  tofabSi"^""^'  *'''^'' 
average  of  $1.25  for  each  skin,  and  they  handle  about 
three  a  day.    My  pay  roll  averagers  about  $500  a  week. 

I  understand  that  my  concern  and  that  of  J.  D.  Williams,  of  Brooklyn, 
have  heretofore  been  the  only  regular  and  recognized  dressers  and 
dyers  in  tlie  United  States.  Until  last  year  our  house  dressed  and 
dyed  skins  only  for  its  own  use. 

In  addition  to  dressing  and  dyeing,  our  house  annually  manufac- 
tures a  large  number  of  fur-seal-skin  articles.  1  am 
deeply  interested  in  the  protecticm  of  the  fur-seals,  cateh^ra^tiy  femjUw!! 
Wliile  the  Northwest  Coast  catches  have  of  late  years 
placed  upon  the  market  comparatively  cheap  skins,  and  in  that  way 
perliaps  benefited  my  particular  business,  yet  I  recognize  the  fact  that 
such  beneiit  can  only  be  of  tem])orary  duration,  for  I  have  always  noticed 
that  these  catches  are  largely  composed  of  female  skins,  and  I  know 
that  to  kill  female  animals  seriously  impairs  the  herd.  . 

Besides,  skins  are  being  now  put  on  the  market  at  such       "^*^     pnces. 
irregular  times  and  in  such  uneven  quantities  that  buying  them  has 
become  a  spe(*ulative  business. 

I  believe  that  the  whole  trouble  has  been  brought  about  by  the  Vic- 
toria and  other  pelagic  sealers,  who  furnish  the  present 
chea])  skins.    Both  in  order  to  maintain  the  herd,  and  jn^oK) Sus^m?^^^^ 
t^)   I'estorc  tiie  seal-vSkin  industry  to  a  sure  footing,  I 
shouhl  like  to  see  all  taking  of  seals  in  the  water  i)r()hibited. 

in  March  of  this  year,  I  made  a  contract  with  parties  on  the  Pacific 
coast  for  their  sujqdy  of  northwest  coast  skins  (/.  e,j  skins  taken  in  the 
Pacitic  Ocean)  cauglit  during  the  present  year,  and  about  a  month  ago 
I  receivcMl  the  iirst  consignment  under  this  contract.  It  was  composed 
of  tlu*  skins  of  the  spring  catch.  Later  on  I  expect  to  receive  two 
further  shipments. 
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Tlie  first  consignment  was  placed  in  cold  storage  at  the  Central 
Stones  in  Xew  York  City. 

A  short  time  since  I  consented,  at  the  reqnest  of  the  United  States 
Government  that  this  consignment  be  examined,  in  order  to  determine 

how  many  female  skins  it  contained.    To  perform  the 
«iav?tTf^!*j!phoruD.'  examination  I  detailed  John  J.  Phelan.     This  man 

has  been  in  the  employ  of  my  father  or  of  myself  since 
the  year  1868.  1  regard  him  as  one  of  the  most  competent  and  tmst 
worthy  men  in  onr  service.  I  have  road  an  affidavit  verified  by  biin 
on  the  18th  of  Jnne.  I  agree  entirely  with  what  he  says  concerning 
his  experience  in  the  handling  and  dressing  of  skins,  and  from  what  J 
know  of  his  character  and  abibty  I  believe  that  everything  stated  by 
him  in  this  affidavit  is  correct. 

Geo.  H.  Tee  ad  well. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  June,  1802. 

[SEAL.]  Geo.  N.  Cuyleb, 

Notary  Public,  Albany  County^  N.  Y. 

State  of  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  Albany,  Clerlc-s  Office: 

I,  Ansel  C.  Requa,  clerk  of  the  said  city  and  county  and  also  clerk 
of  the  supreme  and  county  courts,  being  courts  of  record  hehl  therein, 
do  hereby  certify  that  (ieo.  N.  CuyU»r.  whose  name  is  subscribed  to  the 
jurat  of  the  annexed  atlidavit,  was,  on  the  day  of  the  date  thereof  a 
notary  ]mblic  in  and  for  the  county  of  Albany,  dwelling  in  said  county, 
duly  authorized  to  administer  oaths  for  gcn<»ral  purposes;  and  that  I 
am  well  acquainted  with  the  haiulwriting  of  the  said  notary  public, 
and  verily  believe  that  the  signature  to  the  said  Jurat  is  genuine. 

In  testimonv  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  an<l  affixed  my 
official  seal  this  27th  day  of  June,  1802. 

fSEAL.J  A.  0.  Requa,  Clerk. 


Dejyosition  of  Henry  Treadicell,  member  of  the  firm  of  Treadwell  &  Co., 

furriers, 

general  sealskin  industry — pelagic  sealing. 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: 

Henry  Treadwell,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States;  is  70  years  of  age,  and  resides  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn, 
in  the  State  of  New  York. 

First.  That  he  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Treadwell  and  Company, 
which    has  been  engag<Hl  in  the  business  of  buying,  dressing,  and 

dealing  in  furs  since  ab(mt  the  year  18.'i2.    Tliat  for  the 

twenty  years  last  ]»ast  dep(ment's  said  firm  have  bought 

on  their  own  account,  dressed  and  dyed,  annually  from  5,000  to  8,000 

seal  skins. 

Second.  That  nearly  all  of  the  skins  purchased  by  deponent's  said 

firm  are  bought  of  i),  M.  Lam])son  and  Company,  of 

^il^  h^*"""  bought  London,  who  are  the  largest  dealers  in  seal  skins  in  the 

"cSrHofBtaUkins.  woi'ld.    That  thc  majority  of  the  skins  bought  by  said 

fb-m  are  a  part  of  the  skins  known  as  the  <^  Alaska'' 
catch,  that  is,  as  deponent  is  informed  and  believes  the  skins  of  s^da 
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killed  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  by  the  companies  having  leases  from  the 
United  States  for  that  purpose.  A  certain  number  of  skins  bought  by 
deponent's  firm  are  those  killed  upon  the  Eussian,  called  the  Com- 
mander Islands,  known  as  the  Copper  catch,  and 
about  30  per  cent  of  the  whole  number  of  seal  skins  cateh^^^***  ^^^* 
bought  by  deponent's  firm  are  what  are  calleci  the 
Northwest  Coast  skins;  the  skins  of  animals  killed  and  caught  in  the 
open  sea. 

Third.  That  the  skins  of  each  of  the  several  cat^^hes  are  readily  dis- 
tinf^iishable  from  each  other  by  any  person  at  all  experienced  in  the 
handling  of  seal  skins;  and  the  skins  of  the  Northwest,  Alaska,  or 
Copper  catch,  are  none  of  them  found  except  under  those  titles,  that  is 
to  say,  that  skins  of  the  ''Co])per  "  catch  are  not  found  among  the  "Alas- 
ka" seal  skins,  nor  those  of  the  Northwest  catch  among 
the  Alaska  or  Copper  seal  skins.  The  skins  of  the  three  di8tin|Si?baWe"^^  *^ 
catches  are  so  readily  distinguishable  from  each  other 
that  deponent  says  he  would  be  able,  on  the  examination  of  the  skins 
as  tliey  are  taken  from  the  barrels  in  which  they  are  packed  in  salt  and 
received  by  him,  to  detect  at  once  in  a  barrel  of  Alaska  skins,  the  skins 
of  either  the  Copper  or  the  Northwest  catch;  or  in  a  barrel  of  the  North- 
west catch  the  skinsof  either  the  Alaska  or  the  Copper  catch, orinabarrel 
of  the  Copper  catch  the  skins  of  either  the  Alaska  or  Northwest  catch. 
The  skins  of  the  Alaska  and  Copper  catches  are  readily  distinguishable 
from  each  other,  although  male  skins;  and  the  skins  of  the  Northwest 
catch  are  also  readily  distinguishable  from  both  the 
Cop])er  and  Alaska  by  the  fact  that  they  are  almost  mSu^^wies.  ^*''^ 
all  females,  and  all  have  marks  of  bullets,  buckshot, 
or  spears,  sliowing  that  they  have  been  killed  at  sea,  although  the 
Northwest  catch  belong  to  the  Pribilof  Island  herd. 

Fourth.  That  the  skins  of  the  Northwest  catch  are,  deponent  would 
say,  at  least  nine-tenths  of  them,  skins  of  female  seals. 
The  skins  of  the  female  seals  are  as  readily  distinguish-  mSes.**^  ^^'  ^°*  ^^ 
able,  before  being  dressed  and  dyed,  from  the  skins 
of  male  seals  as  tlie  skin  of  a  bitch  and  the  skin  of  a  dog,  or  the  skin 
of  any  other  female  animal  from  that  of  the  male  of  the  same  family. 
The  females  always  have  narrower  heads  than  the  males,  and  the 
breasts  alford  another  ready  means  of  identification  of  female  seals. 

Fifth.  It  is  equally  true  that  the  skins  of  all  the  other  catches  which 
we  had  in  prior  years  were  readily  distinguishable  from  each  other.  I 
have  not  seen  the  seals  in  their  native  rookeries,  and  can  not  speak  as 
to  the  distin<»nishing  traits  of  the  live  animal,  but  in  the  trade  and  in  the 
experience  of  our  firm  we  have  always  been  able  to  distinguish  readily 
^he  skins  coming  from  one  locality  from  the  skins  coming  from  another. 

remember  uj)()n  one  occasion  my  firm  received  a  consignment  of  skins 
Irom  London  which  bore  no  marks  familiar  to  us  and  which  skins  had 
fnot  been  desc-ribed  to  us,  and  that  my  brother,  who  was  then  at  the 
head  of  the  business,  and  who  is  now  dead,  said,  after  inspecting  the 
said  skins,  that  they  reminded  him  very  much  of  what  w^ere  formerly 
called  ''  south  latitude  skins,"  and  particularly  of  some  skins  which  he 
had  had  twenty  odd  years  before  from  Santa  Barbara,  in  California; 
and  ujion  incjuiry  from  the  Messrs.  Lampson  and  Company,  we  w^ere 
inlbnru  d  by  them  that  the  said  skins  were  the  skins  of  seals  killed  at 
Santa  l]arbara. 

Henry  Tread  well. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  first  day  of  April,  1892. 
[seal.]  WiLLARD  Parker  Butler, 

Notary  rubliCj  City  and  County  of  New  Yorh 
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AffidaviU  of  Joseph  UUman  tt  al.^  furriers. 

VALUE    OF    TUB    INDI'STRY    OF     THE     MANl'FAGTURE    OF    FUE-SBAL 

AKTICLES  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  number  of  Alaska  fur-seal  skins  which  are  imported  annually 
into  the  United  States,  after  dressing  and  dyeing  in  London,  is,  uix>n 

the  basis  of  the  importations  during  the- past  ten  years 

impoSwL   "^  **^*"'  '^^^^  ^iP^i^  '^  ^iiteh  of  100,000  skins  at  the  IMbilof  Is- 

lands,  correctly  estimated  at  05,000  to  75,0(K). 
The  value,  before  paying  duty  thereon  to  the  United  States,  of  each 

dressed   and  dyed  fur-seal  skin  so  imi)orted,  may  be 

^  *^"*^  "^ '"'** '*^'"-  said  to  range  between  615  and  $r>0,  with  an  average 

value  during  the  past  ten  years  of  about  >«25  a  skin. 

The  wages  paid  annually  to  peo])le  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and 

-„  ,  remodeling  of  seal  skin  articles  are,  on  an  average. 

wapesi^ua.  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^.^^^  ^^^,  ^^^^^^^  1(^m}  SkiuS,  $400,000. 

The  profits  made  annually  by  merchants,  wholesale  furriers,  and 
i»^«,    ♦■       1    ♦    retail  furriers  amount  to  about  $30  a  skin,  or  upon 

aud  furruTs.  70,000  sklUS,  $2, 1 00,000. 

The  amount  of  silk  consumed  annually  in  the  manu- 
Silk  (onMinnwi  in  facture  iu  the  Tnited  States  of  70,000  fur-seal  skins 

making  and  npair  <if    .     ^  ,.    ,  i   •       .1  •    •  ^'xi  .•    1 

•euifkiu artiiioa.        iiito  articlcs  and  IU  the  repau'ing ol  these artu'les,  may 

be  estimated  at  *15(M)00  to  m2()0,()00.    All  silk  which 
is  being  so  consumed  at  the  present  time  is  made  in  the 
United  States. 
Working  men  and       Working  mcu  and  womcu  are  enn)loved  in  the  in- 

women  cniplovtMl  aud      ,        ,  ..  "  i«      ^       •  1     i  •  i.*    1    '    •      xi       tt     -j.    ji 

wages  paid.  *  dustry  of  mauutacturing  seal-skni  articles  in  the  United 

States  as  follows : 


;   Nuntber.     Wages  per  di€Bk 


a.  FiiroiilterH  (i.  r.,  p<»oph»  who  trim,  repair,  and  prt»par«  the  general  ■ 
tilia^ie  of  Hkinn) I 

h.  Nai]«^r8  (i.  e.,  ]>eople  wlio  Htreti'h  and  nail  MkiuH  into  uhape  ou  j 
boardH) 

c.  Sewem  aiid    Hnislirrri  (i*.  e.,  jienpie  whit  ])iit  the  article  into  linal 
Bhape) 

d.  TlioHe  who  machine  Akins  (1.  e.,  remove  the  portion  of  guard  hairM  ' 
left  i»y  the  •*  uuhairerH") 


Total 


1,200 

$3.50  to  H.  BO 

600 

2.00  to  2.80 

1,5(K) 

1.50  to  2.00 

60 

2.0U 

:!.36tl  , 

1 

The  fur  cutteis  represent  skilh^d  labor  of  a  high  order.    They  handle 
about  (Mght  skins  a  day. 

•    ,  Xo  acc(mnt  is  taken  of  ])orters,  clerks,  salesmen,  etc., 

baiesmou,  etc.         '   enqdovcd  in  the  large  establishments. 

Dated  at  the  city  of  New  York,  June  21st,  1892. 


Jos.  Ullmann. 

Martin  Uates,  Jr.,  &  Co. 

IlARlUS  v^  HUSSAK, 

By  Alfred  Harris. 

Henry  Treadwell. 

PlsTATE  OF  John  Kuszits, 
By  K.  J.  Stake. 

AscH  &  Jaekal. 

C.  G.  GuNTUEB's  Sons. 
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The  f<)re<jroiii^  statement  is  the  one  referred  to  in  the  annexed  affida- 
vits of  Henry  Trend  well,  E.  R.  McOarty,  No.  52,  notary  public;  Hugo 
Jiiekcl,  Fnulerick  C.  Schmidt,  notary  public;  Franklin  L.  Gunther, 
Daii'l  L.  Towiu-,  notary  public;  Joseph  [Samuel]  UUmann,  Alfred 
Harris,  G.  Francis  Bates,  George  Kissinger,  jr.,  notary  public;  E.  J. 
Stake,  8.  Steiuheiuier,  notary  public,  New  York. 


Dejwfiition  of  Samuel  UUmann,  member  of  the  firm  of  Joseph  Ullmann, 

furrier, 

general  sealskin  industry. 

State  of  New  York, 

Citi/  and  County  of  New  York,  as: 

Samuel  IJlhnann,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  34  years  of 
age,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  resident  of  the  city 
of  Xcnv  York.  The  house  of  Joseph  UUmann,  in  which  I  am  a  part- 
ner, began  business  at  St.  Paul,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  in  1854. 
It  has  always  been  engaged  in  the  wholesale  fur  business,  and  since 
the  time  when  fur-seal  skins  first  became  an  important  article  of 
(toinmerce  in  this  country  it  has  dealt  in  large  numbers  of  them. 
I  liave  personally  liandled  seal  skins  for  the  last  twelve  or  thir- 
teen years,  and  am  familiar  with  the  whole  seal-skin 
trade  of  this  country.  The  house  of  Joseph  Ull-  ^penonce. 
niann  now  does  business  at  St.  Paul,  Leipzig,  London,  and  IS'ew 
York.  The  books  of  the  New  York  house  show  the  following  pur- 
chasers of  dressed  and  dyed  Alaska  fur-seal  skins  in  London  between 
tlie  years  1S85  and  1891.  All  of  these  purchases  were 
broiioht  to  this  c(mutry:  1885,11,818  out  of  a  total  8kiu7^?mpS?tV-''by 
Alaska  catch  of  about  100,000;  1886,  12,646  out  of  a  fi""  ^^om  im  to 
total  Alaska  catch  of  about  100,000;  1887,  25,344  out 
of  a  total  Alaska  catch  of  about  100,000;  1888,  17,900  out  of  a  total 
Alaska  catch  of  about  100,000;  1889,  14,160  out  of  a  total  Alaska 
catch  of  about  100,000;  1890,  3,569  out  of  a  total  Alaska  catch  of 
about  1-M,()00;  1891,  3,240  out  of  a  total  Alaska  catch  of  about  13,000. 

I  have  signed  the  name  of  Joseph  UUmann  to  the  an-     ^     ,     , 
uexed  statement,  which  I  have  carefully  considered,  codmtt  statenumt,  ex- 
and  to  the  best  of  my  information  and  belief  this  state-  ^^^l^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^ 
ment  is  correct,  except  that  I  know  nothing  abcmt  the 
silk  consumed.    I  regard  the  figures  given  therein  as  conservative. 

1  am  of  the  opinion  that  tlie  nations  interested  should  arrive  at  some 
aurecment  by  which  the  killing  of  seals  in  the  water 
will  br  stoppcMl.     It  is  true  that  the  Northwest  Goast  BhouilfbiatoVM."* 
catclies  have  of  late  years  placed  upon  the  market  a 
certain  number  of  good  skins  which  could  be  purchased  at  prices  far 
below  those  for  which  skins  of  the  Alaska  catch  were  sold.     But  I 
realize  that  this  can  not  continue  to  be  the  case,  for  it  is  a  matter  of 
common  knowledge  amongst  furriers  that  these  North-     Northwest  catch 
west  (oast  catches  are  composed  mainly  of  the  skins  of  composed  mainly  of 
female  animals,  and  1  understand  that  the  killing  of  fe-    ^''"**®** 
male  seals  is  rapidly  impairing  the  value  of  the  herd.     Then,  too,  dur- 
ing the  last  few  years  buying  fur-seal  skins  has  be- 
come a  business  Of  a  very  s])ecnlative  character,  be-  u-rSTthebuBiaew!*^ 
cause  it  is  impossible  now  to  calculate  at  what  times  and 
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in  what  quantities  they  will  be  plaued  upao  the  market.  It  requires 
from  three  tD  six  months  to  properly  dress  and  dye  skins,  and  if  while 
thif;  process  is  goin^  on  farther  sales  take  place  (as  has  been  the  case 
at  frequent  intervals  in  the  last  two  years),  the  tendency  is  to  unsettle 

the  market,  advance  or  reduce  the  raw  material,  and 
BtSdymlrkJt/^'^  *  ^^^^^  dircctly  affcct  both  dealers  and  manu&cturers. 

This  has  happened  of  late  years  only.    I  ascribe  the 

Decroaso  i«  cniisod  present  uusatisfuctory  condition  of  the  business  to  the 

ypeagcse  mg.      i^jm-ious  opcratious  of  tlic  Victoria  sealers,  whom   I 

furthermore  hold  directly  responsible  for  the  present  diminished  catch 

of  Alaska  seals  upon  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

Samuel  Ullmann. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  June,  1S02. 

[L.  s.]  GeorctK  Kissinger,  Jr., 

Kotary  Public  (No.  f)9),  City  and  County  of  New  York. 


Deposition  of  0,  Francis  Bates,  mnmher  of  the  firm  of  Martin  Baies^jr.^ 

d;  Co,j  f terriers,  New  York, 

general  sealskin  industry. 

State  of  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss : 

C.  Francis  Bates,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  G7  years  of  age,  a 
Ex  KrUnco  citizon  of  tlic  IJnitcd  Staters,  and  a  resident  of  the  city 

.xiK-ru-nco.  ^^^  ^^^^^  York.     Early  in  this  century  my  father  estab- 

lished a  wholesale  fur  business  in  this  city,  and  to  this  business  I  have 
succeeded,  I  have  been  engjiged  in  it  for  tlie  past  fifty  years. 
It  is  n()wcarri(»d  on  under  the  name  of  Martin  Bates,  jr.,  &  Co.  For 
many  years  we  liave  been  large  imrehasers  of  Alaska  (or  Pribilof 
Island)  fur-seal  skins,  having  boujLcht  in  London  and  brought  to  this 
NuiniKT  «f  skills  couutry  betwc^cu  the  years  1879  aiul  1891,  71,904  such 
Import tti  by  rirniiroiii  skius.  I  am  familiar  with  the  value  and  extent  of  the 
i8i9tui}?9i.  industry  of  manufaeturing  articles  of  fur-seal  skius  iu 

this  country,  my  bouse  Ir.ivin**:  until  veryreeently  been  largely  interested 
in  it.  This  industry  is  one  of  great  value  to  the  United  States.  The 
fur-seal  skin  is  in  many  respects  one  of  the  most  valuable  furs  that  has 
/ '...  iw..*-  o««  ever  been  jilaeed  on  the  market.  I  have  read  the 
<i»Yit  ot  .Nmciiii  statenuMit  hereto  annexcnl  and  signed  the  name  of  my 
iiiirl'H^vitiU;"^^^^  ^'**"  thereto.  I  believe  it  to  be  in  all  res])ects  correct, 
j,'rapii  of  Samuel  111  ]  havc rcad  the*  last  paragraph  in  the  affidavit  of  Samuel 
'""""  **  Ullmann  hereto  annexed  and  agree  with  what  is  said 

therein. 

C.  Francis  Bates. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  2i*d  day  of  June,  1892. 

[L.  S.J  (lEORGE   KiSSEXGER,  JR., 

Notary  ruhlic  {No.  9U),  City  and  County  of  Now  York, 
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Deposition  of  Alfred  Harris j  with  firm  of  Harris  dk  RussaJCj  furriers j 

New  York. 

general  sealskin  industry. 

Stape  of  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  New  YorJCj  ss  : 

Alfred  Harris,  being  duly  sworn,  says:    I  am  forty  years  of  age,  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of  the  city  of  New  York 
For  twelve  years  prior  to  February  1,  1892,  I  was  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Harris  &  Eussak,  which  still     ^^^*«°^- 
does  a  large  wholesale  fur  business  in  the  city  of  New   York.     I 
am  now  associaied  with  this  firm  in  its  business  and  have  charge 
of  its  manufacturing  department.    I  am  authorized  to  sign  the  firm 
name  to  the  annexed  statement,  and  the  reason  why  I  sign  it,    in- 
stead  of  one  of  the  partners,  is  that  I  have  a  much    more   inti- 
mate knowledge  of  all  branches  of  the  business  than  anyone  else.    We 
are  manufacturers  of  furs  of  all  kinds,  arid  a  large  proportion  of  our 
business  consists  in  the  manufacture  of  seal-skin  arti- 
cles.   Between  the  years  1880  and  1890  we  handled  ^^^^i^^tuB^ 
])er  annum  on  an  average  12,000  fur-seal  skins  of  the  l^dJggo®'^®®"  ^®®® 
three  catches.    Between  1885  and  1890  we  handled  *° 
from  35,000  to  40,000  Alaska  skins  which  had  been  dressed  and  dyed 
in  London.    Of  this  number  we  purchased  ourselves  in  London  and 
brought  to  this  country  about  nine-tenths.    I  have 
signed  the  name  of  Harris  &  Eussak  to  the  statement  ^^t  o^j^'uff^^*^ 
hereto  annexed,  which  I  have  carefully  read.    I  believe  af.,**and 'agreeTwitu 
it  to  be  in  all  respects  correct.    I  have  read  the  last  ^i^fiumSTn'S^^^*"*' 
paragra])h  or  section  in  the  annexed  affidavit  of  Sam- 
uel Ullmann,  and  I  agree  with  everything  contained  therein. 

Alfred  Habbis. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  June,  1892. 

[L.  s.]  George  Kissinger,  Jr, 

Notary  Publie  {No.  99),  City  and  County  of  New  xorTc. 


Deposition  of  Henry  Treadwell,  member  of  the  firm  of  Treadwell  dk  Oo.j 

furriers, 

general  sealskin  industry. 

State  of  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  New  Yorkj  ss: 

Henry  Treadwell,  being  duly  sworn,  says :  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Treadwell  &  Co.,  and  the  person  described  in  and 
who  vcuMtied  an  affidavit  of  the  1st  day  of  April,  1892,     ^^P«^i«°«^ 
relating  to   the   difference    in    the    skins    of   the   various    fur-seal 
catches  and  other  matters.    I  have  been  in  the  wholesale  fur  business 
for  ovi'r  forty  years,  and  took  an  active  part  init  until  two  years  ago,  when 
I  I'ctii  ed  from  business.    I  have  signed  my  name  to  the 
annexed  statement,  which  I  have  carefully  read,  and  vif of'jM^uun^^rt 
believe  to  be  correct  in  every  respect.    I  have  also  read  ««.  ^nd  agrecH  with 
the  hist  i)aiagraph  or  section  of  the  annexed  affidavit  saiiueruKSn's.^' 
of  Samuel  Ullmann,  and  I  agree  with  everything  there- 
in stated. 

Henry  Treadwell. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  June,  1892. 

[L.  s.]  E.  E.  McCartt, 

Notary  Public  {No.  52)j  in  and  for  County  of  New  Tori. 
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D>po9Ui4>n  of  Em\l  J.  .Sfat^.  mttma^r  «/  t^UU  *ifJohm  l?aw;if«.  Jmrrier^ 

A>v  Yorl\ 

ge5ebal  seilskin  im'u^tbt. 
State  of  Xew  York. 

f'ify  and  O^nnty  ##/  A^ir  r«>ri\  *#: 

Kiiiil  J.  Stake,  ]>triiig  duly  sworr.  saY<:  I  dm  2S  years  of  age,  a  citi- 
zi-ii  i>f  the  United  >taie>.  ahd  a  le^id^riit  ••!  tLt:  rity  of  New  York.  lu  1S51 
Ji»l:n  l:u>zit.-  e.-tiiMi>Le«l  in  the  city  Ntrw  York  a  large  wholesale  for  busi- 
nt-ss.  at  ih*' head  «*t  whii-h  he  TemaiLtnl  ui:iil  hi<  death  in  1S90.    In  1859 he 
inifHiited  11  seal  skni>!Toin  I^mdoii;  his  annual  im{^.irtaQons  giadually 
imiease^l  until  in  the  yt-ar  ISdT  he  imj-irteii  10».SO4 
dre>se<l  and  dywl  >eal  .skii»s  of  all  eatche^i.     II is  Ixtoks  show  the  follow- 
-   V   ,'.*  •  "*^  ifunhases  in  London  of  dressed  and  dyetl  Alaska 
•kiZV»'j^^-t'>».*  ^*^  fur  stral  skins,  all  of  whii^h  wen-  brought  to  this  coun- 
try:  1S>7,  9,000:  1S>S.  5,MN»:  1>>0,  G.SOO.    The:^e  fig- 
ures fairly  represi-nt  his  average  purchases  and  imi>or- 
tations  b«*t\vt-»-n  IS^i  and  1nS9. 
I  entered  the  einjiloy  i»f  John  Ruszirs  at  the  age  of  14.    Since  the 

ag«'  of  I'l  I  have  W-en  laniiliar  with  every  transaction 
xi-:rKu.*.  rnnnH'te<l  with  the  business,  and  uih>u  his  death  I  suc- 

eeMed  to  its  sole  niana;renient. 
There  are  now  employed  in  this  house  in  the  manufacture  of  fur 

artieh'S  alniut  140  men  and  women.  If  we  were  to  lose 
lu^i'iT  ofl'-.-'i.f  t.*3'  the  si-al-skin  industry,  1  do  not  know  what  would  be- 
•kiii  iiMin-try.  ronir  of  tlie  business  as  a  wlioK*.    It  wcmld  be  very 

seriously  eripple<l.  I  have  si«,med  thr  name  "Kstate  of  John  Ruszits," 
tlie  namV  under  which  the  business  is  now  rarried  im,  to  the  anncxeil 
Ktatenient.     I  believe  it  Xi\  be  correct  in  all  ivsi»etts.     With  ivpinl  to 

.  the  appr(»xiiiiate  number  of  i»e«ii»le  stated  to  be  em- 
jfit»ii.  iii.iii-try  iiiih.-  ployed  m  the  si-al-skin  industry  m  the  I  nitetl  states 
I  i,iN^istat.H'A-n#^   I  ^y'iii  y.jjy  ^],ij;    tiijit  prnbablv  iu  tlie  fall  and  winter  a 

r.;.r..-rH|.h  of  >.,ii,ii.-i  ^rn^atcr  number,  whili*  in  suninhT  lewor,  are  enqdoyed. 
1  iin.iii,  ^af!Mi:ixif.      j^jjj  J  |,^ii^.y,.  tin*  iiuinl.er  given  to  fairly  re])resent  the 

average  ninnber  employed  throughout  tlie  year.  I  agri^e  with  all  that 
is  said  )»y  Samuel  rilniann  in  tlir  last  paragraph  or  section  of  his  affi- 
davit verified  June  21  and  hereto  annexed. 

Kmil  J.  Stake. 

Sworn  to  before  me  tliis  2lM  day  of  June,  isiii'. 
[L.  s.)  S.  Stkimieimkr, 

Motary  Puhliv^  Site  York  County,  Xo,  .;^'.v  Uroadmiy^ytic  York. 


DvpoHitlon  ofllugoJiU'vh'l^  head  of  firm  of  Asrh  d'  Jafckel,  furriers  j  New 

York. 

oknkkal  sealskin  indistuy. 

State  of  New  Youk, 

City  and  (Utunty  of  Xnr  York^  sh: 

Hugo  Jaeckel,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  I  i  years  of  ago,  n  citizen 

of  the  Tnited  States  and  a  roident  of  the  city  of  New 

*****  '"'*■  York.     I  am  the  present  owner  of  the  business  which, 

since  the  year  1878y  has  been  curried  on  in  the  city  of  New  York  under 
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tbe  name  of  Asch  &  Jaeckel.     I  have  been  in  tbe  far  basiness  sinoe  I 
was  16  years  old,  and  am  now  engaged  in  the  wholesale  mannfacture  of 
furs.    I  do  a  large  business  in  far-seal  skins,  and  be- 
tween 1885  and  1890  annually  bought  and  imported  tSSo^^l^^mf, 
into  tills  country  from  London  from  6,000  to  8,000 
dressed  and  dyed  Alaska  fur-seal  skins,  and  a  proi>ortionate  num- 
ber of  fur-seal  skins  of  the  other  principal  catches.    I  have  signed 
the  name  of  Asch  &  Jaeckel  1o  the  annexed  statement,  which  I  have 
carefully  read.      I  believe  it  to  be  in  all  respects 
correct.    I  have  also  read  the  last  paragraph  in  the  davln? SS?  uiin22n 
annexed  affidavit  of  Samuel  Ullmann,  and  agree  with  ««a«M«n«i«gree«with 
everything  therein  contained.    The  same  is  true  of  an  ^^^^phTof  Limiud 
affidavit  verified  on  the  21  st  day  of  June  by  William  uiini«im'». 
Wiepert,  my  present  superintendent. 

Hugo  Jaeokel. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  22d  day  of  June,  1892. 

[L.  s.]  Fbedebiok  0.  Schmidt, 

Notary  PubliOj  New  York  County. 


Deposition  of  FranMin  L.  OuntkeVy  meinher  o/  the  firm  of  C.  O.  Ounther^e 

SonSj  furriersj  New  York. 

general  sealskin  industbt. 

State  of  Few  York, 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: 

Franklin  L.  Gunther,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  30  years  of  age, 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of  the  city  of  New  York* 
For  the  past  twenty-three  years  I  have  been  with  the 
firm  of  0.  G.  Gunther's  Sons,  and  in  1876  I  became  a     ^'^^p"^*"^^- 
member  of  it.     This  firm  has  been  in  existence  and  done  business 
in  the  city  of  Few  York  under  names  very  similar  to  its  present 
name  since  the  year  1820;  it  has  always  carried  on  a  wholesale  and 
retail  fur  business.    It  wiis  one  of  the  first  firms  to  introduce  seal- 
skin garments  into  the  United  States,  and  since  1857  it  has  constantly 
been  engaged  in  placing  them  upon  the  market.    It  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  buying  annually  in  London  from  2,000  to  6,000     ^^^^^  ^^   ^^ 
Alaskafur-sealskins,andithashandledverymauymore*  finu wmnS^. 
1  have  signed  the  name  of  the  firm  to  the  annexed  niSu»"fjS!uiiSiSmi 
statement,  which  I  have  carefully  read,  and  believe  to  ttai, 
be  in  all  respects  correct. 

Franklin  L.  Gunther. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  22d  day  of  June,  1892. 

[l.  S.J  Dan'l  La  Toweb, 

Notary  Public  for  Kings  County. 
(Certificate  on  file  in  New  York  County.) 
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Deposition  of  C.  O.  Otinther^s  Sons,  furriers^  UTeio  TarJc 

INDUSTRY — DECREASE    OF    ALASKAN    HERD    DUE    TO    DESTRUCTION 

OF  FEMALES  BY  PELAGIC   SEALERS. 

Relative  to  matter  of  depletion  of  seal  herds  of  the  Pribilof  Islands, 
this  most  deplorable  fact  is  due  in  onr  opinion  in  fj^reat  part,  if  not  en- 
tirely, to  the  action  of  sealers  in  the  indiscriminate  killinf:^  of  these  ani- 
mals while  in  transit  to  and  from  these  islands  for  breeiling  piir- 
IM)ses,  the  females  being  killed  in  nmch  greater  proiK)rtionate  numbers, 
owing  to  their  less  aggressive  nature  and  their  being  less  able  to  es- 
cape. While  on  their  way  to  these  islands,  the  cow  (female)  seal  is  in 
a  condition  of  pregnancy,  the  peri(Kl  of  gestation  ending  shortly  after 
their  landing.  If  interce])ted  and  killed  while  in  this  condition  the  loss  is 

obvious.  In  our  oi)inion  unless  stringent  measures  be 
protection  iiecoa-  adopted  ou   tlic  part  of  those  having  authority  on 

waters  adjacent  to  these  islands  and  on  all  contiguous 
bodies,  the  fur-seal  of  Alaska  will  soon  be  exterminateil  and  this  valu- 
able industry,  alike  of  great  iini>()rtance  to  the  people  of  Europe  and 
America,  will  have  received  its  deathblow. 

0.  G.  Guntuer's  Sons. 

State  of  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  Xew  I  orA*,  88: 

Franklin  L.  Gunther,  b(»ing  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  a  member  ot 
the  firm  of  0.  (r.  (iunth(»r's  Sons,  furriers,  of  1S4  Fifth  avenue,  New 
York;  that  the  foregoing  statement  expresses  the  opinions  of  the  mem- 
bers of  said  lirm,  and  that  same  is  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  aud 
belief. 

Franklin  L.  Guntuer. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  .lune,  1892. 

[seal.]  Dan'l  La  Tower, 

Notary  ruhlicfor  Kings  County, 
(Certificate  on  file  in  New  York  County.) 


Deposition  of  Samuel  Ullmann,  member  of  (he  firm  of  Joseph  UllmanHf 

furriers,  Xeir  York, 

gknkkal  sealskin  industry. — pelacilc  sealing. 

State  of  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  Xetr  York,  ss: 

Samuel  rihnann,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  1  am  a  member  of  the 
wholesale  fur  house  which  docs  business  in  the  city  of  New  Ynik  under 
the  firm  name  of  Joseph  rilmann,  and  am  the  person  descrilK*d  in  and 
who  vevifie<l  an  aflidavit  on  the  21st  day  of  June.  ls'.L\  relating  t^i  the 
value  of  the  seal-skin  industry  in  the  Tnited  States,  and  other  matters 
I  have  signcMl  the  name  of  Jose[>li  niniann  to  the  statement  hereto 
annexed,  which  has  lieen  prepared  from  a  careful  ex:imination  of  the 
books  of  the  house  of  sai<l  Joseph  rilmann  in  tht*  eity  of  New  York, 
und  1  know  said  statement  to  be  correet  and  true  in  every  resiHH-L 

All  of  the  si»al  skins  therein  rt^ferreil  to  are  of  the  eliuw 
•khw?****^"'  Coftiit  known  as  Northwest  < 'oast  skins.     In  this  term  I  mean 

to  comprise  all  skins  taken  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  or  in 
the  waters  of  Bering  ISea.    The  skins  in  question  were  purchaised  at 
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Victoria,  British  Columbia,  with  the  exception  of  499,  which  were  pur- 
chased in  August,  1889,  at  San  Francisco.  Said  books  show  the  fol- 
lowing assortment  of  portions  of  these  skins,  respectively,  1,835  and 
1,()7G  in  number,  bought  in  May  and  June,  1888,  together  with  the 
prices  i)aid  for  ea«h  grade  per  skin : 


1 1 


II  / 


May,  1888, 

88.")  Herinrr  Sea  seals $4.57 

551  West  Coast  Heals 5. 00 

.  102  West  Coast  gray  pups 1.2b 

y     2  West  Coast  pups 2. 50 

252  West  Coast  seals 5.00 


V    41  West  Coast  gray  pups 1. 00 

t     2  West  Coast  pups 2.50 

June,  1888. 

985  seal  skins 4. 80 

18  seal  skins 6.00 

100  gray  pups » 1. 25 

The  skins  marked  I.  formed  one  lot  and  represented  the  catch  of  a 
single  vessel.    The  same  is  true  of  the  skins  marked  II.    Tlie  percent- 
age of  gray  pups  contained  in  each  of  these  lots,  both  of  which  were 
bought  on  assortment,  is  not  an  unusual  one.    I  have  for  many  years 
]>ersonally  examined  numerous  shipments  of  IS'orthwest  Coast  skins  pur- 
chased at  Victoria.    I  have  had  such  experience  in  handling  fiir-seal 
skins  as  enables  me,  readily  in  most  cases,  but  always 
upon  careful  examination,  to  distinguish  a  femaile  skin  gkuismoaTiy'femakJ! 
from  a  male  skin,  and  I  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  a  very 
hirge  proportion  of  the  skins  in  such  shipments  are  those  taken  from 
female  animals.    It  is  also  true  that  a  large  number  of  skins  in  many  of 
these  shipments  are  rendered  almost  valueless  through 
the  numerous  bullet  holes  which  they  contain.    The  ®*  ^^' ' 

house  of  Joseph  Ullmann  has,  of  late  years,  been  one  of  the  largest  single 
buyers  of  seal  skins  at  Victoria,  and  my  knowledge  and  experience 
enable  me  to  state  that  the  prices  paid  by  this  house,  as  contained  in 
the  annexed  statement,  represent  fairly  the  value  of  such  skins  at  Vic- 
toria in  each  of  the  past  five  years. 

The  rapid  rise  in  the  price  paid  for  these  skins  in  the  years  1890  and 
1801  can  only  be  explained  through  the  sudden  de-  t  •    •    ri  e 

crease,  Avhieli  in  the  years  1890  and  1891,  took  place  in  **^  nsemp 
the  annual  cat(5h  on  the  Pribilof  Islands.  As  soon  as  it  became  known 
in  the  latt(»r  part  of  the  summer  of  1890  that  only  about  21,000  skins  had 
been  taken  that  year  on  the  Pribilof  Islands,  the  price  of  skins  rose 
rapidly  at  Victoria;  and  reference  to  the  annexed  statement  will  show 
that  while  in  June  we  had  bought  at  less  than  $7  a  skin,  in  September 
of  the  same  year  we  purchased  at  $11  a  skin,  these  September  pur- 
chases having  been  made  at  my  direction  immediately  after  the  receipt 
of  the  information  ccmcerning  the  reduced  catch  on  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

Our  Northwest  Coast  purchases  of  1891  were  made  in  open  market. 
Tlie  still  higher  i)rices  paid  in  that  year  were  directly  due  to  the  so- 
called  imxluH  Vivendi  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
wliereby  the  Pribilof  catch  was  reduced  to  7,600  skins,  and  sealing  in 
the  waters  of  Bering  Sea  entirely  prohibited. 

Samuel  Ullmann. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  June,  1892. 

[sKAL.]  George  Kissinger,  Jr^ 

Notary  Public^  City  and  County  of  New  York,  No.  99. 
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1887. 

ISSO— Continacd. 

IConth 

Number 
of  seal 

akins 

jpur- 
cnased. 

Ttital 
price. 

Average 

price 
per  Rkin. 

Month. 

Number 
of  seal 
Bkins 
par- 
chased. 

Total  price. 

Average 
price  per 

May 

730 

57 

4,706 

$3, 910. 00 

295.00 

27, 138. 40 

$5.35 
5.17 
5.76 

A  n  *ni8t ......... 

499 
630 

$3,607.75 
4,882.50 

$7.03 

Auinist 

October......... 

7.75 

October 

1888, 

1890. 

May 

1, 835       f8, 237. 95 
1, 076         4, 831. 40 
3,  516       20, 208. 75 
3,686  1    20,700.74 

$4.49 
4.49 
5.75 
5.61 

2,210 
613 
435 
2,618 
2,152 
1,828 
2,615 
1,366 

20,965.50 
5,332.50 
3,031.50 
28,766.00 
2:),  672. 00 
20, 605. 80 
90,358.90 
16,254.25 

0.48 

May 

.1  1 1  VI  A 

8.60 

8.07 

10.08 

11  00 

Jane 

T)n 

September 

October 

inj. . . . . . .... 

September 

"Hfi 

October 

11.37 

Do 

11.80 

1880. 

Do 

1L18 

April 

520 

1,992 

233 

138 

678 

24 

1,137 

$3, 230. 00 
13, 622. 20 
1, 440. 25 
1,060.75 
4, 800. 95 
150.  KO 
7, 159. 00 

$6.12 
6.62 
6.18 
7.61 
7.17 
6.28 
6.29 

^   ^^  ^"x^ 

May 

1801. 

Jane 

Jalv 

May 

1,487 

26 

105 

22,232.00 

812.00 

1,715.00 

Do 

14.05 

Do 

Do 

18.00 

August 

Julv. ....... 

18.83 

Jos.  XJllmann. 

Statement  referred  to  in  annexed  affidavit  of  Samuel  Ullmann. 

George  Kissinger,  Jr., 

Notary  Public. 


DepoHition  of  Elkan  Wassermann,  furrier j  San  Francisco, 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

Citif  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Elkan  Wassermann,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 
53  years  of  age.  I  reside  in  San  Francisco.  My  occupation  is  that  of 
a  merchant.    I  have  been   engaged  in  buying  furs  for  the  last  thirty 

yeiirs.    I  have  examined  and  b(mght  a  great  number 
Exi>erieiice.  of  scal-fur  skius  duiiiig  that  time.    Some  were  skins 

taken  by  hunters  off  the  coast  of  California,  and  others 
from  the  coasts  of  British  Columbia,  Ahiska,  and  Japan ;  and  I  have 
also  bought  skins  from  other  dealers.  Some  were  shot  and  some  were 
speared.    I  have  often  conversed  w-ith  the  hunters  relative  to  the  per- 

(tentage  of  the  loss  of  seals  to  those  taken,  and  some 
wast^  of  life.  tell  mc  they  get  1  out  of  6  or  6.     From  my  knowl- 

°**^*  edge  of  the  sealing  business  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
seals  will  be  entirely  exterminated  unless  protected 
from  the  indiscriminate  pursuit  in  the  waters  that  has  been  going  on 
for  the  last  few  years. 

E.  WASSBBMAim. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892.. 
[SEAL.]  Clrhsnt  Bennett. 

Notary  Pvblie. 


Protertiou 
aarj' 
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Deposition  of  William  Wieperty  superintendent  for  A$eh  &  Jaeckeljfur- 

riersy  New  York. 

GENEBAX  SEALSKIN  INDUSTBT. 

State  of  !N'ew  York, 

City  and  County  of  New  TorJc,  ss: 

William  Wiepert,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  47  years  of  age,  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Brooklyn, 
State  of  'New  York.    I  am,  and  have  been  for  the  last  six  years,  the 

superintendent  of  the  raanufacturinff  department  of     - , 

the  house  of  Asch  &  Jaeckel,  which  carries  on  a  gen- 
eral  wholesale  fur  business  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  between 
the  years  of  1880  and  1886  I  was  the  foreman  of  this  establish- 
ment.   Prior  to  1880  I  had  already  handled  large  numbers  of  fin*- 
seal  skins,  and  since  the  time  when  I  entered  the  employ  of  Asch  & 
Jaeckel  I  believe  I  have  handled,  assorted,  and  closely  inspected  at 
least  100,000  dressed  and  dyed  fur-seal  skins.    During  the  past  two 
years  I  have  handled  large  numberd  of  northwest-coast  skins  (t.  e.j 
skins  of  animals  taken  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  or  in  Be- 
ring Sea).    I  have  assorted  all  of  them,  and  in  doing  so  niSiy*^*iaei*'***'^ 
have  specially  noticed  the  fact  that  a  very  large  pro- 
portion were  skins  of  female  animals.    To  determine  this  &ct  in  the 
case  of  dressed  skins  I  see  whether  there  are  any  teat  holes.    I  never 
call  a  skin  a  female  skin  unless  I  can  find  two  such  holes  on  either  sid^e. 
These  holes  can  be  easily  distinguished  ftom  bullet  or  buckshot  holes, 
of  which  there  are  generally  a  great  number  in  northwest-coast  skins. 
In  the  case  of  a  shot  hole  it  is  always  evident  that  the 
surrounding  fur  has  been  abruptly  cut  off,  while  around  i^^'^  ^'^  ^"^^ 
the  edge  of  a  teat  hole  the  fur  gradually  shortens  as  it 
reaches  the  edge  and  naturally  ceases  to  grow  at  the  edge. 

I  have  just  looked  over  an  original  case  of  ninety 
dressed  and  dyed  northwest-coast  fur-seal  skins,  which  nJSSf  ^  ^'  °*°'  **" 
have  been  lately  received  from  London,  and  were  still 
under  seals  placed  on  them  in  London.    I  found  that  of  tLese  ninety 
skins  nine  only  were  those  of  male  animals. 

William  Wiepeet. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  22d  day  of  June,  1892. 

[SEAL.]  FBEBEBIOK  C.  SOHMIDT, 

Notary  PubliOj  New  York  County. 


Deposition  of  C.  A.  WilliamSj  head  of  the  firm  of  C.  A.  Williams  it  Co. 
and  member  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

PELAaiO  sEAxma. 

District  of  Columbia, 

CiUj  of  Washingtonj  ss: 

C.  A.  Williams,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of  the  dty  j^^J^y  '^HaMSl 
of  New  London,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  is  83 
years  of  age. 

First.  That  he  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Wil-     BrpwiMiot. 
liams  &  Haven,  whose  business  has  of  late  been  carried     ^'^***™"'^ 
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mi  by  him  iimler  th#'  firm  name  of  C.  A.  Williams  &  Co.:  tbat  said  flima 
Lave  l^eeii  and  tbe  latter  .still  is  engaged  in  the  whaling  and  seal  hunt- 
ing hn.Hine^H,  and  ]>rior  to  the  formation  of  said  firm  of  Williams  & 
Haven,  upwards  of  forty  years  figo.  the  same  business  was  carried  on 
by  deponent's  fatlier  and  gmndfiither,  trom  the  beginning  of  this  cen- 
tur>'.  That  duiing  the  time  said  business  has  been  in  deponent's  hands 
he  has  employed  upwards  of  twenty-five  vessels  in  the  sealing  business 
and  has  had  as  many  as  eight  or  ten  vessels  at  one  time  engaged  in 

that  business.  That  deponent's  vessels  have  taken 
^^Formw  iMarr#«  of  seals  duHng  the  last  forty  years  from  the  North  Pacific, 
*"*'*' ^'  Cape  rif  Good   Hope.  Cape  Horn,  South   Shetland 

Islanrls,  South  Oeorgia,  Crozetts,  Desolation  Islands,  Sandwich  Land, 
and  Oough  Island.  TJiat  immediately  after  the  cession  of  Russian 
Amerieatothe  United  States,  deponent  dispatched  the  American  bark 
Peru  Uf  the  leering  Sea  from  Honolulu  (whi^re  deponent  at  that  time 
had  for  some  3'ears  been  residing;,  for  tlie  pur^Nise  of  investigating  the 
XK>HsibilitieH  of  seal  fishing  in  that  ]o<*ality.    That  alK)ut  the  year  1870 

dejK^nent  was  associate<l  with  several  other  gentlemen 
ka*'?"nn«^^^^^^^^  "»   foriiiing  thc  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  which 

puny-  coin])aiiy  obtained,  in  the  year  1870,  a  lease  from  the 

United  States  Government  forai>eriod  of  twenty  yean 
of  the  right  to  take  seals  on  tlie  Pribilof  Islands,  in  the  Bering' Sea; 
those  islands  consisting  of  islands  St.  Paul,  St.  George,  and  Walms 
Island.  At  the  expiration  of  the  said  lease,  in  1890,  the  IJnited  States 
Government  invited  bids  for  a  lease  for  a  second  period  of  twenty 
years,  and  a  lease  was  given  to  the  North  American  Commercial  Com- 
pany, and  in  this  com])any  dei)oneiit  has  never  had  any  interest.  That 
during  the  whole  of  the  period  which  deponent  has  been  engaged  in 
this  business  it  has  had  liis  close  attention.  Deponent  has  ^Iked  at 
gr(*at  l(Migth  with  the  captains  of  his  various  ships,  most  of  whom  are 
now  no  longer  living,  and  with  officers  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
]>any ;  he  has  also  inspecte<l  many  thousands  (»f  skins  of  seals  caught  by 
iiis  vessels,  and  has  also  seen  many  thousands  of  skins  in  the  ware- 
htmses  of  ('.  M.  Lampson  iS:  Co.,  in  London.  The  members  of  that 
firm  at  tin*.  ])resent  time  are  Sir  (ieorge  Lami)8on,  Kmil  Teichman,  Nor- 
nnin  Lampson,  and  Alfred  Fraser.  The  firm  of  C.  M.  Lampson  &  Co. 
n^ceive,  handle,  and  sell  a  very  much  larger  number  of  seal  skins  than 
all  the  other  houses  in  tlie  world  together.  The  whole  catch  of  the 
Alaska  ( 'ommercial  Company  was  annually  consigned  to  that  firm  for 

sale  at  public  auction  in  the  city  of  Ijondon,  and  much 
coliKii'nn*"  IViImhImIJ  ^1»©  larger  i)roportion  ui'  all  the  other  catches  that  have 
of  rnhiio!  mill  i:uH-  been  made  by  dei)oneiit\s  vessels  in  other  parts  of  the 
rii"po,i^"!"'""  """*  "*"  woild  have  likewise  been  consigned  to  them;  and  the 

juesent  lessees  of  the  Pribilof  Islands,  deponent  under- 
stands, still  consign  their  catches  to  them,  as  do  the  Kussian  Seal 
Skill  ( 'onipany,  who  are  the  lessees  of  the  liussian  Islands  in  the  Bering 
Sea,  known  as  the  <'onimander  Islands. 

Second.  Deponent's  views  as  to  the  history  of  the 
iw\^i'r.Tih\K'*iinMm^^  Sealing  business  down  to  the  year  1887  are  best  set 
hh  fofiii  iiiHiiiirmciit  forth  in  a  statement  prepaivd  by  him  personally,  and 
Kn'il".'*'*^    *"   ^""    submitted  to  a  committee  of  Congress  on  merchant 

marine,  hereto  annexed  and  markiHl  A.  Before  snb- 
niitting  that  statement  to  the  committee,  depcment  submitted  it  to  the 
firm  of  C.  M.  Lampson  iK:  Co.,  of  London,  who  have  been  his  correspond- 
ents, and  in  reply  received  from  them  a  letter,  the  original  of  whieh 
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deponent  now  has,  and  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed  and  marked 
B.  Deponent  thinks  no  modification  of  the  statements  made  in  those 
two  communications  is  necessary  in  the  light  of  subsequent  events,  ex- 
cepting in  respect  to  the  prediction  of  the  Eussian  authorities  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  reckless  and  indiscriminate  killing  of  seals  by  the  Ameri- 
cans, the  Pribilof  herd  would  emigrate  to  the  Eussian  Islands.  That 
predi<5tion  has  not  been  verified.  There  is  no  intermingling  of  the  herds, 
and  the  skins  of  the  two  herds  of  the  Pribilof  and 
Commander  Islands  may  be  so  readily  distinguished  .-^^^f^J*?  f"**  ^°®- 
from  each  other  that  an  expert  would  have  no  dfficulty  temingie?  **  "***  ^' 
in  at  once  throwing  out  from  the  catch  taken  on  the 
Commander  Islands  any  skins  of  the  Pribilof  herd,  and  vice  veraa^ 
and  deponant  understands  from  persons  who  have  had     ^i  •      *  *v   v  _. 

1  -^        .  •       .-1  •       r-  /.  .1       ■!•    •  •  Skins   of  the  nerd 

long  experience  m  the  exammation  of  the  livmg  am-  readily  distinguish- 
mals  that  the  two  herds  so  differ  as  to  belong  to  sepa-  **^'®- 
rate  species  of  the  same  genus,  and  can  readily  be  distinguished  from 
each  other. 

Third.  Deponent  further  says  that,  commercially  speaking,  the  seal 
skins  now  coming  upon  the  markets  of  the  world  are 
obtained  principally  from  three  catches,  known  as  the     Present  sources  of 
Copper,  the  Alaska,  and  the  Northwest  catches.    The  '"foppir  skins, 
first  includes  the  skins  taken  by  the  Eussian  Sealskin 
Company  from  the  islands  of  Copper  and  Bering,  known  as  the  Com- 
mander Islands;  also  from  Eobben  Island  in  the  Ohkotsk  Sea.    The 
Kobben  Island  skins  differ  from  those  of  the  Com- 
mander Islands.    The  Alaska  catch  includes  the  seals     ^  **^*  '^^®* 
killed  upon  the  Pribilof  Islands  by  the  lessees  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  Northwest  catch  includes  the  seals  caught  in     ^^^,^1^^  .  ^. 
the  open  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea,  exclusively,  by  what       ^    ^®*  *  "**' 
are  known  as  poaching  vessels,  and  are  distinguished  from  the  Alaska 
catch  by  the  fact  that  they  are  all  pierced  by  bullet,  buckshot,  or  spear, 
and  are  almost  all  females;  and  the  skins  of  these  three  catches,  as 
deponent  has  before  stated,  are  readily  distinguishable  from  each  other 
and  are  Avell  recognized  in  the  trade  as  distinguishable  from  each  other 
and  the  differences  between  are  clearly  evidenced  in  the  different  prices 
whicli  have  always  been  obtained  for  the  seal  skins  of  the  three  catches; 
for  instaiH'e,  the  skins  of  the  Alaska  catch  now  com- 
mand and  have  always  commanded  by  20  or  30  per  AUwIaYkins"*^    °^ 
cent  a  better  i)iice  than  skins  of  the  same  size  from  the 
C()l)per  catch;  and  .:his  difference  is  also  recognized  by  the  Eussian 
Government,  who  lease  the  privilege  of  catching  upon  the  Commander 
Islands  upon  terms  25  per  cent  less  than  the  terms  exacted  by  the 
United  States  for  the  lease  catch  upon  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

Fourtli.  Deponent  further  says  that  the  skins  of  the  Northwest  catch 
are  almost  entirely  the  skins  of  females.     That  the 
skins  of  males  and  the  skins  of  females  may  be  as  niMtiy^femaies?**^^ 
readily  distinguished  from  each  other  as  the  skins  of 
the  (liflerent  sexes  of  any  other  animals,  when  seen  before  being  dyed 
and  dressed,  and  that  the  reason  why  the  skins  of  this     ^        ,^    ^ 

.,  I  ,  '  1       '       'I      J*  i'i.i_j.j.T_  1  Reason  therefor. 

catch  are  almost  exclusively  females  is  that  the  male 
seal  is  niu(;h  more  active  and  much  more  able  to  escape  from  the  boats 
en,ua<;('d  in  this  manner  of  hunting  than  the  female  sealj  and  that  a 
lai  ^e  number  of  the  female  seals  included  in  the  Northwest  catch  are 
of  animals  heavy  with  young.  A  large  number  of  females  are  also 
caught  on  their  way  from  and  to  the  Pribilof  Islands  and  their  feeding 
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groundH  before  and  after  the  delivery  of  their  young  on  those  islanda. 

Deponent  is  of  the  opinion  that  in  addition  to  the  seals 

*"*   °  *  **•  actually  caught  a  very  large  number  are  killed  and  not 

caught;  and  he  bases  this  o])inion  upon  the  declaration  to  him  of  large 

numbers  of  }>ersons  engaged  in  pelagic  sealing.    He  is  not  able  to 

state  accurately  what  that  proportion  is,  but  considers  that  two-fifths 

Fort  utitMit    ^^^*^^^^  ^®  ^  ^^^^y  conservative  estimate 5  that  is,  of  the 

y  per  ceil  «>« .  ^^^j^j  imj,||3^»r  killed  three  tilths  are  secured  and  two- 

ilfths  lost.    The  method  of  sealing  by  the  poaching  vessels,  that  is,  of 
shooting  the  seal  from  boats  and  catcliing  tliem  in  the  open  water  and 

then  salting  tliem  down  on  the  vessels,  affords  another 
fw'SlJrfhwwtVkinr^  explanation  of  the  diflerence  in  the  prices  obtained  for 

the  skins  of  the  IS'orthwest  and  the  other  catches. 
That  is,  nearly  all  of  the  skins  of  the  Northwest  catch  are  in  the  first 
place  marked  with  bullet  or  buckshot  holes,  and,  in  the  sei^ond  place, 
the  curing  being  done  on  the  vessels,  where  there  are  no  proper  facul- 
ties for  such  curing,  the  skins  are  inferior  to  those  cured  on  the  islands, 
whei*e  such  facilities  exist. 

Fifth.  I)eiH)nent,  by  reason  of  his  experience  in  the  business,  his  ob- 
servation, conversations  with  those  physically  engaged  in  catching  and 
curing  skins,  and  the  custody  of  herds  on  the  islands,  feels  justified  in 
expressing  the  opinion  that  the  numbers  of  the  seal  herds  have,  since 

the  intrt)duction  of  the  oi>cn-sea  sealing  on  a  large 
'*'***  **  *^  **'  Si'ale,  suffered  serious  diminution.  The  killing  of  large 
numbers  of  females  heavy  with  young  can  not,  in  deimnent's  knowledge, 
but  have  that  effivt:  and  the  killing  of  females  shortly  after  the  delivery 
of  their  young  can  not  but  have  the  effect  of  causing  the  death  of  their 
offspring  thn>ugh  lack  of  nourishment:  and  deponent  is  of  the  opinion 

that  if  no  restriction  be  imposed  ujwn  snch  indiserimi- 
^^ptwtion    neoM<  ,^^^^,  killing  as  has  been  going  on  in  Bering  Sea  and 

the  Xi>rth  Pacific  since  the  year  1885  by  the  poachers, 
the  stealing  industries  of  the  North  Pacific  will  follow  the  course  of 
those  industries  tluit  formerly  existed  in  the  southern  seas;  and  that 
there  is  only  a  measurable  time,  say  at  the  outside  five  years,  when,  if 
the  pivsent  condition  of  things  continues,  the  seals  of  Bering  Sea  will 
Ik*  as  extinct  as  the  seals  of  s<mth  sea  islands. 

l>eiH>nent  says  that  the  most  complete  protection  to  the  herds  would  be 

,,    ,  , ., .    the  absolute  prohibition  of  open-sea  hunting:  but  that 

tiou  tito  iH»t  iMvtix    It  !nay  l>e  suthcu^nt  pn>tiVtiou  tor  the  henls  m  the 

'**'"•  North  Tacitic  if  a  close  season  can  be  arranged  for  all 

the  seal  north  of  the  fiftieth  ]>arallel.  north  latitude,  and 
J«cm-»r^m.v.''*'^  west  of  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  degree  of  west 

longitude  fn^n  the  1st  day  of  May  to  the  1st  day  of 
November.  I  ViHMieut  regards  it  as  important  that  the  seal  hen!  should 
Ik*  protected  as  aUnc  indioatiHl  in  the  North  Pacific,  as  otherwise  they 
will  Ih*  exterminateil.  even  if  scaling  Ih»  prohibiteil  in  the  BeriDg 
Sea. 
Sixth.  Deponent  further  says  that  the  number  of  i>ers«>ns  who  are 
,  .     engUiTiH.!  in  the  handliii::,  dress! uc.  and  dveine  of  seal 

I  t'**4*'ll'*  \'X*  'Hill'*'     til  ^  »  »  •  ^? 

ihoi'iJiMtrvTtiyna:  skius  iu  iuvat  lU'ltaiu  is  about  L*.oO} I.  many  of  whom 
Hriuin*uathciai:«i  arc  exiHUi  workuicu  and  nveive  hi^rh  was:es:  and  the 

numbej  m  the  I  nitcd  >tatcs  is  abt»ut  'MH.K  The  nam- 
ber  of  i>ersons  engaged  uivni  the  imuchinu:  vessels  is  alH>ut  10  to  each 
vesj^^l,  and  a  considerable  number  ot  the  i»ers<.>us  engaged  apoa  the 
Canadian  sealers  are  American  citizens. 


SEALSKIN  INDUSTRY   IN   UNITED   STATES.  539 

The  amount  of  revenue  derived  by  the  Uuited  States  from  the  Alaska 
catch  can  be  estimated  from  the  following  figures,  care-     ^         den   db 
fully  compiled  by  deponent,  from  1872  to  1887,  inclu-  united" states^ from 

gly^ »  Alaska  cafcoh. 

The  total  number  of  skins  dressed  and  dyed  in  London  and  shipped 
to  the  United  States  during  those  sixteen  years,  was  ^^^^  dressed  and 
825,000.  The  value  of  the  same  was  £3,253,941,  which  dyed  in  London  and 
at  exchange  of  $4.80  would  produce  $16,618,916;  the  ^^^^  ^  ^""^^^^ 
duty  upon  which  at  20  per  cent  ad  valorem  would  be 
$3,123,783.  The  average  duty  per  annum  is  $195,236.  The  average 
rental  received  by  the  Government  and  tax  during  these  years  from 
the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  was  $317,600,  making  a  total  aver- 
age to  the  United  States  from  the  Alaska  seal  skins  of  $612,736;  and 
the  total  during  the  sixteen  years  above  noted  of  $8,203,776,  all  of 
which,  as  deponent  believes,  will  be  lost  to  the  United  States  in  the 
future  if  the  destruction  is  not  prohibited.  Deponent  believes  and  says 
that  if  unrCv^tricted  pelagic  sealing  be  allowed  to  con-  j^^^t  of  unre- 
tinue  throughout  the  whole  of  Bering  Sea,  not  only  etricted  pelagic  seal- 
will  tlie  United  States  Government  soon  be  deprived  ^*^- 
of  a  considerable  annual  revenue,  and  over  2,000  English  workmen  of 
skilled  employment,  of  which  they  now  have  a  practical  monopoly,  but 
a  portion  of  the  civilized  world  will  hereafter  be  deprived  of  a  useful 
and  valuable  fur-bearing  animal;  and  a  great  and  irreparable  injury 
will  thus  be  done  to  various  legitimate  industries  which  have  been  built 
up  by  the  authorized  lessees  of  Eussia  and  the  United  States  and  the 
£rm  of  C.  M.  Lampson  &  Co.,  which  industries  are  confined  to  one  lo- 
cality and  which  if  fostered  promise  to  continue  in  existence  for  an  in- 
definite length  of  time;  while  in  return  for  such  injury  there  will  be 
only  a  comi)aratively  slight  benefit  of  a  few  years'  duration  to  a  com- 
paratively small  number  of  men. 

The  deponent  resided  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years  during  the  time  his  firm  was  engaged  in  whaling  ' 
and  sealing  as  above  stated;  during  that  time  he  was  ^^  **°" 
brought  in  contact  with  many  masters  of  vessels  and  other  seafaring 
men,  who  made  frequent  voyages  between  the  Hawaiian  Islands  and 
Paget  Sound,  and  he  learned  from  them  that  during  the  months  of  No- 
vember and  December  they  occasionally  encountered  schools  or  "  j)ods'' 
of  seals  moving  from  north  towards  the  lower  coast  of  California;  he 
himself  in  one  of  his  voyages  in  the  month  of  November  saw  such 
"'  pods;"  and  from  these  facts  and  his  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  the 
seals  which  frequent  and  have  their  home  on  the  Pribilof  Islands,  he  is 
satisfied  that  the  herd  of  said  islands  confine  their  migration  to  the 
waters  of  the  American  side  of  the  ocean,  and  that  when  they  leave 
the  islands  they  go  through  the  passes  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  to  the 
coast  of  southern  California  and  thence  along  up  the  coast  again  to  the 
Trihilof  Islands. 

Tlie  (lei)onent  was  for  more  than  ten  years  previous  to  the  sale  and 
transtcr  of  Ahiska  to  the  United  States  engaged  in  whale  fishing  in 
the  ]S'orth  l?a(ific  and  Arctic  Oceans,  employing  quite  a  number  of 
v(\ssrls  each  year  in  that  business;  that  these  vessels  g^^^^  forbidde 
were  ])erniitted  by  the  llussian  Government  to  freely  by  Russia  in  VeAng 
enter  and  pass  through  Bering  Sea  in  pursuit  of  Soa before i867. 
whah^s,  but  it  was  known  to  the  masters  of  the  dei)onent's  vessels  that 
the  Kussian  Government  did  not  permit  the  taking  of  seals  in  any  of 
the  waters  of  Bering  Sea,  and  the  deponent  was  informed  by  the 
masters  of  his  vessels  and  by  others  who  resorted  to  Bering  Sea  diir- 


540  TESTIMONY. 

ing  the  Eussian  occupatiou  of  Alaska  that  no  taking  of  seals  in  tho 

waters  of  said  sea  was  attempted  or  permitted. 
A  stiitenieiit  is  attached  liereto,  prepared  by  depoueut,  giving  bis  eati- 
EBtimateoffemaieH  mate  of  the  number  of  female  seals  killed  by  pelagic 

^aiiinK  %  piiJ^I?  hunting  in  the  past  twenty-one  yejirs. 

yearn.  C.   A.   WlLIilAMS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  this  2d  day  of  Ai)ril,  1892. 
[L.  s.]  Jno.  J.  Cook, 

Notary  Public 

Exhibit  A. 
Statements  and  statistics  relative  to  the  fur-seal  fishery. 

[Sabmitted  to  committee  of  Conj^ross  on  merchant  mariue  and  fisherieft,  1888.] 

Examination  of  the  earliest  records  of  the  fur-seal  fishery  shows  that 

from  the  date  of  man's  recognition  of  the  value  of  the 
fu^^ai.^"""^***'^^**  fur  the  pursuit  of  the  animal  bearing  it  hats  been  un- 
ceasing and  relentless.      Save  in  the  few  instances  to 
be  noted  hereafter,  where  governments  have  inter^wsed  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  seal  life,  having  in  view  benetits  to  accrue  in  the  ftiturCy 

the  animal  has  been  wantonly  slaughtered  with  no  re- 
BiirKhter" **"*"*'*  gard  for  age,  sex,  or  conditicni.     The  mature  male^tke 

female  heavj- with  young,  the  pup,  dependent  for  life  on 
the  mother,  each  and  all  have  been  iiidiscriminat<^ly  killed  or  left  to 
die  of  want.  This  cruel  and  useless  butchery  has  resulted  in  complete 
extermination  of  the  fur-seal  from  localities  which  were  once  frequented 
by  millions  of  the  species;  and,  so  far  as  these  localities  are  concerned, 
has  obliterated  an  industry  which  a  little  more  enlightened  selfishness 
might  have  preserved  in  peri)etuity  to  the  gr(»at  benefit  of  all  ranks  of 

civilized  society.  Nothing  less  than  stringent  laws, 
erJ^l'^tn'^oilUry!'''"  with  will  powcr  to  cufon'o  thcui  against  all  violators, 

can  preserve  for  man's  benefit  the  remnant  of  a  race 
of  animals  so  interesting  and  so  useful. 
The  most  valuable  *' rookery "  or  breeding  place  of  these  animals 

Tho  nioHt  vainabie  ^'^^'*'  kuowu  to  man  is  uow  in  the  possession  of  the 
rooktryirin  uohsch-  United  States.  How  it  has  been  cared  for  in  former 
state***?*  ^*'*  t:nited  yej|,.f5i,  and  brouglit  to  its  present  state  of  value  of 

jtHj.nservationthe  nsefuliicss,  will  bc  showu  later  on.  But  the  matter 
queMion.  of  its  preservation  and  perpetuation  intact  is  the  iin- 

X)ortant  question  of  the  monu'nt,  and  that  this  question  may  be  consid- 
ered intelligentlv  the  evideni-e  is  here  presented  of  the 
he^^r!'"'""""'^"^*"*''  wantcm  destniction  that  has  befallen  these  animals 

when  left  unprotected  by  th(»  law  to  nmn's  greed  and 
seltishn(»s8,  which,  it  is  fair  to  say,  is  all  that  could  be  exj)ected  from 
the  unlicensed  hunter,  whose  nature  seeks  individual  and  immediate 
gain,  with  no  regard  for  a  future  in  which  he  has  no  assurance  of  per- 
sonal advantage. 

The  following  statistics  are  gathered  from  the  journals  of  early  navi- 
gators, and  such  commercial  records  as  are  now  available  are  sab- 
mitted : 

KERGUELKX  IJIND. 

An  island  in  southern  Indian  Ocean  <liscovered  about  1772.  The 
xr  1  T  ^  shores  of  this  island  were  teeming  with  iur-seal  when 
Kergueion  Land.      .^  ^^^^  became  kuowu.    Betwceu  the  date  of  its  die- 
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covery  and  the  year  1800  over  1,200,000  seal  skins  were  taken  by  the 
British  vessels  from  the  island,  and  seal  life  thereon  was  exterminated. 

CROZETTS. 

The  Crozett  Islands,  in  same  ocean  and  not  far  distant,  were  also 
visit(Hl  and  liunted  over  and  the  seal  life  there  was     „ 

totally  exhausted.  Croxett  island. 

MASAFUERO. 

An  island  in  southern  Pacific  Ocean,  latitude  38°  48'  S.,  longitude 
SQo  34'  VV".,  cauie  next  in  order  of  discovery,  and  from     ^    ^^ 
its  shores  in  a  few  years  were  gathered  and  shipped        *"*  °®"* 
1,200,000  fur-seal  skins. 

Delano,  chapter  17,  page  306,  says  of  Masafuero:  "When  the  Ameri- 
cans came  to  this  place  in  1797  and  began  to  make  a  business  of  killing 
seals  there  is  no  doubt  but  there  were  2,000,000  or  3,000,000  of  them  on 
the  island.  I  have  made  an  estimate  of  more  than  3,000,000  that  have 
been  carried  to  Canton  from  thence  in  the  space  of  seven  years.  I  have 
carried  more  than  100,000  myself  and  have  been  at  the  place  wlien  there 
were  the  people  of  fourteen  ships  or  vessels  on  the  island  at  one  time 
killing  seals." 

BOUtH  SHETLANDS. 

In  1821-'23  the  South  Shetland  Islands,  a  group  nearly  south  from 
Cape  Horn,  became  known  to  the  seal-hunters,  and  in 
two  years  over  320,000  seals  were  killed  and  their  skins  i^^*^  Shetland  lj- 
shipi)ed  from  these  islands. 

SOUTH  GEORGIA. 

Later  still  seal  were  found  on  the  island  of  South  Georgia,  South 
Atlantic  Oiean,  and  from  this  locality  was  obtained 
over  1 ,000,000  of  fur-seal,  leaving  the  beaches  bare  of  .South  Georgia  i^ 
hie. 

CAPE  HORN. 

From  tlu*.  coasts  Of  South  America  and  about  Cape  Horn  many  thou- 
sands of  tiir  seal  have  been  taken,  and  of  the  life  once  ^  ^ 
so  i)io]itic  there  nothing  is  now  left  save  such  remnants       *^    *^™' 
ot  roiiner  1i(M(1s  as  shelter  on  rocks  and  inlets  almost  inaccessible  to  the 
most  daring  hunter. 

Tliis  nM'ord  shows  the  nearly  complete  destruction  of  these  valuable 
animals  in  soutlnirn  seas.  Properly  protected,  Kerguelan  Land,  Mas- 
fuero,  the  Slietlands,  and  South  Georgia  might  have  been  hives  of 
industry,  iniKlncing  vast  wealth,  training  schools  for  hardy  seamen, 
and  turnisliino  (5m[)l()yment  for  tens  of  thousands  in  the  world's  markets 
w  licre  skins  are  dressed,  prepared,  and  distributed.  But  the  localities 
were  no  man's  land,  and  no  man  cared  for  them  or  their  products 
save  as  through  destruction  they  could  be  transmitted  into  a  passing 
l)rolit. 

riu;  skins  from  the  localities  mentioned  were  marketed  mainly  in 
(yhina,  as  exehange  for  silks,  teas,  etc.;  a  portion  went     ^^rkct  for  tho  e 
to  lAiroix',  and  in  France  and  England  were  manufac-  skins'^  ^ 
tnivd  into  caps,  gloves,  and  other  small  articles,  being 
simply  an  haired  and  dressed.    Their  commercial  value  in  China  was 
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about  $5  per  skin  for  first  class,  and  something  less  in  Emoiie.  But 
Delano,  chapter  11,  page  197,  says:  "Having  agreed  for  a  fireight. 
Captain  Stuart  ordered  his  ship  to  Canton;  he  sold  his  cargo  of  seak, 
38,000,  for  only  $16,000,  so  reduced  was  the  price  of  this  article.''  There 
was  no  regular  market  established  for  them,  and,  under  the  condi- 
tions of  their  taking,  there  could  be  none;  for  at  one  time  there  would 
be  a  vast  oversupply,  while  at  another  skins  would  be  unattainable, 
and  always  the  assurance  that  however  plentiful  might  be  the  supply 
for  a  season  the  end  was  not  distant,  for  utter  destruction  was  the  nile 
of  capture,  and  no  reproduction  was  possible.  Capital  could  not  under- 
take to  develop  such  a  trade,  for  the  end  was  in  sight  from  the  begin- 
ning. 
In  1872,  fifty  years  after  the  slaughter  at  the  Shetland  Islanda,  the 

localities  before  mentioned  were  all  revisited  by 
gioM^**  ^  *^***  ^  another  generation  of  hunters,  and  in  the  sixteen  years 

that  have  elapsed  they  have  searched  every  beach  and 
gleaned  from  every  rock  known  to  their  predecessors,  and  found  a  few 
secluded  and  inhospitable  places  before  unknown,  and  the  net  result 
of  all  their  toil  and  daring  for  the  years  scarcely  amounts  to  45,000 
skins,  and  now  not  even  a  remnant  remains  save  on  the  rocks  oflf  the 
pitch  of  Cape  Horn.  The  last  vessel  at  South  Shetlands  this  year  of 
1888,  after  hunting  all  the  group,  found  only  35  skins,  and  the  last 
at  Kerguelan  Land  only  61,  including  pups.     So  in  wretched  waste 

and  wanton  destruction  has  gone  out  forever  from  the 
Seals  extomiinated.  g^^ii-jj^r^j  ^^r^^  .^  ^acc  of  auiuials  uscful  to  man,  and  a 

possible  industry  connected  with  them,  and  it  is  plain  that  without  tl^e 
aid  of  law  to  guide  and  control  no  other  result  could  have  been  ex- 
pected or  attained. 
The  seal  life  of  to-day  available  for  commercial  purxK)se8  is  centered 

Proaent  sources  of   ^^  thrCC  lOCalitiCS : 

siipJTiy*"  LJbo«r*i8-  (1)  The  Lobos  Islands,  situated  in  the  mouth  of  the 
^^^^^'  river  La  Plata,  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Uruguay 

Republic  and  by  that  Government  leased  to  private  parties  for  the  sum 
of  $0,(K)0  per  annum  and  some  stipulated  charges.  The  annual  prod- 
uc-t  in  skins  is  about  12,000. 

Tlie  skins  are  of  rather  inferior  quality.  Insufficient  restrictions  are 
placed  upon  the  lessees  in  regard  to  the  number  of  skins  permitted  to 
be  taken  annually,  conseiiuently  there  is  some  waste  of  life;  neverthe- 
less, the  measure  of  protection  allowed  has  insured  the  preservation  of 
the  ''  rookery,"  and  will  continue  so  to  do. 

(2)  Kommandorski  Couplet,  which  consists  of  the  islands  of  Copper 

and  Bering,  near  the  coast  of  Kamchatka,  in  that  por- 
und™"**"^*^^    ^*    ^^^^"  ^^  Bering  Sea  pertaining  to  Bussia.    These  islands 

yield  about  ^,000  skins  per  annum  of  good  quality,  and 
are  guarded  by  carefully  restrictive  rules  as  to  the  killing  of  seal,  an- 
silogous  to  the  statutes  of  the  United  States  relative  to  the  same  sub* 
jecrt. 

The  right  to  take  seals  ui)on  them  is  leased  by  the  Russian  Govem- 

ment  to  an  association  of  American  citizens,  who 
G^^menT  toTiM°  also  hoUl  the  lease  of  the  islands  belonging  to  the 
ka  Commercial  Com-  United  Statcs,  and  are  thus  enabled  to  control  and 
^**°^*  direct  the  business  in  fur-seal  skins  for  the  common 

advantage  and  benefit  of  all  parties  in  interest.  These  islands  ean 
hardly  be  said  to  have  been  ^'worked"  at  all  for  salted  seal  skins 
prior  to  the  cession  of  Alaska  by  Russia  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
United  States  Government  now  proiits  by  the  industry  to  the 


'.»  %r:^, 
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of  the  duty  of  20  per  cent  collected  on  the  "  dressed  skins''  returned  to 
this  country  from  the  London  market.  From  1873  to  1887,  inclusive, 
this  return  has  been  121,275  skins. 

(3)  The  Pribilof  group  consists  of  the  islands  of  St.  Paul  and  St. 
George,  and  is  a  Government  reservation  in  that  part     prfbiiof  laianda 
of  Bering-  Sea  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  Eussia,  o    s  an   . 

togetlier  with  and  a  part  of  Alaska.  So  exhaustive  an  account  of 
these  islands  and  their  seal  life  has  been  given  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Elliott, 
special  agent  of  Treasury  Department  in  1874,  and  since  intimately 
connected  with  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  which  account  has  beeu 
made  a  part  of  Tenth  Census  Eeport,  that  it  would  be  intrusive  here 
to  attempt  to  supplement  aught,  and  therefore  only  generalizations 
based  on  said  report  and  such  statements  of  life  and  procedure  on  the 
islands  to-day  are  presented  as  may  be  pertinent  in  this  connection. 

These  islands  are  places  of  annual  resort  for  the  largest  herd  of  fur- 
seal  the  world  has  ever  known,  and  the  only  one  of  gizeofhrd 
great  importance  now  existing.  After  most  carefnl  ex- 
amination, Mr.  Elliott  estimated  their  numbers  at  over  4,500,000.  After 
a  thorough  study  of  the  influences  which  act  for  or  against  the  increase 
or  diminution  of  the  life  of  this  vast  body,  taking  into  account  the  kill- 
ing of  100,000  annually  for  their  skins,  Mr.  Elliott  says:  "I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  quite  confidently  that  under  the  present  rules  and 
regulations  governing  the  sealing  interest  on  these  islands,  the  increase 
or  the  diminution  of  the  life  will  amount  to  nothing;  that  the  seals  will 
continue  for  all  time  about  the  same  number  and  condition.''  It  goes 
witliout  saying  that  if  new  influences  for  destruction  are  brought  in, 
seal  life  would  be  diminished  in  proportion  to  the  effectiveness  of  said 
intiuences. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  these  animals  are  all  United  States  property, 
and  having  been  born  on  United  States  soil  and  reared 
in  United  KStates  waters  in  the  twenty-one  years  that  tj^teS^ltates*^^  ^* 
hav(^  elapsed  since  the  cession  of  Alaska  by  Eussia, 
and  having  the  instinct  of  regular  return  to  their  home,  which  accords 
tlu^ni  a  status  in  law,  they  would  seem  to  be  entitled  to  the  protection 
of  tluMT  Government  while  they  are  in  the  acknowledged  boundaries 
of  their  country. 

The  right  to  take  100,000  seal  skins  annually  from  these  islands,  under 
certain  stipulated  restrictions, is  leased  by  the  Govern-  Lea»e  to  Alaska 
nieiit  of  the  United  States  to  an  association  of  American  Commoroiai  com- 
citizens  known  as  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company.  ^^^^' 
The  company  pays  a  rental  of  1^55,000  per  annum  and  Terms  of. 
82.02.J  per  skin,  a  total  of  $317,500per  annum,  for  thisright.  Theyarealso 
obligated  to  a  certain  care  of  the  Aleuts  inhabiting  the  islands  and  to 
a  i)artial  provision  for  their  needs,  both  mental  and  physical. 

Tli(\v  pay  to  these  Aleuts  40  cents  per  skin  or  $40,000  per  annum 
for  their  services  in  taking  the  skins.    They  have  also 
built  for  them  a  church  and  school-house,  and  maintain  of^ltiv^""®"*'  ^*^ 
teaclH'rs  and  physicians  on  the  islands. 

At  tlie  time  of  the  cession  of  Alaska  to  the  United  States  these  people 
were  living  in  huts,  or  more  properly  holes  in  the  ground, 
and  had  no  ambitions  or  aspirations  beyond  supporting  of^J-^yJ^®*^®**"*^*^^"" 
their  daily  existence  in  a  painful  and  laborious  way. 
Xow  th(\v  ar(^.  living  in  frame  houses  provided  for  them  by  the  company, 
and  have  accumulated  savings,  invested  in  United  States  bonds  in  San 
Francisco,  amounting  on  August  1, 1887,  to  $94,128.28.     It  is  safe  to  say 
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that  no  laboring  men  within  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States  are 
better  i^aid  or  better  cared  for. 

As  to  the  manner  in  which  the  100,000  seals,  which  furnish  the  an- 
nual quota  of  skins,  are  taken,  Mr.  Elliot  says:  "By 
cias8of  8cai8  kiUed.  reference  to  the  habits  of  the  fur-seal  it  is  plain  that  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  males  that  are  born  (and  they  are  equal  in  number  to 
the  females  born)  are  never  permitted  by  the  remaining  third,  strongest 
by  natural  selection,  to  land  upon  the  same  ground  with  the  females, 
which  always  herd  together  en  masse.  Therefore,  this  great  band  of 
bachelor  seals,  or  '  hollas  chickie,'  is  compelled,  when  it  visits  land,  to 
live  apart  entirely,  miles  away  frequently,  from  the  breeding  grounds, 
and  in  this  admirably  perfect  manner  of  nature  are  those  seals  which 
can  be  properly  killed  without  injury  to  the  rookeries  selected  and 
held  aside  so  that  the  natives  can  visit  and  take  them,  as  they  would  so 
many  hogs,  without  disturbing  in  the  slightest  degree  the  pe^ice  and 
quiet  of  the  breeding  grounds  where  the  stock  is  perpetuated." 

In  this  connection  it  is  i)roper  to  note  that  the  Company  are  not  al- 
lowed to  take  any  seal  in  the  water  nor  to  make  any  use 

leSees^*^"*^""  ""  ^^^  ^^  firearms  in  their  capture.    And  it  will  at  once  be 

perceived  that  if  th<5  seal  in  Bering  JSea  are  harassed 
and  captured  by  means  of  firearms,  spears,  or  drag-nets  the  routine  of 

their  lives  is  interfered  with,  their  habits  broken  up, 
B^isf  result  of.*' ^  ^^  fcmalcs  wltli  youiig  killed,  and  such  general  disturb- 
ance caused  that  those  not  slaughtered  will  seek  other 
hauling  places  and  the  United  States  thus  lose  their  sole  source  of  in- 
come from  Alaska,  tis  well  as  the  control  they  now  enjoy  of  a  valuable 
trjide,  and  the  impoverished  Aleuts,  who  have  no  other  means  of  gain 
open  to  them,  would  become  a  burden  on  the  nati<m  instead  of  being 

the  self-sui^porting  and  seU' respecting  citizens  they 
«iOTTof*rai^raLn'of  ^^^  ^^c.  ludccd,  it  was  predicted  by  Bussian  au- 
Pribiiof  herd  to  Com-  thoritics  couvcrsant  witli  scal  life,  at  the  time  of  the 
mouder  iBbinds.  ecssiou  of  the  tcrHtory,  that  the  reckless  and  indis- 
criminate  killing  of  seal  by  the  Americans  would  soon  drive  the  Pribilof 
herd  to  the  Russian  islands,  and  that  thus  they  (the  Russians)  would  re- 
gain and  retain  all  that  was  most  valuable  in  the  ceded  territory.  But 
the  wisdom  of  Congress,  appreciating  the  value  of  the  islands  as  seal 
rookeries,  was  shown  by  legislative  acts  protecting  the  animal  and  by 
leasing  the  right  to  take  skins  under  restrictions  t'>  a  responsible  asso- 
ciation of  American  citizens,  with  the  result  that  at  the  expiration  of  a 
twenty  years'  lease  the  United  States  Government  will,  from  its  pro- 
ceeds, be  fully  reimbursed  for  the  outlay  for  the  pur- 
mfuui\>?oti.?tion "    cliasc  of  tlic  entire  Territory  of  Alaska,  and  will  also 

have  its  herd  of  seals  intact,  provided  the  Government 
will  protect  the  seal  in  Bering  Sea  against  unlicensed  hunters  and 
foreign  marauders. 

Immediately  upon  commencing  operations  under  the  lease  it  was 
apparent  that  the  interests  of  the  Government  and  those  of  the  Company 
were  so  intimately  interwoven  that  a  policy  of  entire  good  faith  between 
the  contracting  parties  was  the  only  one  that  could  be  pursued,  and 
so  well  has  this  relation  been  sustained  in  the  eighteen  years  elapsed 

since  the  lease  was  ma<le  that  no  word  of  complaint  has 
8oe8""with"*ton«8  ^'of  cvcr  bccu  uttcred  on  the  part  of  the  Government  against 
^«*»®-  the  company,  and  no  complaint  of  improper  action  that 

has  been  made  by  parties  inimical  to  the  Company  has  been  in  the  least 
degree  sustained,  though  twice,  because  of  misrepresentation,  the  Com- 
pany has  been  subjected  to  most  rigorous  investigation  by  committees  of 
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Congress.  The  Company  has  received  just  consideration  at  the  hands  of 
the  Government,  and  though  they  have  suflfered  to  some  extent  from 
complications  of  a  political  character,  arising  from  the  improper  acts  of 
crews  of  foreign  and  domestic  vessels,  who,  in  contravention  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  have  entered  npoh  the  waters  of  the  Territory  and 
slaughtered  maliciously  the  seals,  yet  they  feel  assured 
that  the  Government  will  so  assert  and*  maintain  its  L6«aeesf«eiaiMarod 
rights  and  authority  that  no  cause  of  complaint  wiU  J^gjj;!*^«<»«^  <>' thdr 
continue  to  exist. 

Under  Russian  rule  there  were  many  years  of  faulty  management, 
and  at  one  time  much  danger  of  extermination  of  seal  life  at  these 
islands,  but  in  time  the  Company  came  to  regard  seal  life  with  so  good 
an  eye  to  preservation  and  perpetuation  that  their  rules  and  regula- 
tions in  regard  to  these  points  are  still  in  tbrce  on  the  islands;  but, 
while  they  permitted  free  navigation  throughout  Bering  Sea,  they  sternly 
prohibited  any  interference  with  seal  life  in  the  waters  thereof,  and  so 
the  United  States  Government  will  be  forced  to  do  if  it  would  preserve 
and.  perpetuate  its  present  splendid  property. 

Until  about  1853  the  skins  shipped  by  the  Russian  American  Com- 
pany from  these  islands,  over  which  they  had  absolute 
contro),  up  till  the  time  of  the  cession  to  the  United  p^Y^iSI^SffiS 
States,  went  forward  in  the  parchment  (or  dried)  state  Ameri<»n  com^uy. 
at  the  rate  of  about  20,000  per  annum.    About  1853  a 
small  trial  shi])ment  of  salted  skins  was  shipped  in  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
J.  M.  Oppenheim  &  Co.,  London,  who  had  for  many 
years  previous  been  the  leading  firm  who  unhaired  and  o/Se  dSiM.*'**"^**"" 
dressed  fur-seals  from  Lobos  Islands,  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  etc.    The  first  experience  with  salted  Alaskas  proved  a  failure, 
the  skins  not  having  been  properly  cured:  by  degrees,  however,  the 
skins  came  forward  in  better  condition,  and  in  the  year  1858  Messrs. 
Oppenheim  contracted  with  the  Russian  American  Company  for  an  an- 
nual supply  of  from  10,000  to  12,000  salted  ftir-seals  at  10«.  lOd.  per 
skin,  delivered  in  London.    This  quantity  was  increased  about  the  year 
1804  to  20,000  per  annum,  the  contract  remaining  in  force  until  the  time 
when  the  territory  was  handed  over  to  the  United  States  Government. 
In  addition  to  the  salted  fur-seals,  Messrs.  Oppenheim  received  annu- 
ally from  the  Russian  American  Company  about  10,000  parchment  far- 
seal  at  a  price  materially  below  that  of  the  salted  skins.    Messrs.  Op- 
])enheim  shipped  to  the  United   States  the  ilrst  dressed  and  dyed 
Alaska  seals  about  1800,  but  their  shipment-s  only  amounted  to  a  few 
thousand  skins  per  annum  until  1866.    From  that  year  until  1872,  when 
this  firm  was  liquidated,  the  quantity  shipped  by  them  increased  from 
2,()()()  to  3,000  per  annum  te  probably  10,000  skins. 

Su(;li  was  tii('  state  of  the  trade  in  fnr-seal  skins  at  the  time  of  the 
lease  by  the  United  States  Government  to  the  Alaska  g^^  ^^  ,Mi«k!ii 
Oominercial  Company.  Skins  were  of  low  value;  there  tnuieattimeof  leMo 
were  no  regular  open  sales;  the  dressing  and  dyeing  ^^^Jj.^**"*™****^ 
were  badly  <lone,  and  the  net  result  of  sales  was  insuf 
ticieiit  to  meet  the  rental,  tax,  and  charges  imposed  by  the  Government 
on  the  lessees  at  the  date  of  the  issue  of  the  lease.  The  company 
undertook  the  building  up  of  this  business  by  the  intro-  iinpioT6d  methods 
(hictiou  ot  method  and  system  on  the  islands  in  the  intwdnoed  by  th* 
phu^e  of  the  loose  and  careless  management,  by  care- 
ful sol(Mtioii  of  skins  and  great  attention  to  the  curing  of  them  and  by 
^uaranteeiug  regular  supply  as  to  quantity  and  quality  to  the  liondoa 
market.    They  were  most  abl^  seconded  in  thoir  efiorti)  by  the  Loudon 
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house  of  C.  M.  Lampson  &  Co.,  to  wliom  the  skins  were  consig^ned,  and 
to  the  critical  acquaintance  with  value  of  furs,  to  the  sound  judgment 
and  unsurpassed  business  ability  of  the  then  head  of  that  house;  and 
to  the  confi<lence  assured  to  the  buyers  by  his  name  in  connection  with 
the  sales  the  success  of  the  undertaking  in  London  is  largely  due.    Up 

to  the  time  that  this  company  was  formed  the  dress- 

bv^i!i^"OTi"&**cS^  ^'^^  ^^  ^^'^^  ^^^^  efliciently  done  only  by  the  firm  of  Op- 
Oppe*niJeTm  &  Co!!  pcnlicim  &  Co.,  but  ou  th(iir  liquidation  there  was  great 
STaii^'^'^*"  ^  ^^^^^'  danger  that  the  business  would  fall  into  weak  hands 

and  be  so  badly  done  as  to  render  the  manufactured 

fur-seal  unpopular.    Realizing  this  fact,  Messrs.  Lampson  &  Co.  stepped 

in  and  by  liberal  inducements  led  Messrs.  Martin  &  Teichmann  to 

carry  on  the  Alaska  factory. 

After  a  series  of  difiicultiea,  such  as  strikes  and  trouble  with  the 

Difficoitiearaetwith  ^^^^  pcoplc,  who  wcrc  determined  that  no  more  or 

*  better  work  should  be  done  than  of  old,  this  fa<3tory  has 
gradually  succeeded,  by  continual  imi)rovement,  in  rendering  the 
dressing  and  dyeing,  formerly  a  most  uncertain  undertaking,  a 
thoroughly  reliable  process.  These  efforts  on  tlie  island  and  in 
London  combined   largely   account  for  the  measure  of  success  the 

Success  company  has  attained.    In  addition,  however,  lai-ge 

uccegs.  expenditure  has  been  necessary  in  all  the  Euroi)ean 

centers  to  keep  the  article  before  the  public  and  in  their  favor.    The 

laws  of  trade  take  these  skins  to  London  for  market.    Two  public  sales 

^    ^    ,    ,     ,      are  held  each  year,  usually  in  March  and  November. 

London  tradu  sales.      .  .    . ,  ,         ',,      ',    ,  *'        «  ,»         .         ,, 

At  these  sales  attend  buyers  from  liussia,  Germany, 
France,  England,  and  America.  The  company  sells  the  entire  stock  on 
hand  at  each  occiision,  and  has  no  further  connectiim  witli  the  skins. 
Its  rule  is  to  meet  the  market,  and  it  buys  no  skins  for  account,  nor  has 
it  any  interest  in  the  dressing  and  dyeing.    That  this  work  is  done  so 

London  the  rinci-  ^^^'is^^^y  "^  Londou  is  tlic  clioicc  of  the  buycrs,  and  as 
paip?icf"o/dre»8"Sg  uiorc  than  half  of  the  Alaska  skins  sold  in  London  are 
and  dyeing.  rctumcd  as  drcsscd  skins  to  America,  the  United 

States  Government  adds  to  its  revenue  from  the  seal  islands  by  the 

to  United  ^'^^^^^^*^"  ^^  ^^  P^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^.V  <^'^  ^^^^  Valuation  of  this 

states^"oS  imported  rctum.    It  is  estimated  that  75,000  dressed  and  dyed 

8^>n»-  skins  were  shipped  fnmi  London  to  New  York  in  1887. 

To  the  intelligent  inquirer  as  to  tlie  value  of  the  system  now  in  opera- 

„^  ^  ^  tion  for  handling  and  disposing  of  the  annual  quota  of 

The  Government       ,  .         ^  xt  i     •   i        i  i       i  ^  •      .^      ^ 

could  not  carrv on  the  skuis  irom  tlio  scal  isuiiids,  no  doubt  cau  remain  that 

the  \'iirid"'^^"'^  **"  *^  is  the  best,  indeed  tlie  only  one  possible  to  pursue 

with  success.  The  Government  itself  could  not  enter 
into  business  and  follow  details  either  with  propriety  or  hope  of  profit. 
To  open  the  sea  and  the  rookeries  to  the  taking  of  seal  by  any  who 
.  t  •  ted  e-  ^^^^^®  ^^^  ®^®^  them  w(mld  be  simply  to  surrender  the 
laSc'^^^wng*  would  licrd  to  destructiou.  But  a  danger  menaces  the  system 
destroy  the  herd.  ^j^^j  ^]^q  scals  wliich  thc  Goveriuncnt  alone  can  avei-t, 
viz,  the  intrusion  of  foreign  vessels  with  armed  crews  in  the  waters  of 
Bering  Sea,  with  intent  to  kill  seal  in  the  water  between  the  Aleutian 
chain  of  islands  and  the  Pribilof  group.  In  this  water  the  seal  rest 
and  sport  atler  their  long  migration;  '*here  the  females,  heavy  with 
young,  slowly  nearing  the  land,  sleep  soundly  at  sea  by  intervals, 
reluctant  to  haul  out  of  the  cool  water  upon  the  rookeries  until  the 

day  and  the  hour  which  limits  the  i)eriod  of  gestation;'' 

miu^odilT'^rilii  Sia    ^^^^^''  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  *'^"^^  spear  and  drag  net,  these  maraud- 
ers desire  to  i*eax>  their  harvest  of  destruction  aud  for 
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their  selfish  greed  exterminate  the  animal  which  now,  under  the  wise 
I>olicy  of  Congress,  plays  so  important  a  part  in  the  economy  and  distri- 
bution of  commerce.  Three  years  of  open  sea  would  suffice  in  these 
waters  to  repeat  the  story  of  the  southern  ocean  and  the  ftir-seal  would 
be  of  the  past,  and  a  valuable  industry  would  be  obliterated  forever. 
Let  the  sea  be  open  to  all  commerce  that  harbors  no  evil  intent,  but 
protect  the  seal  Ufe  that  swims  in  it>s  waters  and  ^<  hauls"  on  its  shores. 
Let  the  sea  be  as  free  as  the  wind  to  all  legitimate  commerce,  but 
protect  the  unique  possession  of  seal  life  that  harms  none  aud  benefits 
tbousauds. 

0.  A.  Williams. 
Exhibit  B.     ^ 

[From  C.  M.  Lampson  &  Co.  to  C.  A.  Williams,  Angiut  22, 1880.] 

LONDON;  64  Queen  Street,  E.  0., 

AugiM  22y  1888. 

Dear  Sib:  We  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the 
10th  instant,  inclosing  draft  of  a  paper  to  be  submitted  to  Congress  on 
merchant  marine  and  fisheries. 

We  have  read  the  paper  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  and  consider 
that  it  places  the  matter  in  a  thoroughly  impartial  way 
before  its  readers.  It  has  been  so  carefully  prepared  ™^fj^  ^^  J^ 
and  goes  into  all  details  so  fully  that  we  can  add  but  menu  to^CongraM^ 
little  to  it.  There  are,  however,  one  or  two  points  to 
which  we  beg  to  draw  your  attention,  and  which  you  will  find  marked 
in  red  ink  on  the  paper. 

When  speaking  of  the  supply  of  far-seal  skins  we  ^i^^^^  "^™" 
would  suggest  mentioning  the  following  localities: 

(1)  Cape  of  Good  Hope. — ^From  some  islands  oflf  this  cape,  under  the 
protection  of  the  Cape  Government,  a  yearly  supply  of  fipom  5,000  to 
8,000  skins  is  derived.    All  these  skins  come  to  the Xon-  of  Good  h 
don  market,  part  of  them  being  sold  at  public  auction,       ^**  ***' 
the  remainder  being  dressed  and  dyed  for  account  of  the  owners. 

(2)  Japan. — The  supply  from  this  source  has  varied  very  much  of  late 
years,  amounting  sometimes  to  15,000  skins  a  year,  at 

others  to  only  5,000.    Last  year,  we  understand,  the      *^"* 
Japanese  Government  passed  stringent  laws  prohibit- 
ing the  killing  and  importation  of  seals,  with  the  view  .JSe  oSw^rat.*^ 
of  protecting  seal  life  and  encouraging  rookeries,  and 
the  consequence  has  been  that  this  year  very  few  skins  have  come  for- 
ward. 

(3)  Yancouvers  Island. — ^For  many  years  imst,  indeed  long  before  the 
foiination  of  the  Alaska  Company,  regular  supplies  of  ^^    Mand. 
fur  seals  in  the  salted  and  parchment  state  have  come       "»«>^^«' 

to  the  London  market,  killed  mostly  oflf  Cape  Flattery.  The  quantity, 
we  should  say,  has  averaged  at  least  10,000  per  annum.  This  catch 
takes  place  in  the  months  of  March  and  April,  and  we  believe  that  the 
animals  from  which  these  skins  are  derived  are  the  females  of  the 
Alaska  seals,  just  the  same  as  those  caught  in  the  Bering  Sea. 

iJad  this  quantity  been  materially  increased  we  feel  sure  that  the 
breeding  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  would  have  suffered  before  now;  but 
fortunately  the  catch  must  necessarily  be  a  limited  one.  owing  to  the 
stormy  time  of  the  year  at  which  it  is  made  and  the  dangerous  coast, 
where  the  seals  only  for  a  short  time  aro  found.    It  mu8t|  howover|  be 
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evident  that  if  these  animals  are  followed  into  the  Bering  Sea  and 
hunted  down  in  a  calm  sea  in  the  quietest  months  of  the  year  a  practi- 
cally unlimited  (juantity  of  females  mi^ht  be  taken,  and,  as  you  say,  it 
would  be  only  a  few  years  till  the  Alaska  seal  was  a  thing  of  the  past. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

C.  M.  Lampson  &  Co. 
0.  A.  Williams,  Esq., 

JV'c'M?  London. 


Deposition  of  Joseph  D.  Williams,  furrier,  New  York, 

general  sealskin  industry. 

State  of  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  Xcw  York,  ss: 

Joseph  I).  Williams,  bein^  duly  sworn,  says:  That  he  is  74  years  of 
age,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  resident  of  Brooklyn,  in  the 

State  of  New  Y^ork ;  that  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
Exporienco.  busiiiess  of  dressin<j:  and  dyeing  fur-seal  skins  contin- 

uously for  fifteen  years  last  past,  and  ])rior  to  that  time 
at  intervals  during  the  whole  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  business, 
during  a  ])eriod  of  some  lifty-odd  years,  he  has  dressed  and  dyed  seal 
skins,  and  that  his  father  was  engaged  in  the  same  business  before 
him;  that  for  the  last  fifteen  years  he  has  had  consigned  to  him  by  fur 
dealers  fiom  8,00()  to  10,000  seal  skins  annually,  for  the  jnirpose  of  dress- 
„.-.  ,  .  ing  and  dyeing  the  same;  that  about  50  per  cent  of  the 

•kiua.  skUiS  SO  rcceived  by  him  came  trom  London  m  casks 

marked  as  they  are  catalogued  by  G.  M.  Lampson  & 

Co.,  and  are  the  skins  belonging  to  what  is  known  }i8 

"Northwe«tcatch."  ^j^^  " North wcst  catcli ;"  and  deponent  is  informed  and 

believes  that  the  Northwest  catch,  as  the  term  is  used  in  the  trade, 
means  the  skins  of  seals  caught  in  the  o])en  sea  and  not  upon  the 
islands.  Another  reason  for  this  belief  is  the  fact  that  all  of  the  skins 
of  the  Northwest  catch  contain  marks  showing  that  the  animal  has  been 
killed  by  bullets  or  buckshot,  the  skins  being  ])iereed  by  the  shot, 
whereas  the  skins  killed  on  the  American  and  Kussian  islands  are 
killed  on  land  by  clubs  and  are  not  ])ierced. 
That  of  the  skins  of  the  Northwest  catch  coming  into  his  hands  for 
^  ,  .  ,  u  „  treatment  T)robably  all  are  the  skins  of  the  femiile 
femaiii.  scal,  and  that  the  same  can  be  distinguished  from  the 

skins  of  the  male  seal  by  reason  of  the  breasts  and  of 
ting^rfe  ^**^  ^^    t^^^  thinness  of  the  fur  around  the  same  and  up<m  the 

belly,  most  of  the  female  seals  being  killed  while  they 
are  bearing  their  young,  and  the  fur  therefore  bi*ing  stretched  and 
thinner  over  that  i)art  of  the  body;  and  also  for  the  further  reason 
that  the  head  of  the  fenuile  seal  is  much  narrower  than  that  of  the 
male  seal,  and  that  this  point  of  difference  is  obvious  in  the  skins  of 
the  two  classes.    That  of  the  total  number  of  the  skins  received  by  him 

ab(mt25  per  cent  are  the  skins  of  the  ^'Alaska^and 
"Alaska"    and  " Coppcr '' catch.    That  all  the  skins  of  the  "Alaska^ 

"Copper"  catclios  ./*  .  <,  -,  ii* 

nearly  all  iiiaica.        catcli  are  male  seals,  and  an  overwhelming  propor- 
tion of  the  "  Copper '^  catch  are  likewise  male  skins. 
That  the  remainder  of  the  skins  sent  to  deponent  ibr  dressing  and  dye- 
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inpr,  as  aforesaid,  are  received  by  Wm  throng^h  the  house  of  Herman 
Liebes  &  Company,  of  San  Francisco,  and  others;  the  majority,  how- 
ever, from  Herman  Liebes  &  Company.  The  skins  received  from  the 
latter  sources  arc  irom  each  of  the  three  catches  known  to  the  trade  as 
tlie  "Coi)i)er,"  "Alaska,"  and  "Northwest"  catch,  although  the  major 
part  thereof  belong  to  what  is  known  as  the  "North- 
west" catch,  Jin'd  are,  as  in  the  case  of  the  skins  re-  auVSafwu**^  *****^ 
ceived  from  London  of  that  catch,  all  skins  of  the 
female  seal. 

J.  D.  Williams. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  20th  day  of  March,  1892. 
[L.  s.j  BoBEBT  L.  Harbison, 

Notary  Public^  City  and  County  of  New  YorTe. 


Deposiiion  of  Joseph  D.  Williams,  farrier j  New  Tork, 

genebal  sealskin  industby. 

State  of  New  Yobk, 

Citt/  and  County  of  New  TorJCj  ss : 

Joseph  D.  Williams,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  75  years  of  age, 
and  reside  iji  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.    My  business  is  that  of 
dressing  and  dyeing  lurs,  and  I  have  been  engaged  in     Experience 
it  for  over  sixty  years.    Most  of  the  furs  dressed  and 
dyed  in  my  establishment  are  fur-seal  skins,  and  during 
each  of  the  past  live  or  six  years  I  have  dressed  and  dyed  from  8,000 
to  1(),()0()  seal  skins.    I  employ,  and  for  some  time  past 
have  employed,  about  60  workmen,  and  my  pay  roll  pif^^**'^™**'*®"* 
amounts  to  about  $900  a  week.    Most  of  these  workmen 
can  be  classed  as  skilled  laborers.    I  dress  and  dye  far-seal  skins  of  the 
Alaska,  Copper,  and  Northwest  eoast  catehes.    I  can  readily  distin- 
guish the  skins  belonging  to  each  of  them.    I  can  also  readily  tell  a 
female  skin  from  a  male  skin.    The  predominance  of  the  former  over 
the  latter  in  the  Northwest  coast  catch  is  oneof  its  most  distinguishing 
features.    I  can  not  state  exactly  what  the  percentage  is  of  each  sex, 
but  I  am  sure  tliat  as  a  rule  there  are  found  in  the 
Nortliwest  coast  catches  at  least  ten  times  as  many  mS^OTlaei***^ 
ienuile  skins  as  male  skins.    There  are  various  ways  of 
determining  the  sex  of  the  animal  from  which  seal  skins  are  taken. 
{Some  of  tliem  are  the  following:  (1)  Female  skins  have  teats,  which 
arc*  easily  found  even  in  the  salted  skin,  especially  when  the  animal  is 
over  two  yc^ars  of  age.    (2)  The  shape  of  a  female  skin  is  narrower  at 
tli(»  liead  and  on  the  shoulders.    (3)  There  is  a  i)erceptible  difference  in 
tlie  eliaracter  of  the  hair  of  the  skins  of  the  two  sexes. 

J.  D.  Williams. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  17th  day  of  June,  1892. 

[L.  S.]  FOBBES  J.  HENNBSY, 

Notary  Public  {No.  JS79),  New  York  County. 


550  TESTIMONY. 

Deposition  of  Maurice  Windmiller^  furrier^  San  Francisco. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss: 

Maurice  Winduiiller,  having  been  duly  sworn,  dcposos  and  says:  My 

age  is  4();  I  reside  in  San  Franciseo;  my  oeiupation  is 
Experience.  that  of  a  furrier.     I  have  been  engaged  in  the  tur  busi- 

ness all  my  life,  and  my  father  was  a  furrier  before  me. 
I  am  an  expert  in  dressed  and  undressed,  raw,  and  made-up  furs,  and 
also  a  manufacturer  and  dealer  in  the  same.  I  have  bought  and  ex- 
amined large  numbers  of  fur-seal  skins  during  the  last  twelve  years, 
caught  by  sealing  schooners  both  on  the  Russian  and  American  side  of 
the  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea,  and  I  can  easily  distinguish  one 
from  the  other. 
The  Russian  seal  is  a  smaller  seal,  and  the  fur  is  not  as  close  as  the 

fur  of  the  Alaska  seal,  nor  as  good  quality.  They  are 
kan'slai^  *"*^  ^^^    ^'^  entirely  different  herd  from  those  on  the  American 

side,  and  their  skins  have  peculiar  characteristics  by 
which  it  is  not  dillicult  to  separate  them.  In  examining  and  purchas- 
ing seal  skins  from  the  schooners  in  their  raw  state  I  have  observed 

that  90  per  cent  of  their  catch  are  females.  1  know 
^Mostly   females  ^^^^^  ^^  |^^  ^  jv^^^^  bccausc  the  hcads  of  the  females  are 

smaller,  the  bellies  larger,  and  the  teats  can  be  plainly 

seen.    The  teats  show  more  plainly  when  the  skin  is  dressed  and  dyed. 

In  examining  the  skins  taken  by  sealing  schooners  I  have  found 

most  of  them  perforated  with  shot,  making  them  much 
si^t.'"*  ^'*^*^^^  ^*"'  less  valuable!  thereby.    Formerly  more  of  them  use<l  to 

be  killed  with  a  rifle,  which  did  not  injure  the  skin  as 
much. 

Maurice  Windmiller. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  A.  I).  1892. 
[bEAL.J  Clement  I^ennett, 

Notary  Fublic. 


TESTIMONY  RELATING  TO  THE  GENERAL  SEALSKIN  INDUS- 
TRY IN  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


Deposition  of  IT.  8.  Bevingtofij  head  of  the  finn  of  Bevingtpn  &  Morris^ 

furrierSj  London. 

GENERAL  SEALSKIN  INDUSTRY. 

n.  S.  Eevington,  M.  A.,  beiDg  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say:  That 
he  is  40  years  of  age  and  a  subject  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty,  and  is  the  head  of  the  finn  of  Bevington  &     Experience. 
Morris,  doing  business  as  fur  merchants  and  manufkc- 
tnrers,  at  28  Cannon  street,  in  the  city  of  London.    That  his  said  firm 
was  founded  in  the  year  1726  and  has  been  continued  in  the  same 
family  during  the  whole  of  these  years  down  to  the  present  time,  and 
has  been  engaged  dming  the  whole  of  the  period  since  1726  in  the 
same  business,  dealing  in  furs  and  leather.    That  deponent  has  been 
in  the  business  ever  since  the  year  1873.    During  the  whole  of  the 
period  since  that  date  his  said  firm  have  been  in  the  habit  of  buying 
fur-seal  skins,  and  he  knows  from  his  general  knowledge  of  the  business 
that  prior  to  that  time  they  were  in  the  habit  of  buying  seal  skins  ever 
since  they  became  an  article  of  commerce.    That  deponent  has,  per- 
sonally, handled  many  thousands  of  skins  of  the  ftir-seal,  and  by 
reason  of  that  faet  and  of  his  experience  in  his  business  has  a  genemed 
knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  fur-seal  skin  business,  and  a  general 
and  precise  knowledge  of  the  several  kinds  of  skins  which  now,  and 
for  many  years  last  past,  have  come  upon  the  London  market.    That 
since  deponent  has  been  in  business  skins  coming  upon  the  London 
market  have  been  principally  divided  into  three  classes, 
known  as  the  Alaska  catch,  the  Copper  catch,  and  the  j^^^f  J^JJ""'?^ 
[Northwest  catch.    Small  supplies  have  also  been  re-  fereucMMbetweeB'. 
ceived  from  the  Southern  Sea,  the  Lobos  Islands,  Falk- 
land Ishuuls,  and  Cape  Horn,  but  the  skins  arriving  from  these  last 
mentioned  localities  make  no  flgui*e  in  the  market.    That  what  is  known 
as  the  Alaska  catch  consist  of  skins  of  seals  which  are  killed  upon  the 
Tribilof  Islands  in  the  Bering  Sea,  and  the  Copper  catch  of  skins, 
which  are  killed  upon  the  Copper  and  Bering  Islands,  in  Russian 
waters. 

That  the  ^Northwest  skins  consist  of  skins  taken  from  animals  which  are 
cau^lit  in  the  open  Pacific  Ocean  off  the  coast  of  British  Columbia  or  in 
the  leering  Sea.  That  the  differences  between  the  three  several  sorts  of 
skins  last  mentioned  are  so  marked  as  to  enable  any  person  skilled  in 
the  business,  or  accustomed  to  handle  the  same,  to  readily  distinguish 
the  skins  of  one  catch  from  those  of  another,  especially  in  bulk,  and  it 
is  the  fact  that  when  they  reach  the  market  the  skins  ot  each  class  come 
separately  and  are  not  found  mingled  with  those  belonging  to  the  other 

651 


.0.^2 

ti<.r.»-ti  *^-;  -.-•*:•  •>!  -kir..^  -ir.r.»:Hr  to  ',♦:  L^r-.trlv  .*!'..'-*:  r**  t-i-L  ••*I-rr.  aini  are 
or'  rh*r  .•;<rrie  irf-ner:*!  *::ia:.Ai.rir:.  r.v  rr:--t.-i«'r.  ••:"  *i*r  :a<:i  "La*  is.  their  raw 
.■"rare  th*:  ^l*>\*\rhT  •kif:-  are  I:^''.-*er  ::.  ri.Vr  rL^;::  •^:rL»^r  ••:'  :Le  other  two 
ami  ifi  rhfr  dyed  -rate  rL»-rK  >  ;•  ii..iri«=r»i  •li^rr^rLt-e  i*  rLe  ar»|:iearance  of 
Tij*r  fnr of  Tb*r  <>.[/{»♦:?  .rii*!  rhe  '.-r-Le.-  r:s «>  •I.t^^rs  ■  :  -iiL*.  lliis  difference 
i.-i  diiiioair  to  dK-H:rii>:  to  a  ;*-rs»>ri  ana*  •:a.-tt.':L.rii  t<«  Lr^ridltr  skin*,  bat  it 
i-»  neverthel*-- -  fl*:;iiariil  d:>:iiiCt  to  ari  eij-rr:.  i:i«i  miiv  lie  greneraUy 
d#-s^:ri]i^d  bv  s;ivii:cr  tli'jt  the  Cor-i-f-r  -»kiri^  ;ire  of  :^  •l.-'S**.  sh'^rt.  and 
fthiiiv  fur.  i»iirr.i«:iila;Iy  do^:i  hj  tii»r  ^aiik.  to  a  ;;Te;irer  »r\t«-rit  than  the 

Al;i.-kA  and  yorthwe<  >ki'«.  Trie  ski:  >  of  the  ni.Ue 
■iL-«M^^a.Ai^*.I!t^.  '*^i^i  iWnnIe  iirjiR.riI  an^  reridiiy  ilSrir.  jTi:-»liur«I»^  fh>m  each 

other  in  the  adalt  ^xa-jl*-  by  re^i-^i-*:!  "f  the  diiffrence  in 
the  shajie  of  the  hea«l-.     That  thr-  roji]»»rr  anil  Al  i-^ka  -^kins  are  almost 

exdn-ively  tii*-  skii*s  i»f  the  n.altr  a:i:!:;al.  an«l  the  skins 
„^.^''*^  J'*/J'rV  "^^  f'f  the  >'orthwe.-t  eateh  are  at  lei-t  ^»  i»er  i^iit  of  the 

sKHi."  or  tne  tHinale  ariiinal.  That  pno:  ti»  iiiiil  in  prepar- 
ation for  makin;;  thi.s  dei>Ojiition  dej^'mtrnt  <ay>  hr  •arenilly  looked 
thioiij^h  two  hirjre  lots  of  skins  now  in  his  AViireln-nsf  fur  the  esj^erial 
jiiiqKise  of  e>tiniatin;f  the  [■►err:enta;re  of  feniah-  skins  inund  auion^r  the 
yorthwe^it  i-atrh.  and  he  l^-lieves  the  al>*fve  ♦•stimati- 1<»  l>e  ai-rurate. 

That  the  >kin-*  in  the  Northwest  i-at«:h  are  alsi»  pirn  m I  with  shot 
and  >ijear  marks,  in  ron^equerKe  of  having  l.>een  kilhd  in  the  open 
water  instead  of  \\\f*)\\  land  by  dabs.     That  the  businK«  of  dealing  in 

fur  seal  skins  in  the  city  of  London  has  In'Oome  an 
f.ir  tVX*.  **'  '"''"''''^  eslablishrd    and    imjiortiint   indii>try.     Dt'|>onent    is 

ill  form  «'d  that  prartieally  all  tlie  seal  skins  in  the  world 
are  sold  in  I»iidon.  and  tlie  number  runs  up  in  the  year  to  between 
1^H).()0()  and  2(MMX>0  jivera;rin;r  considerably  over  I'iIMMMi  a  year.  These 
skins  are  s*ihl  for  the  most  part  either  by  the  tirm  ot  i\  M.  Lanipsou  & 
<>>.,  through  their  brokers,  (ioad.  IJigg  &  <.'o.,  nr  by  the  tirm  of  Culver- 
well.  JJrooks  &  <>).  At  the  auetion  sales,  whith  are  advertised  twice 
or  three  times  in  the  year  by  these  tirms,  skins  are  bought  by  dealers 
from  all  over  the  world,  who  are  jiresent  either  in  ]iersou  or  by  proxy. 
The  next  stage  in  the  industry  is  the  dressing  and  dyeing  of  the  furs, 
and  practically  the  whole  of  these  fur->eal  skins  sold  in  London  are 
(Xvi'^^iM'A  and  i\yi'i\  in  that  city,  the  i>rin(i]>al  tirms  being  engaged  in  that 
business,  aie  <l,  W.  Mai  tin  &  »Sons  and  George  Kice.  J )ei>onent\s  own 
firm  dress  a  sniiill  number  of  skins  and  have  dressed  in  one  year  as 
iiijiny  as  2'$,<KK)  and  formerly  dyed  large  numbers  of  skins,  but  do  not 
now  dye  skins  as  tlie  secrets  of  the  present  fashionable  color  are  now  in 
the  hands  of  other  firms.  After  having  been  dressed  and  dyed,  the 
skins  of  the  fur  seal  are  then  jiassed  into  the  hands  of  fur  merchants, 
by  whom  in  turn,  they  are  pass<fd  to  furriers  and  dra])ers  and  retail 

dealers  generally.  Dejioneut  estimates  the  total  num- 
fh!  omi'i"  ""''"'•"'^  *"  ber  of  j)ersoiis  engaged  in  one  way  or  another,  directly 

or  indirectly,  in  tin*  lur-seal  industry,  in  the  city  of  Ijou- 
di>n  at  at  least  two  or  three  thousand,  many  of  whom  are  skilled  labor- 
ers, all  rei'civing  high  wages. 
1'liat  a  liirge  amount  of  ea])ital  is  also  invested  in  the  business  in  the 
......      .  ,       city  of  London,  and  the  precise  value  of  the  inilustry 

can  be  estimated  by  reckoning  the  amount  expended 
in  the  various  ])rocesses  which  de]K)nent  has  enumerated  ujwn  each 
skin.  For  instunce,  after  the  skins  arrive  at  Uie  Tjondon  market  they 
un^  sold  at  the  sales  at  x>rices  which  in  the  year  1890  averaged  say  80 
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sliillin^.s  apiece.  The  commissions  on  the  seUing  of  the  goods  inclnd- 
jng  warehousing,  insurance,  and  so  forth,  dei)onent  believes  amount  to 
6  per  cent  of  the  price  obtained.  That  the  amount  paid  for  dressing, 
dyeing,  and  machining  each  skin  averages  say  16  shillings.  These  pro- 
cesses take  together  about  four  or  five  months.  The  next  expenditure 
upon  the  skin  is,  say,  an  average  of  five  shillings  at  least  for  each  skin 
for  cutting  up,  and  that  thereafter  there  will  be  an  avexage  of  at  least 
from  3  shillings  to  4  shillings  i)er  skin  expended  in  quilting, lining,  and 
making  up  the  jackets  or  other  garments,  showing  a  total  expenditure 
upon  each  skin  for  labor  alone,  in  the  city  of  London,  of  25  shillings 
in  addition  to  the  percentage  paid  for  brokerage,  before  the  processes  of 
manufacture  began,  and  the  most  of  this  money  is  actually  paid  out  in 
wajjes. 

Deponent  says,  that  in  the  above  estimates  he  has  given  the  bottom 
figures  and  that  the  amount  actually  expended  upon  the  skins  in  the 
city  of  London  undoubtedly  averages  a  larger  sum.  This  would  make 
on  an  average  of  200,000  skins  a  year,  which  is  not  excessive,  a  total 
expenditure  annually  in  the  city  of  London  of  £250,000,  minus  the 
amounts  paid  for  cutting  and  making  up  in  respect  to  the  skins  sent 
to  the  United  States. 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  preservation  of  the  seal  herds  and 
tlie  continued  supply  of  fur-seal  skins,  which,  fur- 
tliermore,  it  is  important  should  be  constant  and  regth  t^SiSy  nw^wSy! 
lar  in  supply,  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  mainte- 
nnnce  of  this  industry.  Deponent  says  that  the  reason  for  this  opinion 
is  sliown  in  the  history  of  last  season's  business.  For  instance,  at  the 
October  sale  the  prices  of  skins  were  very  high,  as  a  short  supply  was 
expected.  The  skins  i)urchased  at  that  sale  were  then  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  dressers  and  dyers,  where  they  would  be  retained,  as 
above  stated,  in  process  of  treatment  four  or  five  months.  During  this 
interval  it  api)eared  that  instead  of  there  being  a  short  supply  the 
poaching  vessels  had  caught  a  large  number  of  skins,  50,000  or  60,000, 
wliich  being  unexpectedly  plumj^ed  on  the  market,  brought  the  price 
down  so  that  there  was  a  loss  of  perhaps  25  shillings  per  skin  on  the 
skins  bought  at  the  October  sales;  and  deponent  further  says  that  it  is 
of  coarse  obvious  that  the  business  can  not  be  maintained  unless  the 
herds  are  ])reser  ved  from  the  destruction  which  has  overtaken  the  South 
Sea  lierds,  which  formerly  existed  in  suehlar^e  numbers,  and  so  im- 
X^ortant  has  the  sealskin  business  become  that  if  the  herds  were  exter- 
ininiited  deponent  says  it  would  hardly  be  worth  while  to  remain  in  the 
fnr  business. 

Deponent  says  while  he  does  not  wish  to  express  any  opinion  ux>on  the 
matters  which  are  in  controversy,  that  nevertheless,  looking  at  the  ques- 
tion of  preserving  the  sealsfrom  anatural-history  point  of  viewa1one,and 
liaving  no  regard  whatever  to  the  rights  of  any  individuals  ornations,but 
lookingattliemattersimplyfromthepointof  view  of  how  best  topreserve 
the  seals,  he  has  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  best 
way  to  accomplish  that  object  would  be  to  prohibit  ab-  „^J***®**®^  neoet- 
sohitely  the  killing  of  all  seals  except  upon  the  islands, 
and.  furthermore  to  limit  the  killing  of  seals  on  the  isuands  to  the  male 
spec  ies  at  particular  times,  and  to  hmit  the  numbers  of  the  males  to  be 
so  killed.  If,  however,  the  rights  of  individuals  are  to  be  considered, 
and  sealing  in  the  open  sea  is  to  be  allowed,  then  deponent  thinks  that 
the  number  of  vessels  to  be  sent  out  by  each  country  ought  to  be  lim* 
ited,  and  the  number  of  seals  which  may  be  caught  by  each  vessel 
should  b(i  specified. 
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Deponent  vsays  that  one  reason  why  lie  thinks  the  kilh'ng  of  seals  in 
the  o])en  sea  sliould  be  proliihited  and  all  killing:  limited  U)  the  islands 
is  becanse  deponent  is  of  the  oi)inion  that  when  seals  are  killed  in  the 
open  sea  a  large  nnmber  must  be  killed  which  are  not  recovered,  and 
consequently  that  the  herds  must  suffer  much  p:i(^ater  loss  than  is 
nieasun»d  by  the  skins  of  the  seals  (•aug:ht  or  (coming  to  market. 

Deponent  further*  says  that  one  reason  for  this  opinion  is  that  he  has 
had  some  small  exi)erience  in  shooting  hair  seals  in  the  Scilly  Islands, 
and  has  himself  personally  kille<l  hair  seals  at  a  distance  of  40  or  i50 
yards,  whiifh  sank  before  he  could  r(»ach  them.  Hair  seals  are  of  the 
sam(»  general  family  as  fur-seals,  an<l  he  has  no  doubt  that  the  same 
thingoccurs,  and  must  occur,  when  the  fur  seals  are  killed  on  the  open  sea. 

JlEKnEUT  Shelley  Bevington,  M.  A. 

Sworn  at  No.  28  raniu)n  street,  in  the  city  of  London,  England, 
this  2(>th  day  of  April,  1S1)2,  before  me. 

[SEAL.]  FKANCIS  W.   FrtGOUT, 

Vice  and  Deputtf  VohhuI- General  of  the 
United  States  of  America  at  Jjondon^  England, 


Deposition  of  A  If  red  Frafier,  memher  of  firm  of  (\  M,  Lawpson  lO  Co,^  fur- 
rier,s^  Ijondon.  , 

general  sealskin  indl-stry. 

State  of  Kew  York, 

(ydii  and  County  of  Xeic  Yorl',  88 : 

Alfred  Fraser,  being  duly  sworn,  says: 

First.  That  he  is  a  subject  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  and  is  52  years 

of  age  and  resides  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  in  the  State 
imhistr™^  «eai  skill  of  >^ew  York.  That  he  is  a  member  of  the  tirm  of  C. 
"'"'*^**  M,   Lami)son   &   Co.,    of   London,   and    has    been   a 

member  of  said  tirm  for  about  thirteen  years;  prior  to  that  time  he  was 
in  the  em])loy  of  said  firm  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  management 
of  the  business  of  said  linn  in  London.  That  the  business  of  C.  M. 
Lampson  &  Co.  is  that  of  meichants,  engaged  principally  in  the 
business  of  selling  fur  skins  on  ctunmission.  That  for  about  twenty- 
fimr  yi*ars  the  lirm  of  C.  M.  Lampson  &  Co.  have  sold  the  great 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  seal  skins  sold  in  all  the  markets  of 
Fx  imen  o  ^^^^  world.    That  while  he  was  engaged  in  the  manage- 

.xiierunco.  meiit  of  the  business  of  said  firm  in  London,  he  had 

personal  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  various  seal  skins  sold  by 
the  said  firm,  from  his  personal  inspecticm  of  the  same  in  their  ware- 
house* and  from  the  physical  handling  of  the  same  by  him.  That  many 
hundred  thousands  of  the  skins  sold  by  C.  M.  Lampson  &  Co.  have 
physically  passed  through  his  hands;  and  that  since  his  residence 
in  this  country  he  has,  as  a  member  of  said  firm,  had  a  general  and  de- 
tailed knowledge  of  tlie  <*haract<ir  and  extent  of  the  business  of  said 
firm,  although  since  his  residence  in  the  city  of  New  York  he  has  not 
l)hysically  handled  the  skins  disposed  of  by  his  firm. 

That  during  the  last  year  or  two  a  large  number  of  skins  have  been 
sold  in  London  by  the  firm  of  Culverwell,  i^rooks  &  Co.,  and  that 
said  firm,  as  de])onent  is  informed  and  believes,  have  secured  the  con- 
signment of  skins  to  them  during  the  period  aforesaid  by  advancing 
to  the  owners  of  vessels  engaged  in  what  is  now  known  as  pelagic 
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Bealin^  sums  of  money,  which  is  stated  to  be  $16  per  skin,  as  against 
shipments  from  Victoria  of  such  skins. 

ISccond.  That  the  seal  skins  which  have  been  sold  in  London  from  time 
to  time  since  deponent  first  began  business  have  been  obtained  from 
sources  and  were  known  in  the  markets  as — 

(A)  The  South  Sea  skins,  being  the  skins  of  seals  principally  caught 
on  the  South  Shetland  islands,  South  Georgia  Islands, 
and  Sandwich  Jjand.  That  many  years  ago  large  num-  fJutJ  shetbSS*  u- 
hers  of  seals  were  caught  upon  these  islands,  but  in  !»?*^  south  Geprffi* 
consequence  of  the  fact  that  no  restnctions  were  im-  Land. 
l)osed  on  the  killing  of  said  seals  they  were  practically  jj^iJ/***^*^*^^  ®" 
exterminated  and  no  seal  skins  appeared  in  the  market 
from  those  lo<*alities  for  many  years.  That  about  twenty  years  ago 
these  islands  were  again  visited  and  for  five  seasons  a  considerable 
catch  was  made,  amounting  during  the  whole  Ave  seasons  to  about 
30,000  or  40,000  skins.  Among  the  skins  found  in  this  catch  were  those 
of  the  oldest  males  and  the  smallest  pups,  thus  showing,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  deponent,  that  every  seal  of  every  kind  was  killed  that  could 
be  reached.  That  in  consequence  thereof  the  rookeries  on  these  islands 
were  then  completely  exhausted.  Once  or  twice  thereafter  they  were 
visited  without  result,  no  seals  being  found,  and  about  five  years  ago 
they  were  again  revisited  and  only  36  skins  were  obtained.  Deponent  is 
informed  that  all  the  South  Sea  skins  were  obtained  by  killing  seals  upon 
the  islands  above  mentioned,  and  that  it  is  obviously  everywhere  much 
easier  to  kill  seals  upon  the  land  than  in  the  water;  and  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  deponent  the  seals  of  the  above-mentioned  islands  were 
thus  entirely  exterminated  because  of  the  entire  absence  Bxtermiiurtio 
of  any  i)rotection  or  of  any  restriction  of  any  kind  what-       *  **"* 

ever  u])on  the  number,  age,  or  sex  of  seals  killed,  and  not  merely,  as 
deponent'  understands  has  been  claimed  by  some  authorities,  because 
they  were  killed  on  land  instead  of  in  the  open  sea,  which,  moreover, 
in  that  locality,  dei)onent  is  informed,  is  practically  impossible  by  reason 
of  the  rouglmess  of  the  sea  and  weather. 

(13)   A  considerable  number  of  seal  skins  were  formerly  obtained 
u])on  the  Falkland  Islands;  how  many  deponent  is  not     _ 
able  to  state.  3r.Udandi.u«i,. 

(C)  That  a  certain  number  of  seals  were  also  caught  at  Gape  Horn, 
and  that  more  or  less  are  still  taken  in  that  vicinity, 

thon^h  the  whole  number  has  been  very  greatly  re-     c«p«HornMjai». 
duced. 

( D)  That  at  the  present  time  and  for  many  years  last 

j)ast  tlie  skins  coming  to  the  market  and  which  are  c<^^.  *"°*  ** 

known  to  commerce  have  come  from  the  following 

sources: 

1.  And  by  fjir  the  most  important  are  the  northern  Pacific  skinSy 
whicli  arc  known  to  the  trade  under  the  following  titles: 

1  he  ^'Ahiska^'  catch,  which  are  the  skins  of  seals  caught  on  the  Prib- 
ilof  Islands,  situated  in  Bering  Sea.    For  many  years 
past  the  whole  of  the  skins  caught  upon  these  islands     -^^'^^ »""»«• 
nave  been  sold  by  dei>onent's  firm,  and  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
skins  so  sold  in  each  year  is  appended  hereto  and 
niarlvcd  Exhibit  A,  showing  the  aggregate  of  such  i^o^*^.  **•  ^"^^ 
skins  sold  from  the  year  1870  to  the  year  1891,  inclu- 
sive, as  1,877,977. 

Tlie  ^^Cop])er"  catch,  being  the  skins  of  seals  caught  upon  what  are 
known  as  tlie  Commander  Islands,  being  the  islands     c«mn»MWM. 
known  as  Copi>er  and  Bering  Islands.    All  the  skins     ^'^^^p""™** 
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Ro  oaiiglit  have  boon  sold  by  doponeiit's  firm  in  the  oity  of  London,  sind 

the  total  number  of  sncli  '^C()])per"  cateli  from  the 

J872  un^.  "^^  ^"  y^^^^  1^'^-  t^  1^**^^  appears  upon  the  statement  which  is 

hereto  annexed  and  marked  Exhibit  B,  showing  the 
total  so  sold  during  such  years  of  708,000  skins. 
The  "Northwest"  catch,  being  the  skins  of  seals  caught  in  the  open 
..  ^,      ^  , ,        sea  either  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  or  of  the  Bering  Sea. 

These  skins  were  originally  caught  exclusively  by  the 
Indians  and  by  residents  of  the  colony  of  Victoria  and  sdong  the 
coast  of  the  British  possessicms.    A  statement  of  the  total  number  of 

the  catch  from  the  year  1808  to  188^1,  inclusive,  is  ap- 
ismolsw.  "^'  ^"^^^^   pended  hereto  and  marked  Exhibit  C,  showing  a  total 

of  153,348.  That  statement  is  divided  into  three  heads: 
First,  the  salted  "Northwest"  coast  skins;  second,  tin*  dried  "North- 
west" coast  skins,  both  of  which  were  mainly  sold  through  deponent's 
firm  in  London;  and  third,  salted  "Northwest"  coast  skins,  dressed 
and  dyed  in  London,  but  not  sold  there.  It  will  be  noticed  that  in  the 
years  1871  and  1872  an  unusually  large  proportion  of  dried  skins  ap- 
pear to  have  been  marketed.  Tiiose  skins  were  purchased  in  this  year 
from  the  Eussian  American  C()ni])any,  which  was  the  lessee  of  the 
Ilussian  Government  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  prior  to  the  cession  of  lius- 
siau  America  to  the  Unit(Hl  States.  Those  skins  luul  been  accumulated 
by  the  Russian  Comi)any  and  sold  when  the  Americans  took  posses- 
sion. For  the  years  1871  and  1872,  therefore,  the  surplus  skins  over 
the  average  for  the  other  yeais  should  be  rejected  in  a  computation  of 
the  g(»neral  average  of  seals  killed  during  the  years  from  1808  to  1884, 
inclusive. 

From  the  year  1885  to  t\\Q  j-ear  1801  the  number  of  skins  included  in 

the  "Northwest"  catch  enormously  increased,  and  a 
i««5  to'isw  **^'  ^^^  statemi^nt  of  such  skins  is  hereto  annexed  and  marked 

Exhibit  1),  showing  a  total  of  331,002,  and  is  divided, 
like  the  statement  marked  Exhibit  G,  into  three  lieads:  The  salted 
Northwest  coast  skins,  the  dry  Northwest  coast  skins,  and  the  salted 
skins  dressed  and  dyed  in  London,  but  not  sold  there.  The  majority 
of  the  first  two  classes  were,  as  in  tlie  previ<ms  case,  sold  by  deponent's 
firm.  The  great  majority  of  these  skins  api)earing  in  the  last-mentioned 
statement  are  the  skins  caught  by  vessels  sent  out  from  the  Ganadian 
Provinces;  many  also  by  vessels  sent  out  from  San  Francisco,  Port 
Townsend,  and  Seattle;  and  a  few  from  vessels  sent  out  from  Yokohama; 
the  majority,  liowever,  are  supi)osed  to  have  been  caught  by  vessels 
sent  out  from  British  harbors.  A  large  number  of  the  skins  included 
in  Exhibit  I)  have  been  consigned  to  G.  M.  Jjampson  &  Go.,  by  the  firm 
of  l[<M-inan  Liebes  &  Go.,  of  San  Francisco,  in  estimating  the  total 
number  of  the  "northwest"  catch  it  should  also  be  mentioned  that  some- 
thing like  30,(M)0  skins  belonging  to  that  catch  have  been  dressed  and 
dycMl  in  the  United  States,  which  have  not  gone  to  London  at  all. 
(E)  Besides  the  "Alaska,"  "Gopper,"  ami  "Northwest"  skins  there 

^^'^  ''^^^*^  *^  (fertJiin  number  of  skins  arriving  in  London, 
Lobos  Wand  «kt.,H.  j.^^^^^^  j^g  ^^^^  j^^^^^^j^  Ishiud  skius,  altlumgli  the  same  are 

not  handled  by  the  firm  of  G.  M.  Lampson  &  Go.;  but  the  total  num- 
ber of  which,  from  the  year  1872  to  the  year  1891,  incla- 
i872uVi8»r  ^^'  ^^^  sive,  is,  as  appears  from  the  catalogues  of  sales,  247,777. 

The  Lobos  Island  slcins  are  those  of  sesils  killed  on  the 
Lobos  Island,  belonging  to  the  Keimblic  of  Uruguay;  and  deponent 
is  informed  and  believes  that  there  is  no  open  sea  sealing  in  the 
vicinity  of  such  island,  and  that  the  animals  aie  protected  on  the  island 
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as  they  are  on  the  Eussian  and  Pribilof  Islands,  by  prohibition  from 
the  killing  of  females  and  limiting  the  number  of  males  killed  in  each 
year.  A  statement  of  the  seals  killed  on  Lobos  Island  is  hereto  an- 
nexed and  marked  Exhibit  E,  from  which  it  appears  that  there  is  a 
regular  annual  supply  obtained  from  that  source,  which  shows  no  dimi- 
nution. 

(F)  There  are  also  a  certain  number  of  skins  sold  in  London,  obtained 
from  rookeries  at  or  near  the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope, 
the  exact  number  of  which  deponent  is  not  able  to  ^^c^  of  Good  Hope 
state,  but  which,  he  is  informed,  shows  a  steady  yield. 

The  statements  marked  A,  B,  0,  D,  and  E,  hereunto  appended,  have 
been  carefully  prepared  by  me  personally,  and  the 
figures  therein  stated  have  been  compiled  by  me  from  ^^^"^  ®'  infonn*. 
the  several  sale  catalogues  of  G.  M.  Lampson  &  Go. 
and  others  from  my  private  books  which  I  had  kept  during  all  the 
years  covered  by  the  statements,  and  I  am  sure  that  those  statements 
are  substantially  accurate  and  truly  state  the  respective  numbers  of 
the  skins  caught  and  sold  which  they  purport  to  state. 

Third.  The  great  majority  of  the  skins  sold  from  the  Northwest  catch 
are  the  skins  of  female  seals.  Deponent  is  not  able  to  state  exactly 
what  proportion  of  such  skins  are  the  skins  of  females,  but  estimates  it 
to  be  at  least  85  per  cent,  and  the  skins  of  females  are 
readily  distinguishable  from  those  of  the  males  by  rea-  ^St^tohf^SS?" 
son  of  the  fact  that  on  the  breast  and  on  the  belly  of  the 
bearing  female  there  is  comparatively  little  ftir,  whereas  on  the  skins 
of  the  male  seals  the  fur  is  evenly  distributed;  and  also  by  reason  of 
the  fact  that  the  female  seal  has  a  narrow  head  and  the  male  seal  a 
broad  head  and  neck;  and  the  skins  of  this  catch  are  also  distinguish- 
al)le  iVom  the  '*Alaska^  and  "Gopper''  catch  by  reason  pifl^j^enoe  botween 
of  the  fact  that  the  seals  are  killed  by  bullets  or  buck-  NorthwesrskinriuS 
shot,  or  si)eared,  and  not,  as  on  the  Pribilof  and  Com-  Aiaaka  and  copper, 
niander  Islands,  by  clubs.  Marks  of  such  bullets  or  buckshot  or  8i)eara 
are  clearly  discernible  in  the  skins,  and  there  is  a  marked  difference  in 
tlie  conimercial  value  of  the  female  skins  and  of  the  male  skins.  This 
fact,  that  the  iN^orthwest  skins  are  so  largely  the  skins  of  females,  is 
furtlier  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  in  many  of  the  early  sales  of  such 
skins  they  are  classified  in  deponent's  books  as  the  skins  of  "females.'* 

Fourtli.  Deponent  further  says  that  in  his  judgment  the  absolute 
prohibition  of  pelagic  sealing,  t.  e.,  the  killing  of  seals 
in  the  open  sea,  whether  in  the  North  Pii^ific  or  the  Be  ^^J^^uon  neoe*. 
ring  Sea  is  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  the  seal 
herds  now  surviving,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  most  of  the  females  so 
kiHed  are  heavy  with  young,  and  that  necessarily  the  increase  of  the 
s|)e(ties  is  diminished  by  their  killing.  And  further,  from  the  &ct  that 
a  hir<;e  number  of  females  are  killed  in  the  Bering  Sea  while  on  the 
search  for  food  after  the  birth  of  tlieir  young,  and  that  in  consequence 
thereof  tlie  pups  die  for  want  of  nourishment.  Deponent  has  no  per- 
sonal ki  owledge  of  the  truth  of  this  statement,  but  he  has  information 
in  respect  of  the  same  from  persons  who  have  been  on  the  Pribilof  Is- 
lands, and  he  beUeves  the  same  to  be  true.  Deponent  further  says  that 
this  opinion  is  based  upon  the  assumption  that  the  present  resMction 
imposed  by  Eussia  and  the  United  States  on  the  killing  of  seals  in  their 
resi)eetive  islands  are  to  be  maintained,  otherwise  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  impose  such  restrictions  as  well  as  to  pi*ohibit  pelagic  sealing  in 
order  to  x)reserve  the  herds. 
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Fifth.  Deponent  is  fnrtber  of  the  opinion,  from  his  long  observation 

Alaska  and  Co  J  .er  ^"d  hiuullinft' of  thc  skins  of  the  several  catches  that 

RkiiirTOadi?y  Sin-  tlic  skins  of  the  Alaska  and  Copper  cat<;hes  are  readily 

guishabie.  distinguishable  from  each  other  and  that  the  herds 

from  which  such  skins  are  obtained  do  not  in  fact  interminable  with  e^wh 

„    ,  ^      X    .    ,  other,  because  the  skins  classified  under  the  head  of 

nerds  do  not  mini'le.  /-i  '  .    i  ^    /•  t  ^  i  •  a 

Copper  catch  are  not  lound  among  the  consignments 
of  skins  received  from  the  Alaska  catch,  and  vice  nrsa. 

Sixth.  Deponent  further  says  that  the  distinction  between  the  skins 
of  the  several  catches  is  so  marked  that  in  his  judgment  he  would,  for 
instance,  have  had  nodiflicnlty  had  there  been  included  among  100,(H)0 
skins  in  the  Alaska  catch,  1,000  skins  of  the  Copper  catch  in  distin- 
guishing the  1,000  Copper  skins  and  separating  them  from  the  99,000 
Alaska  skins,  or  that  any  other  person  with  ecjual  or  l(»ss  experience  in 
the  handling  of  skins  would  be  e(pially  able  to  distinguish  them.  And 
in  the  same  way  deponent  thinks  from  his  own  ])ersonal  experience  in 
handling  skins  that  he  would  have  no  difliculty  whatever  in  separating 
the  skins  of  the  Northwest  catch  from  the  skins  of  the  Alaska  cat<*h  by 
reason  of  the  fiu't  that  they  are  the  skins  almost  exclusively  of  females, 
and  also  that  the  fur  upon  the  bearing  female  seals  is  much  thinner 
than  ujmn  the  skin  of  the  male  seals;  the  skin  of  the  animal  while 
pregnant  being  extended  and  the  fur  extended  over  a  large  area. 
Seventh.  Deponent  says  that  the  number  of  [)ersoiis  who  are  employed 

in  the  handling,dressiiig,  dyeing, rutting,  andmanufac- 
du^try^iL  London.  *°"  turiug  of  scal  skiiis  iu  the  city  of   London  is  about 

2,000,  many  of  whom  an^  skilled  laborers  earning  as 
high  as  £3  or  £4  a  week.  Deponent  estimates  the  amount  paid  in  the 
city  of  London  for  wagi»s  in  the  pre])aration  of  fur-seal  skins  for  a 
maiuifacturer's  uses,  and  excluding  the  wages  of  manufacturers'  em- 
l>loyes,  prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  pelagic  sealing  in  188.J,  at  about 
jC100,000  per  annum;  and  deponent  further  says  that  in  his  judgment 

if  this  i)elagic  sealing  be  not  prohibited,  it  is  a  ques- 
thJ^tlned/*^*'''  '*^'  ti<m  of  but  a  few  years,  probably  not  more  than  thre>e, 

when  the  industry  will  cease,  by  reason  of  the  exter- 
mination of  the  seals  in  the  same  way  in  which  they  have  been  exter- 
minated (m  the  South  Sea  Islands  by  reason  of  no  restrictions  being 
imposed  upon  their  killing. 

Alfkkd  Fkaser. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1st  day  of  April,  1892. 

KinviN  T.  Ku'E, 
Xotary  FubUc,  Xcw  York  County, 

Exhibit  A. 

SaUcd  AUixka  fur-atul  aold  in  London, 


YVSLT. 


1«70 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 


Skius. 


ft,  905 
100.896 
90, 28:) 
lUl,  248 
9U,150 
90,634 
90,207 
75, 410 
99,911 


100,  a'{6 
IW.  101 
99, 921 
100, 100 
75,914 
99,887 
90, 719 
99.010 

90,910 


Ye: 

r. 

1888 

1H8<.I 

1890 

1891 

Total. 

Skins. 


100,000 

100,000 

20,994 

M.  158 

i:t.  473 


1,877,077 


*food8ki]M. 
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Exhibit  B. 

Sailed  Copper  Ithmd  fiir-itat  teU  t»  Limilott. 


559 


Teal. 

Bkl=.. 

Tour. 

SkiM. 

Te«r. 

SkiDi. 

1972 

4(1333 
tT.lU 
«S.MS 

30,  ns 

TB8,0M 

Exhibit  C. 
Sailed  Mrlkweet  ooatt  fur-seal  ikint  fold  in  Zondoit,  prior  to  pelagic  lealing  In  Bering 


Y«.. 

S..O.. 

T«r. 

Skin*. 

Tbm. 

Skint. 

l.ltt» 

11  TOT 

164 
12.21S 

?^1! 

2;  012 

881 

M.3M 

Your. 

SklDi. 

Y^. 

Skim. 

Yew. 

akin.. 

1877. 

773 
2,434 

11 1» 

iS-??? 

ism: 

total 

4«,SIS 

Drg  n-rtliiml  eoaat  J'ar-eeal  ikini  told  in  London  prior  topetagie  teating  In  Bering  Sra. 


Tear. 

Skin. 

T«r. 

gklu. 

T«r. 

Bklni. 

12,195 

11,  oM 

1,173 

Total 

"■" 

Of  tlie  skills  Hold  in  1871  and  1872  a  very  ]arge  proportion  were  tlie 
airiniiulatioii  of  the  Ku»8ian  American  Company  and  sold  by  tiiem 
iiflur  tlio  piiicbase  of  Alaska  by  tlie  United  S^tes. 

BECAPlTCLATION, 


T«u. 

SUd*. 

'SX 

5C0 
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Exhibit  D. 

I/rtf  n^yrthice*t  cooJit  fmr-ual »k\nt  4oM  in  L'judon  after  cjmmencemtht  of  p(1<iffic 9«alim§  to 


Year. 


Skixu. 


•I 


T.ir. 


Skins. 


Yr^r. 


SUbs. 


.     1.53)      li?s-3 l.io-2      leJl 

.1      yr»    i^» iTj* 

.      2.«43       :='jO K<fJ  TutJ. 


1. 


S.6M 


SalUd  norihKe*i  coaat  fur'ttal  itlctHt  drtAi^ed  attddrUd  in  L*indim  •  hut  h<>(  $vld  thtre)  takru 

aj'ttr  the  comtHemctrntnt  of  i,tla*j'u:  *ial\H'j  in  rnrinij  tta. 


Ytar. 


Skinv. 


i 


Year. 


i  SklBs. 


r 


Ytar. 


1W5 IG.nST 

lisi« 15,U<»7 


1?>7 3,5*r> 

lONi l,ttu 


lSe9 


Skins. 


'I. 


2.017 


Toial 39,290 


Ina'Miticin  to  alcove  it  u  cetlinated  tlxat  iruui  23,vM  to  30,0^  »kiu:»  Lavc  bci-n dr\ 5flf «l  ami  djed  in  thm 
Uiiit#"<l  Mate*. 

E.  T.  K.,  Jr.. 
Xvtary  Public, 
Forward. 

Salted  northicett  coa$t  fur-atal  9lc\n%  sold  in  London  after  commencement   of  pelafic 

sealing  in  Bering  Sea. 


Year. 


U"7 


SkinA. 


2.078 
17.»i» 
rr,.(N>7 


If**?* 


Y'ear. 


.    Skins.    I 


II 


39.5fi-i 
54, 1>U 


Year. 


Skins. 


1?92 


Total. 


28,396 
251.  CG8 


To  date. 


in:c  A  riT  ul  at  lox 


Dry  skinn  noId  in  London 

Safted  flkinn,  drewied  and  dyed  in  London.  Imt  not  nold  there. . 

Saltan)  HkinH,  dn'H«w-d  and  dyi-il  in  I'ltit'd  .Mat<(«.  i-^tiiiiattd 

Salt4.-d  fikinH  Hold  in  lA*ndou , 


18Po-lg91  ! 

lgS.-»  1SS9  , 

l*i5-lrt»L' 


Skins. 


8,604 

39,290 

30.000 

254,068 


(irand  total ^;i ^  0G3 


Exhibit  E. 


Year. 


1«73 
1874 
1875 
1870 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 


Salted  Lohos  Inland  fur-seal  sold  in  London, 


Skins. 


8.956 
8,509 
8.179 
11.353 
13,066 
12,301 
12. 295 
11.865 


1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 

Mm 

1W8 


Year. 


Skins. 


*To  date. 


Y"car. 


13,569   I  1889 
13.200   ■  ]H9f> 
12,861      ISOl 
16,258   i  189J* 
10.9.'»!J  '■ 
i:{.«i»!7  ,  Total. 

11.01-8 
20,747    j 


Skins. 


8,756 
18.541 
15,834 

4.?00 

247/777 
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Deposition  of  Alfred  Eraser,  men^mr  ^  tKe  firm  of  0.  M,Lamp8<m^Oo.f 
furriert,  London. 

GBNEBAL  SKAl^KIN  INDaSTBY. 

State  of  New  Yobe, 

dtp  and  County  of  JVew  YorJc,  at: 

Alfi'ed  Fraser,  being  duly  sworn.  Bays:  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm 
C.  M.  Luinpsoii  &  Oo.,  of  London,  and  the  person  described  in  and  who 
verified  an  alfidavit  on  the  1st  day  of  April,  1892,  relating  to  the  ftir-seal 
iiiduKtry.  The  tables  hereto  annexed  marked  A,  II,  0,  D,  E,  and  F 
Lave  been  prepared  by  me  ftora  the  printed  catalogues  ^.—J-- *"■»- -j- 
of  public  auction  sales  in  London  of  fnr-seal  skins  and 
also  from  my  private  memoranda,  and  from  my  knowl-  x»bi««  (having 
edge  and  information  of  the  fiir-seal  industry  I  believe  nombnf  of  akius  w^ 
them  to  be  correet  in  every  particular.  Said  tables  we  ff'iwi.'''^ '"™ 
state  all  of  the  )«alted  fur-seal  skins  of  the  Alaska, 
Copper,  northwest  coaBt,  and  Lobos  catches,  which,  according  to  the 
said  catalogues  and  memoranda,  were  sold  at  public  auction  iu  London 
between  the  years  1868  and  1891,  together  with  the  average  price  per 
skin  obtained  during  each  of  said  years  for  the  aforesaid  skins. 

AliPBBD  Fbabbb. 

Sworn  to  before  .me  this  6th  day  of  July,  1892. 

[seal.]  Fbedk.  E.  Fibhbb, 

Notary  Pvblie,  Kings  County, 

(Ourtificate  filed  in  New  York  County.) 

Exhibit  A. 

Sailed  Alatka  /w-moJ  toli  fat  XoadDB  fivm  1871  to  1891. 


Yc!.r. 

»,... 

Avorm,. 

Y«tt. 

Skliu. 

AronM!B 

Tear. 

sum. 

Aym,b« 

iiia,§M 
BnaB 

11 

7.-.;  110 

18TO 

1«,U« 

w,en 

1 

9t.SlO 
SB.  MO 

,.   d. 

l\ 

M    3 
M    0 

IM.IMD 
S0.W4 

*.    d. 

ToUi.. 

1,877.877 

Exhibit  B. 

Salhd  Copper  Uland fitT-t»al  told  <■  Ltndo*  Utik«fi 


v.„. 

.„„.. 

"ir 

Year. 

Skim. 

Vw. 

sun.. 

^ir 

''is    B 

ii 

38     S 

Is 

11.  m 

si 

S7    B 

SO  0 

a  t 
u  a 

M    0 
40    0 

as 

irioas 

80.078 

>.   d. 

■"■"- 

TM,WS 

!(1«— VOL  H 3(i 
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Exhibit  C. 

Salted  Korthioest  coast  fur-seal  skins  sold  in  London  prior  to  pelagic  sealing  in  Bering 

Sea, 


Year. 

Skina. 

Average 

pf  ioo  per 

skin. 

Year. 

Skins. 

.Average 

price  per 

skin. 

Year. 

Skins. 

Average 

price  per 

akin. 

1872 

1,029 

s.  d, 

9    9 

1877 %... 

9.  d. 

1882 

11,717 
2,319 
9,242 

f.   d. 

20      8 

1873 

1878 

264 

12, 212 

8,939 

9,997 

42    6 
53    5 
67    0 
31    7 

1883 

25    10 

1874 

4,949 
1,646 
2,042 

34    7 
36    8 
21    4 

1879 

1884 

27      2 

1875    

1880 

Total.. 

1876 

1881 

64,366 

Exhibit  D. 

Salted  Northwest  coast  fur-seal  skins  sold  in  London  after  commencement  of  pelagio 

sealing  in  Bering  Sea. 


Year. 

Skins. 

Average 

price 
per  skin. 

Year. 

Skins. 

Average 

prices 
per  skin. 

Year. 

Skins. 

Average 

price 
per  skin. 

1885 

2,078 
17,909 
36,907 
36, 818 

t.  d. 
26    1 
28    8 
30  11 
30  10 

1889 

89,563 
38,315 
54.180 

9.  d. 
39    5 
60  10 
62    0 

1 

1892* 

Total.. 

28,298 

9.  d. 

41      7 

1886         .     - 

1890     ..   .. 

1887 

1891 

254,068    

1883 

*To  March  25. 


Exhibit  E. 


Salted  Lobos  Island  fur-seal  skins  sold  in  London, 


Year. 

Skins. 

Average 
price  \WT 
skin.    ! 

Year. 

Skins. 

Average 
price  per 
skin.    1 

Year. 

Skins. 

Average 

price  per 

skin. 

1873 

6,956 
8,509 
8,179 
11,353 
13.066 
12, 301 
12,205 
14, 8(i5 

f .  d, 
(*) 
(*) 
(*) 
(*) 

14    5  1 
35    6 
42    0 

1881 

13,569 
13,200 
12,861 
16, 258 
10,953 
13,667 
11,068 
20,747 

*.  d. 

31    1 
16    5 

19  0 
14    1 

16  0 
18    6 

17  3 

20  0 

1889 

8,755 
18, 541 
15,834 

4,800 

25    0 

1874 

1882 

1  1890 

81    0 

1875 

1883 

'  1891 

38  11 

1876 

1884 

1892t 

Total.. 

25    4 

1877 

1885 

1886 

1878 

247,777 

1879 

1887 

1880 

41    1 

1888 

■ 

•  Unknown. 


t  To  date. 


Exhibit  F. 

Salted  Alaska  fur-seal  skins  sold  in  London  in  the  years  1SG8  to  1871  taken  prior  to  tk§ 

leasing  of  the  Pribilof  Islands 


Year. 


1868 
1869 
1870 


Skins. 


28,220 
121,820 
110,511 


Average 

price  per 

skin. 


«.  d. 

24  8 

25  0 
20  8 


1871, 


Year. 


Total 


Skins. 


20,111 


280,602 


Average 

price  per 

skin. 


#.    d. 
20   7 
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Deposition  of  Arthur  Hirschelj  member  of  the  firm  of  Hirschel  &  McffCTj 

furriers^  London. 

general  sealskin  industry. 

State  of  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  Ifeio  Torky  ss : 

Arthur  Hirschel,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  39  years  of  age^  a 
British  subject,  and  a  resident  of  London,  England,  ^^rttaimcm. 
I  am  and  for  the  past  twenty  years  have  been  a  mem-  **»«"««»• 
ber  of  the  firm  of  Hirschel  &  Meyer,  which  transacts  a  general  far 
business  at  London,  with  branch  establishments  at  Paris,  Leipzig, 
Moscow,  Shanghai,  and  elsewhere.  About  one-tenth  part  of  the  firm's 
business  consists  in  dealing  in  far-seal  skins,  of  which  about  15,000  ate 
annu<ally  bought  by  it.  I  am  familiar  with  the  character  and  extent 
of  the  fur-seal  industry  in  London,  and  I  believe  that  the  following 
data  relating  to  it  are  correct. 

A  large  capital,  the  amount  of  which,  however,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  estimate,  is  invested  in  the  busi-  eiSSwd.*^  *™* 
ness  of  selling  raw  fur-seal  skins.    Two  firms  own  large 
warehouses,  and  one  of  them  expensive  cold-storage  vaults,  i)ortions 
of  which  are  used  exclusively  for  the  purpose  of  storing  for-s^  skins. 

About  seven  firms  are  engaged  in  the  dressing  and  dyeing  of  seal 
skins,  of  which  a  very  much  larger  amount  is  done  in  London  than  in 
any  other  city  in  the  world.  In  this  branch  of  the  far-seal  industry 
there  are  invested  about  £80,000  in  permanent  plant,  which  would 
become  entirely  useless  if  the  seal-skin  industry  were  to  come  to  an 
end. 

About  12,000  dressed  and  dyed  Alaska  fur-seal  skins,  which  may  be 
valued  at  £5  a  skin,  are  annually  manufactured  into 
garments  in  London,  and  a  very  much  larger  proper-  g^SenUinLoii^? 
tion  of  Copper  and  Northwest  coast  skins  are  so 
consumed. 

The  seal-skin  industry  furnishes  occupation  to  workingmen  in  Lon- 
don as  follows:  To  about  600  dressers  and  dyers;  to  ^orkmwiemuio  ed. 
about  1,400  cutters,  nailers,  sewers,  and  other  laborers  empioy 

en^^aged  in  manufacturing  seal-skin  articles.    Many  of  those  employed 
as  above  are  skilled  laborers,  who,  in  any  other  employment,  would  be 
but  ordinary  laborers.    Some  of  them  nave  been  engaged  in  this  in- 
dustry from  childhood.    In  the  foregoing  no  account 
is  taken  of  the  numerous  clerks,  salesmen,  and  i>orters,  foJSr  **^ 

of  wliom  large  numbers  owe  their  means  of  support  to 
tlie  tiade  in  fur-seal  skins. 

1  believe  tliat  in  round  numbers  the  capital  invested  in  this  industry 
in   London  amounts  to  £1,000.000,  and  that  when  a 
full  Alaska  catch  came  to  market  the  weekly  amount  wSwp^toiSaa^ 
expended  in  wages  in  connection  with  all  the  catches 
was  about  £2,500  or  £3,000  a  week. 

The  business  of  dealing  in  ftir-seal  skins  has  of  late  entered  into  a 
speculative  stage,  which  is  doing  it  much  injury.  The  ^p^^,^^  uncertain 
trade  can  no  longer  know  with  certainty  when  and  condition  of  the  ouun 
in  what  quantities  seal  skins  will  be  placed  upon  the  ^^' 
market.  To  remedy  this  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  here-  ProhtMtton 
after  skins  should  be  taken  only  from  animals  of  the  ''^* 
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ih'aIh  tiU'X  awl  u|Kiij  lauf],  under  Govenmieut  reflations  i^ni:h  as  hare 
Leretofoie  ex i ^t*r^J . 

ABTHUB   ULBSC'IUX. 

Kworij  to  beloie  lue  thLs  -l^t  *liiy  of  June.  I'Stni. 

[>5i.AL.j  *         OKOKGK    KiSSIMiEK,  JB- 

Sotury  Pahlic  So.  'Jfjj»  City  and  County  of  Xtw  York. 


Depohition  of  Sir  Of'orf/^  CurttJt  Lampoon,  baronet,  head  of  the  firm  of 

C.  M.  Liimpifon  d:  Co..  farrierx,  London. 

r;K>Ki:.\L  .SKALSKIX   IMilSTUY. 

,  Sir  CW;iii//e  Ciirtis  l^aiii]>siin,  }iai-rinet,  beiu^  duly  sworn,  doth  depose 
and  hav: 

(\)  That  he  in  58  years  of  age  and  a  subject  of  Iler  Britannic  Majesty. 
That  he  is  the  v^m  and  suce^^'^S4i^  of  the  late  Sir  Curtis  Lanipson,  baronet, 
whr>  foil  nded  the  house  of  C.  M.  Lainpson  alxiut  the  year  18^34).  That  dei>o- 
nent  is  at  the  present  time  the  head  of  the  firm  of  C.  M.  Lampsou  & 
Co..  i\i}\\\\^  business  at  G4  Queen  street,  in  the  eity  of  London.  That  tlie 
liusiness  of  said  firm  is  that  of  ci>mniissiou  mei*ehauts,  enpraged  in  sell- 
ing and  in  buying  on  eoniniission  fur  skins  of  various  kinds.    That  his 

said  lirni  now  }iandh^  and  for  many  years  last  past  have 

,xiH  r  i'uvM.  liandled  a  greater  number  of  skins  of  fur-seals  than  all 

Iheotlier  firms  in  the  world  put  together,  and  that  he  hasa  general  knowl- 
edge of  the  eharaeter  of  tlje  liusiness  of  buying  and  selling  fur-seal 

skins.    That  his  partner.  Mr.  Emil  Teichmann,  has  a 

Mr.    Kmii   TH'h-  more  detailed  and  teehuical  knowledge  of  the  business 

iMfrt.  tlian  deponent,  and  can  de^xise  m  respeet  to  the  teeh- 

nieal  aspe<;ts  of  the  business  in  more  detail  and  with 
great4fr  accuracy  tlian  de]K>nent  would  wish  to  do. 

(1)  That  the  way  in  wliicli  the  business  of  the  firm  of  G.  M.  Lamp- 
wm  K  (jO.  is  crHxlucted  at  the  present  time  in  re.speet  to  fur-seal  skins 
is  brieily  as  follows: 

Tlie  firm  receives  (consignments  of  fur-seal  skins  from  the   North 

Kniiii   wimiii  the  American  Commercial  Comiiany  which  as  deponent  is 

«rm  nr«iv«niouiii«u-  infomiHl  has  a  Icasc  from  the  United  States  Govern- 

uHiiu of  Hki..».  j^^jj^ ^^^  j.j^^^  j..^^^^^  ^^^  J, jj,  f,jj.  .seals  on  the  Pribilof  Islands 

in  the  Bering  Sea,  from  the  Russian  Seal  Skin  Company  which,  as  de- 
ponent is  inf(»rmed  have  a  lease  from  tlie  Russian  Government  of  a 
right  to  kill  fur-seals  on  the  Kommon<lorski  and  Koben  islands  and 
large  consignments  (»f  fur-seal  skins  are  alsii.made  to  deponent^s  firm 
by  the  firm  of  Hermann  Liebes  &  Co.,  of  San  Fran<'isco,  U.  S.  A. 
These  three  mentioned  firms  or  companies  are  the  principal  consignees 
,     .     ,    ,      ,      of  seal  skins  to  the  deponent's  firm.    The  consignments 

when  received  are  <luly  catalogued  and  sales  at  public 
auction  of  these  skins  and  of  those  of  any  other  consignments  which 
thert;  may  be  are  held  in  the  months  of  January,  March,  and  October. 
That  at  such  sales  then*,  are  present  in  person  or  by  representative 
all  the  lea<ling  dealers  doing  business  in  the  city  of  I^>ndon  and  all  the 

other  markets  in  the  world.    The  total  number  of  buy- 
iii^rrH.        ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  average  more  than  fifty,  and  a  list  of  all 

the  buyers  is  hereto  annexed  and  marked  A.  The  major  part  of  the 
skins  purchased  are,  however,  purchased  by  a  comparatively  small 
number  <»f  firms.  Deponent's  own  firm  as  the  agents  of  dealers  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  are  also  among  the  x>riucix>al  buyers. 
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Tbat  down  to  within  one  or  two  years  ago  the  skins  so  purchased  by 
the  principal  buyers,  or  at  least  a  |^reat  majority  of 
them,  were  after  sucn  purchase  consigned  to  the  firm  c-  ^'TfiSSy^and 
of  C.  W.  Martin  &  Sons,  by  whom  th^  were  dressed,  ^^ofsUnste^ 
and  the  most  of  the  skins  also  dyed  by  them,  and  hav-  &i^  prindprt 
ing  been  so  dressed  and  dyed,  they  are  then  sent  to 
the  dealers  and  manufacturers  of  fhr  clothing  in  various  i>arts  of  the 
world. 

(3)  That  the  history  of  the  fur-seal  skin  business,  and  the  sources  of 
its  supply,  have  been  fully  and  correctly  described  oy  deponent's  part- 
ner, Mr.  Emil  Teichmann^  and  deponent  was  present  at  the  time  when 
the  deposition  of  Mr.  Teichmaun  was  dictated  to  the 

shorthand  writer.  The  principal  present  sources  of  the  g^?^^*  mST*  ^' 
supply  of  the  seal-skin  market  are  what  are  known  as 
the  Alaska  catch,  the  Copper  Islands  catch,  and  what  is  known  as  the 
Northwest  catch.  As  stated  by  Mr.  Teichmann,  the  skins  of  these 
several  catches  are  readily  distinguished  from  each  other,  and  separate 
sets  of  forms  or  patterns  are  used  by  deponent^s  firm  in  sorting  and  siz- 
iug  the  skins  of  the  three  catches.  These  differences  are  emphasized 
by  the  fact  that  the  skins  of  the  three  catches  are  of  diflbrent  values 
and  produce  in  the  market  different  prices. 

The  skins  of  the  Alaska  and  Copper  Island  catch  are  almost  exclus- 
ively skins  of  male  seals  and  the  skins  of  the  North- 
wesl  capture  are  in  like  manner  largely  the  skins  of  Bkins.  *      copper 
female  seals.    What  is  now  caUed  the  Northwest  catch 
was  for  many  years  known  as  the  Victoria  catch,  and  toSj^tcS**  **  ^^ 
\M'U)r  to  1884  the  skins  of  this  catch  came  to  tiie  Lon- 
<l<)n  market  consigned  largely  by  the  firm  of  Hermann  Liebes  &  Co.  to 
the  deponent's  firm  and  averaged  for  many  years  about  10,()00  or 
12,(H)0  skins  per  year.    In  1884  the  skins  of  this  catch 
l)e<::an  to  increase  largely  in  number,  and  the  numbers  ^Jt^SS Sam!^" 
Aviii(!li  since  that  year  have  arrived  in  the  London 
market  are  stated  with  substantial  accuracy  upon  the  lists  annexed 
to  tlie  affidavits  of  my  partners  Messrs.  Fraser  &  Teichmann. 

(4)  Deponent  says  that  what  may  be  described  as  the  fur-skin  busi- 
ness lias  been  built  up,  that  is  the  product,  the  fur-seal 

skins,  have  been  made  an  article  of  fin^hion  and  co™-,J''"^;jJ*'*  ^"'iSSti 
meree,  and  the  sales  of  such  skins  largely  increased,  andKiit  up.*** 
tiie  methods  of  dressing  and  dyeing  the  same  have  oeen 
ix'ifected  almost  entirely  through  the  influence  and  joint  endeavors  of 
the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  the  Forth  American  Commercial 
Company,  the  Eussian  Seal  Skin  Company,  deponent^s  own  firm,  and 
the  tirni  of  C.  W.  Martin  &  Sons,  and  their  predecessors  in  the  city  of 
London. 

That  tlie  business  at  the  present  time  has  attained  the  rank  of  an  im* 
])oitant  indnstiy,  in  which  there  is  embarked  in  tiie 
( ity  of  London  a  large  amount  of  capital  and  upon  biSSeM*  ****"*  ^' 
Avhicli  there  is  dependent  a  large  number  of  workmen 
and  emi)h)y(:'s.    The  amount  of  capital  from  time  to     capital  ioTested 
time  iirvested  in  the  business  is  correctly  stated,  de-  {"^,^"«*"  ^^^  *" 
ixmcnt  believes,  by  Mr.  Teichmann,  at  as  much  as      "  ^' 
j:  I  ,()()(),()0(),  and  until  within  a  year  or  two  the  numbers  of  x^^rsons  de- 
pending upon  the  industry  for  their  supx>ort  has  likewise  been  correctly 
stated  by  Mr.  Teichmann,  approximately  at  2,000  persons,  receiving  on 
an  average  a  weekly  wage  of  30  shillings,  and  most  of  them  hsiViHg  fiEun- 
ilies  dependent  upon  their  labors  for  their  support. 
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During  tlie  last  two  years  the  diminution  and  irregularity  of  the  sup- 

-..,,,        , ,     ply  of  fur  and  seal  skins  has  caused  some  decrease  in 

remiiarity  in  Buppiy  the  amouut  01  persons  engaj^ed  in  the  industry,  but 

two^ylSJs**"""*''  ^""^  dei>onent  is  not  able  to  state  exactly  to  what  extent 

su<!h  decrease  has  taken  place. 
A  considerable  number  of  the  persons  employed  in  this  business,  as 
deponent  is  informed,  are  not  skilled  in  any  other  kind  of  business,  and 
should  the  fur-seal  industry  cease,  deponent  believes  that  these  persons 
would  be  obliged  to  mastei  some  other  trade  or  ineiuis  of  livelihood. 
That  one  of  the  most  important,  and  deponent  feels  justified  in  say- 
Necessity  for  a  rcg.  ^"&?  ^^^'^^  elements  in  the  maintenance  and  preservation 
wiar  and  constant  of  the  busiucss  or  irulustry  is  that  the  supply  of  fur- 
Buppiy  of  skins.  ^^^  ^^.j^^g  should  be  regular  and  constant  so  'that  in- 

tending  buyers  may  be  able  to  know  beforehand  approximately  what 
the  prices  of  their  stock  in  trade  are  going  to  be,  and  that  the  people 
engaged  in  the  business  may  have  beforehand  a  reasonably  definite 
notion  of  what  they  shall  be  able  to  count  upon. 

(5)  Deponent  has  no  d<mbt  but  that  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  main- 
tain the  industry  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  pre- 
se»i  s(iji.ve  the  existence  ot  the  seal  herd  in  the  North  Pacific 
Ocean  and  Bering  Sea  from  the  fate  which  has  over- 
taken the  herds  in  the  tScmth  Seas,  Of  the  stei>s,  if  any,  which  are 
necessary,  in  order  to  ac<*omplish  this  result,  deponent  does  not  feel 
that  he  is  in  a  position  to  state  as  he  has  no  i)ersonal  knowledge  of  the 
regulations  which  at  the  luesent  time  exist,  but  it  is  obvious  to  depo- 
nent's mind  that  regulaticms  of  some  kind  imposed  by  scmiebody  who 
has  authority  and  power  to  enforce  them  are  necessary  to  prevent  the 
rookeries  in  the  Is'orth  Pacific  Ocean  from  suftcriiig  the  fate  of  the 
r<M»keries  in  the  S(mthern  Atlantic  and  Pacific  seas,  when*,  deponent  is 
informed  no  restrictions  were  at  any  time  even  att<»mi)ted  to  be  im- 
posed. 

GEOUGE  C.   TjAMPSON. 

Sworn  at  04  Queen  street,  in  the  city  of  London,  England,  this  23d 
day  of  April,  181>2,  before  me, 

Francis  W.  Frigout, 
Vice  and  Deputy  Connul- General  of  the 
United  IStatea  of  America  at  London^  Englani. 


Protection  of 
herd  necvHsary. 


BVTERS  OF  FVn-SEAL  SKIXS. 


LONDON. 


Allli.inRpn  «Sr  Co. 
Apfi'l  HrotherH. 
lU'viiijjtoii  &  MorriR. 
BlutHpicl,  Stamp  «V  lloarock. 

Creamer,  J.  H.,  &  Co. 
Dixon  <&.  Co.,  H. 
Enior,  Weber  &  Co. 
Eyftoldt  &  Co. 
Friedebory,  H. 
Felsennteiii  Bros. 
Hand,  J. 

Hirsciiell  &  Meyor. 
Hoffman  &.  Thaw. 
Howell,  J.,  &>  Co, 
luoe,  T.  U. 


Intomntidiinl  Fnr  Store. 
Marshall,  W.,  «,V  Co. 
Martin,  C.  \V..  A  iSoiis. 
3IeviT8,  J.  A',  li. 
Nich(djiy,  .1.  A.,  &  Son. 
PhillipH,  Politzer  &,  Co. 
Poland,  P.  K.,  &  S(»n. 
Poland,  Geo.,  &,  Son. 

)?I1K8,  C. 

Smith,  iieo,f  &.  Sons. 
Snj^den,  C.  A.,  &  Co. 
Plater  <&  Co. 
Ullmann,  Jos. 
Vvse  Sous  &,  Co. 
Wothenpoon,  D.  A  J. 


SEALSKIN  INDUSTRY  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN.  i667 


PABIS. 


Greljert,  E.,  &  Grison.  Revillon  Freres. 

Handler,  N.,  &  Fils.  Revillon,  S. 

Hertz,  E.,  &  Co. 

LEIPZIG. 

Bromberg,  M.,  &  Co.  Gaudig  Sd  Blum. 

Dornfeldt,  G.  Kouigewertbor,  H.  M. 

This  is  the  paper  writing  marked  A  referred  to  in  the  affidavit  of  George  Curtis 
Laiupson,  sworn  before  me  this  23d  day  of  April,  1S92. 

Francis  W.  Frigout, 
Vice  and  Deputy  ConauUOeneral,  U,  S,  A.,  London^  England. 


Deposition  of  Walter  Edward  Martin^  head  of  the  firm  of  0.   TT.  Mar- 
tin d!  SonSj  furriers,  Lond<m. 

GENERAL  SEALSKIN  INDUSTRY. 

Walter  Edward  Martin,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  as  follows: 

First.  That  he  is  40  years  of  age,  a  subject  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty, 
and  lives  iu  the  city  of  St.  Albans,  and  carries  on  business  at4  Lambeth 
Hill,  in  the  city  of  London ;  that  he  is  the  head  of  the  firm  of  G.  W.  Mar- 
tin &  Sons,  who  are  the  successors  of  the  firm  of  Martin  &  Teichmann, 
^vhich  firm  was  composed  of  deponent's  father,  G.  W.  Martin,  and  Emil 
Teiehmann,  who  is  now  a  member  of  the  firm  of  G.  M.  Lampson&  Go.,  of 
the  city  of  London ;  that  the  said  firm  of  G.  W.  Martin  &  Sons  is  engaged 
in  the  business  of  dressing  and  dyeing fars  of  all  kinds;  that  they  have 
until  the  last  year  and  have  for  many  years  last  past  dressed  and  dyed 
ii  larger  number  of  skins  of  the  fur-seal  than  all  the  other  firms  in  the 
world  together;  that  deponent  has  made  no  examination  of  the  books  of 
Ills  firm  lor  the  purpose  of  seeing  precisely  the  number  of  skins  annually 
dressed  and  dyed  by  his  said  firm  and  its  predecessor,  but  it  is  the  fact 
tiiat  Ins  said  Urm  in  one  year  dressed  150,000  fur-seal  skins,  and  of  that 
number  dyed  130,000,  and  it  is  also  the  fact  that  until  within  the  last 
two  years  his  llrm  dressed  upwards  of  110,000  or  120,000  skins  in  each 
year,  and  dyed  upwards  of  100,000  skins  so  dressed. 

Tliat  deponent  has  been  in  the  business  of  dressing  and  dyeing  fhr-seal 
skins  about  twenty-two  years;  that  he  has  x>ersonally 
handled  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  such  skins,  and  »?«"««»• 
that  he  has  a  detailed  and  specific  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the 
various  sorts  of  seal  skins  and  of  the  markets  therefor,  and  that  he  has 
also  a  general  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  seal-skin  business  during 
tlie  whole  of  that  period. 

SiM'ond.  That  the  first  seal  skins  of  which  dei>onent  has  any  knowl- 
edge arriving  in  the  London  market  were  consigned 
by  a  Russian  company  to  the  firm  of  J.  M.  Oppenheim  iJ^^^'^  ®^  ***• 
&  Co.,  the  business  of  which  firm,  so  far  in  as  it  related 
to  the  dressing  and  dyeing  of  fur-seal  skins,  was  subsequently  taken 
over  ijy  the  Urm  of  Maii^iu  &  Teiehmann.    That  the  fur-seal  skin  busi- 
nc^ss  was  greatly  developed  about  the  year  1870  through 
tlie  etlorts  of  C.  M.  Lampson  &  Go.;  that  about  that  ^^^^^^^^ 
time  the  firm  of  J.  M.  Oppenheim  &  Go.  found  great 
ditliculties   iu   getting   Uie  skins  properly  nnhairedi  dressedi  and 
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dj-ed,  which  difficulties  culminated  in  a  strike  of  their  operatives 
about  the  year  1873,  the  result  of  which  was  that  the  firm  of  Martin 
&  Teichmann  took  over  that  portion  of  the  business  of  Messrs.  Op- 
I)enlieini  &  Co.  connected  with  the  dressing  and  dyeing  of  fur-seal 
skins  as  aforesaid  and  began  a  system  of  education  of  their  own  oper- 
atives, and  that  from  that  time  until  within  a  year  ago  the  business  of 
dressing  and  dyeing  skins  has  been  practically  controlled  by  the  firms 
of  Martin  &  Teichmann  &  Co.  and  C.  W.  Martin  &  Sons,  and  has  be- 
come an  established  and  important  industry,  in  which  a  large  amount 
of  capita-l  is  invested  and  a  large  number  of  persons  emph»yed. 

The  lirm  of  C.  W.  Martin  &  ISons  has  emphiyed  until  the  last  two 
rer8on8  employed  Y^^^^  ^^  pcTsous,  and  en)i>loy  at  the  present  moment 
and  wages  paid  by  about  4G0  pcTSOus,  Hiost  of  wlioui  are  Skilled  laborers^ 
his  firm.  receiving  on  an  average  at  least  30  shillings  a  week, 

and  most  of  whom  have  families  dei)endent  upon  them  for  their  sup- 
port. Deponent  estimates  that  the  total  number  of 
in^mioS.  ®°*^^^®^®*^  jiersons  employed  directly  or  indirectly  in  the  business 

of  dressing,  dyeing,  handling,  and  cutting  fur-seal  skins 
up  to  witjiin  the  last  two  years  in  the  city  of  London  was  about  2,000. 

Third.  That  the  business  is  (tarried  on  in  the  city  of  Londcm,  briefly, 
as  follows:  Messrs.  C.  M.  Jjampson  &  Co.,  and  during  the  last  two 
,     ,    ,    ,     ,        years  one  or  two  other  finns,  advertised  the  annual 

London  trade  saleis.       •',  ....  t     t  •  /*      t  '    I  ij.ii  ^ 

sales  ot  lur-seal  skins,  of  which  very  much  the  largest 
number  are  advertised  and  sold  by  C.  M.  Lampson  &  Co.  That 
at  such  sales  merchants  and  fuiTiers  from  all  over  the  world  arei 
l)resent  or  represented,  and  make  their  purchases  of  fur-seal  skins 
for  the  ensuing  season.  After  the  sal#s  the  skins  imrchascd  are  deliv- 
ered by  the  purchasers  to  my  firm  and  others  for  dressing  and  dyeing. 

Most  of  the  seal  skins  dressed  bv  niy  firm  are  likewise 
oflw"^'"'*''^^'*^"'^  intnisted  to  us  to  be  dyed,  but  some  of  the  merchants, 

notjibly  lievillon  Freres,  of  Paris,  have  the  skins  which 
have  been  dresse<l  for  thc^in  by  us  dyed  in  France,  and  this  is  true  of 
one  or  two  other  firms,  although  Hevilhm  Freres  are  the  principal  firm 
who  so  <lo.  This  makes  the  number  of  furs  dressed  by  us  larger  than 
the  num])er  dyed. 

Fourth.  Deponent  knows  of  his  own  knowledge  and  from  conversa- 
tions with  the  merchants  and  dealers  above  mentioned 
iit!m7 «upi%"^ "  *^""    ^^***t  Jt"  J«  i*  matter  of  vital  importance  to  the  continu- 
ance of  the  of  fur  s<»al  industry  and  the  industries  re- 
sulting therefrom  and  depen<lent  thereon  that  the  supply  of  fur-seal 
skins  should  be  c(mstant;  that  is,  that  the  number  of  skins  coming  upon 
the  market  in  ea<;h  year  should  be  known  the  year  beforehand  with 
a[)proximate  certainty,  and  that  it  should  not  vary  greatly  fi-om  year 
to  year.    That  this  is  n(»(*essary  in  order  that  prices  may  be  fixed  and 
that  those  pers<ms  or  firms  who  i»liysically  deal  with  the  skins,  such  as 
liepouent's  firm,  should  know  what  [uovision  they  must  make  for  the 
supi.lv  regular  to  ^>"^"><*«8  of  the  cnsuing  scasou.    That  down  lo  within 
within  the  past  three  a  fcw  ycars  last  i)ast,  three  or  five  years,  the  supply 
or  five  yearn.  has  becii  leguhir,  but  that  during  the  last  three  or  five 

years,  and  notably  during  the  last  two  years,  the  su[)ply  has  fluctuated 
very  largely  and  continually  diminished  and  in  consequence  thereof 
business  has  greatly  suffered. 
Firth.  That  the  skins  which  have  come  to  the  London  market  within 
Sources  of  supply,    tlic  last  fcw  ycai's  have  been  principally  what  are 
Aiaskn,  Copper  la-  kiiowii  as  tlic  Aluska  catch,  the  Copper  Island  csatch 
lajd^^Mi  Northwest  ^^j  ^^^^  Korthwcst  catch.    Small  supplies  are  also 
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obtained  from  the  Lobos  Islands,  Cape  Horn,  and  Aus-  ^^^^  j^^^^^ 
tralasia,  but  the  skins  got  from  last  three  mentioned  HornudAuiitraia^a 
localities  play  an  inconsiderable  piot  in  the  bHsiness.  "^^* 
That  the  great  majority  of  the  skins  coming  into  the  market  are  known 
as  the  Alaska,  the  Copper  Island,  and  the  Northwest  skins.  The  skins 
belonging  to  these  several  catches  are  c^»logaed  separately,  sold  sep- 
arately, and  are  of  different  values  and  necessarily,  therefore,  bring  dif- 
ferent prices  in  the  market. 

Sixth.  That  the  differences  between  these  several  classes  of  skins 
are  so  marked  as  to  enable  any  person  skilled  in  the        ^^ 
business  to  readily  distinguish  one  from  the  other.   An  ^£9^^^!^^^ 
essential  point  of  difference  between  the  skins  of  the 
Northwest  catch  and  the  skins  of  the  Alaska  and  Copper  Island  catches 
consists  in  the  fact  that  most  of  the  Northwest  skins     ir^^rth^eat  akiii» 
are  the  skins  of  the  female  seal,  while  the  Copper  and  mostly  tuone  of  fe- 
Alaska  skins  are  of  the  male  seal.    Deponent  has  made  ^^'  "v  75  toao  p«r 
no  computation  or  examination  which  woold  enable  him 
to  say  specifically  what  proportion  of  the  Northwest  catch  are  the  skins 
of  the  female  seal,  but  it  is  the  fact  that  the  great  majority,  deponent 
would  say  75  to  80  per  cent,  of  the  skins  of  this  catch  are  the  SKins  of 
the  female  animal.    The  skins  of  the  male  seal  and  of  the  female  seal 
may  be  as  readily  distingaished  as  the  skins  of  the  different  sexes  of 
any  other  animal.    The  skins  of  the  female  seal,  for     ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^ 
instance,  show  the  marks  of  the  breast  and  the  fur  aiedUitiiigaithed. 
upon  the  belly  is  thinner,  and  the  whole  of  the  fur  is 
also  finer,  lower  in  pile;  tnat  is,  the  fibers  comxK>sing  the  frir  are  shorter 
than  in  the  case  of  tbe  male  seal.    Another  means  of  distinguishing  the 
female  skins  from  the  skins  ot  the  male  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  skins  of 
tbe  female  are  narrower  at  the  head  and  tail  and  are  proportionately 
wider  in  the  belly  than  the  skins  of  the  male  seal. 

Another  means  of  distinguishing  the  seals  of  the  Northwest  catch 
from  the  skins  of  the  Copper  Island  and  Alaska  catches 
(M^nsists  in  the  fact  that  nearly  aU  the  skins  of  this  ti^^StZr^oS^ 
catch  have  holes  in  them,  which  deponent  understands  i«iMid  «A  AiMka 
is  caused  by  the  fact  that  the  seals  from  which  they  are  kJSShS^  **^  '^^ 
taken  have  been  shot  or  speared  in  the  open  sea,  and 
not,  as  is  the  case  with  the  seals  from  which  the  skins  of  Copper  Island 
and  Alaska  catches  are  taken  and  killed,  with  clubs  upon  land.  The 
difi'erence  between  the  Copper  Island  catch  and  the  iMUbrenoo  between 
Alaska  catch  are  marked  and  enable  any  one  experi-  Copper  isiuui  and 
enced  in  handling  skins  to  distinguish  the  one  ftt>m  -^^••>»"'^n"- 
the  other.  The  Copper  Island  skins  show  that  the  animal  is  narrower 
in  the  neck  and  at  the  tail  than  the  Alaska  seal  and  the  fur  is  shorter, 
I)articularly  under  the  flippers,  and'  tbe  hair  has  a  yellower  tinge  than 
liave  the  hairs  of  tlie  Alaska  seals,  so  that  before  the  skins  are  dressed 
the  two  may  be  readily  distinguished  from  each  other,  and  while  depo- 
nent has  made  no  such  attempt  he  believes  that  it  would  be  reasonable 
to  say  tliat  if  1,000  Copper  Island  skins  were  mingled  amon^  99,000 
Ahiska  skins  it  would  be  possible  for  any  one  skilled  in  the  business  to 
cxtrac^t  950  out  of  the  1,000  Copper  Island  skins  and  to  sei^arate  them 
from  the  99,050  of  tbe  Alaska  catch,  and  vice  versa.  Both  the  Copper 
island  skins  and  tbe  Alaska  skins  are  the  skins  of  male  seals  almost 
exclusively,  although  occasionally  female  skins  ore  found  among  the 
Copper  Island  catch  and  less  often  among  the  Alft^yi^  catelu 
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Seventli.  Deponent  says  that  the  preservation  of  the  seal  herds 

found  in  the  nortliern  Pacific  region  is  necessary  to 
^oteotion  nece*-  ^^le  continuance  of  the  fur-seal  business,  a^  those  herds 

are  the  princii)al  sources  of  supply  of  seal  skins  left  in 
the  world;  and  from  his  f^eneral  knowledge  of  the  customs  of  that  busi- 
ness deponent  feels  justified  in  expressing  tlie  opinion  that  stringent 
regulations  of  some  kind  are  necessarj^  in  order  to  prevent  those  herds 
from  disappearing  like  the  herds  which  formerly  existed  in  large  num- 
bers off  the  Soutli  Pacific  seas.  Specifi(*ally  what  regulations  are  neces- 
saiy  deponent  does  not  feel  himself  in  a  position  to  state. 

Walter  Martin. 

Sworn  at  No.  4  Lambeth  Hill,  in  the  citv  of  London,  England,  this 
23d  day  of  April,  1802,  before  me. 

Francis  W.  Frigout, 
Vice  and  Deputy  Consul- General  of  the 
United  States  of  America  at  London^  England. 


Deposition  oflTenry  Poland^  head  of  the  firm  of  P.  R.  Poland  &  Son, 

furriers^  London, 

GENERAL  SEALSKIN  INDUSTRY.      PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Mr.  ITenry  Poland,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say:  That  he 
is  40  y<»afs  of  age  and  a  subject  ot'lier  P»ritnnnicmj»Je8ty ;  thathe  isthehead 
of  the  firm  of  V.  Jv.  PoliUid  &  Son  doing  buisness  at  110  Queen  Victoria 
street,  in  the  city  of  Ijon<lon,  an<l  has  been  engaged  in  that  business 
twenty-one  years;  that  the  said  firm  of  V,  R.  J*oland  &Son  are  doing 
business  as  fur  and  skin  merchants,  and  have  been  engaged  in  that 
business  for  over  one  hundred  years,  having  been  founded  by  de|>o- 
nent's  great-grandfather  in  the  year  ITST),  and  having  been  continued 
without  interruption  since  that  date  from  father  to  son;  that  for  many 
years  last  past  deponent's  said  firm  have  been  in  the  habit  of  buying 
large  numbers  of  fur-seal  skins,  in  fact  ever  since  skins  of  that  charao 
ter  have  become  an  article  of  commerce,  both  on  their  own  ac<*ount  and 
on  commission  for  other  p(»rs(>ns  resident  in  the  Unite<l  States  and 
Ex  lerimio  (3ana4la  and  elsewh(»re;  that  by  reas(m  of  having  pur- 

.xpe  onio.  chnsed  so  many  skins  dej^onent  has  a  geneial  and  sub- 

stantial knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  fur-s<»al  skin  business,  and  oi 
the  chara<:ter  an<l  kinds  of  fur-seal  skins  (*oniing  u])on  the  London 
,  ,  mark<'t;  that  from  about  the  vear  1870  down  to  the 
l)resent  tune  the  principal  lur-seal  skins  coming  to  the 
London  market  have  l>een  what  are  known  as  the  Alaska  catch,  being 
the  skins  of  fur-seals  killed  upon  the  Pribilof  islands,  in  the  Bering  Sea, 
the  Copper  Islands  catrh  being  the  skins  of  fur  seals  killed  upon  the 
Kommandorski  and  Koben  islands  of  Kussia,  and  what  are  known  as 
the  Northwest  catch.  Until  within  two  or  three  years  ago  a  very  con- 
siderable number  of  skins  also  arrived  on  the  London  market,  amount- 
ing i)erha])s  to  several  thousand  annually,  which  were  known  aa 
Jax)anese  skins. 


■«     s 
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That  tlie  three  classes  of  skins  above  mentioned  are  easily  distinguish- 
able from  each  other  by  any  x^erson  skilled  in  the  busi- 
ness or  accustomed  to  handling  skins  in  the  raw  state,  y^^  digOngaiBba^ 
That  deponent  has  personally  handled  the  samples  of 
the  skins  dealt  in  by  this  firm,  and  would  himself  have  no  difficulty  in 
distinguishing  the  skins  of  the  Copper  Island  catch  from  the  skins  of 
the  Alaska  and  Northwest  catch,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  in  the  raw 
state  the  Gojiper  Island  skins  have  a  lighter  color  and  the  fur  is  rather 
shorter  in  pile  and  of  an  inferior  quality.    The  skins  of  each  of  the  three 
classes  have  different  values  and  conmiand  different  prices  in  the  mar- 
ket.   Bath  the  Copper  Island  skins  and  the  Alaska  skins  are  almost 
exchisively  the  skins  of  male  seals,  and  the  difference  between  the  skin 
of  a  male  seal  and  a  female  seal  of  adult  age  can  be  as  readily  seen  as 
between  the  skins  of  different  sexes  of  other  animals. 
That  the  Northwest  skins  are,  in  turn,  distinguishable  mwt^'iSSdJ.^*"* 
from  the  Copper  Island  and  Alaska  skins,  first,  by 
reason  of  the  fact  that  a  very  large  prox>ortion  of  the  adult  skins  are 
obviously  the  skins  of  female  animals;  second,  because    «,_«.   ..^  v* 

.,  -11      •  -I       "x-s.  A-s_  1-  \     A.      irieroea  Willi  snot. 

they  are  all  pierced  with  the  spear  or  harpoon  or  shot, 
in  consequence  of  being  killed  in  open  sea,  and  not,  ns  in  the  case  of 
Copper  Island  and  Alaska  skins,  being  killed  upon  land  by  clubs; 
third,  because  the  Northwest  skins  are  cured  uiion  vesselsby  the  crews 
of  w  hich  tliey  are  killed,  ux>on  which  there  are  not  the  same  facilities 
for  iiaying  or  salting  the  skins  as  there  are  ui>on  land,  where  the  Cox>- 
per  and  Alaska  skins  are  flayed  and  salted. 

The  Japanese  skins,  which  I  think  are  now  included     ^^ 
in  the  Northwest  catch,  are  distinguishable  from  the       »»*»««>» 
other  skins  of  the  Northwest  catch  by  being  yellower  in  color,  having 
a  inncli  shorter  pile,  because  they  are  salt^  with  fine  salt,  and  have 
])Ienty  of  blubber  on  the  i)elt.    That  the  skins  purchased  by  deponent's 
lirni  are  handed  over  by  it  to  what  are  called  dressers 
and  dyers,  for  the  purpose  of  being  dressed  and  dyed.  ^^^o«M«ofmMinfw 
T\w  principal  dressers  and  dyers  of  the  city  of  London 
at  tin*  present  time  are  C.  W.  Martin  &  Co.  and  George  Bice  and  skins 
are  also  dressed  and  dyed  by  other  persons.    Thefiir-seal  business  has 
attained  very  considerable  dimensions  in  the  city  of 
London,    large    amounts   of  capital   being   invested  ^^^J«««i^ndoncapi. 
tlu^re.in,  and  probably  in  and  about  the  city  of  Lon- 
don tliere  are  employed  in  the  fur-seal  skin  business  as  many  as  3,000 
persons,  most  of  whom  are  skilled  hands,  some  of  whom     j^^^^  ^  ,   ^ 
receive  ashighas£3or£4aweek,and  many  if  not  most  ^ 

of  whom  have  families  dependent  upon  them  for  support.   That  the  main- 
tenance of  this  business  necessarily  depends ux>on  the 
preservation  of  the  seal  herds  frequenting  the  northern  ^J^^^^^  neo»4. 
racific  r(»<^ions  from  being  overtaken  by  the  destruc- 
tion whicli  was  the  fate  of  the  seals  formerly  found  in  large  quantities 
in  tlie  tSoutli  Atlantic  and  South  Pacific  Oceans. 

Hiat  de])onent  is  not  in  a  position,  by  reason  of  possessing  expert 
knowledge  or  personal  acquaintance  of  killing  seals,  to  pronounce  a 
])ositive  opinion  as  to  what  steps  are  necessary,  if  any,  to  accomplish 
this  I'csnlt,  but  he  would  suppose  it  reasonable  to  say 
tliat  a  close  time,  which  should  be  universal  in  its  ap-  ^<»«»«*^"- 
I)lication,  for  a  specified  period  in  each  year,  during  which  the  killing 
ot  seals  should  be  entirely  prohibited,  and  the  imxK>sition  of  heavy 
penalties,  say  a  fine  of  £\,000,  for  any  violation  of  the  regulations  pro* 
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viding  for  such  close  time,  would  be  effective  to  preserve  the  lierds 

referred  to;  and  dcLjuent  would,  under  any  circum- 
stances,  increase  the  zone  around  the  islands  contain- 
ing tlie  rookeries,  within  which  sealing  should  be  absoiutely  prohibited, 
to  a  distance  of  50  miles  in  every  direction  from  the  shore. 

llKMiY  Poland. 

Sworn  at  110  Queen  Victoria  street,  in  the  city  of  London,  England, 
this  23  day  of  April,  1892,  before  me. 

FuANCis  W.  Frtoout, 
Vice  and  Deputy  Consul- General  of  the 
United  States  of  America  at  London j  England, 


Deposition  of  George  Rice,  furrier^  London,  England. 

GENERAL  SEALSKIN  INDUSTRY.   PELAGIC  SEALING. 

George  I{i<re,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say:  Tliat  he  is  50 

years  of  age,  and  a  subject  of  lier  Britannic  Maiesty. 

That  he  is  engaged  m  the  business  ot  dressing  aiid 
dyeing  furs  of  various  kinds  in  the  city  of  London,  at  32,  3^5,  and  40 
(Ireat  JVescott  street,  in  the  said  city,  and  at  Stratford,  which  is  a 
suburb  of  Londcm.  That  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  fur  business, 
aiul  i)rincii>ally  in  the  business  of  handling  fur-seal  skins,  for  twenty- 
seven  years  last  past.  That  eleven  years  ago  he  established  hia 
ju'esent  business  of  dressing  and  dyeing  furs.  That  during  the 
eleven  y<»ars  since  tlie  establishment  of  his  present  business  he 
has  InnuHcd  and  <lyed  large  quantities  of  fur-seal  skins,  and  has 
during  those  ydars  and  prior  thereto  i)ersonally  handled  hundrexls 
of  thousands  of  fur-seal  skins,  and  that  in  the  year  181>l  he  dyed 
ui)wards  of  90,000  fur-seal  skins.  That  by  reason  of  his  experi- 
ence in  his  business  he  has  a  general  and  detailed  knowledge  of  the 
ditVerent  kinds  of  fur-seal  skins  and  of  the  differences  which  distinguish 
tluMii,  as  well  as  the  bist<»ry,  ('haracter,  and  manner  of  conducting  the 
fur-seal  skin  business  in  tlie  city  of  London,  which  is  briefly  as  follows: 
The  skins  are  rfmsigned  by  the  perscms  who  take  them  in  the  fishing 

grounds  to  various  firms,  the  jmncipal  of  which  areO. 
Lmlium/'""''*''"''^  ^*'  ^f-  J^innps(»n  &  Co., ami  Culverwell  i^t  JJrooks,  by  whom 

the  skins  are  catalogued  and  advertised  for  the  sales, 
London  K:,h.«.  ^^.j^.^.j^  .^^.^,  j^^l^j  j^^  Octobcr,  Jauuary,  or  March  in  each 

year  by  (load,  l^igg  &  Co.,  as  brokers  for  0.  M.  Lamps(m  &  Co.,  and 
by  Culvcivvell  &  Brooks  on  their  own  account. 

Tli(»s(»  sales  are  atteude<l  by  merchants  and  buyers  from  all  over  the 
world,  who  are  present  either  personally  or  by  proxy,  and  having  made 
their  ])urchases  at  su(*h  sal<»s,  the  skins  are  transfcne<l  by  them  to  the 
<lressers  and  dyers.    That  for  many  years  last  i)ast  the  skins  arriving 

,,,         „  ...  in  the  market  have  been  i)rincii)ally  what  are  known 

as,  first,  the  Alaska  skins,  which  are  the  skins  ot  seals 
killed  upon  the  Pribilof  Islands  in  the  Bering  Sea;  second,  what  are 
called  the  Copper  Island  skins,  which  are  the  skins  of  seals  killed  ou 
the  Kussian  islands  in  the  Bering  Sea;  and  third,  what  are  called  the 

Nortiiwi«tiat«ii       ^ortliwest  catch,  which  are  the  skins  of  seals  killeil  in 

1WI8  la « 1.      ^^^^  i)()rtli  part  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  or  in  the  Bering 

Sea.    A  large  proportion  of  the  Northwest  catch  of  skins  have  i>a8sed 
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through  deponent's  hands  for  some  yeach  last  past^  and  last  year  he 
handled  nearly  the  whole  of  the  N^orthwest  catch. 

Besides  those  three  last-mentioned  classes,  the  Alaska^  Uopper,  and 
Northwest,  a  certain  number  of  sealskins  also  come  to     gonth«ni  •Wn*. 
the  London  market  from  southern  waters,  notably 
Lobos  Ishind  and  Gape  Horn,  but  the  skins  from  these  localities  are 
relatively  much  less  imxK>rtant  than  the  skins  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
regions. 

That  the  difference  between  the  several  classes  of  skins  are  very 
marked,  and  enable  anybody  who  is  skilled  in  the 
business  or  accustomed  to  handling  of  fur  sealskins  to  ^^j^gMa^dtotinfutoh^ 
distinguish  the  skins  of  one  class  ^m  the  skins  which 
belong  to  either  of  the  other  two  classes  and  these  difiTerences  are  evi- 
denced by  the  fact  that  the  skins  obtain  different  prices  in  the  market. 

That  the  differences  between  the  skins  of  the  adult  male  seals  and  the 
adult  female  seals  are  as  marked  as  the  differences 
between  the  skins  of  the  two  sexes  of  other  animals,  ftSSa?.^'***  o»toN 
iind  that  in  the  Northwest  catch  from  85  to  90  per  cent 
of  tlie  skins  are  of  the  female  animal. 

Deponent  does  not  mean  to  state  that  these  figures  are  mathemat- 
ically accurate,  but  they  are,  in  his  judgment,  approximately  exact. 

The  difference  between  the  Copper  Island  catch  and  the  Northwest 
and  Alaska  catches,  which  two  last-mentioned  classes  of  skins  of  the 
fur-seal  api)arently  belong  to  the  same  family,  are  such  as  to  enable 
any  person  skilled  in  the  business  to  distinguish  the  Coppers  from  the 
Northwest  and  Alaska  skins,  or  what  I  may  call  the  Bering  Sea  seal- 
skins, but  the  manner  in  which  the  skins  are  distinguished  is  difftcnlt 
to  describe  to  any  person  not  accustomed  to  handling  skins.  The 
difference  again  between  the  Alaska  and  Northwest  catches,  although 
as  deponent  has  said  they  are  of  the  same  general  family,  are  yet  very 
marked  by  reason  of  the  difference  of  the  color  of  the  hair,  the  len^fth 
of  tlie  wool,  wliich  is,  of  course,  perceptible  mainly  ux>on  examination 
of  the  pelts  and  of  the  fact  that  the  female  skins  show  the  marks  of  the 
breast. 

The  differences  between  the  three  classes  of  skins  above  mentioned 
are  so  marked  that  the  skins  belonging  to  the  three  catches  have 
always,  since  deponent  had  any  knowledge  of  the  business,  com- 
manded, and  do  now  command,  different  prices  in  the  markets,  for 
instance,  the  Alaska  skins  of  the  last  year's  catch 
fetched  about  125«.  per  skin;  the  Copper  skins  of  the  *'**" 
hist  year's  catch  fetched  68«.  6d.  per  skin,  and  the  Northwest  skins  of 
the  last  year's  catch  fetched  about  55«.  per  skin. 

Among  the  skins  classed  as  the  Northwest  catch  there  have  for  the 
last  few  years  been  included  a  considerable  number  of  skins  which  de- 
ponent says  lie  thinks  were  formerly  called  Japanese  ^^ 
skins,  which  are  distinguished  from  the  remaining  J»P«n«^"™»« 
Northwest  and  Alaska  skins  by  reason  of  the  different  color  of  the 
skins  ill  the  raw  state.  This  difference  in  color  is  so  distinct  as  to  be 
I)ractically  unmistakable. 

lliat  the  business  of  handling  and  dealing  in  fur-seal  skins  has  be- 
come, in  tlie  city  of  London,  an  established  and  im 
l)ortant  industry.    That  deponent  himself,for  instance,  a^S^.*** se^wn in. 
'emi)I()ys  at  the  present  time  from  400  to  500  laborers, 
wlio  are  mostly  engaged  in  one  way  or  another  upon  fur-seal  skins, 
many  of  whom  are  skilled  workmen  receiving  good 
wa^cs,  and  many  of  them  having  families  dependent     ^^^'"npioy^- 
upon  them  for  their  support.    Deponent  estimates  the  total  number  of 
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l>Cf)]>]eciiga^efl  in  the  bu8ino.s8  of  handling:,  dyeing,  dressing,  and  treat- 
iiiir  I'iir  si'hI  skins  up  U>  tlie  t'lmit  tlie  skins  pass  into  the  hands  of  the 
furriers  at  aliout  tiAHH),  In  addition  to  the  number  so  employed,  a  much 
liirj^er  nuuibi^r  of  furriers,  employes,  and  the  employes  of  the  retail  mer- 
rhants  are  cruieerned  directly  or  indirectly  in  handling  or  manufactur- 
ing the  fur-seal  skin  or  fur-seal  skin  garments. 

DejKiuent  further  says  that  a  large  amount  of  capi- 

Largc  i>indon  capi-  ^al  is  ill  oiic  Way  or  anoth«*T  invested  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don in  the  business  above  enumerated. 

That  the  continuance  of  the  fui'-seal  business  depends,  in  deponent's 
judgment,  obviously  upon  the  continued  existence  of  the  ftir-seal  herds 
Vroni  which  tlie  skins  are  deriveil 

That  the  ijuestion  of  the  preservation  of  the  fur-seal  herd  has,  of 

(M>urse,  engaged  deininent's  attention  and  he  has  kept 

i'n;t4:*;tioii  nfcc€»-  j^j,  ^;\^y^^  a  watch  on  it  as  he  was  able  to  do  without  be- 

MUI  V 

ing  on  the  ground.  In  regard  to  what  might  he  done 
to  preserve  the  herd  deponent  does  not  feel  that  he  knows  all  the  facts, 
and  in  consequence  thereof  it  is  ditlicult  for  him  to  express  an  opinion 
as  to  the  manner  in  whi<-h  the  seal  herds  ought  to  be  preserved  or  what 
regulations  ought  to  be  imposed  for  that  purpose,  but  judging  Irom  the 
fact  tliat  for  many  years  l(KMMM)  seals  were  caught  uiM)n  the  Pribilof 
Islands  without  injury  to  the  herds  resorting  to  the  rookeries  on  those 

islands,  it  is  fair  to  conclude  that  unless  some  other 
...l^i'l'/lf-lvl.  **'^"*^**  cause  intervened  to  diminish  those  herds  killing  that 

number  of  si'als  upon  the  islands  would  not  have  been 
detrimental  to  th<?  herd. 

If  it  is  the  fa<'t,  as  has  been  stated,  that  the  herds  have  now  been 

diminished  since  the  killing  of  female  seals  ui>on  the 
timi  nrr.!"w^^^^^^^^  Sf'ii  b<»gan,  as  to  which  deponent  has  no  knowledge,  he 

slumhl  say  that  it  would  at  least  be  reasonable  to  pro- 
hibit the  killing  of  seals  absolutely  within  the  area  which  may  be  de- 
s<'ribed  as  the  feeding  grounds  around  the  island. 

Geo.  Eige. 

Sworn  at  the  consulate-general  of  the  United  States  of  America  at 
LoikIoii,  England,  this  15th  day  of  June,  1891^,  before  me. 
[SEAL.J  Francis  \V.  Frigout, 

Vice  and  Duputy  Consul- General 
of  the  United  States  of  America  at  London^  England. 


Deposition  of  William  Charles  JUat  spirt  Si  a  mp^  furrier^  London, 

GENERAL   SEALSKIN   1NDUSTR\.      PELAGIC  SEALING. 

William  (^harh»s  Hlatspiel  Stamp,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and 
say :  That  he  is  51  years  of  age,  and  a  subje<!t  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty, 

and  is  engaged  in  business  at  38  Knightrider  street, 
Kxperhiice.  Loiidou,  K,  C.,  as  a  fur  and  skin  merchant.    That  he 

has  been  engaged  in  that  business  for  upwards  of  thirty 
years,  and  has  been  in  the  habit  of  jmrchasing  fur-seal  skins  dunng 
the  whole  of  the  time  that  he  has  been  in  business.  That  he  has  per- 
sonally handled  many  thousands  of  such  fur-seiil  skins  and  he  has  in- 
spected the  samples  at  practically  every  sale  of  fur  skins  made  in  Lon- 
don <lurin;VC  the  whole  of  the  time  he  has  been  in  business,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  these  facts  and  of  his  knowledge  of  the  fur-seal  skin  business 
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he  has  a  general  and  detailed  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  business 
of  dealing  in  fur-seal  skins  in  the  city  of  London^  and  of  the  character 
and  differences  which  distinguish  the  several  kinds  of    DUfc^nt  •D«sie«. 
skins  coming  on  the  market.    That  for  many  years  last  •p«a«i. 

past  the  fur-seal  skins  coming  on  the  London  market  have  been  known 
as,  first^  the  Alaska  catch,  which  are  the  skins  of  sei^  killed  upon  the 
Pribilof  Islands  situated  in  the  Bering  Sea;  second,  the  Copper  Island 
catch,  which  are  the  skins  of  seals  killed  on  the  Kommondorski  and 
liobben  Islands  in  the  Russian  waters.  The  Bobben  Island  skins  were 
formerly  separated  from  the  Kommondorski  Islands  and  were  of  inferior 
quality,  and  it  is  only  within  the  last  eight  or  ten  years  that  the  Bobben 
Island  skins,  which  are  inconsiderable  in  number,  have  been  presum- 
ably mingled  with  the  skins  of  seals  caught  on  the  i^orthwost  oatch 
Copper  Islands  and  included  in  the  term  "Copper 
catch;"  third,  the  Northwest  catch,  which  are  skins  of  seals  killed 
in  the  open  Pacific  or  Bering  Sea. 

That  the  skins  of  these  several  catches  are  readily  distinguished  firom 
each  other,  and  the  skins  of  the  different  sexes  may  be     g^j^  di»tiiigiii«h». 
as  readily  distinguished  from  each  other  as  the  skins  of  bia. 
the  difi'erent  sexes  of  any  other  animal.    I  should  esti- 
mate the  proportion  of  female  skins  included  within     ^^**7  fem»ie» 
the  Northwest  catch  at  at  least  75  per  cent,  and  I  should      *"' 
not  be  surprised  nor  feel  inclined  to  contradict  an  estimate  of  upwards 
of  90  per  cent.    My  sorter,  who  actually  handles  the  skins,  estimates 
the  number  of  female  skins  in  the  Northwest  catch  at  90  per  cent. 

One  means  of  distinguishing,  the  skins  of  the  Northwest  catch  from 
those  of  the  other  catches  is  the  fact  that  they  are     jf^^hwett  skt 
pierced  with  shot  or  spear  holes,  having  been  killed  in  pienwd  wuii  ab^t.  °' 
the  open  sea,  and  not  as  in  the  case  of  the  Copper  and 
and  Alaska  catches,  killed  upon  land,  with  clubs. 

The  differences  between  the  Copper  and  Alaska  skins  are  difficult  to 
describe  so  that  they  can  be  understood  by  any  person  who  has  no 
j)ractical  knowledge  of  furs,  but  to  anyone  skilled  in  the  business  there 
are  apparent  differences  in  color  between  the  Copper  and  Alaska  skins, 
and  a  difference  in  the  length  and  qualities  of  the  hairs  which  compose 
tiie  fur,  and  there  are  also  apparent  slight  differences  in  the  shape  of 
the  skins. 

Tlie  differences  between  the  skins  of  the  three  catches  are  so  marked 
tliat  they  have  always  been  expressed  in  the  different 
prices  obtained  for  the  skins.  I  have  attended  the  ,^f~  ^  different 
sales  for  many  years,  and  am  able  to  make  this  state- 
ment from  my  own  knowledge.  The  average  prices  obtained  at  the 
sales  of  the  last  year's  catch,  for  instance,  were  as  follows:  For  the 
Alaska  skins,  125  shillings  per  skin;  for  the  Copper  skins,  68  shillings 
per  skin ;  and  for  the  Northwest  skins,  53  shillings  i)er  skin. 

That  tlie  skins  x)urchased  by  the  deponent  are  purchased  on  his  own 
a('(M)unt  and  on  account  of  others  resident  in  Canada  and  the  United 
Htates  and  the  Continent,  and  he  believes  it  is  a  fact  that  he  is  the 
lar<^('st  coniniission  merchant  in  the  for  business. 

Tiiat  tlie  skins  so  purchased  are  consigned  to  various  dressers  and 
dyers,  the  principal  of  whom  are  the  firm  of  C.  W.     ^on^^^  g^,, 
Martin  &  Sons  and  George  Kice,  and  deponent  himself 
is  th(»  landlord  of  a  factory  worked  by  Frederick  Smith  &  Co.,  which  is 
the  oldc  st  firm  of  dyers  of  fur-seal  skins,  and  of  late  years  they  have 
also  b(icome  dressers. 
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That  the  fur-seal  skin  business  had  become  an  inn)ort4int  industry  in 

English  capital.       ^^'^  ^'^^y  ^^  Londou  in  whic'h  a  \ni'g{y  amount  of  capital 

was  invested  and  a  huge  number  of  workmen  employed, 
Labor  emp  oyed.  amounting,  including  the  dressers,  dyers,  handlers,  and 
persons  employed  in  the  manufactories  of  the  furriers,  to  about  3,000. 
It  is  difficult  to  make  any  correct  estimate  of  the  number  of  people  so 
employed,  but  deponent  says  that  he  has  rect?ntly  had  occasion  to  look 
into  the  question  in  his  capiicity  as  master  of  the  Skinners'  Company 
and  he  believes  the  above  figure  to  be  substantially  correct. 

Th«at  a  large  number  of  persons  so  employed  are  skilknl  laborers  and 
most  of  them  have  families  dependent  upon  their  labors  for  their  sup- 
j)ort.  The  wages  paid  in  some  cases  are  as  high  as  £3  or  £4  a  week, 
and  x)^rhaps  the  average  wages  of  the  whole  number  nniy  be  safely 
estimated  at  £1  per  week.  TJiat  many  of  these  persons  know  no  other 
business  than  that  in  whi(*h  they  are  at  present  engaged. 
That  the  continual  exist^jnce  of  the  fur-seal  business  is  dependent,  in 

deponent's  judgment,  upcm  the  preservation  of  the  seal 
^e^uiar  supply  dc-  iie^.^jj;  frequenting  the  Northern  Pacific  regitms,  and  it 

is  also  a  most  important  element  in  the  industry  that 
the  supply  of  seal  skins  coming  to  the  market  each  year  should  b© 
regular  and  constant. 
That  deponent  further  says  that  some  regulations  are  necessary  for 

the  preservation  of  the  seal   herds  frequenting  the 
^n»tcction    neces-  j^oithem  Tacific  region,  because  it  is  a  well  known 

fact  that  in  the  absence  of  any  such  regulations  the 
seal  herds  which  were  formerly  found  in  the  South  Atlantic  and  Pa- 
cific Seas  have  been  ])ractically  exterminated. 
On  the  Lobos  Islands  and  in  New  Zealand  governmental  regulations 

exist,  and  I  am  told,  although  i  know  nothing  about 
whJw"^*^"***    *^    ^^  ^**^^  regulations  of  some  kind  have  been  mmle  in 

the  colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

\V.  C.  L\  Stamp. 

Sworn  at  the  Skinners'  Hall,  Dowgate  Hill,  in  the  city  of  Loudon, 
England,  this  I4th  day  of  June,  1892,  before  me. 
[jSEAL.]  Fkanois  \V.  Fkioout, 

Vkr  (Old  Ih'ptftt/  Contiul- General  of  the 
United  iStnieii  of  America  at  London^  Emjland. 


Deiumtion  of  Emil  Tekhmann^  furrier^  London, 

GENERAL  SEALSKIN  INDUSTRY. 

Emil  Teichmann,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  as  follows: 
First.  That  he  is  4<i  years  of  age,  a  native  ot  the  Kingd(»m  of  Wurtem- 
berg,  and  is  now  a  naturalized  subject  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty. 

That  since  the  age  of  manhood  he  has  been  engaged  in  tlie  fur  busi- 
ness; that  from  18G0  to  ISOS,  inclusive,  he  resided  in  America  in  that 
business,  and  since  ISOS  lie  has  n*sided  in  England  and  done  business 
in  the  city  of  l^ondon,  and  is  now  and  has  continually  been  during  all 
these  years  engaged  in  one  way  or  another  in  the  fur  business.  That 
he  is  now  a  member  of  the  firm  of  O.  M.  Lampson  &  Co.,  and  has  been 
a  member  of  such  firm  for  the  period  of  twelve  years  last  past.  That 
Xuior  to  the  time  he  became  a  member  of  such  firm  and  from  the  years 
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1873  to  1880  he  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Martin  &  Teichmaniiy  who 
were  then,  and  its  snccessors  0.  W.  Martin  &  Sons  still  are^  the  largest 
dressers  and  dyers  of  seal  skins  in  the  world. 

That  the  firm  of  C.  M.  Lampson  &  Go.^  of  which  deponent  has  been 
as  aforesaid  for  the  last  twelve  years  a  member,  are  what  is  known  as 
commission  merchants  engaged  in  the  business  of  selling  furs  of  varioos 
kinds  and  also  in  buying  furs  upon  commission. 

That  the  said  firm  of  0.  M.  Lampson  &  Go.  has,  during  the  time  that 
deponent  has  been  a  member  thereof,  handled  a  larger  number  of  skins 
of  the  fiir  seal  than  all  the  other  firms  in  the  world  together,  and  depo- 
nent knows  from  inspection  of  the  books  of  his  said  firm  that  for  many 
years  prior  to  the  date  when  he  became  a  member  of  the  same  they  also 
handled  during  many  years  previously  thereto  a  larger  number  of  fur 
seal  skins  than  all  the  other  firms  in  the  world  together. 

That  during  the  time  deponent  has  been  a  member  of  the  said  firm 
he  has  personally  handled  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  fur-seal  skins, 
and  he  has  a  detailed  and  expert  knowledge  of  the  various  kinds  of 
seal  skins,  and  the  several  differences  between  them  which  enable  the- 
several  sorts  of  seal  skins  to  be  distinguished  from  each  other. 

Second.  Deponent  says  from  his  general  knowledge  of  the  business 
inspection  of  the  catalogues  of  sales  of  G.  M.  Lampson  &  Go.,  and  from 
the  information  derived  from  his  predecessors  in  the  firm,  the  chief  of 
whom  was  the  late  Sir  Gurtis Lampson,  who  founded  the  house  aboutsixty 
years  ago,  that  frir-seal  skins  were  formerly  obtained  aontt.8e..eftiiii 
in  large  numbers  in  the  South  Pacific  and  Atiantic  seas  ** 

u{)on  the  San  Juan  Fernandez  and  Falkland  Islands,  upon  Sandwich 
Island,  South  Shetland  Island,  Desolation  Island,  Gi)ughs  Island,  and 
Kerguelan  and  Massafuero  Islands,  and  at  Gape  Horn. 

There  were  also  in  former  years  a  considerable  num-         ^^ 
ber  of  skins  obtained  from  Bussian  possessions  in  the       ^        •eaisitiiw. 
North  Pacific  Ocean  through  the  medium  of  a  Bussian  company,  as 
hereinafter  stated. 

The  history  of  the  Southern  Atlantic  and  Pacific  seal  business  shows 
that  at  the  localities  above  enumerated,  and  principally  on  South 
Shetland  and  the  Kerguelan  Islands,  there  must  have  been  very  large 
numbers  of  seals.  The  principal  market  for  the  skins  of  such  South- 
ern Pacific  and  Atlantic  seals  was,  as  deponent  is  informed,  found 
in  the  Chinese  ports,  and  deponent  has  been  informed  and  understands 
tliat  in  conse(iuence  of  the  indiscriminate  and  universal  killing  of  seals 
in  the  localities  above  mentioned,  where  no  restrictions 
of  any  kind  were  then  or  are  imposed  upon  the  killing  soShsSfwSs."  **' 
of  seals  at  any  time  without  regard  to  age  or  sex,  the 
seal  rookeries  in  those  localities  were  after  a  few  years  of  such  killing 
practically  exhausted. 

That  about  twenty  years  aero  the  South  Shetland  Islands  were  again 
visited,  and  for  two  or  three  years  there  were  obtained 
from  these  islands  a  considerable  number  of  skins,  uSdiSSLdsI**^^**' 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  perhaxNS  5i),000  skins. 
At  tiie  end  of  a  three  years^  catch  of  skins  it  was  re-     Rookeries  ezhMui- 
ported  that  the  rookeries  were  again  exhausted,  and 
the  ishinds  were  not  again  visited  for  several  years,  not  until  five 
years  ago,  when  deponent  understands  that  a  vessel  was  sent  to  those 
ishmds  by  the  firm  of  C.  A.  Williams  &  Go.,  of  New  London,  United 
States  of  America,  and  that  that  vessel  was  only  able  to  obtain  39 
skins. 
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The  time  diiring  which  deponeut  ha«  been  in  the  business  the  skina 
from  all  of  the  above-uu^ntioned  locjilities  have  been  practically  infin- 
itesimal iu  number. 

Thii'd.  That  for  many  years  last  ])ast  the  skins  of  fur-seals  actually 

cominp;  into  the  markets  of  the  world  have  been  derived. 

SourccH  of  supply.     ,.  /T      ^  n 

Irom  the  following  sources: 

I.  Th^  Lohos  Islands  skins,  which  are  the  skins  of  seals  caught  upon 
-  ,    T  T    ^    T       the  islands  of  that  name,  situated  off  the  River  Platte 

and  belonging  to  the  liepublic  of  Uruguay.  These 
skins  are  consigned  by  the  persons  having  the  contract  to  take  them 
with  the  Republic  of  Uruguay  to  Boulchcr,  Mortimer  &  Co.,  of  London, 
by  whom  they  are  sold  through  Goad,  Rigg  &  Co.,  and  catalogues  of 
the  last-mentioned  linn  are  published  and  have  hean  inspected  by 
deponent  irom  time  to  time  a^s  published.  The  total  number  of  skins 
derived  from  this  source,  as  ai)pear8  from  an  inspection  of  such  cata- 
logues, are  during  the  years  1873  and  1892  inclusive  set  forth  accurately 
in  the  paper  which  is  annexed  hereto  and  marked  Exhibit  A. 

II.  Cape  Horn  skins. — Prior  to  the  year  187G  a  small  number  of  skins 
,,     „       , .         are  supposed  to  have  been  obtained  from  this  locality. 

Cape  Horn  skina.        „,,  '^^  .      i         '^     i   »  ii  ji 

They  are  not  classified  m  our  b(H)ks  or  catalogues,  nor 
in  the  books  of  any  other  perscms  or  firms,  so  that  they  can  not  now,  from 
examining  the  books  and  catalogues,  be  n^.adily  identified  or  separated 
fn)m  skins  coming  from  other  southern  localities,  but  fi'om  the  year 
187G  down  to  the  present  time  they  have  been  so  classified,  and  a  large 
number  have  been  sold  by  deponent's  firm.  A  statement  of  the  skins 
obtained  from  Ca])e  Horn  is  hereto  appended  and  marked  Exhibit  B. 
The  number  of  skins  derlvcMl  from  this  hK^ality,  as  appears  by  that 
statement,  fluctuated  very  largely  in  number,  and  I  am  informed  that 
the  reason  for  such  fluctuation  is  that  the  seals  from  which  the  skins 
are  obtained  are  killed  mostly  ui)on  land,  and  that  the  weather  in  that 
part  of  the  world  is  so  severe  tliat  it  is  at  times  impossible  to  effect  a 
landing  upon  or  lu^ar  the  rookeries.  So  far  as  deponent  knows,  there 
is  no  protection  of  any  kind  for  s(»als  at  Cape  Horn  other  than  that 
which  is  afforded  by  the  difliculty  of  landing  in  order  to  kill  the  seals, 
in  consequence  of  th(»  heavy  weather. 

III.  Cajye  of  Good  Hope. — From  this  locality  a  small  but  steady  num- 

ber of  skins  have  been  obtained  during  many  years 
biSs!*  ^^  ^^*^  ""^^  ^*^^^  past.    These  skins  are  not  consigned  to  deiM)nent'8 

tirni,  but  to  other  persons  in  London  whose  catalogues 
are  published,  and  have  been  examined  from  time  to  time  by  deponent; 
and  deponent  is  informed  and  believes  from  such  examination  of  C4ita- 
h>gues  that  the  niimb(*r  of  skins  obtained  from  this  source  have  been 
for  the  last  few  years  ahout  r),(KM)  ])er  annum. 

Deponent  understands  that  the  seals  from  which  these  skins  are  ob- 
tained are  likewise  killed  mostly  upon  land,  and  ho  is  also  informed 
that  some  regulations  for  the  protei'tion  of  seal  life  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  by  regulating  tlH»  killing  of  seals  in  that  colony  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  have  been  established  by  the  Government  of  the  said 
colony,  but  what  those  regulations  are,  if  any  such  exist,  deponent  is 
not  in  a  position  to  state. 

In  addition  to  the  supplies  from  the  above-menti(med  sources,  from 
1,000  to  2,000  skins  are  obtained  annually  in  Australasia,  which  includes 
New  Zealand. 

IV.  The  principal  sources  of  supply  for  the  market  at  the  present 
timC;  and  for  many  years  last  x)ast;  are  the  following;: 
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(a)  What  are  known  as  tlie  Alaska  catchy  which  are  the  skins  of 
male  seals,  killed  upon  St.  Pauls  and  St.  Georges  Is-      ...     ^. 
lauds  m  the  Bering  Sea. 

{b)  The  Copper  catch  which  come  ftom  the  seals  killed  upon  the 
Russian  islands  of  Copper  and  Bering,  called  the  Com-     q,,^  ^^^^ 
mander  Islands,  which  are  located  in  the  Bussian  part     ^'**pp^®' 
of  Bering  Sea,  and  also  the  Bobben  Island,  in  the  Okhotsk  Sea,  all  which 
are  also  the  skins  of  male  seals. 

(c)  The  Northwest  catch.  These  are  the  skins  of  seals  caught  in  the 
open  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea. 

Fourth.  The  history  of  the  sealskin  fishery  coming  from  the  North- 
ern Pacific  regions  is  briefly  as  follows: 

In  the  early  part  of  the  centuiy  a  Bussian  company  g^®'^*^*'^  Pwifio 
was  formed  which  obtained  from  the  Bussian  Govern- 
ment a  right  to  kill  seals,  both  upon  the  Commander  and  Pribilof 
Islands,  and  in  and  around  the  Bering  Sea.  Up  to  the  year  1853 
about  20,000  skins  were  annually  received  in  London  from  the  com- 
pany in  the  parchment  state.  By  the  parchment  state,  I  mean  skins 
which  were  dried  with  the  top  or  water  hair  left  on.  Qley  were  not, 
in  consequence  of  this  method  of  preservation  by  drying,  in  a  con- 
dition to  be  unhaired,  and  they  were  after  having  been  dressed  in 
London  largely  returned  to  the  Bussian  markets. 

In  the  year  1853  a  trial  shipment  of  salted  skins  was  made  to  J.  M. 
Oppenbeim  &  Co.,  in  London,  in  pursuance,  as  deponent  is  informed, 
of  suggestions  theretofore  sent  out  by  Messrs.  Oppenheim  that  an  at- 
t^mipt  should  be  made  to  salt  the  skins,  but  owing  to  the  defective  curing 
this  shipment  was  a  failure.  By  degrees,  however,  the  curing  by  means 
of  salting  was  improved,  and  in  1858  a  contract  was  made  by  the  Bus- 
sian American  Company  to  ship  to  Messrs.  J.  M.  Oppenheim  &  Co.  an 
annual  supi)ly  of  from  10,000  to  12,000  skins  delivered  in  London  at 
10«.  lOd.  a  skin.  The  quantity  was  increased  in  1864  to  20,000  skins. 
This  contract  remained  in  force  until  the  Alaska  Territory  became  the 
l)r<)perty  of  the  United  States.  In  addition  to  the  salted  skins  covered 
by  the  contract  last  referred  to,  Messrs.  Oppenheim  &  Co.  also  received 
during  these  years  about  10,000  skins  from  the  Bussian  American  Gom- 
{)aiiy  per  annum,  which  were  dried  in  the  old-fiirShioned  way  and  not 
salted. 

Deponent  was  connected  with  the  firm  of  Messrs.  J;  M.  Oppenheim 
&  Co.,  at  New  York  and  London,  from  the  years  1866  to  1872 inclusive, 
and  liis  late  partner,  Mr.  Martin,  and  himself  ultimately  succeeded  to 
the  business  of  Messrs.  J.  M.  Oppenheim,  so  far  as  it  related  to  the 
dressing  and  dyeing  of  seal  skins. 

Upon  the  cession  of  Alaska  to  the  United  States  there  was  indiscrim- 
inate seal  killing  upon  the  Pribilof  Islands  for  the  season  of  1860-'70. 
About  the  end  of  that  season  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company  was  formed  at  San  Francisco,  as dex>onent  is  c^SJjS^**™™*"*"* 
inioiined,  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  the  pur- 
[)osc  of  obtaining  a  lease  from  the  United  States  of  the  right  to  kill 
seals  on  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

This  company  did  obtain  from  the  United  States  an  exclusive  license 
to  kill  seals  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  in  the  Bering  Sea'for  ax>eriod  of 
twenty  years,  under  certain  restrictions  and  regulations,  which  were,  as 
dej)onent  is  informed,  set  forth  in  the  contract  between  that  company 
and  tlie  United  States  and  in  extracts  of  Congress  in  relation  thereto^ 
and  in  regulations  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  United  States 
made  in  pursuance  of  such  extracts  of  OongFMB^ 
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A  year  or  two  thereafter  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  Kohl,  Philippens  &  Co., 
of  Sau  Francisco,  which,  as  deponent  is  informed,  was  a  firm  formed 
by  persons  controlling  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  obtained  a 
lease  from  the  Russian  Government  giving  them  the  exclusive  right  to 
kill  seals  upon  Komandorski  and  Kobben  inlands. 

That  in  1890  the  Alaska  Commercijil  Company,  as  deponent  was  in- 
formed, did  not  secure  a  renewal  of  the  lease  which  they  had  thereto- 
fore enjoyed  from  the  United  States,  but  a  similar  lease  was  granted 
by  the  United  States  to  the  North  American  Commercial  Company, 
which  is  a  separate  corporation  and  is  controlled  by  different  people 
from  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

Fifth.  From  the  year  1870  down  to  the  present  time  deponent's  firm 
have  received  and  handled  from  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  and 

from  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  Kohl,  Philippens  &  Co.,  from 

skiM  frwn  iaiandj  the  North  American  Commercial  Company,  and  the 
KaSii  Eussian  Seal  Skin  Company,  of  St.  Petersburg,  which 

company  have  now  succeeded  to  the  lease  of  the  Ko- 
mandorski and  Eobben  Islands  formerly  enjoyed  by  Hutchinson,  Kohl, 
Philippens  &  Co.,  all  the  skins  of  seals  which  have  been  killed  upou 
the  Pribilof  Islands  and  upon  the  Copper  Islands.    They  have  also  re- 

N  rthw  t  catch  ^^^^cd  at  Icast  threc-fourtlis  of  the  skins  included  in 
o  wes  ca  .  ^^|j,^^  j^  called  the  Northwest  catch  until  the  year  1891, 
when  the  major  part  of  the  skins  of  the  catch  were  consigned  to  Messrs. 
Culverwell,  Brooks  &  Co.,  of  Lond(m.  A  large  number  of  the  skins  of 
this  catch,  amounting  in  one  year  to  40,000  a  year,  have  been  consigned 
to  deponent's  firm  by  the  firm  1  lermann  Liebes  &  Co.,  of  San  Francisco. 

The  total  number  of  skins  of  the  Northwest  catch  received  by  depo- 
nent's firm  during  the  years  1872  and  1892,  inclusive,  are  set  forth  with 
accuracy  in  an  altidavit  made  by  my  partner,  Alfred  Fraser,  in  New 
York,  a  copy  of  which,  dated  April  1,  and  a^-knowledged  B.  T.  liice, 
notary  public,  has  been  received  by  me  from  him  and  I  annex  hereto  a 
copy  of  the  lists  of  Northwest  skins  attached  to  Mr.  Fraser's  affidavit, 
making  the  same  a  part  of  this  deposition,  and  mark  the  same  Exhibit 
C.  I  also  append  hereto  as  a  part  of  this  deposition  copies  of  the  lists 
attached  to  the  affidavits  of  Mr.  Fraser  of  Alaska  skins  sold  in  Ijondon 
by  my  firm  during  the  years  1870  to  1892,  inclusive,  and  to  the  Copper 
Island  skins  sold  l)y  my  firm  in  London  during  the  years  1872  to  1892, 
inclusive,  and  mark  the  same  respectively  Kxhibits  I)  and  E,  and  I  re- 
fer to  the  afiidavit  of  Mr  Fraser  above  mentioned  for  an  ex])lanatioii 
of  all  said  lists  and  adopt  the  same  explanation  given  by  him  as  my 
own.  I  have  carefully  verified  the  figures  contained  in  these  latter  and 
find  them  to  be  as  accurate  as  any  such  statement  (*aii  be  made. 

Sixth.  The  skins  of  the  Alaska  and  Copper  catches  are  readily  dis- 
tinguished from  each  other  and  command  difl'ereut 
aMe.*""  <i*»**°fc'"^*^-  prices  in  the  market,  and  I  should  have  no  difficulty  and 

would  un<lertake  from  my  knowledge  of  the  various 
skins  to  separate  Copper  skins  from  Alaska  skins  should  they  ever  be 
found  mingled  together,  a«,  however,  they  are  not.  The  Alaska  and 
Copper  skins  are  distinguishable  from  each  other  partly  by  means  of 
the  dift'erent  color.  The  Copper  Island  skins  generally  have  a  dai*ker 
top  hair  and  are  more  yellow  on  the  cheeks  than  the  Ahiska  skins. 
Perhaps  a  surer  means  of  distinguishing  the  two  is  the  difference  in 
shape.  Tlie  Copper  Island  skins  are  much  narrower  at  the  heiid  than 
the  Alaska  skins,  and  this  difference  is  very  marke<l.  In  our  ware- 
houses we  have  a  diffcTent  set  of  frames  for  the  sizing  out  of  the  Copper 
skius  from  those  we  use  for  the  Alaska  skins.    Another  difference 
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quite  as  important  aB  the  shape  is  that  the  tar  upon  Oopper  Island 
8kins  is  considerably  shorter  on  the  flanks  and  towards  the  tail  than  is 
the  for  of  the  Alaska  skins.  All  of  these  differences  are  so  marked,  as 
I  have  bef(n*e  stated,  as  to  enable  any  expert,  or  one  familiar  with  the 
handling  of  skins,  to  readily  distinguish  Copper  fix)m  Alaska  skins,  or 
vice  versa,  but  it  is  true  in  the  case  of  very  young  animals  the  differ- 
eiices  are  much  less  marked  than  in  the  case  of  the  adult  animal.  We 
receive  practically  no  skins  of  very  young  animals  firom  Alaska,  but  we 
do  receive  at  times  a  certain  number  of  the  skins  of  the  young  animals 
from  Oopper.  All  the  skins  of  both  the  Copper  and  Alaska  catches 
are  the  skins  of  the  male  animals. 

Seventh.  The  skins  of  the  Northwest  catch  are  in  turn  readily  dis- 
tirrguiahable  from  the  skins  of  the  Alaska  as  well  as  ^^ 

the  Oopper  catch.    Tbe  differences  which  I  have  enu-  ^     ^^ 

merated  between  the  Oopper  and  Alaska  skins  are  accentuated  in  dis- 
tinguishing the  skins  of  the  Northwest  catch  from  tiie  skins  of  the 
(Jopper  catches,  and  we  use  a  separate  set  of  frames  or  pattt'jms  in  our 
business  for  tbe  Northwest  skins  fi^m  what  we  use  for  the  Copper  or 
Alaska  skins.  Among  what  are  classed  by  us  as  Northwest  skins  are 
included  what  are  sometimes  called  Japanese  skins,  which  are  the 
skins  of  seals  killed  on  the  northern  Asiatic  coasts,  lliese  skins  come 
u])on  the  market  generally  by  way  of  Japan,  but  sometimes  by  way 
of  San  Francisco  or  Victoria. 

The  number  of  Japanese  skins  averages,  dex)onent  should  say,  about 
5,000  a  year,  although  there  is  a  good  deal  of  fluctua-  jftpiB,e.osidM 
tion  in  the  quantity  from  year  to  year,  and  deponent  ?"**• 
says  that,  like  the  other  skins  included  in  the  Northwest  catch,  they 
art;  prin<npally  the  skins  of  female  seals,  not  easily  distinguishable 
from  the  skins  taken  from  the  herds  frequenting  the  eastern  part  of 
tlie  Pacific  Ocean  and  Bering  Sea,  except  by  reason  of  their  being  prin- 
cipally speared  instead  of  shot. 

The  most  essential  difference  between  the  Northwest  skins,  and  the 
Alaska  and  Oopper  catches  is  that  the  Northwest     KorthwMt  skins 
skins,  so  far  as  they  are  skins  of  adult  seals,  are  almost  fenwies,  imd  dddisd 
exclusively  the  skins  of  female  seals,  and  are  nearly  ^**»»'»*- 
always  pierced  with  shot,  bullet,  or  spear  holes. 

The  skins  of  the  adult  female  seal  may  be  as  readily  distinguish- 
able from  the  skins  of  the  adult  male  as  the  skins  of  the  different  sexes 
of  other  animals,  that  practically  the  whole  of  the  adult  Northwest 
catch  seals  were  the  skins  of  female  seals,  but  the  skins  of  the  younger 
animals  included  within  this  Northwest  catch,  of  which  we  have  at 
times  a  considerable  number,  are  much  more  difficult  to  separate  into 
male  and  female  skins,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  I  could  dis- 
tinf>uisli  the  male  from  the  female  skins  of  young  animals. 

A  certain  percentage  of  young  animals  is  found  among  the  consign- 
nionts  received  by  us  at  the  beginning  of  each  season,  which  we  under- 
stand and  are  informed  are  the  skins  of  seals  caught  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean  off  tlie  west  coast  of  America,  but  a  much  smaller  percentage  of 
such  small  skins  is  found  among  the  consignments  later  in  the  sea- 
son, which  we  are  informed  are  of  seals  caught  in  the  Bering  Sea. 

1  have  been  told  that  it  is  easier  to  catch  the  female  seal  at  sea  than 
it  is  to  catch  the  male  seal,  but  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  that 
])()int.  1  suppose,  however,  that  there  must  be  some  foundation  for  the 
statement  by  reason  of  the  fact  thatso  small  aproportion  of  maleadult 
sepals  are  included  in  what  is  called  the  Northwest  catch* 
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Pur  seal  b  In  Eighth.  Deponent  says  that  what  maybe  termed 

us  C88.  ^j^^  for-seiil  business  has  largely  been  bnilt  up  by  the 
eflForts  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  the  North  American  Com- 
mercial Company,  and  the  firm  of  C.  M.  Lampson  &  Co. 

Lar  e  amonnt  of  That  it  depend  sto  a  Considerable  cxtentupon  making 
EDjrHAlfcapkai  hi  far-  Seal  skiiis  ail  ai'ticlc  of  fashion  and  of  trade  and  that  a 
aeai  buBinesa.  y^j.y  large  aiiiount  of  Capital  is  invested  in  the  King- 

dom of  Great  Britain  in  the  business. 

It  is,  in  de])oncnt's  judgment,  fair  to  estimate  the  amount  of  capital 
invested  in  the  business  in  one  way  or  another  to  have  been  at  times 
as  much  as  £1,000,000  and  that  there  have  been  until  lately  deiiendent 

upon  this  industrv,  in  the  citv  of  London,  about  2,000 
wSkmlS''  **^  "^"^    skilled  workmen,  iuost  of  whom  have  families  depend- 
ent upon  them  for  support,  and  the  amonnt  of  wages 
paid   to  those  people  deponent  estimates  on  the  average  at  about  30 
shillings  ])er  week,  making  an  aggregate  of  £150,000  per  annum. 
Deponent  further  says  that  the  continuance  of  this  business  depends 

very  largely  upon  the  maintenance  of  a  steady  and  reg- 
ak^irdLir^ubii*!*   ^^  "^**^  supply  of  iur-seal  skins  in  order  that  the  trade 

may  be  able  to  calculate  with  approximate  certainty 
the  number  of  skins  which  are  to  be  received  in  each  year. 

Dei)<)nent  further  says  that  the  maintcMiance  of  this  business,  to  his 

mind,  obviously  depends  upon  the  preservation  of  the 
Protection  nect's-  ^^,^^]  hords  r(\sorting  to  Bering  Sea  from  the  destruc- 
tion which  has  overtaken  the  seal  herds  which  were 
formerly  found  in  tlie  southern  rt^gions,  and  that  whatever  is  necessary 
to  be  done  to  jneserving  the  seal  herds  in  Bering  Sea  ought  t^i  be  done: 
but  deponent  having  no  knowledge  of  the  business  of  killing  seals,  and 
having  no  scientific  knowledge  on  the  subject  as  a  naturalist,  is  not  in  a 
position  to  nOate  what  laws  or  regulations,  in  addition  to  those  already 
existing,  are  nect^ssary,  if  any  such  are  necessary,  in  order  to  accomplish 
this  desirable  result. 

Emil  Teichmann. 

Sworn  at  64  Queen  street,  in  the  city  of  London,  England,  this  25th 
day  of  April,  1892,  before  me. 


•ar.Y 


Francis  W.  Frig  out, 
Vice  and  Deputy  Consul  Qeneral  of  the 
United  States  of  America  at  London^  England. 


Yrar. 


1873. 
1H74. 
1875. 
3876. 
1877. 
1878. 
1K79. 
1880. 


Exhibit  A. 

Salted  Lohos  Island  fur-scaU  sold  in  London, 


SkioM. 


6, 9r>o 

8.r)09 
8,179 

]i.:{r>3 

13JHW 

12.  :m)1 
12.U95 
14.836 


Year. 


SkiiiH. 


Year. 


Skint. 


1881. 
1882. 
1883. 
1884. 
1885. 
1886. 
1887. 
1888. 


13«569 
13,200 
12,861 
16,258 
10,053 
13,667 
11.068 
20,747 


1K89 , 

ISim , 

IHIH , 

1892  (to (late). 


8,766 
18,641 
16,814 

4,800 


Total !   247,777 


New  York,  March  g.%  1899. 

Tliis  in  tlio  paper  writing;,  marked  A,  referred  to  in  the  affidavit  of  Emil  Teieliinftnn, 
fsworii  before  me  this  2r)th  <lay  of  April,  W3r2, 

Francis  W.  Frigout, 
Vice  and  Deputy  Conaul  General,  U,  8,  A.,  London,  EngUmM* 
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Exhibit  B. 

Sales  of  (kipe  Hem  sMed/wr-Bedl  iMna. 


Year. 


1R76 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 


Skins. 


6,306 
7.631 
8,227 
12.180 
17,562 
13,164 
11, 7U 


1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 


Skint. 


4,655 

6,748 
8,404 
900 
2,762 
4«408 
8,081 


1800 

1891 

1898(todAte) 

Total.. 


Skina. 


2,460 
1,114 
8,1 


118,206 


This  is  the  paper  writing  marked  B  referred  to  in  the  affidavit  of  Emil  Teichmann, 
sworn  hefore  me  this  25th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Francis  W.  Fbi<h>ut, 
Vice  and  Depuijf  ConsuUOeneral,  U,  8.  A.,  London,  England. 


Exhibit  0. 

Salted  Northwest  Coast  fur-seal  shins  sold  in  London  prior  to  pelagiesealing  in  Bering  Sea. 


1872. 
1873. 
1874. 
1875. 
1876. 


Tear. 


Skins. 


1,020 


4,949 
1,646 
2,042 


Year. 


1877. 
1878. 
1879. 
1880. 
1881. 


Skins. 


261 

12,212 

8,930 

9,997 


Year. 


1883 

1888 

1881 

Total 


Skins 


11,727 
8. 819 
9,242 


64,866 


Salted  Northwest  Coast  far-seal  skins,  dressed  and  dyed  in  London  (JImi  not  sold  ikere)  idken 

prior  to  pelagic  sealing  in  Bering  Sea, 


Year. 


1H72. 
IHT.i. 
J  874. 
1875. 
1876. 


Skins. 


690 

40 

122 

578 

1,062 


Year. 


1877 
1878 
1870 
1880 
1881 


Skins. 


772 
2,484 
2,897 
4.662 
6,890 


Year. 


1882 

1883 

1884 

Total 


Skins. 


11,160 

6,885 

10,116 


46,816 


Dvij  Northwest  Coast  fur-seal  skins  sold  in  London  prior  to  pelagic  sealing  in  Bering  Sea. 


Year. 


1808 
18(59 
1870 
1S71 
1872 
187X 
1874 


SkJns. 

2,141 

1,671 

684 

12,495 

14,584 

891 

2,772 

Year. 


1875. 
1876. 
1877. 
1878. 
1879. 
1880. 
1881. 


Skins. 


1,861 
993 

1.173 
912 
918 


1882 

1888 

1884 

Total 


Skins. 


881 
890 
786 


48,767 


C)f  the  skins  sold  in  1871  and  1872  a  very  large  proportion  were  the  accnmnlation 
of  llio  Russian  American  Company  and  sold  by  them  after  the  pnrohaae  of  Alaska  by 

the  United  States. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Salted  skills  sold  in  T^ondon,  1872-1884 64,366 

Salted  Bkins  dressed  and  dy«;d  in  London,  1872-1884 46, 216 

Dry  skins  Hold  in  London,  1868-1884 42,767 

Grand  total 153,^48 

tj.  T.  R.  tJ., 

Notary  Public. 

New  Yokk,  lilarch  00,  1802, 

Exhibit  C. 

Dry  NorthwtHt  Coant  fur-acal  nkhm  sold  hi  London  after  the  commencement  of  pelagic  seal- 

iny  in  Ihving  Sea. 


Y<'jir. 


]8«5. 
18^*5. 
1887. 
1888. 
1889. 


SkiiiH 


Salted  Xorthin-Nt  Coant  fur-seal  nk inn  dressed  and  dyed  in  London  {hut  not  sold  there)  taken 

after  commeneement  of  pelaifK'  sealing  in  Bering  JSea. 


Year. 


]h8ti. 
1887. 
1888. 


Skinn. 


.1      15,OH7 
.'        3,5SD 

•      1,  o:{0 


I 


Skiun. 


2,017 


39,2S0 


In  addition  to  tlio  above  it  is  r.stiniatcd  that  from  25,000  to  30,000  skins  Lave  been 
dn>8K('d  anil  dved  in  tho  Unit«;(l  States. 
E.  T.  K.  J.,' 

Notary  Public. 

Salted  Northwest  Coast  fur-seal  skins  sold  in  London   after  commencement  of  pelagic 

scaling  in  Bering  Sea, 


Yi-ar. 


1S87. 


SkiiiH. 


2,078 
17, 1M»9 
3<5. 0()7 
3G.818 


Y<"ar. 


188». 
181»0. 
1891. 


Skinfl. 


39,  r>63 
88,315 
64,180 


Tear. 


1802  (t<i  (late) 


Skins. 


*28,298 
254,068 


*()f<atrhof  1891. 


ItlX'APrnTLATlON. 

Dry  skins  sold  in  London,  18><r>-lWn 8, 604 

Sail<Ml  skins  divrtsod  and  dy«»d  in   London,  but  not  sold  thoiv.  18>G-1H88 3U,2!I0 

Salted   skins  drt'sscd   and  dved   in   the   I'nited   Stato-i,   estimated,    ISS.")- 

18S!),  sa  V "- 30, 000 

Salted  skins  sold  in  Lcmdon,  1885-lsy2 254,068 

Grand  total a31,962 

New  Yohk,  March  SO,  1S9S, 
E.T.R..L, 

Notary  Public. 

This  is  tlio  ]>a]>er  writini;  marked  C  referred  to  in  the  affidavit  of  Kmil  Tele hmaon, 
Bworu  before  me  this  25th  <lay  of  April,  18i)2. 

Fran'cis  W.  Frigout, 
Vice  and  Deputy  Consul-General,  U,  S,  A„  London,  EngUmd, 


BEAL8EIN  INDUSTBT  IN  aBEA.T  IIBITAIV. 

Exhibit  D. 

.  SalUd  AUukafar-tml  toU  In  £<m*m. 


CaUb. 

EQdiM. 

C«tch. 

Skloa. 

CUah. 

Sklu. 

90,160 
B».SU 

98,BI1 

1879 

100,  OH 
100, 1«1 
19,  «U 

W,MO 

KM,  000 

T  Ul 

1,977.877 

Nbw  Yokk,  March  S3, 1S9S. 
Tliix  in  the  \ia\H-r  innrkml  D,  refurrod  to  iu  tbe  affidavit  of  EmU  TBiohman,  bwdiu 
bel'uce  me  thin  25tb  day  of  April,  1893. 

Francis  W.  Fbioodt, 
Fied  and  Deputg  CoimkI  Qeneral,  U.  8.  A.,  Londtm,  England. 

Exhibit  E, 
Salted  Copj>er  MtMd  fnr-iedl  toUt  i»  London. 


Yrar. 

Bk,... 

Y«r. 

5klDi. 

y«»r. 

Skin*. 

SI.4U 

i«,aii 

3e.«es 

ss 

H.6HI 

sii 

61. 5M 

4t.3i» 

BS,WS 

T<B.OM 

Nrw  York,  Jfarok  XS,  25a«. 
Ih  iH  tlii^  paper  writing,  marked  E,  refeired  to  in  tbe  affidavit  of  Emil  Teichmatia, 
II  l>i>foro  uie  this  '^tL  day  of  April,  1893. 

Francis  W.  Fsiooot, 
Fies  and  Depuig  CcnMiiI  Qtn*ral,  U.  8.  A.,  London,  England. 


a.un:!i)-|-<J.  IID  +O.IM  ■fO.ISU-f  0.0072+ 
U.»IHU-f  0.890  +0.S18  +0.SatT^aT7U+ 
0.(B1  +0.060  +0.1»3+ 


Alii.kH  i-alob iO,.'ftlT4-.0. 

('.iii|i.TlKliuid....]o.2ioa-|-;o. 


.■MIT+.O.KMJ-I-O, 


D.OUHV- 
».bU2-[  0. 


1.0000    ll.OOOO 
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Tahle  of  annual  BeaUhin  iupply  compiled  from  table  of  London  trade  sates  as  fftven  fy 

JSmil  Teichmann. 


1870. 

187L 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

1877. 

1878. 

1879L 

fiObofi  Tftland 

6,956 

8,507 

8,179 

11,2(53 

6,306 

4,097 

90,267 

33,298 

13,066 

7,631 

1,915 

75, 410 

25,380 

12,901 
18,227 
3,607 
99.911 
19,000 

12,29S 

Cane  Horn 

12,180 

Northwest  coast . . 

Alaska  catch 

CoDDor  catch 

684  i  12,495 
9,965  .100,896 

16,303 

96,283 

7,182 

93i 

101,248 

21, 614 

7,843 
90,150 
30,349 

3,575 
99,634 
34,479 

15.587 

100,036 

38,211 

. 

Total 

10,649  .113,391 

119, 768 

130,749   136,851    145,867 

1 

145,321 

123,432 

143,040 

168,249 

1880. 

1881. 

1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

1887. 

1888. 

188iL 

Lobos  Island 

Cape  Horn 

Northwest  coast . . 

Alaska  catch 

Copper  catch 

14,386 
17.562 
13,501 
100, 161 
38,885 

13, 569 
13. 164 
16,573 
9,994 
45,209 

13,200 
11,711 
23,207 
100,100 
39,  111 

12,861 

4,655 

9,544 

75,914 

36,500 

16,258 
C.  743 
20, 142 
99,887 
26, 675 

10,953 
3,404 
20, 265 
99,719 
48,929 

13,667 
909 
33,975 
99,910 
41, 752 

11,068 
2,762 
43,339 
99,940 
54,584 

20,747 

4,403 

40,000 

100,000 

46,333 

8,756 
8,021 

41,806 
100,006 

47,416 

Total 

184,945 

188,436 

187,329 

139,474 

169,705 

183,270 

190,213 

211,693 

211.483 

201,006 

TESTIMONY  RELATING  TO  THE  GENERAL  SEALSKIN 

INDUSTRY  IN  FRANCE 


Deposition  of  Emin  Hertz j  memf^er  of  the  firm  of  Emin  Hertz  dk  Co»^ 

furriersy  Paris. 

general  sealskin  industby.    pelagic  sealrtfg. 

City  of  Paris, 

Republic  of  France^  ss : 

Emin  Hertz,  being  duly  sworn,  dei>oses  and  says  as  follows:  That 
he  is  42  years  of  age  and  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the 
French  Eepublicj  that  he  lives  in  the  city  of  Paris,     szperienoe. 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Ann  of  Emin  Hertz  &  Oie.; 
that  lie  has  been  engaged  in  the  fur  business  for  eighteen  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  sealskins;  that 
he  lias  personally  handled  many  thousands  of  said  fiur-seal  skins,  and 
that  he  has  a  general  and  detailed  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the 
business  of  dealing  in  fur  skins  in  the  city  of  Paris,  and  the  character 
and  difference  which  distinguish  the  sever^  kinds  of  skins  which  are 
on  the  market. 

That  the  said  firm  of  Emin  Hertz  &  Oie.  has  existed  for  ten  years, 
being  the  successors  of  Goetze  &  Gie.,  who  were  established  since  1873, 
trading  in  furs  generally  and  dealing,  ever  since  the  establishment  of 
the  firm,  in  seal  skins,  undressed,  dressed,  and  dyed;  that  their  busi- 
ness is  carried  on  at  11  Eue  Dieu,  in  said  dty  of  Paris. 

That  there  has  gradually  sprung  up  a  large  demand  for  this  article 
ill  France,  which  demand  was  at  its  height  two  years 
a^o,  during  which  year  the  said  firm  bought  and  sold  seSuSSiwEa^wwSr 
10,000  skins  at  the  average  price  of  the  last  ten  years. 
That  in  consequence  of  the  falling  off  in  the  supply  of    Beoent  inonMe  i» 
Alaska  skins  (Pribilof  Islands  and  Bering  Sea)  two  v^   Demand  lat- 
years  ago,  the  price  had  increased  from  M  to  76  per  ■*"   ' 
(;(^]it,  and  in  consequence,  the  year  after,  the  demand  was  affected  so 
that  instead  of  selling  more  than  10,000  skins  the  firm  scarcely  sold 
0,000,  and  a  still  smaller  number  this  year. 

That  the  total  production  of  sealskins,  which  during  the  existence 
of  the  concession  of  the  Alaska  Company  (which  con- 
cession lias  now  expired)  amounted  annually  to  150,000  cJSSK*"^"*™** 
skins,  is  now  hardly  more  than  70,000,  coming  m)m 
Alaska  and  the  Copper  Islands;  that  the  consequence  is     .^^ 
a  loss  for  everyone  connected  with  the  trade,  ror  while     TnaiiigrtaioM. 
there  was  an  annual  production  of  160,000  wins  there  were,  the  depo- 
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iieiit  estimates,  at  least  from  two  to  three  thousand  persons  engaged  in 

tliis  industry  in  Europe,  and  the  natural  consequence 
ftJlabor.*""^^"^"*^"*  ^^  the  production  havingdiminishedby  about  one-half  is 

that  only  about  one-half  the  number  of  persons  are  re- 
quired in  the  industry. 
That  the  increased  price?  of  sealskins  two  years  ago,  caused  by  the 

falHng  off  in  quantity,  has  not  been  maintained  although 

iMjThJ^'i*^inaurt!""""    ^^^^^  y^**"'  th(MC  is  pcrliaps  even  a  fewer  number  of  seal 

skins,  wliich  indicates,  in  the  ojnnion  of  deponent,  that 
tlie  article  when  offered  at  a  high  price  is  within  the  means  of  only 
fi  very  few  ])ersonS  and  tlie  demand  for  it  will  continue  to  decrease. 
That  the  trade  has  every  interest  to  biing  about  a  regular  ])roduc- 

tion,  that  is  to  say,  the*  production  to  be  approximately 
steady  production  alwavs  tlic  sauic,  as  tliis  w<mhl  obviate  the  frequent 

change  in  price  and  render  bnsiness  less  specuhitive. 
Sealskins  bmiRiit in       Tluit  tlic  Said  fimi  geiicrallv  buys  its  sealskins  »t 
^u"lw  ^'*''^>''^^'"'  the  London  auctions  in  their  uiidressed  state,  and  has 

them  dressed  in  Liuidon  ami  dyed  partly  in  London 
and  partly  in  Paris. 
That  the  said  firm  can  distinguish  very  readily  the  source  of  i>roduc- 

tion  of  the  skins  when  the  hitter  are  in  their  undressed 
di^'nKuiXido.^'^^^^*^    state;  that  for  several  years  besides  the  skins  of  the 

r(»gular  com])anics,  sucli  as  the  Alaska  Company  (Amer- 
ican conccssiniiaire)  and  the  (3o])per  Company  (Ivnssian  concessionaire) 
the  sai<l  linn  has  bought  <piantities  of  skins  called  Northwest  coast^ 

Victoria,  ct<*.  That  these  skins  are  those  of  animals 
iMiaKirr«IrirS-^^^  cauglit  iu  tlic  oi^cii  sca  by  persons  who  ap])arently  de- 
uiiii  pnpH.  rive  therefrom  large  ])rol1ts,  and  nearly  three-quarti^rs 

of  them  are  those  of  females  and  pups,  these  lU'obably 

being  less  diflicult  to  take  than  the  males;  that  these  aninuUs  Jire  taken 

by  iMMng  shot. 

That  the  seals  taken  by  the  Alaska  and  Copper  companies  are  males, 

,.   ,     ..      -    ,     the  destruction  of  which  is  much  less  prejudicial  to  the 

l)i»»trn<tioni)fniali'i«  ^.  ,.    , ,  t        i  •    i      -•  •    i     ^i        i        ^ 

i.HMi.njndi(iai.  iM-  i)reservation  ol  the  race,  and  which  lurnish  the  best 

*''"*''*""*■  skins,  these  being  finer  and  more  furnished  withdowii: 

that  they  are  killed  on  the  islands  with  clubs.     That  every  animal 

killed  by  ball  or  shot  bears  the  traces  of  such  slaugh- 

i.irmlrwiiVsliot'!  ^^  ter,  which  marks  greatly  depreciate  the  value  of  the 

skin. 
That  th(»  said  firm  has  often  been  informed  that  in  order  to  capture 

one  animal  the  persons  engaged  in  the  chase  are  frequently  obliged  to 

kill  or  wound  three  or  four.    That  under  these  circum- 
^^  *"****  "*^"'''*  stances  and  in  conseqnence  of  the  destruction  of  the 

females,  there  is  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  deponent  that  the  race  is  in 

great  danger  of  being  exterminated,  to  the  profit  of  a 

naMon"''  ''^  •^timii-  f^^^  individuals  and  to  the  detriment  of  an  imjKjrtant 

industry  which  up  to  the  present  has  supplied  the 

means  of  livelihood  to  thousands  of  persons  in  Europe  and  America. 

That  the  said  firm  believes  it  to  be  everyone's  inter- 

u.vl^rry'"''""'"^        ^^^  <^^»'^*  t^»cj  countries  interested  in  the  question  (Amer- 
ica and  Russia)  should  take  measures  to  safeguard  their 

rights  from  the  point  of  view  ot  the  capture  of  the  seals,  and  that  if 

not,  if  this  pursuit  in  the  open  sea  continues  lus  in  the  past  two  years, 

the  said  firm  firmly  believes  that  in  a  short  time  the  seal  will  exlDtonly 

us  a  souvenii'  and  will  be  completely  exterminated. 
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That  tliis  industry,  which  has  produced  during  twenty 
years  nearly  25,000,000  of  franca  annually,  will  have  dn?te^VSJin<^  ^ 
disappeared,  owing  to  this  cause^  to  the  detriment  of  a 
very  great  number  of  persons. 

Emin  Hebtz. 

Sworn  before  me  this  23d  day  of  June,  1892. 
[seal.]  Augustus  Jay, 

Second  Secretary  office  Legation  of  the 

United  States  at  PariSy  France. 


Deposiion  of  L6on  Rivillon^  member  of  the  firm  ofBMllon  Frhres^fur* 

rierSj  Paris, 

general  sealskin  industry.    paris  market.    pelagic  sealing 

City  of  Paris, 

Republic  of  France^  ss: 

L^on  E^villon,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say  as  follows: 
Tliat  he  is  49  years  of  age  and  a  citizen  of  the  French  Eepublic,  and 
lives  in  the  city  of  Paris,  and  carries  on  business  at  Ko.  79  Bue  de 
liivoli,  in  the  said  city,  and  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  B6villon  Frferes, 
whicli  firm  is  composed  of  Theodore  R^villon,  L^on  B^villon,  and  Anatole 
Re  vi  lion. 

That  the  said  firm  of  Bdvillon  Fr^res  is  engaged  in  the  business  of 
buying^  dyeing,  and  selling  sealskins;  that  they  have  ^^  ^^^^ 
b(»en  engaged  in  the  said  business  for  upward  of  twenty  ^^  *°*** 
y('ars,  and  the  said  deponent  has  been  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  fur* 
seal  skins  during  the  whole  of  that  time;  that  he  has  personadly  handled 
many  thousands  of  said  fur-seal  skins  and  that  be  has  a  general  and 
(Ictailod  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  business  of  dealing  in  fur-seal 
skins  in  tlie  city  of  Paris,  and  the  character  and  difference  which  dis- 
tin^nish  the  several  kinds  of  skins  which  come  on  the  market. 

1  iiat  tlic  said  firm  of  B^villon  Fr^res  have  bought  during  the  last 
twenty  years  upwards  of  400,000  sealskins;  thatnearly 
all  ot  these  skins  have  been  dressed  in  London,  where  l^JSSS.  ^'*****^  *" 
tlieic  are  special  facilities  therefor;  that  the  firm  of  B6- 
villon  Freres  have  tried  several  times  to  dress  the  skins  themselves, 
bnt  in  very  small  quantities. 

That  all  tlie  skins  bought  by  the  said  firm  of  B^villon  Freres  are 
dyed  in  France,  and  therefore  the  skins  pass  under  our  eyes  in  the  fol- 
low in  «r  eonditions:  (1)  in  salt  when  we  buy  them  in  London;  (2) 
(IresscMl;  (3)  dyed.  That  deponent  believes  that  the  firm  of  BSvillou 
I'leres  is  by  far  the  largest  firm  of  furriers  and  fur- 
(hah  IS  in  France;  that  the  greater  part  of  the  skins  y^jST**  ^****"  ^ 
l)()n<;ht  by  Kevillon  Frferes  are  made  up  into  garments, 
el():iks  and  mantles,  but  that  some  of  the  skins  after  having  been  dyed 
are  sold  to  other  manufacturers. 

That  the  sales  of  sealskins  by  the  said  firm  of  B6villon  Fr&res  have 
anionnted  for  the  last  twenty  years  to  about  4,000^000  francos  per  year. 

That  the  number  of  persons  employed  by  the  said  firm  for  the  dyein^^ 
scraping,  manufacturing^  Uning^  and  for  the  sale  of  the  sealskms^  is 
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about  300,  of  whicli  the  greater  part  are  well  paid,  on  account  of  their 
work  being  upon  a  very  valuable  species  of  uierchaudisey  and  that 
there  are  about  500  or  6(H)  persons  employed  iu  the  industry  in  France, 
exclusive  of  salesmen,  porters,  etc. 

Formeri  bou  ht  That  in  the  years  from  1872  to  1877  we  bought  only 
only ^nd  catch.  "^     Alaska  sealsklus  (that  is  to  say,  those  from  the  islands 

of  Pribilof)  and  the  ( 'Opi>er  catch,  coming  from  Russia, 
and  a  few  skins  coming  from  the  islands  of  Lobos  and  from  the  South 
Seas. 

intrwiuctioii  of  That  later  on,  from  the  year  1878,  we  have  noticed  in 
Northwest  coast  the  Loudou  market  sealskins  called  Victoria  or  ITorth- 
®^*°*-  west  coast  skins,  the  quantity  of  which  is  variable,  but 

which  has  continually  increased  until  last  year,  when  the  total  quantity 
was  held  at  80,000  skins. 
That  we  have  often  heard,  and  from  difierent  sources,  that  these  last- 

named  skins  are  in  the  majority  the  skins  of  the  female 
y  cmaeii.        ^^^^     rpj^^  tliinncss  of  the  hair  upon  the  flanks  seems 

to  confirm  this  assertion,  although  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  test  the 
absolute  truth  of  this  statement  for  ourselves,  for  when  the  seals  have 
been  dressed  the  signs  of  the  mammals  disai)pesir.    At  any  rate  the 

„  ,  ,,  ,  emi)h>vnu»nt  of  these  skins  is  much  less  advantageous 
a<ivaii»«geoii8tobu8i-  to  our  busincss  bccause  tlu^re  is  a  gr(»at  predon)inauce 
"^''**-  of  small  skins,  which  are  evidently  tliose  of  young  seals 

Prwiommanco  of  whicli  are  not  killed  by  the  companies  which  have  the 
smau skins.  conccssions    for  the   Alaska    and  (Jop])er    sealskins. 

Skins io8H valuable,  ^lon^ovcr,  tlicsc  Victoria  or  Noithwest  coa.st  sealskins 
iKMaiise  riddled  with  are  riddled  with  shot,  which  very  materially  depreci- 
**^"*'  ates  their  value,  while  the  seals  of  both  the  Alaska  and 

Copper  eom])anies  are  killed  by  a  blow  of  a  clnb  upon  the  hesi^l,  whicli 
does  not  at  all  impair  the  quality  of  the  skin  as  regards  its  idtimate 
uses. 

That  the  fact  that  the  annual  product i<m  of  Victoria  or  Xorthwesfc 

^,  .    ,.      ,      ,  coast  skins  has  increased  in  inoi)ortion  as  the  Alaska 

Diramut:ou  of  ^(NMl       ,  .         ,  f      •     •    i       i  Vl       •      i*       ^     ^i      ^    •/»  i« 

Akins  duo  to  iieiaf;i('  skiiis  lias  diminislied  secins  to  iiMlieate  that  it  tewer 
**^^*°8  Northwest  coast  animals  Imd  been  killed  the  ([uantity 

of  Alaska  skins  would  not  lisive  diininishe<l. 
That  we  firmly  believe  that  if  the  slaughter  of  the  Northwest  coast 

fur-seals  is  not  stopped  or  r(».gulat(Ml,  the  Alaska  fur- 

uoV  Hr>piMKi,  /ITaikS  «**i^^*^  ^vill  disapjM^ar  entirely,  as  is  the  case  with  the 

fur-HtaiH  will  dirtap.  scals  of  tlu^  Shetland  Islands,  Innn  where  hardly  a 

^*^"^"  singh'.  seal  has  been  received  during  the  last  ten  years. 

That  the  annihilation  of  the  seals  would  be  a  very  great  loss  for  our 

country,  for  the  fur  of  the  seal  can  not  be  re])laced  by 
^^firoat  loss  to  Indus-  j^^jy  otlicr.     It  would  also  be  a  great  loss  for  the  work- 
men who  are  specially  trained  for  the  work  ui)on  these 
skins. 

Leon  K^.villon. 

Sworn  before  me  this  130  day  of  »rnne,  1S0l\ 

[SEAL.J  Henry  ViciNAi-D, 

Secreffiri/  of  thr  Lcfffttion  of  the 
United  IStatciSy  at  Farin^  France. 


TESTIMONY  RELATING  TO  HAIRSEALING  IN  THE  NORTH 

ATLANTIC 


Deposition  of  James  O,  cToy,  sealer  {master). 

haibsealina  is  nobth  atlantio. 

United  States  Consulate, 
8t.  Johns,  Newfoundland,  June  20^  1892. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Thomas  N.  Molloy,  consul  of  the 
United  States  of  America  for  Newfoundland,  James  Olavine  Joy,  mas- 
ter mariner  of  St.  Johns  aforesaid,  who  being  duly  sworn  before  me 
upon  his  oath  says: 

I  have  been  twenty-four  years  prosecuting  the  seal  fishery  on  the 
coast  of  Kewfoundland,  Labrador,  and  G^f  of  St.     Bxuerien 
Lawrence,  nine  years  ot  which  I  have  commanded  a       *p«™»«^ 
steairier. 

I  am  opposed  to  second  trips  to  the  seal  fishery,  as  I  iikei^to"d«troy  tK 
consider  they  are  calculated  to  destroy  the  sx>ecies,  as  •p«*m. 
all  the  seals  killed  on  such  trips  are  old  and  mature     ^^^Jtef  ^®    pV 
seals  imd  at  least  75  per  cent  of  them  are  female  seals.  Sip»  femaitM.*" 

I  am  now  speaking  of  harp-seals,  they  are  principally     Huntinjf  harptwos 
shot  on  the  ice,  but  when  the  ice  packs  they  are  killed 
with  bats.    When  shot  on  open  or  floating  ice  a  large  number  of  them 
escape  into  the  water  and  die  firom  bleeding. 

I  should  say  that  for  every  seal  shot  and  captured  three  escape 
wounded,  to  die  in  the  water.    I  have  seen  ten  sec^s  on     w  *e  f  iif 
one  pan  shot  and  wounded  and  all  escaped.    To  kill        ••  o     e. 
and  capture  the  seal,  the  bullet  must  lodge  in  the  head;  if  it  strikes 
any  part  of  the  body  the  seal  will  manage  to  get  to  the  edge  of  the 
pan  and  escape  into  the  water.    I  know  from  my  own  knowledge  that 
the  number  of  seals  brought  in  on  second  trips  is  yearly  decreas- 
ing, and  that  the  fishery  is  being  depleted  by  the  pros-     j)„j„^,jg^ 
ecnition  of  this  trip.    Apart  from  the  number  of  old, 
mature,  and  female  seals  destroyed,  the  hunting  necessary  for  their 
ca[)ture  prevents  the  male  and  female  coming  together  as  soon  as  they 
otherwise  would,  and  makes  the  whole  species  more  wary  and  more 
(litlicult  to  capture  each  year,  so  much  so  that  even  at  a  distance  of 
from  4  to  5  miles,  the  smoke  of  a  steamer  blowing  over     Keenwontof  leida 
the  ice  in  the  direction  of  the  seals  wOl  cause  them  imme-  ***" 

diately  to  leave  the  ice  and  take  to  the  water. 

On  the  first  trip  a  good  many  seals  are  shot  in  the  water  as  at  that 
season  of  the  year,  the  month  of  March,  they  are  fat  Difference  between 
and  will  fioat,but  on  the  second  trip  in  April  they  are  hantinffon  Ant  and 
seldom  fired  at  in  the  water,  for  if  shot  they  immedi-  ••«»od  «?•• 
diately  sink;  except  you  are  very  dose  to  them  and  very  quick  you 
can  not  secure  one  of  thenu 
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Hood.i»6ai8.  ^®  hood-seals  are  generally  in  families,  male,  female, 

and  youT)^. 
Seal«  have  been  taken  tlie  past  seasons  on  the  east  coast  of  Green- 
land with  S.  8.  G.  shot  in  them;  this  kind  of  shot  is  only  used  by  seal* 
CIS  on  the  Newfoundland  coast. 

James  G.  Joy, 
Maater  Mariner. 
Attested. 

[SEAL.]  THOS.  N,  MOLLOY, 

UniUd  States  ConsuL 


Affidavit  of  Richard  Pil-e,  sealer  {master). 

haibsealing  in  nokth  atlantic. 

[Jnited  States  Coi^sulate, 
St.  Johns,  Newfoundland^  Jiuw  21,  1S92. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Thos.  N.  Molloy,  consul  of  the  United 
States  of  America  for  Newfoundland,  Eichard  Pike,  master  mariner  of  St. 

Johns  aforesaid,  who  being  duly  sworn  before  me,  upon 
rpe  cnce.  j^-^  ^^^^|^  ^.^^^^^ .  ^  ^^^^^  ^^  niastcr  mariner.    I  have  been  en- 

gaged in  the  prosecution  of  the  seal  fishery  on  the  coasts  of  Labrador  and 
Newfoundland  for  forty-four  years,  twi^nty  years  of  which  1  have  been 
f  » 1  "*^s^^^'  **^«*  steamer.  I  can  not  speak  of  the  percentage 
tAkeS^^on  ^Vecl*11d  of  scals  takcTi  ou  a  "  secoud  trip,"  nor  of  the  sex.  Nearly 
^''iPn  II  ..  ««H  lill  the  seals  taken  are  bedlamers  and  old  harps.  The 
old  "harp 8"  taken.       *'sec<)nd   trip     generally  covers  the  month  of  April. 

Nearly  all  scals  taken  on  the  **  second  trip"  are  shot  on 

open  a  lid  floating  ice.     V^ery  few  are  shot  in  the  water, 

riS'^oL'*^"""^ '**  *^'    for  if  hit  there  is  very  little  chance  of  their  capture, 

as  they  sink  immeiliatel}'.    They  are  seldom  or  never 
fired  at  in  the  water,  for  unless  they  are  very  cl<»se  there  is  very  little 

chanci*  of  their  l»eing  recovered.     Fully  one-third  of  the 
astoo   H-.  seals  shot  on  the  i<e  are  lost,  for  when  wounded  they 

manage  Xa)  crawl  to  the  <*<lge  of  thc!  pan  and  into  the  water,  and  when 
once  in  the  water  they  sink  or  die  from  their  wounds. 

Seals  shot  in  the  water  in  the  month  of  March  can  be  recovered,  as 

Dimnnre  iMjwjHn  they  arc  fat  and  in  g<K)d  condition,  and  float,  but  in 

8r;iiin;:ni  Man h  auii  the  hittcr  pait  of  April,  wlicii  sliot,  tlicy  sink  imnicdi- 

"^ "  ^*"  *  ately.     1  am  strongly  against  "  second  tri])S,"  as  in  my 

trips'"" '**'^^'***^^""**  <n>i"^*>'*  they  arecaushig  a  rapid  decline  in  the  Indus- 

Kai)id  de.roa-0  of  ^^T?  IJ^cly  to  Icad  to  tlic  extc^miiiiation  of  the  s]>ecie8 

waiscaiiwsi  i.y  "stc-  by  the  killing  of  old  and  mature  seals,  and  thedestrac- 

""****'^"'  tion  caused  by  the  use  of  firearms.    Some  of  the  men 

resid<»nt  in  the  northern  harbors,  who  have  be<»n  engag<»d  in  the  actual 

killing  of  the  seal  <*an  give  more  parti<'ular  information  as  to  the  age 

Haiiitsoiuar  seal    *"^*^  ^^^  of  tlic  scals  killed.    Th<\vouiig  harp-scal  tiikcB 

psea.  ^^^  ^j^^  \vat<»r  about  th<»,  2oth  of  March,  but  when  they 

^^^^^^  "ride"  the   itre  and  the  ice  closes  they  are  killed  by 

*"^'  batting,  that  is,  when  the  ice  is  jammed,  and  they  can 

Lot  escape  into  the  water. 

EiGiiARD  Pike, 
Master  MarineVm 
Attested, 
[sEAL.J  Thos.  N.  Molloy, 

United  States  ComuL 
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Deposition  of  James  W,  Budington^  sealer  {master), 

antarctic  sealing  and  rookeries, 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washingtonj  ss: 

('apt.  James  W.  Budington,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I 
am  53  years  of  age,  a  resident  of  Groton,  Conn.,  and  ^^  . 
a  master  mariner.  Since  1871  I  have  made  several  ^^p^^rience. 
voyages  to  the  southern  hemisphere  for  the  purpose  of  seal  hunting,  and 
am  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  islands  and  coasts  about  Cape  Horn 
and  ill  the  southern  Atlantic  Ocean  where  fur-seals  have  been  taken.  I 
also  studied,  as  far  as  I  was  al)le,  the  habits  and  conditions  of  the  far- 
seal  of  tlie  soutliern  seas. 

ratdfionia, — The  seal  rookeries  of  Patagonia  lie  along  the  eastern 
coast,  south  of  alxmt  latitude  42°,  and  up  the  western 
coast  to  tlie  Gulf  of  Penas.  Formerly  these  regions  in^S^tiTd^i^^'sS!^ 
abound  in  seals,  but  now  there  are  not  enough  to  pay 
for  the  hunting.  In  1881  1  took  600  seals  oft*  the  western  coast  at 
Pictou  opening.  In  1888-'89 1  again  visited  the  coast,  but  only  obtained 
4  skins.  Great  quantities  have  been  taken  fiom  the  eastern  coast,  but 
at  ])resent  theie  are  no  seals  there. 

Tcna  del  Fiief/o  and  the  islands  in  the  vicinity, — These  islands  were  at 
one  time  very  abundant  in  seals,  and  were  considered 
among  the  best  rookeries.     I  visited  them  in  1879-'80  de?Fues«lm^^^ 
and  took  ."),ooo  skins.     On  my  last  voyage,  in  181>l-'02,  ijoHii;;  fHiuiidH  in 

1.1  1      t^ixii  1    ^1  •       'x         i?  XI  x>  1879-'80,  and  1891-92. 

1  took  only  900,  and  the  majority  of  these  came  from 
another  portion  of  the  coast,  which  had  not  been  worked  for  twelve  or 
Hftcen  years.     Thousands  of  skins  had  formerly  been  taken  from  these 
ishmds.  l)ut  tlu^  animals  are  practically  extinct  there  to-day. 

Fdlkhtnd  r.sland.s, — At  one  time  these  islands  were  very  abundant 
in  seal  life,  but  excessive  and  indiscriminate  killing     Falkland isiaDds 
has  nearly  annihilated  them;  this  fact  was  recognized  rookeries  nearly  do- 
by  t  he  government  of  the  islands,  which  passed  an  ordi-   p^*^^^**- 
nan(!e  in  is.si  establishing  a  close  season  from  October     cio«o  seaaon  estab- 
to  A])ril  for  the  islands  and  the  seas  adjacent  thereto.    ^**'*^'*^" 
My  nmlerstanding  of  this  ordinance  was  that  the  Government  would 
seize  any  vessel  taking  seals  close  to  or  within  15  or 
LM)  nnles'of  the  islands.     It  certainly  would  not  have  ^j^^J®  ^^  ^^  ^  ^^ 
been  allowed  to  take  seals  between  tiie  Falklands  and 
H(  auehene  Island,  28  miles  distant,  which  is  considered  i)art  of  the 
group.    I  understood  this  ordinance  was  passed  on  the  ground  that 
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the  seal  resorting  to  tliose  islands  was  the  property  of  the  Govem- 

meut  and  therefore  it  had  a  right  to  protect  them 
piSS'rt^S^^illind  everywhere.  The  Government,  however,  gave  Kcenses 
right  to  protect  them  to  Certain  parties  at  from  £80  to  £100  a  year  to  take 
eyeiyw  ere.  seals  duriiig  the  closo  soason.    On  account  of  these 

licenses  I  think  the  effect  of  the  ordinance  is  nullified,  although  the 

islands  are  well  guarded,  and  seals  have  increased 

LIcenaea  granted.       ^^^^  ^.^^^^^    .^.  ^^   ^jj^   becauSC  of  allowiug  hunting  tO 

take  place  under  these  licenses. 
South  Georgia  Island, — This  island  at  one  time  produced  many  thou- 
sand skins.    I  visited  it  in  1874  and  got  1,450  skins, 
South  Geor^ais-  ^y^^  {^  i^^d  been  visited  five  years  before,  when  800 

land  rookeries  m  1874.       ,.  .,  ,,  'J^  vj-i_'^»  -r 

skins  were  taken,  and  where  those  had  been  taken  I 
only  got  86.    I  found  a  new  rookery  which  had  not  been  worked,  to  my 

knowledge,  and  then  I  got  the  remainder.  In  1875  5 
^^  ^'  vessels  visited  the  island  and  got  600  seals.    The  next 

season  4  vessels  again  worked  it,  getting  110.  Since 
^^^*  that  time,  until  January,  1892,  it  had  not  been  worked, 

T,    *i  n      ♦!„«♦    and  in  that  month  I  got  from  there  135  skins,  none, 

Practically  extinct.    "    "^  •         /.  x  i         i  j  i        •  mi  i       ^ 

however,  coming  from  the  old  rookeries.    The  seals  on 
South  Georgia  are  practically  extinct. 
South  Shetland  Islands. — The  shores  of  these  islands  were  once  cov- 
ered with  seals,  but  there  are  practically  none  there 
rookericH  Vra^ctic^iy  uow.    I  dou't  tliiiik  100  skius  could  be  taken  from  there 
depitttKi.  at  the  present  time,  while  1  have  known  of  1  vessel 

Ha«  known  of  1  taking  60,000  iu  a  scasou.    Since  mv  experience  began, 
vrHHoi  vMchiug  00,000   ij^^yevcr,  thc  biggest  catch  was  13,000  by  a  fleet  of 

4  vessels;  that  was  in  1871-'72.    I  was  there  at  that 

time.    The  next  year  we  took  about  12,000,  the  fleet  ctmsisting  of  6 

vessels.    In  1873-'74  our  fleet  of  7  vessels  took  about  5,000.    Up  to 

about  1880  from  100  to  200  seals  were  taken  annually  from  these  islands. 

Since  1880  the  rookeries  were  not  worked  till  lS88-'89.    That  season  I 

visited  the  islands  and  took  30  skins.    1  again  went  there  this  year 

and  took  41. 

Sandwich  Land. — In  1 875-'76  I  visited  thes<»  islands ;  thoi-e  were  3  or  4 

Sandwich  Land  vcsscls  ill  the  fleet,    Wc  Searched  tlic  soiitherii  ishinds 

rookorh'8.  and  fouiul  nothing.    One  vessel  went  to  the  northeiii 

i)ecre*»e.  islands  and  took  about  2,(HK>  skins.     In  187<;-'77  1  was 

there  again,  the  fleet  consisting  of  6   vessels.     We  took  alt<»gether 

ab<mt  4,000.    The  next  season  some  vessels  again  visited  the  islands,  but 

did  not  tiike  1(K)  seals.    In  1880-81  2  vessels  stopped  there,  but  got  no 

skins.    From  that  time  until  1  called  thert^  this  season  they  had  not 

been  worked.    1  took  400  skins.     l*erhai)s  2(M)  more  could  be  taken 

rr«cti<.«iiydei,ictod.  tbcre,  but  not  more,  and  that   would  clear  them  up, 

except  what  tew  young  seals  might  live  thnnigh  this 

ix)boii  Inlands i  avals  scasoii. .  I  luivc  ucvcr  bceu  ou  the  I^)bos  Islands,  bat 

"*^*  in  passing  the  mouth  of  the  Platte  in  September  I 

have  seen  seals  in  the  water  a  hundred  miles  from  the  islands. 

Extermination. — All  these  regions  are  parti(*ularly  favorable  for  seal 

life;  the  raw,  (lamp  atmospht*re,  absence  of  sunshine 

(Mimntlr  conditions  ,'         •    i     i  'a     i  !•»•  i     •  ^       i  ^ 

siiniiiirt4itii«MifMirtho  aiul  Uninhabited  conditions  being  most  sulvantageous 
i*rihihif  islands.  ^  ll^^^  existeiicc  of  the  spe<!ies.  All  these  regions  de- 
HcrilM*ii  are  uninhabited  excepting  the  Falkland  Islands  and  Temk  del 
Fuegi),  the  latter  iR^iiig  inhabited  by  the  Indians,  who  only  viiiit  a  lew 
of  the  inshore  rookeiies. 
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From  hundreds  of  thousands  of  seals  resorting  to  these  islands  and 
coasts,  the  numbers  have  been  reduced  to  a  few  hun- 
dreds, which  seek  the  land  in  scattered  bands  and  rush  nat©^**'*  e  r termi- 
to  the  sea  on  the  approach  of  man. 

Manner  of  sealing, — When  I  first  began  sealing  in     banner  of  seaiin 
1871  these  rookeries  had  not  been  worked  for  twenty-  *^  **  *      *' 

live  or  thirty  years,  and  the  seals  had  had  a  chance  to  increase.  The 
seals  were  then  very  tame,  and  were  all  killed  with  clubs.  So  tame 
Avere  they  you  could  go  around  among  them  like  you  could  among  cattle, 
and  at  one  place  they  wouldn't  get  out  of  the  way,  so  had  to  be  knocked 
in  the  head  in  order  to  make  room  to  set  up  a  tent.  Before  1880,  how- 
ever, the  seals  had  become  wild  from  hunting,  and  we  „.  ,     ,„„^ 

,       ,  '  ,  .11.         .1  .1  1        •  J  •       Firearms  since  1880. 

had  to  use  guns,  killing  them  on  the  rookeries  and  m 
the  water,  wherever  we  could  get  at  them. 

Waste  of  life, — We  killed  everything,  old  and  young,     y^^^^f  ^^ 
that  we  could  get  in  gunshot  of,  excepting  the  black        »«   <>     •• 
pups,  whose  skins  were  unmarketable,  and  most  all  of  these  died  of 
starvatloD,  having  no  means  of  sustenance,  or  else  were 
killed  by  a  sort  of  buzzard,  when  the  mother  seals,  hav-     ^'^^^^^^^  «^  p"p»- 
ing  been  destroyed,  were  unable  to  protect  them  longer.    So  too  these 
birds  ate  the  carcasses  of  the  dead  pups  and  little  traces  were  to  be 
found  of  the  bodies.    The  seals  in  all  these  localities  have  been  de- 
stroyed entirely  by  this  indiscriminate  killing  of  old  and  young,  male 
and  female.    If  the  seals  in  these  regions  had  been  protected  and  only 
a  certain  number  of  "  dogs "  (young  male  seals  unable  to  hold  their 
positions  on  the  beaches)  allowed  to  be  killed,  these  islands  and  coasts 
would  be  again  populous  with  seal  life.    The  seals  would  certainly  not 
liave  decreased  and  would  have  produced  an  annual  supply  of  skins 
for  all  times. 

As  it  is,  however,  seals  in  the  Antarctic  regions  are     ^ 
practically  extinct,  and  I  have  given  up  the  business  prao^cluJextinSt!^ 
as  being  unprofitable.     The  whole  annual  catch  for 
7  vessels  has  not  exceeded  2,600  skins  for  the  last  four  years. 

Habits. — The  ^'wigs"  (the  old  male  seals)  are  the  first  seals  to  arrive 
on  the  rookeries;  coming  about  the  middle  of  October. 
They  fight  for  advantageous  places  on  the  beaches  and     "^*«»"  [buiisj. 
never  leave  their  positions  after  once  being  established.    The  females 
or ''clap-mat<jhes"  come  a  month  later  and  are  cap- 
tured by  the  ^'  wigs"  who  get  as  many  as  they  can  take  [c^wsi*^  "***"****" 
care  of.     We  never  killed  the  seals  until  the  females 
had  arrived.    When  I  first  went  to  these  regions  a  '^i)od"  or  family 
consisted  of  a  '^  wig  "  and  12  or  15  ^*  clap-matches,"  but 
this  year  everything  was  disorganized  and  not  more     " ^o<i« "  [harems], 
than  2  or  3  seals  were  together  j  sometimes  there  being  1  "  clap-match" 
and  li  '^  wi<^s."    There  were  in  1891  about  as  many  ''wigs"  as  "clap- 
niatches.'^    This  equality  of  numbers  of  the  sexes  on  the  rookeries  is 
unnatural,  as  the  seals  are  polygamous.   The  cause  of  the  great  falling 
off  in  the  number  of  "clap-matches"  is  we  used  to  kill  a  dozen  females 
to  one  male,  and  so  not  only  the  males  are  in  excess  but 
the  species  has  been  destroyed  by  killing  the  producers.  j^'|raaiesprincii>^iy 
The  i^ups  are  born  on  the  rookeries  and  are  unable  to 
swim  till  six  or  eight  weeks  of  age.    If  one  gets  washed     ^^' 
off  the  rocks  before  that  time  it  is  drowned.    A  pup  born  in  the  water 
or  on  the  kelp  would  certainly  perish.    I  don't  think  a 
pup  is  weaned  till  he  is  four  months  old.    I  am  also  nj^jjf  •  ^itt\k  na- 
convinced  that  copulation  takes  place  on  land  belbre 
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rlif-y  nii^frrtte:  the  frf-n'^l  of  t^e:*riiri»»!i  f>*;iii;ij:  jilKjiir  eleven  niontlu^  The 
At'v^\r^  Ifjiv**  rl'ie  nH>kerifrs  in  >f;iri:h  wli»ru  u-t:  fst-j^iii^  D>  form  ^ironnil  the 
i.-Unil.'i  ami  rli»r  .'•no**-  iiirjiinfin-»=->  Hm  f:iJl.    Tlie  Terra  del  Fuego  and 

Pafjiir«»rii;Mi  -f*-jii.'»  however  never  h-iive  the  n>jkerie9  or 
.\f:^;4r:„n.  ^^     unT^T-  in  the  \i<:inirv,  imlv  i^oinjr  «>ur  iuto  the  in- 

l;^nrl  wfiter.i  in  .*^nreh  «»f  fiM)<l.  AVniiir  Terra  <lel  Fueiju  no  ice  tbnns 
and  no  ^.imw  fall-  tbar  reniiiin-!.  The  remi»er:ttiire  remains  aboat  the 
.«*ame  .^nrnnif-r  and  winter.  I  r.liink  if  ire  ftirmed  there  and  there  was 
nnifh  r:han;re  in  the  rf-niperiitiue  the  >e:ils  woiiM  migrate  northward  to 
warmer  waters,  j^enl.-  alwav'*  '^**  bark  u*  the  >ame  rookery  atter  a  mi- 
gration and  generally  endeiiv«;r  to  get  the  same  jK»siti«in  ou  a  beach. 
Jn  all  these  l«K:aIit[es  the  sky  in  con-^tantly  oven:ast,  the  son  never 

shines   foi  ii:<;re  than   an  huur  or  two  at  a  time,  and 
tuirlr*"'''^   '.oft.ii-  ^rr>rind  tlie  more  >i'Uthern  inlands  fogs  are  very  preva- 

leiit.     The  tern  I  je  rat  lire  i.'^  always  col»l  and  damp,  being 
alKifit  U/"'  F.  during  the  >uninier. 

Killing  .seals  witlioiit  refereine  Tn  age  or  sex  is  bound  to  exterminate 

the  speries  in  a  V4-ry  >iii.»rt  time,  and  it  seems  to  me 
j^'n,hi\,iuuu   ti»A-M.   ^j^^^  iMile>s  something  is  done  in  the  northern  sealing 

g rounds*  tiie  imlustry  will  sjon  bo  as  unprolitable  as  it 
is  in  the  .Southern  Hemisphere. 

J.   \V.   BUDINGTON, 

Subs(rribed  and  sworn  to  before  me.  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the 
llistrirt  of  Columbia,  this  -^tii  day  of -May,  IMti*. 

[JL.  ri.J  ^         bEVKLLO'   A.  liKOWIT. 


Deposition  of  0*4, njt:  Co/twr,  tftaU-r  [mate), 

ANTAIMJTIC  .SEALING. 

DlWTRKJT   OF   (V)Lf'MniA, 

dity  0/  WftHhitif/ton,  hh: 

<i<H)rgo  Comer,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  34  years 

of  ag(^,  and  a  resident  of  Mast  lladdam.  Conn.     Since 

v.x\H.r'wA\iJt.  J 879    I   have  been  engaged  in  sealing  in  the  South- 

ern Hemisphere  and  was  out  every  year  except  two 
si^asons  uj)  to  lH,Si).  I  visite<l  on  these  voyages  Cape  lIp|L*n,  Soath 
<leorgia,  the  Islands  of  Tristan  d'Aeunha,  (loughs  Island,  the  Crozeta 
and  KergiM'len  islamls.  I  have  observed  the  habits  of  the  seals  fire- 
<|uenting  these  locjilities,  and  I  si)ent  fourteen  consecutive  months  on 
o\n\  island,  calhMl  by  us  VVest  (^litl,  located  on  the  coast  of  Chile,  about 
a  liun<lnMl  miles  north  of  the  straits  of  Magellan.      On  tluit  cruise 

Ti.nn  .1.1  rur«o  ^^'*-  ^^^**"^*  thr<»e  years  away  tVom  home,  all  of  which  time 
niiii  I.KiMiMuf  I'..!;!;-!!  was  si)ent  about  Tei'ra  dtjl  Fuego  and  the  coasts  of  Pat- 
iii.i  ul.<i(:llil<^  agoniaand  Chile.     During  these  three  years  (1879  to 

ISSi!)  our  <'at,ch  was  4,(M)0  seals,  2,tMM)  of  which  were  taken  the  first 
yt'ar,  and  wc  practically  cleaned  tlu',  r<H)keries  out.  in  1885  to  1886,  I 
'   .     ,  ,,      ,  visit^'d  ISouMi  Ge<u'gia  as  mate*  of  a  vessel.     We  had 

Smith  (iforulu.  .  .  x  i*  ^i  i  i.  i       ^  i      ^    •  ^^ 

heard  reports  of  the  number  ot  seals  formerly  taken 
there,  but  we  di<l  in>t.  gc^  a  seal,  and  only  saw  one.     In  1887,  while  I 

wjus  on  <  Jouglis   Island,  the  vessel  went  over  to  South 
ouuKimiHiiimi.        (j^^.(,r^,i.^  .1^,^,4  ^^]^  ;3  j^^.j^j^^    j„  ^j^^,  jju„im^^r  of  1887  we 

iiiVii'IhnMTi"*  *^'''**'''"'  l"*t  ^^^  *"<''i  o'l  <Toughs  Island,  and  then  went  to  tibie 
I'll  •jiiMH.  Crozets  and  Kerguelen  Ishunl,  commonly  called  Deso* 

lation  island.    On  our  return,  nine  months  after,  the  gang  had  taken 
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about  40  or  50  skins.  Years  before  the  English  had  had  the  working  of 
Goughs  Island,  and  had  run  the  business  out,  so  there  were  practically 
no  stial  there.  We  put  a  gang  on  the  Orozets,  expecting  to  do  well. 
They  staid  there  live  months  and  took  three  seals. 

The  English  at  Gape  Town  had  recommended  us  to  go  there,  because 
they  said  that  formerly  they  had  taken  a  great  number  of  skins  there. 
We  went  to  Kerguelen  Island,  and  tlicsre  t  had  charge  of  the  sealing. 
We  staid  about  four  months,  and  took  18  sepals.     Prior  to  this  visit  I 
had  s])ent  live  months  at  Kerguelen  Island,  and  w<i  then  took  6  seals; 
that  was  in  the  winter  of  1883  and  1881.     About  1850  this  island  was 
visited  by  an  Ameri(;aTi,  who  practically  cleaned  oft*  the  seals.    The 
captain  1  shipped  witli,  Joseph  Fuller,  visited  the  island  in  1880  and 
took  3,000  seals,  practically  all  there  were;  and  this  was  the  increase 
f(n*  th(i  thirty  vears  from  1850.     While  I  was  at  Cape 
Town  I  saw  a  gang  start  out  for  sealing  on  that  coast;      ^^"i^^^*'^'"^'^  ««p«- 
the  rookeries  1  understood  to  be  about  25  miles  from  Cape  Town.    They 
arc  in  the  possession  or  control  of  a  comi)any,  as  I  was  then  informed, 
which  lias  the  exclusive  right  to  take  seals  there.    We  did  not  dare  to 
go  to  those  rookeries,  bec^ause  sealing  was  prohibited,  and  we  would 
not  have  been  allowed  to  take  them  in  the  waters  adjacent  thereto. 
Argentina  also  claimed  possession  of  Staten  Land  at 
Cape  Horn,  and  since  about  1882  or  1883  we  have  not  staten  Land. 
bcH^n  allowed  to  take  seals  at  that  point  or  in  the  waters  near  there, 
although  the  citizens  of  Argentina  themselves  have  taken  seals  there 
c\ (ly  year,  as  I  understand  and  believe.    In  the  first 
part  of  a  season  we  never  disturbed  the  rookeries  we     ^^"ner  of  hunting. 
\  isitcd,  always  letting  the  seals  come  on  shore;  then  we  would  kill 
them  on  land  with  clubs  or  rifles.    During  the  latter  part  of  a  season 
the  seals  become  very  wild,  and  we  used  to  shoot  them  in  the  water 
from  boats.     When  we  shoot  them  in  the  water  we  lose 
certainly  three  out  of  five  we  kill  by  sinking,  and  we  ^^'««^« «f  »if«- 
also  wounded  a  great  many  more.    Shooting  seals  in  the  water  is  the 
most  (lestrui'tive  method  of  taking  them  as  compared  with  the  number 
of  skins  we  have  to  vshow  for  our  work. 

The  shorc^.s  occupied  by  all  these  rookeries  I  have  mentioned  are  of 
much  the  saiiu*  character;  there  is  a  narrow  beach 
line  from  which  cliffs  rise  abruptly  to  the  height  of  anddlmir^ofk"^^^^^^^ 
75  to  150  feet;  through  these  are  narrow  crevasses 
in  the  locks  or  small  ravines,  where  streams  flow  into  the  sea;  it  is  at 
such  ])oints  tlie  seals  are  to  be  fcmnd.  The  animals  clamber  up  these 
rocks,  often  going  where  it  is  impossible  for  man  to  go.  The  climate  of 
these  localities  is  i)eculiar.  The  sky  is  constantly  overcast,  and  during 
the  suninu'r  thc^  average  temperature  would  be  between  40^  and  45^  p. 
IJain  falls  nearly  every  day,  keeping  the  atnmsphere  constantly  moist, 
but  no  hard  storms  take  place,  the  rain  falling  in  misty  showers.  I)ur- 
in;:  the  lourteen  months  I  passed  at  West  Clitt',  heretofore  mentioned,  I 
had  an  excellent  opportunity  to  examine  and  study  the  seals  which  fre- 
(jiient  that  coast.  Along  the  coasts  and  islands  near  (^ape  Horn  snow 
floes  not  fall  to  any  extent,  and  never  remains  for  any  length  of  time. 
>,<)  ice  forms  along  the  shore.  There  is  very  little  difterence  in  the 
temperature  of  winter  and  summer.    The  seals  inhab-      „  ^.,    ,, 

•  ..,,  1  1  J.        •         J,       1     A.      ^  •  Habits  of  tlio  8tyil«. 

itin^  th(\se  shores  do  not  migrate,  but  always  remain 

on  or  near  the  land,  only  going  a  short  distance  in  search  of  food,  and 

at  all  seasons  and  in  every  month  of  the  year  seals  can  be  found  on 

shore.    Toward  the  latter  part  of  October  the  "  wigs,"  .         „ 

oi"  lull  grown  males,  begin  to  congregate  on  the  breed-         ^*" 

ing  rookeries.    A  '*  wig''  weighs  anywhere  from  250  to  500  poundSy 
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and  must  be  four  or  five  years  old  before  lie  has  strength  and  endur- 
auee  enough  to  maintain  a  place  on  the  rookery. 

The  battles  for  position  between  the  rival  "  wigs"  sire  most  fieroe,  but 

at  last  they  all  get  their  places,  and  await  the  coming 

"  Clap  matcbcs.       ^^  ^^^  ,,  ^j^^^  matclics,"  or  females.    About  the  10th  of 

November  the  females  begin  to  arrive,  and  land  on  the  breeding  rook- 
eries. Bach  "  wig  "  gets  about  him  iis  many  '^  clap  matches^  as  he  can, 
the  average  nunibiM*,  I  should  say,  being  from  ten  to  twenty.  The 
"wig"  never  allows  tlio  '^clap  match"  to  leave  liis  harem  for  some  time, 
always  seizing  her  and  dragging  her  back  if  she  attempts  to  go  into  the 
wat^r.  Almost  immediately  on  landing  the  female  drops  her  pup,  it 
seldom  being  more  than  a  day  after  tlicy  come  on  shore.    A  "  clap 

match"  gives  birth  to  only  one  pup,  except  in  rare 
^^^'  instances,  when  she  has  two.    1  never  saw  but  one  case 

where  a  "clapmateh"  had  more  than  one  pup  at  abirth.  Within  a  few 
days  after  the  birth  of  the  pnj)  the  "clap  match"  is  served  by  the 
"  wig."  After  being  served  the  "  wig"  lets  her  go  into  the  water  to  feed, 
as  she  has  to  do  in  order  that  she  maj-  nurse  her  pup.  The  pup  when 
born  weighs  abcmt  four  or  five  ])ounds,  and  is  covered  with  shiny  black 
hair,  benejith  which  there  is  uo  fur.  When  four  or  five  months  old  this 
black  hair  is  shed,  and  new  hair  of  a  brownish-gra^'  color  comes  out, 
and  the  fur  ap])oars  beneath  it.  A  i)up  does  not  go  into  the  water  until 
he  is  three  or  four  months  old,  and  then  he  works  in  gradually  from  the 
puddles  into  the  surf,  and  I  have  seen  "clap  matches"  in  stormy 
weather  pick  up  their  pups  in  tlu'ir  mouths  and  carry  them  out  of  reach 

of  the  waves.  A  imp  born  in  the  water  or  on  a  bod  of 
wrte?or"o"nkeTp°  "'  ^^M>  w<»uld  ccrtainly  be  drowned,  and  <luring  all  my 

experiences  I  never  saw  a  black  i^uj)  seal  on  kelp  or  in 
the  water.  Until  thepu[)  sheds  his  black  hair  he  is  entirely  dependent 
on  his  mothers'  milk  for  sust<Miance. 

I  have  never  secMi  a  "  clai)  match  "  suckling  more  than  one  pup,  and  it 
is  my  impression  that  a  *'chq)  match"  wouhl  not  nurse  any  pup  except 
her  own,  for  IhavesecMi  her  throw  other  pups  aside  and  pick  out  one  par- 
ticular one  from  the  wliole  nunil)er  (m  the  rookery.  A  black  pup  walks 
on  all  tours,  raising  his  l>t)dy  more  from  the  ground  than  an  older  seal, 
and  appears  to  be  more  of  a  land  animal  than  his  elders.  All  seals  can 
move  very  rapidly  on  land  wlien  forced  to  do  so,  and  seem  to  have  re- 
markable powers  of  land  locomotion  when  the  formition  of  their  flip- 
pers and  body  are  takim  into  consideration.  The  y»)ung  "  wigs"  or 
noubreeding  males,  not  being  allowed  on  the  roDkt^ies,  herd  by  them- 
selves, and  never  molest  the  liarems.  Abcmt  the  20th  of  November  we 
used  to  begin  killing,  and  up  to  that  time  the  "wigs"  had  never  left 
their  ])ositions  to  feed  or  diink.  1  do  not  know  how  much  longer  they 
wouhl  have  staid  there  fasting  if  we  had  not  molested  them.  Younjf 
"wigs"  go  into  the  water,  but  (hiring  the  breeding  stnisonhang  around 
tin*  rookeries,  never  going  tar  from  shore.  If  there  had  been  strict 
regulati<ms  enfor<*ed,  allowing  us  to  kill  only  young  "wigs,"  and  notto 
disturb  the  breeding  seals,  I  am  c<mvinced,  and  have  no  doiibt,  that 

all  these  rookeries  wouhl  be  full  of  seals  to-day.  It  has 
naUoTofthe  w^™*"  ^^^^^^  the  in<liscriminate  killing  which  has  caused  the 

practical  extermination  of  fur-seals  in  the  southern 
hemisphere. 

George  Co^ceb. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  U.  S.  A.,  this  loth  day  of  June,  1802. 
[L.  s.]  Seyellon  a.  Bbowit.  ' 
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Deposition  of  Dr,  IT,  R,  Mclntyre^  superintendent   of  AI^4i7ca  Gommer^ 
cial  Company  on  the  Pribilof  IsUmds  (1870-^89,) 

condition  of  the  natives. 

State  of  Vermont, 

Orange  County j  88 : 

H.  H.  Mclntyre,  of  Randolph,  in  said  county,  liavin|]^  been  duly  sworn, 
deposes  and  says:  I  am  48  years  old  and  a  na- 
tive of  Vermont.  I  went  to  Alaska  in  1868  and  to  the  ^P«"e°c«- 
Pribilof  Islands  in  1869  as  special  United  States  Treasury  agent,  and 
was  eini)loyed  in  actual  service  as  superintendent  of  the  seal  fisheries 
of  Alaska  for  the  late  lessees  from  1870  to  1889,  inclusive,  and  in  these 
capacities  I  visited  the  seal  islands  of  Alaska  every  year  covered  by 
the  above  dates  except  the  years  1883, 1884,  and  1885,  and  gained  most 
intimate  a(;quaintance  with  everything  in  and  about  the  seal  fisheries 
and  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands.  It  was  my  duty  during  all 
this  time  to  see  that  they  were  provided  with  everything  necessary  to 
sn<*ces8fully  carry  on  the  seal-fishing  business  and  with  all  supplies 
of  every  description  required  for  the  comfort  and  well-being  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  islands. 

In  tlie  matter  of  the  preservation  of  the  fur-seals  these  inhabitants 
slionld  receive  some  consideration.    Their  ancestors 
were  carried  to  the  Pribilof  group  more  than  a  century  j^^^^p®"^®"*^®  ®"  *®*^ 
a^o,  and  tbe  majority  of  the  present  generation  have 
been  born  and  bred  where  they  now  live.    They  number  at  present 
al)out  350   people  who   know  no   other    home,   and   few  of   whom 
have  ever  seen    any  other  land  than   the   islands  on  which   they 
live.     Th(iy  are  a  simple-minded,  docile,  good-natured     d^aracter 
people,  far  above  the  average  aboriginal  inhabitant 
of  the  country   in    intelligence,   as  indeed,    might    be  expected  of 
them  in  this  generation,  from  the  fact  that  the  Aleutian  blood  in  their 
veins  is  already  very  much  mixed  with  that  of  a  better  quality  from 
IJussian  and  American  stock.     Very  few,  if  any,  thoroughbred  Aleuts 
are  to  be  fonnd  in  Alaska  at  the  present  day.    All  are     Christianity 
(levont  (Jliristians  and  earnest  believers  in  the  faith  of  »  *»    • 

the  Greco  Russian  Church,  observing  all  its  outward  forms,  and  prac- 
ticing, ]>erhaps,  as  many  of  the  virtues  it  inculcates  as  the  average  ad- 
hen»nt  of  orthodox  Christianity. 

Vei  y  little  is  known  of  these  people  under  Erissian  regime  in  the 
early  ])art  of  this  century.     If  their  traditions  are  tD  be 
reli(Hl  upon  they  were  hardly  better  off  at  this  time  than  RSM*Compjmy**** 
w  h(Mi  in  absolute  barbarism.    Their  rulers  were  hard 
taskmasters  and  were  themselves  but  meagerly  supplied   with  such 

6d9 
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articles  as  would  have  materially  helped  the  natives  if  they  could  have 
Their dweiiin  a  '^^^  them.  They  labored  under  the  disadvantage  of 
nga.  living  in  a  cold,  barren,  treeless  country  and  having  to 
depend  for  building  material  uixm  the  driftwood  thrown  ui>oii  their 
shonvs  from  the  rivers  emi)tying  into  Bering  Sea.  It  was,  therefore, 
impossible  for  them  to  make  nuich  progress,  no  matter  what  the  teach- 
ing or  the  example  set  before  tliem  may  have*,  been  while  living,  as  tliey 
were,  in  tlieir  damp,  iilthy  subterranean  houses;  and  more  impossible 
for  them  to  live  otherwise  than  underground  until  they  were  furnished 
with  fuel  and  building  material. 

These  were  never  suppli(»d  by  the  Russians,  and  the  Americans  ac- 

conlingly  found  them,  upon  the  cession  of  the  territory  to  the  United 

States,  living  in  miserable,  unhealthy  hovels  totally  unfit  for  human 

habitation.    Thesupi)orts  for  the  tlmtc^hed  roofs  and  turf  sides  of  their 

houses  consisted  of  the  pieces  of  <lriftwood  or  the  Jaw  bones  of  whales; 

light  was  admitted  through  the  opaijue  medium  of  raw  sea-lion  skins, 

stretched  and  shaved;  the  chimney  was  a  hole  in  the  roof,  over  which  a 

.   .  skin  was  drawn  to  retain  the  heat  after  the  fire  went 

''^*^''"'*  <mt;  their  fuel  consist<'d  of  water- soaked  splinters  of 

driftwood,  upon  Miiich  was  burned  the  blubber  of  the  seal  or  whale, 

emitting  the  nauseous  od<u\s  of  burning,  rancid,  ill-smelling  animal  fats. 

Th(^  smoke  from  the  tire  left  its  greas^^  d(»positsui)on  everything  about 

the  luemises  and  emitted  a  stench  endurable  only  by  a  sense  of  smell 

long  inured  to  it.     For  light  in  the  h)ng  winter  nights  they  had  only  a 

small  burning  wick  supported  upon  the  surface  of  an  open  vessel  of 

.  seal  oil.     Their  food  <*onsist(»d   almost  wholly  of  seal 

meat,  with  rarelv  a  meal  of  fish  or  fowl,  oftentimes  eaten 

raw  in  summer,  and  dried  or  ]mrtially  drie<l  and  stored  in  the  inflat<*d 

stimiachs  of  sea  lions  for  winter.    A  small  (piantity  of  lye  was  furnished 

th<»m,  but  th<»ir  facilities  for  jmtting  it  in  edible  form  were  of  the  most 

primitive  kind,  and  to  this  was  a<hled  a  limited  cpmntity  of  tea  and 

,     .  sugar,  tobacco  and  rum.    Their  ch)tliing  was  made  of 

M'lro  ..t  iiiiii.        skins  or  of  su4'h  coarse  cotton  or  woolen  cloths  as  were 

import<'(l  in  very  limited  quantities  for  their  use. 

The  work  which  was  exactcMl  from  the  natives  under  Kussian  mle 

AniiKMiH  ijiiii.r  im    ^^'*^''^  much  harder  than  has  since  been  put  upon  them. 

dfV  thr  iiusMiaii  Com-  Tlic  ishuids  wcrc  provid(Ml  with  no  teams  of  any  descrip- 

^""'^  ti(»n;  the  boats  were  rude  aflairs,  built  from  pieces  of 

driftwood,  whalebone,  whale  sinew,  and  sc^a-lion  skins;  the sterehonseSy 

w<n'kshops  and  tools  W4Te  ill  constructed  and  inccmvenient;  all  of  the 

skins  of  thetlnmsandsof  seals  slaughtered  each  year  were  transported 

on  the  shoulders  of  the  labcuers  from  the  field  to  the  warehouses,  a 

great  amount  of  labor  ex]>ended  ou  each  skin  in  cleaning  and  drying 

it,  and  all  were  again  shouldered  from  the  warehouses  to  the  boats  to  be 

lightered  to  i\w  vessels,     in  all  this  work  men,  women, 
jtoii.nnorutum         .^^^^i  ^.l^il(||.^.,J  participated,  and  each  received  the  small 

stipend  of  a  few  koi)eks  p<»r  day  or  per  skin,  barely  sufficient  to  i)ay  for 
the  tea,  sugar,  coarse  clothing,  and  articles  of  domestic  use  supplied  itom 
the  ()4>mpany'8  store.  Vet  even  this  poor  subsistence  was  furnished 
directly  or  in<lirectly  from  the  seals,  excepting  a  few  edible  root*  and 
wild  vegetables  and  an  occasional  fish  or  fowl  at  certain  seasons  of  the 
year.  There  is  absolutely  no  other  sourcie  of  subsistence  at  the  seal 
islands. 
Since  the  occupation  of  the  territory  by  the  Americans  such  a  change 

has  taken  place  in  che  conditiim  of  the  natives  \\a  occurs 
AmSan contivil  *  "^  "^  the  transition  fr<un  barbarism  to  civilization;  and 

such  a  change  as  has  brought  about  theju  those  material 
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e^^donees  of  civilization  which  require  for  their  support  and  mainte- 
nance a  constant  and  assured  income.    The  villages  as 
viewed  from  the  exterior  are  indicjitive  of  their  present  ftJd^eto^^*^^*°^' 
plane  of  living  and  are  such  as  may  be  seen  in  the 
prosperous  mining  and  manufacturing  sections  of  our  country,  compris- 
ing attractive  churches,  well-designed  school-houses,  commodious  store- 
lioiises,  and  comfortable  dwellings,  all  built  in  regular  order  and  painted 
white.    During  the  past  twenty  years  the  inhabitants  havebeen  con- 
stantly supplied  with  and  become  accustomed  to  the  use  of  the  same 
kind  and  quality  of  moral  training,  mental  teaching,  clothing,  food,  and 
medicines  as  are  supplied  to  and  habitually  used  by  our  most  prosper- 
ous communities.    If  they  must  surrender  these  things 
it  means  for  them  a  relapse  into  barbarism;  and  the  ^^J^^i^tofdeatniction 
destruction  of  the  seal  fisheries  enforces  the  surreiuler. 
Tliey  have  no  other  source  of  income  and  know  no  other  business  than 
that  of  seal-fishing.    The  income  of  the  two  seal-island 

...  .       ,     T  1  ..  1  J      •Remuneration. 

communities,   including    only  natives,  has  averaged 
from  18(>8  to  1889,  inclusive,  more  than  $40,000  per  annum  in  cash,  and, 
in  addition,  they  have  been  furnished  gratuitously  with  the  houses  they 
occupy,  nearly  enough  fuel  to  heat  them,  medicines  and  medical  attend- 
ance, school-houses,  school  books,  and  teachers.    Their 
moral  and  mental  improvement  have  very  nearly  kept  im^^ement.  ^'^^^ 
l)ace  with  the  material  comfort  with  which  they  have 
been  surrounded.    The  children  have  learned  to  read,  write,  and  speak 
English,  and  in  general  intelligence  and  household  economy  all  have 
made  remarkable  progress. 

Is  it  true  that  people  situated  as  these  natives  are  acquire  no  vested 
right  in  the  property  whereon  they  have  immemorially 
gained  their  livelihood,  which  the  Christian  nations  of  tivS^n*tho^8e*i*hent 
the  earth  ought  to  respect?    If  it  is  true,  then  the  pre- 
cepts of  Christianity  bear  still  another  and  new  interpretation. 

H.   H.  MclNTYBE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  atEaudolph,  Vermont,  thislst  day  of  Aug- 
ust, A.  I).  1802,  before  me. 
[L.  s.]  Wm.  H.  Du  Bois, 

Notary  Fublic. 
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Data  MTitpxUd  frfnn  affiHariU  hereirith  appended  r^fatimfj  to  the  time  the  Jlatltan  "k^rd, 
durinff  its  migration,  appeam,  U  in  the  yreate»t  number,  and  disapptart  ojfvariotu  poiniB 
along  the  coati, 

COAST  OF  CALIFOiryiA.  3ff>  NORTH  LATITUDE. 


■V-  ^  J  A  f-         #  ■   Time  f*f  2n-ate!«t 

'  Mm  !•  aU  1^.  M   m 


Time  of  di4ap]ieaniDC«. 


Manrfr^sMrnifi :  I)*ii'nih*T  20-30  .  J. 

C  H.  IlHIow ):init;iry '. 

Willlarn  JSrannaii <lo 

J .  JolmaoQ —  <lo 


CAPE  FLATTKKV.  Ai*-^  NOrrTH. 


Auuicn  (.'Inphiiilioo 
J.  lAiiUthoutm  .... 

KlhibMh 

Vt'tfiT  J{rown 

TliomaH  Zolnokn  . 

Watklna 

<hi\y 

Alfred  Irrin;? 


Iflnh  Yiilla 

WIhjhhi 

Frank  Davin  — 
liaTKlia  Callu{Mi  . . 
Sulwiab  JuliiiMoii. 


A.. T.  Guild 

John  TvBUii  . . . 
Cli«rIie*Wlilt«i. 
WIIhoti  rark4'r 
Cliad.<J*»orK«  .. 
<i(>o.  DiHhotl  ... 
Win.  IJn-nn.'ni. . 


D^-rrmbor  20 ' 

I)i-«'»"nilH'r  2«>-'{0 Cow«,  Jnly  15;  amalla.  Jnly  15. 

do July  15. 

I )t-<r«'mlHT  :5"i (;ow«.  June  15;  smalla  later. 

l>«H*-nilH-r  L'.' July  1-15. 

Di-«-«'mlKT  L'u  :w CiiWH,  Jane;  amalla.  Julj-  15. 

•Ixniiarv  1  June. 

I U'rimtt4-T  25  Jan Cown,  June  15;  nmalls, Julj'  15. 

luiry  1.  j 
"  July  (<-owa  earlier). 

l>wfTnlirr  20  HO July  ^-ows  earlier). 

I)iM«'nil»«T25 ■  SuihIU.  July. 

I ►oremlter  20-':o I uly  15  (cows  earlier). 

1  N-cr-niber-J  a  n  u-    July  1. 

II  rv. 


I 


.TMUiinrv  1 1  inn-  1 

I>oiMii»W20  ::o July  15. 

do J  Illy  10  (cows  earlier). 


•lanuiirv 
•liiiiii.irv 

...do.: 


1 


Cows,  June. 


Miircli 


QnCKN  CirAKLOTTE  SOUND,  5P  NOJITH. 


J.Nrihlik.iikt, 
Adum  Mill.  .. 


Marrh 
...do. 


Juno. 
June  15. 


DIXON  KNTUANCK  AND  ITJNCE  WILLIAM  LSLAND,  54«>  AND  55©  NORTH. 


Win.  fJlark 

Juno  1-10. 
June  1. 

Do. 

Do. 
Jnno. 
June  L 

A  riif  dd    .............I 

■  Miirt'li 

Ili^nrv  Ilnldiuie . ... ..< 

1          

Ijiikii  Priiiik         ..... 

t  Mfirrh 

Vraiik ..........< 

I....dn 

Kaqua  I)nii|TlaA 

Tom  Hatclinn 

do 

do 
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Data  oampiled  from  affidaviU  herewOk  appended  rtHaHng  to  ike  time  ike  AUukam  herd^ 
during  its  migration,- appears,  i$  in  the  greateii  number,  and  di$appear$  ejf  twriome 

points  along  the  coast — Continued. 

DIXON  ENTRANCE  AND  PRINCB  WILLIAM  ISLAND,  64o  AND  65o  NORTU-OoBttnaed 


Name  of  deponenL 


Jim  Krhooh 

Kiug  Kaskwa 

Ja8.  EJonacket 

Kobt.  Kooko 

Fred.  K.  Masun 

Naston 

Smithnateh 

Dan  Nathlan 

Ntkla-ah 

BiUv  WiUiama 

TreJl.  Wilson 

AV alter  Young 

Paul  Youne 

Hastings  Yetlmow  . . . 

Abel  Ryan 

Frank  h>cbenklin<;wa8 

Thos.  Skowl 

Geo.  Skultka 

lUlly  Yeltachy 


Timeofappearanee. 


March 
...do. 


March 
...do. 
...do. 


March 
...do. 


April. 
March 
...do. 
...do. 
....do. 


March 


TimeofgrMtest 
nnniDer. 


May 

April  and  May 


May 


May.... 

April '80 


Time  of  diiAppearaiioe. 


June. 
May  30. 
Junel. 
Do. 
Jvne  15. 


June. 

Do. 
July. 
Jnnel. 
June. 
Jnnel. 


Jane. 

Do. 
Jnnel. 

Do. 
Jime  15. 
Jane. 


SITKA  BAT.  570  NORTH. 


Peter  Church 

Geo.  La  Cheek 

Mike  KethtiHduck  — 

J  ohn  Kowineat 

l*hilip  Kaslievaroft' . .. 
r.S.Weittenhiller.... 

JNI  artin  Singay 

.lack  Sitka 

M.  Thlkahdaynahkee. 
Cliarlie  Tlaksatan  .... 

3Vt«r  Treasheit 

R.  Walton 

M.  Wooskoot 


April  15 
— do  ... 
...do... 
...do... 
May.... 
March.. 
April  15 
...do... 
...do... 


AprillO 

May 

April  15-May  15 
April  15 


Jalyl. 
June  80. 


June  80. 
JulyL 

Do. 
July  4. 


JulyL 


YAKITAT.  6O0  NORTH. 


('has.  Avery . 
Peter  Church 


April  1. 


June  20-30. 


PRINCE  WILLIAM  SOITND,  6O0  NORTH,  147o  WEST. 


>>'i('()la.s  A mleraoii 

Max.  ('olien 

John  AV.  Smith 

Frank  Korth 

Olaf  Kavan 

>«  icoli  Gregoroff 

J'rter  Adiingaii 

Pavel  Shimeakin 

Anton  KaliHlinikoir 

Avakoon  Kali.slinikoff. 

Miron  Alinian 

Timof6  Chayha 

-\  fanasHo  if aliek 

.M aska  Kooseho 

<Jiorgi  Acooklook 

(i regory  Aogay 

Makar  ChoomoritMky.. 

Yakoff  Abakoo 

Evan  Choomoritaky  . . . 


May  1 

April  1-10 

— do 

...do 

Mayl.... 
April  30.. 

do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

.--.do 

....do 

...do 

...do 

...do 
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DATA   FOR  MIGRATION   CHART. 


Data  compiled  from  affidavits  herewith  appended  relating  to  ths  Hme  the  Alatkan  heri^ 
duHng  it»  migration j  appears^  is  in  the  greatest  numher,  and  disappears  off  varioms 
points  along  tlie  coast — Cou tinned. 

COOKS  INLET,  59°  NORTH.  152^  WEST. 


NniiH'  of  4U*iM)iiuut. 


Time  of  Appearance. 


Ni('4»li  A  pok<thoo Mav  1-10 

l'<'t4'i'  Al)aiiko<ik (io 

Stoplinii  Laii^walii' <lo 

(iyfyiii  Moiiiii do 

Dt^niri  Miib.oA' do 

"WftH.vrvan  ( )fk«'W do 

]*avel  Of krw do 

Pttvpl  Kiiig4'li(N>k do 

Win.  Foster '  May  1 

Max. Cohen '  April  15  . 

Ah'X.  Shyha j  Mav  1-10 

Aletrv  Moniii j Ao 

Nicofi  N(N)jiN)k do    . . . 

Stcplian  TotK'livk do 

Alrxy  M:iliti;^ak do 

Tckaii  1  vaiiolf do 

Ali'X.  KaiiiltMik do 

IN'ti'r  ( niarasli(M)k do 

Stcphaii  A  ]tav('liH>k do 

Alt'xy  Al»ak<M« do 

Siiiicon  Taiia]M>(' do 

Xircdi  KaHlia;;ak do 

Trkan  Kooki'W do 

J'avi'l  Ahanyiiuaw (io 

iN'ter  Abiiiiuac do 

Tlu'o.  VaHrtiii ■  ^\pril  ir»  . 

Will.  Kohde May 

Anderson  .\ndw .June  1  ... 

1  Vter  <;.  Miller May 


Time  of  in*eatest 
nnmner. 


Time  of  diHapiiearanctf . 


May  ;{0 


•iuiM>  ir>. 


KADIAK  AM)  AF()(JXAK,  r.8    NOKTII.  15-^    WRST. 


iMitr   April2r> 

M,  L.  \Va»*Iil»nriie April  'M .May  :M) 

John  ('.  Ttdinan laiiel  . 


.    .lulv  l.'i. 


UNCiA  ISLAM),  ICO^  30'  WKST. 


Wni.  Ko»ter I  line  1 


UN  ALASKA,   m\     \Vi:ST. 


r,.  K..  Miner '  i  Jnlv  10  (f)... 

Fred.  Smith '  IiilV  1  (f)  .... 

Joithua  Stiekland ' Jnly  l-Ui  {!). 


I 


GLOSSARY. 


Alaska  Cateh.    The  trade  term  for  the  Healskins  ohtained  from  the  Pribilof  Islands. 
Alaska  Seal  Herd.    The  herd  of  far-seals  fireqaenting  the  Pribilof  Islands,  Bering  Sea. 

<and  the  eastern  portion  of  the  North  Pacifto  Ocean. 
Alaskas.    The  trade  term  for  the  seal  skins  of  the  Alaska  Catch. 

B. 

Bachelor.  A  yonng  nonbreeding  male  seal  from  one  to  five  or  six  years  of  age.  Syn. 
Holluschick  and  Dog. 

Barabara.  A  large  sod-covered  hat  formerly  need  by  the  Pribilof  natives  as  a  dwell- 
ing. 

Beachmaster.  A  term  need  by  antarctic  sealers  to  designate  a  breeding  male  seal. 
8yn.  Bull,  Seccatch,  and  Wig, 

Bedlimer.    A  harp-seal  twelve  months  old. 

Bidarka.    A  small  Hkin-covored  canoe. 

Breaching.    The  act  of  seal  while  8¥rimmingy  leaj^ing  from  the  water  like  a  dolphin. 

Breeding  Grounds.  That  portion  of  a  Bookerjf  which  the  breeding  seals  freqnent  and 
where  the  pup  seals  are  bom. 

Bull.    A  breeding  male  seal  of  six  or  seven  years  of  age.    Syn.  SeeeaU^  and  WigB^I 

C. 

Clapmatch.     See  Cow, 

Copper  Catch.    The  trade  term  for  seal  skins  obtained  from  the  Commander  lalanda. 

8yn.  Russian  Catch, 
Coppers.    The  trade  term  for  seal  skins  of  the  Copper  Catok,    Syn.  8iberia», 
Cow.    A  female  seal  over  one  year  of  age.    Syn.  Matka  and  Clapmatch, 

D. 

Dog.    A  term  need  by  antarctic  sealers  to  designate  a  nonbreeding  male  seal.    Syn. 

Bachelor  and  Holluschick, 
Drive.    The  term  used  to  designate  the  act  of  driving  the  seals  from  the  HaiUinf 

Grounds  to  the  Killing  Grounds  or  the  herd  of  seals  thus  driven.    See  also  BedrUh- 

ing  and  Overdrivingm 

F. 

Feeder.    A  term  used  by  pelagic  sealers  to  designate  a  seal  swimming.    Syn.  2Vav- 

eler. 
Female  Catch.    A  term  sometimes  used  to  designate  the  seal  skins  of  the  Alaskan 

Iierd  o])tained  by  pelagic  sealing,  becaose  of  the  majority  being  females.    Syn. 

Sort h  west  Catch  and  Victoria  Catch, 
Finner.    A  term  used  by  pelagic  sealers  to  designate  a  seal  lying  on  his  back  in  the 

water  and  gently  moving  his  flippers. 
Flench.    The  act  of  flaying  a  seal. 

H. 

Harp  Seal.  A  species  of  hair-seal  found  in  the  North  Atlantic  oif  the  coasts  of  New* 
foundland  and  Labrador ;  so  called  beoanse  the  stripes  on  the  back  of  the  animal 
give  the  back  some  resemblance. to  a  harp. 

Haul  up.    The  act  of  seal  in  drawing  itself  up  onto  the  ahorei  need  to  express  tiio 

seals  landing. 
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Wauling  Ghroiiiids.    That  portion  of  a  Rookery  frequented  by  nonbreeding  male  aeala. 

Located  back  of  or  to  one  side  of  tbe  Breeding  Grounds, 
HoUusohiok  (plural,  HoUuschickie),    A  corruption  of  tbe  RuBsian  word  '' Kbolofltlak,'' 

a  term  used  by  tbe  natives  of  tbe  Pribilof  and  Commander  Islands  to  designate 

a  Donbreedin;;  male.     Syn.  liachrlor  and  Dog, 
Holy  Beacatob  (Russian,  Poln-saykatcb.)    A  young  breeding  male  seaL   ' 
Hood  Seals.    A  species  of  hair-seal. 

K. 

Xenoh.    The  act  of  salting  and  packing  away  seal  skins  in  tbe  bins  in  the  Salt  HouneB, 
Killing  Chroands.    The  place  to  wbicli  tbe  nonbreeding  male  seals  are  driven  by  the 

natives  from  the  IlauUng  Grounds  and  where  tlie  seals  are  killed.    Located  % 

short  distance  from  tbe  Hauling  Grounds, 

M. 

Katka  (plural,  Matkie,)    A  female  seal  over  one  year  old.    Syn.  Cow,  Clapmatck. 

Vorthwest  Catoh.  Tbe  trade  torni  for  soal  skins  of  tbe  Alaskan  herd  obtained  hj 
pelagic  sealing.     Syn.  k'icloria  Catch  and  Female  Catch, 

O. 

OverdiiTlng.  The  act  of  driving  seals  so  rapidly  as  to  cause  them  to  die  of  exhaaa- 
tion. 

P. 

Pelagio  Sealer.    One  engaged  in  Pelagic  Senling, 

Pelagic  Sealing.    The  act  of  huntin<]^  seals  in  tbe  w<itor. 

Pinky  Skinf.    Seal  skins  which  arc  spoiled  by  reason  uf  tbe  blubber,  with  which  thej 

are  lined,  becoming  decayed. 
Pod.    A  small  group  of  pu])s  or  bacbidor  soals. 
Podding.    Tbe  gathering  to<jetber  into  groups,  called  "pods,"  of  pup  seals;  or  the 

separating  a  small  number  of  bachelor  seals  into  a  ^roup. 
Pup.    A  young  seal  of  less  than  two  years  old.     A  black  pup  is  a  seal  less  than  two 

months  or  t<'.n  weeks  old.    A  grag  pup  is  a  pup  over  two  months  old.    Tbe  names 

come  from  tbe  color  of  the  hair,  wbicb  changes. 

R. 

Raids.    Tbe  act  of  unlawfully  laiidin;;  on  Rookery  and  killing  seals  thereon. 
Redriving.    Tbe  act  of  drivin;^  uumarketable  nonbre<^'(lin;>:  males  for  several  consecn- 

tive  days  from  the  same  Tlauling  Groundn. 
Roller.    A  term  used  by  pela<{ic  sealers  to  designate  a  seal  resting  on  the  surface  of 

tbe  water,  a-rolliiig  over  every  few  moments. 
Rookery.    A  shore  on  which  seals  come  on  land.     It  is  divided  into  two  parts,  fretfd- 

ing  Grounds  and  Hauling  Ground**  (wbicb  see). 
Russian  Catch.    The  trade  term  for  seal  skins  obtained  from  the  Commander  Islands. 

Syn.  Copper  Catch, 

S. 

Salt  House.  A  house  erect-od  for  the  purpose  of  salting  and  packing  seal  skins  and  of 
storing  the  same  on  tbe  IslandH. 

Seecatch  (plural,  Seecatcbie).  A  corruf>ti(m  of  tbe  Russian  word  "Saykatch,"  a 
term  used  by  the  natives  of  tbe  Pribilof  and  Commander  Islands  to  designate  a 
breeding  male  «eal.     Syn.  liuUj  Wig,  and  Hvachmaaier. 

Siberiai.  A  term  sometimes  apx)lied  to  tbe  seal  skins  taken  on  the  Commander  la- 
lands.    Syn.  Coppers, 

Sleeper.  A  term  used  by  pelagic  sealers  to  designate  a  seal  sleeping  on  the  surfiEMe 
of  the  water. 

Stagy  Skins.    Seal  skins  taken  from  the  animal  while  it  is  shedding  its  liair. 
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T. 

Traveler.    A  term  need  by  pelagic  eealera  to  designate  a  Beal  swimming.    Syn.  Feed». 

Y. 

Viotoiia  Catoh.    A  term  sometimes  employed  to  designate  the  seal  skins  obtained  from 
the  Alaskan  herd  by  pelagic  sealing.    Syn.  Northweat  Catch  and  Female  Cuteh, 

W. 

Wig,    A  term  nsed  by  antarctic  sealers  and  farriers  to  designate  m  breeding  male 
seal.    Syn.  BulL  See  oateh,  and  Beaokmaeter, 
Also  tne  bunch  of  long  coarse  hairs  on  the  neck  of  a  male  seal;  the  mane. 

T. 

Yellow-boUies.    Two  year-old  male  fur  seals. 


SUBJECT-INDEX. 


Afognaky  when  seals  appear  off 227 

Alaska  catch 619,54^661 

Alaska  Commercial  Company : 

care  taken  of  seals 417,422 

formation  of 636,680 

lease  from  Russia  of  Commander  Islands 642 

logbook  of 29 

not  engaged  in  pelagic  sealing 79 

statement  of  skins  purchased  uy 610 

Alaska,  Southeastern,  no  seals 247 

AleutCj  Russian  gunboat 66 

Aleutian  inhabitants,  seal  hunters 64^68 

Aleutian  Islands : 

feeding  of  seals * 411 

hauling  up  not  done  on 206, 206>  218, 214 

rookeries,  uone 208, 216, 216 

seals  not  seen  in  vicinity 213, 215, 216 

American  management,  improved  methotls  under 68,^ 69, 77 

Anchor  Point  (Cooks  Inlet),  seals  off,  few 229,280,232 

Annette  Island,  no  seals  at 277, 284, 287 

Antarctic  sealing 460 

rookeries  destroyed 456,698,696 

seals 424 

Areas  of  rookeries .' 407, 417 

Attn  Island,  seals  do  not  visit 214 

Australia,  sealskins  from .• 669, 678 

Bachelor  seals.     {See  Seals.) 

Barclay  Sound,  seals  scarce  in 305, 806, 811 

Barren  Island  (Cooks  Inlet),  hunting  on 219 

Bates,  C.  Francis,  corroborates  Joseph  Ullmann 628 

"Bedlaraers" 692 

Bering  Island 199 

Big  Pblavina,  rookery 13 

Birth,  pelagic.    {See  Pups.) 

Brabaut,  Father,  Belgic  priest 882 

Branding 98,106,187,160,194 

"Breachers,"  defined , 1 866 

Breeding,    (i^ee  Seals.) 

Breeding  grounds.     {See  Rookeries.) 

Brerton,  Engineer 415 

British  Columbia,  hauling  np,  not  done  on 287,288 

Buyers  of  sealskins 664,666 

Bulls,  age  when  they  seek  breeding  grounds 166 

arrival  of 25, 66, 75, 81, 129, 133>  148 

breeding,  saved 81 

described ^ 68 

destruction  of,  by  pelagio  sealing 866 

easily  diHtinguisued 227 

examination  of  skins 408 

excess  over  females 161, 196 

few  taken  in  pelagic  sealing 231, 256, 257, 277, 

282, 284,  289,  290, 291, 295,  296, 301,  303,  310,  313, 315,  S^,  m,  405, 494 

ferocity  of 70 

first  to  enter  Bering  Sea 70,422 

habits 6,7,21,26 

numbers  sufficient  for  breeeding 74, 75, 94, 97, 104, 109, 135, 142, 146, 151, 181 

polygamous 186 

2617— VOL  u 39 
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Page 

BallS;  Tomain  on  islands 493 

return  to  same  place 148 

scarcity  of,  1886 51 

virility  of 38,49,84,89,146,151,183 

young  ones,  killed 285 

Californian  Coast: 

sealing  off 316,320,324,325,326,431 

when  seals  appear 62 

Cape  Blanco,  sealing  off 316, 419 

Cook,  sealing  off 317 

Douglass,  sealing  off 225 

Elizabeth,  sealing  off 226,230 

Flattery,  sealing  off 221, 231, 314,  3ir»,  317, 321, 323, 329, 405, 422, 547 

Horn,  rookeries  depleted 515, 541 

sealskins  from 551, 557, 569, 573, 578 

Capital,  London,  in  sealskin  business 552, 565, 574, 576 

New  York,  in  sealskin  business 563 

Catch,  Alaska 548 

average,  of  schooner 325 

by  natives 308 

Copper 548, 556 

in  1868 63 

1888 410 

1891 19 

Northwtsr 550,505,571,572,573 

of  Ada •. 310 

Adele 330 

Alexander 417 

Alffcr 432 

Ariel 306^383 

Hancock 430 

Kate 316 

La  Nymphu 430, 433 

Laura 433 

Lookout 431 

Mary  de  Leo 431 

Marvin 826 

Mary  Taylor 329 

Mascot 317 

May  Belle 317 

Minnie 310,317,320 

Mischief 330 

MollieAdami 322,330 

Otto 333,337 

San  Diego 413,431 

Sea  Lion 323 

Sea  Otter 421 

Seawai'd 432 

Thistle 325 

Triumph 326,434 

Vandcrhill 327,427 

Venture 330 

Walter  Itich 313 

Wilson 327 

off  St.  George  Island  coast 316 

Charts,  Brown'6 20, 44, 60, 167 

Chatham  Sound,  no  seals  in 249,  250, 253 

Straits,  no  seals  in 247, 248 

Chile,  sealing  off 430 

CJapmatohes  defined 508 

Clayqnot  Sound,  seals  in 231 

Climate  of  Pribilof  Islands 4,61,75,80,160 

and  Commander  Islands 4 

Close  season  necessary 322, 323,  335, 341, 426, 459, 468, 481 

Columbia  Kiver,  seals  at  mouth  of 327,330 

Commander  and  Pribilof  Islands  rookeries,  size  of 208 

seals,  difference  between 198^  201 

Robben  Islands,  seals  taken  from  t 204 

climate 4 
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Paga, 

Commnnder  and  Robben  Islands,  hauling  np 13 

lieid 4,78,197,216 

rookeries 197,401 

Coot's  lulot.  Barren  Island,  oflf 219 

liair  seal  rookery  on 228 

seals  off 317,229 

wlioii  sea,l8  appear 223, 224, 225 

rookeries  uone 227,230 

Coos  n.iv,  seals  at 231 

Copiii^r  island,  cHleli liXi,  328,548,656,670 

driving  on C6 

rookeries  on 196 

Cows,  arrival  of M,  G6, 81, 129, 133, 148,423 

bear  puiia  at  2  years 519 

dcsrripliou  of 519,548 

iecdina 1,2,21,34,39,83,103,108,129,139,140, 

143,  144,  148,  158,  1G6,  180, 189, 208, 242, 355, 359, 363, 367, 371, 374, 400, 408, 410, 
416,  420,  438,  444,  416,  448, 449, 461, 468, 461, 46-1, 471, 473, 475, 490,  5U3,  505,  608 

habits  of 21,131 

increase  of. 7,151,199 

inattliclions  not  to  kill 103 

natives  do  not  kill 90 

not  killed  on  islands 108,128,131,133,139,149 

niiTsini;  of  pups 6,33,41,62,71,89,101,110,130^133,148,375,450 

precnant  or  wiHipiip  mostly  tnkea  in  pelagic  sealing 39,100,139, 

140,  146,  189,  211,  241,  243,  2B8,  261,  262,  264,  265,  266,  268,  269,  373,  273,  278, 
279,  282,  287,  291,  293,  310,  342,  344,  345,  346,  347,  348,  3i9,  360,  356,  357,  364, 
365,  367,  368,  369,  374,  377,  379,  380,  383,  383,  384,  385,  387,  388,  389,  391,  .TO4, 
395,  396,  397,  398,  400,  420,  445,  446,  448,  450,  453,  456,  457,  458,  460,  461,463, 
461,  465,  466,  468,  469, 470, 471, 474, 476, 477, 478, 479, 480, 482, 4^,  486, 488. 189, 
490,  603,  507,  508,  511,  612,  513,516,519,530,621,632,524,527,633,534,661,588 

pruttulion  of,  by  Alaska  Commercial  Company iSB 

skins  not  so  good  as  those  of  males.. 590 

Cro/i'U  Islands 541 

Di'iiil  pups.     {See  Pups.) 
Doi'reaso  of  seal  life.     {See  Seals.) 

Disnicbantuieiit  liay,  no  seals  in 238,241 

Disoii's  Entrance,  arrival  of  seals  at 298 

aeali.ntiu 377,280,281,284,387,293,294 


Dressing  and  dyeing  of  skins 553,663,568 

Dliviiig,  Ameriean,  better  than  Eussinn 99,143 

anil  redriving 1,2,38,49,64,72,82,137,145,159,161,182,196,199 

killing 72,106,110,111,198 

can  t  iiiiislv  conducted. . . .  fll,  97, 99, 104, 107, 129, 131, 133, 145, 155, 157, 181, 414 

nielliods  employed 21 ,  54, 5S,  68, 89, 183 

on  I  upper  Island 66 

St.  Paul  Island 150 

Elliott,  Prof.  M.W.,  report,  1874,  on  increase 9S 

l^xtcrujination  of  seals.     (See  Seals.) 

Kair-ivoiither  (rround.  sealing  off  ., 321 

Falkland  Islunds,  sealskins  from 551,593 

rarnllon  Islands,  scaling  oft 341,310 

l''(-"di]i!;KruinidKof  eows.     (See  Seals.) 
Finiiile  seals     (:Vc  Cows.) 

Kinii.rs.lelined 355 

1-irearuis.     (.SVe  Weapons.) 

1-lac.  ■liangeof 343,420 

l"li|.i.fr.rsd.linod 66 

K.is  about  islands 11, 99 

lc.od  ol' seals C,  101, 161, 355 

Tort  Keniii  (Cooks  Inlet)  228 

ronrMmintfiin  Pass,  seals  at 211 

riir.s<;al.     (.See  .Se.ils.) 

<Tala|>at;os  Island,  sealing  off.... 472, 515 

<iarboleli,riH.kery 13,416 

(ieorgia  Island,  scaling  off 334 

(iniii;li  Island 696 

Ckij's  Harbor,  sealing  oli! 317 
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Great  East  Rookery IS 

Guadalupe  Island,  seals  exterminated  at 430, 515 

Hadley,  Lieut.  H.  M.  S.  Pheasant 323 

Harems.    (See  Seals.) 

Harris,  Alfred,  corroborates  Joseph  Ullmann 529 

Hauling  up,  coast,  not  done  on 12,   2G,   27,   40,   61,   70, 202, 223, 246, 

250, 251, 253, 254, 255, 258, 262, 26-t,  265, 266. 267,  271,  273,  274,  276,  278,  279, 281, 
282, 284, 285, 286, 287, 289,  290,  291,  292,  296,  297,  299, 301, 302, 303, 304, 309, 311, 
313, 315, 316, 323, 326,  329,  335,  339,  348,  350, 371, 377, 379, 380, 383, 384, 385, 387, 
388, 389, 390, 392, 394, 396, 397, 398,  405,  407,  409,  412,  416, 455, 457, 459, 466, 470, 
472, 478, 481, 482, 484, 485, 488, 490 
{See  also  Pribilof  Islands.) 

grounds 12,13,66,161,  217,  236 

Herald,  The  New  York 321 

Hesquiat  Villagr 332 

Hopucheiset  Village 305 

Hutchinson  Hill 17 

ley  Bay,  no  seals  in 239,  243 

Indian  hunters 208,261,  318,  320,  322,331,332,391,474 

Indians  sufter  from  a  scarcity  of  seals 279,  288,  289,  294,  297 

Pachenah,  use  of  seals  by 306 

(See  aho'Sixt'ivcti.) 

Interuational  Company  has  lease  of  Guadalupe  Islands 430 

Jaeckel.  Hu^o,  corroborates  Ullmann 531 

Japan,  liunting  on  coast  of 427 

supply  of  sealskins  from 547 

Japauese  sealskins 403,  570,  571,  581 

Juan  Fernandez  Island,  srals  at 430 

Jumpers  dt^fined 355 

Kadiak,  no  rookeries  on 222 

sealing  oil  324, 336 

Kalqui  Island,  hair-seal  rookt^rv  on 228 

Kelp  bods,  pups  not  born  on 34, 213, 222 

none  outside  Barclay  Sound 306 

Kenclies  defined 57 

Kergueleu  Land 540 

Ketavie  rookery 13 

Killing  of  soals.     (See  6Vals.) 

King-Hall,  V.  (uewspajuT  rorrespoudout) 321,336 

Kormoixlorski  Island  sealskins 564,570 

Labor  rmploytMl  in  sealskin  industry 523, 526, 549, 558, 5G3, 573, 582. 588 

Lagoim  rookiTy 13 

Laui]>sou  iV.  Co.,  Loudou,  consignees  of  skins 536,564 

Lessees.  p(di«'y  of 136, 157, 544 

Litzu  Bay,  no  srals  in 243 

Little  Kast  rookery 13 

Little  Polavina  roDkery 13 

Lobos  Islands,  su])ply  of  seal  skins  fmin 551,  550, 557, 569, 573, 578 

London,  capital  in  sral  skin  industry 552,565.576 

drevMsing  and  dyeing  of  skins 524,  S26. 527, 

52S,  530, 5;U,  530, 552,  558, 561, 563,568, 573 

trade  in  sealhkins 526,546,552,564,572 

Lukannou  rookery 13 

McManus,  Kobert  (newspaper  corn'spondrnt) 321 

Marmont  Island,  spearing  of  seal  off 333 

Mart  in  &  (.-o.,  dyers  and  dressers 571 

Martin  A:- IVichmann,  dyers  and  (lro^>er> 546 

Massafurro  Island,  seals  off 430, 541 

Mchui'aleset  village 305 

Merriam,  Dr.  ('.  Hart 17 

Migration.     {Sec  Srals.) 

Native  hunters,  methods  emploved  bv 231 

Natives,  condition  of .' ' 8,70,162,543,600 

etlVct  of  (lecreaso  of  seals  on 130, 133, 163 

interest  in  seal  industry 53 

under  Jiussian  Company 600 

wages  of 543 

{See  also  Indians.) 

Ncah  Bay  Indians,  hunters 231, 809 

New  York,  capital  employed  in  sealskin  industry 
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NewTorfc,  dressing  and  dying  of  ekins  in 663 

Now  Ze.ilnml,  Bcalskins  from t 578 

North  American  Commorcial  Company  in  1890 415 

Northeast  Harbor,  sealing  in 330 

Northeast  Point  rookery 13 

North  Pacific  seal  flshorieB,  history  of 579 

seals  killed  in 401,402,475 

Northwest  and  Alaskan  skins  differ  from  otiicrs 455 

catch &18,M9,556,&65,r.70,572,573 

Ntirhiik,  no  seals  at 243 

NiiTfliiig  feniiiies,     {"ee  Cows.) 

Ohiat  Village,  in  Biirclny  Souiul 3(H 

Oppcuheim,  J.  M.  &  Co.,  aoDsigiices  of  skius 545,567 

Otter  Island 86 

Overdriving £17,  1415, 150, 151, 161 

Paclicnab  Bay,  British  scbn  oners  in 304 

Indians,  sealers 305 

PacificOcean,  North,  sealing  in 323 

sealskins  the  best 555 

Benson  in 435, 436, 439, 441 

Passes  seals  go  throngh 147 

Patagonia,  rookeries  on 593 

Pehigic  birth  impossihle.     {Sfe  Pups.) 

Pelagic  scaling 51,65,74,158,197 

bulls  not  taken  in.     {Sk  Hulls.) 

catch 52, 186, 495, 496,497,418 

costofontlit 454,501,502 

course  of  vessels 433 

decease  inherd  canned  bv 17, 18,26, '28, 2fi,SJ,SH,  9^,08, 99,100, 

101, 103,108,  111,  112, 130, 132, 133, 138,  n'',  i  f i,  i  t;v  11';  t^l.  ISa,  1S4, 
195,199,203,205,208,212,215,319.230,-1'  ■  '  '■■:■:■■..  ■■i^i;,i.'(j7,2fi9, 
270,272,273,274,277,279,S80,2W,301,;.'  -     i;i,3Jl,327^ 

328,  332,339,340,344,347,348,356,3611,  :■  .      ;7J,  375,377, 

378,  379, 380, 381, 382, 383, 384, 385, 8.HK,:  -  H,  3115, 396, 

397,  398,  404,  *H,  41S,  419, 422, 424,  4:ill,  l . .  ■   ■    .  ■    i  I  _',  4+4,  446, 

447,  448,  449,  450,  4BI,  452, 456,  457,  4o^,  i  ,  4*18,  470, 

473,477,480,481,483,484,485,486,487,  i-  .Js,  .->38,  68? 

exteruiination  of  seals  ImmiDeiit  by .  i::i.  322,  ^3, 

328,395,404,400,416,420,423,  424,  43:.',  I   -,   iii,   li-.  I  ■  i,  :.!,-..  546,688 

InfrensB  of 37,92,151 

inexperienced  soiilers  engaged  in 506 

Indians  engaged  in 491, 5(B 

methods  employed  in 54,  X>2. 360, 3M 

outfit  of  vessels 306,369,452 

jiregnnnt  cows  taken  in.     {See  Cows.} 

prohibitioD  uecessaty 22,73,76, 

99,113,138,  150,152,160,  162, 175, 177, 179, 187, 189, 206,  a>8, 221, 
223, 227, 230, 282, 234, 244, 2S7, 267, 320, 334, 310, 34'^,  346, 346, 348, 
349, 350, 35X,  355, 356,  K>7, 363,  365, 366, 368, 370. 375, 378, 381, 408, 
408, 409, 413, 416, 436, 438, 439, 443, 444, 445, 447, 451, 452, 4B5, 456, 
457, 458, 459, 463, 467, 468, 470, 475, 476, 478, 479, 481, 483, 484, 485, 
486, 491, 49B,  514, 527, 532, 534, 538, 540, 546, 547, 553, 557,  570,  574 

elfins  taken  in,  less  valuable 453,521,522 

spears 385,386,388 

v.SBclH  engaged  in 361,  B02, 505, 514 

waste  of  life  by 78, 158,184, 186, 188, 107, 212, 2l'5, 226, 23*,  242, 

260, 266, 271, 272, 27 1, 277, 279,  281. 282, 283, 2S4, 2S6,288, 289, 291, 
294, 296, 298,  SO '.  ^'tl .  sn ,  319,  S'?i  ?■■■.■  :"_■;',  r^-J I ,  ■.'■JK  TJH.  329, 331, 
333,338,339.;;!  ■  M'    .-.-   itto,    i^:;-  ■  ■'■  ■"■''.:iPn,Zi% 

874,375,3-2.:;-      ■  :iin,  ■  li!.  112,413, 

415,417,11?-.  r  12.",,.  .    ■       ■  ;  ii,442,M3, 

446,447,44,-*,  1|M   r..i,  i..i.  153,  r.'.   ;-.:    r-   J,  K.;!.. 164, 465, 

inn,  167,  HW,  .Ilia,  i  71,  47:;, 473,  ■17(i,  .1 ;;, .!/(«,  \Vj,  4,-<i,  Im-,  483, 484, 
■\K<.  l;s(;,  .1 W7, 1«M,  190,  ltf3, 497,  502, 501, 60t>, 507,  611, 614. 631, i^ 

wngPBol'  liimd.'i'-  in 363,466 

when  begun 69, 78,  »i2, 84fi 

■weapons  used  in 186,188,221,233,234,256,260,261,262,264,267, 

268, 271. 273, 274, 278, 279. 282, 288,  289, 294, 296, 298, 304, 314, 315, 
316, 319, 323, 325, 327, 330, 331, 336, 371, 377, 395, 404, 408, 409, 413, 
411,  lis, 419,423, 428, ^,4^,^438, 446, 117, 461, 486, &20 
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Phelan,  Jobn  J.,  verifles  HcClonnen 517 

PiMiohiDK.     (iSeePelaf^o  fleiiliDZ.) 

Polavina  rookery  on  St.  Paul  ulaiid 406 

Port  EU'hee,  Bonis  off 288 

PribQoflBlan da,  climate  of 4,11,61,75,80,180,164 

diminielied  Patch  on 609 

KonpB  of  seals  un 13 
ime  of  Alaskan  eeals  on 1^ 

in  1868 83 

aotcorological  conditions  of 11 

origiuof. 11 

pill,  seals  Lorn  on 23i,  233, 368 

Jai.lson 400 

roukerii's  and  hanling  grounds,  the  onlv  ones 37,59,164,213, 

21ti,  219, 223, 3-19, 366, 367, 368, 976, 382, 446, 447, 486 

Benls  different  ttom  tliuso  of  Conimauder  Islanda 19^301,308 

Bizeof  herd 643 

wliore  situated 80 

wliy  seals  chose 164 

PriceBof  eealskius 673,576 

Prince  of  WuleB  Island,  sealing  off ^77, 283, 284, 285, 289, 297, 299, 303 

PriDce  William  Sound,  ivheu  st-als  appear  off 223,233,834,236 

Profits  of  fnr  merchants 636 

Pupa,  aquatic  bii'th  impossible .  .S,  13,33,Sft 

34,67,72,164,1^,198,  217,218,  221, 223, 2^,238, 239,  240,242,243,214. 
245,246,249,250,  2SI,  262,256,  257,  258,260,  261,  262,264,265,266,267; 
269, 271, 273, 274,  276,  276,  278,  379,  280, 281,  282. 283,  284, 285, 2S7, 288, 
289, 290, 291, 294,  296,  296,  297,  298,  399,  301,  302, 303, 309, 318, 319, 33£ 
326, 329, 331, 336,  349,  350,  356,  364,  366,  867,  368, 369, 370, 371, 375, 3T& 
378. 380. 382, 385,  387,  388,  389,  390,  396,  405, 416, 428, 432, 439, 440, 444, 
445,  447,  460,  454,  467,  469,  466,  468,  470,  478,  479,  481,  482, 484,  486 

aiitopsicB  of 19 

birth  of 2r,,  81, 100, 108, 186, 148 

retnru  to  place  of. 358 

blark,  skins  of  uiihom 508 

Chiithnni  Sound,  in MO 

condition  when  liom 51,  75 

doiiartiiru  of,  fromislauds 100 

KTiiy 305.401.403 

hiiliitsof 350 

inability  to  swim 34,41,67,72,82,87,100 

104,108,109,  110,  12!),  133,  136,  144,  146,  149,  160,  166,160,189,198,506 

killed  for  food 101 

migration  of 104,313 

mortality  .imong 26, 32, 3!»,  61, 64, 69,71,74,87,69,95, 98,100,  lOL 

102,  103, 108, 110, 116, 128,  130,  131,  132,  139,  140,  141,  143, 144, 146, 16£ 
159, 161, 164,209,374,375,  408,  415,  426,  459,  481,  483,  464,603,505,631, 

poddinc  dcBcription  of 16, 66, 6^9 

I'riliilof  Ib lands,  boru  only  on.     (Set  aha  Pribiloll'  IslandBj 366,307 

Biisr.inance  of 146,148,149,186 

Unalaaka,  natives  of,  take  for  fooil 209 

where  bom  ..61, 189,  220,  223,  224,  226,  229,  231,  233, 23G,L*37,  238,  23  ■,  240,  268, 288 

Qnecn  I'liarlotte  Iitlund,  no  liHiiling  np  on 4,287,288 

eeallnuotf. 286, 3W 

Raid  ou  KoliliPti  Islniid  by  iUfiunu /.0u 198 

St,  Georgrt  Island 431 

Kaids 1*18,111,128.133,143,160,183,186,198 

fi'w  have  occurred 78 

ou  rookeries 39, 72, 76, 175, 436 

Russian  sen!  islands 317 

Redriving.    (Sm  Driving.) 

Kees  Islet,  Chile,  sealinc  off 430 

Revenue  IroDi  seals  to  United  States 646 

Revillon,  Frtres,  French  sealskin  dealers 688 


Robbou  Island,  hutory  of  sealing  at. . 

raids  on 

sealing  stopped  un 
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Robben  Island,  seals  differ  from  Commander  Island  seals 193 

sealskins  from 564, 570 

size  of  seals 203 

reef 12 

Rollers,  defined 1 355 

Rookeries  and  breeding  grounds,  protection  of 86 

hauling  grounds,  description  of 66 

location  of 217 

appearance  of 67, 68, 75 

areas  of 36,73,89,407,417 

breeding  on 38,61,75,106,107,210,438 

Cai)o  Horn : 515, 541 

care  of 51 

chart«  of 20 

condition  of  in  1886 51 

decrease  of 93,407,417,422 

depleted  condition  of  in  1840 77 

desertion  of 487 

exx)an8ion  of  in  1877 '. 77 

Garbotch,  St.  Paul  Island 13,415 

Japanese 547 

management  of 97,408,414 

measurement  of '.        89 

on  Copper  Island 196 

Commander  Island 404 

Pribilof  Islands  (see  also  Pribilof  Islands)..'. 12,59 

St.  George  Island 75 

St.  Paul  Island 75 

South  Shetland  Islands 424, 577 

present  and  past  condition  of 17 

protection  of 12, 86 

raids  on 436 

reef  of,  St.  Paul  Island 415 

Robben  Bank 404 

where  situated 224,232,233,234,235 

Rookery,  Hig  Polavina 13 

Great  East 13 

hair-seal  in  Cooks  Inlet 228 

Katavie 13 

Lagoon 13 

Little  East ." 18 

Little  Polavina 13 

Ijukannon , 13 

North  Starry  Arteel 13 

Tolstoi 13 

Zapadnie 13 

Ivussi.'i,  sealing  forbidden  by,  before  1867 539 

liiissinu  Alaska  Company 599 

l\U8si;iu  American  Company,  contract  with  Oppenheim  &  Co 545 

KiiBsian  and  Alaskan  seals  do  not  intermingle 204,438,441 

Fur  Company,  condition  of  natives  under 8 

fur-seal 403 

Islands,  catch  on 202 

management  of 202 

manaf^einciit 545 

seals  killed 195 

smaller  than  American 550 

sealskins 564,567 

side  offering  Sea,  sealing  on 427 

T*u1(iii;C  season,  when  it  begins 67 

St.  (icorge  Island 415 

origin  of 11 

rookeries  on 13 

St   Taul  Island 415 

area  of  rookeries  on 13, 73 

origin  of 11 

pn]KS,  dead  on  rookeries  of 415 

seals  on,  in  1870 414 


ti*;  ErEiJKT-iyii 


i>ttK,-»vw,  ^xvrrr.-.  .v*:..:.  of -l?  JTi-.  LS?- 2S6l  2S&. 3G1.308 

i-.z-Vt-*^  o5 218 

y^^k,  A.jkit£Jki\i,  ^T7.-  i,: '.; i.^^ -ejol  ira.  174, as 

Ifi^.Lt.'.: 12 

*rT.Ti.  .-.i i  L^.^-.-Jif.Z^ll^.iSdL 
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i-«..^     :   • 

bTir.c.L?  4:1c  i:-^:i;  -z  .: ?».  :>i  137. 160.  Id4 

1 4'y. :.  OT.  P;-l :.  1 1  -.  f  J  - !  i :.  ir .       V"  •'.  i  • :  i.  - 

c*:^  "ikf::.  o' 145.150 

cla»!-^^  T^;.i:i:f:-i 86 

c/jp-^litio:.  of 2. 6 

dife^ivt  anoii^r.  ii^aos:  •-:.'*:::  .-^ 91, 

I  :■:, :-  c:. : . :.  :i>.  loi.  :>s.  :45. 151. 163 

doii.t*tic:ir:or«of,  eaev 52, 

fe.  W.  l'>3.  U--..  1".^;.  ^4.  IVi.  ISl.  IS.  3l6.  409, 472 
tzt^n/Jr.^'.ioii  of.  probaV.e.     '.i«  Pr'^.r-:  sc.ilir^. 

Uh;^>  '.f i.i:>.:^..»j.-il';'.^=i9.4?2, 475.485 

/-««:.'-'> 6. 13. 14.  IS,  ld6»  177 

h0Ii.«:of 12 

ii,'./*:;,!.*:  o^ IS.  33. 99. 106. 135. 153 

Ui'^l'ft.Ui'ih'AX*:  V.\..\:.'j.  **i.      >"  Vr\.\zi    ^:u\i\iZi  Wasi«  of  life.) 
kill  in;;  aud  'Iri*. -ij/.     '.ve  Driv::.^  .»:..!  :»:•:  riving.^ 

*  by  Hrju::i:.- ". ' 195.506 

n'AiH  Xix\:*:i.  y.i 157 

for  food 83 

g^Uil,  tli«; 72 

^ONudr 72 

how  ^oiirlnr  ♦.•!■   69 

Jihiit-  in  iiii'!-<.«.»  .:i S8 

of 173 

hi/'i-ftu 25. 56, 83 

in»ri;i(;f;rri'  lit.  oi 173. 178 

iui«iatioii  of ♦;.   LM.   A*\  ♦:!.   OJ.   67.  IlXMW,  108, 

y.Vt.  131.  KK  1 1 1. 1**'*,  Hn.  inj.  2«i'>.  JVi,  214, 215, 216. 231, 
2»>».  2»il.  2»>;.  !'•>*.  L'7« •.  271,  'Jlif,  L>3.  L'NS.  292, 294, 295, 296, 

ii*'*,  :/ji.  :i"L'.  yiM.  32ri.  r«i.  3n.  3i  \.  ri^y,  350,  a'>6, 358. 3®, 
r^;»;,  :i»if«,  30l',  .'ir«t;  yr**;,  31  »7. 4«>.-i.  11.1:1. 416, 428, 430, 433, 442, 

4  ir,,  1.7»,  !»>;,  4»iO,  474, 47^,  4>5U,  4^1',  483, 4*4, 485,  488,  539 

nnrnherfl  of,  Low  (■'■tiiiijitiil 71. 161 

in  1>*>*1 17rt.  1*23. 238, 239, 241 

j)MrMif;i;»i'  of,  ]o.-t  ill  -li't' I  ■:.;^.      ^.S'c  Vfln'^ir  .siralilijj.; 

Hri-iit  of,  ki-iririih«* 591 

ftliootinfr,  Ijo'.v  dorn: 261,315 

f-jii k  w ti«  II  shot 188, 521, 486 

«iz<5  of  diiiiihi-hirj;; 402 

8^:xoi;nMli.stin«ni^Ii:ih|fiM  wjiK  r..  .:.l».  1n!i.  2n.-),  210,219,233,242,255, 

25<J.  2.-i7.  2r»s,  2»;o.  i>t;i',  21  m,  206, 208, 269, 270, 272, 
27:$,  1^71, 275,  'JXiK  2><:i,  2S7, 2SS.  294, 295, 298, 301, 
:flO,  31«,  345,  318, 372, 374,  388, 392, 446, 477, 479 

no  r1is|iro))oi (ion  in 159 

South  Si'ji,  i'Xtorinin.'itioii  of 577 

H]ur*.i\  in  swininiin;: 0,63,328,438 

"Hlaj;<jy"  wason  ih-finiMl 86 

iniiparoiiH  («/r  rn|)H.  hiitli  of; 165 

viiilily  of.     (>Vr  I J  u  lis.; 
yr-arliii^H.     (.SW;  Y<'arliii<^H.; 

H^'iiIh,  hair ' 228,554,691 

harp 591 

liood 592 

HuulHkini,  buv^'iH  of,  li>t 564,666 

rl/iHStrBof 303,521,522 

dJMt  in;;iiiHhahl«  from  each   otlior 510, 519. 558, 509, 571, 573, 575, 581, 688 

dniHHlii^  and  dyoinj;  of.     {Sec  Dressing  ami  clyeiug.) 

ozumiuatiou  of,  by  K.  R.  Webster 403 

iu  1892 401,403 
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Sealskins^  home  cossnmption 454 

labor  in,  industry.    (See  Labor.) 

packing 91 

prices  of 513,521,573 

Russian 577 

sexcanbetokl  from 5,65,508,512,552,557,549,569 

size  of 453 

sources  of  supply 537, 542, 570, 579 

South  sea 551, 555, 577 

supply  irre^uliir 565, 566 

transportation  of 9 

weight  of 1 

Sechart  Indian  village 805 

Seizures  of  scalers  (see  aho  Vessels) 190,  191,  192,  194,  197,  341 

Seventy- two,  sealing  off ; 410 

Shotguns  (see  Weapons.) 

Silk  used  in  sealskin  manufacture,  value  of 526 

Sitka 222,228 

no  seals  off 239,  248 

Sound,  arrival  of  seals  at 261,  268 

seals  taken  in 256 

Skinners  defined 56 

South  Shetland  Islands 424,577 

South  Georgia  Islands'  rookeries 424,  594,  596 

seals  off 594 

Spears.     (/See  Weapons.) 

Stabbers  defined 56 

Stevens'  Passage,  no  seals  in 247,  248 

Stinkers  defined 453 

Teichmann,  Emil,  knowledge  of  sealskin  industry 564 

Terra  del  Fuego,  seals  on 593,596 

Three-year  olds,  number  taken 281 

St.  Paul  Island 115 

Tolstoi,  dead  pups  at 19 

rookeries  on 13 

ToquatviUage 305 

Trade  in  Loudon,  extent  of.     (See  London.) 

sealskins  up  to  time  of  American  ownership 545 

Transportation  of  sealskins 9 

Treadwell,  George  H.,  corroborates  J.  J.  Phelan 524 

Henry,  corroborates  Joseph  Ullmann 529 

Tseinshcaus  seal  hunters 279 

Unalaska,  Challenge  taken  to 315 

Uniniak  Pass,  Challenge  seized  in 315 

no  .<■  eals  at 416 

scaling  oft*. 221,320,321,329,410 

United  States,  property  in  seal  fishery 543 

revenue  from  seal  fishery 539 

sealskin  industry,  persons  employed  in .526, 538 

Uruguay  (Lobos  Islands) 556 

Vancouver  Island,  no  hauling  up  on 304 

sealing  off 231,317,324,326 

sealskins  from 547 

VeniaiiH'not'on  killing  of  male  seals 77 

Vessels: 

Active,  catch  of 432 

Ada 310,331 

seized 310 

Adama,  A Ihcrt,  seized 187 

A  If'rrd,   srjzed 815 

Mollit 330 

Adele 329 

A  U'xa  n  dcr 417,  418 

catch  of 407,429 

Ahjiv,  catch  of 431 

Alphaj  seized 187 
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Angel  Dollie,  capture  of 89 

log  of 65 

Jnnie,  seized 187 

^nW,  catch  of 305,306 

Jrannah,  seized  by  Russia 194,316 

Jieck,  Annaj  seized 187 

Jilack  Diamond,  seized 188 

Bowhead 404 

CaroUnGf  seized 186 

skins  taken  from 65 

Ch  allenge 315 

catch  of 266 

seized 187 

City  of  San  Diego 327 

Cygnet 424 

Dashing  Wavef  catch  of 480 

Dolphin,  seized 187 

Dora 427 

Dyer,  Maitie  T, ,  seized 456 

Ellen,  seized 187 

Emma  and  Louisa,  examination  of  skins  on 402 

Favorite 221,323,332,334 

seized 334 

Fowler 404 

Hancock,  catch  of 430 

Handy,  Sylvia 410 

Helena,  seized  by  Russia 194 

Henrietta,  seized  by  Russia 194 

Hunt,  Sarah 324 

Jtate 316 

ordered  out  of  Bering  Sea 316 

Kate  and  Anna,  seized 187 

La  Xympha,  catrh  of 430, 433 

La  Rosa,  catch  of .- 432 

Laura 404 

catch  of 433 

Lewis,  J.  U,,  skins  taken  from 65 

seized 197 

seized  by  Russia 194 

UllyL 227 

seized 187 

Lookout,  catch  of 431 

Maggie  Ross,  catch  of 406 

Mauna  Loa,  raid  by 193 

Manning,  Kate 424 

Marvin,  E,  B 325 

Mary  Taylor 329 

Ma^-y  de  Leo 431 

Mancoi 3 1 7, 330 

Maud 317 

May  Belle 317 

Minnie H 10,  314,317,320,330 

s«  i  zed 188 

warned  out  of  Bt-ring  Sea 320 

Mischief 330 

seals  transferred  to 317 

Mountain  Chief 324,329 

Onward 221 

seals  taken  i'roni 65 

seized 186 

Oscar  and  Hattie 321, 333 

Otto 321,332,335,336 

seized 333 

Pathfinder,  seized 188 

Penelope 323,331 

Perkins,  C.  C 304,309 

Pheasant,  H.  M.  S 382 

Pictou 807 
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Pioneer 316 

Bich,  Walter 315,323 

Jioscoe 331 

Bospj  seized  by  Russia 194 

liuahj  cruises  of 185, 414 

Sadie  Clyde 423 

San  Diego 221,331 

catch  of 413 

seized 185,410 

voyage  of 431 

San  Jofi4  seized 187 

Sayward,  JK.  P 334 

seized 187 

Sea  Lion 319,325 

Seaward f  catch  of 432 

Sea  Otter  J  driven  ott'  by  Coruin 421 

Sierra 185 

Sparks,  Rose 403 

Siian^  James  G 304,309 

warned  by  Thetis 365 

Teresa ,..221,330 

Thetis,  warning  from 333 

Thistle,  catch  of 325 

Thornton,  skins  taken  from 65 

seized 185 

Triumph 323,326 

catch  of 434 

Tupper,  C.  H 320 

Umatilla 401 

Umbrina 323 

Vanderbilt 327,427 

Venture,  ordered  out  of  Bering  Sea 330 

Victor 307 

JVehster,  E.  E 403 

White,  C.If 404,424,427,432 

Wilson,  Charles  D 327,427 

otters  caught  by 327 

Victoria,  value  of  sealing  vessels  fron^  499 

Virility  of  bull  seals.     (See  Bulls.) 

Walla  Walla  Strait 401 

Walrus  Islantl,  size  of 71 

Wiirs  defined 595 

Wrangle  Land,  seals  at 241,  254,  289* 

Yakutat  Bay,  seals  in 218, 241, 203 

Yearlings,  liabits  of .• 100 

defined 62 

number  of  killed 241,  256, 1 02, 269, 270, 272 

273, 277,  281, 283, 285, 286,  288,  289, 290, 2i)6,  297, 299, 303, 523 

Yukon  River,  no  rookeries  between  Sitka  and 228 

Zapadnie  rookery 13 

Zone,  proto«'tive,  necessary 342 

wUl  oiler  no  protection 39,99,160,179,189,375 
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